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§HE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macatjley,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers 
of  the  past  century,  has  said:  “The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people.”  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Album  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  a  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli¬ 
gent  public.  In  this  volume  wall  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
manv,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  “the  even  tenoi  of  their  way,  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy— “they  have  done  what 
they  could.”  '  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer’s  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country’s 
call  went  forth  valiantly  “to  do  or  die,’  and  how  through  theii  effoits  the  Union  was  lestoied  and  peace 
once  more  rei°ried  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  e\eiy  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

crgiipLations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  pieseive  it  as  a  sacied  tieasuie,  fiom  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  lecoids,  and  which  vrould  otheiwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
o-iven  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  wiitten,  and  the  publisheis  flattei  them¬ 
selves  that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few'  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph¬ 
ical  sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  aie  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 
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6BOMOB  WASHINGTON* 


HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 

I  born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
rm 

^  Feb.  22,  1732.  His  parents 
were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  which  he  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
England.  His  great-grand¬ 
father,  John  Washington,  em¬ 
igrated  to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
planter.  He  had  two  sons, 
Lawrence  and  John.  The 
former  married  Mildred  Warner 
and  had  three  children,  John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.  Augus¬ 
tine,  the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
•eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 

Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathematics.  His  spelling  was  rather  defects*. 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair¬ 
ness  and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  iqyears  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman’s  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  175  t,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  17 5 2  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten¬ 
ant-Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili¬ 
tary  districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac¬ 
cepted,  which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North¬ 
western  Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.  The 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com¬ 
mand  of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock’s  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  “  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  leveling  my  companions 
on  every  side.”  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 


After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
co  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 

I  Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  important  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  “The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all.” 
It  was  then,  at  the. suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con¬ 
gress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila¬ 
delphia, Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  possible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash¬ 
ington  was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con¬ 
cord  and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com¬ 
mander-in-chief  of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  1o  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
1  '  a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1 7  89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean ;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani¬ 
mously  re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  term  as  Presi¬ 
dent,  he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub¬ 
ordinate  officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat¬ 
ters  in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1 2,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  his  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  his  body  was  borne  with  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 


Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
rrfiration.  The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal¬ 
ent  and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na¬ 
tions,  and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull. 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
V  President  and  the  first  Vice¬ 
s’' President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  ( now 
Quincy ), Mass.,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  19, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
n  about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
%  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus¬ 
iness  of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
I  tion  at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
“school  of  affliction,”  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  “  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun¬ 
cils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature, 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep¬ 
tive  powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa¬ 
tion  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu¬ 


tions  he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos¬ 
ton  in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad¬ 
vocated  the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  n,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde¬ 
pendence.  This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wite, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  “Yesterday,”  he  says,  “the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  ‘  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent  states.’  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.  It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,,  shows, 
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games,  sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transported 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not.’’ 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  'Phis  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex¬ 
posed  him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis¬ 
ers,  who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  2 r ,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con¬ 
tinued  fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath.  'While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785.  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re¬ 
garded  him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom¬ 
plishing  but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President.  Again 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash¬ 
ington  retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President, though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  atissuewith 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
class  of  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson’s  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or¬ 
iginated  the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ¬ 
ized,  Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams,  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  “  In¬ 
dependence  forever.”  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  “O  yes;  it  is  the  glor¬ 
ious  fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all. 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  “It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day.”  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
“  Jefferson  survives.”  But  he  had,  at  one  o’clock,  re¬ 
signed  his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests, was  intellectual  and  expres¬ 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
\vell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 

His  parents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon¬ 
don.  To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
'VJfhen  r4  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav¬ 
ing  been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg 'was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irrepioacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec¬ 
ond  year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un¬ 
explained  inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex¬ 
ercise  only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso¬ 
phy  and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin¬ 
guished  himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti¬ 
ful,  wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson’s  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw¬ 
ing  up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com¬ 
mittee  consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con¬ 
gress.  On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.  What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec¬ 
laration,  which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
markable  papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
uf  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Monticello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef¬ 
ferson  and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  British  troops.  His  wife’s  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  ^83. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington’s  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  r,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con¬ 
spiracy  of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 


In  r8o9,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de¬ 
voted  the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  0809,  he  bid  fare¬ 
well  forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

I  Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
\families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
(fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
.nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
i Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
\fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  r8a6,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver¬ 


sary  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  the 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation’s  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara¬ 
tion,  to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill¬ 
ness,  which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 


On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for¬ 
ever.  And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,-- 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin¬ 
dred  spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper¬ 
ate  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 


In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery  ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore  ■ 
head  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  his  command  of  tem¬ 
per  was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un¬ 
affected,  and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver¬ 
sation  he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES  MADISON,  “Father 
of  the  Constitution,1’  and  fourth 
’“'President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  16,  1757,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,  1836.  The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con¬ 
nected  with  most  of  the  important 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  this  great  republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  Ire  called  to  his  eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  but  15  years  after  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es¬ 
tate  called  “Montpelier,”  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur¬ 
esque  and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im¬ 
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prudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  hissubsc 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso¬ 
ciated,  all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  especial  atten¬ 
tion  to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost .  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
( 1 7  7  7 ),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-loving  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the  Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;  and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con¬ 
gress,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na¬ 
tional  government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  move  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis¬ 
sioners  to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti¬ 
tution  of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac¬ 
tive  in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  bv  a  vote  8r  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 


British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one’s  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the. 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal¬ 
ance  he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects ;  orders  them  down  the 
ship’s  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im¬ 
pressment,  no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Gongress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap¬ 
pling  with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit¬ 
ish  force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  18 15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau¬ 
tiful  home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi¬ 
son  died  July  12,  1849. 
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AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
Presidentof  The  United  States, 
was  bom  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Ya.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov¬ 
ince  in  which  he  was  born.  When, 

(  at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
to  of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co¬ 
lonial  Congress  assembled  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  deliberate  upon  the  un¬ 
just  and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  Colonies,  and  promul¬ 
gated  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence.  Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope¬ 
less  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con¬ 
tending  with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel¬ 
ancholy  retreat  from  Harleanr  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg¬ 
ing  upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro¬ 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam¬ 
paigns  of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun¬ 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
die  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
ihinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re¬ 
tained  the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
cf  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep¬ 
arated  them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com¬ 
bination  of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
right  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de¬ 
nounced  as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es¬ 
poused  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be¬ 
tween  these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  Fie  violently  opposed  the  Pres¬ 
ident’s  proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de¬ 
nouncing  the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 

in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 
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Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe  was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob¬ 
tained  from  Spain.  Their  united  efforts  were  suc¬ 
cessful.  For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob¬ 
tain  from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  -against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng¬ 
land  was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  Mr.  Madison’s  adminstration.  At  the  elec¬ 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  “  Monroe  doctrine.’’ 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  “  Monroe 
doctrine,”  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub¬ 
due  portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  “That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys¬ 
tem  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,”  and  “that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States.”  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.  In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
was  born  in  the  rural 
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home  of  his  honored  father, 
John  Adams,  in  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  i  ith  cf  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  his  childhood 
during  the  almost  constant  ab¬ 
sence  of  his  father.  When  but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat¬ 
tle  on  Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow¬ 
ing  up  from  the  conflagration  of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  fattier  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accom pained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea's  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min¬ 
ister  to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Aeain  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.  Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances,  must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre¬ 
ferred  to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be¬ 
ing  then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en¬ 
gaged, — Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  I  ondon ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom¬ 
plishment  which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wile  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  haying  ful¬ 
filled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in¬ 
sulting  our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres¬ 
idential  chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign¬ 
ing  his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu¬ 
dent.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  importart 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num¬ 
erous  friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 

1 8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon¬ 
roe’s  administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  I  wo  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re¬ 
ceived  ninety-nine ;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one ;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful^ 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 

was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con¬ 
scientiously  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per¬ 
haps,  was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu¬ 
lously  and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab¬ 
stemious  and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent.  The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un¬ 
abated  zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re¬ 
main  in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre¬ 
sentative,  towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle’ for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
“  the  old  man  eloquent.”  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him¬ 
self  bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  1  he 

battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination ; 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  prayer  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly¬ 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious¬ 
ness,  he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  “  This  is  the  end  of  earth  /’then  after  a  moment’s 
pause  he  added,  “ I  am  content.  These  were  the 

last  words  of  the  grand  “  Old  Man  Eloquent. 
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NDREVV  JACKSON,  the 
seventh  President  of  the 
f  United  States,  was  born  in 
VVaxhaw  settlement,  N.  C., 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father’s  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set¬ 
tlement,  where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 

Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un¬ 
gainly;  and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at¬ 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun¬ 
teers  of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
T7«r,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  “  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,”  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear¬ 
ful  gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  much  other  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in  obtaining  their  exchange, 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler’s  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
w'hich  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  w'as  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur¬ 
rence  was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes¬ 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec¬ 
ially  disgraceful.  , 

In  January,  T796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con¬ 
stitution.  Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son  w'as  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington’s  adminstration  had  been 
“  wise,  firm  and  patriotic.” 

/  Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britian  com¬ 
menced,  Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions ;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  “  Old  Hickory.  ’ 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton’s  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians^  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set¬ 
tlers,  were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De¬ 
cisive  action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis¬ 
tance,  gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River,  near  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother, 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.  The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  of 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast¬ 
work  of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des¬ 
perate.  Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en¬ 
deavored  to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con¬ 
centrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  ■  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  lie 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son’s  life  were  that  of  a  devoted  Christian  man. 


f 


4 


ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  5, 
1782.  He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July  24,  r862.  His 
body  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.  Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite  shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up  on  one  face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an¬ 
cestors,  as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  .was  a  woman  of  superior  intel¬ 
ligence  and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un¬ 
usual  activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur¬ 
sued  his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his  native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  yeais  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil¬ 
lage.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father’s  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed¬ 
eral  party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  the 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  shoit 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump¬ 
tion,  leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  t8i 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison’s  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 


T 


◄* 

4S_ 

the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  “  universal  suffrage”  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  1821  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de¬ 
termined  opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
“State  Rights”  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re¬ 
garded  throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  springs  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor¬ 
ite;  and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re¬ 
ceived  the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  “  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,”  says  Mr.  Parton,  “the  election  of  Mr.  Van, 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen.  \ 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor.” 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in¬ 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer¬ 
cial  panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  “Free  Soil”  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se¬ 
cured  to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life. 

-  ■  - «► 


MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 


NINTH  PRESIDENT. 


iiiia  wmm  attisii 


*4' 


ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI¬ 
SON,  the  ninth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,  Benjamin  Harri¬ 
son,  was  in  comparatively  op¬ 
ulent  circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.  He  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  was  conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.  In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har¬ 
rison  and  John  Hancock  were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav¬ 
ing  received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not¬ 
withstanding  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi¬ 


dent  Washington.  He  was  then  but  19  years  old. 
From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap¬ 
pointed  Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  ‘‘The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio.”  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  “Indiana  Territory.”  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in¬ 
vested  with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville ;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  About 
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the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  “  The  Crouching 
Panther;”  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  “  The  Prophet.” 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit¬ 
able  perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
an  orator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
1  ndian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe¬ 
canoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet’s  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet¬ 
ing  the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes¬ 
tations.  Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night’s  en¬ 
campment,  he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa¬ 
tion  with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi¬ 
ble,  and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompanied  by  a  shower  ot  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
jus  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison  s 
troops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned :  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  completely  routing  tfip  foe. 
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Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can¬ 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn¬ 
ing,  plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra¬ 
tion  of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in¬ 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle.  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren’s  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin¬ 
istration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick¬ 
ness,  died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States. 
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OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth 
,  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child  of  af¬ 
fluence  and  high  social  po¬ 
sition.  At  the  early  age  of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad¬ 
uated  with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  with  great  assiduity  to  the 
study  of  law,  partly  with  his 
father  and  partly  with  Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston¬ 
ishing.  It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock¬ 
et  of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  "but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern¬ 


ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc¬ 
cessful  one.  His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph’s  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.  Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion.  He  opposed  the  tariff ;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren¬ 
uously  opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist¬ 
ing  all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun’s  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler’s  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  There  was  a  cplit  in  the  Democralic 


56  JOHN  TYLER. 


party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef¬ 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli¬ 
ments  upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri¬ 
vate  affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan¬ 
tation.  Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har¬ 
rison,  a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  of 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili¬ 
ate  the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident.  It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa¬ 
thy  with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith:  but  the  Vice 
President  lias  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre¬ 
side  over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time,  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri¬ 
son.  He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
opposed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con¬ 
sistent,  honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun¬ 
sellors  whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har¬ 
mony  with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma..  He  in¬ 
vited  the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  dn.ys’  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.  He  suggested,  however,  that  he  would 

approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 

It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas¬ 
ure  by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi¬ 
dent  into  their  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler’s  unfortunate  administra¬ 
tion  passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  atthe  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  Tune,  1844,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For¬ 
est,  Charles-city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal¬ 
houn  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed¬ 
erates.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  deslroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had  4 
once  presided,  he  was  taken  sick  and  soon  died.  | 
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AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
^President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  i3o6,  with  his  wife 
and  children,. and  soon  after  fol¬ 


lowed  by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  Tandy,  Samuel  Polk  emi¬ 
grated  some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau¬ 
ry  Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil¬ 
derness,  James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother’s  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct¬ 
uality  and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  twoMndahalf 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honors,  be¬ 
ing  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk’s  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk’s  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi¬ 
cal  faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished  morals,  genial  and 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul¬ 
ture.  In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  Iris  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous  ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per¬ 
formed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac¬ 
tion,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can¬ 
didate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur¬ 
ated  President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig¬ 
nature  to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk’s  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  “observation,"  then  of  “occupation,” 
then  of  “  in  vasion,  ”  was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  was  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk’s  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

‘To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils.”  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5  th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even¬ 
ing,  with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  1 5th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen, 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Ya.  His 
father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front¬ 
ier  home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan¬ 
tages.  When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char¬ 
acter  He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father’s  large  but  lonely  plantation. 

In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng¬ 
land,  in  r8rz,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness  by  Gen.  Harrison, on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh 


Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering  fifty  men,  many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  r8i2,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici¬ 
pated  assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap¬ 
ture,  death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor¬ 
ture.  No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o’clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Major  Taylor  was.placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.  There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
die  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re¬ 
tire  beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South¬ 
west.  This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
th sobriquet  of  “Old  Rough  and  Ready.’ 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one’s  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
fid  popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un¬ 
lettered,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an¬ 
nouncement,  and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de¬ 
claring  that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose  name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  Is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re¬ 
marked,  “  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made.” 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer.  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre¬ 
pared  such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri¬ 
umphantly  elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi¬ 
tions  were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  9th  of  July,  r85o. 
His  last  words  were,  “  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty.”  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un¬ 
pretending  man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la¬ 
mented  his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — “  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor’s  mind  had  not  been  en¬ 
larged  and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse¬ 
quence.  The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim¬ 
plicity  was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju¬ 
dices,  amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out¬ 
side  pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
‘  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.’ 

“Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth’s  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt  for  learning  of  every  kind.” 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir¬ 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7 th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow¬ 
ing  to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis¬ 
position,  graceful  manners  and  ex¬ 
quisite  sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1 83 1 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom¬ 
ise,  though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad¬ 
vantages  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com¬ 
mon  schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char¬ 
acter  to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmers  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read¬ 
ing.  Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en¬ 
kindled  in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be¬ 
coming,  almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap¬ 
pearance  of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa¬ 
tion  had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col¬ 
lege.  But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halls 
q.nd  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in¬ 
tense  mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature  ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep¬ 
utation  and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re¬ 
elected,  and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe¬ 
rience  as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener¬ 
gies  were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of  the  State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con¬ 
siderable  fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  ar.d  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura¬ 
tion,  was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi¬ 
dent.  He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in¬ 
evitable  that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillnrcre’s  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill¬ 
more,  having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres¬ 
idency  by  the  “  Know  Nothing  ”  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en¬ 
deavoring  to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1874. 
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RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the 
fourteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,  N.  H.,  Nov. 
23,  1804.  His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who, 
with  his  own  strong  arm, 
hewed  out  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  He  was  a  man 
of  inflexible  integrity;  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis¬ 
ing  Democrat.  The  mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru¬ 
dent,  affectionate,  Christian  wom¬ 
en.  Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen¬ 
erous,  warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de¬ 
veloping  any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de¬ 
gree  studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father’s  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en¬ 
tering,  all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  member  in 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom¬ 
plishments,  and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wliich  her  husband  was  honoied.  Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  upon  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce’s  health.  Pie  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  important  part  in  this  war,  proving  him¬ 
self  a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo¬ 
nents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques¬ 
tions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa¬ 
mous  fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin¬ 
guished  as  a  “  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.’’ 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse¬ 
quently  regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven¬ 
tion  met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States — Vermont,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853. 
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His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be¬ 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  “  irrepressible  conflict  ”  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  “  half  slave  and  half 
free.”  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad¬ 
ministration,  did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South¬ 
ern  breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years’  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien¬ 
ated  from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad¬ 
ministrative  acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the -South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo¬ 
cated  those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap¬ 
proved,  and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re¬ 
tired  to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di¬ 
vided  our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov¬ 
ernment.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen¬ 
erous  to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al¬ 
leviation  of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns¬ 
people  were  often  gladened  by  his  material  bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif¬ 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro¬ 
mantic  spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per¬ 
form  his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se¬ 
cluded  home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de¬ 
veloped  remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers  en¬ 


abled  him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu¬ 


crative  practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac¬ 
quired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas¬ 
ures  proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup¬ 
porters  of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deposits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo¬ 
cated  that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  “  Congress,” 
said  he,  “  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists.” 

Upon  Mr.  Polk’s  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven¬ 
tion  nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re¬ 
striction  and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre¬ 
mont,  the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re¬ 
ceived  1 14  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
r, 340, 618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March  4th,  1857 ,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
allied  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be¬ 
wildered  He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin¬ 
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ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub¬ 
lic.  He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan’s  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion’s  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan’s  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non¬ 
intervention  upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu¬ 
chanan  had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow¬ 
ing  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im¬ 
becility  was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed.  “  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!” 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun¬ 
dered  ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak¬ 
ness  At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver¬ 
ance  came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex¬ 
perienced.  His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country’s 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland  retreat,  June  1,  1868. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
sixteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  horn  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1 809.  About  the  year  1 7  80,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virginia  with  Iris 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father’s  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  forever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 

Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log-cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend¬ 
less,  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him¬ 
self  out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi¬ 
grants,  who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  .  Then 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
“All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,”  exclaims  the  grate¬ 
ful  son  “  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother .  ” 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham’s  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar¬ 
ried  when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter’s  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  Ill. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for¬ 
tune.  Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril¬ 
liant  that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education,  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  temperate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God’s  word,  “Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain ;”  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 


the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.  In  this  advcn- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
[ackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  r834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as¬ 
sembled  he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln’s 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con¬ 
test  in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con¬ 
test,  but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  1 6th  of  June,  r86o.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  “The 
Wigwam,”  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven¬ 
tion.  There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
prominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him : 
and  aslittle  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplaceinthe  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  v'as  poured  upon  this  good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fraught 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti¬ 
more  had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  “  get  up  a  row,” 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi¬ 
cation  on  the  part  of  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con¬ 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  both  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords’  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  be  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel¬ 
ing,  witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o’clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington’s,  its  father;  his  country¬ 
men  being  unable  to  decide  which  »s  the  greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven¬ 
teenth  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu¬ 
tion  and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  180S, 

in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
“poor  whites  ”  of  the  South,  were 
in  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight¬ 
est  advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap¬ 
prenticed  to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor’s  shop  occasion¬ 
ally,  and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states¬ 
men.  Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellovv-workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle¬ 
man  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.  The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or¬ 
ganized  a  working  man’s  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs ;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  “  stumped  the  State,”  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren’s  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  res;)onsible 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work¬ 
ing  classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob¬ 
ably  prove  “  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves.”  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com¬ 
promise  measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  “Sir,” 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  “  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav¬ 
ior  was  the  son  of  a  carpenter.” 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  1800,  ne 
was  the  choice  of  the  Te-nnessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  “  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost.”  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap¬ 
pointed  him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.  In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 

he  said,  “  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 

must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished.”  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to.  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char¬ 
acterized  Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it;  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  “high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,”  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten¬ 
ure  of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre¬ 
ferred  against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac¬ 
quitted,  notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  im potently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar¬ 
alleled  since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President’s  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im¬ 
mortalize  his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten¬ 
nessee,  United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con¬ 
gress,  and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter’s  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach¬ 
ing  the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  a.  m.,  July  3T,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun¬ 
eral  was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
eighteenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George¬ 
town,  Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re¬ 
mote  frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu¬ 
cation.  At  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen,  in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in¬ 
fantry  to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  t’o  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am¬ 
munition.  A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  animal,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re¬ 
turned  with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im¬ 
migrants.  Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States ;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re¬ 
munerative,  he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga¬ 
lena,  Ill.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
“Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too.” 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol¬ 
unteers,  and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the. 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.  On  the  15th  of 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol¬ 
unteers.  His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be¬ 
ginning,  and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur¬ 
prised  and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies’  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can¬ 
non.  The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas¬ 
ures  put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un¬ 
bounded  praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as¬ 
sembled  from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en¬ 
ergy  and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal¬ 
vation.  The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5  th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati¬ 
cally  indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being  cast  for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re¬ 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant’s  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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NINETEENTH  PRESIDENT. 


UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al¬ 
most  three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 


the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char¬ 
acter.  It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief¬ 
tains,  fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor¬ 
tune  overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot¬ 
land  in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac¬ 
turer  of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth¬ 
erford  Hayes  the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  r8i3,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi¬ 
grated  thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635 ,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me. 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock¬ 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con¬ 
ducted  his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter¬ 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
18T7.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 


in 


fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be¬ 
reavement,  found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in¬ 
quiring  from  time  to  time  “  if  Mrs.  Hayes’  baby  died 
last  night.”  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy’s  big  head,  and  the  mother’s  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  “  That’s  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn’t 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet.” 

“  You  need  not  laugh,”  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  “You 
wait  and  see.  You  can’t  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet.”  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
fister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo¬ 
sition,  and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy’s  health  had  im¬ 
proved,  and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre¬ 
paration  commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en¬ 
tered  Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re¬ 
mained  three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro¬ 
fession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi¬ 
tion  found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several,  years,  how¬ 
ever,  his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse¬ 
quent  life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  afterlife.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Flayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor'upon  American  woman¬ 
hood.  The  Literary  Club  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char¬ 
acter  and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  “forgallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia.”  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem¬ 
ocratic.  He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  “  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond.”  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was,  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  adminKtration  was  an  average  one. 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen¬ 
tieth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  Nov.  19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Abram  and  Eliza 
(Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami¬ 
lies  well  known  in  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle¬ 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 


4,  as  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be¬ 
tween  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
nard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
their  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823;  the  father,  from  a  cold  con¬ 
tracted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  brothers 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc¬ 
ceeding  his  father’s  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis¬ 
ters  live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car¬ 
penter  work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he-  =trnggles  to  keep  the  little  family  to¬ 


gether.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug¬ 
gling  childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Gleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Gleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &:  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re¬ 
mained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
“  exhausted  Hiram  ”  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  r854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon¬ 
ors  of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem¬ 
ber,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
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“  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  ‘wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called’  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig¬ 
nificance  they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
larian  charity  for  all  ‘who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.’” 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  n,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet¬ 
ings,  and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1 86 1  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  commission  as  Lieut.-Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser¬ 
vice,  and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed¬ 
ily  accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres¬ 
ident  Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  “he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army.”  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell’s  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  “Chief  of  Staff.” 

The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en¬ 
tered  Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says :  “  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu¬ 
ment  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield.” 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad¬ 
ministration  ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre¬ 
liminary  work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar¬ 
ing  to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  frieqds  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  further 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
“  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  ”  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc¬ 
curred  which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit¬ 
ten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass¬ 
ingly  great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe¬ 
cuted,  in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed. 
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HESTER  A.  ARTHUR, 
twenty-first  Presi'Rm  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Vermont,  on 
thefifthofOdober,  1830,  and  is 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  aBaptistcUrgyman,who 
emigrated  to  this  country-  from 
the  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  in 
his  1 8th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  neai  Albany,  after  a 
long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S<  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af¬ 
ter  his  graduation  he  taught  school 
j’lj  in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex- Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success¬ 
ful  career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  marred  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa¬ 
sion.  Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon¬ 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O’Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa¬ 
ny  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave¬ 
nue  Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per¬ 
sons  and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec¬ 
tor  General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas¬ 
ter-General.  In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan’s  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra¬ 
tive,  each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc¬ 
ceed  Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven¬ 
tion  for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re¬ 
ceived  the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country’s  choice 
.vas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin’s  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, ^those  moments  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 
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tions  were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark¬ 
able  patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours  - 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf¬ 
fering  man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God¬ 
like.  During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur’s  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi¬ 
ciously  begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  ])osition  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar¬ 
field  from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se¬ 
lect  as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President’s  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands ;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  cf 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con¬ 
vention  at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car¬ 
rying  with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple,  whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LAN  D,  the  twenty-  second  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America’s  great  men  in  striking  con¬ 
trast  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min¬ 
ister,  with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com¬ 
menced  going  to  school  in  the  “good,  old-fashioned 
way,”  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $roo  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com¬ 
menced  his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in¬ 
definite  length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex¬ 
hibit  as  yet  any  particular  “  flashes  of  genius  ”  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 


But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette¬ 
ville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  “  Holland  Patent,”  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  “  under-teacher  ”  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 

lie  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 

to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 

there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 

before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 

ask  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 

stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 

speak  enthusiastically.  “  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 

my  boy?”  he  asked.  “Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 

law,”  was  the  reply.  “  Good  gracious !  ”  remarked 

die  old  gentleman;  “  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 

that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 

got?”  “Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven’t  got 
» 

any. 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  lie  could  “  look  around.”  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  office,  but  Grover’s  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle’s  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em¬ 
ployer  threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  “That’s 
where  they  all  begin.”  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  'for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  “  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,”  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
eiected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  upon  two 
criminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es¬ 
pecial  reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer¬ 
reted  out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui¬ 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:  “This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people’s  money.”  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve¬ 
land’s  administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there¬ 
upon  recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
11,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.:  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub¬ 
lican  statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve¬ 
land  resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be¬ 
tween  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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Benjamin  harrison,  the 

twenty-third  President,  is 
the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell’s  trusted  follow¬ 
ers  and  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Crom¬ 
well’s  power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse¬ 
quently  paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  16G0.  His  descendants 
came  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
r.:in  I-Iarrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grand¬ 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  1774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
si°ners  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 

G.en.  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suc¬ 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North¬ 
western  Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  his  inauguration. 

President  Harrison  wras  born  at  North  Bend, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  20,  1833.  His  life  up  to 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun¬ 
try  lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 


more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  the 


daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  school 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en¬ 
ter  upon  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cm- 
einnati  and  then  read  law  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  the 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  him 
a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  t 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  tak3 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an  '  be¬ 
gin  the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  witn  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the  world.  Ke 
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decided  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
that  time  a  town  of  promise.  He  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  lie  worked  diligently,  applying  him¬ 
self  closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession.  He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  1 8G0  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be¬ 
gan  his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.  He  can¬ 
vassed  the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  18G2  he  raised  the  17th 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
but  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  for  his  bravery 
at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen¬ 
eral,  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the  time  of  leav¬ 
ing  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  of  1864 
he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  office,  he  got  a 
thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and  during  that  time 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  term.  He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher¬ 
man,  but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
fever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  way 
to  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  a  re-election  as 
reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1876 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although  de¬ 
feated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for  him 
a  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880, 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
and  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
he  served  six  years,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
ablest  men,  best  lawyers  and  strongest  debaters  in 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.  The 


convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 


named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic¬ 
ular,  and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as¬ 
sumed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move¬ 
ment  became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delega¬ 
tions,  and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un¬ 
commonly  early  age  t,o  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to  agitate 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  ant: 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  the 
most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his  State. 
No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  desired  to 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloquence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  with 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi¬ 
nal  in  thought,  precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  day 
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NSEL  BRIGGS,  the  first 
gentleman  chosen  to  fill  the 
gubernatorial  chair  of  Iowa 
after  its  organization  as  a 
State,  was  a  native  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  was  born  Feb.  3, 
1806.  His  parents,  who  likewise 
were  New  Englanders,  were  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Electa  Briggs.  The 
boyhood  of  our  subject  was 
passed  in  his  native  State,  and  in  at¬ 
tendance  upon  the  common  schools 
he  received  a  fair  education  which 
was  subsequently  improved  by  a 
term  at  Norwich  Academy.  When 
a  young  man  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Cambridge,  Guernsey  Co.,  Ohio,  where 
young  Briggs  engaged  in  the  work  of  establishing 
stage  lines.  He  also  here  embarked  in  political 
affairs  and  as  a  Whig  run  for  the  office  of  County 
Auditor  but  was  defeated  by  John  Ferguson,  a 
Jackson  Democrat. 

After  remaining  in  Ohio  for  six  years,  the  glow¬ 
ing  accounts  of  the  fair  fields  and  the  fertile  prairies 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  led  him  westward  across 
the  Father  of  Waters.  He  had  previously  united 
his  fortunes  in  life  with  Nancy  M.  Dunlap,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Major  Dunlap,  an  officer  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Even  prior  to  this  marriage  he  had  chosen  a  wife, 
a  lady  who  was  born  on  the  same  day  and  year  as 
himself,  but  of  whom  he  Was  soon  bereft.  He 
brought  with  him  to  Iowa  his  little  family  and  lo¬ 
cated  at  Andrew,  in  Jackson  County.  Seeing  the 


opportunity  here  for  resuming  his  former  business, 
he  began  opening  up  stage  lines,  frequently  driving 
the  old  stage  coach  himself.  He  made  several  con¬ 
tracts  with  the  Postoffice  Department  for  carrying 
the  United  States  mails  weekly  between  Dubuque 
and  Davenport,  Dubuque  and  Iowa  City  and  other- 
routes,  thus  opening  up  and  carrying  on  a  very  im¬ 
portant  enterprise.  Politically,  Gov.  Briggs  was  a 
Democrat,  and  on  coming  to  Iowa  identified  him¬ 
self  with  that  party.  In  1842  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  House  of  Representatives 
from  Jackson  County,  and  subsequently  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  the  same  county.  He  had  taken  a  lead¬ 
ing  part  in  public  affairs,  and  upon  the  formation  of 
the  State  Government  in  1846,  he  became  a  prom¬ 
inent  candidate  for  Governor,  and  though  his  com¬ 
petitors  in  his  own  party  were  distinguished  and 
well-known  citizens,  Mr.  Briggs  received  the  nom¬ 
ination.  The  convention  was  held  in  Iowa  City, 
on  Thursday,  Sept,  24,  1846,  and  assembled  to 
nominate  State  officers  and  two  Congressmen.  It 
was  called  to  order  by  F.  D.  Mills,  of  Des  Moines 
County.  William  Thompson,  of  Henry  County, 
presided,  and  J.  T.  Fales,  of  Dubuque,  was  Secre¬ 
tary.  The  vote  for  Governor  in  the  convention 
stood:  Briggs,  sixty -two;  Jesse  V  illiams,  thirty- 
two,  and  William  Thompson,  thirty-one.  The  two 
latter  withdrew,  and  Briggs  was  then  chosen  by  ac¬ 
clamation.  Elisha  Cutler,  Jr.,  of  A  an  Buren  Coun¬ 
ty,  was  nominated  for  Secretary  of  State ;  Joseph 
T.  Fales,  of  Linn,  for  Auditor,  and  Morgan  Reno, 
of  Johnson,  for  Treasurer.  S.  C.  Hastings  and 
Sheperd  Leffier  were  nominated  for  Congress.  The 


election  was  held  Oct.  28,  1846,  the  entire  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket  being  successful.  Briggs  received 
7,620  votes  and  his  competitor,  Thomas  Me  Knight, 
the  Whig  candidate,  7,379,  giving  Briggs  a  major¬ 
ity  of  247. 

The  principal  question  between  the  two  leading 
parties,  the  Democratic  and  the  Whig,  at  this  period, 
was  that  of  the  banking  system.  It  is  related  that 
•  i  short  time  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
iion  which  nominated  Mr.  Briggs,  that  in  offering 
i  toast  at  a  banquet,  he  struck  the  key-note  which 
made  him  the  popular  man  of  the  hour.  lie  said, 
“No  banks  but  earth  and  they  well  tilled.”  This 
was  at  once  caught  up  by  his  party  and  it  did  more 
to  secure  him  the  nomination  than  anything  else. 
Ilis  administration  was  one  void  of  any  special  in¬ 
terest.  He  labored  in  harmonious  accord  with  his 
party,  yet  frequently  exhibited  an  independence  of 
principle,  characteristic  of  his  nature.  The  Mis¬ 
souri  boundary  question  which  caused  a  great  deal 
of  excited  controversy  at  this  period,  and  even  a 
determination  to  resort  to  arms,  was  handled  by 
him  with  great  ability. 

On  his  election  as  Executive  of  the  State,  Gov. 
Briffgs  sold  out  his  mail  contract,  but  after  the  ex- 
piration  of  his  term  of  service  he  continued  his 
residence  in  Jackson  County.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Council  Bluffs.  He  had  visited  the  western 
part  of  the  State  before  the  day  of  railroads  in  that 
section,  making  the  trip  by  carriage.  On  the  occa¬ 
sion  he  enrolled  himself  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  Florence  on  the  Nebraska  side  of  the 
river  and  six  miles  above  Council  Bluffs,  and  which 
for  a  time  was  a  vigorous  rival  of  Omaha.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  mining  excitement,  in  1860,  he  made  a  trip 
to  Colorado,  and  three  years  later,  in  company 
with  his  son  John  and  a  large  party,  went  to 
Montana,  where  he  remained  until  the  year 
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1865,  when  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Iowa. 

As  above  stated,  Gov.  Briggs  was  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  being  his  companion  for  a  brief  time 
only.  Ilis  second  wife  bore  him  eight  children,  all 
of  whom  died  in  infancy  save  two,  and  of  these  lat¬ 
ter,  Ansel,  Jr.,  died  May  15,  1867,  aged  twenty- 
five  years.  John  S.  Briggs,  the  onl}’  survivor  of 
the  family,  is  editor  of  the  Idaho  Herald ,  published 
at  Blackfoot,  Idaho  Territory.  Mrs.  Briggs  died 
Dec.  30,  1847,  while  her  husband  was  Governor  of 
the  State.  She  was  a  devoted  Christian  lady,  a 
strict  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a 
woman  of  strong  domestic  tastes.  She  was  highly 
educated,  and  endowed  by  nature  with  that 
womanly  tact  and  grace  which  ena  bled  her  to  adorn 
the  high  position  her  husband  had  attained. 
She  dispensed  a  bounteous  hospitality,  though  her 
home  was  in  a  log  house,  and  was  highly  esteemed 
and  admired  by  all  who  met  her. 

Gov.  Briggs  went  in  and  out  among  his  people 
for  many  years  after  his  retirement  from  the  execu¬ 


tive  office,  and  even  after  his  return  from  the  Mon 
tana  expedition.  lie  was  admired  for  his  able 
services  rendered  so  unselfishly  during  the  pioneer 
period  of  the  now  great  and  populous  State.  Ilis 
last,  illness,  ulceration  of  the  stomach,  was  of  brief 
duration,  lasting  only  five  weeks,  indeed  only  three 
days  before  his  death  he  was  able  to  be  out.  Ilis 
demise  occurred  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  John 
S.  Briggs,  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  at  half-past  three  of  the 
morning  of  May  5,  1881.  His  death  was  greatly 
mourned  all  over  the  State.  Upon  the  following 
day,  Gov.  Gear  issued  a  proclamation  reciting  his 
services  to  the  State,  ordering  half-hour  guns  to  be 
fired  and  the  national  flag  on  the  State  capitol  to 
lie  put  at  haif-mast  during  the  day  upon  which 
the  funeral  was  held,  which  was  the  following  Sun¬ 
day  succeeding  his  death. 
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TEPHEN  HEMPSTEAD,  sec¬ 
ond  Governor  of  Iowa,  is  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  where, 
at  New  London,  he  was  born 
Oct.  1,  1812.  He  resided  in 
that  State  with  his  parents 
until  1828,  when  the  family 
came  West,  locating  upon  a  farm 
near  Saint  Louis.  This  was  the 
home  of  3Toung  Stephen  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  Galena,  Ill.,  where 
he  served  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk 
in  a  commission  house  for  a  time. 
He  was  there  during  the  exciting 
period  of  the  Black  Hawk  troubles, 
and  was  an  officer  in  an  artilleiy 
company  which  had  been  organized  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  G  alena.  After  the  defeat  of  Black  Hawk 
and  the  consequent  termination  of  Indian  troubles, 
lie  entered  the  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  difficulties  which  he  got  into  about 
sectarianism  and  abolitionism,  he  left  the  college 
and  returned  to  Missouri.  He  shortly  afterward 
entered  the  office  . of  Charles  S.  Hempstead,  a  prom¬ 
inent  lawyer  of  Galena,  and  began  the  study  of  the 
profession  in  which  he  afterward  became  quite  pro- 
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ficient.  In  1836  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  which  at 
the  time  embraced  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  and  the 
same  year  located  at  Dubuque,  being  the  first  law- 
3'er  who  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  that 
place. 

As  might  be  expected  in  a  territory  but  thinly 
populated,  but  one  which  was  rapidly  settling  up, 
the  services  of  an  able  attorney  would  be  in  de¬ 
mand  in  order  to  draft  the  laws.  Upon  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Territorial  Government  of  Iowa  in 
1838,  he  was,  with  Gen.  Warner  Lewis,  elected  to 
represent  the  northern  portion  of  the  Territoiy  in 
the  Legislative  Council,  which  assembled  in  Bur¬ 
lington  that  year.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee  Judiciaiy,  and  at  the  second  session  of  that 
body  was  elected  its  President.  He  was  again 
elected  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  1845,  over 
which  he  also  presided.  In  1844  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  delegates  of  Dubuque  County,  for  the 
first  convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
State.  In  1848,  in  company  with  Judge  Cnarles 
Mason  and  W.  G.  Woodward,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  Commissioner  to  revise  the  laws 
of  the  State,  which  revision,  with  a  few  amend¬ 
ments,  was  adopted  as  the  code  of  Iowa  in  1851. 

In  1850  Mr.  Hempstead  was  elected  Governor  of 
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the  State,  and  served  with  ability  for  four  years, 
that  being  the  full  term  under  the  Constitution  at 
the  time.  lie  received  13,486  votes  against  11,- 
403  cast  for  liis  opponent,  James  L.  Thompson. 
After  the  vote  had  been  canvassed  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inform  the  Governor-elect  that 
the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  were  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  in  joint  convention,  in  order  that  he 
might  receive  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  Gov.  Hempstead,  accompanied  by  the  retir¬ 
ing  Executive,  Gov.  Briggs,  the  Judges  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  and  the  officers  of  State,  entered  the 
hall  of  the  House  where  the  Governor-elect  deliv¬ 
ered  his  inaugural  message,  after  which  the  oath 
was  administered  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  This  was  an  important  period  in  the 
history  of  the  State,  being  at  a  time  when  the  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  were  assuming  definite  shape,  and  indeed 
it  was  what  might  lie  termed  the  formative  period. 
The  session  of  the  Legislature  passed  many  import¬ 
ant  acts  which  were  approved  by  the  Governor,  and 
during  his  term  there  were  fifty-two  new  counties 
formed.  Gov.  Hempstead  in  his  message  to  the 
Fourth  General  Assembly  in  December,  1852, 
stated  that  among  other  things,  the  population  of 
the  State  according  to  the  Federal  census  was  192,- 
214,  and  that  the  State  census  showed  an  increase 
for  one  year  of  37,786.  He  also  stated  that  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  State  for  the  coming  two  years 
would  be  sufficient  to  cancel  all  that  part  of  funded 
debt  which  was  payable  at  its  option. 

Among  the  numerous  counties  organized  was  one 
named  Buncombe,  which  received  its  name  in  the 
following  way :  The  Legislature  was  composed  of  a 
large  majority  favoring  stringent  corporation  laws 
and  the  liability  of  individual  stockholders  for  eor- 
parate  debts.  This  sentiment,  on  account  of  the 
agitation  of  railroad  enterprises  then  being  inaugu¬ 
rated,  brought  a  large  number  of  prominent  men 
to  the  capital.  To  have  an  effect  upon  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  they  organized  a  “ lobby  Legislature”  and 
elected  as  Governor,  Verplank  Van  Antwerp,  who 
delivered  to  the  self-constituted  body  a  lengthy 
message  in  which  he  sharpty  criticized  the  regular 
General  Assembly.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
latter  were  in  the  habit  of  making  long  and  useful 
speeches  much  to  the  hindrance  of  business.  To 
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these  he  especially  referred,  charging  them  with 
speaking  for  “Buncombe,”  and  recommended  that 
as  a  lasting  memorial  a  county  should  be  called  by 
that  name.  This  suggestion  was  readily  seized  on 
by  the  Legislature,  and  the  county  of  Buncombe 
was  created  with  few  dissenting  voices.  However, 
the  General  Assembly,  in  18G2,  changed  the  name 
to  Lyon,  in  honor  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon  who  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  season  of  1851  was  one  of  great  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  much  suffering 
was  the  result  of  the  bad  season  of  that  year.  By 
the  year  1854,  the  State  had  fully  recovered  from 
the  depression  thus  produced,  and  that  year  as  well 
as  the  following,  the  emigration  from  the  East  was 
unprecedented.  The  prairies  of  Illinois  were  lined 
day  after  day  with  a  continuous  caravan  of  emi¬ 
grants  pushing  on  toward  Iowa.  During  a  single 
month  1743  wagons  bound  for  Iowa  passed  through 
Peoria.  So  remarkable  had  been  the  influx  of  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  State,  that  in  an  issue  of  the  Burling¬ 
ton  Telegraph  appeared  the  following  statement: 
“  Twenty  thousand  emigrants  have  passed  through 
the  city  within  the  last  thirty  days,  and  they  are 
still  crossing  the  Mississippi  at  the  rate  of  GOO  a  day.” 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  which 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1854,  Gov. 
Hempstead  returned  to  his  old  home  at  Dubuque. 
In  1855  he  was  elected  County  Judge  of  Dubuque 
County,  and  so  acceptably  did  he  serve  the  people 
that  for  twelve  years  he  was  chosen  to  fill  that  posi¬ 
tion.  Under  his  administration  the  principal 
county  building,  including  the  jail,  poorhouse,  as 
well  as  some  valuable  bridges,  were  erected. 
Owing  to  ill-health  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
public  life,  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
quietude  and  repose  at  Dubuque.  There  he  lived 
until  Feb.  1G,  1883,  when,  at  his  home,  the  light  of 
his  long  and  eventful  life  went  out.  The  record 
he  has  made,  which  was  an  honorable  and  distin¬ 
guished  one,  was  closed,  and  Iowa  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  her  most  distinguished 
pioneer  citizens.  He  had  been  an  unusually  useful 
man  of  the  State  and  his  services,  which  were  able 
and  wise,  were  rendered  in  that  unselfish  spirit 
which  distinguished  so  many  of  the  early  residents 
of  this  now  prosperous  State. 
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AMES  W.  GRIMES,  the 
third  gentleman  to  fill  the 
Executive  Chair  of  the  State 
of  Iowa,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Deering,  Hillsbor¬ 
ough  Co.,  N.  H.,  Oct.  20, 
si  1810.  His  parents,  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Wilson)  Grimes,  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  town. 
The  former  was  born  on  the  1 1th 
of  August,  1772,  and  the  mother 
March  19, 1773.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
James  was  the  youngest  and  be¬ 
came  one  of  tiie  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  Iowa.  He  attended  the 
district  schools,  and  in  early  childhood  evinced  an 
unusual  taste  for  learning.  Besides  attending  the 
district  schools,  the  village  pastor  instructed  him 
in  Greek  and  Latin.  After  completing  his  prepar¬ 
ations  for  college,  which  he  did  at  Hampton  Acad¬ 
emy,  he  entered  Dartmouth  College,  in  August, 
1832,  which  was  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  a  hard  student,  advanced  rapidly,  and  in 
February,  1835,  bid  adieu  to  the  college  halls,  and 
with  James  Walker,  of  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  he  be¬ 
gan  tfc°  stud}’  of  his  chosen  profession. 


Feeling  that  his  native  State  afforded  too  limited 
advantages,  and,  in  fact,  being  of  a  rather  advent¬ 
urous  disposition,  as  well  as  ambitious,  he  desired 
broader  fields  in  which  to  carve  for  himself  a  fort¬ 
une.  He  accordingly  left  the  home  that  had 
sheltered  him  during  his  boyhood  days,  and  turn¬ 
ing  his  face  Westward  proceeded  until  he  had 
crossed  the  great  Father  of  Waters.  It  was  in 
183G,  and  young  Grimes  was  indeed  young  to  thus 
take  upon  himself  such  responsibilities;  but  pos¬ 
sessing  business  tact,  determination  and  tenacity, 
as  well  as  an  excellent  professional  training,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  open  an  office  in  the  then  new  town  of 
Burlington,  Iowa.  Here  he  hung  out  his  shingle, 
and  ere  long  had  established  a  reputation  which 
extended  far  beyond  the  confines  of  the  little  city. 

In  April.  1837,  he  was  appointed  City  Solicitor, 
and  entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  he 
assisted  in  drawing  up  the  first  police  laws  of  that 
town.  In  1838  he  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  became  a  law  partner  of  William  IV. 
Chapman,  United  States  District  Attorney  for 
Wisconsin  Territory.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1841  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Starr, 
Esq.,  which  continued  twelve  years.  This  firm 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  legal  profession  in  Iowa. 
Mr.  Grimes  was  widely  known  as  a  counselor  with 
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superior  knowledge  of  the  law,  and  with  a  clear 
sense  of  truth  and  justice.  lie  was  chosen  one  of 
the  Representatives  of  Ues  Moines  County  in  the 
first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
which  convened  at  Burlington,  Nov.  12,  1838;  in 
the  sixth,  at  Iowa  City,  Dec.  4,  1843;  and  in  the 
fourth  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  at  Iowa  City, 
Doc.  (I.  1852.  lie  early  took  front  rank  among  the 
public  men  of  Iowa.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  first  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Ter¬ 
ritory.  .and  all  laws  for  the  new  Territory  passed 
through  his  hands. 

Mr.  Grimes  had  become  prominently  identified 
with  the  Whig  party,  and  being  distinguished  as  an 
able  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  fair-minded,  conscientious 
man,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  for  Governor 
before  the  convention  which  met  in  February,  1854. 
It  was  the  largest  convention  of  that  party  ever 
held  in  Iowa  and  the  last.  He  was  chosen  as  a  nom¬ 
inee  for  Governor,  was  duly  elected,  and  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1854,  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office.  Shortly 
after  his  election  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  go 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  but  he  gave  his  ad¬ 
mirers  to  understand  that  he  was  determined  to  fill 
the  term  of  office  for  which  he  had  been  chosen. 
This  he  did,  serving  the  full  term  to  the  entire  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  all  parties.  He  was  a  faithful  party 
leader,  and  so  able  were  his  services  that,  while  at 
the  time  of  his  election  as  Governor  Democracy 
reigned  supreme  in  the  State  and  its  representatives 
in  Congress  were  allied  to  the  slave  power,  he 


turned  the  State  over  to  the  Republican  party. 

His  term  of  office  expired  Jan.  14,  1858,  when 
he  retired  from  the  Executive  Chair,  only,  how¬ 
ever,  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of  a  United 
States  Senator.  Upon  the  4th  of  March  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  and  was 
placed  upon  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  upon 
which  he  remained  during  his  Senatorial  career, 
serving  as  Chairman  of  that  important  committee 
from  December,  18G4.  Jan.  1  (>,  1804,  Mr.  Grimes 
was  again  chosen  to  represent  Iowa  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  receiving  all  but  six  of  the 
votes  of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  convention. 

His  counsel  was  often  sought  in  matters  of  great 
moment,  and  in  cases  of  peculiar  difficulty.  Al- 
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ways  ready  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State,  he 
gave,  unsolicited,  land  worth  $0,000  to  the  Congre¬ 
gational  College,  at  Grinnell.  It  constitutes  the 
“  Grimes  foundation,”  and  “  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  in  Iowa  College, 
forever,  of  four  scholarships,  to  be  awarded  by  the 
Trustees,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  faculty,  to 
the  best  scholars,  and  the  most  promising,  in  any 
department,  who  may  need  and  seek  such  aid,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  religious  tenets  or  opin¬ 
ions  entertained  by  any  person  seeking  either  of 
said  scholarships.”  These  terms  were  imposed  by 
Mr.  Grimes,  and  assumed  July  20,  1805,  by  the 
Trustees.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
LL.D.  in  1805  from  Dartmouth  College,  and  also 
from  Iowa  College.  He  also  aided  in  founding  a 
public  library  in  Burlington,  donating  $5,000,  which 
was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  costly  books,  and 
subsequently  sent  from  Europe  250  volumes  in  the 
German  language,  and  also  contributed  000  vol¬ 
umes  of  public  documents. 

In  January,  1809,  he  made  a  donation  of  $5,000 
to  Dartmouth  College,  and  $1,000  to  the  “Social 
Friend,”  a  literary  society  of  which  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  when  in  college. 

1 1  is  health  failing,  Mr.  Grimes  sailed  for  Europe, 
April  14,  1809,  remaining  abroad  two  years, 
reaching  home  Sept.  22,  1871,  apparently  in  im¬ 
proved  health  and  spirits.  In  November  he  cele¬ 
brated  his  silver  wedding,  and  spent  the  closing 
months  of  his  life  with  his  family.  He  voted  at 
the  city  election,  Feb.  5,  1872,  and  was  suddenly 
attacked  with  severe  pains  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  and  died  after  a  few  short  hours  of  intense 
suffering. 

_  Senator  Grimes  was  united  in  marriage  at  Bur¬ 
lington,  la.,  Nov.  9,  1840,  with  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Neally.  Mr.  Grimes  stood  in  the  foremost  ranks 
among  the  men  of  his  time,  not  only  in  the  State 
but  of  the  nation.  The  young  attorney  who  left 
the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire  for  the  fertile 
prairies  of  the  West,  distinguished  himself  both  as 
an  attorney  and  a  statesman.  II is  personal  history 
is  so  inseparably  interwoven  in  that  of  the  history 
of  the  State  that  a  sketch  of  his  life  is  indeed  but  a 
record  of  the  history  of  his  adopted  State  during 
the  years  of  his  manhood  and  vigor. 
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ALPH  P.  LOWE,  the  fourth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  was  horn  in  Ohio  in 
the  year  1808,  and  like  many 
others  of  the  distinguished 
men  of  Iowa,  came  within  her 
borders  in  early  pioneer 
times.  He  was  a  young  man 
but  a  little  over  thirty  years 
of  age  when  he  crossed  the  great 
Father  of  Waters,  settling  upon  its 
western  bank  at  the  then  small  vill¬ 
age  of  Muscatine.  lie  at  once 
identified  himself  with  the  interests 
of  the  growing  city,  and  ere  long 
became  quite  prominent  in  local 
affairs  and  of  recognized  ability  in 
questions  of  public  policy.  He  was  shortly  after¬ 
ward  chosen  as  a  representative  from  Muscatine 
County  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1844, 
which  framed  the  Constitution  which  was  rejected 
by  the  people. 

After  this  constitutional  convention,  Mr.  Lowe 
took  no  further  part  in  public  matters  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  removed  to  Lee  County  about 
1849  or ’50,  where  he  became  District  Judge  as  a 
successor  to  George  H.  Williams,  who  was  after¬ 
ward  famous  as  President  Grant’s  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral.  He  was  District  Judge  five  years,  from  1852 
to  1857,  being  succeeded  by  Judge  C'laggett.  In 
the  summer  of  1857  he  was  nominated  by  the  Re¬ 
publicans  for  Governor  of  Iowa,  with  Oran  Faville 
for  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Democracy  put  in 


the  field  Benjamin  M.  Samuels  for  Governor  and 
George  Gillaspy  for  Lieutenant-Governor.  There 
was  a  third  ticket  in  the  field,  supported  by  the 
American  or  ‘•Know-Nothing”  party,  and  bearing 
the  names  of  T.  F.  Henry  and  Easton  Morris. 
The  election  was  held  in  October,  1857,  ami  gave 
Mr.  Lowe  38,498  votes,  against  36,088  for  Mr. 
Samuels,  and  1,006  for  Mr.  Henry. 

Hitherto  the  term  of  office  had  been  four  years, 
but  by  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  this  was 
now  reduced  to  two.  Gov.  Lowe  was  inaug¬ 
urated  Jan.  14,  1858,  and  at  once  sent  his  first 
message  to  the  Legislature.  Among  the  measures 
passed  by  this  Legislature  were  bills  to  incorporate 
the  State  Bank  of  Iowa;  to  provide  for  an  agricult¬ 
ural  college;  to  authorize  the  business  of  banking; 
disposing  of  the  land  grant  made  by  Congress  to 
the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad;  to  provide  for 
the  erection  of  an  institution  for  the  education  of 
the  blind,  and  to  provide  for  taking  a  State  census. 

No  events  of  importance  pccurred  during  the 
administration  of  Gov.  Lowe,  but  it  was  not  a 
period  of  uninterrupted  prosperity.  The  Governor 
said  in  his  biennial  message  of  Jan.  10,  1860, 
reviewing  the  preceeding  two  years:  “The  period 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  last  biennial  session  has 
been  one  of  great  disturbing  causes,  and  of  anxious 
solicitude  to  all  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens.  The 
first  year  of  this  period  was  visited  with  heavy  and 
continuous  rains,  which  reduced  the  measure  of 
our  field  crops  below  one-half  of  the  usual  product, 
whilst  the  financial  revulsion  which  commenced 
upon  the  Atlantic  coast  in  the  autumn  of  1857, 
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not  reach  its  climax  for  evil  in  our  borders  until 
the  year  just  past.” 

He  referred  at  length  to  the  claim  of  the  State 
against  the  Federal  Government,  and  said  that  he 
had  appealed  in  vain  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte¬ 
rior  for  the  payment  of  the  .">  per  cent  upon  the 
military  land  warrants  that  the  State  is  justly  en¬ 
titled  to,  which  then  approximated  to  a  million  of 
dollars.  The  payment  of  this  fund,  he  said,  “is 
not  a  mere  favor  which  is  asked  of  the  General 
Government,  but  a  subsisting  right  which  could  be 
enforced  in  a,  court  of  justice,  were  there  a  tribunal 
of  this  kind  clothed  with  the  requisite  jurisdiction.” 

The  subject  of  the  Des  Moines  River  grant  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Governor  special  attention,  and  he 
gave  a  history  of  the  operations  of  the  State  author¬ 
ities  in  reference  to  obtaining  the  residue  of  the 
lands  to  which  the  State  was  entitled,  and  other  in¬ 
formation  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  He  also 
remarked  “that  under  the  act  authorizing  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  to  raise  a  company  of  mounted  men  for  de¬ 
fense  and  protection  of  our  frontier,  approved 
Feb.  9,  1858,  a  company  of  thirty  such  men,  known 
as  the  Frontier  Guards,  armed  and  equipped  as  re¬ 
quired,  were  organized  and  mustered  into  service 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Henry  B.  Martin,  of 
Webster  City,  about  the  1st  of  March  then  follow¬ 
ing,  and  were  divided  into  two  companies,  one 
stationed  on  the  Little  Sioux  River,  the  other  at 
Spirit  Lake.  Their  presence  afforded  security  and 
gave  quiet  to  the  settlements  in  that  region,  and 
after  a  service  of  four  months  they  were  disbanded. 

“  Late  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  however,  great 


alarm  and  consternation  was  again  felt  in  the 
region  of  Spirit  Lake  and  Sioux  River  settlements, 
produced  by  the  appearance  of  large  numbers  of 
Indians  on  the  border,  whose  bearing  was  insolent 
and  menacing,  and  who  were  charged  with  clan¬ 
destinely  running  off  the  stock  of  the  settlers. 
The  most  urgent  appeals  came  from  these  settlers, 
invoking  again  the  protection  of  the  State.  From 
representations  made  of  the  imminence  of  their 
danger  and  the  losses  already  sustained,  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  summoned  into  the  field  once  more  the 
frontier  guards.  After  a  service  of  four  or  live 
months  they  were  again  discharged,  and  paid  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  the  act  under  which  they  were 
called  out.” 

Gov.  Lowe  was  beaten  for  the  renomination 
by  Hon.  S.  ,1.  Kirkwood,  who  was  considered 
much  the  stronger  man.  To  compensate  him  for 
his  defeat  for  the  second  term.  Gov.  Lowe 
was  appointed  one  of  the  three  .bulges  under  the 
new  Constitution,  lie  drew  the  short  term,  which 
expired  in  1801,  but  was  returned  and  served,  all 
told,  eight  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law,  gradually  working  into  a  claim  busi¬ 
ness  at  Washington,  to  which  city  he  removed 
about  1874.  In  that  city  he  died,  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  22,  1883.  lie  had  a  large  family.  Carleton, 
one  of  his  sons,  was  an  officer  in  the  Third  Iowa 
Cavalry  during  the  war. 

Gov.  Lowe  was  a  man  of  detail,  accurate  and 
industrious.  In  private  and  public  life  he  was 
pure,  upright  and  honest.  In  religious  faith  he 
was  inclined  to  be  a  Spiritualist. 
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HE  fifth  Governor  of  Iowa 
was  Samuel  J.  Kirkwood. 
He  was  born  in  Hartford 
County,  Md.,  on  his  father’s 
farm,  Dec.  20,  1813.  His 
father  was  twice  married, 
first  to  a  lady  named  Coulson, 
who  became  the  mother  of  two 
sons.  After  the  death  of  this 
companion,  the  elder  Kirkwood 
was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Alexander,  who  bore  him 
three  children,  all  of  whom  were 
sons.  Of  this  little  family  Samuel 
was  the  youngest,  and  when  ten 


years  of  age  was  sent  to  Washington  City  to  at¬ 
tend  a  school  taught  by  John  McLeod,  a  relative  of 
the  family.  Here  he  remained  for  four  years,  giv¬ 
ing  diliaent  attention  to  his  studies,  at  the  close  of 
which  time  he  entered  a  drug  store  at  Washington 
as  clerk.  In  this  capacity  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  eighteen  months,  until  he  reached  his 
majority.  During  the  interval  referred  to,  young 
Kirkwood  was  living  the  life  of  a  pedagogue  in 
York  County,  Pa. 

In  the  year  1835,  Samuel  quit  Washington  and 
came  westward  to  Richland  County,  Ohio.  His 
father  and  brother  had  preceded  him  from  Mary¬ 
land.  locating  upon  a  timbered  farm  in  the  Buckeye 
State.  Here  Samuel  lent  them  valuable  assistance 
in  clearing  the  farm.  He  was  ambitious  to  enter 
the  legal  profession,  and  in  the  year  1841,  an  oppor¬ 


tunity  was  afforded  him  to  enter  the  office  of 
Thomas  W.  Bartley,  afterward  Governor  of  Ohio. 
The  following  two  years  he  gave  diligent  applica¬ 
tion  to  his  books,  and  in  1843,  was  admitted  to 
practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  He  was 
then  fortunate  enough  to  form  an  association  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  with  his  former  pre¬ 
ceptor,  which  relations  continued  for  eight  years. 

From  1845  to  1849  he  served  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  his  county.  In  1849  he  was  elected 
as  a  Democrat  to  represent  his  county  and  district 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  In  1851  Mr. 
Bartley,  his  partner,  having  been  elected  to  the 
Supreme  Judiciary  of  the  State,  Kirkwood  formed 
a  partnership  with  Barnabas  Barns,  with  whom  he 
continued  to  practice  until  the  spring  of  1855, 
when  he  removed  to  the  West. 

Up  to  1854  Mr.  Kirkwood  had  acted  with  the 
Democratic  party.  But  the  measures  proposed  and 
sustained  that  year  by  the  Democracy  in  Congress, 
concentrated  in  what  was  known  as  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act,  drove  him  with  hosts  of  anti-slavery 
Democrats  out  of  the  party.  He  was  besought  by 
the  opposition  in  the  “Richland  District”  to  be¬ 
come  their  candidate  for  Congress,  but  declined. 
In  1855  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  two  miles 
northwest  of  Iowa  City,  entering  into  a  partnership 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Ezekiel  Clark,  in  the  mill¬ 
ing  business,  and  kept  aloof  from  public  affaits. 
He  could  not  long  conceal  his  record  and  abilities 
from  his  neighbors,  however,  and  in  1856  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  from  the  district  com- 
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posed  of  the  counties  of  Iowa  and  Johnson,  and 
served  in  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  held  at 
Iowa  City  and  the  first  one  held  at  Des  Moines. 

In  1859  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  made  the  standard- 
bearer  of  the  Republicans  of  Iowa,  and  though  he 
had  as  able  and  popular  a  competitor  as  Gen.  A. 
C.  Dodge,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Iowa  by  a 
majority  of  over  3,000.  lie  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
11,1 860.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  first  term 
came  the  great  Civil  War.  As  Governor,  during 
the  darkest  days  of  the  Rebellion,  he  performed  an 
exceedingly  important  duty.  He  secured  a  prompt 
response  by  volunteers  to  all  requisitions  by  the 
Federal  Government  on  the  State  for  troops,  so 
that  during  his  Governorship  no  “draft”  took 
place  in  Iowa,  and  no  regiment,  except  the  first, 
enlisted  for  less  than  three  years.  At  the  same 
time  he  maintained  the  State’s  financial  credit. 
The  Legislature,  at  its  extra  session  in  1861, 
authorized  the  sale  of  $800,000  in  bonds,  to  assist 
in  arming  and  equipping  troops.  So  frugally  was 
this  work  done,  that  but  $300,000  of  the  bonds 
were  sold,  and  the  remaining  $500,000  not  having 
been  required,  the  bonds  representing  this  amount 
were  destroyed  by  order  of  the  succeeding  Legis¬ 
lature. 

In  October,  1861,  Gov.  Kirkwood  was,  with  com¬ 
paratively  little  opposition,  re-elected — an  honor 
accorded  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
State.  His  majority  was  about  18,000.  During 
his  second  term  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Lincoln  to  be  Minister  to  Denmark,  but  he  declined 
to  enter  upon  his  diplomatic  duties  until  the  expir¬ 
ation  of  his  term  as  Governor.  The  position  was 
kept  open  for  him  until  that  time,  but,  when  it 
came,  pressing  private  business  compelled  a  declin¬ 
ation  of  the  office  altogether. 

In  January,  1866,  he  was  a  prominent  candidate 
before  the  Legislature  for  United  States  Senator. 
Senator  Harlan  had  resigned  the  Senatorship  upon 


his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  President  Lincoln,  just  before  his 
death,  but  had  withdrawn  from  the  cabinet  soon 
after  the  accession  of  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  In  this  way  it  happened  that  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  had  two  terms  of  United  States  Senator  to  fill, 
a  short  term  of  two  years,  to  fill  Harlan’s  unexpired 
term,  and  a  long  term  of  six  years  to  immediately 
succeed  this ;  and  Harlan  had  now  become  a  candi¬ 
date  for  his  own  successorship,  to  which  Kirkwood 
also  aspired.  Ultimately,  Kirkwood  was  elected 
for  the  first  and  Harlan  for  the  second  term.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  brief  Senatorial  service,  Kirkwood  did  not 
hesitate  to  measure  swords  with  Senator  Sumner, 
whose  natural  egotism  had  begotten  in  him  an  ar¬ 
rogant  and  dictatorial  manner,  borne  with  humbly 
until  then  by  his  colleagues,  in  deference  to  his 
long  experience  and  eminent  ability,  but  unpalata¬ 
ble  to  an  independent  Western  Senator  like  Kirk¬ 
wood. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  March  I, 
1867,  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  which  a  few 
years  later  he  relinquished  to  accept  the  Presidency 
of  the  Iowa  City  Savings  Bank.  In  1875  he  was 
again  elected  Governor,  and  was  inaugurated  Jan. 
13,  1876.  He  served  but  little  over  a  year,  as 
early  in  1877  lie  was  chosen  United  States  Senator. 
He  filled  this  position  four  years,  resigning  to  be¬ 
come  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  President  Gar- 
I  field’s  Cabinet.  In  this  office  he  was  succeeded, 
April  17,  1882,  by  Henry  M.  Teller,  of  Colorado. 

Gov.  Kirkwood  returned  to  Iowa  City,  his  home, 
where  he  still  resides,  being  now  advanced  in  years. 
He  was  married  in  1843,  to  Miss  Jane  Clark,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio. 

In  1886  Mr.  Kirkwood  was  nominated  for  Con¬ 
gress  by  the  Republicans  of  his  district.  Consider¬ 
able  interest  was  manifested  in  the  contest,  as  both 
the  Labor  and  Democratic  parties  had  popular  can¬ 
didates  in  the  field. 
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II, LIAM  M.  STONE,  the 
sixth  Governor  of  Iowa,  was 
born  Oct.  14,  1827.  His 
parents,  Truman  and  La- 
vina  (North)  Stone,  who 
were  of  English  ancestry, 
moved  to  Lewis  County,  N. 
Y.,  when  William  was  but  a 
year  old.  William’s  grandfather,  Aaron 
Stone,  was  in  the  second  war  with  En¬ 
gland.  When  our  subject  was  six  years 
of  age  his  parents  moved  into  Ohio,  lo¬ 
cating  in  Coshocton  County.  Like  many 
other  self-made  men,  William  M.  had  few 
advantages.  He  never  attended  a  school 
of  any  kind  more  than  twelve  months. 
In  boyhood  he  was  for  two  seasons  a  team-driver 
on  the  Ohio  Canal.  At  seventeen  he  was  appren¬ 
ticed  to  the  chairmaker’s  trade,  and  he  followed 
that  business  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  reading  law  meantime  during  his  spare  hours, 
wherever  he  happened  to  be.  He  commenced  at 
Coshocton,  with  James  Mathews,  who  afterward 
became  his  father-in-law;  continued  his  reading 
with  Gen.  Lucius  V.  Pierce,  of  Akron,  and  finished 
with  Ezra  B.  Taylor,  of  Ravenna.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  August,  1851,  by  Peter  Hitchcock 
and  Rufus  P.  Ranney,  Supreme  Judges,  holding  a 
term  of  court  at  Ravenna. 


After  practicing  three  jmars  at  Coshocton  with 
his  old  preceptor,  James  Mathews,  he,  in  November, 
1854,  settled  in  Knoxville,  which  has  remained  his 
home  since.  The  year  after  locating  here  Mr. 
Stone  purchased  the  Knoxville  Journal ,  and  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  forming  the  Republican 
party  in  Iowa,  being  the  first  editor  to  suggest  a 
State  Convention,  which  met  Feb.  22,  1856,  and 
completed  the  organization.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
same  year  he  was  a  Presidential  elector  on  the  Re¬ 
publican  ticket. 

In  April,  1857,  Mr.  Stone  was  chosen  Judge  of 
the  Eleventh  Judicial  District.  He  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District  when  the  new 
Constitution  went  into  operation  in  1858,  and  was 
serving  on  the  bench  when  the  American  flag  was 
stricken  down  at  Fort  Sumter.  At  that  time, 
April,  1861,  he  was  holding  court  in  Fairfield, 
Jefferson  County,  and  when  the  news  came  of  the 
insult  to  the  old  flag  he  immediately  adjourned 
court  and  prepared  for  what  he  believed  to  be  more 
important  duties — duties  to  his  country. 

In  May  he  enlisted  as  a  private ;  was  made  Cap¬ 
tain  of  Co.  B,  Third  Iowa  Inf.,  and  was  subse¬ 
quently  promoted  to  Major.  With  that  regiment 
he  was  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Mill,  Mo.,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1861,  where  he  was  wounded.  At  Shiloh,  the 
following  spring,  he  commanded  the  regiment  and 
was  taken  prisoner.  By  order  of  Jefferson  Davis 
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he  was  paroled  for  the  time  of  forty  days,  with 
orders  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  if  possible 
secure  an  agreement  for  a  cartel  for  a  general  ex¬ 
change  of  prisoners,  and  to  return  as  a  prisoner  if 
he  did  not  succeed.  Failing  to  secure  that  result 
within  the  period  specified,  he  returned  to  Rich¬ 
mond  and  had  his  parole  extended  fifteen  days;  re¬ 
pairing  again  to  Washington,  he  effected  his  pur¬ 
pose  and  was  exchanged. 

In  August,  1862,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 
Kirkwood  Colonel  of  the  Twenty -second  Iowa 
Infantry,  which  rendezvoused  and  organized  at 
Camp  Pope,  Iowa  City,  the  same  month.  The 
regiment  was  occupied  for  several  months  in  guard¬ 
ing  supply  stores  and  the  railroad,  and  escorting 
supply  trains  to  the  Army  of  the  Southeast  Mis¬ 
souri  until  Jan.  27,  1863,  when  it  received  orders 
to  join  the  army  under  Gen.  Davidson,  at  West 
Plains,  Mo.  After  a  march  of  five  days  it  reached 
its  destination,  and  was  brigaded  with  the  Twenty- 
first  and  Twenty-third  Iowa  regiments,  Col.  Stone 
commanding,  and  was  designated  the  First  Brigade, 
First  Division,  Army  of  Southeast  Missouri.  April 
l  found  Col.  Stone  at  Milliken’s  Bend,  La.,  to  assist 
Grant  in  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  now 
in  immediate  command  of  his  regiment,  which 
formed  a  part  of  a  brigade  under  Col.  C.  L.  Harris, 
of  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin.  In  the  advance  upon 
Port  Gibson  Col.  Harris  was  taken  sick,  and  Col. 
Stone  was  again  in  charge  of  a  brigade.  In  the 
battle  of  Port  Gibson  the  Colonel  and  his  com¬ 
mand  distinguished  themselves,  and  were  successful. 
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The  brigade  was  in  the  reserve  at  Champion  Hills, 
and  in  active  skirmish  at  Black  River. 

On  the  evening  of  May  21  Col.  Stone  received 
Gen.  Grant’s  order  for  a  general  assault  on  the 
enemy’s  lines  at  10  A.  M.  on  the  22d.  In  this 
charge,  which  was  unsuccessful,  Col.  Stone  was 
again  wounded,  receiving  a  gunshot  in  the  left 
forearm.  Col.  Stone  commanded  a  brigade  until 
the  last  of  August,  when,  being  ordered  to  the  Gulf 
Department,  lie  resigned.  He  had  become  very 
popular  with  the  people  of  Iowa. 

He  was  nominated  in  a  Republican  convention, 
held  at  Des  Moines  in  June,  1863,  and  was  elected 
by  a  very  large  majority.  He-  was  breveted  Brig¬ 
adier-General  in  1864,  during  his  first  year  as  Gov¬ 
ernor.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  14,  1864,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1865,  his  four  years  in  office  closing 
Jan.  16,  1868.  His  majority  in  1863  was  nearly 
30,000,  and  in  1865  about  16,500.  His  diminished 
vote  in  1865  was  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  very 
strongly  committed  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage. 

Gov.  Stone  made  a  very  energetic  and  efficient 
Executive.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  gubernatorial 
term  he  has  sought  to  escape  the  public  notice,  and 
has  given  his  time  to  his  private  business  interests. 
He  is  in  partnership  with  Hon.  0.  B.  Ayres,  of 
Knoxville,  in  legal  practice. 

He  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1877. 
and  served  one  term. 

In  May,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Carioaet  Mathews, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  then  residing  in  Knoxville.  They 
have  one  son — William  A 
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AMUEL  MERRILL,  Governor 
from  1808  to  1872,  was  horn 
in  Oxford  County,  Maine, 
|  Aug.  7,  1822.  He  is  a  de- 
scendant  on  liis  mother’s  side 
of  Peter  Hill,  who  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Maine 
in  1653.  From  this  ancestry  have 
sprung  most  of  the  Hills  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  On  his  father’s  side  he  is  a  de- 
cendant  of  Nathaniel  Merrill,  who 
came  from  England  in  1636,  and  lo¬ 
cated  in  Massachusetts.  Nathaniel 
had  a  son,  Daniel,  who  in  turn  had 
a  son  named  John,  and  he  in  turn 
begat  a  son  called  Thomas.  The 
latter  was  born  Dec.  18,  1708.  On  the  4th  of  Aug¬ 
ust,  1  728,  was  born  to  him  a  son,  Samuel,  who  was 
married  and  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  one  of 
whom,  Abel,  was  taken  by  his  father  to  Boston  in 
1750.  Abel  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Page,  who 
had  five  children,  one  of  whom,  Abel,  Jr.,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  He  married  Abigail  Hill 
June  25,  1809,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  Samuel  being  the  youngest  but  one.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  Samuel  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Buxton,  Maine,  the  native  place  of  his  mother, 
where  his  time  was  employed  in  turns  in  teaching 
and  attending  school  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
Having  determined  to  make  teaching  a  profession, 
and  feeling  that  the  South  offered  better  opportu¬ 
nities,  lie  immediately  set  out  for  that  section.  He 
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remained,  however,  but  a  short  time,  as  he  says  “  he 
was  born  too  far  North.”  Suspicion  having  been 
raised  as  to  his  abolition  principles  and  finding  the 
element  not  altogether  congenial,  he  soon  abandoned 
the  sunny  South  and  went  to  the  old  Granite  State, 
where  the  next  several  years  were  spent  in  farming. 
In  1847  he  moved  to  Tam  worth,  N.  II. ,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  company  with 
a  brother,  in  which  he  was  quite  successful.  Not 
being  satisfied  with  the  limited  resources  of  North¬ 
ern  New  England  he  determined  to  try  his  good 
fortune  on  the  broad  prairies  of  the  fertile  West. 

It  was  in  the  year  1856  that  Mr.  Merrill  turned 
his  face  toward  the  setting  sun,  finding  a  desirable 
location  near  McGregor,  Iowa,  where  he  established 
a  branch  house  of  the  old  firm.  The  population  in¬ 
creased,  as  also  did  their  trade,  and  their  house  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  most  extensive  wholesale  establish¬ 
ments  on  the  Upper  Mississippi.  During  all  these 
years  of  business  Mr.  Merrill  took  an  active  part  in 
politics.  In  1854  he  was  chosen  on  the  abolition 
ticket  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
following  year  he  was  again  returned  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  and  doubtless  had  he  remained  in  that  State 
would  have  risen  still  higher.  In  coming  to  Iowa 
his  experience  and  ability  were  demanded  by  his 
neighbors,  and  he  was  here  called  into  public  serv¬ 
ice.  He  was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  though 
assembled  with  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his 
time,  took  a  leading  part  in  the  important  services 
demanded  of  that  body.  The  Legislature  was  con¬ 
vened  in  an  extra  session  of  1861,  to  provide  for 
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the  exigencies  of  the  Rebellion,  and  in  its  deliber¬ 
ations  Mr.  Merrill  took  an  active  part. 

In  the  summer  of  18(12,  Mr.  Merrill  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Colonel  of  the  21st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  im¬ 
mediately  went  to  the  front.  At  the  time  Marma- 
duke  was  menacing  the  Union  forces  in  Missouri, 
which  called  for  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Union  Generals,  Col.  Merrill  was  placed  in  com¬ 
mand,  with  detachments  of  the  21st  Iowa  and  99th 
Illinois,  a  portion  of  the  3d  Iowa  Cavalry  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  orders  to  make  a  forced 
march  to  Springfield,  he  being  at  the  time  eighty 
miles  distant.  On  the  morning  of  Jan.  11,  18G3, 
he  came  across  a  body  of  Confederates  who  were 
advancing  in  heavy  force.  Immediate  preparations 
for  battle  were  made  by  Col.  Merrill,  and  after  brisk¬ 
ly  firing  for  an  hour,  the  enemy  fell  back.  Merrill 
then  moved  in  the  direction  of  Hartville,  where  he 
found  the  enemy  in  force  under  Marmaduke,  being 
about  eight  thousand  strong,  while  Merrill  had  but 
one-tenth  of  that  number.  A  hot  struggle  ensued 
in  which  the  Twenty-first  distinguished  itself.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  several  officers  and  three  hun¬ 
dred  men  killed  and  wounded,  while  the  Union  loss 
was  but  seven  killed  and  sixty-four  wounded.  The 
following  winter  the  regiment  performed  active 
service,  taking  part  in  the  campaign  of  Vicksburg. 
It  fought  under  McClernand  at  Port  Gibson,  and 
while  making  the  famous  charge  of  Black  River 
Bridge,  Col.  Merrill  was  severely  wounded  through 
the  hip.  He  was  laid  up  from  the  17th  of  May  to 
January,  when  he  again  joined  his  regiment  in 
Texas,  and  in  June,  18G4,  on  account  of  suffering 
from  his  wound,  resigned  and  returned  to  Mc- 
Gre«or.  In  18G7  Mr.  Merrill  was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor  of  the  State,  being  elected  upon  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket.  He  served  with  such  satisfaction,  that 
in  18G9  he  was  re-nominated  and  accordingly 
elected. 

Under  the  administration  of  Gov.  Merrill, 
the  movement  for  the  erection  of  the  new  State 
House  was  inaugurated.  The  Thirteenth  General 
Assembly  provided  for  the  building  at  a  cost  of 
$1,500,000,  and  made  an  appropriation  with  which 
to  begin  the  work  of  $150,000.  With  this  sum  the 
work  was  begun,  and  Nov.  23,  1871,  the  corner 
i  i  stone  was  laid  in  the  presence  of  citizens  from  all 


parts  of  the  State.  On  this  occasion  the  Governor 
delivered  the  address.  It  was  an  historical  view  of 
the  incidents  culminating  in  the  labors  of  the  day. 
It  was  replete  with  historical  facts,  showed  patient 
research,  was  logical  and  argumentative,  and  at  times 
eloquent  with  the  fire  and  genius  of  American  pa¬ 
triotism.  It  is  a  paper  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
and  does  justice  to  the  head  and  heart  that  con¬ 
ceived  it. 

During  the  gubernatorial  career  of  Gov.  Mer¬ 
rill,  extending  through  two  terms,  from  Janu¬ 
ary,  18G8,  to  January,  1872,  he  was  actively  en- 
ffajjed  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  and 
probably  no  incumbent  of  that  office  ever  devoted 
himself  more  earnestly  to  the  public  good,  stand¬ 
ing  by  the  side  of  Gov.  Fairchild,  of  Wisconsin. 
The  two  were  instrumental  in  placing  the  slack- 
water  navigation  between  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Lakes  in  the  way  of  ultimate  and  certain  success. 
The  Governor  treated  this  subject  to  great  length 
and  with  marked  ability  in  his  message  to  the  Thir¬ 
teenth  General  Assembly,  and  so  earnest  was  he  in 
behalf  of  this  improvement,  that  he  again  discussed 
it  in  his  message  to  the  Fourteenth  General  Assem¬ 
bly.  In  the  instigation  of  the  work  the  Governors 
of  the  different  States  interested,  called  conventions, 
and  through  the  deliberations  of  these  assemblies 
the  aid  of  the  General  Government  was  secured. 

Samuel  Merrill  was  first  married  to  Catherine 
Thomas,  who  died  in  1847,  fourteen  months  after 
their  marriage.  In  January,  1851,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  a  Miss  Hill,  of  Buxton,  Maine. 
She  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  died  young,  the  eldest  living  to  be  only  two 
and  a  half  years  old. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  public  service  he  re¬ 
turned  to  McGregor,  but  shortly  afterward  removed 
to  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now  residing,  and  is 
President  of  the  Citizens’  National  Bank. 

Thus  briefly  have  been  pointed  out  the  leading 
features  in  the  life  of  one  of  Iowa’s  most  promi¬ 
nent  citizens,  and  one  who  has  made  an  honorable 
record  both  in  public  positions  and  private  enter¬ 
prises.  He  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  city  where  he 
resides  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  faithful  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  sons  of  New  England.  In  stat¬ 
ure  he  is  fully  six  feet  high  and  finely  proportioned. 
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YRUS  CLAY  CARPENTER, 
Governor  of  Iowa  from  1872 
to  1875,  inclusive,  was  born 
in  Susquehanna  County,  Pa., 
Nov.  24,  1829.  He  was  left 
an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  his 
mother  (lying  when  he  was  at 
the  age  of  ten  years,  and  his  father  two 
years  later.  He  was  left  in  destitute 
circumstances,  and  went  first  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  clothier,  which,  however, 
he  abandoned  after  a  few  months,  and 
engaged  with  a  farmer,  giving  a  term 
in  the  winter,  however,  to  attendance 
upon  the  district  school.  When  eighteen 
he  began  teaching  school,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  four  3rears  divided  his  time  between  teach¬ 
ing  and  attending  the  academy  at  Hartford.  At 
the  conclusion  of  this  period  he  went  to  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  a  year  and  a 
half,  spending  the  summer  at  farm  work. 

In  the  year  1854  Mr.  Carpenter  came  further 
westward,  visiting  many  points  in  Illinois  and 
Iowa,  arriving  at  Des  Moines,  then  a  village  of 
some  1,200  inhabitants.  This  place,  however,  not 
offering  a  favorable  location,  he  proceeded  on  his 
journey,  arriving  in  Fort  Dodge  June  28,  1854. 
Owing  to  his  being  without  funds  he  was  compelled 
to  travel  on  foot,  in  which  way  the  journey  to  Fort 
Dodge  was  made,  with  his  entire  worldly  posses¬ 
sions  in  a  carpet-sack  which  he  carried  in  his  hand. 
He  soon  found  employment  at  Fort  Dodge,  as  as¬ 
sistant  to  a  Government  surveyor.  This  work  be¬ 


ing  completed,  young  Carpenter  assisted  his  land' 
lord  in  cutting  hay,  but  soon  secured  another 
position  as  a  surveyor’s  assistant.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  following  January  he  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing  school  at  Fort  Dodge,  but  in  the  spring  was 
employed  to  take  charge  of  a  set  of  surveyors  in 
surveying  the  counties  of  Emmet  and  Kossuth. 

On  his  return  to  Fort  Dodge  he  found  the  land- 
office,  which  had  been  established  at  that  place, 
was  about  to  open  for  the  sale  of  land.  Being 
familiar  with  the  country  and  the  location  of  the 
best  land,  he  opened  a  private  land-office,  and 
found  constant  and  profitable  employment  for  the 
following  three  years,  in  platting  and  surveying 
lands  for  those  seeking  homes.  During  this  period 
he  became  extensively  known,  and,  being  an  active 
Republican,  he  was  chosen  as  a  standard-bearer  for 
his  section  of  the  State.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  in  the  autumn  of  1857.  In  18G1,  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  volunteered 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Commissary  of  Sub¬ 
sistence,  much  of  the  time  being  Chief  Commissary 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  lGth  Arm}'  Corps.  In  1864 
he  was  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  assigned 
to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Logan,  as  Chief  Com¬ 
missary  of  the  15th  Army  Corps.  He  continued  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  in 
August,  1865,  was  mustered  out. 

Upon  the  close  of  his  service  to  his  country  he 
returned  to  his  home  at  Fort  Dodge,  but,  owing  to 
so  many  changes  which  had  taken  place,  and  such 
an  influx  of  enterprising  men  into  the  city,  he 
found  his  once  prosperous  business  in  the  hands  of 
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others.  lie  turned  his  attention  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  a  pieee  of  land,  where  he  remained  until 
his  election,  in  the  autumn  of  1806,  as  Register  of 
the  State  Land-Oflice.  lie  was  re-elected  in  1808, 
and  refused  the  nomination  in  1870.  This  position 
took  him  to  Des  Moines,  but  in  1870  he  returned 
to  Fort  Dodge.  During  the  summer  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  party 
for  Governor.  He  was  elected,  and  inaugurated  as 
Chief  Executive  of  Iowa  Jan.  11,  1872.  Jn  1873 
he  was  renominated  by  his  party,  and  October  14 
of  that  year  was  re-elected,  his  inauguration  taking 
place  Jan.  27,  1874.  Gov.  Carpenter  was  an  able, 
popular  and  faithful  Executive,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  honest,  prominent  and  unselfish 
officials  the  State  ever  had.  Plain,  unassuming, 
modest,  he  won  his  public  position  more  through 
the  enthusiasm  of  his  friends  than  by  any  personal 
effort  or  desire  of  his  own.  Everywhere,  at  all 
times  and  upon  all  occasions,  he  demonstrated  that 
the  confidence  of  his  friends  was  justified.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  great  question  of  monopolies 
and  transportation  evils,  which  during  his  adminis¬ 
tration  were  so  prominent,  doing  much  to  secure 
wise  legislation  in  these  respects. 

Gov.  Carpenter  has  been  regarded  as  a  public 
speaker  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  has 
upon  many  occasions  been  the  orator,  and  always 
appreciated  by  the  people. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as  Governor 
Mr.  Carpenter  was  appointed  Second  Comptroller 
of  the  United  States  Treasury,  which  position  he 
resigned  after  a  service  of  fifteen  months.  This 
step  was  an  evidence  of  his  unselfishness,  as  it  was 
taken  because  another  Bureau  officer  was  to  be  dis¬ 
missed,  as  it  was  held  that  Iowa  had  more  heads  of 
Bureaus  than  she  was  entitled  to,  and  his  resigning 
an  office  of  the  higher  grade  saved  the  position  to 
another.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and 
served  with  ability,  and  in  the  Twentieth  General 
Assembly  of  Iowa  he  represented  Webster  County. 

Gov.  Carpenter  was  married,  in  March,  1864,  to 
Miss  Susan  Burkholder,  of  Fort  Dodge.  No  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  to  them,  but  they  have  reared 
a  niece  of  Mrs.  Carpenter’s. 

During  his  entire  life  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  de¬ 
voted  to  the  principles  of  Reform  and  the  best 


interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  who,  by  adoption 
or  by  birth-right,  are  entitled  to  a  home  upon  our 
soil  and  the  protection  of  our  laws,  under  the  great 
charter  of  “  Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of  Hap¬ 
piness.”  In  an  address  in  1852  he  took  advanced 
views  upon  the  leading  subjects  of  public  interest. 
He  had  already  laid  the  foundation  for  that  love  of 
freedom  which  afterwards  found  an  ample  field  of 
labor  with  the  Republican  party.  There  was  noth- 
'  ing  chimerical  in  his  views.  Ho  looked  at  every 
strata  of  human  society,  and,  from  the  wants  of  the 
masses,  wisely  devined  duty  and  prophesied  destiny. 
He  would  have  the  people  of  a  free  Republic  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  spirit  of  the  civilization  of  the  age. 
Instead  of  cultivating  a  taste  B  ;  a  species  of  liter¬ 
ature  tending  directly  to  degrade  the  mind  and 
deprave  the  heart,  thereby  leading  back  to  a  state 
of  superstition  and  consequent  barbarism,  he  would 
cultivate  principles  of  temperance,  industry  and 
economy  in  every  youthful  mind,  as  the  indispens¬ 
able  ingredients  of  good  citizens,  or  subjects  upon 
whose  banner  will  be  inscribed  Liberty,  Equality. 
Fraternity. 

Thus  early  in  life  Mr.  Carpenter  saw  the  destined 
tendency  of  our  American  institutions,  and  the  ad¬ 
vancing  civilization  of  the  age.  He  saw  it  in  the 
peace  congress,  whose  deliberations  have  made  the 
Rhine  thrice  immortal.  He  saw  it  in  the  prospect¬ 
ive  railway,  which  he  believed  would  one  day 
unite  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  with  those  of  the 
Pacific — a  fact  realized  by  the  construction  of  the 
great  continental  railway. 

It  was  thus  early  that  lie  began  to  study  the 
wants  of  the  world,  and  with  what  clearness  and 
directness  may  be  seen  by  the  correctness  of  his 
vision  and  the  accomplishment  of  what  he  consid¬ 
ered  an  inevitable  necessity. 

Thus,  growing  up  into  manhood,  and  passing  on¬ 
ward  in  the  rugged  pathway  of  time,  disciplined  in 
political  economy  and  civil  ethics  in  the  stern 
school  of  experience,  he  was  prepared  to  meet  every 
emergency  with  a  steady  hand;  to  bring  order  out 
of  discord,  and  insure  harmony  and  prosperity. 

Gov.  Carpenter  is  now  engaged  in  the  quiet  pur¬ 
suits  of  farm  life,  residing  at  Fort  Dodge,  where 
he  is  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  her  purest  minded 
and  most  upright  citizens. 
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OSHUA  G.  NEWBOLD,  the 
ninth  Governor  of  Iowa,  is 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  comes  from  that  excellent 
stock  known  as  the  Friends, 
who  very  early  settled  in 
New  Jersey.  Joshua  G.  is  the 
son  of  Barzilla  and  Catherine 
(House)  Newbold,  and  was  horn 
in  Fayette  County,  May  12, 
1830.  He  was  born  a  farmer’s 
boy  and  was  reared  in  the  vigor¬ 
ous  employment  of  farm  work. 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  the 
family  moved  to  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  where,  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  a  select  school  or  academy,  young 
Newbold  received  his  education.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  Fayette  County.  Here  for  the  following 
eight  years  he  assisted  his  father  in  running  a  flour- 
ins-mill  as  well  as  devoting  much  of  his  time  to 
teaching  school.  When  about  nineteen  years  of 
age  our  subject  began  the  study  of  medicine,  de¬ 
voting  much  of  his  time  while  teaching  to. his  med¬ 
ical  books.  He,  however,  abandoned  the  idea  of 
becoming  a  physician  and  turned  his  attention  to 
different  walks  in  life. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1854,  Mr.  Newbold  re¬ 
moved  to  Iowa,  locating  on  a  farm,  now  partly  in 
the  corporation  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry  County. 


At  the  end  of  one  year  lie  removed  to  Cedar 
Township,  Van  Buren  County,  there  merchandising 
and  fanning  till  about  18G0,  when  lie  removed  to 
Hillsboro,  Henry  County,  and  pursued  the  same 
callings. 

In  1862,  when  the  call  was  made  for  600,000  men 
to  finish  the  work  of  crushing  the  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Newbold  left  his  farm  in  the  hands  of  his  family 
and  his  store  in  charge  of  his  partner,  and  went  into 
the  army  as  Captain  of  Company  C,  25th  Regiment 
of  Iowa  Infantry.  He  served  nearly  three  years, 
resigning  just  before  the  war  closed,  on  account  of 
disability.  During  the  last  two  or  three  months  he 
served  at  the  South  he  filled  the  position  of  Judge 
Advocate,  with  headquarters  at  Woodville,  Ala. 

His  regiment  was  one  of  those  that  made  Iowa 
troops  famous.  It  arrived  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in 
November,  1862,  and  sailed  in  December  following 
on  the  expedition  against  Vicksburg  by  way  of 
Chickasaw  Bayou.  At  the  latter  place  was  its  first 
engagement.  Its  second  was  at  Arkansas  Post,  and 
there  it  suffered  severely,  losing  in  killed  and 
wounded  more  than  sixty. 

After  Lookout  Mountain  it  joined  in  the  pursuit 
of  Bragg’s  flying  forces  to  Ringgold,  where  it  en¬ 
gaged  the  enemy  in  their  strong  works,  November 
27,  losing  twenty-nine  \younded.  The  following 
year  it  joined  Sherman  in  his  Atlanta  Campaign, 
then  on  the  famous  march  to  the  sea  and  through 
the  Carolinas. 

On  returning  to  Iowa  he  continued  in  the  mer- 


JOSHUA  G.  NEWBOLD. 


144 

cantile  trade  at  Hillsboro  for  three  or  four  years, 
and  then  sold  out,  giving  thereafter  his  whole  at¬ 
tention  to  agriculture,  stock-raising  and  stock-deal¬ 
ing,  making  the  stock  department  an  important 
factor  in  his  business  for  several  years.  Mr.  New- 
bold  was  a  member  of  the  13th,  14th  and  15th  Gen¬ 
eral  Assemblies,  representing  Henry  County,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee  in  the  14th, 
and  of  the  committee  on  appropriations  in  the  15th 
General  Assembly.  In  the  15th  (1.374)- he  was  tem¬ 
porary  Speaker  during  the  deadlock  in  organizing 
the  House.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Lieutenant 
Governor  on  the  Republican  ticket  with  Samuel  .1. 
Kirkwood. 

II is  Democratic  competitor  was  E.  D.  Woodward, 
who  received  93,0(50  votes.  Mr.  Newbold  received 
134, 1GG,  or  a  majority  of  31,10G.  Governor  Kirk¬ 
wood  being  elected  United  States  Senator  during 
that  session,  Mr.  Newbold  became  Governor,  taking 
the  chair  Feb.  1,  1877,  and  vacating  it  for  Gov. 
Gear  in  January,  1878. 

Gov.  Newbold’s  message  to  the  Legislature 
in  1878,  shows  painstaking  care  and  a  clear,  busi¬ 
ness-like  view  of  the  interests  of  the  State.  His 
recommendations  were  carefully  considered  and 
largely  adopted.  The  State’s  finances  were  then  in 
a  less  creditable  condition  than  ever  before  or 
since,  as  there  was  an  increasing  floating  debt,  then 
amounting  to  $340,826.56,  more  than  $90,000  in 
excess  of  the  Constitutional  limitation.  Said  Gov. 
Newbold  in  his  message:  “The  commonwealth 
ought  not  to  set  an  example  of  dilatoriness 
in  meeting  its  obligations.  Of  all  forms  of  indebt¬ 
edness,  that  of  a  floating  character  is  the  most  ob¬ 
jectionable.  The  uncertainty  as  to  its  amount  v  ill 


invariably  enter  into  any  computation  made  by  per¬ 
sons  contracting  with  the  State  for  supplies,  mater¬ 
ial  or  labor.  To  remove  the  present  difficulty,  and 
to  avert  its  recurrence,  I  look  upon  as  the  most  im¬ 
portant  work  that  will  demand  your  attention.” 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  before  statesmen  is 
that  of  equal  and  just  taxation.  The  following 
recommendation  shows  that  Gov.  Newbold  was 
abreast  with  foremost  thinkers,  for  it  proposes  a 
step  which  yearly  finds  more  favor  with  the  people: 
“  The  inequalities  of  the  personal-property  valu¬ 
ations  of  the  several  counties  suggest  to  my  mind 
the  propriety  of  so  adjusting  the  State’s  levy  as  to 
require  the  counties  to  pay  into  the  State  treasury 
only  the  tax  on  realty,  leaving  the  corresponding- 
tax  on  personalty  in  the  count}'  treasury.  This 
would  rest  with  each  county  the  adjustment  of  its 
own  personal  property  valuations,  without  fear  that 
they  might  be  so  high  as  to  work  injustice  to  itself 
in  comparison  with  other  counties.” 

Gov.  Newbold  has  always  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  holds  to  its  great  cardinal 
doctrines,  having  once  embraced  them,  with  the 
same  sincerity  and  honesty  that  he  cherishes  his  re¬ 
ligious  sentiments.  He  has  been  a  Christian  for 
something  like  twenty-five  years,  his  connection  be¬ 
ing  with  the  FreeA\  ill  Baptist  Church.  He  found 
his  wife,  Rachel  Farquhar,  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
their  union  taking  place  on  the  2d  of  May,  1850. 
They  have  had  five  children  and  lost  two.  I  he 
names  of  the  living  are  Mary  Allene,  Emma 
Irene  and  George  C. 

The  Governor  is  not  yet  an  old  man,  and  may 
serve  his  State  or  county  in  other  capacities  in  the 
coming  years. 
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OHN  H.  GEAR,  the  tenth 
gentleman  to  occupy  the 
Executive  Chair  of  Iowa,  is 
still  a  resident  of  Burlington. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  where  in  the  city  of 
Ithica,  April  7,  1 825,  he  was  born. 
Rev.  E.  G.  Geai,  his  father,  was 
born]  in  New  London,  Conn.,  in 
1792,  and  became  a  distinguished 
clergyman  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church.  His  family  had 
removed  with  him,  Avhile  he  was 
still  young,  to  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and 
in  the  year  1 81 G,  after  his  ordina¬ 
tion  as  a  clergyman  of  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  he  went  to  New  York 
and  located  at  Onondaga  Hill  near 
the  city  of  Syracuse.  Shortly  after 
this  settlement,  the  young  minister 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Miranda  E.  Cook.  After  serving 
various  congregations  in  Western 
New  York  for  many  years,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  become  a  pioneer  in 
Northern  Illinois,  which  at  the  time,  in  the  year 
1836,  was  being  rapidly  settled  up.  He  found  a 
desirable  location  at  Galena  where  he  remained  un¬ 
til  1838,  when  he  received  the  appointment  as 
Chaplain  in  the  United  States  army  while  located 
at  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.  He  lived  a  long  and  act¬ 
ive  life,  doing  much  good,  quitting  his  labors  in 
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the  year  1874.  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
years. 

The  only  son  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  G.  Gear 
was  J.  H.,  afterward  the  distinguished  Governor  of 
Iowa.  As  above  stated  the  birth  occurred  in  1825. 
In  1843,  when  still  a  young  man,  he  came  West  to 
Burlington,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside, 
her  most  distinguished  citizen.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  the  young  city,  he  embarked  in  his  mer¬ 
cantile  career,  engaging  at  the  time  with  the  firm 
of  Bridgman  &  Bros.,  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
Remaining  with  this  firm  for  a  little  over  a  year, 
he  left  them  for  an  engagement  with  W.  F.  Cool- 
baugli,  who  at  one  time  was  President  of  the 
Union  National  Bank,  of  Chicago,  and  who  at  that 
early  period  was  the  leading  merchant  of  Eastern 
Iowa.  He  served  Mr.  Coolbaugh  so  faithfully,  and 
with  such  marked  ability  for  the  following  five 
years,  that,  when  desirous  of  a  partner  in  his  busi¬ 
ness,  the  wealthy  merchant  could  find  no  one  in 
whom  he  could  place  greater  confidence  and  with 
whom  he  could  trust  his  extensive  business  rela¬ 
tions  that  pleased  him  better  than  the  young  clerk. 
Accordingly  he  was  associated  as  a  partner  under 
the  firm  name  of  W.  F.  Coolbaugh  &  Co.  Under 
this  arrangement  the  firm  did  a  prosperous  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  following  five  years,  when  Mr.  Gear 
purchased  the  entire  business,  which  he  carried  on 
with  marked  success  until  he  became  known  as  the 
oldest  wholesale  grocer  in  the  State.  He  is  at  present, 
besides  filling  other  prominent  business  relations, 
President  of  the  Rolling  Mill  Co.,  of  Galesburg. 
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Mr. Gear  has  been  honored  1>3"  his  fellow-citizens 
with  many  positions  of  trust.  In  1852  lie  was 
elected  Alderman;  in  1803  was  elected  Mayor 
over  A.  W.  Carpenter,  being  the  first  Republican 
lip  to  that  time  who  had  been  elected  in  Burlington 
on  a  party  issue.  In  1807  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad  Company  was  organ¬ 
ized,  and  he  was  chosen  as  its  President.  Ilis  ef¬ 
forts  highly  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  enter¬ 
prise,  which  did  much  for  Burlington.  He  was 
also  active  in  promoting  the  Burlington  &  South¬ 
western  Railway,  as  well  as  the  Burlington  &  North¬ 
western  narrow-gauge  road. 

He  has  always  acted  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  1871  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  14th 
General  Assembly.  In  1873  he  was  elected  to  the 
15th  General  Assembly.  The  Republican  cau¬ 
cus  of  the  House  nominated  him  for  Speaker  by 
acclamation,  and  after  a  contest  of  two  weeks  he 
was  chosen  over  his  opponent,  J.  W.  Dixon.  He 
filled  the  position  of  Speaker  very  acceptably,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  session  all  the  members  of  the 
House,  independent  of  party  affiliations,  joined  in 
signing  their  names  to  a  resolution  of  thanks,  which 
was  engraved  and  presented  to  him.  In  1875  he 
was  the  third  time  nominated  to  the  Assembly  by 
the  Republican  party,  and  while  his  county  gave  a 
laroe  Democratic  vote  he  was  again  elected.  He 
was  also  again  nominated  for  Speaker  by  the  Re¬ 
publican  caucus,  and  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority  over  his  competitor,  Hon.  John  Y.  Stone. 
He  is  the  only  man  in  the  State  who  ever  had  the 
honor  of  being  chosen  to  this  high  position  a  sec¬ 
ond  time.  He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  an 
able  parliamentarian,  his  rulings  never  having  been 
appealed  from.  At  the  clpse  of  the  session  he 
again  received  the  unanimous  thanks  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  his  courtesy  and  impartiality, 
and  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
he  had  presided  over  that  body. 

In  1877  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the 
Republican  convention  which  met  at  Des  Moines, 
June  28,  and  at  the  election  held  the  following 
October  he  received  121 ,546  votes,  against  79,353 
for  John  P.  Irish,  10,639  for  Elias  Jessup  and  38,- 
22e  for  D.  P.  Stubbs.  His  plurality  over  Irish 


was  42,193.  He  was  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1878 
and  served  four  years,  being  re-elected  in  1879  by 
the  following  handsome  vote:  Gear,  157,571; 
Trimble,  85,056;  Campbell,  45,439;  Dungan,  3,258, 
Gear’s  majority  over  all  competitors,  23,828.  Ilis 
second  inauguration  occurred  in  January  of  the 
year  1880. 

Gov.  Gear’s  business  habits  enabled  him  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  of  his  office  with  marked  ability. 
He  found  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  at  a 
low  ebb,  but  raised  Iowa’s  credit  to  that  of  the 
best  of  our  States.  In  his  last  biennial  nfessagc  he 
was  able  to  report:  “The  warrants  out-standing, 
but  not  bearing  interest,  Sept.  30,  1881,  amounted 
to  $22,093.74,  and  there  are  now  in  the  treasury 
ample  funds  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
State.  The  war  and  defense  debt  has  been  paid, 
except  the  warrants  for  $125,000  negotiated  by  the 
Executive,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  under  the  law 
of  the  18th  General  Assembly,  and  $2,500  of 
the  original  bonds  not  yet  presented  for  pay¬ 
ment.  The  onl}’  other  debt  owing  by  the  State 
amounts  to  $245,435.19,  due  to  the  permanent 
school  fund,  a  portion  of  which  is  made  irredeem 
able  by  the  Constitution.  These  facts  place  Iowa 
practically  among  the  States  which  have  no  debt, 
a  consideration  which  must  add  much  to  her  repu 
tation.  The  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  last  two 
years  are  less  than  those  of  any  other  period  since 
1869,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
State  is  to-day  sustaining  several  institutions  not 
then  in  existence;  namely,  the  hospital  at  Inde¬ 
pendence,  the  additional  penitentiaiy,  the  Normal 
School  and  the  asylum  for  the  feeble-minded  chil¬ 
dren,  besides  the  girl’s  department  of  the  reform 
school.  The  State  also,  at  present,  makes  provision 
for  fish  culture,  for  a  useful  weather  service,  for 
sanitary  supervision  by  a  Board  of  Health,  for  en¬ 
couraging  immigration  to  the  State,  for  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  coal  mines  by  a  State  Inspector,  and  liber¬ 
ally  for  the  military  arm  of  the  Government.” 

Gov.  Gear  is  now  in  the  sixty -first  year  of  his 
age,  and  is  in  the  full  vigor  of  both  his  mental  and 
physical  faculties.  He  was  married  in  1852  to 
Harriet  S.  Foot,  formerly  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
bury,  Vermont,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children, 
two  of  whom  are  living. 
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NE  of  the  most  distinguished 
gentlemen  who  was  ever 
honored  with  the  position 
of  Chief  Executive  of  the 
State  is  Buren  R.  Sherman, 
the  eleventh  Governor  of 
Iowa,  who  is  a  native  of  New  York. 
It  was  in  the  town  of  Phelps,  in  On¬ 
tario  County,  that  he  was  born  to  his 
parents,  Phineas  L.  and  Eveline 
(Robinson)  Sherman,  on  the  28th  of 
May,  183G,  and  was  the  third  son  of 
a  distinguished  family  of  children. 
His  parents  were  likewise  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  Buren  R.  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  neighborhood,  but  was  subsequently 
given  advantages  of  the  schools  at  Almira,  N.  Y., 
where  he  acquired  a  very  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  English  branches.  His  father,  who  was  a  me¬ 
chanic,  advised  him  at  the  close  of  his  studies  to 
apprentice  himself  to  learn  some  trade.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  made  such  arrangements  with  S.  Ayers,  of 
Almira,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  watchmaker.  In 
1855,  however,  he  left  this  position  and  joined  liis 
family  on  their  removal  to  the  then  new  State  of 
Iowa.  They  settled  upon  a  piece  of  unbroken  prai¬ 
rie  land  on  what  is  now  Geneseo  Township,  Tama 


County,  his  father  having  previously  purchased 
land  from  the  Government.  Here  Buren  R.  labored 
diligently  in  developing  his  father’s  fields,  devoting, 
however,  leisure  hours  which  he  was  granted,  to  the 
study  of  law.  Before  leaving  his  Eastern  home  he 
had  decided  upon  that  profession  and  began  its 
study  while  yet  in  Almira.  He  soon  secured  a  po¬ 
sition  as  a  book-keeper  in  a  neighboring  town,  and 
with  the  wages  earned  there,  materially  assisted  his 
father  in  the  development  of  their  home  farm.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  applied  himself  diligently  to 
the  study  of  his  books,  and  so  studious  had  he 
been  that  in  the  summer  of  1859,  lie  was  enabled 
to  pass  a  creditable  examination  and  to  be  admitted 
to  the  bar.  The  following  spring  the  young  attor¬ 
ney  moved  to  Vinton,  hung  out  his  shingle  and  be¬ 
gan  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  associated 
with  Hon.  William  Smyth,  formerly  District  Judge, 
and  J.  C.  Traer,  under  the  firm  name  of  Smyth, 
Traer  &  Sherman.  The  new  firm  rapidly  grew  into 
prominence,  building  up  a  prosperous  practice, 
when  Mr.  Sherman  withdrew  to  tender  his  services 
to  the  Government  in  defense  of  her  integrity  and 
honor. 

It  was  early  in  1 8 G 1 ,  directly  after  the  enemy  had 
assaulted  the  American  flag  on  Sumter,  that  the 
young  attorney  enlisted  in  Co,  G,  13th  Iowa  Vol. 
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Inf.,  and  immediately  went  to  the  front.  He 

Sherman,  164,182;  Kinne,  139,093;  Weaver,  23,. 

entered  the  service  as  Second  Sergeant,  and  in 

089  ;  Sherman’s  plurality,  25,089  ;  majority.  2,000. 

February,  1802,  was  made  Second  Lieutenant  of 

In  his  second  inaugural  Gov.  Sherman  said: 

Company  E.  On  the  0th  of  April  following  he  was 

“  In  assuming,  for  the  second  time,  the  office  ol 

very  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pittsburgh 

Chief  Magistrate  for  the  State,  I  fully  realize  my 

Landing,  and  while  in  the  hospital  was  promoted  to 

grateful  obligations  to  the  people  of  Iowa,  through 

the  rank  of  Captain.  He  returned  to  his  company 

whose  generous  confidence  I  am  here.  I  am  aware 

while  yet  obliged  to  use  his  crutches,  and  remained 

of  the  duties  and  grave  responsibilities  of  this  ex- 

on  duty  till  the  summer  of  1803,  when,  by  reason  of 

alted  position,  and  as  well  what  is  expected  of  me 

his  wound,  he  was  compelled  to  resign  and  return 

therein.  As  in  the  past  I  have  given  my  undivided 

home.  Soon  after  returning  from  the  army  he  was 

time  and  serious  attention  thereto,  so  in  the  future 

elected  County  Judge  of  Benton  County,  and  re- 

I  promise  the  most  earnest  devotion  and  untiring 

elected  without  opposition  in  180.3.  In  the  autumn 

effort  in  the  faithful  performance  of  my  official  re- 

of  1800  he  resigned  his  judgeship  and  accepted  the 

quirements.  I  have  seen  the  State  grow  from  in- 

office  of  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  to  which  he 

fancy  to  mature  manhood,  and  each  year  one  of 

was  re-elected  in  1808,  1870  and  1872,  and  in 

substantial  betterment  of  its  previous  position. 

December,  1 874,  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the 

“  With  more  railroads  than  any  State,  save  two; 

office  of  Auditor  of  State,  to  which  office  he  had 

with  a  school  interest  the  grandest  and  strongest, 

been  elected  by  a  majority  of  28,425  over  J.  M. 

which  commands  the  support  and  confidence  of  all 

King,  the  “  anti-monopoly  ”  candidate.  In  1870  he 

the  people,  and  a  population,  which  in  its  entirety 

was  renominated  and  received  50,272  more  votes 

is  superior  to  any  other  in  the  sisterhood,  it  is 

than  W.  Growneweg  (Democrat)  and  Leonard 

not  strange  the  pride  which  attaches  to  our  people. 

Browne  (Greenback)  together.  In  1878  he  was 

When  we  remember  that  the  results  of  our  efforts  in 

again  chosen  to  represent  the  Republican  party 

the  direction  of  good  government  have  been 

in  that  office,  and  this  time  received  a  major- 

crowned  with  such  magnificent  success,  and  to-day 

ity  of  7,104  over  the  combined  votes  of  Col. 

we  have  a  State  in  most  perfect  physical  and  finan- 

Eiboeck  (Democrat)  and  G.  V.  Swearenger  (Green- 

cial  condition,  no  wonder  our  hearts  swell  in  honest 

back).  In  the  six  years  that  lie  held  this  office,  he 

pride  as  we  contemplate  the  past  and  so  confidently 

was  untiring  in  his  faithful  application  to  routine 

hope  for  the  future.  What  we  may  become  de- 

work  and  devotion  to  his  special  share  of  the  State’s 

pends  on  our  own  efforts,  and  to  that  future  1  look 

business.  He  retired  with  such  an  enviable  record 

with  earnest  and  abiding  confidence.” 

that  it  was  with  no  surprise  the  people  learned, 

Gov.  Sherman’s  term  of  office  continued  until  Jan. 

June  27,  1881,  that  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  Re- 

14,  1886,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  William  Larra- 

publican  party  for  Governor. 

bee,  and  he  is  now,  temporarily,  perhaps,  enjoying 

The  campaign  was  an  exciting  one.  The  General 

a  well-earned  rest.  He  has  been  a  Republican  since 

Assembly  had  submitted  to  the  people  the  prohibi- 

the  organization  of  that  party,  and  his  services  as  a 

tory  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  This,  while 

campaign  speaker  have  been  for  many  years  in 

not  a  partisan  question,  became  uppermost  in  the 

great  demand.  As  an  officer  he  has  been  able  to 

mind  of  the  public.  Mr.  Sherman  received  133,- 

make  an  enviable  record.  Himself  honorable  and 

330  votes,  against  83,244  for  Kinne  and  28,112  for 

thorough,  his  management  of  public  business  has 

D.  M.  Clark,  or  a  plurality  of  50,086  and  a  major- 

been  of  the  same  character,  and  such  as  has  com- 

ity  of  21,074.  In  1883  he  was  re-nominated  by 

mended  him  to  the  approval  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

the  Republicans,  as  well  as  L.  G.  Kinne  by  the 

He  was  married,  Aug.  20,  1862,  to  Miss  Lena 

Democrats.  The  National  party  offered  J.  B. 

Kendall,  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  a  young  lady  ot  rare  ac- 

Weaver.  During  the  campaign  these  candidates 

complishments  and  strength  of  character.  Their 

held  a  number  of  joint  discussions  at  different 

union  has  been  happy  in  every  respect.  They  have 

1 
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t  points  in  the  State.  At  the  election  the  vote  was : 

two  children — Lena  Kendall  and  Oscar  Eugene,  i 
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11. LIAM  LARRABEE,  the 
present  able  Governor  of 
Iowa,  and  the  twelfth  gen¬ 
tleman  selected  by  the 
people  as  the  Chief  Magis¬ 
trate  of  the  great  Com¬ 
monwealth,-  is  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  His  ancestors 
were  among  the  French  Huguenots  who 
came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  located  in  Connecticut.  At 
that  time  they  bore  the  name  of  d’Larra- 
bee.  Adam  Larrabee,  the  father  of  Will¬ 
iam,  was  bom  March  14,  1787,  and  was 
one  of  the  early  graduates  of  the  West 
Point  Military  Academy.  He  served  his 
country  during  the  War  of  1812,  with  distinction, 
holding  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant,  to  which 
he  was  commissioned  March  1,  1811.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  Captaincy  of  his  company  Feb.  1, 
1814,  and  on  the  30th  of  the  following  March,  at 


the  battle  of  Lacole  Mills,  during  Gen.  Wilkinson’s 
campaign  on  the  Saint  Lawrence  River,  he  was 
severe^  wounded  in  tiie  lung.  He  eventually  re¬ 
covered  from  the  injury  and  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Hannah  G.  Lester.  This  much  esteemed 
lady  was  born  June  3, 1798,  and  died  on  the  loth  of 
March,  1837.  Capt.  Larrabee  lived  to  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  dying  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
two  years. 

As  above  mentioned,  William,  our  subject,  was 

<•  - 
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born  in  Connecticut,  the  town  of  Ledyard  being 
the  place  of  his  birth  and  Jan.  20,1832,  the  date. 
He  was  the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  and  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  upon  a 
rugged  New  England  farm,  enjoying  very  meager 
educational  advantages.  He  attended,  during  the 
winter  seasons,  the  neighboring  district  schools 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  j'ears,  when, 
during  the  following  two  winters,  he  filled  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  schoolmaster.  He  was  ambitious  to  do 
something  in  life  for  himself  that  would  bring  fort¬ 
une  and  distinction,  but  in  making  his  plans  for  the 
future  he  was  embarrassed  by  a  misfortune  which 
befell  him  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  In  being 
trained  to  the  use  of  firearms  under  his  father’s 
direction,  an  accidental  discharge  resulted  in  the 
I  loss  of  the  sight  in  the  right  eye.  This  conse¬ 
quently  unfitted  him  for  many  employments  usually 
sought  by  ambitious  young  men.  The  family 
lived  near  the  seashore,  only  two  miles  away,  and 
in  that  neighborhood  it  was  the  custom  for  at  least 
one  son  in  each  family  to  go  upon  the  sea  as  a 
sailor.  The  two  eldest  brothers  of  our  subject  had 
chosen  this  occupation  while  the  third  remained  in 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  William  was  thus  left 
free  to  chose  for  himself  and,  like  many  of  the 
youths  of  that  day,  he  wisely  turned  his  face  West¬ 
ward.  The  year  1853  found  him  on  this  journey 
toward  the  setting  sun,  stopping  only  when  he 
I  came  to  the  broad  and  fertile  prairies  of  the  new 
(  State  of  Iowa.  He  first  joined  his  elder  sister,  Mrs 
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E.  II.  Williams,  who  was  at  that  time  living  at 
Garnavillo,  Clayton  County.  It  was  this  circum¬ 
stance  which  led  the  young  boy  from  Connecticut 
to  select  his  future  home  in  the  northeastern  por¬ 
tion  of  Iowa,  lie  resumed  his  occupation  as  a 
pedagogue,  teaching,  however,  but  one  winter, 
which  was  passed  at  Hardin.  The  following  three 
years  he  was  employed  in  the  capacity  of  foreman 
on  the  Grand  Meadow  farm  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Judge  Williams. 

In  1857  he  bought  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
Clermont  Mills,  and  located  at  Clermont,  Fayette 
County.  He  soon  was  able  to  buy  the  other  two- 
thirds,  and  within  a  year  found  himself  sole  owner. 
He  operated  this  mill  until  1874  when  he  sold  to 
S.  M.  Leach.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
offered  to  enlist,  but  was  rejected  on  account  of 
the  loss  of  his  right  e}re.  Being  informed  he  might 
possibly  be  admitted  as  a  commissioned  officer,  he 
raised  a  company  and  received  a  commission  as 
First  Lieutenant,  but  was  again  rejected  for  the 
same  disability. 

After  selling  the  mill  Mr.  Larrabee  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  farming,  and  started  a  private  bank  at  Cler¬ 
mont.  He  also,  experimentally,  started  a  large 
nursery,  but  this  resulted  only  in  confirming  the 
belief  that  Northern  Iowa  has  too  rigorous  a  cli¬ 
mate  for  fruit-raising. 

Mr.  Larrabee  did  not  begin  his  political  career 
until  1867.  He  was  reared  as  a  Whig  and  became 
a  Republican  on  the  organization  of  that  party. 
While  interested  in  politics  he  generally  refused 
local  offices,  serving  only  as  Treasurer  of  the 
School  Board  prior  to  1867.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year,  on  the  Republican  ticket,  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  county  in  the  State  Senate.  To 
this  high  position  he  was  re-elected  from  time  to 
time,  so  that  he  served  as  Senator  continuously  for  j 
eighteen  years  before  being  promoted  to  the  high¬ 
est  office  in  the  State.  He  was  so  popular  af  home 
that  lie  was  generally  re-nominated  by  acclamation, 
and  for  some  years  the  Democrats  did  not  even 


make  nominations.  During  the  whole  eighteen 
years  Senator  Larrabee  was  a  member  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  committee,  that  on  Ways  and  Means,  of  which 
he  was  generally  Chairman,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  other  committees.  In  the  pursuit  of  the  duties 
thus  devolving  upon  him,  he  was  indefatigable. 
It  is  said  that  he  never  missed  a  committee  meet¬ 
ing.  Not  alone  in  this,  but  in  private  and  public 
business  of  all  kinds,  his  uniform  habit  is  that  of 
close  application  to  work.  Many  of  the  important 
measures  passed  by  the  Legislature  owe  their  ex¬ 
istence  or  present  form  to  him. 

He  was  a  candidate  for  the  gubernatorial  nomina¬ 
tion  in  1881,  but  entered  the  contest  too  late,  as 
Gov.  Sherman’s  following  had  been  successfully 
organized.  In  1885  it  was  generally  conceded  be¬ 
fore  the  meeting  of  the  convention  that  he  would 
be  nominated,  which  he  was,  and  his  election  fol¬ 
lowed  as  a  matter  of  course.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  14,  1886,  and  so  far  has  made  an  excellent 
Governor.  His  position  in  regard  to  the  liquor 
question,  that  on  which  political  fortunes  are  made 
and  lost  in  Iowa,  is  that  the  majority  should  rule. 
He  was  personally  in  favor  of  high  license,  but 
having  been  elected  Governor,  and  sworn  to  up¬ 
hold  the  Constitution  and  execute  the  laws,  he  pro¬ 
poses  to  do  so. 

A  Senator  who  sat  beside  him  in  the  Senate  de¬ 
clares  him  to  be  u  a  man  of  the  broadest  compre¬ 
hension  and  information,  an  extraordinarily  clear 
reasoner,  fair  and  conscientious  in  his  conclusions, 
and  of  Spartan  firmness  in  his  matured  judgment,” 
and  says  that  "  he  brings  the  practical  facts  and 
philosophy  of  human  nature,  the  science  and  his¬ 
tory  of  law,  to  aid  in  his  decisions,  and  adheres  with 
the  earnestness  of  Jefferson  and  Sumner  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  people’s  rights.” 

Gov.  Larrabee  was  married  Sept.  12, 1861,  at  Cler¬ 
mont,  to  Anna  M.  Appelman,  daughter  of  Capt. 
G.  A.  Appelman.  Gov.  Larrabee  has  seven  chil¬ 
dren — Charles,  Augusta,  Julia,  Anna,  William, 
Frederic  and  Helen. 
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HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio¬ 
graphical  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re¬ 
maining  who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
of  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser¬ 
vation  of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
The  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu¬ 
mations  made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 
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to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu¬ 
ments,  and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac¬ 
ters  of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum¬ 
bling  into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli¬ 
gent,  undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un¬ 
limited  in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil¬ 
dren  or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme¬ 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col¬ 
lect  the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to' do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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J.  SCOTT  RICH  MAN, 
of  the  law  firm  of  Rich- 
man  &  Burke,  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  Iowa,  was  born  at 
Somerset,  Perry  Co., 
Ohio,  on  the  11th  of 
'March,  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Evert  and  Mary  (Scott)  Richman. 
He  is  of  Holland  and  English  de¬ 
scent.  On  his  father’s  side  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  family  in  America  dates 
back  to  1750,  when  his  great-grand¬ 
father  emigrated  from  Holland  to  the 
great  colony  of  his  countrymen  at 
New  York.  His  son,  John  Ryekman, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Hack¬ 
ensack,  N.  J.,  March  11,  1767.  He  was  a  cabinet¬ 
maker  by  trade  and  was  engaged  in  business  in  that 
line  in  New  York  City.  The  family  name  was  then 
written  after  the  Holland  fashion,  “Ryekman,”  a 
style  of  orthography  preserved  by  one  branch  of 
the  family.  John  Ryekman  subsequently  returned 
to  New  Jersey,  and  engaged  in  the  tanning  and 
leather  business  at  Paterson,  where  he  accumulated 
considerable  property.  In  the  early  settlement  of 
Ohio  he  emigrated  to  that  State,  locating  near 
Zanesville,  where  his  death  occurred  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1842,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy -five 
years. 

Evert  Richman,  his  son,  and  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1791,  and  re¬ 


ceived  superior  educational  advantages  for  those 
early  days.  He  was  qualified  for  the  ministry,  and 
was  ordained  as  an  Elder  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  several 
years.  He  wedded  Miss  Mary  Scott,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Esther  Scott,  who  was  born  in  Bensalem, 
Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  of  English  and  Hol¬ 
land  descent.  Her  mother  bore  the  genuine  Holland 
name  of  Van  Zant.  Mrs.  Richman  was  a  woman 
endowed  with  many  excellencies  of  character  and 
superior  intelligence ;  she  possessed  great  force  of 
character,  a  religious  zeal  of  the  practical  sort,  and 
was  faithful  and  earnest  in  the  care  of  her  children. 
Mr.  Richman  continued  in  the  ministry'  but  a  few 
years,  when  the  numerous  demands  of  an  increasing 
family  made  it  necessary  that  he  should  seek  more 
remunerative  employment.  He  entered  upon  the 
study  of  law  and  served  several  years  as  Clerk  of 
the  Ohio  House  of  Representatives,  and  was  after¬ 
ward  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Perry  County,  but  was  never  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  was  a  man  of  studious  habits  and  pos¬ 
sessed  intellectual  faculties  of  a  high  order.  His 
interest  in  public  affairs  was  manifested  by  numer¬ 
ous  contributions  from  his  pen  to  the  press  on  cur¬ 
rent  political  and  social  topics.  The  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity  claimed  him  as  a  prominent  member,  and  he 
took  rank  as  a  Knight  Templar.  His  death  occurred 
in  1828,  in  the  thirty -seventh  year  of  his  age,  and 
his  funeral  was  conducted  by  his  Masonic  brethren, 
who  erected  a  fine  monument  to  his  memory. 
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Soon  after  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Richman 
with  her  family  of  little  ones,  numbering  six  sons 


and  one  daughter,  returned  to  her  old  home  in 


Rucks  County,  Pa.,  where  she  provided  a  home  for 
her  children  and  reared  them  to  habits  of  industry 
and  morality,  giving  them  such  advantages  of  edu¬ 
cation  as  the  country  schools  of  those  days  afforded. 
She  subsequently  came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where 
her  death  occurred  in  1873,  in  her  seventy -seventh 
jrear.  She  lived  to  see  her  children  useful  and  hon¬ 
ored  members  of  society,  and  their  success  in  life 
was  the  solace  of  her  declining  years.  She  died  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  deepest  love  and  veneration. 

J.  Scott  Richman  passed  his  youth  on  a  farm  in 
Bensalem  Township,  of  Bucks  Count}',  Pa.,  where 
his  mother  made  her  home,  and  attended  the  sub¬ 
scription  schools  during  the  winter  months  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  engaged  as  clerk  in 
a  country  store,  continuing  in  that  employment 
until  he  was  eighteen.  lie  then  started  westward, 
stopping  a  short  time  at  Knoxville,  Ill.,  where  he 
began  the  study  of  law,  but  in  the  summer  of  1839 
came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  his  elder  brother, 
John  W.,  resided,  and  was  engaged  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  grocery  business.  His  brother  was  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  the  city,  and  one  of  its  most 
prominent  business  men  in  those  early  days.  He 
was  never  married,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1  850. 
Our  subject  pursued  his  law  studies  at  Muscatine, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  September,  1839,  and 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Roch¬ 
ester,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  until  the  removal  of  the 
county  seat  to  Tipton,  when  he  transferred  his  office 
to  that  town,  but  practiced  there  but  a  short  time. 
Returning  to  Muscatine  in  the  fall  of  1840,  Mr. 
Richman  began  business  in  the  city  by  forming  a 
law  partnership  with  Hon.  S.  C.  Hastings,  after¬ 
ward  a  member  of  Congress.  That  connection  con¬ 
tinued  with  marked  success  until  1847,  when  Mr. 
Hastings  was  appointed  to  the  bench  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  of  Iowa.  From  that  date  until  1855 
Mr.  Richman  was  alone  in  his  practice,  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  establishing  a  very  satisfactory  business, 
but  in  that  year  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with 
his  younger  brother,  DeWitt  C.,  late  Judge  of  the 
Second  Circuit  of  the  Seventh  District,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Under  the 


firm  name  of  Richmond  &  Bro.,  they  built  up  an 
extensive  practice  and  became  one  of  the  leading 
law  firms  in  the  State. 

Our  subject  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  and  though 
not  a  politician  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the 
term,  he  won  prominence  in  public  affairs  as  he  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years.  In  1846  he  was  chosen  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  convention  that  framed  the  first  consti¬ 
tution  adopted  bjr  the  citizens  of  Iowa,  and  a  year 
later  was  chosen  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives.  In  1856  he  allied  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  has  since  been 
prominently  identified.  That  same  year  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  special  session, 
acting  on  several  important  committees.  The  law 
partnership  with  his  brother,  D.  C.,  was  terminated 
in  1863  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Richman  to  the  bench 
of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District,  which  comprised 
the  counties  of  Muscatine,  Scott,  Clinton  and  Jack- 
son.  He  was  re-elected  at  each  succeeding  election 
and  served  nine  years,  or  until  May,  1872,  when  he 
resigned,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Davenport  in  company  with  E.  E.  Cook,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Cook  &  Richman.  The  new  firm 
soon  secured  an  extensive  practice,  and  was  in  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  until  1880,  when  it  was  dissolved 
and  Judge  Richman  returned  to  Muscatine.  After 
his  arrival  in  this  city  he  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  J.  J.  Russell  and  W.  D.  Burke,  under  the 
name  of  Richman,  Burke  &  Russell,  that  connec¬ 
tion  continuing  until  April,  1886,  when  Mr.  Russell 
withdrew  to  accept  the  Postmastership  at  Musca¬ 
tine,  since  which  time  the  firm  has  been  Richman  & 
Burke. 

At  Knoxville,  Ill.,  on  the  16th  of  November, 
1842,  Judge  Richman  was  united  in  matrimony 
with  Miss  Calista  Ann  Hannaman,  a  daughter  of  R. 
L.  Hannaman,  and  a  native  of  Noblesville,  Ind. 
Four  children  were  born  of  their  union,  three  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Mary,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years;  Evert  F.  is  a  practicing  attorney  of 
Muscatine;  Clayton  S.  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  and  one  son  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Richman,  an  estimable  lady,  although  for  many 
years  an  invalid,  lived  to  rear  her  children  to  man¬ 
hood,  but  died  in  February,  1878. 

Judge  Richman  is  one  of  the  pioneer  Masons  of 
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Iowa,  and  is  a  member  of  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Muscatine.  Asa  jurist,  he  has  won 
a  prominent  place  among  his  brothers  of  the  Iowa 
bar.  While  on  the  bench  he  was  distinguished  for 
the  fairness  and  impartiality  of  his  rulings,  and  his 
quick  perceptive  knowledge  of  the  correct  applica¬ 
tion  and  meaning  of  quoted  authorities.  One  of  his 
peculiarities  seems  to  be  the  possession  of  latent 
mental  force,  on  which  he  can  always  depend  in 
cases  of  emergency  to  tide  him  over  difficulties. 
Another  invaluable  faculty  he  possesses  in  a  re¬ 
markable  degree  is  that  of  coolness  and  self-control 
when  annoyed  or  provoked.  Circumstances  that 
often  arise  in  the  practice  of  the  legal  profession 
that  would  naturally  excite  and  anger  many  a  man 
to  an  exhibition  of  temper  which  would  place  him 
at  a  disadvantage,  have  no  apparent  effect  upon  the 
tranquility  of  the  Judge,  while  beneath  the  surface 
his  feelings  may  be  roused  to  their  fullest  inten¬ 
sity.  Judge  Ricli man  has  been  in  active  practice 
in  his  profession  in  Iowa  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
which  includes  nine  years  on  the  bench,  and  is  the 
oldest  in  years  of  service  of  the  members  of  the 
Muscatine  County  bar.  During  all  these  years  he 
has  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  friends  and 
acquaintances,  and  in  the  great  future  his  descend¬ 
ants  may  refer  with  natural  pride  to  him  as  the 
founder  of  their  family  in  the  Great  West. 

Every  patron  of  this  work,  and  all  who  peruse  its 
pages,  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  excellent  portrait 
of  the  Judge  on  another  page. 


OL.  A.  M.  HARE,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  county,  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
Muscatine,  was  born  near  Columbus,  Ohio, 
Nov.  13,  1811,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Hare, 
who  was  a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  under  William  Henry  Har¬ 
rison  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Teeters,  who  was  of  Scotch  parentage,  but  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Highland  County,  Ohio,  and  in  an  early 
day  they  emigrated  to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  the  year 
the  land  came  into  market.  Mr.  Hare  subsequently 
removed  to  Franklin  County,  Ohio 
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land  near  where  the  city  of  Columbus  now  stands. 
He  also  owned  land  situated  within  the  present 
city  limits.  He  was  among  the  first  who  developed 
a  farm  in  that  county,  where  he  resided  many 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hare  were  the  parents  of  six 
sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  the  following 
named  survive:  Jeremiah,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Marysville,  Cal.;  A.  M.,  of  this  sketch;  Benja¬ 
min  F.,  a  resident  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Nancy,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Bruce,  and  now  resides  in  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Susan,  wife  of  William  Parkins.  The  par¬ 
ents  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  were  honorable,  upright  people,  highly 
respected  by  all.  They  both  died  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio. 

Col.  Hare  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  this 
county.  He  did  not  have  the  educational  ad¬ 
vantages  afforded  by  our  present  system  of  common 
schools,  but  on  seeing  the  need  of  an  education, 
when  starting  out  in  life,  he  purchased  books,  and 
by  close  application  secured  a  fund  of  knowledge 
and  information  which  many  who  have  received 
good  advantages  may  well  envy.  When  fifteen 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  to  the  trade  of 
hatter,  receiving  only  $40  per  year  and  his  board. 
In  1830  he  left  that  city  for  London,  Madison  Co., 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  spring,  when  he  went  to  Virginia,  but  remained 
there  only  a  short  time,  returning  to  Londou  in 
July,  1831.  He  embarked  in  business  for  himself 
at  that  place,  there  following  his  chosen  avocation 
for  ten  years,  when  he  removed  to  Jefferson,  a 
small  village  in  the  same  county,  where  he  again 
opened  a  shop,  making  hats  for  the  people. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1836,  Mr.  Hare  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Olmstead,  who 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio.  One  child 
graced  their  union,  Danforth,  who  now  resides  in 
Wayne  County,  Iowa.  On  the  26th  of  December, 
1837,  the  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final 
rest,  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Hare  came  to  Iowa 
to  find  a  location,  not  wishing  to  stay  in  Ohio 
after  his  family  was  all  broken  up.  Muscatine 
County  was  then  a  wild  and  unsettled  wilderness, 
and  he  made  no  selection,  but  in  1841  he  returned 
to  this  State  and  located  permanently  in  Muscatine 
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where  he  embarked  in  the  manufacture  of  hats. 
In  1844  Mr.  Hare  was  again  united  in  marriage, 
with  Miss  Emeline  P.  Austin,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children  who  are  yet  living:  Austin 
J.,  a  resident  of  this  county;  and  Ida,  wife  of 
Frank  Warfield,  who  is  living  in  Muscatine.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Hare  occurred  Aug.  22,  1882.  She 
was  a  consistent  Christian  lady,  and  belonged  to 
the  Congregational  Church.  While  engaged  in 
bnsiness  in  Muscatine  Mr.  Hare  purchased  his  farm 
in  Sweetland  Township,  which  is  known  as  the  Sun- 
nyside  Stock  Farm. 

In  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion  Gov.  Kirkwood 
offered  Mr.  Hare  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  the 
lltli  Iowa  Infantry,  which  he  accepted,  and  did 
much  toward  organizing  the  regiment,  which  was 
later  mustered  in  at  Davenport.  They  there  re¬ 
mained  for  a  short  time,  after  which  they  were 
ordered  to  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  and  were 
finally  sent  to  Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  where  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  divided,  some  of  its  members  being  sent 
to  California,  Mo.,  and  the  remainder  to  Fulton,  Cal¬ 
laway  Co.,  Mo.,  remaining  there  during  the  winter 
looking  after  the  guerrillas.  In  the  spring  the  men 
were  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  and  from  there  were 
sent  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  taking  a  prominent  part 
in  that  battle.  The  Colonel  was  assigned  to  a 
brigade  under  Gen.  McClernand,  having  command 
of  the  lltli  Iowa,  the  13th  Iowa,  and  the  8th 
and  18th  Illinois  Regiments.  The  Colonel  dis¬ 
played  much  tact  and  courage,  and  was  compli¬ 
mented  b}r  Gen.  McClernand  for  some  of  his 
movements.  He  was  wounded  in  the  hand  and 
wrist,  losing  one  finger,  after  which  his  health 
failed  and  he  was  compelled  to  resign. 


yS.  FULTZ,  a  prominent  farmer  residing  on 
section  23,  Bloomington  Township,  was 
born  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.,  in  1836,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  and  Sophia  (Stroup)  Fultz,  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  in 
1850,  settling  in  Moscow  Township,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  an  improved  farm,  upon  which  he  passed  the 
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remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  Dec.  19, 
1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  His  estimable 
wife  survived  him  several  years,  dying  in  the  month 
of  June,  1886,  when  seventy-three  years  of  age. 
She  had  twro  brothers  who  fought  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  who  were  killed  at  the  time  of  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Hull,  at  Detroit.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fultz 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  second  in  order  of  birth,  eleven  of  whom 
grew  to  man  and  womanhood,  and  the  following 
are  still  living:  Thomas  E.,  who  is  married,  and 
resides  in  California;  Albert,  who  is  married,  and 
is  living  in  McPherson  County,  Kan.;  John,  who  is 
married,  and  resides  in  Rice  County,  Kan.;  Frank, 
a  graduate  of  the  State  University,  is  the  Professor 
of  Mathematics  in  the  High  School  of  Burlington, 
Iowa;  Amanda,  now  Mrs.  McMurphy,  is  living  in 
Rochester,  Kingman  Co.,  Kan.,  where  she  is  Post¬ 
mistress;  Sophia  B.  is  now  Mrs.  Yalet,  of  Moscow 
Township;  Mary  S.,  residing  at  West  Mankato, 
Minn.,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  MeCleat;  Alice  A.,  now 
Mrs.  Bonser,  resides  in  Osborne,  Kan. ;  Agatha  J.  is 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Spence,  of  Ellsworth  County, Kan.; 
Susie  A.,  now  Mrs.  Duffey,  resides  in  Cedar  Count}', 
Iowa;  the  other  three  children  died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  graded  schools  of  Hollidays- 
burg,  Pa.,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  came 
with  his  parents  to  Muscatine  County.  He  remained 
an  inmate  of  the  parental  home  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  service, 
Sept,  21,  1861,  at  Wilton,  Iowa,  as  a  member  of 
Company  D,  lltli  Iowa  Infantry,  for  a  term  of 
three  years,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Davenport  on 
the  3d  of  October  following.  He  engaged  in  a 
scouting  expedition  through  Miesouri  during  the 
winter  of  1861-62,  with  headquarters  at  Fulton,  in 
the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  scouting  up  the  river 
from  Jefferson  City  to  Booneville,  and  capturing 
guerrillas  and  ammunition.  Going  to  St.  Louis  in 
March,  1862,  he  was  then  sent  to  Pittsburg  Land¬ 
ing,  and  later  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
where  four  bullet  holes  were  made  in  his  clothes, 
but  he  escaped  uninjured.  He  then  engaged  with 
his  regiment  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  and  the  battle 
of  Bolivar,  Tenn.,  after  which  he  did  garrison  duty 
at  Iuka  until  October  1,  but  did  not  participate  in 
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the  battle  at  that  place ;  he  was  in  the  two-days 
battle  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  October  3  and  4.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  only  brigade  which  remained  in¬ 
tact  through  the  service.  He  then  went  to  Corinth, 
later  to  Grand  Junction,  thence  to  Holly  Springs 
and  Memphis,  then  to  Lake  Providence  and  on  to 
Milliken’s  Bend,  and  thence  to  Grand  Gnlf,  where 
they  did  garrison  duty,  after  which  they  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  guarding  the  left  flank  of  Grant’s  army. 
In  June,  1863,  he  was  sent  with  his  regiment  and 
brigade  to  watch  Gen.  Joe  Johnston’s  army,  guard¬ 
ing  the  supply  trains  of  Sherman’s  army  during  the 
battle  of  Jackson,  and  was  then  on  garrison  duty 
at  Vicksburg.  In  July,  1863,  they  made  a  raid  to 
Monroe,  La.,  some  ninety  miles.  His  term  of  serv¬ 
ice  having  expired,  he  veteranized  in  January,  1864, 
and  March  21  was  granted  a  thirty  days’  furlough. 
Returning  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  he  then  went  up  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  River  to  Clifton,  and  thence  across  the 
country  to  Rome,  Ga.,  joining  Sherman,  whom  he 
followed  on  the  march  to  the  sea.  He  then  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Carolina  campaign,  and  then  went  by 
way  of  Richmond,  Va.,  to  Washington,  where  he 
participated  in  the  grand  review,  after  which  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Davenport,  where  he  was  mustered  out. 
He  served  his  country  faithfully  for  four  years, 
participating  in  some  of  the  hardest  fought  battles, 
yet  never  shirking  his  duty  or  faltering  in  the 
performance  of  it.  He  was  elected  Corporal  soon 
after  his  enlistment,  and  after  the  battle  ©f  Shiloh 
was  promoted  to  Sergeant,  which  rank  he  held 
until  the  close  of  hostilities. 

Returning  to  his  home  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Fultz  again  engaged  in  farming.  In  Muscatine 
County,  in  the  month  of  January,  1867,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Martha  Valet,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Valet,  who 
were  born  in  Germany,  but  who  emigrated  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1832,  prior  to  their  marriage.  Their 
union  was  celebrated  in  Philadelphia,  after  which 
they  removed  to  Ohio,  and  thence  came  to  Iowa  in 
1843,  locating  in  Cedar  County,  remaining  there 
three  years,  and  in  1846  became  residents  of  Moscow 
Township,  Muscatine  County.  Mr.  Valet  there  pur¬ 
chased  some  raw  prairie  land,  which  he  immediately 
began  to  improve,  and  soon  had  a  highly  cultivated 
farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1870,  when  he  re¬ 


moved  to  Bloomington  Township  and  again  pur¬ 
chased  unimproved  land.  He  now  makes  his  home 
with  our  subject,  his  wife  having  died  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  Fultz  and  his  young 
bride  began  their  domestic  life  in  Moscow  Town¬ 
ship,  and  in  1872  he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  unim¬ 
proved  land.  To  this  he  has  added  a  20-acre  tract, 
and  now  has  the  whole  under  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  fruit  fanning, 
raising  all  kinds  of  fruit,  and  took  the  first 
premium  at  the  fair  on  all  classes  of  apples.  Mr. 
Fultz  was  a  charter  member  of  Shelby  Norman 
Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  R,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Old  Settlers’  Association.  Politically,  he  is  a  stal¬ 
wart  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
held  nearly  every  office  in  his  township,  including 
those  of  Trustee,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  School 
Director,  and  is  at  present  Township  Clerk.  Mrs. 
Fultz  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

By  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple  seven  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  five  of  whom  are  livino- — 
Mary,  George  W.,  Frank  L.,  Noah  T.  and  John  E. 
Charles  H.  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  four  years, 
and  Willie  H.  in  1882,  when  only  two  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Fultz  is  one  of  the  settlers  of  Muscatine 
County  of  1850,  and  is  numbered  among  her  hon¬ 
ored  citizens.  He  has  witnessed  many  great 
changes  since  that  early  date,  has  seen  the  rapid 
strides  of  civilization  and  progress  over-reaching 
the  county  until  it  now  holds  an  equal  rank  with 
any  in  the  State,  and  has  done  much  to  aid  in  her 
prosperity  and  improvement. 


R.  GEORGE  D.  LEZOTTE,  of  the  firm  of 
Cobb  &  Lezotte,  physicians,  of  Muscatine, 
was  born  in  Andover,  Mass.,  Aug.  26,  1856, 
and  is  a  son  of  Lewis  H.  and  Caroline  E. 
(Leighton)  Lezotte,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York 
and  the  mother  of  Maine.  His  paternal  great-grand¬ 
father  came  from  France  to  this  country  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War,  in  which  he  afterward 
served  with  distinction  under  the  brave  and  darinar 
Ethan  Allen.  When  our  subject  was  but  two  and 
a  half  years  old  his  mother  died,  and  he  went  to 
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live  with  his  grandparents,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  ten  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  live  with 
his  father,  who  was  a  sutler  in  the  late  war,  hut 
had  then  returned  and  settled  in  Osage,  Mitchell 
Co.,  Iowa.  Soon  after  arriving  in  Osage  he  secured 
employment  in  a  drug-store,  having  always  had  a 
desire  to  engage  in  the  drug  business.  lie  received 
a  liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  that  town,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 
Chase,  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  Osage, 
lie  subsequently  attended  Hush  Medical  College  of 
Chicago,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  receiving  his 
degree  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1881.  He  then 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Clarks¬ 
ville,  but  having  a  good  business  opening  presented 
to  him  at  Muscatine  he  removed  to  this  city,  and 
formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Cobb,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  practice.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Muscatine  Medical  Society  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  which  he  holds  the 
position  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Eastern  Iowa  Medical  Society,  in 
which  he  serves  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Censors, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

At  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  Dr.  Lezotte  led  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Miss  Kittie  Shepard,  who  was  born  Juue 
2,  1863,  in  Fond  du  Lac  County,  Wis.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  George  B.  Shepard.  Two  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union — Eve  C.  and  Helen 
M.  Dr.  Lezotte  is  a  studious  man  and  a  hard 
thinker,  and  has  been  eminently  successful  in  his 
profession.  He  has  made  many  warm  friends  since 
coming  to  this  county,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by 
all.  Socially,  he  is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  has  held 
several  offices  in  the  Blue  and  other  lodges. 


HOMAS  P.  GRAY,  Sheriff  of  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1855,  and  when 
seven  years  of  age  emigrated  to  this  county  with 
his  parents,  Hon.  Francis  A.  J.  and  Ada  (Palmer) 
Gray,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  of  Wellsburg,  W.  Ya.  They  were 
married  in  Wellsburg,  W.  Ya.,  in  1853,  and  shortly 
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afterward  removed  to  Greene  County,  Pa.,  where 
they  resided  until  January,  1864,  when  they  be¬ 
came  residents  of  Wilton  Township,  where  they 
still  continue  to  make  their  home.  Mr.  Gray  is 
one  of  the  stanch  Democrats,  and  has  twice  been 
honored  by  an  election  to  the  State  Legislature. 
During  the  late  war  he  enlisted,  and  served  as  Sec¬ 
ond  Lieutenant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  district  schools,  but  subsequently  he 
spent  two  terms  at  the  Wilton  Collegiate  Institute 
and  one  term  at  the  Eastern  Iowa  Normal  Institute, 
at  Grandview,  Louisa  County.  After  completing 
his  education  he  engaged  in  the  profession  of  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  district  schools  during  the  winter  time 
for  several  years,  spending  the  summer  months 
upon  the  farm.  In  1883  he  received  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Deputy  Sheriff,  serving  in  that  capacity 
from  1883  to  1887,  when  he  received  the  nomina¬ 
tion  as  Sheriff,  and  at  the  succeeding  election  be¬ 
came  Sheriff,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  good  business  ability,  full  of  energy, 
and  is  bound  to  make  his  way  in  the  world.  So¬ 
cially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Uniform 
Division,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  belonging  to  Hawkeye  Lodge  No.  30,  and 
Washington  Chapter  No.  4,  R.  A. 


OHN  H.  COLE,  a  retired  farmer  and  promi- 
j  nent  citizen  of  Bloomington  Township,  resid¬ 
ing  on  section  28,  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1 820.  His  parents,  Leander  and  Iluldah 
(Beach)  Cole,  who  were  also  natives  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  had  a  family  of  three  children,  of  whom  he 
was  the  youngest.  The  father  was  a  wagon-maker  by 
trade  and  resided  in  his  native  State  until  called  from 
this  earth  by  death  in  1822.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  coming  to  Iowa  with  our  subject, 
with  whom  she  resided  until  her  death  in  1868,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years.  Both  par¬ 
ents  were  religious,  God-fearing  people,  and  were 
greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  them. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district 
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schools  of  Massachusetts.  In  1843,  when  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  he  left  the  parental  roof  and 
went  to  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  as  traveling  sales¬ 
man,  his  route  being  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi¬ 
nois,  Iowa  and  parts  of  Michigan,  which  was  then 
a  wild  country.  At  Zanesville,  Muskingum  County, 
in  1851,  he  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri¬ 
mony  with  Martha  T.  Merriam,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  C}rrus  and  Catherine 
(Tupper)  Merriam,  who  were  natives  of  Vermont, 
but  who  removed  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  In  that 
State  the  death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1876,  and 
the  mother,  too,  was  called  to  her  final  home  about 
six  years  later. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cole,  accompanied  by  his 
young  bride,  removed  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Bloom¬ 
ington  Township,  Muscatine  County,  where  the 
same  year  he  purchased  a  farm  of  wild  and  unim¬ 
proved  land.  This  he  later  sold,  and  in  1852  bought 
twenty-four  acres  of  wild  timber  land  then  two 
miles  from  Muscatine,  which  he  immediately  be¬ 
gan  to  improve  and  cultivate.  He  then  engaged 
quite  extensively  in  stock-raising,  buying  the  stock, 
then  feeding  and  shipping  to  market.  By  frugality 
and  enterprise  he  was  able  to  add  to  his  original 
purchase  until  his  farm  comprised  700  acres  of  prai¬ 
rie  land,  part  of  which  he  used  for  pasturage,  the 
remainder  being  planted  in  grain.  After  several 
years  spent  in  stock-raising  he  sold  that  farm  and 
purchased  his  present  residence.  Although  having 
given  up  the  harder  labors  connected  with  general 
farming  his  activity  and  energy  would  not  permit 
him  to  wholly  retire  from  active  life,  and  he  now 
gives  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  such  small  fruits 
as  are  adapted  to  this  climate. 

In  1887  Mr.  Cole  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
death  of  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  9th 
of  August,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  She  was 
well  known  for  her  many  good  works,  her  generos¬ 
ity,  her  kind-heartedness  and  Christian  manner  of 
living,  and  her  death  proved  a  sad  affliction  not 
only  to  her  immediate  family  but  to  a  large  circle 
of  friends  as  well.  By  their  union  two  children 
were  born:  Julia  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  and  Edward  L.,  who  married  Ida  B.  Failing, 
a  native  of  LaSalle  County,  Ill.,  in  1874.  Four 
children  grace  their  union — Gertrude  A.,  William 
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H.,  Charlotte  Jane  and  Fay.  Edward  is  a  carpen¬ 
ter  and  joiner  by  trade,  which  occupation  he  is  now 
following.  Politically,  Mr.  Cole  is  a  Democrat.  As 
one  of  the  early  settlers  he  has  witnessed  the  im¬ 
portant  changes  which  have  transformed  Muscatine 
County  from  a  wild  and  unsettled  region  into  one 
of  the  richest  cultivated  portions  of  the  State.  He 
has  always  performed  his  share  in  developing 
the  county,  and  much  praise  is  due  him  for  his  un¬ 
ceasing  efforts.  He  divided  his  700-acre  tract  of 
land  into  small  farms,  building  eight  residences 
thereon,  and  has  dealt  quite  extensively  in  city 
property.  To  every  enterprise  for  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  he  has  given  his  earnest  support,  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resides. 


|  M LMER  H.  JOHNSON,  Auditor  o 

\fiJr  t'ne  Count}’,  Iowa,  was  born  i 
County,  Pa.,  Sept.  21,  1855,  and  is 


ILMER  H.  JOHNSON,  Auditor  of  Musca- 

in  Bucks 
is  a  son  of 

John  and  Martha  (Scott)  Johnson.  His  father  was 
an  enterprising  business  man,  and  for  several  years 
a  leading  merchant  of  Hulmeville,  Pa.  Politically, 
he  supported  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party 
as  advocated  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  was  honored  with  several  local  offices 
of  trust  in  his  native  State.  For  twenty  years  he 
served  as  Postmaster  under  Republican  adminis¬ 
trations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  wrere  the  parents 
of  three  children :  Wilmer  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Harry  and  Gertrude.  The  death  of  the 
mother  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  in  February,  1885 ; 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a  sincere  Christian  lady,  and  a  devoted 
mother  and  wife. 

Our  subject  received  an  academic  education  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  1877  came  to  Wilton,  Iowa, 
where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Scott,  and 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Scott  &  Johnson.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  Auditor  of  the  county, 
was  re-elected  in  1885,  and  again  in  1887,  which 
fact  is  a  high  testimonial  of  his  efficiency  and 
promptness  in  discharge  of  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him.  He  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Democratic 
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County  Central  Committee,  and  socially,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Wilton 
Lodge  No.  167,  and  to  Washington  Chapter  No.  4. 

In  the  year  1878  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  McNaughten,  daughter 
of  William  McNaughten,  of  Wilton,  Iowa.  By 
their  union  four  children  have  been  born— Merle, 
Lawrence,  Alice  and  Helen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Muscatine, 
and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  them. 


\f>OIIN  MACKEMER,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 

i 

I  tiers  of  Muscatine  County,  residing  at  Fair- 
port,  was  born  in  Lewisburg,  Union  Co.,  Pa., 
Aug.  24,  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Lewis)  Mackemer,  who  were  married  in 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  3,  1814.  In  the  spring  of 
1840  Mr.  Mackemer  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
Muscatine  County,  but  remained  only  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  October,  when  he  removed  to  Carthage, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ill.  Prior  to  coming  West  he  had 
purchased  land  warrants  and  located  360  acres  of 
land,  forty  of  which  he  broke,  building  a  house 
thereon.  While  living  in  Hancock  County  the 
Mormon  trouble  occurred,  and  our  subject  saw 
Joseph  Smith  shot,  and  his  father  and  others  were 
summoned  by  the  Coroner  to  try  the  case.  His 
father  also  shaved  Smith  and  assisted  in  laying  him 
out.  On  account  of  this  trouble  Mr.  Mackemer 
was  obliged  to  leave  with  his  family,  and  in  April, 
1846,  removed  to  Fairport,  Iowa,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1853.  In 
politics  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  principles  as  advocated  by  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity.  As  a  citizen,  he 
was  true  and  loyal;  as  a  neighbor,  friendly  and  ac¬ 
commodating ;  as  a  husband  and  father,  kind  and 
affectionate;  as  a  Christian,  devoted  and  faithful. 
Mrs.  Mackemer  departed  this  life  in  1836.  She  was 
a  sincere  Christian  lad}r,  and  a  member  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mackemer  had  eight  children  who 
lived  to  maturity:  Elias,  born  May  20,  1815,  came 
to  Muscatine  County  in  January,  1839,  but  is  now 
a  resident  of  Leavenworth,  Kan.;  Israel,  born  Aug. 


7,  1818,  died  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine  years;  Julia  A.  wedded  Dr. 
Benjamin  F.  Covill,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  who  died  in  California,  and  she  died  in 
January,  1861  ;  Matilda,  born  Sept.  5,  1  825,  married 
Joel  Burdick,  and  both  are  now  dead;  Mary,  born 
Oct.  21,  1827,  wedded  Thomas  J.  Wood,  who  died 
in  1859,  and  she  is  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis; 
Elizabeth,  born  Nov.  7,  1831,  married  A.  S.  Sweet, 
and  died  in  1 849. 

Our  subject  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county 
in  1 840,  when  six  years  of  age,  but  a  few  months  later 
the  family  removed  to  Carthage,  III.,  returning  to 
Fairport  in  1846.  In  1  855  lie  embarked  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  with  John  Sparks,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Sparks  &  Co.,  which  partnership  continued 
for  three  years,  but  was  dissolved  in  1858,  Mr. 
Mackemer  entering  into  business  with  Mr.  Hughes, 
with  whom  he  continued  for  eighteen  months.  lie 
next  formed  a  partnership  with  William  E.  La  wry, 
and  together  they  conducted  the  business  for  two 
years,  since  which  time  Mr.  Mackemer  has  been  alone. 
From  the  time  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  Jc  Pacific 
Railroad  was  built  to  Fairport  he  has  been  engaged 
by  that  company  in  buying  ties  and  wood.  He  is 
an  energetic  business  man,  upright  and  honest  in  all 
his  dealings,  and  deserves  a  liberal  share  of  the 
public  patronage. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1857,  Mr.  Mackemer  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Russell,  who 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Ind.,  June  21, 1837. 
In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Mackemer  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  is  well  informed  on  all  affairs  of 
county  and  State. 


— - - — 

STEPHEN  MESERVE  COBB,  M.  D„  one 
of  the  leading  and  prominent  practicing 
physicians  of  Muscatine,  was  born  in  the 
district  of  Massachusetts,  now  Cumberland 
County,  Me.,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1819,  and  is 
the  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Meserve)  Cobb. 
His  paternal  great-grandfather,  Andrew  Cobb,  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  York  County,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  land,  developing  a  farm  in  the  dense 
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which  at  the  time  of  his  death  reverted  to  his  son, 
Ebenezer  Cobb,  and  the  land  is  still  in  possession 
of  the  family.  Eight  children  were  born  to  Eben- 
ezer  and  Mary  Cobb :  Harriet  married  Frost 
Guptiil,  and  both  died  in  York  County,  Me.; 
Stephen  M.,  our  subject;  Andrew,  who  resides  in 
York  Count}',  Me.,  on  the  old  homestead,  is  the 
husband  of  Caroline  Cole;  Almira  B.,  wife  of  Dr. 
S.  B.  Chase,  of  Osage,  Mitchell  Co.,  Iowa;  Sarah 
M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Eliza¬ 
beth  B.  married  Timothy  Brackett,  and  both  died 
in  York  County,  Me.;  William  B.,  who  married 
Abbie  Lord,  of  a  prominent  and  wealthy  family,  is 
a  graduate  of  the  medical  department  of  Dartmouth 
College,  New  Hampshire,  and  is  now  practicing  at 
Standish,  Cumberland  Co.,  Me.;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of 
Joshua  Cobb,  is  a  resident  of  one  of  the  suburbs  of 
Portland,  Me.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Cobb,  familiarly 
known  as  Deacon  Cobb,  was  a  man  who  stood 
high  in  the  community  where  he  resided;  he  was  a 
Deacon  for  many  years  in  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
Church,  where  the  family  worshiped,  and  always 
took  great  interest  in  the  work  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  later 
became  a  Free-Soiler,  voting  for  Birney,  the  aboli¬ 
tion  candidate.  He  was  among  the  first  in  York 
County  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  slaves.  His 
death  occurred  in  that  county,  Nov.  19,  1868,  and 
Mrs.  Cobb  died  Dec.  29,  1870. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  also  took  a  preparatory  course  at 
the  academy  of  his  native  town.  During  his  youth 
he  resolved  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his 
life  work,  but  being  reared  upon  a  farm,  shut  out 
from  the  world,  he  did  not  know  how  to  make  his 
way  through  college,  as  he  entertained  the  idea  that 
it  would  cost  him  about  $800  or  $900.  In  1841  he 


went  to  Delaware,  where  he  spent  two  years  in 
teaching  school,  and  after  returning  home,  in  1843, 
followed  the  same  profession  during  the  winter 
months,  and  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  in  the 
summer  time,  until  1 845.  At  Limerick,  Me.,  on  the 


10th  of  August,  1845,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  G-.  Bradbury,  a  daughter  of  Simeon 
Bradbury,  of  Buxton,  Me.,  and  a  descendant  of  an 
old  Revolutionary  family.  By  this  union  he  had 
two  children :  Ella  T.,  now  the  wife  of  Frank  Rust, 
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of  Downs,  Kan.,  and  Cassius  M.,  a  druggist  of 
Lincoln,  Neb.  Mrs.  Cobb  died  in  December,  1851, 
and  the  Doctor  was  again  married,  Dec.  26,  1852, 
to  Miss  Harriet  S.  Mitchell,  a  native  of  York 
County,  Me.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
now  living:  Dana  W.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
United  States  Express  Company,  and  Lucilla  M., 
who  wedded  Samuel  M.  Gordon,  and  resides  with  her 
parents.  Alden  R.  died  when  six  months  old.  In 
1846  our  subject  embarked  in  mercantile  business  at 
Limerick,  Me.,  in  which  he  continued  for  two  years, 
and  then  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Buzzell,  of  Limerick, 
remaining  with  him  through  the  summer,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  profession  of  teaching  during  the  winter 
in  order  to  pay  his  expenses.  In  1849  he  attended 
lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  Bowdoin 
College,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1852,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Sanford  Corners,  York  Co.,  Me., 
where  he  remained  until  1856,  at  which  time  he 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Osage,  Mitchell 
County,  where  he  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
brother.  In  October,  1860,  he  removed  to  Mus¬ 
catine,  of  which  city  he  is  the  oldest  practicing 
physician. 

In  1862,  when  the  war  cloud  hung  over  this  land, 
and  the  President  issued  a  call  for  volunteers  to 
serve  three  years,  the  35th  Iowa  Regiment  was 
formed  in  this  vicinity,  and  in  September  Dr.  Cobb 
was  commissioned  assistant  surgeon.  In  1863,  the 
surgeon  having  resigned,  he  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  and  held  that  position  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  That  spring  the  regiment  was  sent  to 
Vicksburg,  but  while  en  route  for  that  place  was 
ordered  to  Jackson,  Miss.,  where  it  participated  in 
the  first  battle  at  that  city,  losing  but  two  men. 
After  tearing  up  railroads  it  marched  to  Vicksburo- 
wheie  it  participated  in  the  siege  and  capture. 
Next  the  brave  boys  of  that  regiment  were  sent  to 
Jackson,  Miss.,  engaging  in  the  second  battle  at 
that  place.  On  account  of  sickness  the  Doctor  was 
ordered  home  on  a  sick  furlough  for  sixty  days,  but 
again  joined  his  regiment  at  Pocahontas,  Tenn.,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1864.  The  regiment  was  ordered 
on  the  Meridian  expedition,  but  not  reaching 
Vicksburg  in  time,  the  11th  Iowa  Infantry  was  sent 
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in  its  place,  and  the  35th  went  into  camp  on 
Black  River,  there  remaining  until  called  to  take 
part  in  the  Red  River  expedition.  It  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Old  River  Lake,  and 
several  other  skirmishes,  and  was  in  the  two-days 
battle  at  Tupelo,  under  A.  J.  Smith.  After  the 
battle  at  Tupelo,  they  returned  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
and  from  there  were  taken  up  the  White  River  in 
transports,  to  Duvall’s  Bluff,  Ark.,  and  from  there 
marched  across  the  prairie  to  Brownsville,  where  the}' 
remained  about  ten  days,  fitting  up  the  expedition 
by  providing  themselves  with  teams  and  provisions 
to  march  up  through  Northern  Arkansas  in  pursuit 
of  Gens.  Marmaduke  and  Price.  After  several 
days’  marching  they  reached  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  and  were  taken  in  transports  to 
St.  Louis,  where  their  wardrobes,  which  were  sadly 
out  of  repair,  were  replenished.  From  St.  Louis 
they  went  on  transports  to  Jefferson  City,  and  then 
resumed  the  march  after  Marmaduke  and  Price, 
and  pursued  the  enemy  several  days,  until  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  Harrisonville,  when  they  gave  up  the  chase, 
rested  a  couple  of  days,  and  then  started  on  their 
return  march  to  St.  Louis,  and  arrived  at  that  city 
about  the  middle  of  November.  After  remaining 
there  at  Benton  Barracks  about  a  week  they  were 
ordered  to  Nashville,  and  participated  in  the  battle 
which  occurred  there  on  the  15th  and  lGth  of  De- 
tember,  at  which  time  Col.  Hill  was  killed,  and  were 
then  sent  in  pursuit  of  Gen.  Hood,  going  to  East 
Tennessee,  where  they  remained  in  camp  three 
weeks.  In  February,  1865,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  New  Orleans,  thence  to  Dauphin  Island, 
and  on  the  28th  of  March  aided  in  the  capture  of 
Spanish  Fort.  It  was  then  sent  to  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  and  later  to  Selma,  that  State,  when,  the  war 
having  been  brought  to  a  close,  it  was  ordered  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  and  mustered  out  of  service  Aug. 
10,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Muscatine  in  that  year, 
Dr.  Cobb  has  since  continued  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Shelby 
Norman  Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  R.  In  1869  he  was 
appointed  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension 
Examiners,  and  has  filled  the  position  continually 
since,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  when  he 
was  relieved  by  Gen.  Black.  He  is  a  member  of 


the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  the  Iowa  Eastern 
Medical  Society,  and  the  Society  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Muscatine  County.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Cobb  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  Deacon.  He  is  the 
oldest  practicing  physician  in  the  city  of  Muscatine, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard,  not  only  by  his  fellow 
practitioners,  but  by  all  with  whom  business  or 
social  relations  have  brought  him  in  contact. 


^  AMES  JAMISON,  deceased,  was  born  in 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  20,  1807,  and  is  a 
i  son  of  William  and  Anna  (Patterson)  Jami¬ 
son,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  State,  and 
there  resided  until  called  from  this  earth  by  death. 
When  a  boy  James  removed  from  his  native  town 
to  Bucks  County,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  received  his  education.  He  afterward  learned 
the  tanner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many 
years,  and  in  1871  emigrated  West,  coming  di¬ 
rectly  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  On  the  20th  day  of  March,  1834,  in 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  Mr.  Jamison  led  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Miss  Rebecca  B.  Strickland,  a  native  of 
that  State,  and  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Rebecca 
(Van  Buskirk)  Strickland,  who  were  also  born  in 
Bucks  County.  Her  father  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  farming  throughout  his  entire  life,  his  death 
occurring  in  Bucks  County,  Jan.  26,  1832.  His 
excellent  wife  survived  him  about  six  or  eight 
years.  To  them  were  born  Asenath,  widow  of 
William  Albertson,  residing  in  New  Jersey;  Mary, 
who  wedded  John  Jamison,  a  brother  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  and  resides  in  Bucks  County,  Pa. ;  Caroline, 
who  resides  in  England,  and  is  the  wife  of  Franklin 
Spencer,  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country 
in  Pennsylvania,  was  subsequently  taken  prisoner 
and  confined  for  eighteen  months  in  Libby  Prison, 
suffering  every  torture  which  the  inhuman  keepers 
could  invent.  He  moved  to  England  in  1878,  and 
there  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
June,  1884,  leaving  a  widow  and  three  children  to 
mourn  their  loss. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jamison  four  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Re- 
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becca  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Scott,  resides  in  Moscow 
Township;  and  Capt.  James  Jamison,  who  resides 
on  section  32,  Bloomington  Township.  In  July, 
1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy -seven  years,  Mr.  Jami¬ 
son  was  called  to  his  filial  rest.  He  was  well  known 
throughout  Muscatine  County  for  his  many  acts  of 
kindness,  and  his  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  was 
a  lifelong  Republican,  firm  in  the  support  of  the 
principles  advocated  by  that  party.  He  served  as 
Constable  and  Collector  for  many  years  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  in  a 
faithful  and  efficient  manner.  He  was  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  any  enterprise  by 
which  the  public  would  be  benefited,  and  was  one 
of  Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens.  Mrs.  Jami- 
sou  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son 
in  Bloomington  Township. 

ON.  BENJAMIN  HERSHEY,  President  of 
the  Hershey  Lumber  Company  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  Iowa,  and  a  pioneer  lumberman  of 
the  city  of  1853,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  was  born  on  the  10th  of  April,  1813,  on 
a  farm  in  the  township  of  Manor,  near  Indiantown, 
Lancaster  County.  His  parents  were  Joseph  and 
Hester  (Hostetter)  Hershey.  On  the  father’s  side 
the  family  is  of  Swiss  origin,  and  dates  its  settle¬ 
ment  in  America  from  early  Colonial  days.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  resided  in  the 
vicinity  of  Indiantown  at  the  time  of  the  massacre 
of  the  red  men  at  that  place  by  the  pale  face,  and 
hearing  the  noise  of  the  slaughter  at  night,  he 
visited  the  town  the  following  morning  only  to  find 
its  inhabitants,  old  and  young,  lying  dead  about 
their  homes.  On  the  mother’s  side  the  family  is  of 
German  descent,  and  her  ancestors  were  residents 
of  Pennsylvania  prior  to  the  Revolution.  The 
manufacturer  of  the  celebrated  Hostetter  Bitters  is 
a  member  of  her  family. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  his  parents 
being  of  the  Mennonite  faith,  he  was  trained  from 
early  childhood  to  habits  of  industry  and  frugality. 
By  strict  moral  precepts  and  examples  of  the  most 
rigid  honesty  and  morality,  the  foundations  of 
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good  character  were  laid  by  these  worthy  people 
in  the  minds  of  their  children.  Having  attained 
his  majority,  Mr.  Hershey  began  business  for  him¬ 
self  as  a  farmer,  and  was  also  a  tobacco  merchant 
at  Columbia,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  carried 
on  an  extensive  business.  In  1836  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Whitmore,  dauo'h- 
ter  of  Daniel  Whitmore,  and  a  native  of  Lancaster 
County.  Four  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living:  Sarah,  the  eldest,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Clarence  Eddy,  of  Chicago,  Ill.; 
Amanda  died  in  Europe,  in  1876;  Elizabeth  died 
at  Muscatine,  Oct.  7,  1856,  and  Almira,  the  you  no1- 
est,  is  the  present  secretary  of  the  Hershey  Lumber 
Company. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  Mr.  Hershey  first  came  to 
Muscatine,  and  finding  the  location  a  promising 
business  point,  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
the  following  spring  brought  his  family  here. 
Renting  a  sawmill,  he  at  once  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  lumber,  and  two  years  later  bought  the 
mill.  The  opening  up  of  the  Great  West  to  civili¬ 
zation  created  a  good  market  for  the  products  of 
his  mill,  and  the  venture  proved  a  profitable  one. 
From  the  old  sawmill  of  1853,  with  its  primitive 
machinery  and  limited  production,  has  sprung  the 
immense  lumber  corporation  of  the  Hershey  Lum¬ 
ber  Company  of  1889,  with  its  annual  business  of 
upward  of  a  million  dollars,  and  furnishing  employ¬ 
ment  to  nearly  a  thousand  men.  For  details  of 
Mr.  Hershey’s  lumber  interests  see  history  of  the 
Hershey  Lumber  Company  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
In  addition  to  his  extensive  lumber  business  Mr. 
Hershey  has  found  time  to  gratify  his  taste  for 
agriculture  and  stock-raising.  He  is  the  owner  of 
a  fine  farm  of  800  acres,  which  is  beautifully  situ¬ 
ated  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River  two  miles 
below  Muscatine.  The  farm  is  noted  for  its  fine 
herd  of  thoroughbred  Hereford  cattle,  numbering 
225  selected  animals,  also  for  the  magnificent  farm 
buildings,  which  are  so  complete  in  appointments 
that  a  detailed  description  is  given  of  them  later  on 
in  this  sketch.  Mr.  Hershey  imported  the  first  of 
his  Hereford  cattle  after  a  personal  inspection  of 
the  various  breeds  of  cattle  in  Europe.  A  com¬ 
parison  of  their  merits  led  to  his  favoring  the 
Herefords  as  combining  excellent  beef  qualities 
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with  the  hardy  constitution  that  adapted  them  to 
better  endure  the  inclement  weather  sometimes  ex¬ 
perienced  in  Eastern  Iowa.  By  shipping  the  less 
promising  of  his  young  stock  to  his  Nebraska 
ranches,  he  has  retained  a  choice  herd  on  his  Iowa 
farm  that  is  unsurpassed  by  any  in  the  West. 

The  following  description  of  the  Star  Creamery, 
which  constitutes  one  of  the  prominent  features  of 
Mr.  Ilershey’s  extensive  farm,  is  taken  from  an 
article  written  of  it  a  few  years  since  when  in  full 
operation.  The  building  is  not  now  in  use.  “The 
building  of  this  imposing  and  model  establishment 
was  begun  in  the  fall  of  1875,  and  when  completed 
comprised  a  structure  75x120  feet  on  the  ground 
floor,  and  ninety  feet  in  height  from  the  sill  to  the 
top  of  the  cupola,  which  is  adorned  with  a  gilded 
cow  five  feet  in  height.  The  building  is  of  two 
stories  with  a  mansard  roof,  and  is  lighted  on  the 
front  side,  which  faces  on  the  Mississippi,  by  twenty 
large  windows.  The  system  of  drainage  and  ven¬ 
tilation  is  complete.  The  building  contains  148 
stalls,  and  the  hay  mow  extends  from  the  ground 
floor  through  the  center  of  the  building  to  the  roof, 
being  fifty  feet  high  and  having  a  storage  capacity  of 
500  tons  of  hay.  A  portion  of  the  second  floor  is  oc¬ 
cupied  by  feed  bins  and  feed  mill  machinery.  A 
35-horse  power  engine  is  used  to  operate  the  mill  and 
feed  cutters.  The  creamery  proper  is  situated  in  an 
adjoining  wing  on  the  lower  floor,  and  embraces  the 
milk  and  churn  room,  the  wash  room  and  the  cellar. 
The  milk  room  is  furnished  with  four  large  milk  pans 
that  have  a  capacity  of  175  gallons  each,  where  the 
milk  is  set.  The  temperature  of  the  room  is  kept 
at  sixty-two  degrees,  and  is  regulated  by  a  steam 
heating  apparatus  and  a  tunnel  which  runs  through 
the  base  of  the  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  the 
building  stands.  This  tunnel  extends  500  feet 
into  the  hill,  and  is  from  twenty  to  thirty-five 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  normal 
temperature  in  this  tunnel  is  fifty-one  degrees.  The 
churn  used  is  operated  by  a  small  steam  engine,  and 
has  a  capacity  of  sixty  gallons  of  cream,  which 
makes  from  100  to  120  pounds  of  butter.  The 
butter  is  marketed  in  Chicago  and  New  York,  and  is 
classed  as  gilt-edged.  Farrow  and  sick  cows  have 
a  separate  barn  to  themselves.  The  upper  stoiy  of 
the  creamery  wing  is  fitted  up  for  a  temporary  resi¬ 


dence  of  the  proprietor  while  sojourning  at  his 
farm.  Near  b}T,  and  to  the  northwest,  is  an  elegant 
and  roomy  cottage  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
superintendent.” 

The  horse  department  of  the  farm  is  deserving  of 
special  mention.  In  1864  Mr.  Hershey  bought  his 
Kentucky  bred  horse  “Gen.  Hatch,”  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  stylish  horses  in  the  county,  which  has  a 
record  of  2:40.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  brought 
from  Canada  the  fine  Norman  horse  known  as 
“Hershey’s  Royal  George,”  and  a  lot  of  fine  young 
Percheron  mares.  With  these  as  a  foundation  he 
has  increased  his  stock  by  breeding  and  purchase, 
until  his  stud  now  numbers  upward  of  500  horses, 


the  greater  portion  of  which  are  now  on  his 
Nebraska  ranches.  This  stud  embraces  a  larse 
number  of  the  best  bred  horses  in  the  United  States, 
not  excepting  those  of  the  celebrated  blue  grass 
region  of  Kentucky.  In  addition  to  the  farm 
buildings  before  described,  this  model  farm  has 
two  large  and  well-arranged  horse  barns,  and  had  at 
one  time  a  fine  driving  track  of  a  mile  in  length  for 
the  exercise  and  training  of  the  horses.  In  1880 
Mr.  Hershey  turned  his  attention  to  Nebraska  as  a 
field  of  operations  in  the  line  of  stock  and  farming, 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Dodge  County, 
near  Fremont,  of  3,600  acres.  This  land  is  situated 
in  the  center  of  as  rich  a  corn  and  grass  region  as 
can  be  found  in  the  United  States.  In  addition  to 
this  he  bought  9,400  acres  in  the  valley  of  the 
South  Platte,  in  Lincoln  County  of  the  same  State, 
which  embraces  some  of  the  most  fertile  lands  of 


Nebraska,  the  tract  having  a  river  frontage  of 


eleven  miles.  The  last-named  tract  is  largely  used 
for  pasturage,  while  the  Dodge  County  ranch,  which 
is  productive  of  hay  and  corn  in  large  quantities,  is 
the  fattening  ground  where  the  cattle  are  fitted  for 
market.  Mr.  Hershey  now  has  over  6,000  head  of 
cattle  on  the  two  ranches,  besides  a  large  number  of 
horses.  It  will  be  observed  by  the  facts  above 
stated  that  Mr.  Hershey  has  indulged  his  fancy  for 
farming  and  stock-growing  on  a  magnificent  scale, 
and  by  so  doing  has  materially  aided  in  improving 
the  grade  of  stock,  both  cattle  and  horses,  in  either 
State  where  his  farms  are  situated. 

Another  and  peculiar  fancy  of  this  gentleman  is 
to  introduce  a  system  of  market  gardening  on  the 
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South  Platte  that  will  supply  with  vegetables  the 
principal  towns  and  the  eating-houses  along  the 
line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway.  The  experi¬ 
ment  was  begun  in  1887  under  the  management  of 
a  professional  gardener  as  superintendent,  and  has 
proved  a  marked  success.  The  rich  bottoms  of  the 
Platte  Valley  that  never  overflow,  yet  lie  so  low  that 
vegetation  receives  all  necessary  moisture  by  evap¬ 
oration  from  the  water  that  lies  near  the  surface,  is 
found  to  produce  good  crops  without  rain  or  irri¬ 
gation.  The  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  business  is 
confident  of  making  the  undertaking  a  profitable 
one,  in  which  case  the  valley  of  the  South  Platte 
may  be  made  to  rival  the  celebrated  Muscatine 
Island  in  its  garden  products. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Hershey  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  in  any 
sense  been  a  politician.  The  few  times  that  he  has 
accepted  public  office  only  marked  the  exception 
to  the  rule.  He  once  served  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  and  twice  as  Mayor.  He  was  in  the 
Council  in  1854,  and  held  the  office  of  Mayor  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  1865  and  1866.  Mr.  Hershey  began 
life  with  limited  means,  but  possessed  of  abundant 
energy,  a  strong  will,  and  a  self-reliance  that  never 
failed  him  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
His  business  enterprises  have  been  conducted  with 
method  and  forethought,  and  the  general  results 
have  been  a  compliment  to  his  sagacity  and  execu¬ 
tive  ability.  His  success  in  life  has  been  won  by 
close  application  and  untiring  energy,  and  has  been 
achieved  entirely  within  the  channels  of  legitimate 
business,  and  on  the  broad  basis  of  strict  integrity. 
A  fine  portrait  of  Mr.  Hershey  may  be  seen  upon 
an  accompanying  page. 
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NDREIV  J.  SMALLEY,  now  living  on  sec- 
—  tion  1,  Seventy-Six  Township,  was  born 
jflii  in  Bloomington  Township,  Muscatine 
y  County,  in  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Shepard 
and  Minerva  (Drury)  Smalley,  whose  sketch  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  remained  an 
inmate  of  his  father’s  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  engaged  from  the  time  he  was 
large  enough  to  work  in  assisting  in  the  arduous 


labors  of  the  farm.  He  then  launched  out  to  do 
business  on  bis  own  responsibility,  first  entering  into 
mercantile  life.  In  this  line  of  work,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  two  years,  he  was  quite  successful,  but 
having  been  reared  upon  a  farm,  the  necessary  con¬ 
finement  of  a  store  proved  irksome  to  him  and  be 
abandoned  it.  He  therefore  bought  a  farm  of  240 
acres,  partially  improved,  about  fifty  acres  having 
been  plowed,  upon  which  there  was  an  old  frame 
house,  but  no  stable  or  shelter  of  any  kind  for 
stock.  Evidently,  since  its  purchase,  the  life  of 
Mr.  Smalley  has  been  one  of  industry  and  toil,  for 
the  whole  farm  is  now  under  fence,  seventy  acres 
having  been  plowed,  while  seventy  more  are  used 
as  pasture  land,  the  remaining  100  being  timber 
land.  A  comfortable  frame  house  was  erected  in 
1875,  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,  and  in  1887  a  good  barn 
was  built,  worth  8800,  the  mow  of  which  will  con¬ 
tain  forty-five  tons  of  hay.  Many  other  useful  and 
ornamental  improvements  have  been  made,  trans¬ 
forming  the  once  wild  land  into  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  Seventy-Six  Township.  Mr.  Smalley  is  a 
farmer  of  modern  habits,  feeding  all  the  grain  and 
hay  he  raises  to  his  stock,  as  a  rule  selling  nothing 
but  hogs  and  cattle.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
grazing  cattle,  all  graded  stock,  and  sells  directly 
to  the  feeders. 

On  Sept.  14,  1874,  Mr.  Smalley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Rosa  Hiutermeister,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Rosa  (Dold)  Hiutermeister,  natives  of 
Germany.  The  mother  died  in  1873,  but  Mr. 
Hintermeister  is  now  living  with  his  children,  and 
is  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  By  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smalley  two  children  have  been  born : 
Carrie  E.,  an  intelligent  and  bright-eyed  little  girl, 
ten  years  of  age,  of  whom  the  parents  are  justly 
proud,  and  who  was  born  Sept.  16,  1878:  and 
Sadie  M.,  a  darling  little  six-year-old  daughter, 
the  pet  of  the  family,  who  was  born  Jan.  3,  1883. 
Mr.  Smalley  is  a  public-spirited  man,  taking  an 
active  part  in  politics  and  in  public  affairs  gener¬ 
ally.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
for  the  past  six  years  has  served  as  the  efficient 
Assessor  of  Seventy-Six  Township.  Although  not 
a  member  of  any  church,  he  has  always  been  a  lib¬ 
eral  contributor  to  the  cause  of  religion,  and  his 
influence  and  financial  support  have  ever  been 
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given  to  any  enterprise  for  the  public  welfare.  To 
him  Mrs.  Smalley  has  been  most  truly  a  helpmate, 
sharing  with  him  his  joys  and  sorrows,  encouraging 
him  by  her  loving  sympathy,  and  performing  those 
many  little  acts  of  kindness  which  only  a  wife  can 
perform.  This  worthy  couple  receive  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them,  and  none  are 
more  deservedly  popular. 
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APT.  J.  B.  DOWNER,  a  leading  stock- 
Muscatine  County,  residing  on  sec- 
Sweetland  Township,  was  born  in 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  May  G,  1840,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  A.  and  Elizabetli  R.  Downer.  In  1845, 
when  a  lad  of  five  years,  he  removed  with  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Des  Moines  Count}-,  Iowa,  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  receiving  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  its  common  schools.  lie  began  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  life  for  himself  as  a  teacher,  which  profession 
he  followed  for  several  years  with  good  success, 
after  which  lie  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
for  about  two  years.  In  August,  1863,  he  re¬ 
sponded  to  his  country’s  call  for  troops  to  put 
down  the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  the  8th  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  the  conflicts 
in  which  his  regiment  participated  during  his  serv¬ 
ice.  lie  was  taken  prisoner  in  18G4,  and  confined 
for  two  months  in  the  Andersonville  Prison.  AVhen 
he  regained  his  liberty  he  again  joined  his  regiment, 
with  which  he  continued  until  the  close  of  hostili¬ 
ties.  In  the  last  year  of  his  service  Mr.  Downer 
was  commissioned  Captain,  and  was  detailed  on 
court  martial,  passing  sentence  upon  some  very 
important  cases,  among  which  was  the  trial  of  the 
distinguished  French  General,  Prince  Salm.  at  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

Returning  to  his  home  after  the  war,  Capt.  Dow¬ 
ner  wedded  Margaret  A.  Davis,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Ann  Davis,  the  ceremony  being  per¬ 
formed  in  Des  Moines  County  on  the  8th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  18GG.  By  this  union  six  children  have  been 
born,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Anna  A.,  born 
Dec.  14,  18G6;  John  T.,  Sept.  7,  1869;  Louis  E., 
Sept.  10,  1871:  Nellie  V.,  Sept.  1  1,  1882,  all  yet 
at  home.  II is  wife  was  born  in  Greenfield  County, 
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Ohio,  Nov.  5,  1847,  and  removed  with  her  parents, 
in  1851,  to  Des  Moines  County,  where  her  edu¬ 
cation  was  received. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in 
Des  Moines  County,  and  there  resided  until  1874, 
when  they  became  residents  of  Muscatine,  Iowa. 
After  making  that  their  home  for  a  year  they  re¬ 
moved  to  the  farm  upon  which  they  yet  reside.  It 
is  situated  on  section  17,  Sweetland  Township, 
comprises  172  acres  of  fine  land,  and  is  known  as 
the  Angus  Stock  Farm.  The.  latest  improvements 
have  been  made  upon  it,  a  nice  residence  has  been 
erected,  extensive  barns  have  been  built  for  the 
care  of  the  stock,  and  everything  about  the  place 
denotes  its  owner  to  be  a  systematic  and  enterpris¬ 
ing  manager.  Capt.  Downer  is  the  only  breeder 
of  the  thoroughbred  Angus  cattle  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  and  probably  no  man  has  done  more 
than  he  toward  introducing  a  better  breed  of  cat¬ 
tle  in  the  county.  Although  his  business  interests 
are  very  great,  he  yet  has  time  to  aid  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  all  worthy  enterprises.  He  has  been  largely 
instrumental  in  the  prosecution  of  the  offenders  of 
the  prohibition  law,  of  which  he  is  an  earnest  sup¬ 
porter.  He  has  ever  been  an  advocate  of  temper¬ 
ance  principles,  sparing  neither  time  nor  means 
to  aid  in  the  good  work.  In  his  political  senti¬ 
ments  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  many  years  he  and  his  wife  have 
been  members  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Muscatine,  and  are  earnest  workers  in 
their  Master’s  vineyard. 


^  ARRY  E.  LEE,  a  progressive  and  enterpris- 
F  ing  young  farmer  residing  on  section  25, 
f/  Cedar  Township,  was  born  in  Louisa  County, 
Iowa,  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1868. 
His  parents  are  Robert  and  Julia  (Cecil)  Lee,  the 
former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Iven- 
tuck}'.  They  are  now  residents  of  Louisa  County, 
and  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Harry,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Ettie,  Ethel  and  Millie,  who 
are  yet  inmates  of  the  parental  home. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  county,  where  the  days  of  his  child- 
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hood  and  youth  were  passed.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  land  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Lnla  Case,  the  daughter  of 
Harry  and  Jessie  (Thompson)  Case,  their  union 
being  celebrated  on  the  4th  of  July,  1887.  The 
young  couple  are  now  residing  on  a  farm  owned 
by  Mr.  Lee’s  grandfather,  and  to  them  lias  been 
born  a  little  daughter,  Jessie  Viola.  Although  3'et 
a  .young  man  we  predict  that  Mr.  Lee  will  make  his 
life  a  success,  for  he  is  already  numbered  among 
the  leading  and  energetic  farmers  of  the  community 
in  which  he  resides. 

OHN  SNIDER,  a  public-spirited  citizen  and 
leading  farmer,  residing  on  section  26,  Cedar 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
June  12,  1847.  He  is  a  son  of  Philip  and 
Rebecca  (Thomas)  Snider.  His  father  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  in  1828.  They  took  up  their  residence  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  there  Philip  Snider  became 
acquainted  with  and  wedded  Miss  Rebecca  Thomas, 
a  native  of  Perry  County.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snider  are  yet  living,  and  reside  in  Louisa  County, 
Iowa.  They  are  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
George,  who  makes  his  home  with  our  subject,  and 
who  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Daniel,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Nebraska;  Philip,  now  at 
home;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  John  Wagner,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Wilton  Township;  Catherine,  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Reuben,  at  home,  and  two  children  rvho 
died  in  infancy. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  At  that  time  he  pur¬ 
chased  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Muscatine  County,  on 
which  he  resided  alone  for  two  3'ears.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Louisa  E.  Griffin,  a  daughter  of  II.  8.  and 
Emily  (Garrett)  Griffin,  and  installed  her  as  mis¬ 
tress  of  his  home.  Five  children  were  born  to  the 
happy  couple:  IV.  II.,  born  July  7,  1874;  Ira  F., 
Jan.  27,  1876;  John  II.,  Nov.  18,  1878;  Jessie 


May,  born  March  20,  1881,  and  died  on  the  26th 
of  July  following;  and  one  child  died  in  infancy. 
On  the  27th  of  March,  1881,  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Snider  occurred,  she  being  at  the  time  of  her  death 
twenty -nine  3'ears,  eight  months  and  fourteen  days 
old.  She  was  a  most  estimable  lad3',  and  her  death 
was  not  only  felt  by  her  immediate  family,  but 
many  warm  friends  shared  in  their  grief.  Mr. 
Snider  was  again  married,  Mrs.  Abraham  Shaner 
becoming  his  second  wife.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children  by  her  former  marriage:  George  S., 
who  was  born  March  9,  1876;  and  Guy  H.,  who 
was  born  Jan.  27,  1878.  By  the  latter  marriage 
two  children  have  also  been  born:  Charles  C., 
born  Nov.  9,  1885;  and  Burton,  Aug.  9,  1887. 

Mr.  Snider  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  His  farm  now  comprises  190  acres 
of  fine  land,  which  pa3^s  tribute  to  his  care  and  cul¬ 
tivation.  He  also  raises  considerable  stock,  selling 
some  to  shippers,  or  shipping  directly  to  the 
markets  himself.  He  sells  about  forty  head  of 
hogs  per  year,  and  also  ships  a  carload  of  cattle 
annually.  Since  coming  to  the  county  Mr.  Snider 
has  always  done  his  part  in  the  promotion  of  edu¬ 
cational,  social  or  religious  interests,  and  is  promi¬ 
nent^'  identified  with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He  has  served 
as  Assessor  of  Cedar  Township  for  four  3'ears,  dis¬ 
charging  his  duties  faithfully  and  well.  Formerly 
he  was,  politically,  a  supporter  of  the  Greenback 
party,  but  he  now  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 


FORGE  SATTERTHWAITE,  a  farmer  re¬ 
siding  on  section  4,  Bloomington  Township, 
[f  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  011  the  2d 
of  March,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Buckman)  Satterthwaite,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  same  county.  The  family  is  of  English  descent, 
the  paternal  grandparents,  William  and  Esther  Sat¬ 
terthwaite,  having  been  born  nehr  Craig,  England. 
In  1740,  accompanied  by  their  children,  one  son 
and  three  daughters,  they  came  to  this  country. 
They  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  Isaac  and  Jo3'ce  Buckman 
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were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of  English  parentage, 
and  were  also  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
The  father  of  our  subject  followed  the  occupation 
of  fanning  throughout  his  life,  residing  near  the 
home  of  his  childhood  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1858,  aged  sixty-five  years.  His  wife  had 
departed  this  life  several  j^ears  previously. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  1846  he  left  the  parental  roof 
and  went  to  Indiana,  making  the  journey  by  stage 
from  Reading  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  from  there 
by  water  to  New  Albany.  Remaining  in  that  State 
for  a  year,  he  then  walked  from  New  Albany  to 
Salem,  and  in  the  year  1847  made  an  overland 
trip  to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  a  few 
months.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  came  on  foot 
to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  secured  work  by 
the  da}',  receiving  three  bushels  of  corn  for  a  day’s 
labor.  In  the  summer  of  1848  he  planted  his  first 
crop  in  Iowa,  and  the  following  year  took  up  his 
residence  on  the  farm  which  still  continues  to  be  his 
home.  Purchasing  160  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  he 
immediately  began  its  cultivation,  and  made  many 
improvements,  planting  a  good  orchard,  setting  out 
shade  trees,  building  a  barn  and  erecting  a  sub¬ 
stantial  and  comfortable  home.  He  has  sold  part 
of  his  original  farm,  but  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres,  comprising  one  of  the  richest  and  best  culti¬ 
vated  farms  in  the  community.  Mr.  Satterthwaite 
gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock, 
in  which  he  is  quite  successful. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1847,  our  subject  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Almeria  Anthony,  -who 
was  born  in  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  C. 
and  Judith  (Timberlake)  Anthony,  who  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia.  Her  father  was  a  lawyer  by  pro¬ 
fession,  but  also  engaged  in  farming.  At  an  early 
day  he  removed  to  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  until  1847,  when  he 
came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  bought  and 
improved  a  farm,  there  making  his  home  until 
called  from  this  earth  by  death,  in  1854.  His  wife 
departed  this  life  in  1862. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Satterthwaite  six 
children  have  been  born:  Elizabeth,  who  married 
i  ,  Clifton  Ilealy,  died  in  March,  1885;  Edwin  is  mar¬ 


ried,  and  resides  at  Wilton;  Mary  and  John  are 
both  at  home;  Cyrus  is  married,  and  resides  on  a 
part  of  the  old  homestead,  which  lie  has  purchased, 
and  Sarah  also  resides  with  her  father.  On  the  1st 
of  July,  1886,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Satterthwaite  oc¬ 
curred  very  suddenly,  caused  from  heart  disease, 
which  had  troubled  her  for  several  years  past. 
She  had  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Aug.  1,  1862,  and  always  took  an  active  part  in 
the  church  work.  A  devoted  wife,  a  loving  mother, 
and  a  kind  neighbor,  her  death  proved  a  sad  loss  to 
the  community. 

Mr.  Satterthwaite  takes  an  active  part  in  politi¬ 
cal  affairs,  casting  his  vote  with  the  Republican 
party.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig,  and  took  part 
in  the  parades  during  the  campaign  of  1840,  when 
Oen.  W.  II.  Harrison  was  candidate  for  President. 
He  has  held  several  offices  of  public  trust  in  the 
township,  was  Road  Supervisor  for  several  terms, 
and  also  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  assisted  in  or¬ 
ganizing  the  school  districts,  and  took  an  active 
part  during  the  Lincoln  campaign  in  organizing 
and  drilling  the  Wide-Awakes.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Bloomington  Township.  He  has 
witnessed  many  changes  in  this  county,  and  has 
seen  it  transformed  from  a  wild,  unsettled  prairie 
into  beautiful  homes  and  farms,  where  live  man}r 
of  the  State’s  best  citizens. 


-* - - 

R.  HENRY  MUNSON  DEAN,  physician 
and  surgeon,  of  Muscatine,  and  the  eldest 
son  of  Henry  and  Almira  (Munson)  Dean, 
was  born  in  Canaan,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
on  the  8th  day  of  November,  1836,  and  is  de¬ 
scended  on  both  sides  from  English  ancestry.  His 
paternal  great-grandfather  emigrated  from  England 
and  settled  in  Canaan  soon  after  the  Revolution, 
where  a  large  colony  of  his  descendants  still  reside. 
His  maternal  ancestors  emigrated  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  to  America,  and  some  of  them  fought  under 
Washington  in  the  war  for  independence. 

Our  subject  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  village,  and  when 
thirteen  years  of  age  was  sent  to  a  private  aead- 
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emy  in  the  vicinity,  where  he  studied  the  usual 
branches  of  learning,  including  the  Latin  language 
and  higher  mathematics.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  taught  a  district  school,  following  that 
profession  during  that  winter,  and  spending  the 
summer  months  upon  a  farm.  He  commenced  the 
study7  of  medicine  in  1857,  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  L.  H.  Aiken,  at  Falls  Village,  Conn.,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  attended  two  courses  of  lectures  at  the 
medical  department  of  Columbia  College,  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York  City,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  honors  on 
the  14th  of  March,  1861.  He  soon  afterward  com¬ 
menced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Canaan  Center,  some  two  miles  from  the  residence 
of  his  father,  where  he  remained  until  1862. 

At  that  time  Dr.  Dean  offered  his  services  to  the 
Government  as  a  volunteer  medical  officer,  and  on 
being  examined  at  New  York  City  by  a  board  of 
medical  men,  consisting  of  Dr.  Valentine  Mott, 
President;  W.  H.  Van  Buren,  Secretary7 ;  Thomas 

H.  Markoe,  Austin  Flint  and  H.  B.  Sands,  he 
was  ordered  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  thence  was 
sent  to  Gen.  McClellan  at  Harrison’s  Landing, 
where  he  was  assigned  to  the  1st  Massachusetss 
Infantry.  He  remained  with  that  regiment,  ex¬ 
cepting  a  few  days  that  he  was  with  the  2d  New 
York  Infantry  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  until 
after  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  when,  the  3d 
Corps  Hospital  being  organized  at  Ft.  Lyon,  near 
Alexandria,  Va.,  he  was  assigned  to  duty  at  that 
institution.  He  there  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1863,  when  the  hospital  wras  removed,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  report  to  the  medical  director  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  by  whom  he  was  placed  on  duty  in 
the  Lincoln  United  States  General  Hospital  of  that 
city,  on  the  5th  of  February,  1863.  He  remained 
in  that  hospilal  over  two  years,  the  last  six  months 
having  charge  of  Barrack  Branch  Hospital  of  over 

I, 000  beds,  which,  although  one-fourth  of  a  mile 
nearer  the  capitol,  was  considered  a  portion  of  that 
institution.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1865,  by 
order  of  the  War  Department,  he  wras  appointed 
Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  United  States  Veteran 
Volunteers,  and  assigned  to  duty  with  the  1st  Regi¬ 
ment,  1st  Brigade,  and  1st  (Hancock’s)  Army 
Corps,  and  was  with  them  in  the  field,  where  he  was 


appointed  Surgeon  in  Chief  of  the  operating  bureau 
of  the  corps,  and  remained  as  such  until  after  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  subsequently  had  charge  of 
several  military  hospitals  connected  with  the  defense 
of  Baltimore,  including  Fts.  McHenry  and  Fed¬ 
eral  Hill,  then  under  command  of  Gen.  Hancock, 
until  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  the  10th 
of  January,  1866,  having  served  in  all  some  three 
ymars  and  six  months. 

As  a  military  surgeon  the  record  of  Dr.  Dean  is 
second  to  that  of  no  other  man  in  the  service.  His 
fame  as  a  successful  operator  was  spread  far  and 
wide,  and  whenever  a  critical  and  peculiarly  deli¬ 
cate  operation  in  surgery7  was  to  be  performed,  Dr. 
Dean’s  services  were  brought  into  requisition,  if  at 
all  available.  He  was  transferred  from  ward  to 
ward  in  Lincoln  Hospital,  as  the  exigencies  of  his 
service  seemed  to  require,  and  his  skill  and  success 
became  so  noted  that  he  was  ultimately  placed  in 
charge  of  the  wards  appropriated  to  disabled  officers, 
and  the  most  severe  surgical  cases.  He  served  as 
Medical  Inspector  of  Lincoln  Hospital,  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  pathological  department  of  the 
hospital,  as  President  of  the  board  of  officers  for 
the  examining  of  men  recommended  for  furloughs, 
veteran  reserve  corps,  for  duty7  or  for  discharge 
from  the  service,  and  for  pensions,  and  as  a  lead- 
ing  member  of  the  council  of  the  board  of  adminis- 
tration  of  the  hospital.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  distinguished  surgeons  of  his  years 
and  experience  in  the  institution.  In  addition  to 
his  official  duties  in  the  hospital,  w'hich  were  of  a 
most  exacting  nature.  Dr.  Dean  prepared  and  fur¬ 
nished  to  the  United  States  Army  Medical  Museum 
as  large  a  number  of  rare  and  valuable  specimens 
as  any  other  contributor.  Among  the  many  items 
bearing  his  name  in  the  great  6atalogue  of  the  mu¬ 
seum  are  the  smallest  and  the  largest  hearts,  the 
former  weighing  only  five  and  a  half  ounces,  and 
the  largest  seventeen  and  a  quarter  ounces.  The 
body  from  which  the  smallest  was  taken  weighed 
160  pounds,  and  that  from  which  the  largest 
wras  taken  weighed  155  pounds.  Both  men  had 
been  perfectly  healthy  and  died  from  injuries  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  army.  Dr.  Dean  is  also  credited 
with  having  contributed  to  the  museum  the  only 
specimen  of  hernia  of  the  stomach  through  the  '  r 


184 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


diaphragm  into  the  left  thoracic  cavity.  He  has 
performed  successfully  nearly  every  operation 
hitherto  known  in  military  surgery.  The  testimo¬ 
nials  as  to  his  efficiency,  skill  and  professional 
qualifications,  contained  in  “  general  orders,”  and 
his  private  letters  from  those  in  highest  rank,  are 
both  numerous  and  flattering,  and  may  well  be  a 
source  of  just  pride  and  gratification  to  himself 
and  friends. 

On  retiring  from  the  array  Dr.  Dean  located  at 
Sandwich,  Ill.,  where  he  remained  in  practice  for 
nine  months,  and  on  the  30th  of  February,  1867, 
moved  to  the  city  of  Muscatine,  which  has  since 
been  his  home,  and  where  he  has  built  up  a  large 
and  a  lucrative  practice.  He  has  held  several 
honorable  positions  since  coming  to  this  city,  among 
which  is  that  of  surgeon  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post 
located  here,  which  position  he  held  as  long  as  the 
organization  lasted.  At  the  reorganization  he  was 
again  given  the  position,  and  he  was  also  the  first 
surgeon  of  the  Veteran  Association  of  Muscatine 
County.  He  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the 
Muscatine  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
Secretary,  Treasurer  and  President.  He  has  also 
been  President  of  the  Iowa  and  Illinois  Central 
District  Medical  Society,  which  meets  alternately 
at  Davenport  and  Rock  Island,  and  of  the  Eastern 
Iowa  Central  District  Medical  Society.  He  is 
now  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Iowa  State  Medical  Society,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  was  on  two 
occasions  one  of  the  examiners  of  the  medical  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Iowa  University.  He  is  surgeon  of 
the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  and  the  Bur¬ 
lington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroads  at 
this  point,  and  is  also  surgeon  of  four  accident 
insurance  companies:  The  Travelers’,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.;  the  United  States,  of  New  York  City;  the 
AVorld’s  Industrial,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa;  and  the 
South  Bend,  formerly  the  American;  also  is  the 
examiner  for  several  life  insurance  companies. 
For  twenty  years  Dr.  Dean  has  been  United  States 
Pension  Examiner  at  this  place,  and  President  of 
the  board  wherever  there  has  been  one.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1866,  the  Doctor  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Johnson,  of 


Phdadelphia,  Pa.,  and  by  their  union  three  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born — Harry  Johnson,  Lee  Wal¬ 
lace  and  Ray  Herbert.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

To  the  most  thorough  qualifications  as  a  physi¬ 
cian,  Dr.  Dean  adds  promptness  and  energy  in  pro¬ 
fessional  duty,  and  is  ever  ready,  regardless  of 
distance  or  weather,  to  render  immediate  attention 
to  calls.  An  honest,  upright  man,  fearless  of  cen¬ 
sure,  strong  in  the  right,  he  not  only  enjoys  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County,  but  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  in  the 
medical  world  wherever  he  is  known. 


ffiOHN  ZEIGLER,  formerly  a  leading  and  in¬ 
fluential  pioneer  of  Muscatine  County,  was 
born  in  Westmoreland  Countv,  Pa.,  Aiio'. 
^  29,  1803,  and  wdien  eleven  years  of  age  re¬ 
moved  to  Butler  County,  in  the  same  State.  He 
received  scarcely  any  educational  advantages,  but 
was  forced  to  obtain  his  knowledge  from  observa¬ 
tion  and  study  in  later  years.  When  fifteen  j^ears 
of  age  he  began  life’s  battle  as  a  clerk  in  a  store,  in 
which  he  remained  for  several  years,  when,  attain¬ 
ing  his  majority,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
for  himself.  While  in  Butler  County  he  was  united 
in  marriage  w’ith  Miss  Sarah  Hoffa,  who  was  born 
in  Butler  Count}^.  In  1839  he  came  West  to  view 
the  country,  with  the  intention  of  choosing  a  loca¬ 
tion,  and  the  same  year  returned  for  his  family. 
They  traveled  as  far  as  Allegheny,  Pa.,  but  on  ac¬ 
count  of  low  water,  being  then  forced  to  make  the 
trip  in  boats,  as  there  were  no  railroads,  they  were 
compelled  to  remain  in  Allegheny  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  spring,  when  they  continued  their  journey  to 
the  West,  locating  at  Muscatine.  Mr.  Zeigler 
brought  a  stock  of  merchandise  with  him,  and  again 
embarked  in  that  line  of  business  in  a  rented  store, 
but  the  following  year  erected  a  store  building,  his 
goods  being  kept  in  the  lower  story,  the  family  re¬ 
siding  above.  He  continued  in  business  until  1846, 
when  he  removed  to  a  farm,  but  in  a  short  time  re¬ 
turned  to  the  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeigler  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  who  lived  to  man  and  womanhood:  Anna 
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R.,  the  wife  of  J.  G.  H.  Little,  of  Muscatine  County; 
George  H.,  who  enlisted  in  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry, 
Company  A,  serving  three  years  as  Orderly  Sergeant, 
when  he  veteranized  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  but  died  in  1874  from  disease  contracted 
while  in  the  service;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Eli  Dawson, 
died  in  1873  ;  John,  Jr.,  died  Oct.  4,  1872,  he  having 
previously  served  in  the  late  war,  responding  to  the 
call  for  100-days  men ;  Isabella,  wife  of  Thomas 
Morton,  died  in  1870;  Stella  M.  is  a  resident  of 
Muscatine.  Mr.  Zeigler  was  reared  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  faith,  and  his  wife  as  a  Lutheran,  but  both 
were  members  of  the  former  church  formally  years 
before  their  death.  In  early  life  he  supjiorted  the 
Democratic  party,  but  later  affiliated  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  tie  served  as  Secretary  of  the 
Agricultural  Society  for  many  }'ears,  was  a  man  of 
strong  convictions  and  decided  in  his  views,  and 
was  held  in  high  regard  by  all. 


ftj-^ON.  JOHN  M.  GOBBLE,  Mayor  of  the  city 
" of  Muscatine,  and  one  of  the  leading  whole¬ 
sale  grocers  of  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  and  was  born  near  Abingdon,  Jeffer¬ 
son  County,  Oct.  10,  1849.  His  father,  Thomas 
W.  Gobble,  is  an  honored  pioneer  of  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa,  and  still  resides  on  the  land  which 
he  purchased  of  the  LTnited  States  Government  in 
1843.  He  was  bom  in  Washington  County,  Va., 
on  the  18th  of  August,  1818,  and  is  of  German 
origin.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  McCulloch,  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
McCulloch,  with  whom  he  came  to  Iowa.  Mr. 
McCulloch,  who  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  a  man  prominent  in  political  affairs  in 
Virginia,  and  represented  a  Democratic  constituency 
in  the  Legislature  of  that  State  in  1833,  and  also 
held  the  position  of  Tax  Commissioner  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  in  1836  and  1837.  On  emigrating  to 
Iowa,  in  1843,  in  company  with  his  son-in-law, 
Thomas  W.  Gobble,  he  settled  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  Jefferson  County,  and  there  laid  out  a  town 
which  he  called  Abingdon,  in  honor  of  his  old  home 
in  A  irginia.  He  soon  took  a  prominent  position 


in  public  matters  in  this  State,  and  was  chosen  to 
represent  his  district  in  the  Third  General  Assembly, 
which  convened  in  1850  and  1851.  He  also  held 
the  office  of  County  Judge  of  Jefferson  County, 
anterior  to  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1859. 

I  liomas  V  .  Gobble,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
came  to  Iowa  with  no  capital  save  a  young  man’s 
bright  hope  of  the  future,  but  was  enabled  to  raise 
sufficient  money  to  enter  the  quarter-section  of  land 
adjoining  the  town  of  Abingdon,  upon  which  he 
still  resides.  In  1853  he  engaged  in  merchandising 
at  Abingdon,  in  which  lie  is  still  interested,  though 
the  business  for  several  years  has  been  managed  by 
his  sons. 

It  was  in  this  store  that  John  M.  Gobble,  the 
present  Mayor  of  Muscatine,  took  his  first  lessons 
in  mercantile  business,  beginning  at  the  age  of 
fifteen.  In  three  years’  time  he  had  saved  enough 
from  his  salary  to  purchase  an  interest  in  the  store. 
Three  more  years  passed,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty - 
one  he  drew  out  his  money  from  that  business  and 
bought  an  interest  in  a  retail  grocery  house  at 
Fairfield,  Iowa,  whither  he  removed  in  1870.  This 
house  was  conducted  by  the  firm  of  Shriner  & 
Gobble,  which,  after  several  years,  was  succeeded 
by  Gobble  Bros.,  and  later  continued  by  John  M. 
Gobble  alone.  In  1876  Mr.  Gobble  sold  his  retail 
business  and  established  a  wholesale  groceiy  house 
at  Fairfield,  an  unusual  enterprise  in  a  small  town 
having  no  established  wholesale  commerce  with  the 
world,  and  contrary  to  the  astute  prophecies  of 
friends,  he  made  a  success  of  the  enterprise.  In 
1-880  he  sold  out  his  Fairfield  establishment,  and 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  T.  M.  Gobble,  pur¬ 
chased  the  large  wholesale  groceiy  business  of  G. 
A.  Garretson  &  Son,  of  Muscatine.  On  the  1st 
of  January,  1884,  he  bought  the  interest  of  his 
brother,  who  removed  to  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  soon 
after  admitted  Frank  Jackson,  of  Muscatine,  to 
partnership,  under  the  present  firm  name  of  J.  M. 
Gobble  <fc  Co.  Their  business  is  carried  on  in  a 
building  40x120  feet,  and  three  stories  in  height, 
and  a  very  heavy  business  is  annually  done.  They 
employ  five  traveling  men,  and  their  trade  has 
steadily  increased  from  the  beginning. 

In  March,  1886,  Mr.  Gobble  was  elected  to  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people  of  Muscatine 
- -  - 
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— Mayor.  lie  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party,  and  when  the  election  took  place,  in  March, 
he  received  a  majority  of  400  over  a  strong  Re¬ 
publican  opponent.  In  March,  1888,  he  was  elected 
for  the  third  term  without  opposition,  as  he  had 
given  such  universal  satisfaction.  His  administra¬ 
tion  receives  the  hearty  and  earnest  approval  of  his 
constituents,  which  feeling  is  fully  equaled  by  the 
good  wishes  of  all. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Muscatine  Fair  Ground  and  Park  Association,  and 
is  its  President  at  this  time  of  writing;  he  was  one 
of  the  incorporators  of  the  Muscatine  Terra  Cotta 
Lumber  Company,  and  is  President  of  that  impor¬ 
tant  corporation. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1872,  at  Fairfield,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Gobble  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Maggie  Ed- 
miston,  a  daughter  of  James  Edmiston,  and  two 
children  grace  their  union.  A  portrait  of  Mr. 
Gobble  is  herewith  presented  to  the  readers  of  this 
Album. 

-  ooo  .. 

'  ooo  - 

C ^  HARLES  C.  PATRICK,  contractor  and 
builder,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in 

_ jj  Brownville,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the 

27th  day  of  August,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Patrick,  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  April  17, 
1796.  The  father  wras  reared  in  Vermont,  and 
there,  on  the  1st  day  of  November,  1818,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Susanna  Pearson,  a  native  of  the 
same  State,  born  Sept.  18,  1798.  Soon  after  their 
marriage  they  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
where  a  family  of  nine  children  was  born  to  them: 
Franklin  P.,  born  Sept.  1,  1819;  Stilman  O.,  born 
March  24,  1821;  Susan  A.,  born  April  9,  1823; 
Charles  R.,  born  Nov.  9,  1825;  C.  C.,  born  Aug. 
27,  1828;  Lucia  A.,  born  Feb.  14,  1830;  Harriet 
H.,  born  Dec.  21,  1832;  Jacob  C.,  born  Aug.  28, 
1836;  Marcus  C.,  born  Sept.  20,  1839,  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  in  Company  K,  35th  New  York 
Infantry,  from  May  9, 1861,  until  the  spring  of  1863, 
when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  sickness. 
Franklin  died  in  Delphi,  Ind.,  Jan.  2,  1 847 ;  Stil¬ 
man  O.  died  Feb.  9,  1827;  Charles  R.  died  March 
17,  1827.  The  death  of  the  father  occurred  June 
r  19,  1850,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years,  and  his  wife 


died  Aug.  1,  1853,  also  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years.  In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Patrick  was  an 
old-line  Jefferson  Democrat,  but  could  not  be  called 
a  politician,  having  never  sought  for  public  office. 
Both  parents  were  lifelong  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  As  neighbors,  they  were  accom¬ 
modating;  as  citizens,  loyal;  as  Christians,  true  and 
faithful. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town,  and  received  his  education  in  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  schools,  though  only  being  permitted  to  attend 
about  three  months  during  the  year,  as  he  had  to 
assist  his  father,  who  was  in  limited  circumstances, 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  use  the  plane.  When  he 
began  the  carpenter  work  he  was  so  small  that  he 
had  to  stand  upon  a  platform  to  reach  the  bench. 

In  1846  he  came  west  to  Delphi,  Ind.,  and  worked 
at  his  trade  there  one  year,  and  then  returned  to 
Yrork  State.  In  1855  he  again  left  his  native 
State  for  the  Far  West,  locating  at  Muscatine, 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  until  1865, 
when  he  crossed  the  plains  to  Pike’s  Peak  in 
search  of  a  fortune.  Remaining  in  Colorado  for 
two  years,  he  then  returned  to  his  home,  but 
after  a  short  time  made  a  trip  to  Montana  and 
crossed  the  plains  four  times.  In  1869  he  settled 
permanently  in  Muscatine,  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  following  his  trade.  He  is  an  expert 
workman,  and  well  deserves  a  liberal  patronage 
from  the  people  of  this  community. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1888,  Mr.  Patrick  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  M.  Harbaugh, 
daughter  of  Richard  R.  and  Frances  (Stenson) 
Harbaugh.  Her  father  was  born  in  1 824,  and  her 
mother  was  born  in  1836,  in  Pennsylvania.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  living  children:  John  R., 
a  resident  of  this  city;  James  R.  is  in  the  employ 
of  a  wholesale  leather  house,  and  resides  in  Bur¬ 
lington,  Iowa;  and  Alice  M.,  wife  of  our  subject. 
Mrs.  Harbaugh  departed  this  life  in  1863.  Previ¬ 
ous  to  his  marriage  with  that  lady  Mr.  Harbaugh 
had  wedded  Miss  Martha  Dillon,  of  Washington, 
Iowa,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children:  Well¬ 
ington,  a  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  leather  in 
Lincoln,  Kan. ;  and  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Joseph  Sen- 
right,  of  Howard  County,  Iowa,  also  a  dealer  in 
leather.  In  1865  Mr.  Harbaugh  came  to  Musca-  '  ’ 
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tine,  embarking  in  the  leather  trade,  in  which  he 
was  quite  successful,  and  ranked  with  the  promi¬ 
nent  business  men  of  this  city.  He  also  engaged 
in  the  grocery  and  livery  business.  At  his  death, 
which  occurred  Dec.  18,  1875,  Muscatine  lost  one 
of  its  enterprising  business  men,  and  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  which  he  belonged,  a  most  active  mem¬ 
ber  and  sincere  Christian. 

Mr.  Patrick  was  reared  under  the  teachings  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  his  first  vote  was  cast 
for  that  party,  but  on  the  formation  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  he  joined  its  ranks,  and  has  ever  since 
been  a  stanch  supporter  of  its  principles.  In  re¬ 
ligious  thought  he  is  liberal,  and  an  admirer  of 
such  advanced  thinkers  as  Huxley,  Tindall,  Spen¬ 
cer,  and  others  of  that  school.  He  is  a  strong  Pro¬ 
hibitionist. 

— — - 

EORGE  M.  SCOTT,  the  present  Treasurer  of 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Pe- 
dee,  Cedar  County,  Jan.  14,  1841,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jasper  and  Sarah  (Beatty)  Scott.  The 
family  came  from  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in  the  early  Ter¬ 
ritorial  days  of  Iowa,  and  George  was  numbered 
among  the  first  children  born  in  this  commonwealth. 
He  was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  The  early  advantages  received  by 
him  were  only  such  as  are  furnished  in  pioneer  lo¬ 
calities,  and  his  education  was  received  in  a  primi¬ 
tive  log  school-house,  with  rude  surroundings. 
When  he  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  his  father  died, 
and  the  care  of  the  farm  and  maintenance  of  the 
family  devolved  upon  him  and  his  brother  Jasper, 
who  was  four  jmars  older.  Nobly  did  they  per¬ 
form  the  duties  devolving  upon  them,  supplying 
as  far  as  possible  the  loss  of  their  father.  In  1859 
George  left  the  parental  roof  to  seek  his  fortunes 
in  California,  and  was  logging  in  the  mountains  of 
that  State  when  the  war  broke  out.  Soon  after 
returning  to  his  home  he  there  spent  the  winter, 
and  the  following  spring,  prompted  by  his  patri¬ 
otic  impulse,  he  enlisted  in  Compamr  D,  24tli  Iowa 
Infantry.  Shouldering  his  musket  he  started  for  the 
front,  and  met  the  enemy  in  an  engagement  at  Port 
Gibson.  At  the  hard-fought  battle  of  Champion 
Hills  he  proved  the  target  for  a  rebel  bullet,  being 


severely  wounded.  He  was  there  forced  to  go  into 
a  hospital,  while  the  regiment  went  on  to  share  in 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  but  when  Gen.  Banks  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  the  Red  River  expedition  his  health  had 
so  far  recovered  that  he  joined  the  command. 
From  there  he  was  suddenly  transferred  to  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  and  witnessed  the  end  of  Sheri¬ 
dan’s  famous  ride  to  Winchester,  and  was  in  the 
dust,  smoke  and  shot  of  Cedar  Creek  and  Fisher’s 
Hill,  carrying  forever  engraved  on  eye  and  mem¬ 
ory  the  bloody  scenes  of  those  days  when  Sheridan 
sent  the  enemy  “whirling  through  the  valley.”  Mr. 
Scott  was  then  transferred  with  his  company  to 
Savannah,  Ga.,  where  he  was  doing  duty  when  Lee 
surrendered,  and  his  long  service  of  three  years 
came  to  an  end.  The  company  returned  to  Daven¬ 
port,  and  was  disbanded,  Private  Scott  receiving 
his  discharge  as  Orderly  Sergeant.  Nobly  did  he 
stand  by  the  Union,  and  but  few  soldiers  followed 
the  old  flag  on  so  many  fields  of  combat,  in  such 
extreme  parts  of  the  country,  or  under  such  widely 
diversified  commands. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  Mr.  Scott  returned 
to  his  home  in  Cedar  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  fora  year,  and  in  1867  wTent  into  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  in  Pedee,  following  that  avocation 
until  1873,  at  which  time  he  sold  out  and  again 
made  a  journey  to  the  Pacific  Slope.  Many  changes 
had  been  wrought  in  the  Golden  State  since  his 
former  visit,  and  after  a  stay  of  nine  months  he 
returned  to  Pedee,  but  in  the  spring  of  1877  re¬ 
moved  to  Atalissa,  where  he  purchased  the  stock 
and  trade  of  N.  D.  Dyer,  dealer  in  general  mer¬ 
chandise.  He  continued  in  this  line  until  1883, 
when  he  was  chosen  by  the  Democratic  party  as 
their  nominee  for  County  Treasurer.  When  the 
ballot  box  was  opened  at  the  succeeding  election  it 
was  found  that  he  was  the  people’s  choice  for  that 
office,  and  he  soon  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
his  duties.  The  efficient  and  able  manner  in  which 
he  filled  the  position  led  to  his  re-election  in  1885, 
and  again  in  1887,  his  popularity  as  an  official  con¬ 
stantly  increasing. 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1866,  Mr.  Scott  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  Hutchinson,  of  Pe¬ 
dee,  and  by  their  union  seven  children  have  been 
born,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living  with  the  exception 
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of  one  son.  They  have  a  lovely  home  on  East 
Fourth  street,  and  since  coming  to  Muscatine  have 
gained  many  warm  friends,  and  in  the  social  world 
of  the  city  hold  an  enviable  place.  The  fidelity 
with  which  Mr.  Scott  discharges  the  duties  of  his 
office  is  only  equaled  by  his  faithfulness  to  the  flag 
which  now  floats  so  proudly  over  our  united  Na¬ 
tion.  Left  without  a  father’s  tender  care  at  an  early 
age  he  was  forced  to  fight  life’s  battle  alone,  but 
success  has  crowned  his  efforts,  and  he  is  now 
numbered  among  the  county’s  most  honored  citi¬ 
zens. 

- - 


(l1  OHN  W.  MEEKER,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Muscatine  County,  residing  on  section  18? 
Seventy-Six  Township,  was  born  July  7, 
1840,  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  lie  is 
descended  from  good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  his 
paternal  great-great-grandfather,  who  had  a  family 
of  seventeen  children,  having  served  in  the  War  for 
Independence,  as  also  did  his  sons,  one  of  whom 
died  in  his  effort  to  secure  freedom  for  the  Col¬ 
onies. 

Jonathan  Meeker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of  February,  in  1809, 
and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Martha  Meeker,  who 
had  a  family  of  six  children.  lie  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  while  liv¬ 
ing  in  Ohio.  In  1843  he  emigrated  to  the  West, 
going  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  River 
to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  He  followed  the  occu¬ 
pation  of  farming  after  coming  to  this  State,  and 
rented  land  for  two  years.  He  then  entered  eighty 
acres,  and  afterward  entered  forty  acres  more,  and 
by  subsequent  purchase  he  added  to  this  land  until 
he  had  a  fine  farm,  comprising  340  acres,  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation. 


In  1835  Jonathan  Meeker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Martha  Shellabarger,  and  to  them  six  children 
were  born:  Mary  E.,the  eldest,  born  Feb.  14,  1838, 
is  now  the  wTife  of  J.  W.  Brookhart,  of  Muscatine 
County;  John  W.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth;  William  II.  was  one  of  the  defenders 
of  the  Union  during  the  late  war,  and  having  re¬ 
ceived  his  discharge,  started  home,  but  in  a  rail¬ 
road  accident,  which  occurred  Nov.  6,  1864,  he  was 


killed;  Thomas  S.,  who  was  also  one  of  the  boys 
in  blue,  was  born  June  17,  1845,  and  is  now  living 
in  this  county;  Joseph  W.,  of  Muscatine  County, 
was  born  Jan.  17,  1849;  Margery  A.,  born  Aug. 
17,  1854,  and  now  living  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  was  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meeker 
reared  from  infancy  an  adopted  son,  Thomas  S. 
Cay  lor,  -who  is  now  living  in  Kansas.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Meeker  occurred  Aug.  20,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  Mrs.  Meeker  de¬ 
parted  this  life  May  22,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-four.  They  were  highly  respected  people  in 
this  community,  esteemed  for  their  many  excellent 
qualities. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  assisting 
his  father  in  cultivating  his  land  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  army.  Respond¬ 
ing  to  President  Lincoln’s  second  call  for  troops, 
he  enlisted,  and  was  assigned  to  the  11th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry.  The  first  important  engagement  in  which 
he  participated  was  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  which  was 
followed  by  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  battle  of 
Corinth,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  battle  at  Big- 
Shanty,  Ga.,  at  Ivenesaw  Mountain,  where  he  was 
sunstruck,  the  Atlanta  campaign,  in  which  he  was 
under  fire  100  days,  and  in  which  two  of  the  hard¬ 
est  battles  of  the  war  occurred,  the  battles  before 
Atlanta,  July  22  and  July  28,  1864,  the  siege  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  the  battle  at  Bentonville,  N.  C-, 
which  was  the  last  regular  engagement  of  the  war, 
He  was  with  Sherman  on  his  celebrated  march  to 
the  sea,  and  when  the  war  was  over  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  from  service  July  22,  1865. 

On  the  1st  of  March  following  his  return  Mr. 
Meeker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet 
Gates,  a  daughter  of  S.  G.  and  Eve  (Fitzgerald) 
Gates,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the 
latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The  union. of  this  worthy 
couple  has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  eight 
children:  Carl  W.,  born  Jan.  20,  1874;  Howard 
A.,  Oct.  24,  1875;  Mary  M.,  Aug.  12,  1877;  War¬ 
ren  E.,  March  15,  1879;  George  W.,  April  18, 
1881,  and  Harry  C.,  Aug.  13,  1886.  Two  died  in 
infancy. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Meeker’s  father.  He 
now  has  the  management  of  100  acres  of  land,  and 
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carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  point  to  sell  his  cattle  direct  to  the  feeders. 
He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  Mr. 
Meeker  supports  the  Republican  party.  Almost 
his  entire  life  has  been  spent  in  this  county, 
coming  here  when  three  years  of  age,  and  only 
leaving  when  his  country  called  for  volunteers  to 
put  down  the  Rebellion.  He  has  been  identified 
with  its  history  during  all  this  time,  has  done  all 
in  his  power  to  advance  its  interests,  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  its  best  citizens. 


St.  Louis,  and  also  built  the  eddies  at  New  Orleans. 
Mrs.  Dallas  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Caird) 
Andrews,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland,  but  emi¬ 
grated  to  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  in  1840.  The 
father  engaged  in  farming  in  his  native  land,  but 
after  coming  to  this  country  lived  a  retired  life. 
His  death  occurred  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
years,  his  wife  having  departed  this  life  many  years 
previously,  dying  in  Scotland  in  1836.  By  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dallas  six  children  were  born, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mary  is  now  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Mclntoch,  a  farmer  of  Goshen  Town¬ 
ship;  Alexander  is  married,  and  resides  in  Cass 
County,  Iowa;  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Lewis,  is  a  resident 
of  Muscatine;  Maria,  who  was  a  successful  teacher 


DETER  DALLAS,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
)  tion  14,  Bloomington  Township,  was  born  in 
Scotland  in  1819,  and  was  the  third  in  a 
|  \  family  of  five  children  born  to  Alexander 
and  Janet  (McIntyre)  Dallas,  who  were  natives  of 
the  same  country.  The  father  was  a  gardener  by 
occupation,  and  came  to  America  in  the  year  1836, 
settling  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  where  he  followed 
that  line  of  work  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1873,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His  ex¬ 
cellent  wife  had  departed  this  life  four  or  five 
years  previousty,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy -five 
years. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land,  where  he  also  learned 
gardening  with  his  father.  In  1838,  resolving  to 
try  his  fortune  in  America,  he  set  sail  from  Liver¬ 
pool,  on  the  loth  day  of  October,  in  the  American 
sailing-vessel  “Bangor,”  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Dyer,  and  after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  two 
months  landed  at  New  York,  on  the  loth  day  of 
December.  From  there  he  went  directly  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  making  the  journey  in  a  stage  across  the 
mountains,  and  after  reaching  that  city  engaged  in 
gardening  in  one  of  its  suburbs.  He  rented  forty 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  carried  on  his  line  of 
business,  but  the  place  is  now  thickly  covered  with 
houses. 

While  residing  in  Pittsburgh  Mr.  Dallas  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  1842,  with  Margaret  An¬ 
drews,  a  sister  of  James  Andrews,  who  was  a 
partner  of  Capt.  Eads,  who  erected  the  bridge  at 


in  the  Muscatine  schools  for  twelve  years,  is  now 
a  stenographer  in  New  York  City;  Margaret  and 
Annabel,  twins,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  May,  1853, 
and  in  1854  Mr.  Dallas  married  Letitia  Cotton,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : 
Caroline,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen ;  Jessie, 
who  became  the  wife  of  William  Gilbert;  Matilda, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

In  1858  Mr.  Dallas  was  again  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  death  of  his  companion,  and  later  wed¬ 
ded  Margaret  Anderson,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Margaret  (McCoy)  Anderson.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  the  following  children:  Sophia, 
who  engaged  for  two  or  three  years  as  a  teacher  in 
Muscatine  County,  is  an  expert  stenographer,  being 
employed  as  reporter  at  the  court-house  of  Musca¬ 
tine;  Katie,  who  also  taught  school  for  several 
years,  is  now  Mrs.  Rowe,  of  Red  Oak,  Iowa; 
Beatrice,  Willie,  Charley,  George  and  Janet  are  at 
home. 

In  1861  Mr.  Dallas  left  Pennsylvania  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  locating  in 
Goshen  Township,  where  he  purchased  480  acres  of 
partially  improved  land.  He  immediately  began 
its  cultivation,  and  to  that  farm  added  improve¬ 
ments  valued  at  $7,000.  For  twenty  years  he  made 
that  his  home,  and  then  sold  out,  purchasing  eighty 
acres  of  partially  improved  land  on  section  14, 
Bloomington  Township.  His  farm  is  pleasantly 
situated  about  three  miles  from  the  city  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  and  though  much  of  it  had  to  be  cleared 
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after  his  removal,  it  is  now  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  Mr.  Dallas  also  raises  some  stock  of 
good  grades,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  township.  As  a  citizen  he  casts  his  vote  with 
the  part}"  that  he  thinks  will  administer  the  best 
laws.  He  has  filled  various  offices  of  public  trust. 
He  takes  great  interest  in  advancing  any  enterprise 
which  has  for  its  object  the  good  of  the  community, 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Blooming¬ 
ton  Township.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  universally  re¬ 
spected  by  all. 


&£&&&*** 


UGUST  PIPER,  dealer  in  general  merchan¬ 
dise  in  Fulton,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Ham¬ 
burg,  Germany,  born  Aug.  12,  1813,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  Peter  and  Catherine 
Dorothea  (Sass)  Piper.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  died  in  that  country  in  1833,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three  years,  while  his  mother,  who  was 
also  born  in  that  country,  departed  this  life  in 
1835,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  One  son  died 
the  previous  year.  They  had  but  one  child  who 
grew  to  manhood,  August  of  this  sketch.  In  1853 
he  left  his  native  country,  embarking  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  from  Hamburg,  and  after  a  long  and  tedious 
voyage  of  sixty-seven  days  landed  at  New  York. 
He  then  went  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  two  months,  when  he  went  to  Nauvoo,  Ill., 
working  in  that  town  for  two  years  at  the  carpen¬ 
ter’s  trade,  which  he  had  previously  learned  in  the 
old  country.  From  Nauvoo  lie  continued  his 
journey  until  reaching  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  seventeen  years,  working  for  a 
time  at  his  trade,  but  later  clerking  in  different 
stores  where  a  salesman  who  could  speak  the  Ger¬ 
man  language  was  needed.  Having  in  that  way 
gained  experience  in  mercantile  business,  he  came  to 
Fulton,  Jan.  1,  1872,  and  opened  a  store  of  general 
merchandise,  in  which  he  has  been  quite  successful, 
building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  trade.  II is 
stock  consists  of  groceries,  dry-goods,  boots  and 
shoes,  crockery,  china,  glassware,  hardware,  oils  and 
hats. 

In  183G  Mr.  Piper  was  united  in  marriage  with 


Miss  Caroline  Helmess,  and  by  their  union  five 
children  were  born,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Those  living  are:  Louisa,  wife  of  Charles  Beider¬ 
becke,  a  baker  residing  in  Davenport,  and  Adolph, 
who  is  at  present  in  Davenport,  Iowa.  In  185G 
Mr.  Piper  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his 
wife,  who  in  that  year  was  called  toiler  final  home. 
He  was  again  married  in  1878,  becoming  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Mrs.  Aibe  Volrner,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Ebe  (Leiderman)  Volenburg,  who  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living — John, 
Gaser,  Margaret,  Anna  and  Mrs.  Piper. 

Like  so  many  of  his  countrymen,  our  subject 
responded  to  the  country’s  call  for  troops  to  put 
down  the  Rebellion,  and  enlisted  in  1862,  serving 
until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  was  assigned  to 
Company  K,  of  the  37th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  during 
most  of  his  term  did  garrison  duty.  In  his  political 
sentiments  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  religiously,  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Hayes  in  1879. 


ESSE  BROGAN,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Camp¬ 
bell  County,  Ky.,  on  the  11th  of  February, 
1821,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Dunlap)  Brogan,  the  former  born  in  1785,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  born  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  Dec.  20,  1793.  Their  union  was  celebrated 
June  9,  181 2,  and  they  afterward  located  in  Hamil¬ 
ton  County,  Ohio,  where  they  resided  until  their 
removal  to  Campbell  (now  Kenton)  County,  Ohio, 
where  they  resided  for  several  years.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  James,  born  April  10, 
1813,  died  in  Kentucky;  Eliza,  born  Feb.  17,1815, 
wedded  Simeon  Tibbatts,  and  after  his  death  mar¬ 
ried  Thomas  Gilman,  and  died  in  Ohio,  in  January, 
1840;  John,  born  April  23,  1817,  died  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio;  Jesse  of  this  sketch;  William,  born 
June  20,  1823,  died  in  Kentucky  while  young; 
Henry,  born  Aug.  20, 1825,  died  in  infancy;  Mary, 
born  June  18,  1826,  died  in  infancy ;  Joseph  and 
Wesley,  twins,  born  Sept.  20,  1833,  the  former  now 
living  in  Muscatine,  the  latter  in  Franklin  County, 
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Iowa;  Hannah,  born  Dec.  28,  1838,  is  the  wife  of 
Abraham  Carroll,  a  resident  of  What  Cheer,  this 
State. 

In  1843,  John  Brogan,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  left  Kentucky,  and  emigrated  to 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Sweetland 
Township,  where  he  entered  land  and  developed  a 
farm.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  death 
occurred  in  1852,  and  Mrs.  Brogan  died  in  May, 

1851.  They  were  both  lifelong  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  taking  an  active  in¬ 
terest  in  the  work  of  that  denomination,  and  aiding 
largely  in  the  advancement  of  the  cause. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  a 
subscription  school,  which  was  taught  in  an  old  log 
cabin  built  by  his  father  and  a  Mr.  Richardson. 
The  seats  were  made  of  slabs,  the  floor  of  puncheons, 
and  a  huge  fireplace  filled  one  end  of  the  room.  In 
1843  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  in  which  State  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Hill,  who  was 
born  April  10,  1819,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
Hill,  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  this  county  in  1850. 
By  their  union  six  children  were  born,  four  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Franklin  P.,  born  Nov.  3, 

1852,  died  Feb.  9,  1858;  Josephine  M.,  born  March 
5,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  George  Lefever,  of  Sweet- 
land  Township;  Mary  M.,  born  Dec.  31,  1855, 
wedded  J.  W.  Ransom,  of  Wichita,  Kan. ;  George 
H.,  born  May  8,  1857,  married  Maggie  Winnemore, 
and  resides  in  Sweetland  Township;  Samuel  G., 
born  July  11,  1861,  married  Rose  Eaton,  of  Sweet¬ 
land  Township,  and  one  child  died  in  infancy. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Brogan  occurred  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1883.  She  was  a  sincere  Christian,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  Brogan 
was  again  married,  June  11,  1884,  his  second  union 
being  with  Miss  Julia  Webber,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  January,  1843,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  John  Webber. 


Mr.  Brogan  was  taught  the  political  sentiments 
of  the  Democratic  part}',  which  he  supported  until 


1874,  when,  believing  that  the  principles  of  the 


Greenback  party  were  right,  he  became  one  of  its 
number,  and  has  continued  to  vote  with  that  party 
since.  For  many  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  has  assisted  in  building  two 


houses  of  worship,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to 
advance  the  cause  of  his  Master.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship  for  many  years,  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
all  who  know  him.  He  is  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  farm  land  and  eighty  acres  of  timber  land. 
Since  becoming  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County  he 
has  seen  its  wild  prairies  transformed  into  beautiful 
farms,  and  has  done  his  part  toward  aiding  in  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  community. 


VILLIAM  FURNAS,  a  retired  farmer  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Muscatine,  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  on  the  5th 
day  of  February,  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  Christopher 
and  Sarah  (Jenkins)  Furnas,  who  were  natives  of 
South  Carolina.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  and  died  in' that  faith.  Of  their 
family  of  six  children  three  are  yet  living:  Louisa, 
wife  of  Elijah  Dawson,  of  Story  County,  Iowa; 
Mary  A.,  wife  of  John  Hall,  of  Hendricks  County, 
Ind.,  and  William,  of  this  sketch.  In  1849  Chris¬ 
topher  Furnas  removed  with  his  family  to  Madison 
County,  Ind.,  where  his  death  occurred  Dec.  12, 
1858.  His  wife  died  in  Benton  County,  Iowa,  on 
the  13th  day  of  December,  1868. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  receiving 
such  education  as  the  early  schools  of  his  native 
county  afforded.  In  1845  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Sarah  Compton,  daughter  of  William  and  Su¬ 
sanna  (Frost)  Compton,  the  former  a  native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina. 
To  them  were  born  four  children,  who  are  yet  liv¬ 
ing:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jesse  Jones,  of  Marion 
County,  Ind.;  Elias,  who  married  Nancy  Jenkins, 
and  resides  in  Cass  County,  Neb.;  Martha,  wife  of 
George  Knisley,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  and  Sarah, 
wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Compton  both 
died  in  Muscatine  County,  Iovra. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Furnas  removed  to  Ma- 


:ion  County,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
ome  time,  and  in  1867  removed  to  Moscow  Town- 
hip,  Muscatine  County,  where  he  purchased  a  fine 
arm,  upon  which  lie  resided  until  February,  1884, 


T 


I 


194 

MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 

V 


at  which  time  lie  removed  to  the  city.  lie  is  now 
living  a  retired  life,  resting  after  the  years  of  toil, 
now  spending  his  life  in  ease  and  comfort.  Polit¬ 
ically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  the  first  Presidential  contest  he  took  part  in 
was  in  1840,  when  he  used  his  influence  for  Will¬ 
iam  Henry  Harrison,  though  he  was  not  old  enough 
to  vote  for  him. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Furnas  have  had  five  children  born 
unto  them,  but  only  one  is  now  living:  Lucinda, 
born  July  19,  1846,  became  the  wife  of  S.  M.  Hos¬ 
kins,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1870,  leaving  one  child.  The 
following  verses  as  a  tribute  to  her  memory  were 
written  by  Charles  Furnas: 

Oh !  can  it  be  that  thou  art  gone 
From  earth  and  friends  so  soon? 

A  year  ago  I  saw  thy  form 
With  health  and  vigor  bloom. 

A  loving  husband  and  a  child 
Then  had  thy  fondest  care, 

And  cheering  hopes  thy  pathway  filled 
With  flowers  rich  and  rare. 

Who,  who  would  tlio’t  that  death  should  come 
To  claim  so  dear  a  prize, 

And  cast  o’er  us  so  deep  a  gloom 
And  bid  such  griefs  arise. 

Yet  this  is  man's  unyielding  fate. 

Oh,  ’tis  a  painful  tlio’t! 

To-day  we  live,  we  act,  we  move. 

Tomorrow  we  are  not. 

Farewell,  dear  friend,  a  long  farewell, 

We’ll  hope  to  meet  again, 

When  our  dust  is  with  the  dust 
And  spirits  whence  the}'  came. 

John  W.,  the  second  child,  born  Oct.  4,  1848,  died 
Nov.  12,  1854;  Louisa  E.,  born  July  10,  1852,  is 
the  wife  of  Arthur  E.  Stiles,  of  Albuquerque,  N. 
M.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children, 
Newton  and  Nettie;  Isaac  N.,  born  July  16,  1856, 
died  Oct.  20,  1859,  and  Emsley  II.,  born  Feb.  9, 
1864,  died  Aug.  25,  1880.  He  was  a  most  promis¬ 
ing  young  man,  beloved  by  all,  and  to  his  memory 
the  following  lines  were  written  by  a  fiiend: 

Just  at  the  door  of  manhood. 

As  life  begins  to  be 

A  plane  of  jeweled  prospects 
That  all  desired  to  see; 


And  when  the  doting  parents 
Begin  to  know  the  joy, 

And  gladden  with  the  sayings  of 
A  true  and  faithful  boy. 

And  then  for  death  to  linger, 

And  claim  this  only  son, 

Calls  out  each  latent  effort 
To  say,  “Thy  will  be  done.” 

With  ties  of  nature  fractured 
Their  grief  woidd  e’er  prevail, 

Did  not  their  soul  love  linger 
With  his,  beyond  the  vale? 

Though  earth’s  hopes  are  all  frustrated, 

And  his  fair  form  decays, 

In  yon  approaching  future, 

Your  grief  will  turn  to  praise. 

For  ’tis  not  all  of  life  to  live, 

Nor  all  of  death  to  die, 

Our  treasure  in  Jesus  surely 
We  will  find  by  and  by. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Furnas  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  universally 
respected  throughout  Muscatine  County,  where 
they  have  resided  so  many  years. 


eASPER  H.  STKRNEMAN,  a  dental  sur¬ 
geon  and  prominent  citizen  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
Dec.  4,  1845,  and  when  five  years  of  age  went  with 
his  parents  to  Gallipolis,  Gallia  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he 
received  a  liberal  education  in  an  academy  of  that 
count}'.  When  only  seventeen  years  of  age,  in 
July.  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  91st  Ohio  Infantry 
for  three  years’  service,  and  fora  time  was  stationed 
at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  after  which  he  was  sent  with 
the  regiment  to  West  Virginia.  On  account  of  his 
youth  he  was  given  the  position  of  clerk  in  the 
quartermaster’s  department,  and  served  most  of  his 
time  for  three  years  in  that  capacity.  In  1865, 
after  his  discharge,  resolving  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  West,  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Cedar 
Rapids.  His  father  was  a  leading  dentist  in  this 
State,  and  in  his  office  Casper  learned  the  profes¬ 
sion  which  he  has  followed  through  life,  remaining 
with  his  father  for  nine  years.  In  the  month  of 


February,  1876,  he  came  to  Muscatine,  where  he 
has  since  been  in  active  practice,  and  by  close  and 
careful  attention  to  his  business  has  secured  an  ex¬ 
tensive  patronage,  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Dental  Society,  and 
holds  a  high  rank  among  his  professional  brethren. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Sterncman  and  Miss  S. 
Millicent  Pearson  was  celebrated  in  the  month  of 
February,  1871,  at  Cedar  Rapids.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Kendall  County,  Ill.,  Sept.  16, 1848,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  T.  P.  Pearson.  By  their  union  two 
children  have  been  born:  Alice  M.  and  Edward  P., 
who  gladden  the  home  by  their  presence.  The 
Doctor  is  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  2d 
I.  N.  G.,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  1st  Lieuten¬ 
ant.  He  was  also  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Iowa,  and  one.  of  nine 
who  took  the  degrees.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
Past  Chancellors  and  is  a  member  of  the  local  or¬ 
ganization,  Wyoming  Lodge  No.  86.  As  an  active, 
enterprising  business  man,  prompt  and  reliable  in 
the  fulfillment  of  all  his  duties,  the  Doctor  has  won 
a  foremost  place  in  his  profession,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  this  community. 


THOMAS  SHARP,  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  residing 
on  section  13,  Bloomington  Township,  was 
born  on  the  20th  of  February,  1796,  in  York,  Pa. 
His  parents,  John  and  Elizabeth  (Kennard)  Sharp, 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  State,  the  former 
born  in  Chester  County,  and  the  latter  in  Bucks 
County,  though  they  were  married  in  York  County. 
On  the  death  of  his  mother,  his  father  removed  to 
Knox  County,  Ohio,  where  he  edited  the  Balti¬ 
more  Almanac  for  a  number  of  years.  His  death 
occurred  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  in  1840,  in  the 
eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  was 
called  to  her  long  rest  ten  years  previously,  dying 
when  seventy  years  of  age.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  earnest  Christian  people, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  children :  Elizabeth 
became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Barrington,  but  both 
died  in  Knox  Count}7,  Ohio;  John,  who  died  in 


Morrow  County,  Ohio;  and  Thomas,  who  was  the 
eldest  of  the  family. 

John  Sharp,  who  was  a  great  student  and  a  very 
intelligent  man,  superintended  the  education  of 
oui  subject,  who,  with  his  father,  also  studied  as¬ 
tronomy,  and  for  three  years  was  the  editor  of  the 
Baltimore  Almanac.  When  thirty-two  years  of  age 
he  began  teaching  as  his  profession.  For  his  first 
school  he  received  815  per  month,  and  for  eight  years 
he  followed  this  line  of  work  during  the  winter 
months,  being  employed  upon  a  farm  during  the 
summer.  In  1833  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Willits,  and  the  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  of  160  acres  which 
Mr.  Sharp  entered  in  the  heavy  beech  timber  land 
in  what  is  now  Morrow  County,  Ohio.  He  at  once 
began  to  clear  the  land,  and  built  a  log  cabin.  At 
that  time  the  bears  and  wolves  were  very  numerous 
in  that  neighborhood,  and  the  settlements  were  few 
and  far  between.  By  perseverance  and  hard  labor 
Mr.  Sharp  developed  a  fine  farm  from  the  heavy 
timber  land,  cheerfully  enduring  the  trials  and 
hardships  of  frontier  life,  until  at  length  his  labors 
were  rewarded.  While  living  in  that  county  four 
children  came  to  gladden  the  pioneer  home  by  their 
presence:  Townsend,  who  is  now  a  merchant  in 
Adair  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  now  deceased; 
Addison,  a  retired  farmer  of  Morrow  County, 
Ohio;  and  Tacy,  who  makes  her  home  in  Muscatine 
County.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
Morrow  County,  Ohio,  in  1841,  and  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Friends’  burving-ground  at  Weston, 
Ohio.  She  was  a  devoted  Christian  woman,  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  a  lady 
who  won  the  love  of  all. 

In  1842  Mr.  Sharp  was  again  married,  Esther 
Giddley,  widow  of  Henry  Osborne,  becoming  his 
wife.  One  son  was  born  of  this  union,  Hervey, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  They  re¬ 
sided  in  Morrow  County  until  1864,  when  the  farm 
was  sold  and  they  came  to  Muscatine  County, 
where  he  bought  an  improved  farm  of  200  acres  on 
section  13,  Bloomington  Township.  By  care  and 
cultivation  this  has  become  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  county,  and  pays  a  golden  tribute  to  the 
labor  bestowed  upon  it  by  its  owner.  Public 
spirited  and  progressive,  Mr.  Sharp  has  ever  taken 
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an  active  interest  in  the  building  up  of  church 
and  educational  institutions,  both  since  coming  to 
Iowa  and  also  while  a  resident  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  He  is  now  an  old  man,  having  lived  under 
every  administration  since  the  time  of  Washing¬ 
ton.  He  voted  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in 
1840,  being  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Whig  party, 
and  also  voted  for  Benjamin  Harrison,  the  illustri¬ 
ous  grandson  of  the  Tippecanoe  hero. 

When  the  slavery  question  was  a  topic  of  dis¬ 
cussion  throughout  the  land,  Mr.  Sharp  was  called 
an  Abolitionist,  when  it  was  dangerous  to  be  known 
by  that  term,  and  strongly  advocated  the  emanci¬ 
pation  of  the  race  in  bondage.  When  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  was  formed  and  in  its  platform  embodied 
his  views  of  the  question,  he  enlisted  in  its  ranks 
and  has  since  continued  to  fight  under  its  bannei. 
He  still  takes  great  interest  in  political  affairs,  and 
is  well  informed  on  all  the  leading  issues  of  the 
day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sharp  are  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  in  which  body  they  have  been  lifelong 
workers.  Their  Christian  lives,  their  kindliness, 
and  their  consideration  for  the  opinions  and  feel¬ 
ings  of  others,  have  won  them  the  love  of  both 
young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  and  the  sketch  of 
these  worthy  people  deserves  an  honored  place  in 
the  history  of  their  adopted  county. 

It  is  seldom  the  opportunity  is  afforded  of  giv¬ 
ing  the  portrait  of  one  who  has  lived  so  long  ovei 
the  usual  threescore  and  ten  years,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  the  readers  of  the  Album 
with  the  portrait  of  this  good  man,  who,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-three,  is  yet  hale  and  hearty. 

— - 

EORGE  F.  FUNCK,  who  resides  on  section 
(If  6,  Fruitland  Township,  was  born  in  Hesse- 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  May  5, 1824,  and  was 
the  youngest  in  a  family  of  four  children  boin  to 
Adam  and  Maggie  Funck,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Germany.  Adam  Funck  was  a  merchant  and 
starch  manufacturer  in  his  native  country,  and  was 
also  the  owner  of  a  farm.  In  1850  Mrs.  Maggie 
Funck  died  in  Germany,  and  in  1851  Adam  Funck 
came  to  America,  coming  directly  to  Muscatine, 


Iowa,  where  he  lived  a  retired  life.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  fall  of  185G. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
Germany.  In  1848  he  came  to  this  country,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Muscatine,  where  he  engaged  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  business,  in  connection  with  steamboat  sup¬ 
plies.  In  1851  he  returned  to  Germany,  where  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Hartmann, 
a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Adam  Hartmann.  Her  parents  died  in  Ger¬ 
many  years  ago.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Funck  came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  unto  them :  Henrietta,  who  resides 
at  home;  and  George  August,  who  died  in  1854,  at 
the  age  of  nine  months.  Mrs.  Funck  died  in  1855, 
after  an  illness  of  some  months. 

In  1857  Mr.  Funck  was  again  united  in  marriage, 
in  Bloomington  Township,  with  Rosa  Ann  Huber, 
a  native  of  Burlington,  Iowa, and  daughter  of  John 
and  Emma  C.(Hamilton)Huber,  the  former  anative 
of  Switzerland,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Their  wed¬ 
ding  occurred  on  the  28th  of  May,  1857.  Mrs. 
Funck’s  father  was  a  farmer  and  school  teacher.  In 
1835  he  moved  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  in  183G 
came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  purchased  land 
from  the  Government.  At  that  time  Muscatine  was 
called  Case’s  Landing.  He  improved  a  farm,  upon 
which  he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1861.  Mrs.  Funck’s  mother  died  when  she  was  an 
infant. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funck  settled 
in  Muscatine,  where  for  thirty-one  years  he  was  en- 
trao-ed  in  business.  In  1880  he  moved  to  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  and  where  he  owns  170  acres 
of  fine  arable  land,  well  improved,  with  two  good 
residences  and  a  good  barn,  all  of  which  he  erected 
within  four  years.  Mr.  Funck  is  engaged  in  gar¬ 
dening,  and  keeps  one  team  carrying  produce  from 
the  farm  to  Muscatine,  supplying  the  home  trade. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funck  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  To  them 
have  been  born  five  children :  Rose,  who  married 
Charles  Bold,  a  brewer,  of  Kansas  City ;  George  W., 
who  married  Gussie  Lang,  is  engaged  as  a  clerk  in 
a  lumber-yard  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Henry  W. 
married  Fannie  White,  and  now  resides  in  Musca-  i  > 
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tine  County ;  Kate  B.  has  successfully  engaged  in 

teaching,  and  is  at  present  in  Kansas  City  learning 
stenography ;  Cora  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Funck  has  one  sister,  Mrs.  Henry  Funck, 
who  resides  in  Muscatine.  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Jacob  Shafnitz,  died  about  1880,  in  Muscatine. 


ERMAN  J.  LAUDER,  a  leading  member  of 
the  Muscatine  County  bar,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  G.  and  Wealthy  H. 
(Fanning)  Lauder,  the  former  a  native  of  Mont¬ 
gomery  County,  born  in  1819,  the  latter  a  native 
of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1821.  They 
had  but  twochildren:  John,  a  graduate  of  the  med¬ 
ical  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  at 
Iowa  City,  now  engaged  in  practice  at  Afton, 
Iowa,  and  Herman,  of  this  sketch.  In  185G,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  family,  Mr.  Lauder  emigrated  to 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  locating  at  Winfield,  where 
he  engaged  in  blacksmithing.  He  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  was  always  well 
informed  on  all  public  issues,  both  State  and  Na¬ 
tional.  Prior  to  the  war  he  was  what  was  known 
as  an  Abolitionist,  but  always  afterward  sup¬ 
ported  the  Republican  party,  and  was  also  a  firm 
advocate  of  temperance  principles. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  liberal  edu¬ 
cation,  first  attending  the  Iowa  Wesleyan  University 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  after  which  he  became  a  student  of 
the  Simpson  Seminary,  of  Indianola,  being  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  the  class  of  ’72,  of  which 
Prof.  Ihomas  McFarland  was  also  a  member. 
Choosing  law  as  the  profession  which  he  wished  to 
follow,  he  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
Iowa  State  University,  being  graduated  in  the  class 
of  ’73,  and  the  following  year  located  at  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  he  has  practiced  his  profession  con¬ 
tinuously  since.  He  has  gained  a  reputation  that 
many  an  older  practitioner  might  well  envy,  and 
holds  a  prominent  place  in  the  Muscatine  County 
bar.  During  the  autumn  of  1886  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Muscatine 
County,  and  re-elected  in  1888,  discharging  his 
duties  in  an  able  and  prompt  manner.  He  has  also 
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held  the  office  of  Alderman  for  three  terms.  In 
his  political  sentiments  he  has  always  been  a  sup- 
porter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  a  strong  advo¬ 
cate  of  the  principles  as  taught  by  its  prominent 
leaders. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1874,  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  Mr.  Lauder  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Laura  M.  Cleaver,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  T.  Cleaver, 
who  was  a  prominent  physician  of  Keokuk  for 
many  years.  When  the  Doctor  first  came  to  this 
State  he  located  in  Louisa  County,  where  he  was 
honored  by  being  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  By 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lauder  three  children 
were  born,  but  only  one  is  now  living,  Frank  E. 

Our  subject  has  always  taken  the  warmest  inter¬ 
est  in  educational  matters,  which  have  received 
from  him  a  hearty  and  liberal  support.  He  is 
prominent  in  the  promotion  of  any  enterprise  for 
the  public  welfare,  and  as  a  business  man  possesses 
the  entire  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides.  Genial,  warm-hearted  and  an  entertaining 
conversationalist,  he  is  a  favorite  in  the  social 
world,  and  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances  is  held  in  high  regard. 


J.  AL  TEKRUSE,  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  young  farmers  residing  on 


section  3,  Seventy-Six  Township,  was  born 
l<tJ)on  the  farm  which  still  continues  to  be  his 
home,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  June  1,  1848. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  his  education  was 
received  in  the  district  schools,  his  attendance  at 
the  same  being  alternated  with  farm  work  during 
the  summer  months.  He  aided  his  father  until 
reaching  his  majority,  when  he  rented  part  of  the 
old  homestead  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  purchased  a  farm  for  himself,  consistin'^  of 
150  acres  on  section  3,  and  thirty  acres  on  section 
6,  of  Seven tjT-Six  Township. 

In  1876  our  subject  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds 
of  matrimony  with  Alice  M.  White,  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Eliza  (Hankins)  White,  who  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  six  yet  living,  namely: 
Benjamin  C.,  a  merchant  residing  in  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.;  Charles,  whose  home  is  in  Muscatine;  Jane, 
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wife  of  Presley  Bishop,  who  is  engaged  in  fanning 
in  Nebraska;  Anderson,  a  resident  farmer  of  this 
county;  Alice  M.,  the  honored  wife  of  our  subject; 
and  Rosella,  who  makes  her  home  with  her  mother 
in  Nebraska,  lly  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alte- 
kruse  an  interesting  family  of  five  children  have 
been  born:  Rosella  May,  born  May  22,  1877;  May 
A..  Sept.  20,  1878;  Ida  0.,  Aug.  17,  1880;  Sam¬ 
uel  C.,  July  13,  1882; and  Clark  C„  July  14,  1884. 

Mr.  Altekruse  carries  on  general  farming,  and 
also  raises  considerable  stock,  all  of  the  best  grades. 
He  sells  about  eighteen  or  twenty  head  of  cattle 
annually,  and  also  a  number  of  head  of  horses,  but 
he  makes  a  specialty  of  raising  Poland-China  hogs, 
annually  selling  from  sixty  to  100  head.  lie  is  one 
of  the  self-made  men  of  the  county,  his  success 
being  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts  of  industry 
and  perseverance.  lie  began  life  in  limited  circum¬ 
stances,  but  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
of  the  community.  Politically,  he  advocates  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  while  relig¬ 
iously,  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


C.  WAGNER,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
13,  Montpelier  Township,  and  the  owner  of 
280  acres  of  land,  was  born  June  17,  1832, 
(^)  in  Holstein,  Germany,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Lena  Wagner,  who  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living:  II.  C., 
of  this  sketch,  and  Debrick.  When  a  young  man 
our  subject  bade  good-by  to  his  friends  and  native 
land,  and  in  June,  1857,  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
to  America,  landing  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
He  had  no  friends  in  this  country  to  assist  him  in 
getting  employment,  but  after  considerable  search 
he  engaged  with  a  farmer  by  the  month,  receiving 
only  $16  a  month.  After  working  two  months  he 
was  taken  sick,  and  did  not  sufficiently  regain  his 
health  that  season  so  that  he  might  go  to  work 
again.  In  the  fall  of  1858  he  secured  employment 
with  a  man  by  the  name  of  James  Robinson,  with 
whom  he  worked  for  four  years,  when  he  was 
employed  on  the  farm  of  Mary  Delaney  for  two 
years.  In  1864  he  became  a  resident  of  Scott 
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County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
four  years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Muscatine 
County,  locating  on  section  13,  Montpelier  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  He 
is  now  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais¬ 
ing,  and  is  the  owner  of  280  acres  of  land,  which  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  comprises 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  everything 
about  the  place  denoting  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  the  owner. 

On  the  19tli  day  of  November,  1863.  Mr.  Wagner 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Hannah  Delaney,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Nugent)  Delaney. 
She  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  liv¬ 
ing:  John,  a  resident  of  Nebraska,  married  Eliza 
Bacon,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living;  and  Sarah,  widow  of  George 
Ringlesby,  who  died  in  1888,  resides  in  Nebraska. 

Two  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wagner:  John  Leslie,  born  May  5,  186/;  and 
Willie,  born  April  19,  1872;  and  two  were  still¬ 
born.  Politically.  Mr.  Wagner  has  always  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
been  honored  by  several  local  offices  of  trust.  He 
served  as  Trustee  for  one  year,  and  for  seven  years 
was  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  during  which 
time  he  labored  faithfully  to  advance  the  cause  of 
education.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the 
county.  He  had  no  capital  with  which  to  begin 
life,  but  that  perseverance  which  characterizes  all 
his  actions,  combined  with  industry  and  economy, 
has  gained  for  him  a  comfortable  competence, 
until  he  can  now  pass  the  declining  years  of  his 
life  in  peace,  resting  after  his  arduous  labors  of 
former  years. 


HARLES  L.  HETZEL,  of  the  firm  of  Het- 
zel  &  Highley,  grain  dealers  of  Stockton, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Wheeling,  W.  ^  a.,  Nov. 
27,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Regina 
(Bay ha)  Hetzel,  who  were  both  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father,  who  was  born  in  the  month  of  August, 
1803,  had  a  passion  for  music,  and  in  his  younger 
days  was  a  celebrated  musician.  His  death  occurred 


ill  the  month  of  June,  1885.  Mrs.  Hetzel  was 
horn  in  1810,  and  is  now  living  in  Scott  County, 
Iowa,  on  the  old  homestead.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  thirteen  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Those  living  are:  Rosa,  who  yet  resides 
with  her  mother;  Charles  L.,  of  this  sketch;  John, 
a  resident  of  Avoca,  Iowa;  Mary,  wife  of  Frank 
Haller,  who  is  living  in  Durant,  Iowa;  George,  who 
resides  in  Grand  Island,  Neb. ;  Fred  makes  his  home 
in  Avoca;  Wilhelmina,  Anna,  Henry  and  Jennie 
are  all  at  home.  In  1850  Mr.  Hetzel  removed  to 
Scott  County,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death,  and  there  the  family  yet  make  their  home. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  assisted 
in  the  cultivation  of  his  father’s  land  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  left  the  parental 
roof  and  made  a  trip  to  Pike’s  Peak,  Colo.,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years.  For  a  time,  he  there  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining,  afterward  following  the  butcher¬ 
ing  business,  and  also  operated  a  quartz  mill.  Re¬ 
turning  to  his  home,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm  for  six  years,  during  which  time 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Meta  llohlfs, 
their  wedding  being  celebrated  April  14,  1861. 
Two  children  graced  their  union,  but  one  died  in 
infancy,  while  Cora,  the  other  child,  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  maternal  grandfather  in  Davenport, 
Iowa.  The  mother  departed  this  life  Feb.  14, 1870, 
on  the  day  on  which  she  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age.  Her  parents  were  M.  J.  and  Eliza  (Rhode) 
Rohlfs,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  five 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  August,  Theodore,  Emma, 
Ernie!  and  Rudolph. 

Six  years  passed  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
when  Mr.  Hetzel  was  again  married,  becoming  the 
husband  of  Anna  Albrecht,  May  29,  1876.  The 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Paul  and  Louisa  (Newfield) 
Albrecht,  and  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  she  was  the  eldest:  Louisa,  the  second  child, 
is  the  wife  of  Hugo  Lambach,  a  resident  of  Le 
Clair,  Iowa;  Caroline,  a  resident  of  Port  Bryon, 
Ill.;  Charles,  a  commercial  traveler;  Pauline,  yet 
at  home;  Bertha,  a  book-keeper  of  Sioux  City, 
Iowa;  Matilda,  wife  of  George  Hutchinson,  of  Mo¬ 
line,  Ill.;  Emelia  and  Emma,  who  are  both  at 
home. 

By  the  union  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hetzel  two  chil¬ 


dren  have  been  born:  William,  born  April  14, 
1877;  and  Emma,  Sept.  25,  1878.  After  his 
second  marriage  Mr.  Hetzel  removed  to  Fulton, 
now  the  village  of  Stockton,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  stock  and  grain  business  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Frank  Haller.  Buying  out  a  stock 
company,  they  built  an  elevator,  and  continued  in 
business  together  for  several  years,  when  Henry 
Ilighley  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Haller,  since 
which  time  the  firm  has  been  known  as  Hetzel  & 
Ilighley.  By  fair  dealing  and  careful  attention  to 
business  they  have  built  up  an  extensive  trade,  and 
are  well  deserving  of  a  liberal  share  of  the  public 
patronage.  Socially,  Mr.  Hetzel  is  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to  Scott  Lodge  No.  37,  of 
Davenport,  Iowa.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  for  several  years  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Stockton. 


AO  0 


FIARLES  F.  WABNITZ,  a  representative 
farmer  residing  in  Seventy-Six  Township,  in 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Ham¬ 
ilton  County,  Ohio,  in  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Elizabeth  (Weik)  Wabnitz,  who  were  natives 
of  Baden,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
1842,  settling  first  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming.  He  pur¬ 
chased  an  improved  farm,  and  also  some  timber 
land,  upon  which  he  resided  for  about  ten  years, 
when,  in  1852,  he  came  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa. 
Purchasing  a  farm  of  120  acres  of  improved  land 
in  Port  Louisa  Township,  he  still  continues  to  make 
it  his  home,  though  has  added  to  the  original  pur¬ 
chase  until  the  farm  is  now  320  acres  in  extent. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  his 
primary  education  was  received  in  the  district 
schools  of  Ohio  and  Iowa,  being  supplemented  by 
a  course  at  the  schools  at  Plainfield,  Ill.  After 
completing  his  education  he  returned  to  Louisa 
County,  where  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1868,  in  Grand  View  Township,  his  marriage 
with  Mary  Ann  Wagner,  daughter  of  P.  C.  and 
Catherine  (Stroll)  Wagner,  was  celebrated.  Her 
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parents  came  to  Louisa  County  in  1854,  settling  on 
a  farm  near  the  village  of  Grand  View,  where  they 
yet  reside.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wabnitz  have  been 
born  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Lavina  Agnes,  Lula  Lizzie,  William  W.,  Kittie 
Bell,  Alpha  Amelia,  Edith  May  and  Bessie  Pearl. 
Newton  N.,  the  third  child,  died  Sept.  21,  1881,  at 
the  age  of  six  years  and  ten  months. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wabnitz  began  farming 
upon  the  old  homestead  in  Port  Louisa  Township, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  and  then  purchased  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Grand  View,  which  he  im¬ 
proved  and  made  his  home  for  ten  years,  but  in 
1881  traded  it  for  his  present  farm,  consisting  of 
eighty  acres  in  Louisa  County,  and  270  acres  in 
Muscatine  County,  all  line  arable  land,  highly  cul¬ 
tivated,  and  with  good  improvements.  He  is  also 
the  owner  of  430  acres  of  grass  land  situated  on 
the  island  in  Port  Louisa  Township.  His  home 
farm  is  well  stocked  with  a  good  grade  of  Holstein 
cattle.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  was  a  member  of  the  Grange, 
and  is  one  of  the  stockholders  in  the  Co-operative 
Store  at  Letts.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  holds 
the  office  of  Trustee,  and  are  universally  respected 
in  the  community  where  they  reside. 

^  -<5?^ 

<if^)RNEST  H.  LIEBBE,  one  of  the  early  set- 
l^)  tiers  of  this  county,  residing  on  section  22, 
/i* — ■&>  Bloomington  Township,  was  born  near  Han¬ 
over,  Germany,  Jan.  18,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Her¬ 
man  and  Adelhite  Liebbe,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Germany.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he 
was  quite  young,  leaving  two  children — Ernest,  and 
Henry  F.,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Des 
Moines,  and  is  an  architect  in  the  employ  of  Fos¬ 
ter  &  Co.,  of  that  city.  Mr.  Liebbe  was  married 
the  second  time,  and  by  that  union  had  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Christie,  Harry;  Johnnie,  who  died  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1888,  aged  eleven  yeai’S  and  six  months, 
and  Emma,  wife  of  Mr.  Bierman,  an  engineer  at 
the  Hershev  mill.  In  1857,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  Mr,  Liebbe  emigrated  to  America,  embark¬ 


ing  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  fair  voyage  of 
eight  weeks  landed  at  New  Orleans.  He  there  took 
a  steamer  up  the  river  to  Muscatine,  the  journey 
continuing  for  two  weeks,  after  which  he  engaged 
at  work  in  a  sawmill,  and  has  followed  that  occu¬ 
pation  continuously  since. 

When  twelve  years  of  age  our  subject  came  with 
his  father  to  Muscatine.  His  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  partly  in  Germany  and  partly  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  began 
work  in  a  sawmill,  which  he  followed  for  fourteen 
years.  He  also  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper, 
which  occupation  he  followed  in  Muscatine  and 
Cedar  Rapids,  making  his  home  in  the  former  city 
until  1876;  he  then  purchased  forty  acres  of  land, 
his  present  home  farm.  Upon  it  he  has  made  many 
improvements,  and  raises  small  fruit  as  his  special 
line  of  work,  as  the  soil  is  peculiarly  adapted  to 
that  end.  He  has  set  out  raspberries,  blackberries, 
and  various  other  kinds  of  small  fruit,  which  he 
sells  in  the  Muscatine  market.  In  connection  with 
that  he  has  a  fine  grade  of  Jersey  cows,  and  sup¬ 
plies  the  market  with  butter,  having  several  cus¬ 
tomers  whom  he  supplies  yearly. 

In  1867,  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  Mr.  Liebbe  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Catherine  Snyder,  a  native 
of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Barbara  (Sniveley)  Snyder,  who  were  also  born  in 
that  State.  Her  parents  came  West  at  an  early  day, 
settling  in  Muscatine  County,  where  they  are  num¬ 
bered  among  the  pioneers.  The  death  of  the  mother 
occurred  in  1862,  and  the  father  departed  this  life 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Two  chil¬ 
dren  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liebbe, 
Jacob  and  Henry,  who  are  now  attending  school. 

Miss  Lizzie  Liebbe,  a  cousin  of  our  subject,  also 
makes  her  home  with  him.  Both  parents  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  Muscatine,  and 
are  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community  where 
they  reside.  Mr.  Liebbe  casts  his  ballot  with  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  never  taken  any  active 
part  in  political  affairs,  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  home  and  his  busi¬ 
ness  interests.  Since  he  was  twelve  }rears  of  age 
he  has  spent  his  life  in  Muscatine  Count}',  where 
he  has  witnessed  many  great  changes.  He  has  seen 
the  little  village  of  Bloomington  transformed  into  '  1 
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the  prosperous  city  of  Muscatine,  has  seen  the  wild 
and  unsettled  prairies  developed  into  beautiful 
homes  and  farms,  and  in  all  the  work  of  advance¬ 
ment  and  improvement  has  cheerfully  borne  his 
part. 


D.  WILLIAMS,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Musea- 
i  tine  County,  of  1842,  residing  on  section  12, 
Cedar  Township,  is  a  native  of  Union  County, 
Ind.,born  Feb.  16,  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  An¬ 
thony  and  Eleanore  (Fourdice)  Williams.  His  par¬ 
ents  had  a  family  of  twelve  children:  William  and 
Jane,  who  are  both  deceased ;  Hepzibah,  widow  of 
Lot  Duvall;  Samuel,  Joshua,  James  and  Aaron,  de¬ 
ceased;  J.  D.,  of  this  sketch;  John,  a  resident  of 
Logansport,  Ind. ;  B.  F.  is  also  living  in  Indiana; 
David,  deceased ;  and  Eliza,  wife  of  William  Cun¬ 
ningham,  of  Miami  County,  Ind.  The  death  of 
Mr.  Williams  occurred  at  his  home  in  Indiana,  in 
1846,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  and  his  wife 
departed  this  life  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  Leaving  his  native  State,  he  then 
made  a  trip  through  Illinois  and  Iowa,  in  1842  and 
1843,  and  in  the  latter  State  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Cedar  Township,  Muscatine  County. 
Returning  to  his  home  he  then  took  charge  of  a 
pottery,  which  had  been  left  to  his  sister  by  her 
husband,  Mr.  Duvall,  who  had  died,  and  remained 
in  charge  for  eight  years,  after  which  he  entered 
the  mercantile  business,  continuing  in  that  line  for 
five  years,  when  he  sold  out,  and  in  1850  again 
emigrated  to  Iowa.  Purchasing  forty  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  tract  to  which  he  had  become  an 
owner  when  making  his  trip  in  1842,  he  embarked 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  has  carried  on  general 
farming  continuously  since.  Many  improvements  he 
has  made  upon  the  farm,  and  his  land  is  now  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1864  he  made  a 
trip  to  Montana,  where  he  remained  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year,  returning  to  his  home  Dec.  14,  1865, 
when  he  again  resumed  farming.  In  1888  he  suf- 
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fered  loss  by  fire,  his  residence  burning  to  the 
ground  on  the  17th  of  May. 

Mr.  Williams  was  united  in  marriage  in  Indiana, 
Oct.  28,  1852,  with  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Burges,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Adda  Eliza  (Johnson) 
Burges,  who  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Lucy 
Ann,  born  in  1835,  and  Caroline  A.,  born  in  1837. 
The  latter  became  the  wife  of  John  Wilson.  Their 
maternal  grandfather  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of 
1812.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams 
eleven  children  have  been  born:  Mary  E.,  born 
Aug.  13,  1853,  wedded  David  E.  Kerr,  who  died 
May  24,  1877,  after  which  she  became  the  wife  of 
Isaac  Shellabarger,  a  resident  of  Letts,  Louisa 
County,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living,  and  one  of  that  number  being 
by  her  second  husband ;  Florence  E.,  born  Oct.  3, 
1855,  died  Nov.  29,  1870;  John  F.,  born  Oct.  28, 
1857,  is  now  living  in  Muscatine  County;  Samuel 
E.,  born  Feb.  19,  1860,  is  a  resident  of  White  Sul¬ 
phur  Springs,  Mont.;  Kate  M.,  wife  of  George 
Hawkins,  was  born  June  9,  1862,  and  is  living  in 
Muscatine  County,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Isaac  Franklin,  born  March  3,  1887;  Ida  May,  born 
May  19,  1864,  and  Jessie  F.,  born  Sept.  16,  1866, 
were  playing  in  a  granary  when  it  caught  fire  and 
they  were  burned  to  death,  this  sad  event  occurring 
July  13,  1874;  Edith  A.,  born  June  17,  1868,  is 
a  teacher  in  Muscatine  County;  Della  J.,  born 
April  17,  1871,  is  engaged  in  dressmaking  in  Mus¬ 
catine;  Ina  E.,  born  Dec.  27,  1875,  and  Monroe 
E.,  Sept.  2,  1882,  are  both  at  home.  Socially, 
Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  two  fraternities,  the 
Masonic  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  while  politically,  he 
is  a  Republican.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Gl  W.  WEBSTER  resides  on  section  25,  Fruit- 
■j  land  Township.  He  was  born  in  Fayette 
j  County,  Ohio,  in  1833,  and  was  the  eldest 
in  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  David  and 
Susan  (Holland)  Webster,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Ohio.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupa¬ 
tion,  emigrated  to  Louisia  County,  Iowa,  at  a 
very  early  day,  settling  near  Wapello,  where  he  en- 
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tered  fortj’  acres  of  land,  which  lie  improved, 
after  which  he  added  forty  acres  more.  His 
death  occurred  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  fort}’  years. 
He  was  not  very  active  in  politics,  but  was  very 
active  in  church  matters.  Methodism  in  that 
locality  had  its  birth  in  his  log  cabin.  He  was  the 
first  Class-Leader,  and  occupied  that  position  for 
many  years.  He  also  served  as  Steward  and 
Trustee  for  some  years.  His  excellent  wife  still 
survives  him,  and  now  resides  with  a  son  in 
Morning  Sun,  Iowa. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject  had 
the  main  charge  of  the  farm.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  district  schools,  and  had  to  work  hard 
from  youth.  He  was  married,  in  Louisa  County, 
Nov.  8,  1855,  to  Sarah  Beir,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  Hem\y  and  Elizabeth  (McCormick) 
Beir,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  moved  to  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  at  an  early  day,  took  up  land  from 
the  Government,  which  he  improved,  and  to  which 
he  added  other  lands,  and  now  owns  a  fine  farm 
in  Wapello  Township.  Her  mother  died  in  Feb¬ 


ruary,  1868. 


After  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  settled  in 
Wapello  Township,  where  they  resided  until  1867, 
when  they  moved  to  Muscatine  County,  Mr.  Web¬ 
ster  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  partly  improved 
land,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  ten  acres. 
He  afterward  sold  that  land  to  his  son,  and  in  1877 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  improved  land  where  he 
now  resides.  His  business  is  that  of  gardening,  the 
raising  of  melons  and  sweet  potatoes  being  his 
specialty,  though  he  raises  considerable  fruit. 

In  politics  Mr.  Webster  is  a  Republican,  though 
not  a  partisan.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Island 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  his 
wife  is  also  a  member.  To  the  building  of  that 
church  he  contributed  liberally,  and  has  been 
Trustee  and  Steward  many  years,  holding  the  lat¬ 
ter  position  at  the  present  time. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  have  been  born  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living — David  D., 
William  and  Leonard.  Arabel  and  Annabel,  twins, 
died  at  the  ages  of  three  and  five  years  respectively  ; 
Henry  B.  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  David 
D.,  who  is  married,  resides  in  the  village  of  Fruit- 


land,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business,  and  is  the 
present  Postmaster;  William,  who  is  also  married, 
resides  on  the  island ;  Leonard  is  at  home. 

Of  the  members  of  his  father’s  family,  Eliza 
Jane,  now  Mrs.  Frizzell,  resides  near  Wapello; 
Diana,  now  Mrs.  Iligbee,  resides  in  Morning  Sun; 
William,  who  is  married,  resides  in  Elm  Grove 
Township,  Louisa  County;  Eli,  who  is  married,  re¬ 
sides  in  Morning  Sun  Township,  Louisa  County; 
J.  L.  died  in  August,  1887,  leaving  a  widow,  who 
resides  in  Kansas;  Permelia,  now  Mrs.  Augustine, 
resides  in  Nebraska. 


&  WILLIAM  WALLACE  DOLSEN,  deceased, 
was  b°rn  *n  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
year  1813.  In  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  county  he  received  a  liberal  education,  and 
there  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Dolsen,  and  three  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  their  union,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter:  James  F.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Jop¬ 
lin,  Mo. ;  Theophilus,  who  is  located  at  Gibbon, 
Neb.,  and  Susan,  wife  of  A.  Richman,  a  leading 
citizen  of  Muscatine  County.  In  1837  Mr.  Dol¬ 
sen  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  what  was  then 
considered  the  Far  West,  and  emigrated  to  Schuy¬ 
ler  County,  111.,  where  for  fourteen  years  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside.  In  1851,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  he  continued  his  journey  westward  and 
located  in  Muscatine  County,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1867. 
Honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  he  won 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  in  what¬ 
ever  community  he  resided,  and  was  a  prominent 
and  influential  citizen.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  and  aided  largely 
in  its  growth  and  prosperity. 

In  1843,  while  a  resident  of  Schuyler  County, 
Ill.,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Dolsen  occurred,  and  he  was 
again  married,  becoming  the  husband  of  Latitia 
A.  Briscow,  and  two  children  graced  their  union: 
George  W.,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  Re¬ 


bellion,  enlisting  in  the  8th  Iowa  Cavalry,  was 


taken  prisoner  and  confined  in  Andersonville  Prison 
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for  eight  months,  suffering  all  the  hardships  and 
cruelties  that  his  inhuman  keepers  could  invent; 
he  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
Phoebe  J.,  the  other  child,  is  the  wife  of  John  R. 
Umstead,  of  Knoxville,  Marion  Co.,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Dolsen  is  still  living,  and  resides  at  Rushville,  Ill. 


OHN  FREDERICK  WALTER,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  this  county,  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  the  city''  of  Muscatine,  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1813.  When  only  about  two  years  and  a 
half  old,  his  parents  died,  and  he  was  taken  to  live 
with  the  family  of  a  farmer.  His  early  education 
was  sadly  neglected,  but  by  subsequent  study  and 
observation  in  later  life,  he  has  secured  a  fund  of 
information  which  largely  atones  for  the  want  of 
early  educational  advantages,  which,  unlike  most 
other  boys,  he  was  unable  to  obtain.  In  1843  he 
resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  and 
emigrated  to  America,  embarking  on  a  sailing-ves¬ 
sel,  in  which  it  required  sixty  days  to  make  the  voy¬ 
age.  Landing  in  New  York,  he  then  went  by  canal 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  lie  remained  a  short  time, 
working  for  $7  per  month.  Going  to  St.  Louis, 
he  worked  at  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  which  he  had 
learned  in  his  native  land,  and  subsequently  re¬ 
moved  to  Fayette,  Howard  Co.,  Mo.,  where  he  took 

* 

out  naturalization  papers  and  became  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  Going  next  to  New  Orleans,  he 
remained  there  for  some  time,  and  then  removed  to 
Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  became  acquainted  with 
the  lady  who  afterward  became  his  wife,  Charlotte 
Leiber,  a  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Philipoena  Lei- 
ber,  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1832,  locating 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  the  death  of  both  parents 
occurred.  In  her  father’s  family  were  fourteen 
children,  of  which  number  live  are  yet  living:  John 
P.,  who  resides  in  Louisville;  Catherine,  wife  of 
Henry  Hilt,  also  of  that  city;  Henry,  who  is  living 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  William,  who,  when  last  heard 
of,  was  living  in  Jeffersonville,  Ind.;  and  Char¬ 
lotte.  On  the  26th  of  January,  1846,  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Mr.  Walter  and  Charlotte  Leiber,  who  was 
born  May  26,  1826,  were  united  in  marriage,  and 


then  went  to  Mississippi,  afterward  removing  to 
Howard  Count}',  Mo. 

Mr.  Walter  was  one  of  the  first  to  cross  the  plains 
to  California  with  an  ox-team  when  the  news  of  the 
discovery  of  gold  reached  the  States,  starting  on 
the  8th  of  April,  1849.  tie  remained  on  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Slope  a  year  engaged  in  mining,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  by  water,  paying  $300  to  make  the  trip  from 
San  Francisco  to  Panama.  He  joined  his  wife  in 
Louisville,  and  there  followed  the  shoemaker’s  trade, 
which  he  carried  on  until  May,  1856,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  built  a  soap  fac¬ 
tory,  which  he  operated  for  twenty-three  years, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life.  Though  in  lim¬ 
ited  circumstances  in  early  life,  by  energy  and  in¬ 
dustry,  he  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  property, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Muscatine.  Politically,  lie  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Hawkeye  Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Muscatine,  having  first  become  a  member  of  the 
order  at  Fayette,  Howard  Co,,  Mo.,  over  forty 
years  ago. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Caroline,  born  in  Fayette,  Howard  Co.,  Mo., 
May  5,  1847,  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  G.  Gunzen- 
Iiauser,  of  Muscatine;  and  Orlando,  who  was  born 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Nov.  8,  1852,  is  now  a  resident 
of  Omaha,  Neb.  This  family  holds  a  high  social 
position  in  the  community,  and  its  members  are 
ranked  with  Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens. 

As  representatives  of  that  large  class  of  German- 
American  citizens,  who,  leaving  the  Old  World  for 
the  New,  have  succeeded  well  in  life,  and  are  hon¬ 
ored  by  all,  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  por¬ 
traits  of  this  worthy  couple  on  another  page. 


ON.  JOHN  MAIIIN,  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  this  county,  and  editor  of  the 
Muscatine  Journal ,  was  born  in  Noblesville, 
■y  Ind.,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1833,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Malnn.  At  an  early 
age  he  entered  a  printing-office,  having  had  from 
his  earliest  childhood  a  strong  desire  to  learn  the 
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art  of  printing.  In  1847  he  came  with  the  family 
to  Bloomington,  now  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  the  Herald  office,  since 
known  as  the  Muscatine  Journal.  There  he  re¬ 
mained  for  five  years,  a  diligent  and  industrious 
journeyman,  who  spent  his  leisure  time  in  the  study 
of  books  and  men,  observing  the  character  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  the  latter,  and  gaining  a  fund  of  informa¬ 
tion  which  has  proved  of  infinite  value  to -him  in 
latter  life.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  he  com¬ 
menced  publishing  and  editing  the  Muscatine  Jour¬ 
nal  on  his  own  account,  aided  in  the  outside  work 
by  his  father,  and  for  two  years  continued  this 
line  of  work  with  satisfactory  pecuniary  results, 
having  succeeded  when  others  failed.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  sold  his  interest  with  the  intention 
of  pursuing  a  classical  course  of  study,  and  with 
this  end  in  view  entered  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  but  was  obliged  to 
abandon  this  cherished  scheme  after  a  few  months, 
on  account  of  a  serious  attack  of  illness,  which  for 
a  time  threatened  his  life.  In  1856  he  repur¬ 
chased  his  interest  in  the  Muscatine  Journal ,  and 
resumed  editorial  control  of  the  paper,  which  he 
has  since  retained,  having  been  longer  connected 
with  the  Iowa  press  than  any  man  thus  far  asso¬ 
ciated  with  it. 

In  the  month  of  April,  1861,  Mr.  Mahin  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Muscatine  by  President 
Lincoln,  retaining  the  position  for  eight  years,  and 
in  October,  1869,  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  Iowa  for  a  period  of  two  years, 
serving  with  distinction.  In  June,  1873,  he  wras 
re-appointed  Postmaster,  and  held  the  office  until 
1878.  During  the  war  he  was  one  of  the  most  vig¬ 
orous  defenders  of  the  administration,  throwing  his 

o 

whole  power  into  the  Union  cause,  and  being  in¬ 
strumental  in  raising  a  large  number  of  volunteers, 
lie  was  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Soldiers’ 
Monument  Association  of  Muscatine  County,  which 
erected  the  beautiful  shaft  to  the  memory  of  the 
heroes  who  fell  in  the  cause  of  the  Union  and  free¬ 
dom  upon  Southern  battle-fields,  and  which  now 
ornaments  the  court-house  square  of  Muscatine. 
He  was  also  actively  interested  and  largely  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  organizing  of  the  Muscatine  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  an  organization  which  ac- 
■  - 


complished  untold  good  in  providing  homes  for  the 
mechanics  and  laboring  men  of  his  city.  He  has 
also  been  President  of  the  Iowa  Press  Association, 
an  organization  which  has  existed  for  many  years. 
He  has  also  been  a  member  and  promoter  of  the 
several  temperance  organizations  of  the  city  and 
county,  and  is  among  the  foremost  in  every  good 
work,  whether  charitable,  benevolent  or  reforma¬ 
tory,  undertaken  in  the  neighborhood.  He  has 
been  a  Methodist  since  his  eighteenth  year,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  active  and  prominent  members  of 
the  church,  and  has  served  twice  as  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  1859,  at  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Mahin  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ann 
Herr,  who  died  March  12,  1862.  On  the  20th  of 
September,  1 864,  he  was  again  married,  becoming 
the  husband  of  Miss  Ann  Lee,  of  Johnson  County, 
Iowa,  and  by  their  union  five  children  have  been 
born:  Ella  Cassie,  who  died  in  1870;  and  J.  Lee, 
Mabel,  Florence  and  Harold,  yet  at  home. 


II.  McC’AMPBELL,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Muscatine  County,  and  one  of  its  pioneer 
settlers,  residing  on  section  22,  Blooming¬ 
ton  Township,  was  born  in  Shelby^  County, 
Ky.,  in  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Til- 
ford)  McCampbell,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia, 
and  was  born  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  They 
emigrated  to  Kentucky  at  an  early  day,  making  the 
journey  over  the  mountains  on  pack  horses,  and  in 
1830  removed  to  Indiana,  settling  in  Parke  County, 
where  they  were  among  the  pioneers.  Both  par¬ 
ents  died  many  years  ago,  the  mother  departing 
this  life  at  the  advanced  age  of  eight3'-seven.  They 
had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  youngest,  but  only  two  others  are  now  liv¬ 
ing:  Mrs.  .Spangler,  widow  of  Charles  Spangler,  who 
was  a  resident  of  this  county  for  thirty-two  years, 
resides  with  her  brother;  and  Mrs.  Norris,  wife  of 
John  Norris,  resides  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  her 
husband  is  engaged  in  business. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  received  a  liberal  education  at  the  academy  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.  After  completing  his 
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education  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Indiana 
during  the  winter  term,  alternating  that  employ¬ 
ment  with  farm  labor  during  the  summer  months. 
In  1851,  in  Indiana,  he  wedded  Elvina  Allen,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Kentucky,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Margaret  (Yonel)  Allen,  who  were  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  but  who  emigrated  to  Indiana  in  1880.  Both 
parents  died  several  years  ago.  By  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCampbell  six  children  were  born, 
four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Charles  is  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Ida  Bartlett,  and  resides  in  Muscatine, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  business;  Will¬ 
iam  wedded  Jessie  Kessinger,  and  is  a  book-keeper 
in  Muscatine;  Ella  and  John  are  both  at  home. 
James  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  1864; 
and  Maggie  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  McCampbell  settled  in 
Indiana,  where  he  resided  until  1856,  when  he 
severed  kindred  ties  and  came  directly  to  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Blooming¬ 
ton  Township,  where  he  purchased  160  acres  of 
unimproved  land,  and  immediately  began  its  cul¬ 
tivation.  He  remained  upon  the  farm  until  the 
second  year  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  enlisted  at 
Muscatine  in  August,  1862,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  B,  of  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry.  He  en¬ 
listed  for  a  term  of  three  j-ears,  but  after  serving 
two  jrears  on  detached  service,  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  ill-health  in  1864.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Vicksburg,  Haines’  Bluff,  Milliken’s 
Bend,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  then  returned  to 
Iowa. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  McCampbell  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  city  schools  of  Muscatine  until  1866, 
when  he  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools  on  the  Republican  ticket.  In  1868  a  law 
was  enacted  creating  the  office  of  County  Auditor, 
to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  entering  upon  his  duties  in  January, 
1869.  After  serving  one  year  he  was  elected  to 
the  office,  and  re-elected  each  succeeding  election 
for  seven  times,  filling  that  position  in  all  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Mr.  McCampbell  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  is  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  its  interests.  During  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  1840,  when  Gen.  W.  H.  Harrison  was  can-  | 
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didate  for  President,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Glee 
Club.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Muscatine  Lodge 
No.  99,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  religiously,  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  the  month  of  April,  1887,  he  removed  to  his 
present  home  in  Bloomington  Township,  where  he 
carries  on  general  farming.  For  almost  a  third  of 
a  century  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Muscatine 
County,  has  aided  largely  in  her  growth  and  pros¬ 
perity,  faithfully  served  her  interests  eighteen  years 
in  official  positions,  and  is  one  of  her  prominent 
and  influential  citizens. 


ERMAN  R.  BIERMAN,  proprietor  of  the 
)[());  Jersey  Dairy,  and  a  resident  on  section  13, 
Bloomington  Township,  was  born  in  Ilan- 
((|||  over,  Germany,  in  1849,  and  was  the  third 
in  a  family  of  four  children.  His  parents  were  Chris 
and  Regina  Bierman,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Hanover,  and  who,  accompanied  by  their  children, 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  1858,  locating  in  Mus¬ 
catine,  where  the  father  was  employed  in  a  mill 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one  years.  His  wife  still  survives  him, 
and  resides  in  Muscatine,  where  three  sons  of  the 
family,  Chris,  Henry  and  August,  all  married,  are 


living. 

When  only  nine  years  of  age  Herman  left 
his  native  land  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Mus¬ 
catine.  He  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
graded  schools  of  the  city,  and  afterward  learned 
the  blacksmith’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  four 
years.  In  1871  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Anna  Ilinckle,  a  native  of  Muscatine,  where  their 
union  was  celebrated,  and  a  daughter  of  Constan¬ 
tine  and  Elizabeth  Ilinckle.  Her  parents  were  born 
in  Germany,  but  emigrated  to  America,  locating 
first  in  Ohio,  and  from  there  coming  to  Iowa, 
where  they  still  make  their  home  in  Muscatine 
County,  the  father  working  at  his  trade  of  cabinet¬ 
making.  Three  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bierman  :  Eddie,  Charley  and  Gertie,  who 
are  all  at  home  attending  school  in  the  Locust 
Grove  District. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bierman  took  up  his 
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residence  in  Muscatine,  where  for  about  two  years 
he  was  employed  in  a  sawmill.  He  next  embarked 
in  the  grocery  business,  continuing  in  that  line  for 
two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  the 
farm  which  still  continues  to  be  his  home.  After 
carrying  on  general  farming  for  a  time  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  dairy  business,  and  by  fair 
dealing  and  an  earnest  desire  to  please  his  custom¬ 
ers.  has  built  up  a  good  trade.  He  keeps  on  hand 
twenty  milch  cows  of  the  Jersey  breed,  and  his  es¬ 
tablishment  is  known  as  the  Jersey  Dairy.  Mr. 
Bierman  is  not  an  active  politician,  preferring  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  his  business,  but  casts 
his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Muscatine. 
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UEL  FOSTER,  born  at  Hillsboro,  N.  II., 
Aug.  26.  1811,  was  the  eighth  child  of 
Aaron  and  Mehitable  (Nichols)  Foster. 
The  family  is  of  English  origin,  the  great¬ 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  accompanied  by  two 
brothers,  emigrating  to  Massachusetts  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  War,  where  a  large  colony  of  the 
descendants  still  reside.  Several  of  them  fought  in 
the  war  for  independence,  and  subsequently  bore 
conspicuous  parts  in  the  councils  of  the  State  and 
Nation.  Mrs.  Foster,  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
descended  on  the  maternal  side  from  the  Bancroft 
family,  and  was  an  own  cousin  to  George  Bancroft, 
the  distinguished  American  historian  and  diplo¬ 
matist.  His  father  was  a  farmer, and  his  family  of 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters  were  reared  to  habits 
of  industry  and  morality.  Like  many  New  En¬ 
gland  fathers  with  large  families,  his  means  were 
limited,  and  the  education  of  his 'children  was  con¬ 
fined  mainly  to  the  public  schools,  at  that  time 
greatly  inferior  to  the  present  system,  yet  notwith¬ 
standing  the  difficulties  alluded  to  three  of  his  sons 
succeeded  in  obtaining  educations  qualifying  them 
for  professions,  one  being  a  clergyman  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church,  another  a  physician,  and  the 
third  a  West  Point  cadet. 

At  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Foster  left  the  pa¬ 
rental  roof,  and  bidding  farewell  to  his  home  and 
family  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  Removing 
to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  he  there  spent  six  years,  after 


which  he  came  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  and 
continued  one  of  its  prominent  and  leading  citizens 
until  his  death.  With  only  an  occasional  absence 
he  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the  business  coming 
to  him,  and  to  the  interest  of  various  kinds  of  this 
commonwealth.  His  reputation  as  a  kind-hearted, 
generous  and  benevolent  man  extended  throughout 
the  State,  and  any  community  may  well  have  been 
proud  to  acknowledge  him  as  one  of  its  citizens. 
He  received  the  warmest  welcome  in  the  richest 
homes,  and  the  poor  man  was  glad  to  take  the  hand 
of  him  who  had  so  often  given  aid.  He  was  uni¬ 
formly  on  the  right  side  of  any  subject  involving 
a  moral  question,  and  was  bold  and  outspoken  in 
the  advocacy  and  promotion  of  what  he  thought 
would  be  profitable  to  the  people  in  general.  It 
would  not  be  difficult,  perhaps,  to  point  out  flaws 
in  his  character  and  mistakes  in  his  judgment,  but 
his  actions  were  always  for  the  best,  prompted  by 
a  spirit  of  benevolence  and  an  earnest  desire  to 
benefit  the  people,  which  desire  was  often  carried 
out  at  a  sacrifice  of  time,  money  and  strength.  Of 
marked  individuality,  such  as  no  other  man  ever 
possessed,  his  very  oddity  won  him  friends.  He 
never  thought  of  being  a  model  to  any  one,  and 
whether  many  or  few  followed  him  as  an  example, 
it  made  little  difference.  He  cared  as  little  for 
popularity  as  he  did  for  the  cut  of  his  clothes,  or 
the  set  of  his  collar.  If  he  desired  others  to  agree 
with  him  it  was  chiefly  that  some  good  result  might 
be  secured.  The  traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks,  that 
great  agency  of  Satan,  which  does  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else  to  degrade  the  manhood  and  womanhood 
of  our  noble  country,  was  an  object  of  special  ab¬ 
horrence  to  Mr.  Foster.  With  his  latest  breath  he 
condemned  the  greatest  of  all  evils,  speaking 
against  the  traffic  as  a  cruel,  wicked  and  contempti¬ 
ble  business.  There  can  be  no  death  more  to  be 
honored  than  that  which  finds  a  man  protesting  as 
his  last  act  of  life  against  the  wrong  and  outrage 
done  to  his  fellowmen.  lie  was  ever  ready  to  aid 
in  advancing  the  cause  of  education,  moralit}'  and 
temperance,  and  his  influence,  which  was  felt 
throughout  the  community,  was  always  exerted  for 
the  right.  The  ancestors  of  M r.  Foster  were,  in  part 
at  least,  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  there  were 
lines  of  their  peculiar  influence  in  him.  None  more  i 
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truly  deserved  the  profound  admiration  for  his  tal¬ 
ents,  his  broad  education  and  spiritual  influence 
which  he  received  on  every  hand. 

Mr.  Foster  was  the  first  in  the  State  to  move  in 
the  matter  of  a  State  Agricultural  College,  and  for 
years  urged  the  matter  single  handed.  In  1858  he 
was  rejoiced  to  see  the  Iowa  Legislature  pass  a  bill 
establishing  an  agricultural  college,  this  State  being 
the  second  in  the  Union  to  provide  an  institution 
of  this  kind.  For  six  years  he  was  elected  Director 
of  the  institution,  five  of  which  he  was  President 
of  the  board.  He  wras  a  voluminous  writer  for 
horticultural  and  agricultural  papers,  besides  de¬ 
voting  considerable  time  to  weather  statistics,  mak¬ 
ing  a  regular  record  of  the  atmosphere  and  its 
phenomena.  Mr.  Foster  was  firm  in  his  convictions, 
and  very  tenacious  of  his  opinions.  He  was  for 
years  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

The  Old  Settlers’  Society  of  Muscatine  convened 
at  the  City  Hall  on  the  morning  after  his  death, 
which  occurred  Jan.  1,  1886.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  of  prominent  members,  and  President 
Walton  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  G.  W.  Van 
Horn  was  elected  Secretary.  The  President  then 
stated  that  the  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose 
of  honoring  the  oldest  resident,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  of  the  city  and  county,  a  man  who  was 
equally  distinguished  for  the  virtues  and  honors  of 
his  citizenship. 

Joseph  Bredman  then  addressed  the  assemblage 
as  follows:  “It  were  perhaps  better  to  remain  silent 
in  the  presence  of  the  dead,  but  we  have  often 
heard  Mr.  Foster  in  eulogy  of  old  settlers,  and 
there  is  certainly  cause  for  paying  similar  honors 
to  him.  He  was  a  rare  man,  eminently  fitted  for 
pioneer  life  in  his  readiness  and  ability  and  fertile 
resources,  and  to  make  a  city,  county  or  State  bet¬ 
ter  for  his  presence.  He  took  great  interest  in 
every  cause  affecting  the  welfare  of  his  town,  his 
State,  his  Nation.  His  name  is  a  household  word 
in  all  the  West.” 

In  speaking  of  our  subject,  Hon.  D.  C.  Richman 
said:  “I  have  known  Mr.  Foster  since  1844,  and 
have  always  respected  him.  The  striking  charac¬ 
teristic  of  his  life  was  his  unselfishness.  Foremost 
and  active  in  every  public  and  progressive  move¬ 
ment,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  he  never  had  an 


ax  to  grind,  never  a  personal  or  selfish  aim  in 
view,  but  there  was  always  simply  a  grand  devo¬ 
tion  to  whatever  promoted  the  private  and  public 
welfare  of  his  fellowmen.” 

“I  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Foster,”  said 
Hon.  D.  C.  Cloud,  in  this  meeting,  “since  1839,  and 
he  possessed  a  character  peculiarly  and  strongly 
marked.  Often  there  were  times  when  one  might 
differ  from  his  views  and  conduct,  but  there  was 
always  the  highest  confidence  placed  in  his  honesty 
and  public  spiritedness.  Whatever  he  did  was 
from  the  standpoint  of  conscience.” 

Many  others  spoke  of  Mr.  Foster  in  terms  of 
high  praise,  among  whom  were  the  Hon.  William 
F.  Brannan,  Hon.  J.  Scott  Richman,  Peter  Jackson, 
John  Mahin  and  R.  B.  Huff.  A  committee  of  three 
was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  respect,  con¬ 
sisting  of  J.  Scott  Richman,  J.  G.  II.  Little  and  G. 
W.  Van  Horn,  who  reported  as  follows: 

“Again  and  again  have  the  old  settlers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  been  called  upon  during  the  present  winter 
to  express  their  regrets  at  the  decease  of  one  of 
their  number,  and  their  own  and  public  sense  of 
loss  occasioned  by  the  inroads  of  death.  Suel  Fos¬ 
ter,  one  among  the  earliest  settlers,  is  no  more.  His 
familiar  form  will  no  more  be  seen  in  our  public 
gatherings,  on  our  streets,  or  at  his  hospitable  fire¬ 
side.  He  was  old  in  years,  but  young  in  his  activi¬ 
ties  and  aspirations.  He  was  unselfish,  and  spent 
much  of  his  time  and  energy  in  promoting  the 
public  interest,  not  onl}”  of  his  own  county  but  of 
the  State,  and  especially  were  his  labors  conspicu¬ 
ous  in  the  agricultural,  horticultural  and  educa¬ 
tional  interests  of  his  State.  His  presence,  his  ac¬ 
tivity,  his  energy,  will  be  missed  in  every  good 
work.  Who  will  fill  the  void  occasioned  by  his 
absence?  Time  alone  can  answer  the  question. 
Feeling  his  death  is  not  only  a  private  but  a  public 
calamity  as  well,  we  must  not,  while  recording  his 
public,  omit  to  mention  his  private  virtues.  He 
was  a  religious  man.  He  was  a  punctual  man.  He 
was  a  faithful  man.  He  was  an  honest  man.  He 
obeyed  his  highest  convictions  in  all  things.  He 
was  a  model  man  in  his  domestic  relations,  and  she 
his  wife,  who  survives  him,  will  alone  be  capable 
of  estimating  her  own  loss.  We  extend  to  her  the 
assurance  of  our  kindest  sympathies.” 
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On  the  8tli  of  October,  1847,  Mr.  Foster  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of 
Robert  Collins  Hastings,  of  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  a  sister  of  Hon.  S.  C.  Hastings,  who, 
early  in  1849,  soon  after  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  made  an  overland  trip  to  the  Pacific 
Coast.  During  the  winter  following,  at  his  request, 
our  subject  accompanied  the  wife  and  three  chil¬ 
dren  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco, 
they  going  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  arriving 
in  that  city  in  April,  1850,  after  an  arduous  jour¬ 
ney  of  three  months.  Mr.  Foster  spent  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  that  year  as  clerk  in  the  Sacramento 
post-office,  and  the  following  autumn  was  appointed 
to  take  the  census  of  the  east  half  of  Butte  County, 
Cal.,  embracing  all  the  mountainous  country  of 
Feather  River,  at  the  top  of  the  Sierra  Mountains. 
He  numbered  some  2,500  men  engaged  in  digging 
for  gold,  all  operating  upon  the  surface  and  in  the 
beds  of  streams,  no  blasting  of  quartz  rock  having 
then  been  done.  In  the  winter  of  1850-51  he  re¬ 
turned  home.  His  journey  to  and  from  the  Pacific 
Slope,  together  with  the  seven  months’  stay  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  periods  of 
his  life.  The  sea  vo}rage  from  New  Orleans  to 
Chagres  on  the  steamer  “Georgia,”  commanded  by 
Commodore  1).  1).  Porter;  the  horseback  ride  across 
the  Isthmus  with  the  women  and  children,  the  four 
weeks’  stay  at  Panama  awaiting  the  steamer  to  come 
around  the  Horn;  and  his  experience  with  the  miners 
on  Feather  River,  was  a  thrilling  yet  instructive 
period  in  his  life. 

Two  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Foster:  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Adelle,  who  died  in-  her  seventeenth  year,  in  De¬ 
cember,  1870.  She  was  a  most  amiable  and  accom¬ 
plished  young  lady,  and  the  following  lines,  written 
by  D.  C.  Richman,  are  a  slight  tribute  to  her  worth 
and  memory: 

Tenderly,  lovingly,  lay  her  away 

Beneath  the  cold  earth  with  the  dead ; 

Trustfully,  prayerfully,  leave  there  the  clay 
From  which  the  sweet  spirit  has  fled. 

Ye  loved  her,  and  fondly  ye  cherished  the  gift, 
The  dearest  that  Heaven  bestows, 

To  gladden  and  cheer  the  brief  hours  of  life, 
Whate’er  be  its  griefs  and  its  woes. 


Too  frail  was  the  bud  to  blossom  and  flower 
In  earth’s  uncongenial  clime; 

But  triumphant  in  Heaven  t’will  sweetly  expand 
And  bloom  with  a  splendor  sublime. 

Removed  from  the  evils  and  cares  of  the  world, 
Unfettered  by  weakness  or  pain, 

The  soid  with  its  Savior,  Redeemer  and  Guide, 
Will  never  know  sorrow  again. 

Then  tenderly,  tearfully,  lay  her  away 
In  quiet,  beneath  the  cold  sod; 

Hopefully,  prayerfully,  leave  there  the  clay, 
And  trust  the  sweet  spirit  with  God. 


ON.  SAMUEL  McNUTT,  one  of  the  promi- 
j  nent  citizens  of  Muscatine  County,  now 
^  living  a  retired  life  in  the  city  of  Musca- 
'•$§))  tine,  was  born  near  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
Nov.  21,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah 
(Stuart)  McNutt.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  origin, 
and  descended  from  a  long  line  of  somewhat  noted 
ancestors.  While  our  subject  was  yet  a  child  his 
father  died,  and  the  family  emigrated  to  America, 
settling  in  New  Castle  County,  Del.,  near  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Newark,  after  a  brief  stay  in  Philadelphia. 
The  widowed  mother  never  married  again,  but  de¬ 
voted  her  life  and  energies  to  the  education  and 
interests  of  her  seven  children,  and  lived  to  see 
them  all  comfortably  and  honorably  settled  in  life. 
Her  second  son,  Robert,  was  an  eminent  physician 
in  Louisiana  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the 
third  son,  James,  who  is  a  physician  in  Missouri, 
both  joined  the  Union  Army.  Mrs.  McNutt  died  in 
Iowa,  Dec.  24,  1874,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life.  Books  were 
scarce  in  those  early  days,  but  before  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  thirteen  years  Samuel  had  committed 
to  memory  the  shorter  catechism,  the  Psalms  of 
David  in  meter,  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  most 
of  the  four  Gospels,  the  Scotch  Martyrs,  and 
Weems’  Life  of  Washington,  and  those  volumes 
laid  the  foundation  for  his  character  and  in¬ 
fluenced  his  whole  life.  He  first  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  public  by  poetical  compositions 
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published  in  the  Temperance  Star ,  of  Wilmington, 
his  nom  de  plume  being  “Harmony  Plowboy.” 
These  poems  attracted  the  attention  of  Dr.  J.  S. 
Bell,  one  of  the  professors  of  Delaware  College, 
which  was  located  in  the  adjoining  village  of  New¬ 
ark,  and  he  offered  the  young  lad  literary  assist¬ 
ance  and  the  use  of  his  library.  Samuel  soon  after 
entered  that  institution,  where  he  received  a  liberal 
education.  In  those  years  he  contributed  to  “Peter¬ 
son’s  Magazine,”  “Neal’s  Gazette,”  “Godey’s  La¬ 
dy’s  Book,”  “Saturday  Courier,”  and  other  periodi¬ 
cals. 

Leaving  college  Mr.  McNutt  engaged  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  teaching,  and  later  was  elected  President 
of  the  New  Castle  County  Teachers’  Association,  to 
which  position  he  was  twice  re-elected.  In  the 
meantime  he  began  the  study  of  law,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Hon.  Daniel  M.  Bates,  then  Secretary  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  afterward  Chancellor. 
In  1851  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  hearing  of 
the  openings  in  the  West  for  young  men,  emigrated 
to  Wisconsin,  where  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  but  being  offered  a  Professorship  in  the 
Collegiate  Institute  at  Hernando,  Miss.,  he  removed 
to  that  State,  remaining  there  about  three  years. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  and 
in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1856  was  Principal  of  the 
First  Ward  public  school  in  this  city.  His  next 
venture  was  in  the  newspaper  business,  purchas¬ 
ing  a  half-interest  in  the  Muscatine  Enquirer ,  the 
firm  then  being  McNutt  &  Biles.  In  April,  1857, 
he  became  associate  editor  of  the  Dubuque  Herald , 
under  the  management  of  J.  B.  Dorr,  who  was 
afterward  Colonel  of  the  8th  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  that  capacity  until  1860,  when  the  firm 
sold  out  to  D.  A.  Mahony  &  Co.  Up  to  this  time 
Mr.  McNutt  had  been  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
an  ardent  supporter  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  but 
when  the  Southern  States  began  to  secede,  and  war 
was  threatened,  he  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the 
constitutionally  elected  administration  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  of  every  means  that  could  be  used  to 
put  down  armed  rebellion.  The  Herald  being  op¬ 
posed  to  the  measures  of  the  administration  Mr. 
McNutt  was  urged  by  his  Democratic  friends  who 
favored  it  to  edit  a  paper,  the  Daily  Evening 
Union ,  at  Dubuque,  and  counteract  the  teachings 
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of  the  Herald.  This  he  did,  and  in  that  time  of  ex¬ 
citement  and  passion  passed  through  some  stirring 
scenes,  and  abound  volume  of  the  Union ,  which  he 
now  possesses,  contains  many  highly  prized  me¬ 
mentoes  of  that  memorable  period.  From  a  finan¬ 
cial  standpoint  the  paper  proved  a  failure,  and  after 
losing  about  $2,000  he  discontinued  it,  and  became 
one  of  the  editors  of  the  Dubuque  Times ,  which 
connection  continued  until  the  fall  of  1862,  when, 
with  the  intention  of  entering  the  army,  he  re¬ 
moved  his  family  to  his  farm  in  Muscatine  County, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1863,  while  engaged 
in  recruiting  volunteers  for  the  8th  Iowa  Cavalry, 
he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  of  Muscatine 
County  for  a  Representative  to  the  Tenth  General 
Assembly,  and  vas  elected  by  a  handsome  majority. 
His  course  was  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  twice  re¬ 
elected,  an  honor  never  before  conferred  by  Mus¬ 
catine  County.  At  the  close  of  his  third  term  in 
the  House  he  was  elected  without  opposition  to  the 
Senate,  for  a  full  term,  which  ended  Jan.  1,  1874 
he  thus  serving  ten  consecutive  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Iowa  Legislature.  His  course  received  not 
only  the  approbation  of  his  constituents  but  also 
his  political  enemies,  and  in  both  Houses  he  was  an 
advocate  of  all  needed  reforms.  In  the  Lower 
House  he  was  one  among  the  first  to  advocate 
measures  for  controlling  railway  corporations,  and 
the  author  of  several  bills  for  that  purpose,  which 
finally  prevailed.  In  1864  he  introduced  the  bill 
which  wiped  out  the  “black  laws,”  and  really 
made  Iowa  a  free  State,  and  was  also  author  of  the 
joint  resolution  by  which  Iowa  ratified  the  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Federal  constitution  abolishing  slavery 
throughout  the  Republic.  In  1864  he  managed 
the  passage  through  the  House  of  the  bill  to  drive 
out  of  the  State  the  “wildcat”  currency  then  in 
circulation,  and  in  the  Senate  he  was  the  author  of 
many  bills  and  sections  of  the  Code  of  lSIS^amon^ 
which  was  the  proviso  in  section  866,  and  all  of 
sections  1,305  and  1,306.  He  was  the  Senate  mem¬ 
ber  and  Chairman  of  the  committee  to  visit  and  re¬ 
port  upon  the  penitentiary  at  Ft.  Madison,  in  1872, 
and  wrote  the  report  to  the  Legislature  which 
resulted  in  preventing  the  State  from  paying  a  bo¬ 
gus  claim  of  prison  labor  contractors  of  over 
$47,000,  and  he  recommended  the  building  of  a 
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new  penitentiary  at  some  point  wliere  rock  could  be 
quarried.  This  advice  was  followed  by  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  a  new  penitentiaiy  at  Anamosa.  In  the 
summer  of  1872  he  was  a  prominent  candidate  be¬ 
fore  the  Republican  State  Convention  for  State 
Treasurer,  and  had  a  large  support,  but  the  various 
corporations  which  he  had  fought,  together  with 
the  enraged  prison  contractors  and  other  candidates 
combined,  caused  his  defeat.  Since  the  close  of  his 
term  in  the  Senate  he  has  retired  from  political  life, 
and  until  latelyresided  at  his  pleasant  home  in  this 
county. 

On  the  14th  day  of  April,  1857,  Mr.  McNutt 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Lucas,  of 
Portsmouth,  Ohio,  a  niece  of  ex-Gov.  Robert  Lu¬ 
cas,  of  that  State,  and  Territorial  Governor  of 
Iowa.  She  is  a  lady  of  most  pleasing  manner, 
highly  esteemed  for  her  many  excellencies  of  char¬ 
acter.  and  by  their  union  three  children  have  been 
born.  William  was  graduated  from  the  business  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Missouri  State  University  in  1883, 
and  the  following  year  wedded  Carrie,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Brand,  Esq.,  of  Cedar  Valley;  Robert  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  and  is  now 
practicing  dentistry  in  the  city  of  Muscatine;  and 
Samuel  is  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  McNutt  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry,  was  Master  of  a  local  grange, 
member  of  the  State  Grange,  and  for  three  years 
President  of  the  Muscatine  County  Council  of  the 
order.  In  1884  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Sherman 
to  represent  the  Second  Congressional  District  of 
Iowa  in  the  Farmers’  National  Congress,  which  met 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
that  body,  and  through  his  instrumentality  a  reso¬ 
lution  was  passed  condemning  the  sale  of  large 
tracts  of  land  to  aliens,  and  calling  upon  Congress 
to  prevent  the  same.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Presbyterian,  but  entertains  very  liberal  views.  In 
1841,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  joined  the 
Washingtonians,  the  Odd  Fellows  in  1851,  the 
Union  League  in  1861,  and  the  Patrons  of  Hus¬ 
bandry  in  1872.  He  was  one  of  the  originators 
of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  which 
he  served  as  Vice  President  ten  years.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  he  has  been  an  officer  of  a  county  ag¬ 
ricultural  society,  one  year  its  President.  Probably 


no  citizen  in  the  county  has  borne  such  a  prominent 
part  in  political  affairs,  and  his  honorable,  upright 
course  through  his  years  of  public  service  has 
won  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


ANPER  O.  PRICE,  a  representative  farmer 
of  Muscatine  County,  residing  on  section  28, 
Bloomington  Township,  was  born  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Pa.,  on  the  16th  day  of 
May,  1838.  His  parents,  Isaac  and  Margaret 
(Mains)  Price,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  he  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  His  paternal  grandparents, 
Thomas  and  (Dorcas)  Price,  and  his  maternal 
grandparents,  James  and  Rebecca  (McGrew)  Mains, 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  The  Mains 
family  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
Isaac  Price  in  early  life  followed  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  but  subsequently  engaged  in  farming  in 
Pennsylvania  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
June,  1877,  at  the  age  of  seventy -six  years,  his  wife 
preceding  him  to  her  final  rest  in  1863,  dying  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
farm,  and  was  educated  in  a  primitive  log  school- 
house  with  puncheon  floor,  plank  seats,  and  other 
furnishings  of  a  similar  stj’le.  Choosing  carpen¬ 
tering  as  the  trade  which  be  wished  to  follow,  he 
served  an  apprenticeship,  after  which  he  followed 
that  occupation  for  a  livelihood.  Remaining  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  his  native  State  until  1875,  he  then  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  West,  locating  in  Muscatine  County, 


Iowa,  becoming  a  resident  on  section  23,  Bloom¬ 


ington  Township,  where  he  still  continues  to  make 
his  home.  Two  3Tears  later  he  purchased  seven  ty- 
three  acres  of  fine,  arable  land,  which  is  now  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  This  farm  is  pleasantly 
situated  two  and  a  fourth  miles  from  the  business 
part  of  Muscatine  and  but  a  short  distance  from 
the  corporation  limits.  Everything  about  the  place 
denotes  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  and 
the  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  community. 

While  residing  in  Pennsylvania  Mr.  Price  led  to 
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the  marriage  altar  Miss  Priscilla  H.  McGrew,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  Westmoreland  County, 
on  the  5tli  day  of  January,  1865.  The  lady  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Findley  B.  and  Juliet  (Brinton)  McGrew,  also  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  was  a  farmer,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  that  State  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Oct.  10,  1868,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age. 
The  death  of  her  mother  occurred  in  1863,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three  years.  Mrs.  Price’s  paternal 
grandparents,  Samuel  and  Deborah  (McGrew)  Mc¬ 
Grew,  were  born  and  reared  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
where  they  lived  until  their  marriage,  when  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Westmoreland  County  in  the  same  State, 
and  where  later  they  died.  Her  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  John  and  Sarah  (Matlock)  Brinton, 
natives  of  Chester  County,  Pa.  The  grandfather 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  belonging  to  the 
“American  Grays,”  and  his  knapsack  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mrs.  Price. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  three  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Nellie  T.,  wife  of  George 
Otto,  is  now  residing  in  this  county,  but  has  just 
latelv  returned  from  California;  Bessie  C.  and 
Charles  A.  are  both  attending  the  High  School  of 
Muscatine.  Mr.  Price  takes  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs,  casting  his  ballot  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  of  which  he  is  an  earnest  advocate. 
His  family  is  held  in  high  regard  throughout  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  and  we  are  pleased  to  record  their 
sketch  in  this  history. 


eONRAD  BRANDT,  one  of  the  highly  influ¬ 
ential  and  respected  citizens  of  Sweetland 
Township,  Muscatine  Co.,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Hamburg,  Germany,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1821. 
When  a  boy  he  learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  several  years  in  the  old 
country.  In  1847  he  determined  to  cast  his  lot  in 
the  New  World,  and  emigrated  to  America.  After 
wandering  over  the  country  for  about  a  year,  he  at 
last  decided  to  make  his  permanent  home  in  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  and  in  1848  began  business  as  a 
cabinet-maker  in  the  city  of  Muscatine,  continuing 
in  this  line  for  about  six  years.  Selling  out  at  the 


expiration  of  that  time,  he  then  removed  to  the 
farm  in  Sweetland  Township,  comprising  160  acres, 
which  still  continues  to  be  his  home.  He  is  now 
engaged  principally  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
in  which  he  is  very  successful.  He  has  recently 
added  120  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  and  now 
owns  280  acres  of  good  land,  with  a  handsome 
dwelling  and  commodious  barn. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1848,  in  the  city  of 
Muscatine,  Mr.  Brandt  and  Mrs.  Ernestina  Zeigler 
were  united  in  marriage.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Tioga  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  18,  1821,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Michael  and  Catherine  Blake.  When  six 
years  of  age  she  removed  with  her  parents  to 
Economy,  Beaver  Co.,  Pa.,  remaining  there  ten 
years,  when  the  family  went  to  Phillipsburg,  in  the 
same  county.  She  resided  there  for  six  years,  and 
was  then  united  in  marriage  in  Phillipsburg,  Pa., 
with  Francis  Zeigler,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
Feb.  23,  1840.  By  their  union  three  children  were 
born:  Barnhardt,  born  April  16,  1841,  died  when 
four  years  of  age,  in  Shelby  County,  Mo. ;  William, 
born  Sept.  1,  1843,  was  united  in  marriage,  Aug. 
22,  1886,  at  the  residence  of  W.  Jennings  Demerest, 
in  New  York  City,  with  Mrs.  E.  M.  Gamble,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles 
Deems,  and  now  resides  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  His  has 
been  a  remarkable  life.  In  1861  he  started  out  for 
himself,  and  secured  employment  with  James  Weed, 
for  whom  he  peddled  apples  out  of  a  basket  on  the 
streets  of  his  native  city.  He  continued  this  work 
until  the  fall  of  1861,  when  he  began  learning  the 
drug  business  with  J.  H.  Canon,  remaining  with 
him  until  the  fall  of  1863.  Young  Zeigler  then 
went  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  entered  the  com¬ 
mercial  college  at  that  place,  from  which  he  after¬ 
ward  was  graduated.  He  determined  to  go  to  New 
York,  and  after  paying  his  tuition  at  college  and 
his  railroad  fare  to  that  city  he  had  but  fifty  cents 
remaining.  Stopping  at  a  hotel  he  there  spent  the 
night,  and  the  following  morning  started  out  to 
find  employment.  After  many  futile  attempts  he 
secured  work,  but  it  was  in  a  very  undesirable 
place.  On  leaving  the  hotel  he  forgot  to  note  the 
name  or  the  number,  and  in  the  evening  when  he 
went  to  return  could  not  find  it,  He  had  left  his 
baggage,  and  was  in  a  sorry  predicament,  but  about 
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two  weeks  later  when  going  down  town  on  business 
he  accidentally  came  across  the  hotel,  went  upstairs, 
paid  his  bill  and  got  his  baggage.  In  this  humble 
way  began  the  life  of  a  man  whose  income  is  now 
8100,000  annually.  After  a  few  weeks  he  found 
employment  which  was  better  suited  to  his  taste, 
and  his  fidelity  and  faithfulness  caused  his  promo¬ 
tion.  lie  at  length  began  the  manufacture  of  baking 
powder,  commencing  in  a  small  way  in  a  basement 
in  New  York  City,  making  and  putting  up  his  pow¬ 
der  in  packages  at  night,  and  peddling  it  out  from 
house  to  house  the  next  day.  lie  continued  in 
this  way  until  he  was  able  to  buy  a  horse  and  rig. 
From  this  small  beginning  the  business  grew  to 
large  proportions,  and  in  1873  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  incorporators  of  the  Royal  Baking 
Powder  Company,  of  which  he  is  still  a  member. 
About  eight  years  ago  the  company  added  to  their 
business  the  manufacture  of  cream  of  tartar,  and 
now  do  a  large  business  in  this  line.  Mr.  Zeigleris 
also  largely  interested  in  real  estate  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  Frances  C.,  the  third  child  of  Francis  and 
Ernestina  Zeigler,  was  born  Nov.  24,  1845,  in 
Shelby  County,  Mo.,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Henry 
K.  Shields,  of  Belle  Plain,  Benton  Co.,  Iowa,  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who  there  owns  1G0  acres 
of  land. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brandt  were  born 
five  children :  Emma  C.  was  born  Oct.  9.  1  850,  in 
Muscatine  County;  George  W.,  born  June  27, 
1852,  wedded  Miss  Annie,  daughter  of  William 
and  Catherine  Iluttig,  and  is  now  residing  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Although  a  young  man  his  life 
has  been  one  of  industry,  and  his  labors  have  been 
very  successful.  He  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Brandt 
&  Kienzler,  Importers  and  Manufacturers,  No.  1G0 
Franklin  street,  N.  Y.  Edward  C.,  the  next  child, 
was  born  Jan.  9,  1855,  and  resides  at  home;  Clara 
Louise,  born  July  20,  1857,  is  a  teacher  of  dramatic 
art  in  the  Young  Ladies’  Institute  at  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  where  she  is  very  popular;  Arthur  C.,  the 
youngest  child,  born  Oct.  29,  1865,  is  yet  living 
with  his  parents. 

When  Mr.  Brandt  came  to  America  he  was  in 
very  limited  circumstances,  but  possessing  a  good 
constitution  he  set  himself  to  work  with  a  strong 
determination  to  succeed,  and  by  perseverance  and 


energy  has  secured  a  comfortable  competence,  such 
as  will  enable  him  to  pass  his  declining  years  in 
peace  and  quiet.  During  his  forty  years’  residence 
in  Muscatine  County  his  upright  course  of  life  and 
genial  manner  have  won  him  the  confidence  and 
love  of  many  friends,  and  throughout  the  commu¬ 
nity  he  is  held  in  the  highest  respect  by  all. 

That  the  portraits  of  this  worthy  couple,  shown 
upon  another  page,  deserve  a  place  in  this  record 
of  the  best  men  and  women  in  Muscatine  County, 
will  be  admitted  by  every  one. 


♦MS* 


R.  J.  HARDMAN,  a  leading  dentist  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,  and  a  prominent  resident 
of  Muscatine,  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  16th  of  July,  1824. 
The  founder  of  the  Hardman  family  was  probably 
one  of  the  Goths  who  dwelt  in  Central  Europe, 
near  the  Rhine,  but  in  the  family  record  an  ac¬ 
count  is  given  of  an  alliance  with  one  of  the  fair 
daughters  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  The  Doctor’s  father 
was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  and  his  mother,  who  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
two.  Of  their  family  of  eleven  children,  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  the  tenth  in  order  of  birth.  He  received 
his  primary  education  in  the  district  school  during 
the  winter  months,  while  his  summers  w-ere  spent 
in  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm. 
This  course  was  supplemented  by  an  attendance  at 
Cottage  Hill  Seminary  at  Ellsworth,  Ohio,  which  he 
entered  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  after  a  few  terms 
he  was  sufficiently  qualified  to  become  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools.  He  followed  that  profession 
for  some  time,  alternating  it  with  other  work  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer,  until  the  spring  of  1847,  when, 
having  decided  to  study  medicine,  he  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Parker,  of  Columbiana,  Ohio. 
He  afterward  attended  a  course  of  medical  lectures 
at  Cleveland  in  the  winter  of  1849-50,  and  in 
April  of  the  latter  year  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Elkton,  Ohio.  The  long  rides  which 
he  was  forced  to  take,  and  his  frequent  exposure  to 
the  chilling  night  air,  aggravated  an  asthmatic  trou¬ 
ble  to  which  he  was  subject,  so  he  formed  a  part- 
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nership  with  an  experienced  dentist,  thus  paving 
the  way  to  changing  his  profession  to  dentistry. 
In  the  fall  of  1852  he  removed  to  Canton,  Ohio, 
and  in  May,  1855,  emigrated  to  the  West,  locating 
in  Muscatine,  where  lie  purchased  the  business  and 
office  of  Dr.  Hurd.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
one  of  the  prominent  factors  of  Muscatine,  having 
rapidly  attained  to  an  enviable  and  well-deserved 
place  among  the  dentists  of  the  State.  With  his 
professional  skill  he  combines  that  sympathy  and 
delicacy  for  the  most  unbearable  of  human  ills, 
which  win  all  hearts,  and  to  these  admirable  quali¬ 
ties,  as  much  as  to  the  thorough  understanding  of 
the  system  of  dental  surgery,  he  owes  largely  his 
entensive  practice. 

In  the  month  of  July,  1863,  a  meeting  was  held 
at  the  office  of  Dr.  Hardman,  and  there  the  State 
Dental  Society  was  organized,  since  which  time  he 
has  filled  all  of  its  various  offices.  In  recognition 
of  his  services  to  the  profession,  the  Ohio  College 
of  Dental  Surgery,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery. 
He  is  the  author  and  inventor  of  many  improve¬ 
ments  in  dental  instruments  and  appliances,  which 
are  widely  and  favorably  known  to  the  profession 
and  his  large  practice,  and  his  valuable  dentifrices, 
mouth  washes,  and  alloys  for  filling  teeth,  are  sought 
by  many  of  the  best  dentists  of  the  country.  He 
is  a  contributor  to  manjr  of  the  leading  dental  mag¬ 
azines,  and  almost  annually  is  called  upon  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  paper  for  the  State  Dental  Society,  which 
certainly  is  a  high  testimonial  of  his  skill  and 
knowledge.  None  labored  more  zealously,  or  with 
more  personal  success,  for  the  establishment  of  the 
dental  department  of  the  State  University  than 
Dr.  Hardman,  and  in  August,  1882,  on  the  passage 
of  the  dental  law  of  Iowa,  he  was  commissioned  by 
Gov.  Sherman  as  one  of  the  State  Dental  Examiners, 
and  is  to-day  a  leading  member  of  that  board.  His 
duties  in  this  particular  have  been  performed  with 
as  much  fidelity  and  ability  as  those  of  his  personal 
practice. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  1851,  Dr.  Hardman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Farmer, 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  Farmer,  of  Salineville, 
Ohio,  a  niece  of  his  former  preceptor.  Of  their 
union  five  children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom 


are  now  living,  namely:  Eva  D.,  Joe  F.  and  May 
E.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  although  not 
entering  actively  into  the  campaign,  Dr.  Hardman 
■was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  Union,  and  his  ef¬ 
forts  in  behalf  of  the  boys  in  blue  were  untiring. 
As  a  member  of  the  Muscatine  School  Board  no 
citizen  has  rendered  more  intelligent  and  efficient 
aid  to  a  local  school  system.  Socially,  the  Doctor 
is  a  member  of  the  Muscatine  Academy  of  Science, 
he  and  his  wife  having  become  members  on  its  or¬ 
ganization,  and  lias  been  honored  with  its  most 
important  offices,  rendering  in  return  his  hearty 
support  and  willing  service.  No  home  in  Musca¬ 
tine  is  more  hospitable,  no  welcome  more  cordial 
and  gracious,  than  that  given  by  Dr.  Harman  and 
his  estimable  wife,  who  are  held  in  the  highest  es¬ 
teem  and  confidence  throughout  the  community. 


B.  IRWIN,  a  leading  farmer  of  Montpelier 
Township,  Muscatine  County,  residing  on 
i  section  7,  was  born  on  the  9th  of  September, 
1826,  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son 
of  Davis  and  Elizabeth  (Chambers)  Irwin.  When 
sixteen  years  of  age,  during  the  fall  of  1842,  be 
left  his  home  and  started  for  Illinois,  but  when  at¬ 
tempting  to  cross  the  Ohio  River  he  found  that  it 
was  frozen  up,  and  was  compelled  to  remain  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  during  the  winter.  As  the  journey  could 
not  be  completed,  his  father  rented  a  farm,  and 
planted  and  harvested  a  crop  the  next  season.  In 
the  spring  of  1844  he  again  started  for  Illinois,  go¬ 
ing  by  way  of  Cairo  and  the  Mississippi  River  to 
Galena,  where  he  made  his  home  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  continued  his  journey  to  Davenport, 
Iowa.  This  was  his  first  introduction  to  the  State 
which  for  almost  forty-five  years  has  been  his  home. 
Remaining  in  Davenport  for  a  year,  he  then  came 
to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  has  since  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  Seven  years  after  reaching 
Iowa,  in  1851,  his  father  departed  this  life,  being 
then  fifty-two  years  of  age.  Of  his  family  there 
were  nine  children,  namely  :  Eliza  J.,  who  was  born 
Feb.  13,  1825;  J.  B.,  born  Sept.  9,  1826;  Jared, 
born  Oct.  6,  1828;  Mary  H„  born  March  22,  1830; 
John  N.,  born  Nov.  30,  1831;  William  D.,  born 


— ►  1 


220 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


Aug.  20,  1833;  Samuel,  born  April  15,  1835;  Henry 
H.,  born  Nov.  1,  1836;  and  Rebecca,  born  Jan.  2, 
1840.  Three  brothers  of  that  family,  W.  D.,  Sam¬ 
uel  and  Henry,  were  all  defenders  of  their  country 
during  the  late  war,  having  enlisted  in  1862,  in  the 
35th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
hostilities. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1854,  Mr.  Irwin  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Catherine  Gcttert,  and  to 
them  were  born  five  children:  William,  born  Dec. 
13,  1855,  died  Sept.  7,1856;  Emma,  born  Nov.  13, 
1857;  Mary,  July  29,  1859;  John  A.,  Oct.  7,  1861  ; 
and  Clara,  Nov.  26,  1863.  In  the  month  of  June, 
1865,  Mr.  Irwin  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
death  of  his  wife.  He  was  again  married,  becom¬ 
ing  the  husband  of  Isabel  Cummings,  and  this  union 
was  blessed  with  eight  children:  Martha  J.,  born 
May  15,  1866;  Charles  H.,  Dec.  17,  1867;  James 
L.,  Aug.  6,  1869;  Isabella, born  July  29,  1871,  died 
when  fourteen  months  old;  Anna  H.,  born  Nov.  22, 
1873;  Eddie  D.,  Oct.  11,  1875;  Amanda,  Feb.  4, 
1877;  and  Ida  C.,  Nov.  22,  1881.  Since  the  year 
1865  Mr.  Irwin  has  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party.  He  is  one  of  the  highly  respected  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  county,  where  he  has  resided  for  about 
forty-five  years. 


Church,  and  has  ever  lived  faithful  to  the  cause  of 
her  Master.  She  is  now  in  her  seventy -ninth  3Tear, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Thomas  M. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  this  county,  and  assisted  in  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  home  farm,  or  worked  as  a  farm  laborer 
in  the  neighborhood,  until  his  marriage,  which  oc¬ 
curred  fifteen  days  before  he  reached  his  majority. 
The  union  was  celebrated  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1855,  when  he  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Nancy 
Jane  Lee,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Nancy  (M  ard) 
Lee,  who  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  viz: 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Timothy  Hankins,  of  Muscatine 
County;  John,  who  died  in  1861;  Fannie,  wife  of 
Lewis  Hankins,  of  Ringgold  County,  Iowa;  Nancy, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Robert,  whose  home  is  in 
Louisa  County;  James  E.,  also  a  resident  of  Louisa 
County;  Mary,  wife  of  Hamon  Stump,  of  Eagle- 
ville,  Mo.;  Susan,  who  wedded  Willard  Runalls, of 
Decatur  County,  Iowa.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Lee  oc¬ 
curred  Nov.  28,  1853,  at  the  age  of  forty-two 
years,  preceding  her  husband  to  her  final  home 
many  years,  he  dying  Jan.  18,  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-nine  years. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  four  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Laura,  born  Oct.  16,  1856, 
is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Griffin,  a  resident  of 


* — - * 

UGH  P.  BROWN,  who  resides  on  section 
2,  Cedar  Township,  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Muscatine  County  of  1837.  lie 
was  born  in  Union  County,  Ind.,  Jan.  15, 
1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Julia  (Bru- 
ma<»e)  Brown.  In  connection  with  his  father, 
Col.  Thomas  M.  Brown,  Matthew  Brown  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Government  to  survey  the  Black 
Hawk  Purchase.  He  completed  the  survey  in  1836, 
and,  taking  a  fancy  to  the  country,  he  removed  his 
family  to  Muscatine  County  in  1837.  In  June, 
1842,  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  leaving  his 
loved  companion  to  pursue  life’s  journey  alone 
with  her  seven  small  children,  five  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity,  and  are  now  settled  in  good,  comfort¬ 
able  homes.  In  her  declining  years  she  can  look 
back  on  a  life  well  spent.  While  yet  in  her  girl¬ 
hood  she  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 


Muscatine  County;  Elnora,  born  Oct.  22,  1858, 
wedded  Thomas  E.  Norris,  of  Letts ville,  Iowa; 
Cordelia,  wife  of  George  W.  Hankins,  was  born 
Nov.  3,  1860,  and  resides  in  Cedar  Township,  and 
Guy  N.,  born  April  27,  1875,  is  still  with  his  par¬ 
ents. 

After  his  marriage  Mi'.  Brown  sold  a  40-acre 
farm  which  he  had  previously  purchased,  buying 
a  sawmill,  which  he  operated  for  nine  years.  Sell- 
ino-  the  mill,  he  then  bought  the  Lord  Ferry,  which 
had  previously  been  owned  by  his  brother,  and  for 
about  nineteen  years  continued  its  operations,  and. 
with  the  help  of  a  hand,  also  engaged  in  farming. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  long  period  he  traded  the 
ferry,  paying  some  difference,  for  the  farm  which 
he  now  owns,  comprising  476  acres.  Upon  this 
land  was  a  little  log  cabin,  in  which  Mr.  Brown 
still  makes  his  home,  it  being  the  oldest  house  in 
the  county  now  occupied.  He  carries  on  general 
farming,  having  the  entire  management  of  his 
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land,  100  acres  of  which  he  has  under  cultivation, 
the  remainder  being  used  as  pasturage,  upon  which 
he  raises  considerable  stock.  He  raises  a  great 
many  hogs,  from  forty  to  fifty  head  of  cattle  an¬ 
nually,  and  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  breed¬ 
ing  of  horses,  owning  now  about  sixteen  head  and 
three  mules.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has 
served  in  several  official  positions,  having  been 
School  Director  for  five  years  while  at  the  ferry, 
and  has  also  served  as  Township  Trustee.  He  has 
witnessed  man}-  changes  in  this  county,  has  seen 
almost  its  entire  growth  and  development,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Cedar 
Township,  being  respected  by  all. 

UILLIAM  E.  LOWRY,  a  prominent  farmer 
of  Montpelier  Township,  residing  on  sec- 
WW  tion  15,  was  born  on  the  5th  of  May,  1827, 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Cathe¬ 
rine  (O’Rokue)  Lowry,  the  former  a  native  of  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Ireland.  The  death  of 
the  father  occurred  Feb.  19,  1860,  and  the  mother 
departed  this  life  in  the  month  of  September,  1874. 
Of  their  family  but  two  are  now  living:  William 
E.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Sarah  E.,  widow  of  Thomas 
Hughes,  who  died  March  9,  1860. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject 
passed  in  his  native  city,  and  there  received  a  lib¬ 
eral  education  in  the  public  schools.  When  about 
twenty  years  of  age  he  accompanied  the  family  to 
Muscatine  County,  where  he  remained  until  1849, 
when  he  went  to  California  with  a  number  of 
others,  the  company  being  under  the  management 
of  Col.  W.  H.  Russell,  who  was  Secretary  under 
John  C.  Fremont.  He  remained  in  California  about 
seven  years  engaged  in  mining,  and  in  1857  re¬ 
turned  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside,  his  only  absence  from  the  county 
for  any  length  of  time  being  while  in  the  service  as 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1860,  Mr.  Lowry  married 
Miss  Virginia,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  A. 
(Milligan)  Wagner,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Alabama.  They  settled 
in  Scott  County,  Iowa,  in  1842,  where  the  father 


died.  Her  mother  is  yet  living  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  where  they  first  settled.  Mrs.  Lowry  has  two 
brothers  yet  living,  namely :  Joseph,  who  married 
Josephine  Wiley,  and  now  resides  in  Mitchell ville, 
Iowa;  and  James,  husband  of  Minnie  Robinson, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Scott  County.  Mrs. 
Wagner  was  again  married  after  the  death  of  her 
first  husband,  becoming  the  wife  of  Henry  More- 
head,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  by  the  second  union 
five  children  were  born — Moses,  William,  Samuel, 
Ella  and  Anna. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Lowry  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Montpelier  Township,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  360  acres  of  land,  which  comprises  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  count}',  it  being  highly  improved 
and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
served  his  township  as  Road  Supervisor  for  several 
years,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  citizens, 
having  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  heart. 
By  this  union  with  Miss  Wagner  an  interesting 
family  of  eight  children  have  been  born,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living — Sarah  H.,  Catherine  M., 
Mary  Louise,  Fred  D.,  Charles  D.  and  William  D. 
Joseph  and  Samuel  are  both  now  deceased,  and 
Mary  Louise  became  the  wife  of  Marshall  W. 
Dodge,  Dec.  2,  1885,  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo 
Township,  Scott  County,  where  her  husband  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
daughter,  Alice,  born  Dec.  2,  1 886.  The  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  are  all  at  home. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Lowry  enlisted 
in  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  three  years, 
participating  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  the 
regiment  took  part,  but  never  receiving  an  injury. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  Buffalo  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
politically,  is  a  Democrat. 


R.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  a  leading  physician  re¬ 
siding  in  Cone,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  the 
Hawkeye  State,  and  was  born  in  Burling¬ 
ton,  Feb.  24,  1840.  He  is  descended  from 
good  old  Revolutionary  stock,  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  Mr.  Middlebrook,  having  been  a  Colonel 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  a  man  of 
wealth,  and  was  a  slave-holder  in  Connecticut  at 
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the  time  of  his  death.  Many  of  his  descendants 
aro  people  of  prominence  and  wealth  in  the  Eastern 
States,  where  they  are  engaged  in  manufacturing. 
1 1  is  paternal  grandparents,  Harvey  and  Susan 
(Booth)  Smith,  were  of  the  old  Puritan  stock,  and 
resided  in  Connecticut. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  H.  and  Jane 
(Middlebrook)  Smith,  came  to  Iowa  in  1836,  set¬ 
tling  in  Ft.  Madison,  where  the  father  was  employed 
on  the  paper  now  known  as  the  Burlington  IlctwJe- 
Eye,  in  which  employment  he  remained  for  several 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Lee  County,  and  also  bought  a  claim,  which  had 
been  entered  by  another  man.  In  1839  he  removed 
to  Burlington,  where  our  subject  was  born,  and 
later  the  home  was  gladdened  by  the  presence  of  a 
daughter,  Mary  E.,  born  Dec.  25,  1846,  who  is  now 
living  with  her  mother  in  Lee  County.  With  his 
family  he  later  removed  to  Connecticut,  where  he 


resided  for  fifteen  years,  engaged  in  editing  a  paper, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Iowa  in  1856,  settling: 
on  the  farm  which  he  had  purchased  in  Lee  County, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  His  wife  is 
still  living  on  the  farm  in  Lee  County. 

Our  subject  has  received  a  liberal  education. 
When  a  boy  he  attended  the  Mills  School  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  in  after  years  took  a  varied 
course  of  study  at  Denmark,  under  the  direction  of 
IIenrjr  K.  Edson,  who  is  now  professor  in  the  col¬ 
lege  at  Grinnell,  Iowa.  Wishing  to  study  medi¬ 
cine,  in  the  winter  of  1859-60  he  attended  the 
medical  college  in  Keokuk,  which  was  then  the 
Iowa  State  University,  but  did  not  graduate  from 
that  institution.  Leaving  school  he  embarked  in 
the  drug  business  at  West  Point,  which  lie  prose¬ 
cuted  for  three  years,  and  then  attended  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Eclectic  Medical  College,  then  known  as  the 
Physio-Eclectic  College, being  graduated  in  the  class 
of  ’76.  For  four  years  previous  to  the  time  of  his 
attendance  at  that  college,  he  was  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  at  Nichols  Station,  and  since  com¬ 
pleting  his  studies  has  prosecuted  his  profession  for 
ten  years  in  Cone,  building  up  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1867,  Dr.  Smith  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Theresa  Salmon,  a 


daughter  of  Adolphus  and  Anna  M.  (Sagner)  Sal¬ 
mon,  who  were  the  parents  of  six  children:  Theresa, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Gustavus,  who  is  living  in 
Beatrice,  Neb.;  Edward  J.,  an  attorney-at-law  at 
Newton,  Iowa;  Albert  A.,  whose  home  is  in  Albu¬ 
querque,  N.  M. ;  Theodore  M.,  Professor  of  Music 
and  Principal  of  the  musical  department  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Female  College;  Adolphus  H.,  who  died 
at  his  home  in  Newton,  Iowa,  in  1887.  By  the 
union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  three  children  have 
been  born:  Lilian  E.,  born  Aug.  5,  1869,  now  attend¬ 
ing  the  Pittsburgh  Female  College  and  Conserva¬ 
tory  of  Music,  will  graduate  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1889,  after  which  she  will  accept  a  chair  in  the  col¬ 
lege  which  has  been  offered  her,  and  also  expects  to 
complete  her  studies  on  the  pipe  organ;  Daisy  T., 
born  June  11,  1871;  and  Gustavus  A.,  Jan.  15, 
1874,  are  both  at  home.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith, 
and  also  their  daughters,  are  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  voted  for  Lincoln,  but  in  later  years  has 
cast  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  respected  citizens  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  and  holds  an  enviable  place  in  the 
medical  world. 


01  IN  SCIIOEMAKER,  residing  in  Bloom¬ 
ington  Township,  on  section  17,  is  a  native 
of  Holland,  born  in  1833,  and  was  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  four  children, 
whose  parents  were  Herman  and  Jane  (Ilampe) 
Schoemaker.  They  were  also  natives  of  Holland, 
and  came  to  America  in  1846,  settling  in  St.  Louis. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  in  this  country 
are:  Christopher,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Holland 
Baptist  Church,  of  Muscatine;  Mrs.  J.  Schreurs, 
also  a  resident  of  that  city;  Mrs.  Jacob  Hendricks, 
another  daughter,  was  a  resident  of  Muscatine,  but 
died  in  1887.  The  death  of  the  mother  occurred 
in  St.  Louis,  in  1850,  caused  by  cholera.  In  1854 
the  father  removed  to  Muscatine,  where  he  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  of  shoemaking  until  his  death  in 
1861. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 


4 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 

223 

ir 


4 


liis  native  land,  where  he  received  his  education. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  several  years  after  coming  to  Muscatine,  , 
in  1 854.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Johanna 
Gertrude  Rauwerdink,  their  union  being  celebrated 
Aug.  31,  1858.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Holland, 
and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Hendrika  (Maas) 
Rauwerdink,  who  were  also  born  in  that  country. 
The  family  came  to  America  in  1846,  settling  in 
Bloomington,  now  the  city  of  Muscatine.  The 
mother  died  while  crossing  the  ocean.  The  father 
was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade  in  his  native  land,  but 
worked  in  a  mill  here.  His  death  occurred  in 
1866  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Schoemaker  continued  to 
reside  in  Muscatine  for  several  years,  and  in  1867 
purchased  forty  acres  of  prairie  land  and  com¬ 
menced  its  improvement.  To  his  original  farm  he 
has  added  a  20-acre  tract,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
sixty  acres  of  fine  arable  land,  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
small  fruits,  having  twenty  acres  set  out  in  various 
kinds,  and  also  had  a  fine  orchard  of  500  apple 
trees,  but  the  severe  winters  have  killed  most  of 
the  trees.  The  stock  upon  his  farm  is  of  the  best 
grades,  and  everything  about  the  place  denotes  the 
owner  to  be  a  man  of  thrift  and  enterprise.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not  a  politician, 
having  never  sought  or  desired  public  office.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Holland  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Muscatine,  take  great  interest  in  the 
work  of  that  denomination,  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  advance  its  interests.  Mr.  Schoemaker 
holds  the  position  of  Clerk  of  that  church,  and  is 
also  a  local  pastor,  preaching  occasionally  in  the 
chapel  near  his  home.  All  enterprises  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  cause  of  education  receive  his 
ready  and  earnest  support,  and  his  influence  and 
help  are  always  given  for  the  cause  of  right. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoemaker  have  been  born 
eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Will¬ 
iam  is  now  attending  college  at  Ames,  Iowa;  Hat¬ 
tie  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Miller,  a  farmer  of  Moscow 
Township;  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  George, 
Mollie,  Harry,  John,  Jennie,  Arthur,  Alice  and 
Adda,  are  at  home.  Eddie,  the  seventh  child,  is  now 
deceased.  Since  coming  to  Muscatine  County  Mr. 


Schoemaker  has  witnessed  many  changes,  has  seen 
its  wild  and  unsettled  prairies  transformed  into  fer¬ 
tile  farms  and  homes,  the  pioneer  log  cabins  have 
given  way  to  elegant  residences,  churches  and 
school-houses  have  been  built,  and  the  work  of 
civilization  carried  forward  so  rapidly  that  Mus¬ 
catine  County  can  now  take  rank  with  any  in  the 
State. 

OBERT  HENDERSON,  a  representative  far- 
M  mer  residing  on  section  10,  Montpelier 
/lit  Township,  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
\|§!Ind.,  May  20,  1837.  He  is  a  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Lock}-  (Bratton)  Henderson,  and  the  eldest 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
yet  living.  Samuel,  born  Oct.  28,  1839,  wedded 
Mary  McCurdy,  and  is  now  residing  in  Shelby 
County,  Iowa;  William,  born  Jan.  22,  1843,  died 
in  October,  1845;  Shadrach,  born  May  23,  1845,  is 
the  husband  of  Agnes  McCurdy,  and  resides  in 
Shelby  County,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Sarah  E.,  born  Feb.  23,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Blunck,  a  farmer  of  Webster  County,  Iowa;  Mary 
J.,  born  May  20,  1851,  is  the  Avife  of  Thomas  Col- 
gon,  a  resident  of  Buffalo  Township,  Scott  Co., 
Iowa;  Almira  P.,  born  May  1,  1855,  married  Col- 
man  Beemer,  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  Scott  C'o.,  Iowa; 
and  Frank,  a  resident  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 

In  1851  our  subject  emigrated  with  his  parents 
to  Missouri,  where  he  resided  for  about  two  years, 
when  he  went  to  Dixon,  Ill.  The  succeeding  two 
years  he  engaged  in  farming  in  that  community, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Van  Buren  County, 
Iowa,  and  after  a  two-years  residence  in  that 
county  came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  When  the  Avar  broke  out  he 
Avas  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to  the  country’s 
call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Muscatine,  Sept.  9, 
1861.  He  was  assigned  to  Company  A,  of  the  11th 
Iowa  Infantry,  after  which  he  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  at  Davenport,  where  he 
remained  for  about  three  months.  In  November 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  later  to 
Benton  Barracks,  thence  to  Jefferson  City,  Mo., 
where  it  remained  a  short  time  and  then  went  to 
California,  Mo.,  where  it  went  into  winter  quarters 


4. 


there  spending  the  winter  of  1861-62.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  March  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  to 
St.  Louis,  and  from  there  embarked  for  Savannah, 
remaining  in  that  city  a  few  da}Ts.  Mr.  Henderson 
with  his  regiment  later  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  arriving  there  on  the  first  day  of  the  bat¬ 
tle,  in  which  he  took  an  active  part.  Many  of  his 
comrades  were  killed  or  wounded,  but  the  only  in¬ 
jury  which  he  sustained  was  caused  by  a  limb  of  a 
tree,  which  was  broken  off  by  a  rebel  cannon  ball. 
After  the  battle  of  Shiloh  Gen.  Ilalleck  took  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army,  which  then  marched  to  Corinth. 
After  the  battle  at  that  place  his  regiment  was  or¬ 
dered  to  Bolivar,  Tenn.,  remaining  for  a  few  days, 
and  then  returned  to  Corinth  to  fortify  the  town 
against  the  rebels.  A  few  days  later  the  forces 
were  engaged  in  a  skirmish  at  Iuka,  after  which 
they  returned  to  Corinth,  where  a  bloody  contest 
took  place,  lasting  nearly  all  day.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  battle  at  Ilolly  Springs,  Miss.,  and 
from  there  the  forces  proceeded  to  Oxford,  Miss., 
but  the  rebels  cutting  off  their  supplies  they  were 
compelled  to  return  to  Ilolly  Springs,  whence  they 
later  continued  their  march  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
where  they  embarked  for  Vicksburg.  Landing  at 
Milliken’s  Bend  they  again  met  the  enemy,  and 
from  there  went  to  Young’s  Point,  from  which 
place  they  marched  to  Black  River,  sixty-five  miles 
below  Vicksburg,  reaching  that  place  May  20,  1863. 
The  army  then  formed  lines  around  Vicksburg, 
continuing  the  siege  until  July  4,  when  the  rebels 
surrendered  to  the  brave  and  persistent  commander 
of  the  Union  forces,  giving  up  their  guns  and  am¬ 
munition.  The  regiment  to  which  our  subject  be¬ 
longed  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Vicksburg  until 
the  following  January,  when  it  marched  to  Merid¬ 
ian  and  then  returned,  later  receiving  a  veteran 
furlough  of  thirty  days.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  Mr.  Henderson  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Cairo, 
Ill.,  and  later  engaged  in  the  battle  at  Clifton, 
Tenn.,  thence  marched  overland  to  Big  Shanty, 
where  a  few  da}'S  later  they  met  the  enemy  near 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  which  engagement  was  soon 
followed  by  another  skirmish.  Again  an  engage¬ 
ment  was  brought  on  at  Knickajack  Creek,  where 
the  Union  forces  drove  the  enemy  across  the  creek 
’  f  and  made  fortifications,  remaining  in  that  vicinity 
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for  several  days.  On  the  22d  of  July  a  battle  oc¬ 
curred  near  Atlanta,  and  three  other  engagements 
occurred  before  the  enemy  fell  back.  After  their 
retreat  the  Union  forces  moved  on  and  fortified  the 
town.  On  the  20th  day  of  August  following  Mr. 
Henderson  had  his  arm  cut,  and  the  wound  forced 
him  to  remain  in  the  hospital  until  November, 
when  he  received  a  furlough  of  thirty  days  and  re¬ 
turned  home.  He  was  discharged  April  11,  1865, 
after  nearly  four  years  of  hard  fighting  on  South¬ 
ern  battle-fields. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  1864,  at  the  residence  of 
S.  D.  Viele,  during  the  thirty-days  furlough  which 
he  received  after  his  re-enlistment,  Mr.  Henderson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (McConnell)  Davis. 
She  was  born  Feb.  5,  1843,  in  Cadiz,  Harrison 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  in  company  with  her  parents  emi¬ 
grated  to  Scott  County  in  1854.  She  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  but  has  only  one  brother  now  living,  John, 
who  married  Fannie  Tatlow,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
now  resides  in  Davenport,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  marble  business.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henderson  one  son  has  been  born,  Sherman, 
Nov.  25,  1865;  he  wedded  Alice,  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Melinda  Carpenter,  and  they  reside 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  Henderson  is  now  engaged 
in  general  farming  on  section  10,  Montpelier 
Township,  and  is  one  of  the  highly  respected  citi¬ 
zens  in  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  He  has 
ever  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  for  four  years  was  a  Trustee  of  his 
township,  and  for  about  ten  years  was  Township 
Clerk,  and  for  about  four  3-ears  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace. 
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eHARLES  F.  PRIEN,  a  leading  farmer  resid- 
.  ing  on  section  31,  Fulton  Township,  is  a 

_ /  Hawkeye  by  birth,  and  has  spent  his  entire 

life  in  this  State.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dav¬ 
enport,  Nov.  8,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Augustina  (Wagner)  Prien.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Prussia,  German}',  born  Jlay  30,  1817, 
and  when  quite  a  }roung  lad  emigrated  to  America, 
landing  at  Baltimore  on  the  day  of  the  celebration 
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of  independence,  1857,  after  having  been  on  the 
water  for  nine  weeks.  Going  directly  to  Chicago, 
Ill.,  he  remained  in  that  city  a  short  time,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Davenport,  where  he  contin¬ 
ued  to  reside  for  ten  years.  For  some  time  he  was 
employed  on  a  steamboat  on  the  Mississippi,  often 
receiving  $5  per  day.  While  in  Germany  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Augustina  Wagner,  and  to 
them  were  born  a  family  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  yet  living — Bertha,  Henry,  Lena,  Charles 
F.,  Amelia,  August  and  John.  Theodore  and  Will¬ 
iam  are  deceased. 

Our  subject  remained  in  Davenport  until  nine 
years  of  age,  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Muscatine  County,  locating  in  Montpelier  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  and  assisted  his  father  in  cultivating 
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that  farm  for  fifteen  years,  when  the  family  removed 
to  what  was  known  as  the  McGarvey  farm,  situated 
north  of  Pleasant  Prairie.  The  succeeding  four 
years  Charles  spent  under  the  paternal  roof,  and 
was  then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie 
Mohr,  a  daughter  of  Hans  and  Glashoff  Mohr,  their 
union  being  celebrated  on  the  12th  day  of  .Septem¬ 
ber,  1886.  The  lady  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  she  is  the  eldest,  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  being  Henry,  Lena,  Emma,  Ber¬ 
tha,  Cecelia,  Frederick,  Henry,  Rosa  and  May,  all 
of  whom  are  yet  living,  and  are  in  the  enjoyment 
of  good  health.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Prien  began  their  domestic  life  upon  the  old  Alfred 
Nye  farm,  where  they  still  continue  to  reside.  They 
are  numbered  among  the  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Fulton  Township,  and  are  greatly  esteemed  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

APT.  JOHN  W .  ANDERSON,  a  prominent 
(if  ^  fanner  residing  0n  section  30,  Sweetland 
Township,  was  born  March  13,  1834,  in 
Greene  County,  Ind.,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  V.  (Burkirk)  Anderson.  He  was  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  the 
other  members  were:  Mary,  Sarah,  Amanda  and  Jo¬ 
sephine.  In  1839  he  came  with  his  father  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  but  in  1843  returned  to  the  home 


of  his  boyhood,  where  he  remained  until  1857, 
when  he  again  returned  to  this  county,  and  has 
here  since  continued  to  reside.  In  the  month  of 
October,  1861,  he  wedded  Miss  Rosa,  daughter  of 
John  and  Rosalie  Beam,  of  Wilton,  Iowa.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  twentv-five 
years.  Mr.  Anderson  was  again  married.  Miss 
Irena  Colbert,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
Colbert,  becoming  his  wife.  To  them  have  been 
born  four  children:  Charles,  born  April  21,  1867; 
Noah  O.,  Jan.  21,  1873;  Nellie  May,  May  1,  1875, 
and  Lettie  E.,  June  9,  1880;  all  yet  at  home. 

Almost  before  the  echoes  of  the  guns  of  Ft. 
Sumter  had  died  away,  Mr.  Anderson  enlisted  in 
his  country’s  service  at  Boonville,  Mo.,  becoming 
a  member  of  Company  C,  1st  Iowa  Infantry,  June 
15,  1861.  The  regiment  was  stationed  at  Boon¬ 
ville,  Mo.,  marching  300  miles  overland  to  Lost 
Creek,  where  they  went  into  camp  near  that  city, 
remaining  there  about  ten  days,  after  which  time 
they  went  to  Dug  Springs,  about  thirty-five  miles 
distant,  where  they  engaged  in  a  heavy  skirmish. 
Returning  to  camp,  they  remained  there  until  the 
9th  of  August,  1861,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  met  the  enemy  at  Wilson’s  Creek,  where  an 
engagement  was  brought  on,  the  rebel  forces  being 
commanded  by  Gens.  Price  and  McCullough.  The 
Union  men  were  forced  to  retreat  to  Springfield, 
and  from  there  to  Rolla,  a  distance  of  125  miles. 
Remaining  at  Rolla  one  day,  they  then  proceeded 
to  St.  Louis  by  rail,  where,  their  three-months  term 
of  enlistment  having  expired,  they  were  discharged. 
Mr.  Anderson  arrived  at  home  Aug.  20,  1861,  and 
eight  days  later  responded  to  President  Lincoln’s 
call  for  300,000  volunteers,  and  on  September  28 
went  into  Camp  McClellan,  near  Davenport.  While 
there  he  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant  of 
Company  A,  11th  Iowa  Infantry,  under  Col.  A.  M. 
Hare.  With  the  regiment  he  went  on  the  steamer 
“Kate  Castle”  to  Benton  Barracks,  Mo.,  arriving 
there  in  November,  1861,  and  in  December  went 
by  rail  to  Jeffersonville,  in  the  same  State.  On  the 
24th  of  that  month  the  regiment  was  divided,  half 
of  it  going  to  California,  Mo.  Our  subject  was 
one  of  this  number,  and  remained  there  until  the 
10th  of  March,  1862,  at  which  time  he  was  ordered 
back  to  St.  Louis,  going  from  there  b}'  transports 
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to  the  seat  of  war.  He  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn.,  and  then  went  into 
camp,  remaining  until  the  morning  of  April  6, 
when  the  army  was  attacked  by  Gens.  Johnston 
and  Beauregard,  the  battle  of  Shiloh  then  taking 
place.  Mr.  Anderson  was  there  wounded  in  the 
left  temple,  causing  him  to  be  off  duty  thirty 
days.  Having  recovered  sufficiently,  he  joined  his 
regiment  and  participated  in  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
after  which,  in  the  month  of  September,  they 
marched  twenty  miles  to  Iuka.  Before  the  battle 
which  there  occurred  Lieut.  Anderson  was  com¬ 
missioned  Captain,  Aug.  20,  1862.  On  the  2d  of 
October  the  battle  of  Corinth  occurred,  and  later 
came  the  battle  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  which  was 
followed  by  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  The  regiment 
veteranized  at  N  icksburg,  and  then  proceeded  on 
the  Meridian  raid. 

In  March,  1864,  Capt.  Anderson  came  home  on 
a  veteran  furlough  with  the  veterans  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  then  went  to  Davenport,  where  he  took  the 
cars  for  Cairo,  Ill.,  from  there  went  to  Clifton, 
Tenn.,  thence  marched  to  Rome,  Ga.,  500  miles. 
Going  to  Kenesaw  Mountain,  he  joined  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  on  the  10th  of  June  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  battle  at  that  place.  Seven  days 
passed  and  another  engagement  was  brought  on, 
which  was  followed  by  the  battle  of  Atlanta,  July 
22,  and  the  battle  of  Ezra  Church  July  28.  After 
the  fall  of  Atlanta  the  army  went  into  camp,  and 
Capt.  Anderson  was  ordered  to  Camp  McClellan, 
Iowa,  to  take  charge  of  200  drafted  men,  with 
whom  he  returned  to  Marietta,  Ga.,  in  October. 
On  the  3d  of  November,  1864,  he  started  with 
Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea.  At 
the  fall  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  the  regiment  went  into 
camp  at  King’s  Bridge,  remaining  until  December 
18,  when  he  resigned  his  commission,  but  remained 
with  the  army  until  April,  1865,  and  then  took 
steamer  for  Fortress  Monroe.  The  vessel  was  ship¬ 
wrecked  at  Cape  Hatteras,  and  he  did  not  arrive  at 
Fortress  Monroe  until  the  8tli  of  April.  From 
there  he  went  to  Baltimore,  and  thence  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  then  returned  home,  having  spent  four 
years  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

Capt.  Anderson  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Muscatine.  Socially,  he  is  a 
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member  of  the  G.  A.  11.,  and  is  a  Master  Mason, 
lie  has  a  handsome  residence  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi,  commanding  a  view  of  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  landscapes  to  be  found  in  that 
valley.  His  farm  comprises  100  acres  of  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Since  his  return  from 
the  service  he  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  its 
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improvement. 

Excellent  portraits  of  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Anderson 
accompany  this  brief  sketch. 

INDLEY  HOOFES,  now  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  36,  Lake  Township,  is  numbered  among 
the  prominent  citizens  and  early  settlers  of 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  where  he  has  resided 
since  the  spring  of  1856.  He  was  born  in  New 
Garden  Township,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  5th  of 
September,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Hannah 
(Jones)  Hoopes.  He  traces  his  family  genealogy, 
on  his  father’s  side,  back  to  Israel  Hoopes,  who 
emigrated  from  England  in  company  with  William 
Penn,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  name  on  this 
continent.  So  far  as  is  known  all  the  families  of 
this  name  are  lineal  descendants  of  Israel  Hoopes 
and  his  large  family  of  sixteen  sons.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa., 
and  was  of  Welsh  origin,  her  ancestors  having  also 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  Colonial  times.  Isaac 
and  Hannah  Hoopes  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living :  Joseph  J.,  who  is  now  living  in  the 
city  of  Muscatine,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
one;  Phoebe,  wife  of  William  Mitchner,  of  Mahon¬ 
ing  County,  Ohio;  Lindley,  who  is  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth;  Eliza,  widow  of  William  Glass,  now 
residing  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.;  Reese  H.,  who 
is  a  resident  of  Sherman,  Kan.;  and  Mary,  widow 
of  Irskin  Baldwin,  of  Chester  County,  Pa,  Those 
of  the  family  now  deceased  are:  Griffith,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen;  Lydia  A.  died  when 
eighteen  months  old;  Chockley  H.,  who  died  in 
Mifflin  County,  aged  twenty-two;  Amy,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Abner  Eldridge,  died  in  Muscatine 
County;  Ezra  Mitchner  died  in  Mifflin  County, 
Pa.;  and  Rebecca,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
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Orr,  and  after  his  death  wedded  George  Thorne, 
died  at  Toronto,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  in  April,  1888. 
The  father  of  this  family  died  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-four,  and  the  mother  at  seventy-six.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  sin¬ 
cere  Christian  people,  who  were  greatly  beloved 
and  respected  for  their  many  noble  traits  of  char¬ 
acter. 

Our  subject  received  a  very  limited  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  years  left  the  parental  roof  to  begin 
the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  He  went  to  Mifflin 
County,  Pa.,  and  there  secured  employment  as  a 
farm  laborer  at  a  salary  of  $6  per  month,  for  a 
few  months,  and  the  following  winter  attended  a 
subscription  school  for  three  months,  after  which 
he  engaged  as  an  apprentice  to  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  In  the  winter  of  1834  he  went  to  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  County,  Pa.,  when  he  worked  under  in¬ 
structions  at  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade  until  the 
spring  of  1836,  when  he  started  for  the  West.  In 
company  with  two  other  young  men  he  reached 
Ottawa,  111.,  where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s 
trade  for  a  few  months,  and  then  traveled  through 
Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  on  his  return  trip 
to  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  where  he  arrived  in 
December,  1836.  During  that  winter  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  spring  he  embarked  in  the  furniture  business 
for  himself  at  Birmingham,  Pa. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1838,  at  Birmingham, 
Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.,  Mr.  Hoopes  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Addleman,  who  was  born 
in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  May  6,  1819,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Gano)  Addleman.  Nine 
children  have  graced  their  union:  William  H.,  of 
Muscatine,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
book;  Sarah  A.  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  William  Barck- 
ley;  John  A.  resides  with  his  parents,  and  is  in 
partnership  with  his  father  in  farming,  and  breeding 
heavy  draft  horses,  thoroughbred  Short-horn  Dur¬ 
ham  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs;  Joseph  E.  and 
Emerson  G.  are  residents  of  Muscatine,  and  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  firm  of  Hahn,  Hoopes  &  Co.  (see  no¬ 
tice  of  business  on  another  page) ;  and  Mary  C.  is 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Addison  Wood,  a  farmer  of  Sweet- 
’  land  Township.  One  child  died  in  infancy  un- 


229  1  > 


named;  Lindley  S.  died  Aug.  26,  1856,  and  Re¬ 
becca  0.  became  the  wife  of  Martin  Bartlett,  and 
died  in  Muscatine;  Feb.  25,  1870. 

Mr.  Hoopes  continued  his  business  in  Birmin»- 
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ham  until  the  spring  of  1839,  when  he  removed 
his  stock  to  W  arrior’s  Mark,  Pa.,  carrying  on  the 
business  there  until  about  the  year  1845,  when  he 
went  to  Clearfield  County,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  dam.  In 
1847  he  went  to  McYeytown,  Mifflin  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  engaged  in  building  canal  boats  until 
1850,  when  once  more  he  returned  to  Huntingdon 
County,  locating  in  Mechanicsville,  where  he  be¬ 
came  proprietor  of  a  hotel,  which  was  conducted 
on  temperance  principles.  Mr.  Hoopes  was  next 
employed  in  supplying  provisions  to  the  men  who 
were  building  the  tunnel  through  the  Alleghany 
Mountains,  and  after  that  was  completed  he  de¬ 
termined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  West,  and  started 
for  Iowa,  landing  in  Muscatine  County  in  the 
spring  of  1856.  For  two  years  he  followed  the 
trade  of  carpentering  with  his  brother  Joseph,  who 
was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  then,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  brother  Reese,  purchased  440  acres  of 
land,  which  has  since  been  divided.  On  a  Monday 
morning,  in  April,  in  the  year  1856,  Mr.  Hoopes 
began  the  erection  of  a  small  dwelling,  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  which  were  16x26  feet,  and  into  the  cabin 
the  family  moved  on  the  following  Thursday. 
The  first  barn  owned  by  our  subject  consisted  of 
four  poles  driven  into  the  ground,  and  covered  with 
hazel  brush.  Thus,  amid  the  inconveniences  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
one  of  the  best  homes  in  Lake  Township,  a  com¬ 
munity  which  is  noted  for  its  good  society  and 
high  morality,  there  never  having  been  a  drop  of 
liquor  sold  within  its  borders. 

As  time  rolled  on  and  the  farm  became  improved, 
their  circumstauces  grew  better,  and  their  wants  in¬ 
creased  with  their  wealth.  They  felt  the  need  of 
better  buildings,  and  the  rude  barn  and  pioneer’s 
shanty  were  replaced  with  a  large,  commodious'- 
barn,  and  a  costly  and  comfortable  dwelling. 
When  all  things  were  going  well  with  them,  and 
success  seemed  to  reward  their  every  effort,  an  un¬ 
expected  misfortune  suddenly  came  upon  them. 


On  the  3d  of  May,  1868,  a  destructive  cyclone 
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passed  through  the  neighborhood,  completely  de¬ 
stroying  the  barn  and  house  of  Mr.  Hoopes.  The 
family,  warned  of  their  danger  by  the  approaching 
cloud,  took  refuge  in  the  cellar,  and  escaped  with 
but  slight  injury.  Thus,  in  a  few  seconds,  about 
$8,000  worth  of  property  was  almost  totally  de¬ 
stroyed.  With  his  characteristic  energy  Mr.  Hoopes 
set  about  rebuilding,  and  soon  had  the  demolished 
buildings  replaced  with  others  as  good  or  better, 
built  upon  the  same  sites. 

From  their  early  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoopes 
have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Daily  surrounded  by  Christian  influence, 
the  children  have  followed  the  teachings  of  their 
parents,  and  have  become  earnest  Christian  men 
and  women,  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Hoopes  signed  a  total  absti¬ 
nence  pledge,  and  the  promise  then  made  has  ever 
been  regarded  with  the  most  sacred  honor.  In  him 
the  temperance  cause  has  found  a  most  faithful 
advocate.  Many  times  has  his  voice  been  heard 
publicly  pleading  with  others  to  forsake  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  and  in  defense  of  the  pro¬ 
hibitory  laws.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  party 
which  will  best  further  the  temperance  movement, 
and  his  interest  is  unflagging  in  the  promotion  of 
the  cause.  But  few  have  done  as  much,  and  none 
more,  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoopes  toward  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  social  and  moral  interests  of 
Muscatine  County,  where  for  thirty-four  years 
they  have  resided.  Landing  in  the  county  when  it 
was  wild  and  unsettled,  our  subject  at  once  began 
the  development  of  a  farm,  and  now  owns  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  homes  in  Lake  Township. 
Through  all  the  days  of  trials  and  hardships  he  was 
encouraged  and  aided  by  his  most  estimable  wife, 
who  has  shared  his  joys  and  sorrows  for  upward 
of  fifty  years,  and  has  truly  been  a  helpmate  to  him. 
His  farm  now  comprises  170  acres  of  well-cul¬ 
tivated  land,  which  is  stocked  with  a  fine  grade  of 
horses  and  cattle.  Mr.  Hoopes  has  ever  been  a 
leading  man  in  the  community:  he  has  been  hon¬ 
ored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  various  local  offices, 
and  in  1880  was  nominated  for  Congress  by  the 
Greenback  party,  and  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
Mr.  Hoopes  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Farmers’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
& 
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Company  of  Muscatine  County,  was  one  of  its  in¬ 
corporators,  and  has  most  of  the  time  since  served 
on  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  is  now  President  of 
the  company.  Having  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  the  county  for  over  thirty-four  years, 
this  sketch  of  himself  and  family  will  be  gladly  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  people  of  the  community,  and  de¬ 
serves  an  honored  place  in  this  volume. 


V 


1LLIAM  C.  BATTY,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  this  county,  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  19,  Sweetland  Township,  was  born 
in  Addison  County,  Vt.,  Dec.  3,  1824,  and  there 
orew  to  manhood.  Choosing  medicine  as  his 

o 

profession,  he  entered  the  Medical  College  at 
Worcester,  Mass.,  being  graduated  from  that  in¬ 
stitution  in  the  class  of  ’48.  After  completing 
his  studies  he  began  practicing  in  Monkton,  Addi¬ 
son  County,  remaining  there  for  seven  years,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1855  he  left  his  native  State  and  re¬ 
moved  to  Iowa,  settling  in  the  northern  part  of 
Winneshiek  County,  where  he  continued  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  for  nineteen  years.  To  him 
that  county  owes  much  of  her  present  prosperity. 
In  the  early  days  of  his  residence  there,  there  was 
no  other  physician  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
he  would  often  have  to  ride  forty  miles  to  see  a  pa¬ 
tient,  driving  home  over  the  unfenced  prairies  by 
night,  guided  only  by  the  stars.  He  established  the 
first  post-office  at  Hesper,  and  mail  route  connect¬ 
ing  that  place  with  Burr  Oak,  and  served  as  its 
Postmaster  for  fourteen  years,  at  which  time  he  re¬ 
signed  the  position.  Although  he  did  notenter  the 
ranks  during  the  late  war  the  Union  cause  had  no 
more  loyal  advocate  than  Dr.  Batty.  He  remained 
at  home,  and  during  the  four  long  years  of  that 
terrible  struggle  he  cared  for  the  families  of  the 
soldiers,  receiving  no  fee  for  his  labors,  not  only 
leaving  with  the  sick  the  medicine  to  cure  the  dis¬ 
ease,  but  a  kind  word  or  a  little  gift  always  went 
with  it.  No  truer  friends  can  anywhere  be  found 
than  those  to  whom  the  Doctor  ministered  when 
their  husbands,  fathers,  brothers  and  sons  were 
fighting  on  the  Southern  battle-fields. 

Leaving  Winneshiek  County  after  a  residence  of 
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nineteen  years,  Dr.  Batty  then  went  to  Topeka, 
Kan.,  and  there  dealt  in  musical  instruments  for  a 
short  time,  but  as  the  business  was  not  a  paying 
one  he  abandoned  it,  and  removed  with  his  family 
to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  in  1873.  Residing  in  the  city 
until  the  fall  of  1874,  he  then  removed  to  his  coon- 
try  residence  in  Swcetland  Township,  the  farm  for¬ 
merly  owned  by  Albert  Tebbets,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  farming  and  also  in  the  practice  of 


medicine. 

On  the  17th  of  July,  1845,  in  Addison  County, 
Yt.,  Dr.  Batty  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Louisa  B.,  daughter  of  James  and  Ruth  Chase,  and 
to  them  were  born  a  family  of  seven  children, 
though  three  are  now  deceased  :  William  E.,  the  eld¬ 
est,  born  Dec.  14,  1849,  is  engaged  in  teaching  music 
in  Muscatine;  James  H.,  born  May  28,  1852,  who 


was  a  partner  of  his  elder  brother  and  one  of  the 
highly  respected  young  men  of  the  city,  died  July 
19,  1887  ;  Amos  E.  and  Eddie  C.  died  in  Winneshiek 
County  in  childhood  ;  Frank  H.,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  Hodgeman  County,  Kan.,  is  the  owner  of 
400  acres  of  land,  and  engages  extensively  in  stock- 
raising,  and  is  pursuing  the  study  of  medicine; 
Willard  A.,  born  Oct.  14,  1868,  residing  at  home, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Muscatine  High  School;  and 
Grace  L.,  who  was  born  July  13,  1 872,  is  in  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  same  school.  On  the  loth  of  January, 
1880,  Dr.  Batty  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  his  wife.  She  was  a  lady  beloved  by  all  who 
knew  her;  her  hospitality  and  kindness  won  her 
many  friends;  in  her  home  the  weary  ones  found 
rest,  and  those  in  distress  were  comforted.  The 
Doctor  was  again  married,  Feb.  27,  1881,  becom¬ 
ing  the  husband  of  Emma  C.  Pace,  daughter  of  M. 
P.  Pace,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Sweetland 
Township,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union:  Mary  E.  L.,  born  Aug.  18,  1884,  and  Alice 
H.,  Nov.  21,  1887. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Dr.  Batty  has  always 
been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  also  strong  in  his  support  of  the  prohibitory 
law.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  tem¬ 
perance  work,  and  was  a  member  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  known  as  the  Washingtonian  Temperance  Men. 

'  r  In  1856,  when  the  Republicans  nominated  John  C. 
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Fremont  as  their  candidate  for  President,  he  took 
an  active  part  in  the  canvass  in  Winneshiek  County, 
and  has  ever  possessed  a  controlling  influence  in 
the  community  where  he  resides.  Mrs.  Batty  is  his 
co-worker  in  behalf  of  the  temperance  cause,  is  a 
member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  in  which  organization 
she  is  Local,  County  and  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Benedict  Home  work,  and  is  one  of  the  earnest 
Christian  workers  of  this  section. 

Dr.  William  C.  Batty  traces  his  ancestry  back  for 
upward  of  two  centuries.  His  paternal  ancestors 
were  from  the  northern  part  of  England,  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  country  in  Colonial  days,  probably 
late  in  the  seventeenth  or  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  as  we  find  that  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  this  country,  Samson  Batty,  settled  in  Jamestown 
on  Connecticut  Island,  and  one  of  his  sons  was 
there  married  to  Margaret  Cass  on  the  1 5th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1707.  Nicholas  Batty,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  was  of  the  fifth  generation  ;  he  was  born 
on  the  29th  of  October,  1758,  and  died  on  the 
23d  of  February,  1847.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  He  afterward  became  a 
Quaker.  On  the  5th  of  February,  1784,  he  was  i 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Thankful  Baker,  who 
was  of  English  descent.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Lydia,  Joel,  Ezra,  Joanna,  Benja¬ 
min,  Joseph,  and  Amos,  who  was  the  father  of  Will¬ 
iam  C.  Amos  was  born  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1800.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  and  a  preacher  for  that  denomination. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ruth  Carpen¬ 
ter,  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Hannah  Carpenter. 
Their  children  were  nine  in  number,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living,  three  sons  and  two  daughters :  Lydia 
is  the  wife  of  William  F.  Hoyt,  of  LaCrosse,  Wis. ; 
William  C.  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Lucy  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  C.  Morrison,  and  resides  at  Red 
Bluff,  Cal. ;  Zeno  C.  is  a  resident  of  Hesper,  Iowa, 
and  is  a  Quaker  preacher,  and  James  II.,  also  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Hesper.  Four  children  died  in  Vermont. 
Amos  Batty  became  a  resident  of  Iowa  in  1856, 
and  settled  in  Hesper,  Winneshiek  County,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Cct.  30, 
1872,  his  wife  having  departed  this  life  about  four- 
years  previously. 

The  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject,  the  Car  j 
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pen  ter  family,  are  able  to  trace  their  family  gen¬ 
ealogy  back  to  Richard  Carpenter,  who  lived  about 
1638  in  Wales.  His  brother,  William  Carpenter, 
amassed  a  very  large  fortune  in  Wales.  He  was  a 
ship  chandler,  and  died  intestate  in  1700,  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  and  his  will  bears  date  of  1684.  His 
estate  was  valued  at  40,000,000  pounds  sterling, 
which  amount  is  in  the  Bank  of  England  awaiting 
claimants.  The  Carpenter  family,  of  which  Mrs. 
Batty,  the  mother  of  Dr.  Batty,  was  a  member,  are 
ainone  tbe  claimants  for  this  vast  estate,  and  they 
have  succeeded  in  tracing  their  heirship  back  to 
Richard,  who  is  proved  to  be  a  brother  of  a  Will¬ 
iam  Carpenter  and  supposed  to  be  a  son  of  Ezra, 
but  they  have  not  established  tbe  fact  that  be  was 
tbe  William  who  left  the  large  estate. 

This  Carpenter  family  was  established  on  this  con¬ 
tinent  by  three  brothers,  Ephraim,  Josiah  and  Tim¬ 
othy,  who  sailed  from  Bristol,  England,  for  New 
York,  in  the  barque  “Reindeer,”  in  1678,  and  set¬ 
tled  on  Long  Island  and  bought  an  extensive  tract 
of  land  from  the  natives,  at  or  near  what  is  now 
Jerusalem  in  Hempstead,  Queens  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Batty  was  in  early  life  a  "NV  hig,  but  a  short 
time  previous  to  the  disruption  of  that  party  he  be¬ 
came  identified  with  the  Free-Soil  party,  and  on  the 
formation  of  tbe  Republican  party  he  became  a 
member  of  that  party,  and  has  acted  with  it  since. 
The  Doctor  while  in  Winneshiek  County  took  the 
census  on  two  different  occasions,  and  once  in  tbe 
township  where  he  resides.  Fie  has  been  a  Justice 
of  tbe  Peace  for  six  years.  He  is  a  member  of  tbe 
Society  of  Friends,  and  is  an  earnest  worker  in 
Sabbath-school  work,  being  the  Superintendent  and 
a  Bible  Class  teacher  in  the  Friends’  Church  in 
Sweetland  Township. 
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j  DAM  DRUMM,  a  representative  farmer  of 
Montpelier  Township,  residing  on  section 
2,  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1833,  and  is  a 
v/j  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  E.  Drumm.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  left  tbe  parental  roof,  and 
bidding  good-by  to  friends  and  native  land,  in 
company  with  bis  brother  Theobold  crossed  the 
broad  Atlantic  to  America.  Landing  in  New  York 


he  then  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  any¬ 
thing  which  he  could  find  to  do,  receiving  only 
fifty'  cents  per  day  for  the  first  year.  He  then  went 
to  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  where  be  boarded  a  steamer 
for  Fairport,  Iowa,  but  before  reaching  his  destina¬ 
tion  tbe  vessel  struck  a  rock  and  was  disabled. 
Mr.  Drumm  then  had  to  walk  tbe  distance  to  Fair- 
port,,  whence  be  proceeded  to  tbe  farm  of  Jacob 
Eis,  where  be  remained  for  about  two  weeks. 
He  was  then  employed  as  a  farm  band  by  Vincent 
Chambers,  a  well-known  pioneer  of  Muscatine 
County,  with  whom  be  worked  for  about  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  rented  a 
farm  in  Montpelier  Township,  and  shortly  after¬ 
ward  purchased  bis  present  farm,  comprising  120 
acres,  for  which  he  paid  $1,550,  then  considered  a 
high  price  for  real  estate.  No  improvements  had 
been  made  upon  the  land,  unless  we  except  a  little 
log  shanty  that  bad  been  built,  but  he  immediately 
began  its  cultivation,  and  soon  had  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  township.  But  a  short  time  had 
passed  when  be  purchased  another  farm  of  220  acres, 
in  Wilton  Township,  at  a  cost  of  $10,500,  which  is 
now  being  cultivated  by  his  two  sons,  Henry  and 
Fritz.  He  has  also  added  to  his  original  purchase, 
bis  lands  now  aggregating  500  acres,  situated  in 
one  of  the  richest  farming  districts  of  Iowa.  The 
little  cabin  has  long  since  been  replaced  by  a  more 
commodious  residence,  the  barns  and  out-buildings 
are  models  of  convenience,  and  everything  about 
the  place  denotes  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the 
owner. 

In  1  860  Mr.  Drumm  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dipple,  widow  of  Adam  Dipple,  and 
a  daughter  of  Conrad  Brown,  who  wras  a  native  of 
Germany.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  :  Martin,  her  eldest  brother,  died  in  Germany; 
Dora  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Morter,  a  resident  of 
Buffalo  Township,  Scott  County;  August,  her 
youngest  brother,  came  to  America  in  1855,  settling 
in  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  chopping  wood 
for  a  year,  as  he  could  secure  no  other  employment. 
He  then  came  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  purchas¬ 
ing  a  farm  in  Montpelier  Township,  where  be  still 
resides. 

By  her  first  union  Mrs.  Drumm  was  tbe  mother 
of  two  children:  Conrad,  who  was  born  in  Germany; 
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and  Frederick,  who  was  born  in  Illinois,  in  1856. 
Nine  children  grace  her  second  union:  Louisa,  who 
was  born  in  1860;  Henry,  in  1861;  Jacob,  in  1864; 
Adam,  in  1866;  August,  in  1868;  Minnie,  in  1871; 
Peter,  in  1873;  Mary,  in  1876,  and  Sarah,  in  1879. 

Mr.  Drumm  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  for  by  his  own  efforts  of  industry, 
perseverance  and  economy  he  has  gained  a  com¬ 
fortable  competence,  such  as  will  enable  him  in  his 
declining  years  to  lay  aside  the  cares  and  labors  of 
this  life,  and  pass  his  last  days  in  peace  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  little  fortune.  His  honorable, 
upright  course  of  life  since  coming  to  Muscatine 
County  has  won  him  many  friends,  and  he  has  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  several  official 
positions  of  trust.  He  served  as  Road  Supervisor 
for  twenty  years,  was  School  Trustee  for  three 
'rears,  and  is  at  present  Treasurer  of  the  School 
Board.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
ready  supporter,  and  to  all  his  children  he  has 
given  good  educational  advantages,  such  as  will  fit 
them  for  the  practical  duties  of  this  life.  He  was 
formerly  a  Republican,  but  now  supports  the 
Democratic  party,  though  in  local  affairs  he  sup¬ 
ports  the  best  men  regardless  of  party.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Drumm  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


AJ.  JOHN  SHERFEY,  deceased,  was  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  county,  and 
resided  on  section  21,  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  near 
the  famous  Gettysburg  battle-ground,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  After  reaching  his  majority  he 
went  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  afterward  en¬ 
gaged  in  some  wholesale  business  for  a  short  time, 
after  which  he  sailed  to  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  to 
superintend  a  cargo.  He  there  remained  until  he 
had  disposed  of  his  goods,  enjoying  all  the  luxu¬ 
ries  of  the  Southern  gentry,  and  was  on  that  island 
when  the  news  reached  him  that  the  slaves  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  by  a  decree  of  England,  had  been  freed. 
Returning  to  his  home  he  later  emigrated  to  La- 
Fayette,  Ind.,  being  accompanied  by  his  brother 
Solomon,  and  there  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and 
milling  business.  He  was  very  successful  in  that 
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State,  and  accumulated  considerable  property.  In 
1837  he  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Iowa,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Wyoming,  Muscatine  County,  where  he 
followed  the  same  line  of  work  in  which  he  was 
engaged  in  Indiana.  While  in  that  village  he  was 
commissioned  Postmaster  under  the  administration 
of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  continued  to  hold  that  office 
for  several  years.  After  three  years’  residence  in 
Wyoming  Mr.  Sherfey  removed  to  the  farm  in 
Sweetland  Township,  which  continued  to  be  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb.  12,  1871. 
The  farm  now  comprises  388  acres  of  arable  land 
in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  regarded  as  the 
best  stock  farm  in  the  county.  The  cattle,  horses 
and  hogs  are  all  of  the  best  grades,  and  the  barns 
and  other  out-buildings  which  shelter  them  from 
the  winter’s  storms  are  models  of  convenience. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  1837,  Maj.  Sherfey  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  P.  A.  Adams,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Robert 
B.  and  Patience  (Hall)  Adams,  the  former  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Trenton, 
N.  J.  In  her  school  days  for  about  a  year  Mrs. 
Sherfey  attended  a  school  taught  by  Allan  G. 
Thurman,  the  late  candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency 
on  the  Democratic  ticket.  Six  children  grace  the 
union  of  this  worthy  couple,  all  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing:  Virginia  E.,  born  in  1839,  was  educated  at 
Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon,  is  now  married,  and 
resides  in  Washington  County,  Iowa;  Georgie  M., 
born  in  1841,  is  married  and  resides  in  Chicago, 
where  she  was  living  during  the  time  of  the  great 
fire  in  1871;  Niles,  born  in  1843,  is  now  residing 
at  home;  Alice  M.,  born  in  1846,  is  the  wife  of 
James  Graham,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Lou  C.,  born 
in  1851,  is  a  very  accomplished  lady,  was  educated 
in  a  convent  at  Davenport,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
A.  E.  Van  Camp,  of  Highmore,  Dak.;  Eldridge  R., 
born  in  1855,  is  an  accomplished  scholar,  a  graduate 
of  Cornell  College,  Mt.  Vernon,  and  also  of  the 
Commercial  School  at  Davenport.  The  children  of 
this  family  have  all  received  splendid  educational 
advantages,  and  are  capable  of  filling  t 
responsible  positions. 

For  several  years  Maj.  Sherfey  served  as 
Surveyor,  during  which  time  he  laid  out  : 
the  public  roads  of  the  county.  He  was  foi 
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years  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  contributed  largely  to  the  building  of  Oakdale 
Church,  which  was  afterward  moved  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  county,  and  is  now  called  North  Prairie 
Church.  lie  was  appointed  Major  of  the  1st  Iowa 
Militia  bj7  Gov.  Dodge,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  office  faithfully  and  promptly. 

Maj.  Sherfey  was  a  man  well  informed  on  all  the 
issues  of  the  day,  and  was  always  regarded  as  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  county.  lie  gave  liberally  of  his  means  in 
support  of  any  enterprise  which  had  for  its  object 
the  good  of  the  community,  and  was  universally 
respected  by  all  with  whom  business  or  social  rela¬ 
tions  brought  him  in  contact.  His  death  was  uni¬ 
versally  mourned  by  family  and  friends  alike. 


< 

4 


VwjOIIN  ADDLEMAN,  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  and  a 
'  farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section 
33,  Lake  Township,  was  born  in  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.,  dan  20,  1822.  Ilis  parents,  John  and 
Sarah  (Ganoe)  Addleman,  were  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  became  residents  of  Huntingdon 
County  at  an  early  day.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  For  many  years  he  predicted  that 
there  would  be  a  war  caused  by  slavery,  but  always 
said  that  he  would  never  live  until  that  time.  His 
prediction  proved  true,  his  death  occurring  in  1859, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Ilis  Avife,  who  Avas 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  died  several  years  later. 

In  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county 
John  Addleman  received  his  education.  He  Avas 
I’eared  upon  a  farm,  and  his  whole  life  has  been 
spent  in  cultivating  the  soil.  In  1844  he  Avas 
united  in  marriage,  becoming  the  husband  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Freeman,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  County,  Pa.,  born  June  24,  1820,  and  a 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Matilda  (McQuillin)  Free¬ 
man,  both  of  Pennsylvania  birth.  By  the  union  of 
this  worthy  couple  nine  children  Avere  born:  As- 
bury  1).,  Avlio  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Lake  Town¬ 
ship;  Matilda  became  the  AA'ife  of  Ira  Buck,  and  to 
them  Avere  born  two  children,  Harry  E.  and  Es- 


tella  M.,  but  after  his  death  she  wedded  Henry 
Altekruse;  Andrew  P.  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Lake 
Township;  Mary  E.  has  for  a  number  of  years  been 
a  successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools;  Albert 
F.  is  noAv  deceased;  Rachel  E.  became  the  Avife  of 
W.  P.  Anthony,  County  Clerk  of  Clay  County, 

Kan.;  Dorsey  B.  is  at  home;  William  is  a  farmer 
of  Louisa  County,  IoAva;  and  Elmer  E.  is  deceased. 

In  1866  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Addleman  left  their  native 
State,  and  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
was  but  partially  improved,  on  section  33,  Lake 
Township.  In  1877  the  commodious  residence  was 
erected,  since  which  time  many  other  beautiful  and 
useful  improvements  have  been  made.  To  the 
original  purchase  of  eighty  acres  Mr.  Addleman 
has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  has  in 
his  possession  312  acres,  all  of  which  are  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs. 
Addleman  w^as  one  of  the  most  devoted  Avorkers  in 
that  denomination,  and  for  tAventy  years  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school.  At  her  death,  which 
occurred  Aug.  30, 1887,  the  High  Prairie  Methodist 
Episcopal  Sunday-school  passed  the  following  pre¬ 
amble  and  resolutions  in  token  of  the  respect  and 
esteem  in  which  she  Avas  held: 

"Whereas,  as  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  has 
seen  fit  to  call  to  her  long  home  our  beloved  sister, 
and  in  her  death  our  school  has  been  bereft  of  a 
most  faithful  worker,  and  one  ayIio  for  twenty  years 
has  been  the  infant-class  teacher,  thus  making  her 
the  earliest  teacher  of  almost  the  entire  young 
members  of  the  school — she  iioav  rests  from  her 
labors,  and  her  works  do  follow  her;  therefore,  be  it 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  humbly  bow  to  the  Divine 
will  of  Him  who  has  called  in  this  sad  bereavement, 
and  thank  Him  for  such  a  life  in  our  midst. 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  will  cherish  her  memory,  and 
earnestly  strive  to  work  for  the  Master  she  delighted 
to  serve. 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy 
to  her  family  and  friends,  and  a  copy  of  these  reso¬ 
lutions  be  given  them,  and  also  be  placed  in  the 
minutes  of  our  Sunday-school.” 

Mrs.  Addleman  was  also  active  in  the  W.  C.  T. 

U.,  and  under  her  teachings  many  were  led  to  seek  1  r 
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tlie  way  of  a  true  life.  In  all  her  efforts  she  was 
ably  seconded  and  aided  by  her  loving  husband, 
and  the  children,  profiting  by  the  example  of  their 
parents,  and  surrounded  by  a  blessed  Christian 
influence,  have  all  accepted  Christ  as  their  Saviour. 
Politically,  Mr.  Addleman  is  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  held  various  of¬ 
fices  in  his  township. 

- - — - 


H.  PATTERSON,  deceased,  was  numbered 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county, 
'll  He  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  Oct. 
\^)19,  1817,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age 
followed  the  tide  of  human  emigration  which  was 
steadily  flowing  westward,  and  cast  his  lot  with  the 
early  settlers  of  Muscatine  County.  The  following- 
year  he  secured  wwk  with  Asa  Craig,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  great  commonwealth,  who  was  then 
residing  in  Moscow.  From  that  date  until  his 
death,  Dec.  30,  1863,  he  made  his  home  in  this 
region,  cheerfully  enduring  the  labor  and  hardships 
of  frontier  life  in  those  earlier  years,  then  slowljr 
gained,  by  good  management  and  enterprise,  a  com¬ 
petence,  which  enables  his  widow  to  rest  secure 
from  toil  and  labor  in  her  declining  years.  During 
his  residence  here  he  won  the  love  and  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  and  in  his  death 
all  felt  that  they  had  lost  a  friend. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  1845,  Mr.  Patterson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Laura  L.  Nye,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  Nye,  the  first  man  who  settled  with 
his  family  in  Muscatine  County.  He  was  born 
Nov.  3,  1796,  in  Montpelier,  Yt.,  and  on  emigrat¬ 
ing  to  Iowa  took  up  his  location  at  the  mouth  of 
Pine  Creek.  He  it  was  who  established  in  those 
early  days  many  of  the  most  important  industries 
of  the  county.  He  laid  out  the  town  now  known  as 
Montpelier,  built  a  store,  in  which  trade  was  car¬ 
ried  on  with  the  Indians,  they  giving  furs  in  return 
for  goods  received.  The  nearest  market  place  at 
that  time  was  at  St.  Louis,  and  as  Mr.  Nye  had  no 
one  to  help  him  in  the  store  it  was  veiy  hard  for 
him  to  leave  his  business.  He  also  built  three  mills 
on  Pine  Creek,  the  only  ones  built  in  that  region, 
in  1834.  Many  other  important  lines  of  business 


were  established  by  him  and  carried  on  successfully, 
thus  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  county.  Al¬ 
though  in  limited  circumstances  on  his  arrival  he 
overcame  all  difficulties  by  his  indomitable  en- 
ergy,  until  at  length  fortune  smiled  upon  his  efforts, 
and  he  was  soon  able  to  build  a  fine  flouring-mill 
at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  After  operating  his  first  saw¬ 
mill  for  some  months  he  converted  it  into  a  flouring- 
mill,  which  received  the  patronage  of  the  settlers 
for  miles  around.  The  mention  of  this  old  mill 
will  no  doubt  recall  to  the  minds  of  our  readers 
many  pleasant  recollections  of  days  gone  by.  It 
still  stands  on  Pine  Creek,  a  picturesque  object  in 
that  beautiful  landscape,  and  one  of  the  few  relics 
of  pioneer  days  that  remain.  Mr.  Nye  was  also  the 
first  Postmaster  of  Montpelier,  and  held  that  office 
until  1845. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  was 
begun  upon  a  farm,  and  eight  children  were  born 
to  them  in  this  county:  Benjamin  F.  N.,  born  Dec. 
9,  1845,  became  the  husband  of  Mary  Keene,  and 
is  now  living  in  Glendale,  Colo.;  George  A.,  born 
April  9,  1848;  Lemuel  S.,  born  Oct.  12,  1851,  and 
Viola  L.,  born  March  3,  1854,  are  all  now  deceased; 
Laura  B.,  born  Sept.  13,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Campbell,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Au¬ 
dubon  County,  Iowa;  Pina  F.,  born  Jan.  10,  1859, 
wedded  Samuel  Gardiner,  also  a  resident  farmer  of 
Audubon  County;  Robert  S.,  born  March  20.  1861, 
is  deceased,  and  Charles  M.,  born  Sept.  2,  1863,  is 
the  husband  of  Amanda  Funk,  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Patterson  was  a 
Republican,  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  that  party.  He  was  always  in  the  advance 
in  any  movement  of  social,  educational  or  moral 
reform,  and  Muscatine  County  owes  him  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  his  untiring  efforts  in  promoting  her 
best  interests.  The  rising  generation  can  hardly 
realize  in  what  a  wild  and  unsettled  condition  the 
country  was  a  few  short  years  ago,  for  the  labors 
of  its  pioneers  have  made  great  and  rapid  changes, 
and  placed  it  upon  a  par  with  any  in  the  State. 
Mrs.  Patterson  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  for  twenty-three  }Tears,  and  has  al¬ 
ways  been  actively  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
orginization.  To  the  ladies  of  the  church  is  due 


V 


] 

k  238 

MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 

almost  the  entire  honor  of  having  their  house  of 

and  some  corn.  The  next  spring  he  traded  his  cow 

worship  erected,  and  for  this  end  Mrs.  Patterson 

for  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  began  breaking  prairie,  re- 

was 

an  almost  indefatiguable  worker.  She  is  now 

ceiving  from  $225  to  $250  each  summer, being  thus 

residing  at  her  pleasant  home  on  section  36,  Sweet- 

engaged  for  five  years.  In  1 859  he  rented  a  20-acre 

lane 

Township,  where  she  owns  a  good  farm  of  140 

tract  of  land,  which  he  planted  in  wheat,  giving  half 

acres,  and  is  living  a  quiet  and  retired  life,  being 

of  the  crop  in  payment.  The  next  year  he  pur- 

the  oldest  living  settler  in  Muscatine  County.  Ac- 

chased  a  thrashing-machine,  which  he  ran  for  about 

companying  this  brief  sketch  of  a  worthy  pioneer 

three  years  and  then  sold. 

family  are  given  the  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pat- 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1862,  Mr.  Will  and  Miss 

terson,  who  were  truly  pioneers. 

Mary  A.  McCoy  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was 

^ 

born  in  Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1839,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elsie  (Risdin)  McCoy, 
the  father  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  mother  of 

S' 

jOIIN  A.  WILL,  a  prominent  farmer  residing 

New  York.  Her  mother  died  when  Mrs.  Will  was 

on  section  25,  Lake  Township,  deserves  es- 

quite  young,  but  her  father  is  now  engaged  in  farm- 

pecial  mention  in  the  history  of  Muscatine 

ing  in  Lake  Township.  After  their  marriage  the 

1  County.  One  of  its  self-made  men,  he  has 

young  couple  rented  a  room  from  the  good  wife  of 

done  all  in  his  power  to  advance  its  interests,  and 

Mrs.  Will’s  uncle,  Henry  McCoy,  and  there  they 

has  since  May,  1844,  been  identified  with  its  growth 

began  their  domestic  life.  Making  that  their  home 

and 

prosperity.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 

until  the  following  fall,  a  small  building  was  rented 

born  in  Cumberland  County,  Nov.  17,  1836,  and  is 

of  Mr.  Haroff  for  the  winter  of  1862,  and  in  the 

a  son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Wizere)  Will,  the  for- 

following  spring  Mr.  Will  rented  a  farm  of  320 

mer 

a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 

acres,  only  fifty  of  which  were  under  cultivation, 

Switzerland.  At  the  early  age  of  three  months  he 

his  lease  covering  a  period  of  four  years.  The  first 

was 

deprived  of  a  mother’s  care,  and  after  her  death 

year  the  crops  were  almost  a  failure,  but  he  had  to 

was 

reared  by  a  family  by  the  name  of  Sheely.  He 

paycash  rent  to  the  amount  of  $150;  the  second 

was 

the  youngest  of  five  children,  namely:  Mary, 

year  he  cultivated  eighty  acres,  paying  $250  rent. 

who 

is  now  deceased ;  Henry,  a  resident  of  Decatur, 

In  1860  he  first  began  dealing  in  cattle,  and  two 

Ill.; 

Catherine,  widow  of  John  Hover,  who  makes 

years  later  made  his  first  sale.  His  first  purchase  of 

her  home  with  her  children  in  Decatur;  and  Eliza- 

land  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1867,  and  consisted  of 

beth.  wife  of  Isaac  Weaver,  a  liveryman  of  Nor- 

160  acres  in  Lake  Township,  most  of  which  was  in 

wich,  Kan..  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 

a  raw  state,  only  twenty-five  acres  having  been 

1842,  in  Richland  County,  Ohio.  His  whole  life 

broken.  He  immediately  began  the  improvement 

was  spent  in  farming. 

of  the  land,  and  also  added  to  the  original  purchase 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  begun  in  the 

until  he  owned  1 40  acres  in  one  body,  and  220  acres 

schools  of  his  native  county,  but  in  May,  1844,  he 

a  half-mile  north  of  that  tract.  He  there  made  his 

came  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Sheelv  to  Bloomington, 

home  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  removed  to 

now 

the  city  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  his  studies 

his  present  fine  farm  of  267  acres  on  section  25,  for 

were  completed.  Makin  his  home  with  Mr.  Sheely 

which  he  paid  $12,250.  He  also  purchased  eighty 

until  1858,  he  then  began  working  for  $16  per 

acres  on  section  23,  and  has  now  1,117  acres,  all  in 

month.  He  had  agreed  to  work  for  two  months, 

Lake  Township.  During  all  these  years  Mr.  Will 

but  thinking  that  he  could  never  accumulate  any- 

has  been  extensively  engaged  in  buying  and  ship- 

thing  at  that  rate,  he  quit  that  employment  and 

ping  stock.  The  largest  part  of  his  land  is  used  for 

made  a  contract  for  cutting  wood  and  posts  during 

pasturage,  and  he  now  sells  an  average  of  1,500 

the  winter,  receiving  as  a  compensation  for  his  labor 

head  of  cattle  annually,  and  also  pays  the  highest 

at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per  cord  for  the  wood,  and 

market  price  for  stock. 

1 

|  seventy -five  cents  per  hundred  for  the  posts,  a  cow 

Beginning  life  in  limited  circumstances,  having  i 

/ 
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nothing  but  the  clothes  upon  his  back,  Mr.  Will  has 
steadily  worked  his  way  upward  until  he  is  now  one 
of  the  largest  land-owners  and  stock-dealers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County.  His  strong  determination  to  suc¬ 
ceed,  combined  with  his  energy,  his  enterprise  and 
his  natural  business  ability,  has  made  his  life  a  suc¬ 
cess,  while  his  honesty  and  fair  dealing  have  won 
him  the  confidence  of  all,  and  his  word  is  as  good 
as  his  bond.  Although  his  attention  has  been  largely 
taken  up  by  his  business  interests,  Mr.  Will  has  yet 
found  time  to  fill  various  township  offices,  the  du¬ 
ties  of  which  he  has  performed  with  fidelity  and 
promptness.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  since  been  an  ardent  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church,  though  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  yet  he  has  al¬ 
ways  given  liberally  to  the  support  of  Christian  de¬ 
nominations,  and  toward  the  building  up  of  the 
cause  of  Christ  on  earth. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  nine  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  :  Chester,  who  wedded  Miss 
Della  Barnard,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Lake  Township;  Susan  F.  is  at  home;  Charles  be¬ 
came  the  husband  of  Miss  Amanda  Fletcher,  and  is 
also  a  farmer  of  Lake  Township ;  Edward,  Joseph, 
Elsie,  Webster  and  Herbert,  all  of  whom  are  at 
home;  and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy. 


P.  PACE,  a  leading  farmer  residing  on 
section  11,  Sweetland  Township,  is  one  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  Muscatine  County, 
of  which  he  became  a  resident  in  1835.  He 
was  born  in  Virginia,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1815. 
His  parents,  M.  P.  and  Nancy  (Richards)  Pace,  had 
a  family  of  seven  children,  namely:  Joseph,  F.  A., 
Frank,  M.  P.,  Jane,  Elizabeth  and  John.  When 
our  subject  was  four  years  of  age  the  family  re¬ 
moved  to  Washington  County,  Ky.,  there  residing 
until  1831,  when  thej-  became  residents  of  Morgan 
County,  Ill.  Securing  a  farm,  the  father  engaged 
in  its  cultivation  for  three  years,  when,  accom¬ 
panied  b}7  his  family  he  went  to  Warren  County, 
Ill.,  remaining  there  until  the  fall  of  1835.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Pace  came  to  Iowa,  bringing  with 
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him  our  subject  to  aid  in  surveying  the  land  for  a 
claim.  They  returned  for  the  family  in  May,  1836, 
when  they  took  up  their  permanent  residence  in  the 
northern  part  of  Muscatine  Country.  By  hard 
labor  the  land  was  cleared,  and  a  comfortable  home 
secured,  but  in  1846  the  death  angel  visited  the 
pioneer  cabin,  taking  from  it  the  loving  mother. 
Ten  years  passed,  and  then  Mr.  Pace  too  was 
called  to  his  final  home. 

On  the  2d  day  of  April,  1843,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Amanda  Chambers,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Anderson)  Cham¬ 
bers.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
born  June  5,  1793,  and.  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  of  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812,  spent  most 
of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits,  though  he  took 
great  interest  in  the  various  business  enterprises  of 
his  sons.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  Feb.  17, 
1814,  with  Sarah  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Madi¬ 
son  Count}’,  Ky.,  Ma}r  3,  1795.  She  was  a  near 
relative  of  Col.  Anderson,  who  belonged  to  Gen. 
Washington’s  staff,  and  was  also  related  to  Gen. 
Anderson,  one  of  the  heroes  of  Ft.  Sumter.  For 
several  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  resided  in 
Kentucky,  and  then  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
they  made  their  home  for  twenty-one  years.  In 
1836  they  started  for  what  was  then  the  Far  West, 
reaching  Muscatine,  Iowa,  on  the  11th  of  May. 
They  located  in  the  town  now  known  as  Fairport, 
there  residing  for  two  years,  when  they  removed  to 
a  farm  which  Mr.  Chambers  engaged  in  cultivating 
until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Muscatine  City,  and 
there  resided  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1874.  There  were  eight  children  in  the 
family:  Vincent,  who  was  born  Nov.  30,  1816,  be¬ 
came  the  husband  of  Margaret  Neely,  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  Neely,  and  resided  in  Akron, 
Colo.,  where  for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
wagon-making  business;  his  death  occurred  at  Mus- 
catine  Feb.  19,  1889.  William,  born  Nov.  26, 1 818, 
is  the  husband  of  Cynthia  Long,  daughter  of  Ware 
and  Nancy  Long;  Anderson,  born  Nov.  26,  1820, 
was  married  in  Texas  in  1885;  Isaac,  born  Oct.  14, 
1823,  died  June  3,  1851;  Amanda,  born  Feb.  26, 
1825,  is  now  Mrs.  Pace;  John,  born  March  22, 
1829,  is  the  husband  of  Mary  Taken;  Sarah  A., 
born  Dec.  25,1831,  is  now  deceased;  Nancy 
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born  June  12.  1834,  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
Bagle}r,  son  of  Rev.  Bagley,  a  minister  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  Four  sons  of  this  family,  Vincent, 
William,  Isaac  and  John,  were  the  stockholders  in 
the  Chambers  Lumber  Company,  which  at  one 
time  was  the  largest  lumber  firm  in  Muscatine 
County. 

In  1874  the  death  of  Mrs.  Chambers  occurred; 
the  same  3rear  her  husband  also  departed  this  life. 
Four  generations  were  present  at  his  funeral,  num¬ 
bering  over  fifty  relatives,  comprising  every  de¬ 
scendant  of  the  deceased  save  five  grandchildren. 
Swiftly  following  the  sad  news  of  his  death,  word 
was  received  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  John  Chambers, 
who  died  at  her  home  in  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  two 
hours  later,  and  her  remains  were  forwarded  to  the 
home  of  her  childhood  for  interment. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  history  of  our  subject, 
After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Pace  and  Miss  Cham¬ 
bers  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
which  occupation  he  has  followed  continuously 
since.  B}r  industry  and  enterprise  he  has  accumu¬ 
lated  a  comfortable  competency,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  4G0  acres  of  the  finest  farming  land  in 
Sweetland  Township,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  It  is  stocked  with  the  best  grades  of 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  the  machinery  is  of  the 
most  improved  styles,  and  everything  about  the 
place  testifies  to  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  its 
owner.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County.  His  life  has  been  identified  with 
its  history  for  fifty-three  years,  during  which  time 
he  has  always  been  in  the  front  rank  in  the  work  of 
civilization  and  progress,  and  the  county  owes  not 
a  little  of  her  growth  and  prosperity  to  his  able  and 
untiring  efforts.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  are  earn¬ 
est  workers  in  their  Master’s  vineyard,  and  do  all  in 
their  power  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christianity 
among  men. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pace  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  five  of  whom  are  3'et  living:  Elery  W.,  born 
Aug.  30,  1 846,  is  now  the  husband  of  Mary  Mc¬ 
Farland,  whom  he  wedded  Dec.  31,  1868,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  Des  Moines,  where  he  owns  a  meat-market; 
Sarah,  born  April  12, 1849,  died  in  infancy;  IonaN., 
born  July  28,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Nye.  a 


grocer  residing  in  Creston,  Iowa;  Emma  C.,  born 
Ma3’  19,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  C.  Beatty; 
Elbridge  G.,  born  May  23,  1854,  is  the  husband  of 
Kate  Shellabarger,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Shel- 
labarger,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  near  the  old 
homestead;  Elvin  Y.,  born  May  19,  1856,  wedded 
Ida  Ileniker,  and  is  now  living  on  his  father’s  farm  ; 
Susie  H.,  born  April  9,  1858,  is  the  deceased  wife  of 
Abraham  Knapp;  Douglas  A.,  the  youngest,  was 
born  May  19,  1860,  and  died  Aug.  28,  1861.  We  are 
pleased  to  record  this  sketch  of  the  noble  pioneer 
and  his  family,  who  are  universally  known  and  re¬ 
spected  throughout  Muscatine  County. 


GEORGE  a.  MISCHE,  United  States  Express 
.  Agent  and  Station  Agent  of  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad,  at  Fulton, 
Iowa,  was  born  Juty  3,  1833,  in  Lippe-Detmold, 
Germany,  and  is  a  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Louisa 
(Sunderman)  Misclie.  When  eighteen  3’ ears  of  age 
he  left  his  native  land  and  emigrated  to  America, 
landing  in  New  York  City  two  weeks  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  Kossuth,  the  great  Hungarian  states¬ 
man.  After  his  arrival  he  worked  at  any  occupa¬ 
tion  in  which  laborers  were  needed  until  June  19, 
1854,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps,  in  which  he  served  eight  years.  Board¬ 
ing  the  United  States  frigate  “Independence”  at 
Brooklyn,  he  sailed  for  Rio  Janeiro,  from  there 
around  Cape  Horn  to  the  most  southern  port  in 
Chili,  and  then  to  Valparaiso.  The  vessel  next 
anchored  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  later  sailing  to 
Mary’s  Island,  off  the  coast  of  that  State,  where 
Mr.  Misclie  remained  some  time,  while  the  ves¬ 
sel  was  being  repaired.  From  there  they  sailed 
to  Hilo,  Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands,  then  on  to 
Navigator’s  Island,  whence  their  course  led  back 
to  Valparaiso,  Chili,  going  b3r  way  of  the  Island 
of  Juan  Fernandez.  The  vessel  then  sailed  to 
Coquimbo,  Chili,  and  from  there  the3'  sailed  to  the 
Chincha  Islands,  stopping  at  Copiapo,  Chili,  then 
on  to  Panama,  where  the  crew  remained  for  some 
time,  being  delayed  on  account  of  the  invasion  of 
Costa  Rica  by  Gen.  Walker.  Our  subject  was 
one  of  a  company  who  escorted  that  gentleman 


and  Gen.  Henderson  safely  across  the  Isthmus  from 
Panama  to  Aspinwall,  after  which  the  escort  re¬ 
turned  to  the  ship,  which  was  anchored  in  Panama 
Bay.  The  vessel  then  sailed  on  to  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  after  which  it  was  stationed  as  a  receiving 
vessel  at  St.  Mary’s  Island  in  the  Sacramento  River. 
Boarding  the  mail  steamer  “Golden  Age,”  the 
crew  then  proceeded  on  their  homeward  way,  go¬ 
ing  by  way  of  Acapulco  and  Panama,  and  from 
thence  across  the  Isthmus  to  Aspinwall,  where  they 
boarded  the  steamer  “St.  Louis,”  which  carried 
them  safely  to  Brooklyn.  In  that  city  Mr.  Mische 
served  out  his  time,  receiving  his  discharge  on  the 
19th  day  of  June,  1858. 

Re-enlisting  in  the  service  our  subject  was  sent  as 
a  Corporal  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  “Ni¬ 
agara,”  from  Brooklyn  to  Charleston,  S.  C.,  where 
they  took  on  board  375  negro  slaves,  who  had  been 
captured  off  the  coast  of  Cuba  from  the  slave  ship 
“Aco,”  that  had  brought  them  from  Africa,  the 
capture  being  made  by  a  United  States  man-of- 
war.  F rom  Charleston  the  vessel  bore  the  slaves  to 
Monrovia,  Liberia,  in  Africa.  On  the  way  the  ves¬ 
sel  stopped  at  Porto  Pray  a  and  Porto  Grande  of  the 
Cape  Verd  Islands,  returning  to  the  United  States 
after  an  absence  of  three  months.  The  next  voyage 
which  Mr.  Mische  made  was  in  the  United  States 
frigate  “Congress,”  which  sailed  from  Philadelphia 
to  Bahia,  Brazil,  where  the  men  were  permitted  to 
spend  a  few  days  on  shore.  At  that  place  two  of 
the  crew  were  stricken  with  yellow  fever,  and  there 
died,  and  were  buried  in  the  ocean.  Returning  to 
the  ship  they  then  proceeded  onward  to  Rio  Ja¬ 
neiro,  Brazil,  then  on  to  St.  Catherine,  thence  to 
Montevideo,  Uruguay,  where  M r.  Mische,  forming 
one  of  the  Commodore’s  guard,  boarded  the  United 
States  steamer  “Pulaski,”  and  sailed  up  the  Rio  de 
la  Platte  to  Buenos  Ayres,  after  which  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Rosario  and  Corrientes,  in  the  Argentine 
Republic.  Returning  to  the  ship,  which  was 
anchored  at  Montevideo,  he  then  returned  to  Rio 
Janeiro,  but  shortly  afterward,  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion  in  1861,  the  ship  was  ordered  to 
Boston,  where  it  was  refitted  and  the  crew  reogan- 
ized.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the  new  crew  which 
was  sent  by  way  of  Hampden  Roads  to  the  mouth 
of  the  James  River.  Twenty  of  the  marine  guards 
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having  seen  so  much  sea  service  they  petitioned 
Col.  Harrison  to  relieve  them  from  further  duty  in 
that  direction,  and  about  two  weeks  after  sendin°- 

o 

in  their  application  a  relief  arrived,  and  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  going  from  there  by 
rail  to  Washington.  Only  about  two  weeks  after 
Mr.  Mische  had  left  the  “Congress”  it  was  sunk  by 
the  iron-clad  vessel  “Merrimac.”  Arriving  at  the 
capital  city  he  served  for  a  time  as  Sergeant  in  the 
marine  barracks,  and  later  received  a  two-weeks 
furlough,  with  orders  to  report  for  duty  at  Brook¬ 
lyn  at  the  expiration  of  that  time.  On  the  19th 
day  of  June,  1863,  his  term  of  enlistment  having 
expired,  he  was  discharged,  and  later  passed  an  ex¬ 
amination  before  Col.  Tompkins  to  become  a  com¬ 
missioned  officer  in  the  volunteer  service.  On  the 
1st  day  of  July  following  he  opened  a  recruiting 
office,  organizing  a  company  with  Lieut.  Eugene 
DeBerry,  and  with  his  men  joined  the  I36tli  New 
York  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  P.  G.  Claus- 
sen.  He  was  commissioned  Third  Senior  Captain 
of  that  regiment,  and  with  his  company,  on  a  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  in  the  fall  of  1862,  marched  from 
Brooklyn  through  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and 
by  rail  to  Washington,  1).  C.,  where  the  regiment 
was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service.  It 
was  then  ordered  to  Norfolk,  and  later  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Suffolk  for  several  months.  The  re°i- 
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ment  then  proceeded  by  steam  to  New  Berne, 
N.  C.,  arriving  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1863, 
and  there  remained  for  some  time,  after  which 
it  was  sent  to  Bachelor’s  Creek,  where  it  re¬ 
mained  one  year  and  nine  months.  Uniting  with 
the  army  under  Gens.  Cox  and  Schofield,  the  com¬ 
mand  was  given  to  march  to  Goldsboro,  where 
a  hard  battle  was  fought  at  Kingston,  the  rebel 
forces  being  commanded  by  Gen.  Bragg.  Arriv¬ 
ing  at  Goldsboro  a  few  days  previous  to  Sher¬ 
man’s  arrival,  the  army  then  advanced  on  Raleigh, 
and  were  finally  stationed  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  for 
several  months.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  ordered  home,  going  by  way  of  Norfolk 
and  New  York,  and  was  discharged  July  5,  1865. 
During  six  months  of  his  service  Capt.  Mische 
acted  as  Major,  and  throughout  the  entire  war  was 
always  found  at  his  post  of  duty. 

At  the  close  of  hostilities  Capt.  Misch  went 
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North  Carolina,  where  he  engaged  in  cotton  raising 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  became  a  resident  of 
Freeport,  Ill.  On  the  2d  day  of  July,  1863,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Mengc- 
dolid,  a  daughter  of  A.  and  Sophia  Mengedohd, 
who  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1846.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  only  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mrs. 
Mische;  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  L.  Grass- 
ley,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Charles,  a  resident  of  Fre- 
port,  111.;  Rosa  became  the  wife  of  C.  McEvers, 
and  lives  at  Jacksonville,  Ill.;  Bertha  is  now  Mrs. 
Henry  B.  Witte,  of  Aurora,  Neb.;  and  Georgiana, 
who  wedded  William  E.  Schwartze,  of  Freeport,  Ill. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mische  celebrated  their  silver  wed¬ 
ding  on  the  2d  of  July,  1888. 

On  the-  1st  day  of  January,  1868,  Capt.  Mische 
emigrated  to  Muscatine  County,  settling  at  Fulton, 
where  he  has  served  as  Station  Agent  on  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad,  and  Agent 
for  the  United  States  Express  Company  contin¬ 
uously  since.  Long  service  of  twenty  years  in  one 
company  is  a  high  testimonial  of  his  ability,  and  be 
has  not  only  won  the  confidence  of  his  employers, 
but  has  the  good-will  and  respect  of  all  who  know 
him.  Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  has  served  as  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  eight  years.  No  children  have  been  born 
to  our  subject  and  wife,  but  they  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Sadie,  whom  they  took  from  the  Girls’ 
Industrial  Home,  located  at  St.  Louis,  she  being 
now  about  thirteen  j-ears  of  age. 


(rp^^HOMAS  M.  BROWN,  a  farmer  residing  on 
secl'on  3L  Cedar  Township,  is  an  honored 
pioneer  of  Muscatine  County,  and  probably 
no  one  has  done  more  toward  building  up  its  early 
industries  than  he,  and  his  support  has  always  been 
given  to  any  enterprise  which  has  for  its  object  the 
public  welfare.  Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Indiana, 
Dec:  24,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Julia 
(Brummage)  Brown,  who  had  a  family  of  seven 
children,  namely :  J.  Leander,  who  is  now  living  in 
i  )  Louisa  County,  Iowa;  Emily  S,,  widow  of  William 


II.  Marshall,  is  living  in  Jackson  County,  Wis. ; 
Thomas  M.,  of  this  sketch ;  Hugh  P.,  whose  home 
is  in  Muscatine  County;  N.  J.,  who  is  living  in 
Dallas  County,  Iowa;  Mary  E.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  in  1852,  with  the  cholera;  Oliver 
B.,  who  died  in  1852,  at  the  age  of  eight. 

Matthew  Brown  was  a  farmer,  and  followed  that 
occupation  in  Indiana.  In  connection  with  his 
father,  Col.  Thomas  Brown,  he  made  a  contract 
with  the  Government  to  survey  the  tract  of  land 
known  as  the  Black  Hawk  Purchase.  In  1835  he 
began  the  work,  laying  the  land  off  in  townships, 
and  the  following  year  the.  survey  was  completed. 
Being  pleased  with  the  location,  Mr.  Brown  decided 
to  move  his  family,  and  in  that  year,  when  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  but  five  years  old,  located  permanently  in 
what  is  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  but  then  formed  a 
part  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  A  tract  of 
eighty-four  acres  was  entered  in  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Brown,  and  there  the  family  lived  in  true  pioneer 
style.  For  two  or  three  years  their  home  consisted 
of  a  little  cabin  built  of  logs,  the  chinks  of  which 
were  not  even  filled  with  mortar,  and  there  was  no 
fireplace,  the  chilling  winter  winds  sweeping 
through  the  little  cabin,  which  did  not  even  have 
the  protection  of  trees  to  break  the  force  of  the 
wind.  For  the  first  two  years  after  their  arrival 
the  breadstuff  which  the  family  had  was  ground 
by  Mr.  Brown  in  a  coffee-mill.  Indians  were  very 
numerous  in  the  locality,  the  settlements  were  miles 
apart,  and  many  long  days  elapsed  when  the  fatuity 
did  not  see  the  friendly  face  of  a  white  man.  In 
the  month  of  June,  1842,  Mr.  Brown  was  called  to 
his  final  rest. 

Remaining  at  home  with  his  mother  until  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  then  went  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  secured  employment  on  Black 
River,  in  a  pinery.  At  first  he  received  but  $5  per 
month  for  his  labors,  but  b3r  his  efficient  skill  he 
gradually  won  higher  wages,  until  he  obtained  a 
position  as  foreman  of  a  water  sawmill,  receiving 
8100  per  month.  He  followed  this  line  of  work 
until  he  was  twenty  3-ears  of  age,  giving  all  his 
earnings,  except  a  little,  which  was  needed  to  sup¬ 
ply  his  limited  wants,  to  his  widowed  mother  for 
her  support  and  the  support  of  the  younger  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  family.  Returning  home  in  1852,  he  <  > 
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engaged  as  foreman  of  a  sawmill,  situated  on  the 
present  site  of  Columbus  Junction,  owned  by 
Wheelock  &  Schmeltzer,  receiving  $80  per  month. 
Remaining  in  their  employ  for  about  a  year,  he 
then  rented  the  mill,  whicli  he  operated  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  made  a  contract  for  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  railroad  bridge,  the  first  that  was  ever 
built  across  the  Iowa  River.  He  sawed  every  stick 
of  timber  for  that  bridge,  which  was  built  by  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad,  receiving 
seventy-six  cents  per  hundred  feet,  board  measure. 

On  the  3d  day  of  July,  1856,  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Ferry,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Silas  and  Fla  via  (French)  Feny,  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  this  county  in  1838,  coming  from  New 
York.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Edward  L.,  who  is  now  living  in  Kansas;  Sophia; 
Henry  S.,  a  resident  of  Dakota;  Sarah  P.,  wife  of 
John  Hefner,  a  resident  of  Guthrie  Count)',  Iowa; 
Vesta  E.,  who  wedded  N.  J.  Brown,  of  Dallas 
County,  Iowa;  Flavia  E.,  wife  of  Josiah  Ballier, 
whose  home  is  in  Missouri.  The  death  of  Mrs. 
Ferry  occurred  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1852,  when 
forty-five  years  of  age.  Mr.  Ferry  was  shot  in 
Muscatine,  by  David  Prosser.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  two  men  had  been  arguing  politics,  and  when 
Mr.  Ferry  started  to  his  home,  Prosser,  who  was 
under  the  influence  of  liquor,  followed  and  shot 
him.  Prosser  was  fined  $500,  which  amount  the 
Sheriff  raised  within  two  hours.  This  occurred  in 
1863,  when  Mr.  Ferry  was  sixty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  died  in  childhood:  Edwin  B., 
born  May  31,  1857,  is  the  husband  of  Annie  Dill- 
dine,  and  is  now  living  in  Grand  Junction,  Colo.; 
Horace  F.,  born  April  11,  1863,  is  the  husband  of 
Minnie  Johnson,  of  Lettsville,  and. is  now  at  home; 
Myra,  wife  of  Lewis  Norris,  was  born  May  15, 
1866,  and  now  resides  in  Grand  Junction,  Colo.; 
Julia  E.,  born  Feb.  12, 1868,  wedded  Jacob  E.  Nor¬ 
ris,  of  Muscatine  County;  Hugh  F.,  born  Aug.  20, 
1874;  Vesta,  Dec.  21,  1877,  and  Lucius  A.,  Feb.  26, 
1879. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Brown  left  the  mill  at 
Columbus  Junction,  and  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Cedar  Township,  where  he  remained  for  a  year, 
during  which  time  he  lost  all  that  he  had  made 


while  engaged  in  operating  the  mill.  He  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Lord’s  Ferry,  where  he  operated  the  boat 
for  five  years,  when,  prompted  by  duty  and  patriot¬ 
ism,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,  while 
his  noble  wife  continued  the  management  of  the 
ferry  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Entering  the  service 
Aug.  15,  1862,  he  was  assigned  to  Company  F, 
35th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  on  the  27tli  of  August 
was  appointed  First  Sergeant.  He  participated  in 
the  following  battles:  The  first  and  second  battles 
of  Jackson,  Miss.,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  en¬ 
tire  Red  River  expedition,  the  battle  of  Tupelo, 
after  which  he  started  from  Bluffs,  Ark.,  with 
the  command,  following  the  rebel  General,  Price, 
to  Santa  Fe,  Kan.,  the  route  followed  being  so  cir¬ 
cuitous  that  the  army  traveled  over  2,000  miles. 
After  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  he  was  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Nashville,  where  Hood  was  defeated,  the 
capture  of  Mobile,  and  the  battle  of  Spanish  Fort, 
where  he  was  wounded,  and  for  three  months  could 
not  take  a  step.  His  first  attempt  to  walk  was  on 
the  day  after  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln, 
when  he  almost  crawled  out  in  order  to  see  a  news¬ 
paper.  Joining  the  command  at  Selma,  Ala.,  he 
was  subsequently  detailed  to  the  Blue  Mountains, 
whence  he  was  ordered  home,  being  discharged  at 
Davenport,  Aug.  29,  1865. 

After  his  return  home  Mr.  Brown  again  worked 
in  a  sawmill  for  two  summers,  when  he  leased  the 
farm  belonging  to  R.  Lord,  which  he  now  owns. 
For  five  years  he  continued  to  rent,  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  the  farm,  comprising  240  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  $9,220.  He  lias  the  entire  management  of 
the  land,  and  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  shipping  annually  from  fifty  to  100  head 
of  hogs,  sells  cattle  directly  to  shippers,  and  also 
gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  horses,  hav¬ 
ing  about  twenty  head  upon  Ids  farm.  No  man  is 
more  widely  known  throughout  the  county  than 
Mr.  Brown,  and  his  untiring  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
advancement  of  the  community  and  its  interests 
deserve  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  the  entire  people. 
The  story  of  his  pioneer  days  in  this  county  would 
be  one  of  thrilling  interest  to  the  youths  of  the 
present  day,  who  cannot  dream  of,  much  less  real 
ize,  the  trials  and  hardships,  and  also  the  attendant 
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pleasures  of  frontier  life.  With  ready  hand  and 
willing  heart  he  assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
land,  and  aided  in  the  building  up  of  many  of  the 
industries  of  the  county.  Ilis  sketch  deserves  a 
prominent  place  in  this  work,  and  will  be  read  by 
many  with  the  greatest  pleasure. 

-=* - 

H.  SMITH  &  SON,  wholesale  shippers 
IV  and  producers  of  garden  products,  No.  114 

West  Second  street,  Muscatine,  have  been 

engaged  in  the  business  since  1881.  M. 
11.  Smith  was  born  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  in 
1844,  and  is  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  seven  children 
born  to  Marsh  and  Eliza  (Colton)  Smith,  the  for¬ 
mer  a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  the  latter  of 
Cornwall,  Conn.  Marsh  Smith  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to 
Geauga  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married,  and 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  took  quite  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  was  for  some  years 
County  Auditor  of  Geauga  County,  in  addition  to 
which  he  held  several  other  county  offices.  His 
death  occurred  in  September,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  His  wife  passed  to  her  reward 
in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Of  the 
family  now  living,  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Bates,  re¬ 
sides  in  Montgomery  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth 
married  J.  G.  Durfee,  who  died  in  1880;  II.  K.,  who 
is  married,  resides  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  for 
more  than  twenty  years  has  served  as  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court;  T.  C.,  also  married,  who  resides  in 
the  same  county,  was  for  six  years  Treasurer  of  the 
county,  and  for  a  number  of  years  a  bank  cashier, 
but  now  living  a  retired  life;  N.  It.  resides  in  Mus¬ 
catine  County;  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  John  Brooks,  re¬ 
sides  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio. 
He  was  married  in  Geauga  County,  in  1865,  to 
Josepha  It.  Holcomb,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  F.  D.  and  Jane  (Philbrick)  Holcomb,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the  latter 
of  Connecticut.  Her  father  was  a  merchant  in 
Ohio,  and  came  west  to  Muscatine  County  in 
1868,  settling  on  the  Island,  where  be  engaged  in 


farming.  He  now  resides  in  the  city  of  Muscatine. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  settled  in 
Ohio,  but  came  to  Muscatine  County  in  1868,  set¬ 
tling  in  Fruitland  Township,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  After  remaining  here  three  years  lie  re¬ 
turned  to  Ohio  and  improved  a  farm,  and  there  re¬ 
mained  until  1880,  when  he  again  came  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  and  bought  an  improved  farm  of  sev¬ 
enty-five  acres,  to  which  he  has  since  added  forty 
acres,  making  a  fine  farm  of  1 15  acres  of  land,  all  of 
which  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  gardening,  growing  fruits  and  vege¬ 
tables,  which  he  ships  to  Chicago  and  other  points. 
His  farm,  which  lies  near  the  Mississippi  River,  is 
well  adapted  to  the  growing  of  all  kinds  of  fruits 
and  vegetables.  He  has  a  steamboat  landing  near 
his  house,  from  which  he  ships  in  season  much  of 
the  products  of  his  farm.  He  has  a  sweet  potato 
storage  house  capable  of  storing  7,500  bushels  of 
sweet  potatoes. 

During  the  late  Rebellion  Mr.  Smith  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  105th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  mus¬ 
tered  into  service  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  battle  of  Perryville,  and  was  with 
Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  In  1864  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Geauga  County. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  two  children  have  been 
born:  Fred  M.,  who  is  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  M.  H.  Smith  &  Son,  and  Frank  N.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  six  months.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  member  of  Shelby  Norman  Post  No. 
321,  at  Muscatine.  In  politics  he  is  strongly  Re¬ 
publican,  though  not  an  active  partisan.  AYhile  not 
numbered  among  the  old  settlers  of  the  county,  he 
is  well  and  favorably  known  by  hundreds  of  its 
citizens,  and  is  one  of  its  most  active  and  reliable 
business  men. 


-  -=* - 

KEMPER,  a  prominent  gardener  and  fruit¬ 
grower  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  resid¬ 
ing  on  section  10,  Bloomington  Township, 
just  within  the  city  limits,  was  born  in 
Prussia,  Germany,  in  1830,  and  is  the  youngest  in 
a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  John  and  Louisa 
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Kemper,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germany.  The 
children  of  that  family  now  living  are:  Henry,  who 
resides  in  Montpelier  Township;  John,  a  resident 
of  Kansas;  Christopher,  who  is  living  in  Missouri; 
Louisa,  now  Mrs.  Wellner,  of  New  Ulm,  Minn. 

The  father  throughout  his  life  followed  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  farming.  He  died  in  his  native  land 
in  1881,  when  "nearly  seventy-nine  years  of  age, 
having  survived  his  wife  many  years.  Our  subject 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Germany.  When  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  resolved  to  cast  his  lot  in  the  New 
World,  and  after  a  voyage  of  eleven  weeks  landed 
in  America.  He  first  resided  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  for  a  time  he  engaged  in  gardening,  and 
later  learned  the  cooper’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  about  fifteen  years.  In  1856  he  emigrated  to 
the  West,  locating  in  Muscatine  for  a  short  time, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Columbus  City,  but 
shortly  returned  to  this  county. 

In  1  858,  in  the  city  of  Muscatine,  Mr.  Kemper 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Lowrey,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary 
Lowrey.  Her  father  died  many  years  ago,  and  the 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1880.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  our  subject  engaged  in  gardening  in  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  and  in  1875  removed  to  his  present 
residence,  purchasing  the  old  fair  ground,  which 
was  enclosed  by  a  high  fence  and  overgrown  with 
rank  grass.  He  immediately  began  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  the  land,  from  which  he  soon 
developed  a  fine  farm.  Among  the  many  useful 
and  ornamental  improvements  which  he  has  made 
is  a  very  fine  residence,  also  a  good  barn.  Many 
evergreen  and  other  shade  trees  have  been  set  out, 
sheltering  the  home  from  the  fierce  rays  of  the 
summer  sun,  and  a  fine  vineyard  of  one  and  a  half 
acres  has  been  planted  with  the  Concord  and  other 
varieties  of  grapes.  Fruits  of  almost  every  variety 
which  can  be  cultivated  in  this  climate  are  raised, 
and  his  produce  is  among  the  earliest  seen  in  the 
markets.  Giving  careful  and  undivided  attention 
to  his  business,  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  trade, 
which  he  well  deserves,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
fruit-growers  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kemper,  nine  of  whom  are  living:  Clara,  the  eld¬ 


est,  is  at  home;  George  is  married,  and  resides  at 
Mandan,  Dak.,  where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
railroad;  Edward  is  also  at  home;  Benjamin  is 
residing  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  Willie,  who  is 
married,  is  a  gardener  of  Cedar  Rapids:  Audley  is 
a  fruit  farmer  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Frank  is  still  liv¬ 
ing  with  his  parents;  Clinton  died  in  1883,  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years;  Cora  and  Daisy  are  both  at 
home.  Politically,  Mr.  Kemper  is  a  Republican, 
but  has  never  taken  an  active  part  in  political  af¬ 
fairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Muscatine,  and  are  num¬ 
bered  among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Bloomington 
Township,,  being  universally  respected  wherever 
they  are  known. 

<■  , _ 


ENJAMIN  F.  NICHOLS,  a  prominent  far¬ 
mer  and  extensive  stock  dealer  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  Iowa,  and  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  1840,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
on  the  5th  of  September,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Rodgers)  Nichols,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Virginia.  From  that  State  the 
parents  removed  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  became  residents  of  Iowa.  In  1838 
Samuel  Nichols  made  a  trip  to  this  State,  and 
selected  as  a  site  for  his  future  home  a  tract  of  land 
in  Pike  Township,  Muscatine  Comity.  Returning 
during  the  same  spring,  he  remained  in  Ohio  until 
the  spring  of  1840,  when,  accompanied  b}r  our  sub¬ 
ject,  he  again  came  to  this  county,  to  which  the 
family  removed  the  following  fall.  At  that  time 
there  were  five  children  in  the  family,  but  ouly  two 
are  now  living:  Benjamin  F.,  of  this  sketch,  and 
Townsend,  one  of  the  most  extensive  land-owners 
of  Muscatine  County,  now  residing  in  Chicago.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  that  city. 

lu  1850,  stirred  with  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  our  subject 
made  a  trip  to  the  mines,  going  by  way  of  New 
Orleans,  aud  for  nineteen  years  he  was  traveling 
over  the  country,  returning  home  about  1870. 
Muscatine  County,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1872, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Susan  M.  Jenkins, 
who  was  born  April  20,  1847,  in  Ohio.  Thej”  are 
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the  parents  of  one  son,  Townsend,  who  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1874,  and  is  a  most  promising  young  man, 
now  having  charge  of  all  the  family  interests.  Mr. 
Nichols  is  one  of  the  extensive  land-owners  of  this 
county,  having  in  his  possession  1,100  acres  of 
land,  which  is  located  in  Pike  Township.  lie  is 
also  one  of  the  largest  stock-raisers  in  this  section. 
In  1880  he  began  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle, 
in  which  he  has  been  remarkably  successful,  and 
now  has  a  herd  of  1  00  of  a  most  excellent  grade, 
upon  his  farm.  Mr.  Nichols  has  always  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  public  affairs,  has  aided  largety 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  community  where  he  re¬ 
sides,  and  in  his  political  sentiments  is  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 

The  portraits  of  the  pioneers  of  Muscatine 
County  form  a  prominent  feature  of  this  work,  and 
as  such  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  those  of  Benja¬ 
min  F.  Nichols  and  his  estimable  wife. 


H.  BLOOMER,  a  young  and  prominent 
farmer  residing  on  section  28,  Bloomington 
I'ii  Township,  was  born  in  Muscatine  County, 
in  1855,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Henry  and  Sophia  Bloomer.  His 
father  was  born  in  Prussia,  and  came  to  this  coun¬ 
try  a  single  man,  settling  in  Bloomington  Town¬ 
ship  about  the  year  1842.  In  1850,  in  this  county, 
he  wedded  Sophia  Varney,  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  after  his  marriage  engaged  in  farming  until  his 
death,  which  was  caused  by  a  runaway  team  in 
1800.  His  estimable  wife  still  survives  him,  and 
is  a  resident  of  Bloomington  Township.  Of  their 
children  only  two  are  now  living:  our  subject,  and 
Sophia,  now  Mrs.  Shafer,  who  resides  in  Sioux  City, 
Iowa.  Henry  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in 
1876;  Mary  departed  this  life  in  1860,  at  the  age 
of  nine  years;  and  Elizabeth  died  when  five  years 
old. 

Our  subject  lias  passed  almost  his  entire  life  upon 
the  farm.  He  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  this 
county.  In  1880  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Dena  Nyenhuis,  a  native  of  Muscatine  County,  and 
a  daughter  of  G.  J.  and  Hannah  (Boenk)  Nyen¬ 


huis,  who  were  natives  of  Holland,  and  emigrated 
to  America  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Muscatine 
County,  where  the  father  engaged  in  teaming  and 
farming  for  some  time,  and  later  embarked  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick,  which  he  carried  on  until  his 
death,  in  1888.  He  was  well  known  throughout 
the  community  where  he  resided,  was  a  great 
church  worker,  and  received  the  highest  respect  of 
all  with  whom  business  or  pleasure  brought  him  in 
contact.  His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1882.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bloomer  are  the  parents  of  three  children 
— Lydia,  Hiram  and  Garrett  J. 

After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  a  rented  farm  in  Bloom¬ 
ington  Township,  where  they  continued  to  reside 
until  1883,  when  Mr.  Bloomer  purchased  a  half¬ 
interest  in  a  farm  of  100  acres,  which  is  now  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  well  improved. 
He  carries  on  general  farming,  and  also  makes  a 
specialty  of  raising  hogs  for  the  market.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Republican  party,  believing  in  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  home  industries  as  opposed  to  the  system  of 
free  trade.  His  entire  life  has  been  passed  in  this 
county,  where  he  is  universally  known  and  re¬ 
spected.  Although  comparative!}'  a  young  man, 
he  manages  his  farm  with  good  ability,  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Bloomington 
Township. 


OL.  CHARLES  C.  HORTON  was  born  in 
Goshen,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  13th  day 
of  January,  1839,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Dr.  James  S.  and  Mary  G.  (Cummins)  Horton,  llis 
childhood  days  were  passed  in  his  native  town,  and 
when  nine  years  of  age,  in  1848,  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  after  spending  four 
years  in  the  city  the  family  removed  to  a  farm  just 
outside  the  city  limits,  where  our  subject  passed 
his  youth,  engaged  in  laboring  upon  the  farm  and 
attending  the  district  school.  In  1857  he  entered 
the  Delaware  Collegiate  Institute  at  Franklin, 
N.  Y.,  taking  a  literary  and  scientific  course,  being 
graduated  in  the  class  of  ’59.  He  then  returned 
to  the  farm  near  Muscatine,  where  he  was  employed 
until  Jul}r,  1861,  when  he  responded  to  the  call  to 
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crush  out  the  Rebellion  in  the  South,  enlisting  as 
a  private  in  Company  A,  2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  at  Daven¬ 
port,  on  the  12th  day  of  August  following.  On  the 
2d  of  September,  1861,  the  same  year,  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  Second  Lieutenant.  Their  first  Colonel, 
W.  L.  Elliott,  formerly  Captain  of  the  3d  United 
States  Cavalry,  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  and  thor¬ 
ough  soldier,  who  saw  his  regiment  thoroughly 
drilled.  It  was  due  largely  to  the  arduous  and 
constant  drill  to  which  the  regiment  was  subjected 
on  the  start,  that  it  attained  such  efficiency  and 
confidence  in  the  field  during  the  hard-fought  cam¬ 
paigns  through  which  it  passed  with  honor  and  dis¬ 
tinction.  On  the  2d  of  November,  1861,  First 
Lieutenant  T.  I).  Smith  having  resigned,  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  promoted  to  that  position.  The  2d  Iowa 
took  part  in  the  following-named  battles  and  en¬ 
gagements,  in  which  Col.  Horton  bore  his  part  with 
soldierly  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  New  Madrid,  Island 
No.  10,  Booneville,  Farmington,  first  battle  of  Cor¬ 
inth,  Blackland,  Paden  Mills,  Rienzi,  Iuka,  second 
battle  of  Corinth,  Holly  Springs,  Tallahatchie,  Ox¬ 
ford,  Water  Yalley,  Wall  Hill,  Panola,  Coffeeville, 
Jacksonville,  Colliers  ville,  Cold  water,  Palo  Alto, 
Birmingham,  Grenada,  West  Point,  Prairie  Station, 
Oakland,  Campbellville,  Hurricane  Creek,  Shoal 
Creek,  Lawrenceburg,  Linnville,  Mt.  Carroll,  Har¬ 
risburg,  Franklin,  Little  Harpeth,  Nashville  and 
Anthony  Hills. 

At  the  battle  of  Farmington,  on  the  9th  day  of 
May,  1862,  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry  distinguished  itself 
specially  while  attempting  to  relieve  Gen.  Paine, 
who  was  hemmed  in  by  the  enemy.  The  regiment 
made  a  grand  charge  on  a  rebel  battery  of  twenty- 
four  guns,  which  commanded  Gen.  Paine’s  line  of 
retreat,  and  won  high  praise  for  the  bravery  of 
both  officers  and  men.  It  was  there  that  Lieut. 
Horton  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  there  he 
distinguished  himself  for  his  gallant  conduct.  The 
regiment  was  repulsed,  but  the  efforts  saved  Gen. 
Paine,  who  withdrew  his  troops.  During  the  re¬ 
treat,  while  under  a  galling  fire  of  shot  and  shell, 
Lieut.  Horton  stopped  to  roll  a  dead  horse  off 
one  of  his  men.  who  was  caught  beneath  the  ani¬ 
mal.  On  the  4th  day  of  June  following  he  was 


promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  and  on  the  29th 
day  of  September,  1863,  was  commissioned  Major, 
to  which  position  he  had  been  elected  by  the  vote 
of  the  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  Coldwater  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  gunshot  wound  which  for  a  time  caused 
him  serious  trouble,  but  lie  was  soon  able  to  re¬ 
sume  duty,  although  he  still  feels  the  effect  of  that 
shot.  On  the  19th  of  November,  1864,  at  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Shoal  Creek,  while  the  Union  forces  were  be¬ 
ing  surrounded  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
led  by  Gen.  Forrest,  Maj.  Horton  had  the  honor  of 
directing  the  retreat  across  the  river  over  an  unfre¬ 
quented  ford  that  he  had  discovered.  For  his 
timely  service  on  that  occasion,  and  general  gallant 
conduct,  Gen.  Edward  Hatch,  who  was  in  com¬ 
mand,  wrote  a  very  flattering  letter  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Iowa,  recommending  Maj.  Horton  for 
promotion,  and  on  Nov.  27,  1864,  he  was  commis¬ 
sioned  Lieutenant  Colonel.  From  the  date  of  his 
commission  as  Major  Mr.  Horton  was  either  in 
command  of  his  regiment  or  brigade,  and  was  mus¬ 
tered  out  at  Selma,  Ala.,  Sept.  19,  1865,  as  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  Col.  Horton  resumed 
farming  near  Muscatine.  He  was  married  on  the 
30th  day  of  October,  1867,  to  Miss  Isabella,  only 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Isabella  (Milne)  Ogilvie. 
She  was  born  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  her  par¬ 
ents,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere,  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers.  Four  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  J.  Lisle,  Frank  O.,  Mary  M.  and  Ber¬ 
tha  C. 

Col.  Horton  has  held  various  local  offices.  He 
has  served  as  Supervisor  of  his  township,  Vice 
President  and  President  of  the  Muscatine  County 
Agricultural  Society,  Trustee  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home  at  Davenport,  from  June, 
1878,  until  June,  1882,  and  then  represented  the 
county  in  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  General  As¬ 
semblies.  He  proved  an  able  legislator,  and 
served  on  important  committees.  He  introduced 
and  was  the  champion  of  the  bill  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  home  at  Glen  wood  for  feeble-minded 
children.  The  plan  originated  with  the  late  Dr. 
W.  F.  Robertson,  of  Muscatine,  who  framed  the 
bill.  The  movement  met  with  considerable  oppo¬ 
sition,  but  the  bill  was  successfully  carried  through 
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under  the  energetic  management  of  Representative 
Horton.  The  institution  has  proved  a  success,  and 
is  one  of  the  State  institutions  of  which  the  people 
of  Iowa  may  justly  be  proud. 

Col.  Horton  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
been  an  earnest  supporter  of  that  party  since  the 
war.  He  was  a  prominent  candidate  of  his  party 
for  Congress,  in  the  convention  where  Mr.  Farwell 
was  nominated  after  the  125th  ballot.  In  1880  he 
was  appointed  a  Special  Land  Agent  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  March  of  that  year, 
at  his  request,  was  transferred  to  the  Pension  Bu¬ 
reau  as  a  Special  Agent,  which  position  he  lias  held 
continuously  since,  and  has  proved  a  most  faithful 
and  eflicient  officer.  His  present  headquarters  are 
at  Athens,  Tenn.,  but  he  still  makes  his  residence  at 
Muscatine,  at  the  old  family  residence  of  the  Ogil- 
vies,  where  he  continues  to  conduct  his  stock  and 
fruit  farm. 

The  Colonel  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Muscatine,  and  so¬ 
cially,  he  is  a  member  of  Shelby  Norman  Post,  G. 
A.  R.  The  people  of  this  county  who  have  known 
Col.  Horton  as  boy  and  man,  soldier  and  civilian,  are 
proud  of  his  record,  and  recognize  in  him  the  brave 
and  gallant  soldier,  an  able  and  faithful  representa¬ 
tive  and  Government  officer,  and  a  worthy  citizen, 
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ARTIN  L.  COYNE R,  a  retired  farmer, 
residing  on  section  23,  Pike  Township,  was 
born  in  Jessamine  Count}’,  Ky.,  on  the  15th 
of  May,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Zimmerman)  Coyner.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  his  mother  of  Kentucky, 
but  her  parents  came  from  the  former  State.  Mar¬ 
tin  was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  of  whom  he 
was  the  eldest,  and  four  are  yet  living:  James  B. 
is  now  deceased;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
Coyner,  who  was  a  distant  relative,  and  resides  in 
Virginia;  Robert  is  also  living  in  Virginia;  Sarah 
died  when  sixteen  years  of  age;  and  Archibald 
is  a  resident  of  Virginia. 

When  a  young  man  John  Coyner  left  his  native 
count}’,  and  emigrated  to  Jessamine  County,  Ky., 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  the  lady  whom 

- 


he  afterward  married.  In  1817,  accompanied  by 
his  family,  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  but 
remaining  only  a  short  time,  he  again  went  to 
Kentucky,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1831  removed  to 
Marion  County,  Ind.,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  183L  At  that  time  he  once  more  went  to 
Kentucky,  but  later  moved  to  Illinois,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1  851. 
Mrs.  Coyner  died  in  her  native  State  in  1834. 

At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  our  subject 
began  life  for  himself  as  a  salesman  in  a  general 
mercantile  store  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  in  which 
line  of  business  he  continued  until  1839.  He  had 
previously  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  in  the 
year  mentioned  established  a  general  merchandise 
store  on  the  National  road,  between  Terra  Haute 
and  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  under  the  firm  name  of  M. 

L.  Coyner  &  Co.  This  connection  continued  until 
1844,  when,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  closed 
out  the  business,  and  removed  to  Lawrence  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  purchased  a  small  farm,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  Eight  years 
were  spent  in  this  occupation,  when,  in  the  fall  of 
1852,  he  sold  out,  and,  journeying  westward  until 
he  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters,  located  in  Linn 
County,  Iowa.  Again  purchasing  land,  he  engaged 
in  its  cultivation  until  the  spring  of  1866,  when  he 
settled  permanently  in  Muscatine  County.  Iowa, 
and  purchased  200  acres  of  land  on  sections  23  and 
14,  of  which  he  deeded  his  sou  120  acres.  He  has 
since  purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  23,  which 
he  has  deeded  to  his  daughter.  These  lands  are 
the  best  farming  lands  to  be  found  in  this  section 
of  the  country. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1840,  Mr.  Coyner  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Ingray  J.  Hollenbeck,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  Putnam  County,  Ind. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Ind., 
July  26,  1824,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Rhoda  (Henderson)  Hollenbeck,  the  former  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
Six  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Coyner,  but  only  one  has  been  spared  by  the 
hand  of  death,  a  daughter,  Alice,  who  still  makes 
her  home  with  her  parents.  Those  deceased  are 
Jasper  N.,  Leannah,  Julia  A.,  Alexander  and  Ade-  ' 
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line.  Jasper  N.  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  D 
in  the  12th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  died  while  gallantly 
fighting  in  the  service  of  his  country.  His  remains 
were  brought  back  to  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and 
laid  to  rest  in  one  of  its  beautiful  cemeteries. 
For  forty-six  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coyner  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  now  hold  their 
membership  with  the  Christian  Church  of  Nichols 
Station.  Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  a  strong  advocate  of 
Hon.  Benjamin  Harrison.  In  early  life  he  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  Whig  party,  and  in  1840  voted 
for  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  grandfather  of 
the  President-elect.  He  has  held  various  official 
positions  in  the  township,  has  been  Secretary  of  the 
School  Board  both  in  Muscatine  and  Linn  Counties 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Pike  Township. 
All  public  enterprises  which  have  for  their  object 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  receive  his 
liberal  support,  and  no  man  is  more  deserving  of 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  entire  people. 

<Jfj  OIIN  G.  WALTS,  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  living  on  section  34,  Lake  Township, 
and  an  early  settler  of  this  county,  was  born 
’Jtjj  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  on  the  21st 
of  January,  1827.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Hetzel)  Walts,  the  former  a  native  of  Mary¬ 
land  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  Both  parents 
emigrated  to  Ohio  in  early  life,  there  became  ac¬ 
quainted,  and  were  married  in  Montgomery  County 
about  the  year  1818.  Mr.  Walts  followed  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  farming  throughout  his  life,  and  in 
connection  with  that  line  of  wrork  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  building  public  works  and  turnpikes. 
Seven  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walts,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Sarah  E.,  the 
eldest,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Lesher,  died 
Oct.  16,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years  and 
eleven  months;  Margaret  was  twice  married,  first 
becoming  the  wife  of  John  Bobo;  her  present  hus¬ 
band  is  Daniel  Swadner,  a  resident  of  Darke  County, 
Ohio.  Mary  A.,  widow  of  'William  Bailey,  is  living 
in  Darke  County,  Ohio;  Barbara  A.  wedded  John 


Geiger,  a  farmer  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio; 
Christina  M.  is  the  wife  of  George  Pretz,  a  carpenter 
residing  in  Carrollton,  Ohio;  Elizabeth  L,  wife  of 
Jacob  Null,  also  of  Montgomery,  Ohio.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  1840,  when  about  forty 
years  of  age,  and  the  father  departed  this  life  about 
the  year  1850.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  for  many  years,  in  which  he 
served  as  Deacon,  and  both  took  an  active  part  in 
church  work,  aiding  greatly  in  the  promotion  of 
the  cause. 

In  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county  our 
subject  received  his  education,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm.  In  1855  he  left 
the  parental  roof,  and,  accompanied  by  John  W. 
Rice,  who  is  nowr  an  honored  citizen  of  Blooming¬ 
ton  Township,  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County, 
where,  in  connection  with  J.  W.  Rice,  he  rented  a 
farm  for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
bj’  mutual  consent,  the  partnership  was  dissolved, 
and  Mr.  Walts  bought  forty  acres  of  wild  land  lo¬ 
cated  in  Goshen  Township.  Immediately  beginning 
its  cultivation  and  improvement,  he  soon  had  one 
of  the  best  cultivated  farms  in  the  community,  and 
to  the  original  tract,  by  subsequent  purchase,  he 
added  eighty  acres,  making  an  aggregate  of  120 
acres,  on  which  he  made  his  home  until  1865.  Sell¬ 
ing  his  original  farm  he  then  became  the  owner  of 
200  acres  on  section  34,  Lake  Township,  but  sub¬ 
sequently  sold  eighty  acres.  To  this  he  has  again 
added,  until  now  his  farm  comprises  185  acres  of 
highly  cultivated  land,  upon  which  he  has  made 
many  good  improvemens.  The  farm  is  stocked 
with  a  good  grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 

In  1856  Mr.  Whalts  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Louisa  A.  Rice,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  James  Rice,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  By  their  union  five  children  have  been 
born,  three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ida  K.  is  yet 
at  home;  Olive  Y.  is  the  wife  of  William  Addle- 
man,  a  farmer  of  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  and  Milton 
is  also  at  home.  Elmer,  the  eldest  child,  and  Ellen 
R.  have  both  departed  this  life. 

The  Walts  family  has  been  one  of  prominence  in 
the  history  of  this  country.  Prior  to  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  it  was  founded  in  America  by  ancestors 
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who  came  from  Switzerland,  and  in  the  struggle  of 
the  Colonies  for  independence  some  members  of 
the  family  were  regularly  enlisted  soldiers,  and 
heroically  fought  in  defense  of  their  adopted  land. 
In  promotion  of  the  cause  of  temperance  they  have 
borne  a  prominent  part,  not  one  among  the  number 
as  far  as  it  is  known  having  been  addicted  to  the 
use  of  spirituous  liquors.  Our  subject  has  sus¬ 
tained  the  noble  record  made  by  his  ancestors,  and 
identified  himself  on  the  side  of  right  on  every 
«  question  which  comes  up  before  the  people.  lie  has 
been  enlisted  in  the  temperance  work  from  earliest 
youth,  is  a  devoted,  earnest  Christian,  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  an  untiring 
laborer  in  the  Master’s  vineyard.  In  the  loving 
wife,  who  has  shared  with  him  the  joys  and  sorrows 
of  life  for  thirty-two  years,  he  finds  a  true  help¬ 
mate,  and  no  citizens  in  the  community  are  held 
in  higher  regard  than  they.  Politically,  Mr.  Walts 
affiliates  witli  the  Democratic  party.  lie  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  early  settlers  of  Muscatine  County, 
has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth,  has  aided 
in  its  development  and  prosperity,  and  surely  his 
sketch  deserves  an  honored  place  among  the  pio¬ 
neers  and  leading  citizens  of  the  community. 


D.  HENDRIX,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  Muscatine  County,  is  now  residing  on 
the  south  half  of  section  33,  Seventy-Six 
Township,  lie  is  a  native  of  Clermont 
County,  Oldo,  born  in  1804,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Martha  (Day)  Hendrix.  His  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  John  and  Abigal  (Poe)  Day. 

Henry  Hendrix  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1768. 
During  the  War  of  1812  he  was  drafted  into  the 
army,  but  proved  too  old  for  service.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Martha  Day,  who  was 
born  in  Maryland,  Dec.  25,  1788,  and  nine  chil¬ 
dren  graced  their  union:  John,  Mary  and  Jesse 
are  all  deceased;  II.  I).,  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth;  Ruth  has  also  departed 
this  life;  Isaac  is  living  in  Rush  County,  Ind.; 
Eli  and  Abigail  are  deceased;  and  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Penry,  a  resident  of  Jamestown, 

\  r  Hendricks  Co.,  Ind.  The  death  of  the  father  oc- 
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curred  in  1855,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  During  the  same  year  his  wife  was 
called  to  her  last  rest,  departing  this  life  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven. 

When  twelve  years  of  age  our  subject  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting  his  father  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm.  When  twenty-four  years  of  age  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Theodosia  Willits, 
and  shortly  afterward  purchased  a  farm,  upon 
which  the  young  couple  commenced  their  domes¬ 
tic  life.  In  1843,  selling  his  land  in  Indiana,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  family  he  came  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  locating  upon  a  farm  in  Seventy- 
Six  Township,  where  he  purchased  320  acres  of 
land,  which  still  continues  to  be  his  home. 

For  only  five  years  was  Mrs.  Hendrix  permitted  to 
enjo3’  life  in  her  new  home,  her  death  occurring  in 
1848.  By  their  union  seven  children  were  born: 
Angeline,  who  wedded  William  Rockfellow  in 
1848,  and  emigrated  with  her  husband  to  Oregon, 
where  she  died  in  1867;  Charles  M.  married  Han¬ 
nah  Collins,  Dec.  25,  1857,  and  is  now  living 
in  Greene  Comity,  Iowa;  Martha  J.  became  the 
wife  of  William  Murray  in  1849,  and  now  resides 
in  Dallas  County,  Iowa;  William  wedded  Char¬ 
lotte  R.  Willits  in  1865,  and  makes  his  home  in  this 
county;  Ellen  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Wagner 
in  1860,  and  is  living  in  Jackson  County,  Ore.; 
Ira  became  the  husband  of  Hannah  J.  Wills  in 
1866,  and  now  lives  in  Seventy-Six  Township;  and 
Melissa,  widow  of  Newton  G.  Long,  residing  in 
Adel,  Iowa.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  a 
most  estimable  lady,  and  a  kind  and  loving  wife 
and  mother.  She  will  live  in  the  memory  of  her 
husband  and  children  until  at  last,  when  “length  of 
years  have  made  them  tired  of  earthly  joys,  and 
the  curtain  of  death  gently  closes  around  their  last 
sleep  of  human  existence,”  the}q  each  in  his  turn, 
are  laid  beneath  the  sod. 

After  two  and  a  quarter  years,  our  subject  realiz¬ 
ing  that  a  home  from  which  an  affectionate  wife 
and  a  kind  mother  has  been  taken  is  a  barren  spot, 
a  desert  without  a  single  oasis,  wedded  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
garet  Whitaker,  widow  of  I.  S.  Whitaker,  the 
ceremony  taking  place  May  27,  1850.  The  lady  is 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Duncan)  Dimviddie, 
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and  by  their  union  three  children  have  been  born, 
two  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Mary  M.,  the 
only  surviving  one,  is  the  wife  of  James  H.  Letts. 
She  was  born  in  Muscatine  County,  Feb.  1,  1854, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  March  1,  1877.  Po¬ 
litically,  our  subject  is  a  strong  advocate  and 
earnest  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while 
religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  his  wife  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  for  forty -five  years  has  been  numbered 
among  its  best  citizens.  His  life  has  been  an  indus¬ 
trious  one,  and  besides  laboring  for  himself  he  has 
aided  greatly  in  the  advancement  of  his  adopted 
county,  furthering  in  all  possible  ways  her  enter¬ 
prises,  and  endeavoring  to  advance  her  moral 
interests.  He  is  now  an  old  man,  his  life’s  work  is 
nearly  ended,  but  as  he  glances  back  over  his  past 
record  he  need  feel  no  remorse  for  past  misdeeds, 
for  his  life  has  been  such  as  any  young  man  might 
do  well  to  follow. 


4 


ARTIN  BERGEN,  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  residing  on  sections  8  and  9, 
Bloomington  Township,  was  born  in  Queens 
County,  Ireland,  in  1816,  and  is  a  son  of 
Mark  and  Mary  (Connell)  Bergen,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  county,  where  they 
resided  until  called  from  this  earth  by  death.  Mar¬ 
tin  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
but  only  one  besides  himself  came  to  America — 
Margaret,  who  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Henni- 
ray,  a  resident  of  New  Yrork.  Our  subject  received 
his  education  in  his  native  land,  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood,  remaining  under  the  parental 
roof  until  1845,  when  he  bid  good-by  to  his  kin¬ 
dred  and  friends  and  set  sail  for  America.  After 
his  arrival  he  remained  for  a  short  time  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  after  which  he  became  a  resident  of  Ohio, 
where  he  was  employed  by  Gov.  William  Allen,  as 
manager  of  his  farm,  and  remained  in  that  position 
for  six  years.  Desiring  to  cast  his  lot  with  the 
pioneers  of  the  West,  in  1855  he  emigrated  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  where  he  rented  a  farm  in  Moscow 
Township,  continuing  its  cultivation  until  1863. 


At  that  time  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Bloomington  Township,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  cent¬ 
ury  has  made  it  his  home.  From  the  raw,  wild 
condition  in  which  he  found  it  he  transformed  the 
land  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  and 
by  subsequent  purchase  has  added  to  it  until  now 
170  broad  acres  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  culti¬ 
vation. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1847,  Mr.  Berg’en  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Key,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Queens  County,  Ireland,  born 
Jan.  1,  1820.  Her  parents  were  John  and  Rose 
(Daugherty)  Key,  the  father  a  native  of  Queens 
County,  and  the  mother  of  Carroll  County,  Ire¬ 
land.  The  death  of  her  father  occurred  in  his  na¬ 
tive  land,  after  which  Mrs.  Key  came  to  this  country, 
making  her  home  with  Mrs.  Bergen  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  March  4,  1873.  By  the  union  of 
this  worthy  couple  seven  children  have  been  born, 
six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mary  A.,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  John  Richards,  a  merchant  of  Musca¬ 
tine;  Rosa,  who  wedded  John  Walker,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Bloomington  Township;  Mark,  at  home; 
John,  who  has  charge  of  the  home  farm,  Mag¬ 
gie  and  Elizabeth.  One  child  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  have  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  work  of  that  denomination.  Mr.  Bergen,  in  his 
political  sentiments,  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a  man  who  encourages  and  sustains 
every  enterprise  for  the  advancement  and  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  the  community,  and  ranks  among  the  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Bloomington  Township. 

<\Y/  OHN  P.  LEWIS,  an  early  settler  of  this 
county,  was  born  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  May 
11,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Perry)  Lewis,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  born  Sept.  10,  ]  788,  the  latter  born  in  Shep- 
herdstown,  Ya.,  in  1799.  Their  marriage  was  cele¬ 
brated  at  Uniontown,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1817, 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  but  only  two  are  now  liv¬ 
ing:  John  P.,  of  this  sketch;  Mary,  born  Dec.  17, 
1819,  wedded  Thomas  Shanabarger,  and  both  are 
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now  deceased;  Sarah,  born  April  6,  1822,  is  the  wife 
of  Robert  Voorhies,  of  Hancock  County,  Iowa; 
Elizabeth,  born  March  19,  1824,  married  John  Core, 
and  died  in  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa;  William  N., 
born  Feb.  28,  1826,  died  near  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio, 
about  1853;  Harriet,  born  Aug.  19,  1828,  married 
a  Mr.  Lytle,  and  her  death  occurred  in  Smith  field, 
Pa.;  Benjamin,  born  Aug.  1,  1830,  died  in  Van 
Buren  County,  about  the  year  1853;  Rebecca,  born 
Aug.  8,  1835,  married  John  Chase,  and  after  his 
death  John  Dettras,  her  own  death  occurring  in 
1888;  Margaret,  born  Aug.  7,  1833,  died  in  child¬ 
hood. 

The  father  of  this  family  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  on  guard  duty  when 
Perry’s  fleet  was  being  prepared.  He  was  also  with 
Gen.  Harrison  on  the  raid  to  Canada  after  Proctor. 
The  death  of  Mrs.  Lewis  occurred  Oct.  30,  1836, 
and  he  was  again  married,  Mrs.  Catherine  Clawson 
becoming  his  wife.  To  them  were  born  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Thomas  N.,  born  July  30,  1840,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Samuel  J.,  born  Aug.  17,  1842,  enlisted  in 
the  5th  Wisconsin  Battery  as  bugler,  and  now  re¬ 
sides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Martha  E.,  born  April 
2,  1847,  is  the  wife  of  S.  J.  Butler,  of  Warren,  Ill. 
Mr.  Lewis  departed  this  life  Dec.  21,1849.  Po¬ 
litically,  he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  a  great  ad¬ 
mirer  of  Henry  Clay.  For  many  years  he  served 
as  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a  consistent  member.  As  a  citizen,  he  was 
loyal;  as  a  neighbor,  accommodating;  as  a  hus¬ 
band  and  father,  loving  and  kind;  as  a  Christian, 
true  and  faithful. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  na¬ 
tive  town,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  In  the  fall  of  1842 
he  went  to  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  tailoring  business,  which  line  he 
followed  for  many  years,  having  previously  learned 
the  trade  with  his  father,  who  was  also  a  tailor. 
While  at  Mt.  Vernon  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Mitchell,  their  union  being  cele¬ 
brated  on  the  3d  of  January,  1847.  The  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  Sept.  21,  1790.  Her  father  emigrated  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  later  to  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
some  time  in  1814,  there  living  in  what  is  known 


as  block  houses  or  forts — buildings  erected  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  settlers’  families  from  the  Indians,  who 
were  very  troublesome  at  that  date.  Mr.  Mitchell’s 
wife  was  Lydia  Bryant,  who  was  born  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  June  18,  1797,  and  to  them  were  born  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  and  womanhood,  namely:  Abigal,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Luke  Dunshe,  and  died  in  Iowa;  Phoebe  Ann 
married  Thomas  Murphy,  who  died  in  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ohio,  where  she  is  now  living;  Nathaniel,  who  re¬ 
sides  in  Latah,  Spokane  Co.,  W.  T. ;  .James,  a  sol¬ 
dier  of  the  late  war,  died  in  a  hospital  boat  near 
Vicksburg;  William  died  near  Cincinnati;  Samuel 
B.  enlisted,  and  was  killed  at  Chickamauga,  Tenn.; 
John  M.,  who  enlisted  in  the  24th  Iowa  Infantry, 
serving  as  a  (lag  bearer,  was  confined  in  Libby 
Prison,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Toledo,  Tama  Co., 
Iowa;  Hannah  died  in  infancy;  Cyrus  was  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  an  Ohio  regiment;  LaFayette  enlisted,  and 
died  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Sept.  1,  1863,  from  dis¬ 
ease  contracted  on  account  of  exposure.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mitchell  were  both  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  husband  died  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1875,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  Dec.  9,  1884, 
when  she  too  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  Fifty 
years  of  happy  wedded  life  were  passed  by  them, 
during  which  time  they  shared  eacli  other’s  joys 
and  sorrows,  griefs  and  happiness,  which  are  the 
common  portion  of  all. 

In  1852  our  subject,  John  P.  Lewis,  came  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he  was  numbered  among  the 
leading  merchant  tailors  for  thirty-two  years.  By 
economy  and  good  management,  although  begin¬ 
ning  life  in  limited  circumstances,  he  has  secured  a 
comfortable  competence,  and  has  a  good  home  in 
the  city.  Politically,  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  honored  with 
several  local  offices  of  trust.  By  his  union  with 
Mary  Mitchell  nine  children  have  been  born: 
Charles  J\,  born  Jan.  15,  1848,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Wyoming  Territory;  Frank,  born  July  31,  1849, 
was  one  of  Muscatine’s  most  promising  young  men. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  First  Na- 
tional  Bank  of  this  place  as  bookkeeper,  the  follow¬ 
ing  year  was  promoted  to  cashier,  which  position 
he  held  for  sixteen  years,  when,  in  1885,  he  went 
to  McPherson,  Kan.,  where  he  engaged  in  banking 
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until  his  death,  which  took  place  Oct.  4,  1888. 
Lydia  E.  died  in  childhood;  Walter,  born  March  3, 
1853,  is  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County;  Anna  B., 
born  Feb.  13,  1855,  is  one  of  the  successful  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  schools  of  Muscatine;  Harvey  W.  died  in 
infancy;  Mary  B.,  born  July  10,  1860,  is  the  wife 
of  George  Smalley  Plumber,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
this  county;  Katie  S.,  born  Oct.  1,  1865,  and  Etta, 
born  Oct.  3,  1867,  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lewis  have  many  warm  friends  in  Muscatine,  and 
are  highly  respected  by  all. 

- 

AMUEL  STORM,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Muscatine  County  of  1837,  now  residing 
on  section  25,  Cedar  Township,  was  born 
on  the  12th  of  November,  1807,  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Barbara 
Ann  (Freshoue)  Storm,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Virginia,  of  German  parentage.  The  death  of  Mr. 
Storm  occurred  in  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years,  and  his  wife  also  died  in  the  same  State,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety- three.  The}^  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
a  mature  age.  They  were — George,  John,  Susanna, 
Mary,  Peter,  Daniel,  Betsy,  Jacob,  Joseph,  Rebecca 
and  Samuel,  all  of  whom  have  now  passed  away 
with  the  exception  of  John,  who  is  now  in  his  ninety- 
ninth  year,  and  lives  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  and 
Samuel,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  until  thirty 
years  of  age  remained  an  inmate  of  his  father’s 
home.  He  then  determined  to  take  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Iowa,  and  in  the  spring  of  1837  made  the 
journey  to  this  State,  which  was  then  a  part  of  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  settled  in  Muscatine 
County.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  entered  160 
acres  of  land,  which  he  later  purchased  at  the  land 
sales.  This  was  entirely  unimproved,  but  soon 
after  his  purchase  he  built  a  little  log  cabin,  in 
which  he  made  his  home  for  several  years.  He 
later  purchased  another  tract  of  160  acres,  and 
subsequently  bought  a  land  warrant  of  160  acres 
for  $120,  the  total  aggregate  then  being  480 
acres.  He  has  since  sold  part  of  his  land,  having 


now  remaining  about  360  acres.  For  about  three 
3’ears  after  his  arrival  he  lived  in  his  little  cabin 
all  alone,  but  since  that  time  he  has  hired  a  man 
and  his  wife  to  keep  house  for  him,  as  he  has 
passed  his  daj’s  in  single  blessedness. 

In  1854  Mr.  Storm  returned  to  his  Ohio  home, 
and  there  resided  with  his  mother  for  four  years, 
or  until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1858.  He 
then  came  back  to  this  county,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  live.  He  carries  on  general  farming, 
and  engages  more  or  less  in  stock-raising,  keeping 
a  good  grade  of  cattle  and  full-blooded  Poland- 
China  hogs,  which  he  feeds  and  then  sells  to  ship¬ 
pers.  He  has  made  many  useful  and  ornamental 
improvements  on  his  land,  transforming  it  from  a 
wild,  unbroken  prairie,  into  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  township,  and  in  1863  he  erected  a  nice 
frame  house  at  a  cost  of  $1,700.  In  his  earlier 
years  Mr.  Storm  was  one  of  the  opposers  of  slavery, 
but  when  the  war  finally  came  which  blotted  out 
its  existence,  he  was  too  old  to  enter  the  ranks  and 
take  an  active  part  in  the  struggle,  although  his 
sympathy  and  support  were  always  with  the  boys 
in  blue.  Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  advocated  by  the  Democratic  party.  He  is 
one  of  Muscatine  County’s  most  valuable  citizens, 
ever  having  its  interests  at  heart,  and  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  airy  enterprise  for  the 
public  good.  A  portrait  of  Mr.  Storm  is  given  in 
connection  with  this  sketch. 


^f1  OHN  NEGUS,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
12,  Bloomington  Township,  was  born  in 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  in  1851,  and  was  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to 
Isaac  and  Mary  (Cappock)  Negus.  His  father  emi¬ 
grated  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day,  taking  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Henry  County,  but  some  years  later  came 
to  Muscatine  County,  settling  on  Ogilvies  Hill, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  for  many 
years.  He  later  removed  to  a  farm  in  Goshen 
Township,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1883,  and 
where  his  widow  is  jret  living  on  the  old  farm. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
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district  schools  of  this  State.  He  later  resolved  to 
learn  the  harness  trade,  but  after  working  at  it 
for  a  year  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  farm,  as  it 
did  not  agree  with  his  health.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  raising  small  fruits  of  various  kinds  adapted  to 
this  climate,  which  he  sells  mostly  in  the  home 
market.  Since  1878  he  has  been  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  12,  Bloomington  Township,  where  he  owns  a 
comfortable  farm,  which  is  pleasantly  situated  about 
four  miles  from  the  city  of  Muscatine.  He  devotes 
almost  his  entire  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
fruit,  and  everything  about  his  place  denotes  thrift 
and  enterprise. 

In  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  in  1874,  Mr.  Negus 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  M.  Gidley,  who 
is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  Gidley,  who  were  born  in  the  same  State. 
When  she  was  but  a  small  child,  both  of  her  par¬ 
ents  died,  and  she  was  reared  by  Thomas  and 
Esther  Sharp,  whose  name  she  was  always  known 
by.  By  their  union  five  children  have  been  born, 
all  yet  at  home,  namely :  William  B.,  Alice  E., 
Edwin  J.,  Hervey  S.  and  Henry  A.,  the  last  two 
named  being  twins.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Negus  are 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  are  earnest 
Christian  people,  who  take  an  active  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  that  denomination.  Politically,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  at  present 
holds  the  office  of  School  Director.  The  cause  of 
education  finds  in  him  a  true  friend,  one  who  is  al¬ 
ways  ready  and  willing  to  introduce  the  best 
methods  of  instruction  in  the  public  schools.  He 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  in  the 
community  where  he  resides,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances. 

.  ooo  . 

-  ooo  - 

jkM  RS.  SARAH  A.  PORTER,  who  has  been  a 
ll  1\\  resident  °f  Muscatine  County  for  many 
J  il'  years,  and  is  now  living  in  Conesville,  was 
*  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  daughter  of 

Henry  G.  and  Hannah  (Negley)  Ilesser.  Her  fa¬ 
ther  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  May  4,  1792,  and 
died  Jan.  15,  1871 ,  while  his  wife,  who  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1793,  departed  this  life  Feb.  7,  1875.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children:  Elizabeth  C., 


widow  of  Rev.  J.  G.  McKeehan,  is  now  living  in 
Chambersburg,  Pa.;  Lydia,  widow  of  Dr.  C.  G. 
Reinhold,  is  a  resident  of  Williamsport,  Pa.; 
William  and  Mary  Jane  both  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  Ann,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Martha  Jane  wedded  William  Hess,  who 
died  in  1857,  and  had  been  a  widow  for  seventeen 
years  when  she  became  the  wife  of  W.  II.  Stewart, 
of  Muscatine,  who  died  in  January,  1881,  her  own 
death  occurring  on  the  24th  of  September  follow¬ 
ing;  George  Washington  died  when  four  years  of 
age;  Hannah  C.  was  the  wife  of  Isaac  Harless,  and 
after  his  death  wedded  Robert  N.  Cawdery,  who 
died  in  1888,  but  she  yet  resides  in  Washington 
Territory;  Joseph  H.  makes  his  home  in  Calhoun 
County,  Iowa,  and  Charles  W.  is  living  in  Clay 
Centre,  Kan. 

Miss  Ilesser  spent  the  days  of  her  girlhood  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  that  State  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  J.  B.  Porter,  the  ceremony  being  per¬ 
formed  Ma3^  15,  1853.  Mr.  Porter  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  April  22,  1802,  and  was  a  son 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Buchanan)  Porter.  Ills 
father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  in  an  early  day 
emigrated  to  America,  and  participated  in  the 
famous  Boston  Tea  Party,  where  the  men,  dressed 
as  Indians,  threw  a  ship-load  of  tea  into  the  sea  at 
Boston  Harbor.  During  the  Revolutionary  War 
he  served  under  Gen.  Washington  for  seven  years, 
and  was  with  him  at  Yorktown,  Pa.,  at  the  dis¬ 
bandment  of  the  army.  Mrs.  Porter  was  a  second 
cousin  of  James  Buchanan,  one  of  the  Presidents 
of  the  United  States. 

J.  B.  Porter,  the  husband  of  our  subject,  had 
been  previously  married,  his  first  union  being  with 
Miss  Rebecca  Pfouts,  and  to  them  were  born  five 
children:  David  James,  who  is  now  living  in  Ne¬ 
vada;  Anna  E.,  wife  of  Jesse  Gubb,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  Mary,  widow  of  John  R.  Porter,  residing  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Thomas,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  Rebecca,  who  died  in  child¬ 
hood.  In  early  life  Mr.  Porter  followed  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  school  teaching,  and  for  eighteen  years 
was  the  teacher  of  one  school  in  Liverpool,  Pa. 
For  many  years  lie  served  as  County  Superintend¬ 
ent  in  that  State,  and  after  coming  to  Iowa  held 
the  position  of  County  Superintendent  of  Louisa 
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County  for  two  years.  Being  gifted  with  oratori¬ 
cal  powers,  and  taking  great  interest  in  political 
affairs,  he  often  made  political  speeches,  and  during 
the  several  campaigns  canvassed  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  supported  the  Whig  party  during 
his  earlier  years,  but  at  its  dissolution  he  enlisted 
in  the  ranks  of  the  new  Republican  party,  and  was 
ever  afterward  one  of  its  firm  advocates.  He, 
however,  once  voted  for  Andrew  Jackson,  of  which 
fact  he  seemed  rather  ashamed,  as  he  would  al ways 
add:  “I  never  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  but 
that  once,  though.” 

For  thirteen  years  after  their  marriage  Dr.  Porter 
and  his  wife  remained  residents  of  Pennsylvania, 
when,  deciding  to  cast  their  lot  in  the  West,  they 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Louisa  County, 
where  they  remained  until  in  February,  1865,  and 
then  removed  to  Muscatine  County.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  for  thirty  years 
prior  to  his  death  had  been  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in 
its  advancement.  On  the  9th  of  September,  1883, 
he  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  leaving  behind  the 
loving  wife  who  had  been  to  him  a  true  helpmate 
for  thirty  years.  Mrs.  Porter  is  still  residing  in 
C'onesville.  Her  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  cause 
of  the  Master  for  fifty-two  years,  for  which  time 
she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  is  numbered  among  Muscatine 
County’s  most  noble  women,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  for  her  many  excellencies  of  character. 


,  ETER  SCHMITT,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Bloomington  Township,  residing  on  section 
16,  was  born  in  Hesse,  Germany,  in  1845, 
and  was  the  fifth  child  born  to  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Spilger)  Schmitt,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Hesse.  Throughout  his  entire  life  his  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  1857 
Peter  Schmitt,  Sr.,  bade  good-by  to  his  native  land, 
and  accompanied  by  his  family,  boarded  a  sailing- 
vessel,  and  after  forty-six  days  spent  on  the  water, 
landed  in  America.  Going  to  Rock  Island  County, 
Ill.,  he  there  purchased  a  farm,  upon  which  he  still 
continues  to  reside.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Schmitt  de¬ 
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parted  this  life  in  1879.  The  other  members  of 
their  family  who  are  still  living  are:  George,  who 
is  married,  and  resides  in  Pike  Township;  Adam, 
who  is  married,  and  resides  at  Nichol’s  Station ; 
Adon,  who  is  married,  and  resides  in  Rock  Island 
County,  Ill. ;  Michael,  also  married,  is  a  resident  of 
Illinois;  and  Katie,  now  Mrs.  Dernier,  is  living  in 
Chicago. 

Our  subject  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  a  farm,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land  and  the  district 
schools  of  Illinois.  While  residing  in  Rock  Island 
County,  that  State,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Catherine  Schleinmer,  their  union  being  celebrated 
in  1869.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Baden,  and  a 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Anna  Maria  (Scherman) 
Schlemmer,  who  were  also  born  in  Baden,  Ger¬ 
many.  Her  father  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  with 
his  family  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1851, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  removal  in 
1855  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  28th  of  April,  1888,  when  nearly 
eighty-six  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Schlemmer  survived 
her  husband  but  a  short  time,  her  death  occurring 
Aug.  12,  1888,  at  the  age  Of  seventy-nine  years. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Muscatine,  and  of  their  family  three  are 
yet  living:  George,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Ne¬ 
braska;  Effie,  now  Mrs.  Schnesler,  of  Bloomington 
Township;  and  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Frymark,  who  is 
also  a  resident  of  Bloomington  Township. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schmitt  lo¬ 
cated  in  Rock  Island  County,  Ill.,  but  after  a  short 
residence  there  removed  to  Chicago,  where  they 
resided  for  two  years,  being  there  during  the  great 
fire  of  1871,  in  which  their  property  was  all  de¬ 
stroyed.  In  1877  they  removed  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Schmitt  purchased  an  im¬ 
proved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  by  subsequent  purchase  until  he  now  owns 
120  acres  of  fine  arable  land,  which  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  which  is  stocked  with  a 
good  grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  In  his 
political  sentiments,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 

By  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple  eight  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born— Katie,  Adam,  Emma,  John, 


Willie.  Louisa,  Ida  and  Clara,  who  are  all  at  home 
attending  school.  The  parents  are  both  members 
of  the  German  Presbyterian  Church  of  Muscatine, 
and  since  coming  to  this  county  have  won  many 
friends  who  hold  them  in  high  esteem. 
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KV.  JAMES  B.  HAWLEY,  who  for  many 
years  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county, 
was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  near 
^Rome,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1809,  and  is  a 
son  of  Bryan  and  Harriet  (Blakely)  Hawley,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  father 
was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  participated 
in  the  battle  at  Sackett’s  Harbor.  To  them  were 
born  a  family  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom 
lived  to  maturity,  but  our  subject  is  now  the  only 
survivor.  In  1825  Bryan  Hawley  went  to  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  two  years  later  emigrated  to 
Lee  Count}",  Ill.,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  acted 
as  Class-Leader  for  many  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  until  the  fall  of 
1830,  when  he  went  to  Ohio.  He  there  became 
acquainted  with  Miss  Rhoda  Colver,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  the  lady  afterward  became  his  wife. 
In  1836,  accompanied  by  his  family,  Mr.  Hawley 
removed  to  Lee  County,  Ill.,  where  he  entered  land 
and  developed  a  farm,  upon  which  he  built  a  log- 
cabin,  and  there  passed  many  happy  years.  In 
1852  he  came  to  Muscatine,  Towa,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  for  a  short  time,  when  he 
sold  out,  embarking  in  the  manufacture  of  stone¬ 
ware,  near  Fail-port.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  pri¬ 
vate  in  the  37th  Iowa  Regiment,  known  as  the 
Graybeard  Regiment,  remaining  in  the  service 
until  November,  1 863,  when  he  was  discharged  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  account  of  physical  disability. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and.  Mrs.  Hawley  nine  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Clarinda  II.,  widow  of  Charles  Iligbey,  is  now  a 
resident  of  Creston,  Iowa;  Henry  B.,  residing  in 
Woodbury  County,  Iowa,  served  as  a  soldier  dur¬ 


ing  the  Rebellion;  Huldah,  widow  of  William  Spen¬ 
cer,  of  Creston,  Towa;  Clarissa,  wife  of  W.  P. 
Egbert,  of  Cass  County,  Iowa;  Mary,  wife  of  George 
Robey,  of  Hyde  County,  Dak.  Oran,  also  a  sol¬ 
dier  of  the  late  war,  died  in  Henry  County.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1860,  and  Mr. 
Hawley  afterward  married  Margaret  I.  Warren, 
widow  of  Sylvanus  Warren,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  1868.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  his  pres¬ 
ent  wife  in  1870.  She  was  formerly  Mrs.  Sarah 
Morford,  widow  of  Thomas  Morford,  whose  sketch 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Hawley  is  one  of  the  highly  respected  citi¬ 
zens  of  Muscatine  County,  having  lived  an  upright 
and  honorable  life,  against  which  naught  can  be 
said.  He  was  ordained  in  Winnebago  County,  Ill., 
as  Elder  by  Bishop  Jayne,  and  as  local  preacher  by 
Bishop  Scott,  of  Oskaloosa.  Iowa.  Politically,  he 
is  a  Republican,  having  aliiliated  with  that  party 
since  its  organization. 


SHEPHERD  SMALLEY,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Muscatine  County,  Towa,  was  born  in 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  12.  1817, 
and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Rhoda  (Shep¬ 
herd)  Smalley,  who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  emigrated  to  Hamilton  County  in  1816.  They 
had  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  yet  living:  Abraham,  a  resident  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  Iowa;  Shepherd,  of  this  sketch;  John,  a  re¬ 
tired  merchant  of  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  Rhoda, 
wife  of  J.  II.  Canon,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa.  Andrew 
Smalley  was  a  man  well  posted  on  all  affairs,  both 
State  and  National,  and  in  an  early  day  studied 
medicine,  but  not  thinking  the  profession  suited  to 
his  taste  he  abandoned  it.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Jackson  Democrat.  He  died  in  July,  1839.  Mrs. 
Smalley  survived  him  many  years,  her  death  oc¬ 
curring  in  1883. 


Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  primi¬ 
tive  log  school-house  so  common  at  that  day.  and 
in  1839  came  with  the  family  to  Muscatine,  Iowa. 
His  father  died  the  same  year,  and  the  support  of 
the  family  devolved  upon  his  older  brother  and 
himself.  On  the  19th  of  February,  1845,  he  led  to 
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the  marriage  altar  Miss  Minerva  Drury,  a  daughter 
of  Isaiah  and  Priscilla  (Reynolds)  Drury,  who  were 
natives  of  Indiana.  Mrs.  Smalley  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  April  13,  1813.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  a  family  of  five  children:  William 
D.,  born  Feb.  4,  1846;  Andrew  J.,  July  20,  1847; 
Priscilla,  born  Nov.  22,  1849,  the  wife  of  James  B. 
Hartman;  Rhoda,  born  Sept.  8,  1851,  is  the  wife  of 
George  Shields,  of  this  county;  Frank  L.,  born 
May  5,  1854,  is  engaged  in  the  oil  business  in  Des 
Moines.  Mrs.  Smalley  died  June  25,  1888,  and  her 
death  was  mourned  by  many  friends  by  whom  she 
was  greatly  beloved  and  respected. 

Mr.  Smalley  began  life  in  limited  circumstances, 
but  with  characteristic  energy  he  set  to  work  to 
secure  a  competence,  and  has  succeeded  beyond  his 
expectations,  being  now  able  to  retire  from  active 
life  and  live  upon  the  fruits  of  the  toil  of  former 
years.  He  lias  laid  out  two  additions  to  the  city 
of  Muscatine — Smalley’s  first  and  second  additions. 
At  one  time  he  owned  over  1,000  acres  of  land  in 
this  county,  and  now  owns  a  large  tract  in  Kossuth 
County,  Iowa,  of  520  acres,  besides  100  acres  in 
Rock  Island  County,  Ill.  In  connection  with  his 
land  he  owns  thirty  buildings  in  Muscatine,  which 
he  rents.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  county  for  half  a  century,  has  witnessed  the 
many  changes  which  have  taken  place,  has  seen  the 
transformation  from  the  wild  and  unsettled  prairie 
to  a  highly  cultivated  and  prosperous  county,  and 
in  this  work  has  always  gladly  borne  his  part. 

ALVIN  ADAMS,  an  honored  citizen  of 
Muscatine  County  since  1848,  now  residing 
in  Bloomington  Township,  was  born  in 
Pike  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  5,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of 
Harvey  and  Luna  (Barber)  Adams,  the  father  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  the  mother  of  Connecti¬ 
cut.  They  became  acquainted  and  were  married 
in  the  Empire  State,  after  which  they  emigrated  to 
Ohio  about  the  year  1811,  settling  in  Pike  County, 
where  they  resided  for  several  years.  Later  they 
removed  to  Scioto  County,  where  they  made  their 
home  until  coming  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Adams  here  entered  360  acres  of  land,  and  by 


subsequent  purchases  added  forty  acres,  making  an 
aggregate  of  400  acres,  which  was  situated  in  Lake 
Township.  Upon  that  farm  he  made  his  home 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1872,  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years.  He  was  an  active,  enterprising 
and  prominent  citizen,  and  took  a  great  interest  in 
political  affairs.  During  his  earlier  3rears  he  voted 
with  the  Whig  party,  but  at  its  dissolution  he 
joined  the  Republican  party,  and  until  his  death 
gave  it  his  most  earnest  support.  His  wife  died  in 
1875,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  while  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gregational  Church.  To  them  were  born  four 
children:  Lola  became  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Loyde,  but 
both  are  now  deceased;  Emily  wedded  J.  P.  Hitch¬ 
cock,  and  thej’-  too  are  deceased;  Elizabeth,  the 
widow  of  David  Stewart,  who  resides  in  Lake 
Township,  and  Calvin,  complete  the  family. 

In  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State  the 
education  of  our  subject  was  received.  During  the 
earlier  years  of  his  life  he  aided  his  father  in  the 
labors  of  the  farm.  He  came  with  the  family  to 
Muscatine  County  in  1848,  remaining  under  the 
parental  roof  until  1854,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Letitia  Moore,  a  native  of 
Scioto  County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Cornelius 
and  Eliza  (Fryer)  Moore,  who  were  born  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  union  of  this  worthy  couple  has  been 
blessed  with  a  family  of  four  children:  Luna,  wife 
of  George  Beatty,  a  resident  farmer  of  Moscow 
Township;  Frank,  at  home;  Emma,  who  is  a  tal¬ 
ented  musician,  and  for  the  past  two  years  has  been 
teaching  in  the  city  of  Muscatine,  and  Alice,  who 
is  a  very  successful  school  teacher. 

The  first  purchase  of  land  made  by  Mr.  Adams 
in  Muscatine  County  consisted  of  an  80-acre  tract 
in  Lake  Township,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
thirty-four  years,  there  developing  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  community.  In  1882  he  purchased  a 
small  farm  of  thirty  acres  in  Bloomington  Town¬ 
ship,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  His  life  has 
been  one  of  industry  and  enterprise.  His  business 
is  that  of  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  in 
which  he  has  been  quite  successful,  and  has  become 
one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  the  county.  At 
the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Iowa,  from  the  city  of 


,  k  262 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


Muscatine  to  his  home,  a  distance  of  six  miles, 
there  were  but  a  few  log  cabins.  The  country  was 
a  wild,  unsettled  prairie,  covered  with  wild  grass, 
which  grew  as  high  as  a  man’s  head.  Not  only  has 
Mr.  Adams  witnessed  the  changes  which  have 
transformed  this  region  into  one  of  the  finest 
counties  in  the  great  State  of  Iowa,  but  has  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  great  progress  that  has  been  made. 
He  has  been  prominent  in  the  promotion  of  every 
enterprise  for  the  public  good,  and  has  given  his 
support  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  social,  moral  and 
educational  interests  of  the  com  mu  nit}-.  lie  has 
held  various  township  offices  of  trust,  and  takes 
great  interest  in  the  work  of  temperance,  being  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Prohi¬ 
bition  party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  deservedly  re¬ 
ceive  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 
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G)  EO ROE  NITZ,  a  leading  farmer  of  Fulton 
7  Township,  residing  on  section  8,  is  a  native 

_ I  of  Switzerland,  born  Feb.  24,  1824.  His 

parents,  Martin  and  Barbara  (Beck)  Nitz,  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  country,  his  father  born  in 
1789,  died  in  1855,  at  the  age  of  sixty -six  years, 
while  his  mother,  born  in  1788,  died  in  1853,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  but  only  two  are  now  living: 
George,  of  this  sketch,  and  Mary,  widow  of  a  Mr. 
Papst. 

When  only  ten  years  of  age  our  subject  left  the 
parental  roof,  remaining  from  home  for  five  years, 
returning  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  with  his  parents  until  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  when  he  left  home  and  was  employed 
at  any  work  which  he  could  find  to  do.  After  two 
years  spent  at  various  labors  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Barbara  Ilabb,  their  union  being 
celebrated  Sept.  14.  1850.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Barbara  (Brubacher)  Habb,  who  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Nitz  is 
the  only  one  now  living,  her  brothers,  Jacob,  John 
and  Rudolph,  having  all  departed  this  life. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nitz  remained 
in  Switzerland  for  four  years,  when,  resolving  to 
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make  their  future  home  in  America,  they  embarked 
in  a  sailing-vessel,  which  left  Havre,  France,  on  the 
23d  of  March,  1854,  landing  at  New  York  April  22. 
From  that  city  they  continued  their  journey  until 
reaching  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  they  continued 
to  reside  for  fifteen  years,  Mr.  Nitz  there  engaging 
in  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he  had  learned  in 
his  native  land.  For  two  years  after  leaving  Dav¬ 
enport,  Iowa,  he  was  employed  in  the  plow  works 
of  John  Deere,  at  Moline,  Ill.,  and  then  came  to 
Muscatine  County,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  which  forms  a  part  of  his  present  farm, 
but  to  that  original  purchase  he  has  added  until  he 
now  owns  360  acres,  eighty  acres  on  section  7,  120 
on  section  8,  and  160  on  section  19.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  about  eight  acres  of  timber  the  farm  is 
all  arable  land,  and  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation. 

Four  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nitz:  Robert,  born  Sept.  27,  1851, 
is  now  a  resident  of  this  county;  Barbara  is  the 
wife  of  Herman  Lamb,  a  resident  of  Muscatine 
.  County;  Henry,  born  Oct.  4,  1856,  died  when  only 
nine  months  old;  Henry  G.,who  was  named  for  his 
brother,  was  born  Nov.  22,  1866,  and  yet  resides 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  Nitz  has  been  honored  by 
his  fellow-citizens  with  several  local  offices  of  trust, 
and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  Township 
Trustee.  .Since  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  he  has  supported  the  Democratic  party,  and 
is  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  community 
in  which  he  resides. 

H  l^-'I'IAM  VANATTA,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Muscatine  County,  residing  on  section  1, 
Wy  Seventy-Six  Township,  was  born  in  Beaver 
County,  Pa.,  Nov.  7,  1811.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Betsy  (Hull)  Yanatta,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  born  in  1771,  and 
died  in  1837,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
wife  was  born  in  1784,  and  died  in  1868,  aged 
eiglity-four  years.  Mr.  Yanatta  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  was  also  engaged  for  about  twelve 
years  in  running  a  ferry  across  the  Ohio  River  at 
Beaver.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  tliir- 


teen  children,  eight  sons  and  five  daughters,  three 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  four  died  after  reaching 
maturity,  and  six  are  still  living:  Rachel,  who  is 
now  eighty-four  years  of  age,  is  the  widow  of 
Joshua  Stern,  of  Mercer  County,  111.;  Mary,  who 
is  eighty -two  years  of  age,  is  the  wife  of  John  Day, 
formerly  of  Illinois,  now  living  in  Kansas,  and 
who  has  been  blind  for  sixteen  years;  William, 
our  subject,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  and  was 
the  twin  brother  of  James,  who  died  in  1886; 
Thomas,  living  in  Jasper  County,  Iowa,  is  now  in 
his  seventy-second  year;  Garshom,  who  is  sixty  - 
nine  years  of  age,  is  a  resident  of  Washington  Ter¬ 
ritory;  Eliza,  who  is  sixty-two  years  old,  is  the 
widow  of  Richard  Kiddoo,  and  resides  in  Mercer 
County,  Ill. 

William  Yanatta,  our  subject,  spent  the  days  of 
his  childhood  and  youth  upon  his  father’s  farm, 
remaining  under  the  parental  roof  until  the  age  of 
twenty-four.  He  was  then  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Matilda  Brobeck,  their  union  being  celebrated 
March  19,  1835.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  Virginia, 
born  March  1,  1815,  and  is  the  second  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
who  were  born  to  Phil  and  Margaret  (Baker)  Bro¬ 
beck,  natives  of  Germany.  The  young  couple 
began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  of  sixty 
acres  situated  on  Crow’s  Island,  in  the  Ohio  River, 
where  they  resided  for  four  years.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  time  they  removed  to  Mercer  County, 
Pa.,  where  Mr.  Yanatta  purchased  100  acres  of  im¬ 
proved  land.  This  farm  he  cultivated  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  four  ears,  when,  selling  out,  he  determined 
to  come  to  Iowa,  and,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
boarded  a  steamer  at  Beaver,  Ohio.  After  five 
days  they  reached  St.  Louis,  changed  steamers  and 
went  to  Keokuk,  then  crossed  the  rapids  in  a  small 
boat,  and  on  the  “Ocean  Wave”  completed  their 
journey  to  Muscatine  County,  where  they  landed 
April  1,  1846.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  Mr. 
Yanatta  rented  a  farm  for  a  year,  but  before  the 
expiration  of  that  time  he  pui-chased  eightjr  acres 
of  partly  improved  land  on  section  11,  Seventy- 
Six  Township,  though  no  house  had  been  built 
upon  it.  He  immediately  erected  a  little  log  cabin, 
into  which  the  family  moved,  and  there  lived  in 
true  pioneer  style.  He  subsequently  enlarged  the 


cabin,  making  it  his  home  until  the  spring  of 
1869,  when,  selling  out,  he  removed  to  his  present 
home  on  section  1  of  the  same  township.  His  farm 
now  comprises  200  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land, 
160  of  which  are  situated  on  section  1  and  forty 
acres  on  section  12. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yanatta  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Harrison,  the  eldest  son,  who  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  11th  Iowa  Infantry,  offered  up  his  life 
on  the  altar  of  his  country,  dying  in  Jefferson 
City,  Mo.,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  3rears ;  Mar¬ 
garet.  wife  of  B.  D.  Randleman,  of  Muscatine; 
Samuel,  who  is  residing  on  the  old  homestead; 
Amelda,  wife  of  1).  McCabe,  who  lives  in  Sevent}'- 
Six  Township;  Williamson,  a  resident  of  Muscatine; 
Charlotte,  whose  son  Boyd  is  living  with  our  sub¬ 
ject,  the  deceased  wife  of  Elias  Holliday,  and  David, 
who  resides  in  the  city^  of  Muscatine.  The  parents 
of  these  children  are  both  members  of  the  Presby'- 
terian  Church,  and  are  deeply  interested  in  the 
work  of  that  denomination.  Politically,  Mr.  Ya¬ 
natta  is  a  Republican.  For  almost  forty-three  years 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  has  been  a  prominent  worker  for 
its  interests,  and  has  aided  largely  in  its  growth 
and  prosperity^. 

ENRY  MARTIN,  a  resident  of  Muscatine, 
was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  21st 
day  of  May,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Lena  (Frank)  Martin.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  France,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Carl,  who  now 
resides  in  Amsterdam,  Holland;  Herman,  who  is 
also  a  resident  of  the  same  place;  Henry,  of  this 
sketch,  and  Julia,  who  wedded  a  Mr.  Gesler,  and 
resides  in  Hessen,  Germany.  In  1835  the  death  of 
the  father  occurred,  but  Mrs.  Martin  survived  him 
many  years,  dying  in  1869. 

Our  subject  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  country,  and  at  the  age  of  thir¬ 
teen  years  was  apprenticed  to  the  cooper’s  trade, 
serving  a  term  of  four  years,  during  which  time  he 
received  no  wages,  and  part  of  the  time  had  to  pay 
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1 1  is  own  board.  In  1854  lie  left  his  native  land, 
embarking  on  a  sailing-vessel  for  America,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  forty-nine  days  reached  the  har¬ 
bor  of  New  \  ork.  For  a  year  he  made  his  home 
in  that  city,  and  in  1855  removed  to  Iowa,  locating 
at  Muscatine,  where  he  worked  for  two  years  as  a 
journeyman,  and  then  embarked  in  business  for 
himself,  which  he  has  still  continued.  In  1859  he 
was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Miss  Amelia  Hillers,  who  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  in  the  }7ear  1832.  Seven  children  grace 
the  union  of  this  worthy  couple:  Charlotte,  Fred, 
Henry,  Caroline,  John,  Theodore  and  William,  and 
the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken. 

Mr.  Martin  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County.  On  landing  in  New  York  his  capi¬ 
tal  consisted  of  but  ninety-five  cents  in  money  and 
a  young  man’s  bright  hope  of  the  future.  Resolv¬ 
ing  to  make  his  way  in  the  world,  he  at  once  began 
the  search  for  employment,  which  he  soon  found, 
and  his  labors  have  been  unceasing.  lie  has  worked 
hard  and  diligently,  and  has  now  a  comfortable 
competence  laid  up  for  future  years.  He  was  the 
first  of  his  family  to  locate  in  the  United  States, 
and  also  the  first  to  become  a  resident  of  Iowa. 
Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  this 
community. 

— — 

Vlj  OI1N  HOLTZ,  an  early  settler  of  this  county, 

and  one  of  its  leading  citizens,  now  residing 

© 

on  section  10,  Sweetland  Township,  was 
born  in  Germany,  on  the  5th  of  November, 
1826.  He  is  a  son  of  Christian  and  Caroline 
(Klepp)  Holtz.  The  days  of  his  childhood  were 
passed  in  his  native  land,  and  he  was  there  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  He  was  also  a  soldier  of 
the  Baden  Rebellion  of  1848,  and  shortly  after  re¬ 
ceiving  his  discharge  from  the  service  he  emigrated 
to  America.  Crossing  the  broad  ocean  he  reached 
the  harbor  of  New  York  Jan.  12,  1850,  and  from 
that  time  has  been  a  resident  of  the  United  States. 
He  landed  with  no  capital  whatever,  in  fact  was  $10 
in  debt,  but  he  immediately  began  to  work,  de¬ 
termined  to  carve  out  a  fortune  for  himself.  Bor¬ 
rowing  money  enough  from  his  brother-in-law  to 
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purchase  a  wood  saw  and  a  saw-buck,  he  earned 
his  first  money  in  America  at  the  humble  occupa¬ 
tion  of  sawing  wood  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
for  which  he  received Jbut  seventy-five  cents  or  $1 
per  cord.  After  two  months  he  changed  this  for  a 
position  of  chopping  cordwood  out  in  the  country, 
for  forty  cents  per  cord,  and  walked  seven  miles  to 
his  work.  While  residing  there  he  formed  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  Mary  Whistler,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  Feb.  25,  1833.  He  wooed 
and  won  the  lady,  and  on  the  23d  of  June,  1854, 
their  marriage  was  celebrated.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living:  J.  O.,  born  June  2,  1855,  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  in  Sweetland  Township; 
Henry  A.,  born  Dec.  29,  1856,  is  now  married,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship;  F.  G.,  born  Dec.  10,  1858,  in  Muscatine 
County,  is  also  a  farmer  by  occupation;  Lizzie  R., 
born  in  this  county  Jan.  28,  1860,  became  the  wife 
of  August  Pantel,  March  21,  1883;  Mary  A.,  born 
Oct.  18,  1863,  in  Sweetland  Township,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  William  Weiersheuser,  a  farmer, 
March  26,  1885;  C.  F.,  who  was  born  Sept.  10, 
1865,  wedded  Miss  Amelia  Nesselbush,  Jan.  10, 
1889,  and  now  has  the  management  of  his  father’s 
farm;  Emma  M.,  born  Oct.  9,  1868,  is  still  residing 
with  her  father. 

For  seven  years  Mr.  Holtz  remained  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  vicinity,  and  then  came  west 
to  Iowa,  reaching  Muscatine  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1857.  He  secured  employment  with  Mr.  Stein,  the 
lumber  merchant,  receiving  $1.50  per  day  as  a 
compensation  for  his  labor.  After  working  for 
three  months  he  made  his  first  purchase  of  land, 
consisting  of  forty  acres  in  Sweetland  Township. 
In  the  fall  of  1858  Mr.  Holtz  bought  a  half-interest 
in  a  threshing-machine,  and  for  twenty-one  con¬ 
secutive  seasons  followed  threshing  grain,  at  the 
same  time  running  his  farm.  Eight  happy  years 
were  passed  on  that  farm,  when  at  the  end  of  that 
time  Mr.  Holtz  removed  to  his  present  home  on 
section  10  of  the  same  township.  The  farm  now 
comprises  250  acres,  and  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

The  life  of  our  subject  is  a  splendid  example  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  b}7  perseverance  and 
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industry.  From  the  lowly,  though  honorable,  posi¬ 
tion  of  a  wood  sawyer,  he  has  become  a  man  of 
wealth  and  prominence,  and  has  now  a  comfortable 
competence  laid  up  for  declining  years.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  his  ambitious  and  energetic  nature,  it  is  a 
difficult  task  for  him  to  live  a  retired  life,  though 
he  has  now  given  over  the  management  of  his  farm 
to  his  youngest  son. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1873,  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Holtz  occurred.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
German  Baptist  Church  for  twenty  years,  was  an 
earnest,  sincere  Christian  lady,  and  when  her  final 
summons  came  a  deep  grief  was  felt  throughout  the 
community.  Mr.  Holtz  is  also  a  member  of  the 
church  to  which  his  wife  belonged,  having  united 
with  that  denomination  in  1854,  and  has  always 
been  one  of  its  active  workers.  Remembering  the 
hardships  of  his  youth,  he  has  been  very  liberal 
with  his  children,  giving  them  every  advantage  of 
education,  and  also  aiding  them  financially.  We 
are  pleased  to  record  this  sketch  of  this  worthy 
citizen  of  Muscatine  County,  who  is  respected  alike 
by  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor. 


)f?OSIAH  DAY,  a  leading  and  progressive 
farmer  of  Sweetland  Township,  residing  on 
section  3,  was  born  July  13,  1828,  in  Wash- 
I  ington  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Hannah  (Cooper)  Day,  who  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children — Maria,  Elmus,  Emaline,  Josiah, 
Cephas,  Samuel  A.,  John  W.  and  Ann  Eliza.  The 
four  sons  are  yet  living,  while  the  daughters  are  all 
deceased.  Hannah  (Cooper)  Day  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Zebula  and  Mary 
Cooper. 

Our  subject  traces  his  family  connection  back  to 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Karnes)  Day,  the  former  born  in 
Morris  County,  N.  J.,  Jan.  20,  1762,  and  the  latter 
on  Long  Island,  March  3,  1765.  The  founder  of 
this  branch  of  the  Day  family  in  this  country  emi¬ 
grated  from  England  a  long  time  prior  to  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War.  Daniel  Day  and  Sarah  Karnes 
were  married  Dec.  25,  1782,  and  soon  after  re¬ 
moved  to  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  that  part  of  the  State,  living 


there  when  the  country  was  infested  by  savage 
Indians,  and  when  at  night  the  few  white  families 
had  to  take  refuge  in  the  fort  for  safety. 

Josiah  Day,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  passed  his 
boyhood  days  in  his  native  county,  and  was  there 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  In  1866  he  left 
his  native  State,  and  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Sweetland  Township,  Muscatine  County,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  On  the  4th  day  of  May, 
1854,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Phoebe  J.  Minton, 
their  union  being  celebrated  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.  The  lady  was  born  in  that  count}', 
Aug.  23,  1832,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Delilah  (Parkinson)  Minton.  The  children  of  her 
father’s  family  were:  Milton  G.,  who  was  born  Oct. 
23,  1830,  and  now  resides  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.;  Phoebe  J.,  the  honored  wife  of  our  subject; 
Eunice,  born  April  8,  1834,  is  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Dunn;  John  N.,  born  Jan.  1,  1842,  was  united  in 
marriage,  Jan.  11,  1866,  with  Maggie  Dunn,  and  is 
now  living  in  Washington  County,  Pa.;  T.  W., 
born  Aug.  12,  1848,  became  the  husband  of  Jennie 
Adams,  in  January,  1871,  and  is  now  residing  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Pennsylvania;  Samantha, 
born  on  the  6th  of  August,  1852,  became  the  wife 
of  James  Montgomery,  also  a  resident  of  Washing¬ 
ton  County,  in  October,  1 875. 

Six  children  have  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Day,  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  un¬ 
broken.  Laura  C.,  the  eldest,  born  April  29,  1855, 
is  the  wife  of  Ezra  Dorn,  a  stock-dealer  and  banker 
of  Danbury,  Woodbury  Co.,  Iowa,  their  marriage 
having  been  celebrated  May  20,  1886;  Belle  S., 
born  Oct.  2,  1857,  resides  at  home;  Mary  L., 
born  Jan.  4,  1861,  wedded  A.  B.  Raub,  a  resident 
farmer  of  this  county,  and  a  son  of  Harrison  Raub, 
one  of  its  oldest  settlers;  J.  W.,  born  Feb.  7,  1863, 
was  educated  at  Parsons  College  in  Fairfield,  Iowa, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Fulton 
Township;  Addison  N.,  born  May  18,  1867,  and 
Goldsmith  0.,  born  Nov.  24,  1873,  are  still  inmates 
of  the  paternal  home. 

Since  coming  to  Muscatine  County,  in  1866,  Mr. 
Day  has  been  engaged  in  farming  in  Sweetland 
Township.  Commencing  life  with  a  very  small 
capital  he  has  achieved  success  by  his  own  efforts 
of  industry  aud  perseverance.  His  farm  now  com- 
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prises  490  acres  of  fine  land,  which  pays  a  golden 
tribute  to  bis  care  and  cultivation,  bis  barns  and 
out-buildings  are  models  of  convenience,  his  stock 
is  of  the  best  grades,  and  no  more  comfortable  or 
happy  home  can  be  found  in  the  county.  For 
thirty  years  Mr.  Day  and  his  wife  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  during  which 
time  they  have  been  numbered  among  its  most 
active  workers.  They  rank  high  in  the  social  world 
of  Muscatine  County,  and  are  greatly  esteemed  by 
all.  Portraits  of  this  estimable  couple  are  found 
upon  another  page. 

which  place  they  removed  to  Champaign  County, 
and  subsequently  to  Franklin  County  in  the  same 
State,  where  they  both  died.  From  six  to  twelve 
years  of  age  our  subject  attended  the  public  school 
three  months  in  the  winter.  Later  he  attended 
school  about  six  weeks,  which  comprises  all  the 
education  obtained  in  school.  When  fifteen  years 
old  he  commenced  learning  the  trade  of  a  book¬ 
binder,  but  after  six  months  quit  and  commenced 
to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade.  While  an  appren¬ 
tice  he  worked  on  the  lunatic  asylum  at  Columbus, 
Ohio.  In  that  city  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Arri- 
etta  T.  Dibble,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons:  The 

first-born  died  in  infancy;  Elezer  D.  died  at  the 

RYSON  BURRELL,  of  Muscatine  County, 
residing  among  the  farmers  of  Sweetland 
/j®h  jl  and  Montpelier  Townships,  is  a  native  of 
Indiana,  born  in  Brown  County,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1S43.  He  is  a  son  of  Bartholomew 
and  Mary  (Stephenson)  Burrell,  who  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth,  namely:  Josiah,  Frank,  James, 
Mary,  Rachel  Ann,  John  and  Nathan;  two  are 
deceased. 

When  but  a  child  of  two  }rears  our  subject  came 
to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and  here  almost  his 
entire  life  has  been  spent.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  in  the  district  schools  of  the  community 
received  his  education.  Lie  began  life’s  battle  by 
chopping  wood,  for  which  he  received  but  twenty- 
five  cents  per  cord,  and  out  of  this  small  sum  paid 
his  board.  He  is  now  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer, 
and  has  no  fixed  place  of  residence.  In  his  political 
sentiments  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  never  swerving  an  inch  from  his 
allegiance  to  the  same,  and  is  firm  in  support  of  its 
principles  as  advocated  by  its  prominent  leaders. 

age  of  two  months;  Frank  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years. 

In  company  with  his  father-in-law  and  family, 
Mr.  Cloud  moved  to  Muscatine,  landing  here 
May  2,  1839.  The  place  was  then  known  as  Bloom¬ 
ington.  He  worked  at  his  trade  here  some  eight 
years,  and  during  that  time  read  law,  and  in  De¬ 
cember,  1846,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began 
practice.  While  studying  law  he  was  elected  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace,  and  soon  after  his  admission  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county,  and 
served  two  terms.  On  the  16th  day  of  March, 
1846,  Mrs.  Cloud  died,  and  Nov.  28,  1848,  Mr. 
Cloud  married  Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Morrow,  widow  of 
James  G.  Morrow,  and  daughter  of  William  R. 
Olds.  Of  their  union  three  children  were  born: 
William  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years; 
George  R.  married  Mollie  Dunsmore,  and  lives  in 
Carroll  County,  Iowa;  Annie,  who  married  E.  F. 
Schaall,  died  in  May,  1888. 

In  1852  Mr,  Cloud  was  elected  Attorney-General 
of  the  State,  the  first  to  hold  that  position,  and 
served  until  1856.  He  was  then  a  Democrat  of 
Free-Soil  tendencies.  In  that  year  he  was  a  candi- 

date  for  the  office  of  Representative  to  the  Legis¬ 
lature,  was  elected  and  served  two  years.  In  1860 

_ ^  ON.  DAVID  C.  CLOUD  was  born  in  Cham- 

U  paign  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  29,  1817,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  and  Anna  (Comer)  Cloud. 
(^)  On  his  father’s  side  he  is  of  French  descent, 
and  on  his  mother’s  of  German  descent.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  married  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  from  | 

he  supported  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  act  with  the  Republican  party  until  1872. 
He  was  an  active  supporter  oT  the  Union  party 
during  the  war,  and  during  that  time  wrote  a  work 
entitled,  “The  War  Powers  of  the  President,”  which 
was  received  with  great  favor.  At  a  sanitary  fair 
held  in  Muscatine  he  delivered  an  address  which 
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was  highly  spoken  of  by  the  press  throughout  the 
State.  In  1872  Mr.  Cloud  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Democratic  Convention  at  Cincinnati,  and  helped 
to  nominate  Horace  Greeley  for  the  Presidency.  He 
has  since  been  an  independent  Democrat  in  poli¬ 
tics.  In  1872  he  published  a  book  entitled  “Mo¬ 
nopolies  and  the  People,”  of  which  a  large  edition 
was  sold. 

Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Cloud  died  June  15,  1880, 
and  Mr.  Cloud  was  united  in  marriage,  in  April, 
1 884,  with  Mrs.  Henrietta  M.  Quinn,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  daughter  of  John  Stephenson. 
Mrs.  Cloud  belongs  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  In 
his  younger  days  Mr.  Cloud  was  a  Mason,  but  in 
later  years  has  not  affiliated  with  that  order.  Few 
men  are  better  known  throughout  the  State  than 
Mr.  Cloud,  who  has  been  a  citizen  of  Muscatine  for 
fifty  years,  and  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
bar  for  forty -two  years. 

dl  f^ILLIAM  BROWNNAWELL,  a  farmer  and 
\W/  stock-raiser  of  Sweetland  Township,  is  the 
Vtw  owner  of  140  acres  of  land  on  section 
36.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Harris¬ 
burg,  Jan.  1  4,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Springer)  Brownnawell,  who  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  nine  children:  George,  John;  William,  of 
this  sketch;  Sabina,  wife  of  John  Blauer;  Peter; 
Mary  M„  wife  of  Jacob  Doman ;  Elizabeth  wedded 
Fred  Blauer;  Katie,  who  married  John  Kurtz,  a 
resident  of  Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  and  Agnes, 
wife  of  Edward  Stanlej". 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
his  native  State,  but  he  emigrated  to  Muscatine 
County  during  the  early  days  of  its  history,  when 
the  settlements  were  few,  and  the  red  men  w-ere 
almost  as  numerous  as  the  pale  faces.  Oxen  were 
used  for  plowing,  and  the  plow  was  very  imperfect 
as  compared  with  one  of  the  present  day.  When 
the  war  broke  out,  and  the  President  called  for 
troops  to  put  down  tGe  Rebellion,  Mr.  Brownnawell 
enlisted  in  1862,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
B,  of  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry.  For  three  years  he 
remained  on  the  Southern  battle-fields,  participat- 
f  ing  in  all  the  important  engagements  of  his  regi¬ 


ment.  When  shot  and  shell  were  flying  thick  and 
fast  at  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Mr.  Brownnawell 
was  wounded,  but  his  courage  and  will  power  sus¬ 
tained  him.  Taking  out  his  pipe,  he  smoked  a  few 
minutes  to  allay  the  pain,  and  then  again  took  up 
his  gun,  gallantly  fighting  until  the  end  of  the  bat¬ 
tle.  His  brother  George  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  the  only  battle  of  the  war  in  which 
any  members  of  Company  B  were  killed. 

Returning  to  his  home  after  receiving  his  dis¬ 
charge,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Isabella  Goodheart,  the  ceremon}^  being  performed 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1869.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Julia  (Ferguson)  Goodheart.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  when  but  a  small  boy  went 
to  Bloomington,  Ill.  About  1840  he  removed  to 
Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  making  the  journey  from 
Bloomington,  Ill.,  with  an  ox-team.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  Keokuk  County,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  milling  for  a  number  of  years,  and  met 
his  death  from  an  accident  in  his  gristmill,  June  4, 
1857.  Five  children  graced  their  union:  Lizzie 
M.,  who  was  born  Jan.  21,  1872;  William  Walter, 
born  March  16,  1874,  died'at  the  age  of  two  years, 
seven  months  and  eleven  days;  Julia  Belle,  born 
Sept.  8,  1877;  Lorena  Pearl,  May  7,  1879;  and 
Mabel,  Aug.  11,  1888. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Brownnawell  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  pro¬ 
moting  the  interests  of  the  public  schools.  He  has 
a  pleasant  home  of  140  acres  of  land  on  section  36, 
Sweetland  Township,  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  in  the  vicinity. 


\\  RS.  MARY  CRAIG,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
New  Castle,  England,  born  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1821,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  Minto.  Her  girlhood  days  were  passed 
in  her  native  land,  and  there  her  education  was  re¬ 
ceived,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  she  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  in  company  with  her  parents, 
locating  in  the  State  of  New  York,  where  she  re¬ 
sided  for  about  two  years.  She  has  been  twice 
married,  her  first  union  being  celebrated  in  1842, 
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when  she  became  the  wife  of  Jake  A.  Haig.  Their 
union  was  graced  by  a  family  of  three  children, 
namely:  Maggie,  the  eldest,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  F.  G.  Maarkart,  a  resident  of  Leavenworth, 
Kan.;  John  Maarkart,  who  is  living  in  Muscatine; 
and  Mary,  who  wedded  C.  Connell,  a  resident  of 
Chicago.  In  1852  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haig  removed  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  where,  three  years  later,  the 
death  of  the  husband  occurred. 

After  a  few  years  Mrs.  Haig  was  again  married, 
becoming  the  wife  of  Thomas  Craig,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  but  in  1864  he  too  was  called  to  his  final 
home,  dying  in  Muscatine,  in  the  fifty-third  year 
of  his  age.  To  them  was  born  one  child,  Mar¬ 
tha  F. 


fir)  A.  COY  ELL,  a  leading  farmer  of  Sweetland 
Township,  residing  on  section  1,  was  born 
in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  in  1834,  and  was 
(Kgj/J  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to 
Jonathan  and  C'larinda  Coveil,  the  former  a  native 
of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  came  West  to  Muscatine 
County  with  his  family  in  1855,  settling  in  Sweet- 
land  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  the  cultivation 
of  his  land  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1876, 
when  nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  his  excellent 
wife,  who  was  a  cousin  of  Gov.  Morton,  of  Indiana, 
dying  a  short  time  previously. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio.  With 
his  parents  he  removed  to  this  county  in  1855,  and 
in  1862  enlisted  at  Muscatine  in  the  service  of  his 
country  for  a  term  of  three  years,  becoming  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Company  A,  35th  Iowa  Infantry.  From  the 
city  he  marched  to  the  front,  where  the  regiment 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Jackson,  Vicksburg, 
Nashville,  Spanish  Fort,  and  other  skirmishes.  On 
the  10th  of  August,  1865,  Mr.  Covell  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Muscatine. 

Returning  to  his  home  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
our  subject  was  engaged  in  a  drug-store  at  Wilton, 
having  previously  studied  pharmacy.  In  1868,  in 
Muscatine  County,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Stewart,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  a  daughter 
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of  Otis  and  Mary  (Fletcher)  Stewart.  Her  father 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  came  to  Iowa  in 
1856,  settling  in  Muscatine  County.  He  also  en¬ 
listed  in  the  country’s  service,  becoming  a  member 
of  the  18th  Iowa  Infantry,  but  while  in  the  service 
was  taken  sick  and  died.  His  wife  survived  him 
several  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1873. 

After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  in  Sweetland  Township,  and  in 
1882  Mr.  Covell  bought  160  acres  of  improved  land, 
120  of  which  are  in  Bloomington  Township,  and 
forty  acres  in  Sweetland  Township.  The  farm  is 
now  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  stocked 
with  a  good  grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  In 
political  affairs  Mr.  Covell  takes  an  active  interest, 
and  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  held  various  township  offices,  and  is  now  hold¬ 
ing  the  position  of  Township  Trustee,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  served  for  the  past  ten  years,  dis¬ 
charging  his  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  Shelby  Norman  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
Muscatine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Covell  are  the  parents  of  four 
children — Charles,  Arthur,  Clifford  and  Albert. 
Both  parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
cal  Church,  and  are  numbered  among  the  highly 
respected  people  of  the  community  in  which  they 
reside.  Mr.  Covell  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county,  and  during  his  many  years’  residence 
has  aided  greatly  in  the  work  of  development  and 
progress  which  lias  been  steadily  carried  forward. 
He  is  a  friend  to  all  educational  and  religious  inter¬ 
ests,  and  of  every  enterprise  which  will  benefit  the 
public  he  is  an  earnest  supporter. 

SAMUEL  S.  LEA,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
progressive  farmers  of  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  who  is  living  on  section  17,  Lake 
Township,  is  a  native  of  England,  born  in 
Gloucestershire,  Oct.  16,  1837.  Ilis  parents  were 
Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Lea,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  same  country,  and  to  them  were  born 
a  family  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  though  our  subject  is  the  only  one  who  ever 
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came  to  America.  Both  his  parents  died  in  En¬ 
gland,  where  the  rest  of  the  family  still  make  their 
home.  Samuel  received  his  education  in  his  native 
land,  and  was  there  reared  upon  a  farm.  He  chose 
farming  as  his  life  work,  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred 
Dec.  18,  1866,  when  he  became  the  husband  of  Miss 
Catherine  H.  Sheild,  who  was  born  Aug.  17,  1836, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Hannah  (Smith) 
Sheild,  who  were  born  in  Gloucestershire,  England. 
After  their  marriage  Mr.  Lea  rented  a  farm,  which  he 
continued  to  cultivate  until  1868,  at  which  time  he 
bade  good-by  to  his  friends  and  home,  and,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  wife  and  little  daughter,  Annie  E.,  who 
died  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  this  country,  em¬ 
barked  for  America.  Coming  directly  to  Muscatine 
County,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec¬ 
tion  17,  Lake  Township,  where  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside.  He  immediately  began  to  improve 
and  cultivate  the  land,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
most  finely  developed  farms  in  the  county. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lea  four  children 
have  been  born:  Annie  E.,  before  memtioned; 
Jennie  E.,  Catherine  E.  and  Lucy,  who  were  born 
in  Muscatine  County.  They  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Bessie.  None  rank  higher  in  Muscatine 
County  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lea.  Their  Christian 
lives  have  won  them  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
with  whom  business  or  social  relations  have  brought 
them  in  contact.  They  daily  endeavor  to  follow 
the  teachings  of  Christ,  and  are  ready  to  aid  those 
in  need  or  distress,  and  furnish  an  example  that 
anyone  might  do  well  to  follow.  Mr.  Lea  always 
gives  his  aid  and  influence  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  county,  though  he  lias  never  become  an  Ameri¬ 
can  citizen.  His  sympathy  is  with  the  party  that 
best  serves  the  interest  of  the  people. 


1= 


ON.  JOHN  A.  PARTIN,  deceased,  was  num¬ 
bered  among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County.  It  will  be  conceded  through¬ 
out  Iowa  that  few  among  her  founders 
crossed  the  great  river  to  their  work  with  loftier 
purpose,  or  to  give  a  truer  devotion  of  their  lives  and 
influence  to  the  building  and  furnishing  of  a  noble 
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Christian  commonwealth,  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  His  work  was  always  of  the  highest  and 
best  type.  He  was  the  organizer  and  teacher  of 
the  first  Sunday-school  and  grammar  school  in  the 
territory;  was  the  “temperance  Mayor”  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  under  whose  administration  no  saloon  was  li¬ 
censed  or  tolerated;  was  the  founder  of  the  first 
temperance  society  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa;  was 
an  influential  member  of  both  Houses  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembty;  the  author  of  the  bill  establishing 
the  Reform  School,  now  the  Industrial  School  of 
Iowa,  and  its  leading  Trustee  for  eighteen  years; 
was  a  member  of  the  convention  which  framed  the 
State  Constitution,  and  was  active  and  prominent 
in  all  the  public  movements  of  his  generation. 

Mr.  Parvin  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Cumberland 
Co.,  N.  J.,  Nov.  10,  1807,  and  was  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Elizabeth  (Sutton)  Parvin.  His  father  was  a 
mechanic,  but  exchanged  his  trade  for  a  farm, 
the  same  on  which  John  passed  his  life  until  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  There  were  no  free  public 
schools  in  those  days,  but  after  an  arduous  service 
upon  the  farm  during  the  summer,  the  future  pio¬ 
neer  of  Iowa  went  to  a  private  district  school  in  the 
winter,  and  by  dint  of  hard  application  by  candle 
light  and  in  the  morning  before  the  family  was 
astir,  he  accomplished  in  the  succession  of  those 
winter  terms  a  fair  mastery  of  such  studies  as 
arithmetic,  grammar,  surveying,  mensuration  and 
navigation.  On  attaining  his  majority  young  Par¬ 
vin  followed  the  sea  for  some  time,  rather  to 
acquaint  himself  with  the  practical  side  of  the  navi¬ 
gation  which  he  had  studied  at  school  than  from 
nautical  or  romantic  tastes. 

In  January,  1831,  Mr.  Parvin  was  united  in 
marriage  with  an  accomplished  lady  of  New  Jersey, 
and  by  their  union  two  children  were  born:  Lydia, 
who  died  in  St.  Louis  of  cholera,  in  1849,  and 
Thomas,  who  was  left  motherless  at  the  age  of  six 
weeks.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Parvin  engaged  in 
teaching  for  several  years  in  New  Jersey,  but  in 
1837  the  impulse  stirred  within  him  to  go  West 
was  acted  upon,  and  he  landed  at  Cincinnati.  He 
there  followed  his  chosen  profession  for  two  years, 
when  he  started  for  Iowa,  landing  at  Muscatine, 
then  known  as  Bloomington,  April  18,  1839.  The 
embryo  city  did  not  present  a  sight  to  inspire  the  i  r 
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enthusiasm  of  the  young  Christian  scholar  and 
teacher.  There  was  a  wilderness  of  underbrush 
and  forest  growth  cleared  here  and  there  in  a  tor¬ 
turous  fashion,  where  an  ambitious  river  street  was 
trying  to  establish  its  way,  and  the  settlement  con¬ 
sisted  of  scattered  frame  and  log  cabins.  No 
school  or  church  graced  the  life  of  the  community, 
but  the  spirit  of  the  young  emigrant  was  soon  made 
manifest.  A  Sunday-school  was  opened  the  month 
following  his  arrival,  and  in  July  a  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  was  organized  with  seven  mem¬ 
bers.  The  Sunday-school  was  held  in  an  unfin¬ 
ished  building  which  could  be  procured  for  the 
day,  the  few  teachers  going  around  in  the  morning 
and  informing  the  children  where  the  meeting  was 
to  be  held.  The  church  was  in  an  equally  peripa¬ 
tetic  condition,  meeting  by  turns  at  the  various 
hospitable  homes  of  the  settlement.  Of  the  seven 
original  members  of  that  first  church  two  survive: 
Mrs.  Jacob  Bumgardner  and  Mrs.  James  B.  Haw¬ 
ley.  A  common  school  was  soon  after  established, 
he  teaching  in  a  little  log  cabin,  and  Oct.  10,  1840, 
saw  the  organization  of  the  first  temperance  society 
of  the  Territory. 

In  April,  1840,  Mr.  Parvin  purchased  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  variety  stock  of  Adam  Ogilvie,  and  con¬ 
ducted  a  general  store  for  four  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  lie  sold  out  and  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  first  official  duties.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  and  elected  to 
that  office  in  1846,  when  Iowa  became  a  State.  In 
connection  witli  the  unrestricted  duties  of  the  office 
in  those  primitive  days,  and  after  retiring  from  the 
position,  he  occupied  himself  with  civil  engineer¬ 
ing  and  surveying.  While  lying  a  victim  of  the 
cholera,  which  raged  with  fearful  fatality  in  Mus¬ 
catine  County  in  1850,  Mr.  Parvin  was  notified  of 
his  election  on  the  1  lemocratic  ticket  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Iowa.  While  in  attendance  at  that 
session  he  prepared  and  conducted  to  its  final 
passage  the  bill  making  the  town  of  Bloomington 
the  city  of  Muscatine.  It  was  also  this  strong 
Democratic  Assembly  that  passed  the  first  prohib¬ 
itory  law  of  the  State,  prohibiting  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  including  wine  and  beer.  In 
1854  Mr.  Parvin  was  nominated  and  elected  as  the 
Temperance  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Muscatine, 


and  by  the  last  of  July  every  saloon  in  the  city 
was  closed  under  that  old  Democratic  law.  Strange 
that  modern  Mayors  find  it  so  difficult,  even  when 
backed  by  a  powerful  police,  to  enforce  respect  and 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  State. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1855,  Mr.  Parvin  left  the 
city,  where  lie  had  done  so  much  to  promote  the 
cause  of  temperance,  education  and  religion,  and 
moved  to  his  country  residence  in  Sweetland 
Township,  three  miles  from  the  court-house,  but  he 
was  not  permitted  to  remain  in  his  rural  retirement. 
The  following  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Convention,  which  met  in  1857  and  framed 
the  present  constitution  of  the  State.  He  served  as 
temporary  chairman  of  the  convention,  and  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  important  legislative 
committee.  Among  the  provisions  reported  and 
carried  through  by  him  is  the  one  providing  for 
biennial  sessions  of  the  Assembly,  and'  its  meeting 
on  the  1st  of  January.  In  1868,  while  on  a  visit 
to  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Parvin  was  nominated  as  can¬ 
didate  for  the  Senate  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  in  1865 
was  elected  to  the  full  term  of  four  years.  He  re¬ 
garded  as  the  most  important  of  the  measures 
introduced  by  him  the  bill  creating  the  Reform 
School,  now  known  as  the  Industrial  School  of 
Iowa,  established  at  Eldora.  As  before  mentioned 
he  served  as  one  of  the  leading  Trustees  for 
over  eighteen  years,  lie  also  served  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  location  of  that  school  and  of  the 
Orphans’  Home. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  Senate,  with  the 
exception  of  being  Trustee,  Mr.  Parvin  lived  in 
comparative  retirement  from  public  life.  This 
sketch  is  but  a  brief  outline  of  the  career  of  one  of 
Iowa’s  most  illustrious  citizens.  It  leaves  out  his 
genial  and  controlling  influence  in  the  social  life 
of  Muscatine,  and  it  tells  no  story  of  his  powerful 
instrumentality  in  the  local  organization  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  gives  no  hint  of  his  voice 
heard  throughout  the  community  in  the  Fremont 
campaign,  or  of  the  critical  canvasses  in  which 
he  participated  leading  up  to  and  including  the 
historical  issues  of  1860;  nor  does  it  speak  of  his 
active,  zealous  labor  for  the  Union  during  the  peril¬ 
ous  period  of  the  Rebellion,  but  all  these  elements 
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in  his  career  are  like  household  words  to  Musca¬ 
tine  County. 

On  the  27th  day  of  May,  1866,  Mr.  Parvin  wed¬ 
ded  Miss  Martha  N.  Williams,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
a  descendant  of  a  very  old  New  England  family, 
whose  founders  emigrated  from  England  about 
1645.  Her  cultivated  tastes,  accomplishments  and 
graces  of  character  adorned  with  rare  beauty  the 
well-known  home  in  Sweetland  Township.  In  this 
charming  companionship,  and  in  the  pleasures  of  a 
hospitality  which  delights  in  bringing  “a  troop  of 
friends”  about  its  hearth,  Mr.  Parvin  was  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  live  but  a  few  short  months,  for  the  An¬ 
gel  of  Death  entered  that  peaceful  home  and 
carried  away  the  loving  husband.  Letters  of  con¬ 
dolence  were  sent  to  the  widow  by  her  numerous 
friends,  expressing  their  heartfelt  sympathies  for 
her  bereavement,  and  all  who  knew  Mr.  Parvin 
were  shocked  by  the  sad  intelligence  of  his  death. 


e  HESTER  LILLIB RIDGE,  of  the  firm  of 
Lillibridge  &  St.  John,  grocers,  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  was  born  in  Muscatine  County,  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Amos  and 
Amanda  (Beardsley)  Lillibridge.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  emigrated  from  that 
State  to  Muscatine  County,  in  1839.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  county  to  Miss  Amanda  Beardsley,  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Beards  kg',  who  was  born  m 
Massachusetts.  Four  of  their  children  are  living 
at  this  writing:  Caroline,  who  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Moore;  Chester,  the  subject  of  this  sketch:  Emma 
L.,  who  is  the  widow  of  James  Mahin;  Clara,  who 
resides  in  California. 

Amos  Lillibridge  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
resided  in  the  township  of  Bloomington,  Muscatine 
County,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1854. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Whig,  and  held  various  local 
official  positions.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  con¬ 
sistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  were  highly  respected  and  worthy  people.  Mrs. 
Lillibridge  survived  her  husband,  and  soon  after 
his  death  removed  to  Muscatine,  where  she  died  in 
April,  1882. 

Chester  Lillibridge  was  educated  in  the  city 


schools,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Muscatine  High 
School  in  the  class  of  ’60.  He  then  engaged  with 
J.  A.  Bishop  as  merchants’  clerk,  and  shortly  after¬ 
ward  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  his  em¬ 
ployer.  That  connection  continued  until  1866, 
when  Mr.  Lillibridge  retired,  and  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  TV  .  Beardsley  in  the  grocery  business.  A 
j  eai  later  he  sold  out  and  renewed  his  connection 
with  Mr.  Bishop  in  the  same  line,  the  partnership 
continuing  until  1871,  when  he  sold  out,  and  in  the 
fall  of  that  year  bought  into  the  grocery  business 
of  James  Jackson.  1  hat  connection  was  continued 
until  1884,  when  he  bought  out  Mr.  Jackson’s  in¬ 
terest,  and  in  September  of  that  year  sold  an  inter¬ 
est  to  James  H.  St.  John,  since  which  time  the  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lillibridge  &  St.  John.  These  gentlemen  have  a 
large  and  fully  stocked  store  in  their  line  of  staple 
and  fancy  groceries,  fruits,  flour  and  provisions, 
and  are  doing  a  business  of  upward  of  $35,000  an¬ 
nually,  being  recognized  as  the  leading  grocers  of 
the  city. 

Mr.  Lillibridge  was  married  at  Muscatine,  Oct, 
16,  18/2,  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Jackson,  a  native  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Jackson. 

Four  children  have  been  born  of  their  union _ Cora 

V.,  Ralph,  Albert  and  Harvey.  Mr.  Lillibridge 
owns  the  store  occupied  by  himself  and  partner, 
and  one  of  the  handsomest  residences  in  the  city, 
and  is  proprietor  of  an  80-acre  farm  on  Muscatine 
Island,  in  Louisa  County.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  and  has  been  School  Director  for  five 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  Muscatine  Lodge  No. 
99,  A.  O.  lT.  W.,  and  is  classed  as  one  of  Muscatine’s 
most  enterprising  and  reliable  business  men. 


|  j  USTIN  E.  COE,  bookseller  and  stationer,  of 
Muscatine,  established  his  present  business 
I  in  1865.  His  stock,  which  is  large  and  com¬ 
plete,  consists  of  a  full  line  of  books,  sta¬ 
tionery,  wall  paper,  toilet  and  fancy  articles,  pict¬ 
ures,  etc.  He  is  a  native  of  Galesburg,  Ill.,  born 
Nov.  24,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Sophia 
Coe.  His  father  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Conn., 
and  was  descended  from  an  old  New  England  fam- 
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ily.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  also  Coe, 
was  born  in  the  same  town  as  her  husband.  She 
survives  the  latter,  who  died  April  17,  1886. 

Justin  E.  Coe  was  educated  in  the  city  schools, 
and  on  the  21st  day  of  September,  1861,  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  late  war.  He  was  mustered  in 
as  a  member  of  Company  H,  1  1th  Iowa  Infantry, 
which  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
under  Gens.  Sherman  and  McPherson.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  Sergeant,  and  was  captured  in  the  battle 
before  Atlanta,  July  22,  1864.  The  succeeding  six 
months  were  passed  as  a  prisoner  at  Andersonville, 
Charleston  and  Florence,  when  he  was  exchanged, 
and  mustered  out  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  1865. 
Mr.  Coe  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Resaca,  Iuka,  and  all  other  battles  and  engage¬ 
ments  participated  in  by  his  regiment  up  to  the 
time  of  his  capture  at  Atlanta.  His  six  months  of 
imprisonment  was  an  experience  never  to  be  for¬ 
gotten,  and  would  of  itself  make  an  interesting 
chapter  in  his  life’s  history. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Coe  engaged  in 
the  book  and  stationery  trade  as  already  stated,  and 
has  carried  it  on  continuously  since  with  marked 
success.  He  was  married,  on  the  5th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1865,  to  Miss  Ella  Mason,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  (Ewing)  Mason,  and  who  was 
born  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.  They  have  three 
children:  Jessie,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of  William 
Wallace,  of  Chicago;  Lydia  and  Helen  are  twins, 
and  reside  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Coe  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  orders  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  business  man  and 
citizen. 


/2p8\  APT.  GALBRAITH  BITZER,  a  leading 
lli  ^  grocer  of  Muscatine,  and  the  present  effi- 
cient  Chief  of  the  tire  department,  was  born 
in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  near  Carlisle,  on  the 
28th  of  August,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Barbara  (Houck)  Bitzer.  Ilis  parents  were  of  Ger¬ 
man  origin,  and  were  members  of  old  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian  families.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his 
native  State,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
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trade,  and  after  the  death  of  his  father  came  to 
Muscatine  with  bis  mother,  and  worked  at  his 
trade  in  the  city  until  1857,  when  he  went  to  Cali¬ 
fornia.  After  two  years  spent  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
he  returned  to  Muscatine,  and  was  employed  in 
the  wood  department  of  bis  brother’s  carriage 
shops  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  when  he 
was  one  of  the  very  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of 
President  Lincoln  for  troops,  lie  enlisted,  April 
16,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  1st  Iowa 
Infantry,  for  three  months’  service,  and  was  mus¬ 
tered  in  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  on  the  14th  of  May  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  served  the  term  of  his  enlistment.  On 
bis  return  from  the  scene  of  battle  he  helped  to  raise 
Company  E,  of  the  18th  Iowa  Infantry,  of  which 
he  was  commissioned  First  Lieutenant,  and  was 
mustered  in  with  that  rank  Aug.  7,  1862.  lie  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek,  under  Gen. 
Lyon,  also  in  the  battle  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  Jan.  8, 
1863,  and  was  in  active  service  on  the  frontier 
until  forced  to  resign,  on  the  31st  of  October, 
1863,  on  account  of  physical  disability.  He  re¬ 
entered  the  service  near  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
was  commissioned  Captain  of  Company  B,  of  the 
44th  Iowa  Infantry,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1864,  for 
the  100-days  service,  and  was  mustered  out  with  his 
regiment  at  Davenport,  on  the  15th  of  September 
following. 

On  bis  return  from  the  war  Capt.  Bitzer  engaged 
in  the  butchering  business  at  Muscatine,  which  he 
carried  on  until  about  1877.  Two  years  previously 
he  was  elected  and  served  as  Street  Commissioner; 
in  1870  was  chosen  City  Marshal;  and  in  1872  and 
1873  was  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  He 
helped  to  organize  the  Rescue  Hose  Company,  No. 
2,  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  from  1876  until  1887 
served  as  its  foreman.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
elected  Chief,  and  was  re-elected  in  1888.  Capt. 
Bitzer  has  proved  an  efficient  officer,  and  has  done 
much  toward  raising  the  Fire  Department  to  its 
present  high  standard  of  perfection. 

Our  subject  was  married,  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1862,  at  Muscatine,  to  Miss  Jane  Berry,  daughter 
of  John  Berry,  Esq.  She  was  born  near  Dayton, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Five  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Anna  is  the  wife  of 
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Joseph  Bilkey,  of  Muscatine;  William  L.,  Frank 
and  Jessie  are  at  home;  and  one  son  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Capt.  Bitzer  is  a  member  of  Muscatine 
Lodge  No.  5,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Prairie  Encamp¬ 
ment  No.  4,  Wyoming  Lodge  No.  76,  K.  of  P.; 
also  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Lodge  No.  10;  and  is  a 
charter  member  and  the  present  Commander  of 
Shelby  Norman  Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  R. 

In  the  spring  of  1879  the  Captain  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  which  he  has  carried  on  success¬ 
fully  since,  and  now  has  a  stock  valued  at  $3,000. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  an  earnest  sup¬ 
porter  of  that  party.  As  a  citizen  he  ranks  among 
the  most  enterprising  and  live  men  of  the  city,  and 
enjoys  in  a  marked  degree  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


JOSIAH  PROCTOR  WALTON,  President 
of  the  Muscatine  County  Old  Settlers’  So¬ 
ciety,  is  a  native  of  the  Old  Granite  State. 
He  was  born  at  New  Ipswich,  Hillsboro  Co., 
N.  H.,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1826,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Amos  and  Eunice  (Oakes)  Walton, 
the  former  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
latter  of  Massachusetts. 

The  tradition  respecting  the  genealogy  of  the 
Walton  family  is,  that  two  brothers  of  that  name 
emigrated  from  England  about  the  year  1660,  one 
of  whom  settled  near  Boston,  and  the  other  in 
New  York.  Our  subject  claims  descent  from  the 
former. 

Josiah  Walton,  the  great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Rindge,  Mass.,  in  1734,  and 
was  a  Colonial  soldier,  and  was  wounded  in  a  bat¬ 
tle  with  the  French  and  Indians  near  Lake  George, 
in  the  French  and  Indian  War  of  1755.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  served  inCthe  Revolutionary  Army,  and 
in  1775  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
where  he  was  severely  wounded.  He  died  at  New 
Ipswich,  N.  H.,  in  June,  1828,  in  the  ninety-fifth 
year  of  his  age. 

Amos  Walton,  son  of  Josiah  and  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Temple,  N.  H.,  in  1800, 
and  was  liberally  educated  at  the  New  Ipswich  Acad¬ 
emy,  and  was  a  classmate  of  Franklin  Pierce.  He 


married  Miss  Eunice  Oakes,  a  native  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  Puritan  family. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons:  Josiah  P.,  of 
this  sketch,  and  John  W.,  who  died  on  Muscatine 
Island  in  1882.  The  Walton  family,  consisting  of 
Amos  Walton,  his  wife  and  two  sons,  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  Muscatine  County  in  June,  1838,  when 
Iowa  was  part  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  They' 
first  settled  three  miles  above  Muscatine,  at  a  small 
hamlet,  having  but  four  dwellings,  then  called 
Geneva.  Soon  after  their  arrival  at  that  place  Mr. 
Amos  Walton  was  appointed  Postmaster,  which 
position  he  held  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  29,  1841.  Mrs.  Walton  survived 
her  husband  many  years,  and  died  Jan.  25,  1880. 

The  youthful  days  of  Josiah  P.  Walton,  before 
coming  to  Iowa,  were  spent  in  the  city  of  Lowell, 
Mass.,  and  his  educational  advantages  were  very 
good,  but  he  never  attended  school  after  he  was 
eleven  years  of  age.  As  the  death  of  his  father  oc¬ 
curred  when  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  was 
thus  early  in  life  taught  the  valuable  lessons  of  self- 
help  and  self-reliance,  and  he  industriously  set 
himself  to  work,  not  only  to  earn  an  honest  sub¬ 
sistence  for  himself,  but  to  assist  in  maintaining  his 
widowed  mother  and  younger  brother.  From  1842 
to  1847  he  was  engaged  in  farming  on  Muscatine 
Island,  after  which  he  located  in  Muscatine,  and 
has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  that  city. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Walton  recognized  the  fact 
that  what  a  new  country  most  needed  was  carpentei’S, 
so  he  turned  his  attention  to  that  trade,  and,  possess¬ 
ing  as  he  did  a  large  amount  of  Yankee  ingenuity,  and 
a  fondness  for  the  use  of  tools,  which  he  inherited 
from  his  father,  he  soon  developed  into  a  first-class 
workman.  In  1848  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  J. 
J.  Hoopes  for  $13  per  month,  and  took  half  his 
pay  in  store  orders,  and  the  other  half  in  real  es¬ 
tate,  consisting  of  a  lot  on  Eighth  street.  The  lot 
cost  him  $50  or  four  months’  service,  and  in  1851 
he  improved  the  lot,  and  built  the  house  familiarly 
known  as  “Evergreen  Nook,”  which  with  some 
additions  has  been  his  home  for  nearly  forty  years. 

In  1849  Mr.  Walton  embarked  in  business  for 
himself  as  an  architect  and  builder,  and  has  contin¬ 
ued  this  business  until  the  present  time  with  marked 
success.  The  High  School  buildings  of  Muscatine 
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and  Wilton,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  large  man¬ 
sion  of  B.  Hershey,  Esq.,  besides  many  others,  were 
built  by  him  from  plans  of  his  own  designing,  and 
stand  to-day  as  monuments  to  his  architectural 
genius  and  mechanical  skill.  He  added  to  his 
business  of  architect  and  builder  that  of  moving  and 
underbuilding  large  buildings  of  both  brick  and 
wood,  and  for  this  important  branch  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  he  has  the  most  improved  appliances  in  the 
State,  and  his  operations  in  this  line  have  extended 
to  most  of  the  towns  and  cities  in  Eastern  and 
Central  Iowa.  In  1856  he  gave  to  Muscatine 
the  first  conservatory  in  the  city,  to  which  many 
homes  have  owed  their  floral  taste  and  beauty, 
and  many  public  occasions  their  fairest  ornaments 
and  sweetest  memorials. 

At  Clayville,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2d  of 
June,  1857,  Mr.  Walton  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Barrows,  a  native  of  that 
place,  and  a  descendant  of  Revolutionary  stock. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Libual  Institute  of  Clin¬ 
ton,  N.  Y.,  and  a  lady  of  culture,  refinement  and 
high  literary  attainments.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union,  only  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  viz:  Alice  B.,  the  wife  of  James  Q.  Baatty, 
of  Louisa  County,  Iowa;  Lilia  P.,  now  Mrs.  Amos 
C.  Ilopkinson,  of  Muscatine;  and  May  O.,  the  wife 
of  J.  E.  Iloopes,  also  of  Muscatine.  These  ladies  are 
all  graduates  of  the  city  High  School,  and  all  have 
given  much  attention  to  the  study  of  entomology, 
botany  and  natural  history,  and  have  accumulated 
one  of  the  finest  collections  of  entomological  speci¬ 
mens  in  the  West.  Mr.  Walton  himself  has  a  fond¬ 
ness  for  the  study  of  natural  sciences,  and  has 
devoted  much  of  his  leisure  time  to  that  agreeable 
pursuit.  For  about  thirty  years  he  has  taken  the 
meteorological  observations  at  Muscatine  for  the 
United  States  Signal  Service  Bureau.  This  weather 
record  involves  the  most  careful  observations  for 
the  past  fifty  years,  the  first  twenty-one  of  which 
were  made  and  recorded  by  Hon.  T.  S.  Parvin, 
since  continued  by  Mr.  Walton,  and  is  the  oldest  and 
most  extensive  weather  record  in  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi.  During  his  residence  in  this  county 
of  half  a  century  Mr.  Walton  has  much  of  the 
time  been  connected  with  the  various  enterprises 
of  public  importance.  He  may  justly^  be  regarded 
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as  the  father  of  the  levee  on  Muscatine  Island,  and 
was  prominent  in  its  construction;  he  helped  to 
formulate  the  law  under  which  the  first  one  was 
built,  and  wrote  the  bill  which  afterward  became  a 
law,  under  which  the  present  levee  and  all  other 
levees  in  Iowa  are  constructed.  In  1864  he  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  Kirkwood  to  receive  the  vote 
of  the  37 th  I.  V.  I.  for  President  and  State  offices.  He 
was  for  a  time  a  Director  of  the  Muscatine  Board 
of  Trade.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Muscatine  Academy  of  Science,  of  which  so¬ 
ciety  he  is  an  ex-President  and  the  present  Treas¬ 
urer.  He  has  filled  nearly  all  the  offices  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Masonic  bodies,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  for  thirty -eight  years.  He  has  been  six 
times  elected  to  the  position  he  at  present  occupies, 
as  President  of  the  Muscatine  County  Old  Settlers’ 
Society,  and  is  regarded  as  a  living  encyclopedia 
of  Muscatine  events  from  its  earliest  history.  His 
word  is  sufficient  to  settle  any  dispute  referring  to 
events  of  the  last  fifty  years,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  his  memory  is  stored  with  all  necessary  corrob¬ 
orative  testimony.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  on  the  disruption  of  that  party  he  aided  in  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  one  of 
the  twelve  men  who  signed  the  call  for  the  first 
Republican  Convention  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  and 
has  ever  since  been  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  that  party.  He  is  a  member  of 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  for  many  years 
the  Superintendent  of  its  Sabbath-school,  and  is 
now  one  of  its  Vestrymen  and  no  member  of  the 
society  has  labored  with  more  untiring  zeal  for  its 
prosperity.  Few  citizens  are  more  widely  known 
or  highly  respected  than  this  worthy  pioneer.  Com¬ 
ing  generations  will  be  pleased  to  see  in  this  work 
the  fine  portrait  of  this  worthy  pioneer,  which 
graces  the  pages  of  this  book. 


^  7  AMES  H.  ST.  JOHN,  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Lilli  bridge  <fc  St.  John,  Muscatine, 
was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  12i 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Hamilton  and  Susan 
C.  (Pannelee)  St.  John.  His  father  was  born  in 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  mother  in  Durham, 
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Conn.  Our  subject  came  to  Muscatine  in  the  fall 
of  1856.  with  his  parents,  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools,  and  learned  the  business  of  operative 
engineer.  He  was  in  charge  of  a  stationary  engine 
four  years,  and  then  engaged  with  the  United  States 
Express  Company,  continuing  with  that  company 
two  years,  and  in  August,  1876,  engaged  as  clerk 
with  Jackson  &  Lillibridge,  grocers.  He  continued 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  September,  1884, 
when  he  bought  into  the  house.  He  is  a  member 
of  Wyoming  Lodge  No.  76,  K.  of  P.,  being  Past 
Chancellor  Commander,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Military  Rank  of  that  order.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  is  highly  respected  as  an  up¬ 
right  and  honorable  man,  whose  business  and  social 
relations  are  such  as  to  commend  him  to  popular 
favor  among  the  best  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

-  tci»  ,<-^J 

OTTFRIED  AU MILLER,  manufacturer  of 
l((  and  dealer  in  boots  and  shoes,  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  born  in  Saxe-Coburg,  Jan. 
15,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  George  Aumiller.  He 
was  educated  in  his  native  country,  and  served  a 
regular  apprenticeship  to  the  shoemaker’s  trade, 
and  traveled  in  Europe  for  five  years,  working  as  a 
journeyman  and  perfecting  himself  in  his  trade. 
In  1854  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  settled  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
that  year  working  at  his  trade,  when  he  removed 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  from  there  came  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  he  continued  in  his  chosen  occupation, 
working  for  a  Mr.  Ketchum  for  a  period  of  six 
years.  He  then  started  in  business  for  himself,  in 
company  with  John  Schmidt,  in  the  line  of  his 
trade.  That  connection  continued  but  a  year, 
when  the  death  of  Mr.  Aumiller’s  mother  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  return  to  the  old  country  to  settle 
up  the  estate.  Having  accomplished  his  errand  he 
returned  to  America  the  same  year,  1861,  and  the 
following  autumn  established  himself  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  business  at  Muscatine,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  successfully. 

Mr.  Aumiller  was  married  at  Muscatine,  on  the 
29th  day  of  November,  1857,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Will,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  born  in  1838, 


and  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Will.  When  but  two 
years  of  age  she  came  to  America  with  her  parents, 
who  settled  in  Muscatine  County.  Our  subject  and 
wife  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
four  are  now  living,  one  son  and  three  daughters: 
George,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years; 
Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Wiltz,  of  Musca¬ 
tine;  Lizzie  died  in  infancy;  Fred  is  in  business 
with  his  father,  under  the  firm  name  of  G.  Aumil¬ 
ler  &  Son;  Nellie  and  Minnie  reside  with  their  par¬ 
ents. 

Mr.  Aumiller  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  desired  or 
sought  office.  He  was  the  first  of  his  family  to 
settle  in  America,  and  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
being  the  founder  of  the  Aumiller  family  in  the 
New  World.  His  familj"  were  originally  residents 
of  Bavaria,  his  ancestors  leaving  that  country 
and  removing  to  Saxe-Coburg  at  the  time  of  the 
Lutheran  Reformation . 

Our  subject  has  been  actively  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  at  Muscatine  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  a 
resident  for  thirty-three  years.  He  has  made  sub¬ 
stantial  improvements  in  the  way  of  buildings,  and 
now  owns  a  valuable  property.  He  built  and  sold 
the  large  three-story  brick  now  occupied  by  Jacob 
Fischer,  and  still  owns  a  brick  business  building  on 
Iowa  avenue,  and  one  dwelling-house,  which  he  oc¬ 
cupies.  He  has  won  a  reputation  for  doing  the  best 
of  work  and  dealing  fairly  with  his  customers,  and 
Is  highly  respected  as  a  business  man  and  citizen. 

|  OHN  M.  DORAN,  an  attorney-at-law  of 

i  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  on  the  18th  day  of  December,  1849, 
and  is  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  A. 
Doran,  the  father  also  a  native  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
the  mother  a  native  of  Ireland.  When  John  M. 
was  four  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  in  1853,  settling  near  Wilton,  where 
our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  attended  the 
public  schools.  In  1868  he  engaged  in  railroad¬ 
ing,  being  employed  on  various  lines  in  Nebraska, 
Colorado,  and  other  Western  States.  He  returned 
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to  his  home  in  1875,  and  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  also  entering  upon  the  study  of  law,  pur¬ 
suing  his  legal  studies  under  the  direction  of  A.  N. 
Van  Camp,  of  Wilton.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  on  the  31st  day  of  August,  1876,  and  at  once 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession 
at  Muscatine,  as  a  partner  of  II.  J.  Lauder,  the  pres¬ 
ent  County  Attorney.  That  connection  continued 
but  one  year,  when  Mr.  Doran  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  Ills  first  term  expiring  he  was  re¬ 
elected,  and  served  in  that  capacity  four  years, 
after  which  he  was  alone  in  practice  until  April, 
1884,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  D.  C. 
Cloud,  the  oldest  member  of  the  Muscatine  County 
bar,  which  connection  continued  until  the  latter 
part  of  1888. 

In  Muscatine,  Iowa,  Mr.  Doran  led  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Miss  Mary  C.  Clark,  their  union  being 
celebrated  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1875.  The 
lady  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Clark,  and 
her  death  occurred  on  the  6th  of  June,  1885,  leav¬ 
ing  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters — 
Mary  E.,  Ina  T.,  J.  Ernest  and  Frank  P.  Mr. 
Doran  was  again  married,  Nov.  24,  1887,  Maggie 
A.  Kirwin  becoming  his  wife.  She  was  born  at 
Davenport,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and 
Mary  Kirwin.  In  his  political  sentiments  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  a  warm  interest  in 
political  affairs,  though  lie  has  never  sought  the 
honors  of  office.  He  is  a  close  student  in  his  pro¬ 
fession,  and  is  recognized  as  a  lawyer  of  fine  attain¬ 
ments  and  good  business  ability. 

ATRICIv  ROLAND,  a  leading  farmer  of 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  7,  Lake  Township,  and  one  of  its  early 
settlers,  was  born  in  Ireland,  May  21,  1820. 
1 1  is  parents,  Patrick  and  Catherine  (Dougherty) 
Roland,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  country.  lie 
received  a  liberal  education  in  his  native  land,  and 
in  184  7  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America, 
coming  directly  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  where 
the  father  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  what  is 
now  Rloomington  Township.  Upon  the  farm  then 
purchased  the  death  of  Mr.  Roland  occurred  about 


the  year  1863.  Ilis  wife  then  made  her  home  with 
her  children  until  her  own  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  home  of  her  son  Thomas  in  Cass  County, 
Iowa.  Her  remains  were  brought  back  to  Musca¬ 
tine  County  and  laid  to  rest  by  the  side  of  her 
husband  in  the  Catholic  Cemetery  near  Muscatine. 
Of  the  family  of  seven  children  born  to  them  but 
three  are  now  living:  Patrick,  of  this  sketch;  Ann, 
who  became  the  wife  of  George  Alexander,  a  far¬ 
mer  of  Kansas;  Thomas,  who  is  extensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Cass  County, 
Iowa. 

Farming  has  been  the  life  occupation  of  our  sub¬ 
ject.  In  1851,  when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he 
purchased  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Rloomington 
Township,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  for  six 
years,  then  selling  out  in  1857,  he  purchased  250 
acres  in  Moscow  Township,  from  which  he  devel¬ 
oped  a  fine  farm.  In  1869  he  again  sold,  and  began 
dealing  in  horses,  clearing  $13,000  from  the  invest¬ 
ment,  after  which  he  became  the  owner  of  560 
acres  of  land  in  Lake  Township,  which  has  since 
been  his  home. 

Mr.  Roland  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ann  Galagar,  a  native  of  Ireland,  the  marriage 
being  celebrated  in  the  month  of  October,  1853. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  eight 
children:  John,  Eliza,  Frank,  James,  Joseph,  Peter, 
May  and  Richard,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Mus¬ 
catine  Count}".  In  1869,  accompanied  by  their 
five  eldest  children,  the  parents  made  a  visit  to 
their  native  land,  remaining  for  a  year.  The  old 
home  of  his  boyhood,  forsaken  by  many  of  the 
friends  of  Ids  youth,  seemed  desolate  to  Mr.  Roland, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  glad  to  return 
to  his  adopted  country.  Although  born  on  the 
Emerald  Isle,  no  truer  American  in  thought  and 
feeling  ever  trod  Iowa  soil,  and  the  county  where 
he  has  made  his  home  for  forty-one  years  may 
justly  feel  proud  of  him  as  one  of  her  citizens. 
On  his  arrival  there  were  but  a  few  homes  in  the 
now  prosperous  and  thriving  city  of  Muscatine, 
then  known  as  the  village  of  Rloomington.  and  the 
country  was  almost  an  unbroken  wilderness.  On 
landing  in  New  Orleans  Mr.  Roland  had  but  fifty 
cents  in  money  and  that  he  gave  to  his  mother, 
thus  starting  in  life  with  no  capital  except  health, 
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strength,  and  a  determination  to  succeed,  but  he  has 
steadily  worked  his  way  up  until  he  is  now  one  of 
the  well-to-do  men  of  the  county.  His  fine  farm 
now  comprises  560  acres,  all  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  stocked  with  the  best  grades  of 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  He  has  made  a  specialty 
of  raising  fine  horses,  being  quite  successful  in  that 
enterprise,  having  disposed  of  stock  at  four  sales 
which  brought  him  $27,000.  Mr.  Boland  is  one  of 
the  energetic  and  progressive  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County.  He  has  been  honored  with  various  town¬ 
ship  offices,  and  is  now  holding  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  An  intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
he  is  well  informed  on  all  issues  of  the  day,  both 
State  and  National,  and  is  universally  respected  in 
the  community  where  he  resides. 


THOMAS  MONFORD,  deceased,  one  of  the 
m  pioneers  of  Muscatine  County  of  1838,  was 
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born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  in  1805.  He 
was  there  reared  to  manhood,  and  on  the  16th  day 
of  September,  1828,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  Stoope,  who  was  born  in  Greene  County, 
June  18,  1810.  About  two  years  later  the  young 
couple  removed  to  Rising  Sun,  Ind.,  where  they 
resided  but  a  short  time,  when  they  started  for  the 
almost  unbroken  wilderness  lying  west  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River.  Making  the  journey  by  steamer, 
they  landed  at  Muscatine,  then  a  little  hamlet 
known  as  Bloomington,  on  the  7th  day  of  April, 
1 838.  In  a  little  log  cabin  situated  on  the  site  of 
the  Ogilvie  House  they  made  their  home  for  about 
a  fortnight,  during  which  time  a  small  dwelling  was 
erected  on  the  land  which  Mr.  Monford  had  pur¬ 
chased  about  one  mile  north  of  the  village.  The 
house  being  completed,  the  family  then  removed  to 
their  new  home,  where  they  endured  all  the  trials 
and  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life. 

The  children  who  passed  their  early  lives  in  that 
little  cabin  were  eight  in  number,  five  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Cynthia  J„  born  June  29, 1829,  was  the 
wife  of  George  Kirkpatrick,  and  died  Aug.  26, 1 848 : 
Eliza  J.,  born  Nov.  25,  1830,  wedded  Dr.  Fulliam, 
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UTTIG  BROS.’  MANUFACTURING  COM- 
|'i  PANY  are  manufacturers  of  sash,  doors, 
blinds,  moldings,  etc.  The  business  was 
established  by  Fred  and  William  HuLtig  in 
1868,  under  the  firm  name  of  Huttig  Bros.  It  was 
incorporated  in  1880,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$75,000,  the  incorporators  being  William  Huttig, 
Fred  Huttig,  Joseph  Mulford,  C.  Cadle  and  Fred 
Lump,  with  Fred  Huttig,  President;  Joseph  Mul 
ford,  Vice  President;  William  Huttig,  Secretary 
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and  her  death  occurred  Nov.  16,  1852;  Clarissa, 
born  Aug.  13,  1832,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Smith,  of 
San  Rosa,  Cal. ;  Remembrance,  born  March  16,  1834, 
is  a  resident  of  Washington  Territory;  William, 
born  March  22,  1837,  is  living  in  Pottawattamie 
County,  Iowa;  Sarah,  born  July  10,  1840,  died 
Aug.  26,  1843;  Mary,  born  March  29,  1844,  is  the 
wife  of  William  H.  Reader,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa; 
and  Thomas  J.,  born  Jan.  26,  1852,  is  living  in  this 
county. 

On  the  12th  day  of  October,  1868,  Mr.  Monford 
departed  this  life.  Frequently  for  a  short  time 
previous  to  his  death  he  alluded  to  the  subject,  al¬ 
ways  expressing  implicit  confidence  in  the  Savior, 
and  in  the  promises  of  eternal  life  and  happiness. 
In  early  youth  he  had  given  his  heart  to  God,  and 
for  thirty-six  years  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  being  most  of  the  time  Class- 
Leader  of  the  organization  to  which  he  belonged. 
Earnest  and  devoted,  he  was  one  of  the  willing  work¬ 
ers  in  his  Master’s  vineyard,  and  did  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  cause  of  Christ  on  earth.  An  enter¬ 
prising,  industrious  man,  year  by  year  he  added  to 
his  property,  and  when  death  called  was  able  to 
leave  his  widow  and  children  in  comfortable  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

In  all  his  church  labors  Mrs.  Monford  w7as  his 
willing  assistant,  being  indeed  a  helpmate  to  him. 
She  was  one  of  the  seven  persons  who  organized. the 
first  Methodist  Society  in  Muscatine  County.  In 
1870  she  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Hawley, 
and  is  now  living  in  the  old  home  in  which  she 
spent  her  pioneer  days  in  this  county. 
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and  Treasurer.  The  works  are  located  on  East 
Second  street.  The  plant  covers  twenty  building 
lots,  and  the  company  employ  150  hands.  The 
local  business  of  the  company  amounts  to  about 
$400,000  a  year.  It  has  branch  offices  in  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  and  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  The  present 
officers  are  Fred  Iluttig,  President;  Fred  Lump, 
Vice  President;  Harry  Iluttig,  Secretary;  William 
Huttig,  Treasurer  and  Manager. 

William  Huttig  was  born  in  Saxon  Germany, 
Feb.  5,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Elizabeth  Huttig.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
left  his  native  country,  coming  direct  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  in 
which  he  continued  until  1866,  when  he  engaged 
with  his  brother  Fred  in  the  lumber  business.  In 
1858  he  was  married  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  to  Miss 
Kate  Becker,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  daughter  of 

Michael  Becker,  who  was  an  early  settler  of  Musca- 
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tine  Count}7.  Three  children  have  been  born  unto 
them:  Annie,  wife  of  George  W.  Brandt,  of  New 
York  City;  Nellie,  wife  of  D.  S.  McDermot,  of 
Iowa  City;  Harry,  a  member  of  Huttig  Bros.’  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huttig  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican,  although  lie  supported  Cleve¬ 
land  in  the  last  campaign.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  K.  of  P. 
and  K.  of  H.  A  good  business  man,  and  one  who 
has  ever  the  interest  of  his  adopted  city'  at  heart, 
Mr.  Huttig  enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
entire  community  and  of  all  who  know  him. 
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fijF^OBERT  T.  THOMPSON,  proprietor  of  the 
IFsSv/  Isl;in(^  Seed  Store,  was  born  in  Cadiz,  Ilar- 
M  rison  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  17,  1830,  and  is  a 
^son  of  Robert  T.  and  Barbara  (Eberts) 
Thompson.  His  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
of  Scotch  parentage,  and  his  mother,  who  was  de¬ 
scended  from  German  ancestry,  was  born  in  West 
Virginia.  Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  State,  and  entered  upon  his  business 
career  in  the  capacity  of  merchant’s  clerk.  In  the 
spring  of  1852  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  at 


York,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio,  and  continued  in  that 
line  until  overtaken  by  the  commercial  crash  of 
1857,  when  he,  with  thousands  of  others,  was 
obliged  to  suspend  business.  In  1858  he  came  to 
Iowa,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Goshen  Township, 
Muscatine  County,  but  two  years  of  farm  life 
proved  sufficient  to  gratify  his  taste  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,  and  he  came  to  Muscatine  and  accepted  the 
position  of  Deputy  County  Treasurer.  He  was 
employed  in  that  capacity  for  three  years,  and  in 
1868  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  was  re-elected 
in  1870,  serving  four  years.  In  1872  he  bought 
into  the  hardware  business  in  Muscatine,  which  he 
carried  on  until  1878,  when  he  retired,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  sons  Theron  and  William,  who 
still  carry  on  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Thompson  Bros.  In  1878  Mr.  Thompson  became 
an  employe  of  the  post-office  under  Col.  Beach, 
having  charge  of  the  money  order  and  register  let¬ 
ter  department,  and  continued  to  fill  that  position 
for  a  period  of  three  years.  He  next  engaged  as 
cashier  in  the  Savings  Bank,  but  after  serving  one 
year  in  that  capacity  he  was  forced  to  resign  on  ac¬ 
count  of  failing  health.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  seed  business, 
under  the  title  of  the  Island  Seed  Company.  He 
deals  in  field,  garden  and  flower  seed,  bulbous 
roots,  plants,  and  florists’  supplies  in  their  season ; 
also  in  seed  potatoes  and  seed  corn,  sweet  potatoes 
and  sweet  potato  plants  in  their  season.  The 
Island  Seed  Company  has  steadily  extended  its 
business  from  the  start,  and  is  now  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  reliable  seed  houses  in  the  coun¬ 
try. 

In  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of  April, 
1851,  Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emily  A.  Lewis,  who  was  born  at  Harrisville, 
Harrison  Co.,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ira  Lewis. 
Eight  children  have  been  born  of  their  union,  six 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  only  four  are 
now  living:  Ira  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years; 
Isaac  died  when  only  one  year  old  ;  Theron  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Nellie  Morehouse,  and  is  the  senior  part¬ 
ner  in  the  firm  of  Thompson  Bros.,  hardware 
merchants  of  Muscatine;  Salina  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years;  Ella  resides  with  her  parents;  John 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  William  is  the  junior 
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partner  of  Thompson  Bros. ;  and  Robert  L.,  the 
youngest,  is  employed  in  the  Muscatine  Gas  Com¬ 
pany’s  office. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Thompson  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  voted  with  that  party  since  its 
organization.  He  is  a  non-affiliated  Mason,  and  be¬ 
longs  to  Muscatine  Lodge  No.  5,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
also  to  Muscatine  Lodge  No.  99,  A.  O.  U.  W.  For 
over  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  during  which  time  he  has  been  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  business,  either  public  or  private,  and  has 
consequently  formed  an  extensive  acquaintance 
throughout  Muscatine  and  adjoining  counties.  In 
all  these  years  he  has  kept  a  clean  record,  and  has 
won  the  highest  respect  of  all  and  the  warm  re¬ 
gard  of  many. 


•Jl. _ N  ENRY  SMALLEY,  who  resides  on  section 

jl)  4,  Fruitland  Township,  was  born  in  Ilamil- 
Qx/!'  ton  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  3,  1833,  and  is  the 
(||!!)  seventh  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born 
to  Andrew  and  Rhoda  (Shepherd)  Smalley,  who 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  His  father  was  a  far¬ 
mer  by  occupation,  and  moved  to  Ohio  in  1816,  in 
company  with  a  number  of  others,  and  settled  in 
Carthage,  Hamilton  County,  where  he  kept  a  tav¬ 
ern.  In  1839  he  came  to  Muscatine  County  and 
settled  on  section  4,  the  farm  where  our  subject 
now  resides.  On  the  land  was  a  log  cabin  in  which 
the  family  moved,  and  which  he  commenced  to  im¬ 
prove,  but  death  soon  called  him  hence,  he  dying 
some  time  during  the  first  year  of  the  settlement  of 
the  family  in  this  count}^.  His  excellent  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  many  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Of  the  family 
of  eleven  children  there  are  now  but  four  sons  and 
one  daughter  living.  Shepherd  resides  in  the  city 
of  Muscatine;  Abraham  also  resides  in  that  city; 
Rhoda,  now  Mrs.  Cannon,  of  Muscatine;  John,  who 
resides  in  California,  and  our  subject. 

Henry  Smalley  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  of  Muscatine  County,  and  learned  the  jew¬ 
eler’s  trade  in  Muscatine,  following  that  occupation 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1862  he  was  united  in 

4»"  ■  - 


marriage,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Sarah  Berdeau,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of 
William  and  Aurilla  (Cotter)  Berdeau,  the  former 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  latter  of  New 
York.  Her  father,  who  was  of  French  descent,  was 
for  many  years  an  engineer  on  the  Lakes.  He  ran 
a  boat  from  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  to  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
His  eyesight  failing  him,  he  was  compelled  to  aban¬ 
don  his  chosen  occupation,  and  wrent  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  in  1866,  and  engaged  in  farming  near  that 
city.  In  1867  he  returned  to  New  York. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smalley  set¬ 
tled  in  Muscatine,  where  they  remained  until  1868. 
when  they  removed  to  their  present  farm.  At  the 
death  of  his  mother  he  came  into  possession  of  120 
acres  of  fine  farming  land  in  a  good  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  Mr.  Smalley  is  engaged  in  general  farm¬ 
ing,  and  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  a 
good  grade  of  stock.  In  politics  he  is  somewhat 
active,  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  In 
the  half-century  in  which  he  has  resided  in  this 
county  he  has  truly  witnessed  many  changes,  and 
has  been  an  active  participant  in  almost  every  en¬ 
terprise  tending  to  the  building  up  of  his  adopted 
county.  The  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing  is 
pleasantly  situated  just  outside  the  city  limits  of 
Muscatine,  giving  him  the  advantage  of  both  city 
and  country  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smalley  have  one 
child,  Aurilla,  who  yet  resides  at  home. 

-*• - -*¥*¥> - «- 

IIARLES  L.  MULL,  senior  partner  of  the 
wholesale  grocery  house  of  Charles  L.  Mull 
&  Sons,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Aug.  5, 
1826.  His  parents  were  Conrad  and  Caroline 
(Ilaseman)  Mull,  who  were  also  natives  of  Han¬ 
over.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Germany, 
and  in  1842  emigrated  from  his  native  land  to 
America,  first  locating  at  Baltimore,  Md.  Shortly 
afterward  he  removed  to  Reading,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  employed  as  merchant’s  clerk  for  awhile,  and 
later  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  himself. 
In  1852  he  removed  to  York,  Pa.,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  retail  grocery  business. 

In  that  city  Mr.  Mull  was  united  in  marriage 
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with  Miss  Catherine  Campbell,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  of  Scottish  descent,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Campbell.  Eight  children  graced  their 
union,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the  exception 
of  one  son:  William  L.,  the  eldest,  born  in  Read¬ 
ing,  Pa.,  Aug.  14,  1850,  came  to  Muscatine  with 
his  parents  in  1856,  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools,  and  married  Miss  Maude  Leverieh,  of  this 
cityr,  who  was  born  at  Wilton,  Iowa,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  R.  W.  Leverieh;  Henry  C.,  also  born 
in  Reading,  Pa.,  came  to  Muscatine  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  and  later  married  Miss  Gussie  Hummell,  and 
resides  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  younger  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  are:  Caroline,  Charles  A.,  Ida, 
Andrew  and  Frank.  Louis,  next  older  than  An¬ 
drew,  died  at  the  age  of  live  years. 

Our  subject  removed  with  his  family  to  Musca¬ 
tine.  Iowa,  in  .the  spring  of  1856,  and  engaged  in 
the  retail  grocery  business.  In  1864  he  began 
wholesaling,  which  he  has  carried  on  continuously 
since,  increasing  and  extending  his  business  as  his 
increased  capital  permitted,  until  he  has  built  up  a 
substantial  trade,  lie  is  a  man  of  sterling  quali¬ 
ties,  both  as  a  business  man  and  citizen,  and  among 
the  many  prosperous  and  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Muscatine  none  stand  higher  than  the  gentle¬ 
man  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  His  son  Will¬ 
iam  L.  is  the  present  business  manager.  Charles 
A.  was  admitted  into  partnership  in  the  business  on 
Jan.  1,  1889.  Theirs  is  the  oldest  wholesale  house 
in  the  city  under  one  continued  proprietorship. 
They  employ  nine  men,  and  their  business  annually 
amounts  to  over  $300,000. 

-  i — '-A - -  C - 

RS.  MATILDA  HORTON,  widow  of  the 
late  J.  B.  Horton,  one  of  Muscatine  Coun¬ 
ty’s  prominent  citizens,  is  now  living  in 
Conesville.  She  was  born  in  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  Dec.  15,  1820,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Hugh  P>.  and  Catharine  (English)  Nelson.  Her 
mother  was  twice  married,  her  first  husband  being 
a  Mr.  Roney,  by  whom  she  had  six  children.  Her 
union  with  Mr.  Nelson  was  graced  with  a  family 
of  seven  children:  Elizabeth,  who  is  living  in  John¬ 
son  County,  Iowa;  Jane,  Thomas  and  Samuel,  all 


deceased;  Joseph,  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County; 
William,  whose  home  is  in  Iowa  City,  and  Stewart, 
also  deceased. 

The  girlhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  she  remaining  at  home  with  her 
parents  until  April  9,  1840,  when  she  ceased  to  be 
Miss  Nelson,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  J.  B. 
Horton,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Feb.  2,  1814,  and 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Butler)  Horton, 
who  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 
he  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  but  all  are  now 
dead  with  the  exception  of  Polly,  widow  of  a  Mr. 
Scritchfield,  who  is  living  near  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
a  farm  in  their  native  State,  engaging  in  its  culti¬ 
vation  for  some  time,  after  which  they  removed  to 
West  Bedford,  Ohio,  where  they  kept  a  hotel  for  a 
year.  Their  next  place  of  residence  was  at  a  small 
town  called  the  Cross  Roads,  where  they  again  en¬ 
gaged  in  hotel-keeping  for  about  three  years,  but 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  returned  to 
West  Bedford.  Remaining  in  that  town  but  a 
short  time  they  then  emigrated  westward,  settling- 
in  Illinois  on  a  farm,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  two  years,  after  which  they  removed  to  Sharp’s 
Landing,  on  the  Illinois  River,  where  Mr.  Horton 
kept  a  warehouse.  In  the  }rear  1865,  leaving  Illi¬ 
nois,  the}'  continued  their  journey  until  reaching 
Muscatine  County,  where  they  permanently  located, 
making  their  home  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Pike  Township,  which  the  husband  had  purchased. 
Previous  to  this  time  he  had  enlisted  in  the  late 
war,  but  after  six  months’  service,  his  health  hav¬ 
ing  failed  him,  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
physical  disability. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  the  follow¬ 
ing  children  were  born:  Martha  Jane,  the  eldest,  born 
March  29,  1843,  is  the  widow  of  Jackson  Horton, 
and  resides  in  Conesville;  Nelson,  born  April  14, 
1845,  is  living  in  Illinois;  Henrietta,  born  June  18, 
1847,  died  Jan.  12,  1856;  John  B.,  born  June  13, 
1849,  died  Nov.  16,  1852;  Josephine,  born  Sept..  5, 
1851,  is  the  wife  of  Silas  Ames,  a  resident  of  this 
county;  Thomas  B.,  born  Aug.  26,  1853,  makes  his 
home  in  this  county;  Adeline  F.,  born  Oct.  6,  1855, 
is  the  wife  of  Oril  Crane,  of  Johnson  County,  Iowa; 
Mary  C.,  born  March  27,  1858,  died  Oct.  24,  1866; 
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Silas,  bom  Feb.  25,  1860,  is  now  living  in  Cones- 
viile,  Iowa;  William,  bom  Nov.  5,  1861,  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Conesville;  George  B.,  bom  Nov.  7,  1864, 
died  Jan.  20,  1865. 

Mr.  Horton  was  a  Democrat  in  polities  for  many 
years,  but  afterward  supported  the  Greenback  party. 
His  death  occurred  July  20,  1886,  and  he  was 
mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His  industry, 
perseverance  and  enterprise  through  life  enabled  him 
to  leave  his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances, 
his  property  consisting  of  120  acres  of  fine  land 
in  Pike  Township  and  a  lot  and  residence  in  the 
village  of  Conesville.  His  widow  also  receives  a 
pension  for  his  services  in  the  army.  Mrs.  Horton 
still  resides  in  Conesville,  and  is  one  of  the  highly 
esteemed  ladies  of  Muscatine  County.  Her  son 
William  Austin  makes  his  home  with  her.  He  was 
married,  Nov.  5,  1887,  to  Ada  Butcher,  and  by 
their  union  one  child  has  been  born,  Grace  M., 
Sept.  7,  1888. 


ON.  ROBERT  THOMPSON  WALLACE, 
one  of  the  enterprising  business  men  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Allegheny  County, 
Pa.,  Sept.  29,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Rebecca  (Irwin)  Wallace,  who  were  also  na¬ 
tives  of  the  same  county.  The  father  was  of  Scotch 
origin,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Robert  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  the  following  lived  to  maturity:  Mary,  wife 
of  William  Rigg,  of  Valparaiso  County,  Ind. ;  Joseph, 
a  resident  of  Lawrence  County,  Pa. ;  Jane,  widow 
of  William  Newell,  of  New  Castle,  Pa. ;  and  Robert 
T.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  builder  by 
trade,  and  in  connection  with  his  labors  in  that  line 
owned  and  operated  a  farm.  After  sixty-six  years 
of  happy  wedded  life,  he  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three,  and  Mrs.  Wallace  was  of  the  same 
age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  on  a  farm.  He  began  his  education 
in  the  subscription  schools,  and' later  attended  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  State.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  began  life’s  battle  as  a  clerk,  re¬ 
ceiving  $8  per  month,  and  later  was  empioj'ed  by 


a  canal  company  as  collector  of  tolls.  In  the  month 
of  July,  1856,  he  left  Pennsylvania  for  the  then  Far 
West,  locating  in  the  village  of  Muscatine.  He 
soon  secured  employment  as  a  salesman,  but  shortly 
afterward  formed  a  partnership  with  Max  Black,  as 
agents  for  the  steamboat  companies  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River.  This  business  was  prosecuted  for 
eleven  years,  when,  on  account  of  failing  health,  he 
sold  out  to  his  partner.  His  next  venture  was  in 
the  retail  grocery  business,  forming  a  partnership 
in  that  line  with  Col.  Beach,  to  whom  he  sold  his 
share  two  years  later,  when  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
began  dealing  in  building  material.  During  the 
financial  panic  of  1873  he  was  much  reduced  in  cir¬ 
cumstances,  but  continued  business  in  Chicago  un¬ 
til  1876,  when  he  returned  to  Muscatine,  and  in 
1881  began  dealing  in  wood,  coal  and  building  ma¬ 
terial,  in  which  line  be  still  continues. 

In  1861  Mr.  Wallace  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  A.  Kerr,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Kerr,  of  Clays- 
ville,  Washington  Co.,  Pa.,  and  by  their  union 
three  children  were  born:  William  N.,  a  graduate 
of  the  High  School  of  Iowa  City,  and  now  cashier 
of  Crane  Bros.’  Manufacturing  Company  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  The  other  two  are  now  deceased.  In  1868, 
Mrs.  Wallace,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  a  lady  highly  respected  in  the 
community  where  she  resided,  was  called  to  her 
final  rest. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Wallace  is  an  un¬ 
compromising  Democrat,  and  has  been  honored  by 
several  local  offices,  having  held  the  position  of 
Marshal  in  1879.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
Mayor  in  1882,  re-elected  in  1883,  and  again  in 
1884.  The  able  manner  in  which  he  discharged 
his  duties  is  well  attested  by  the  fact  of  his  second 
and  third  re-election. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  present  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Wallace  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 


ILLIAM  F.  EICHHOFF,  City  Marshal  of 
Muscatine,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ham¬ 
burg,  Germany,  on  the  10th  of  March, 
1839.  With  his  parents,  Frederick  and  Wilhemina 
(Harte)  Eichhoff,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
- - 
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in  1848,  the  family  locating  in  St.  Louis,  where  they 
made  their  home  until  1856,  at  which  time  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine.  The  father  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  but  when  in  St.  Louis  engaged  in  making 
coffins  for  the  unfortunates  who  died  of  cholera. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  city 
schools  of  St.  Louis  and  Muscatine,  after  which, 
possessing  a  musical  talent,  he  gave  his  attention 
to  its  cultivation  under  the  direction  of  Prof. 
Ilenry  Sacger,  of  St.  Louis,  completing  his  musical 
studies  under  Prof.  Christian  Huttig.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  in  the  7th  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  War  for 
the  Union,  and  was  attached  to  the  regiment  brass 
band,  serving  one  year,  when  an  order  was  issued 
from  the  War  Department  abolishing  regimental 
bands.  After  being  discharged  he  returned  to  Mus¬ 
catine,  where  for  twenty-seven  years  he  has  served 
as  leader  of  the  cornet  and  string  bands.  In  1881 
he  served  as  Deputy  Marshal  under  D.  L.  Ewing, 
and  in  1885  was  elected  by  the  City  Council  as 
Marshal,  which  office  he  still  holds,  discharging  his 
duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  city. 

In  1860  Mr.  Eichhoff  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Ellen  Brown,  a  native  of  England,  and  five 
children  graced  their  union,  three  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Fred  W.,  who  is  Deputy  County  Clerk; 
Harry  H.,  a  molder,  now  residing  in  Cairo,  Ill.;  E. 
Dalmar,  a  student  in  the  High  School  of  Muscatine. 
Mr.  Eichhoff  is  a  man  well  fitted  for  his  position, 
always  working  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Eagle 
Lodge  No.  10,  A.  O.  U.  W.;  also  of  Shelby  Nor¬ 
man  Post  No.  231,  and  in  politics  is  independent, 
voting  for  the  man  whom  he  thinks  will  best  fill  the 
office. 


\T  B.  VAN  ATT  A,  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  is  still  living  in  the  house  in  which 
he  was  born,  it  being  located  on  section  11, 
'yjj  Seventy-Six  Township.  The  date  of  his  birth 
was  May  23,  1853,  and  he  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Katy  Ann  (Brobeck)  Vanatta.  The  genealogy  of 
the  family  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  James  Van¬ 
atta,  which  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this 
Album.  Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the 


common  schools,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life,  hav¬ 
ing  since  his  early  youth  assisted  in  the  cultivation 
of  his  father’s  land.  After  attaining  his  majority 
he  remained  on  the  old  homestead,  caring  for  and 
improving  the  land  on  shares.  On  the  22d  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1875,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Molly  O’Brien,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Fanny 
(Han ran)  O’Brien,  who  are  now  residing  in  Kan¬ 
sas.  An  interesting  family  of  four  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union — Fanny,  Fred,  Mabel  and 
Maud. 

Mr.  Vanatta  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  giving  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  of  hogs  and  sheep.  He  both  raises  and 
buys,  shipping  to  foreign  markets,  handling  from 
500  to  1,000  head  of  sheep  per  year,  and  10,000 
hogs.  lie  takes  great  interest  in  civic  societies,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  two  fraternities,  K.  of  P.  and  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  the  local  lodges  of  which  he  is  a  member 
being  Damon  Lodge  No.  76,  K.  of  P.,  and  Eagle 
Lodge  No.  10.  A.  O.  U.  W.,  both  of  Muscatine. 
Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
the  township. 


I  LBERT  G.  TOWNSLY,  residing  on  section 
18,  Seventy-Six  Township,  is  an  early  set¬ 
tler  and  representative  farmer  of  Muscatine 
§jjj  County,  of  which  he  became  a  resident  in 
1843.  lie  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  June 
21,  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Baird)  Townsly,  who  were  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Nancy  Ann,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  1818, 
and  died  in  1844;  Albert  was  the  second  in  order 
of  birth;  Margaret,  born  in  1822,  died  in  1824; 
Cyrus,  born  in  1824,  wedded  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  Stevenson,  and  now  re¬ 
sides  in  Cedar  Township;  William,  who  is  living 
in  Clay  County,  Ill.,  and  is  an  employe  on  the  rail¬ 
road,  is  the  husband  of  Amelia  Tolfiaro. 

In  1843  our  subject  left  his  native  State  and 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Muscatine  County 
on  the  10th  of  May.  He  first  rented  land  for  about 
eighteen  months,  when  he  entered  160  acres  on 
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section  18,  Seventy-Six  Township,  where  he  has 
since  continued  to  reside.  By  his  care,  cultivation 
and  improvement  he  has  made  his  farm  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county,  everything  about  the  place  de¬ 
noting  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  In 
1841  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah, 
a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Rachel  Wright.  She 
was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Mary  E.,  Gilliod,  William,  John  F.;  Sarah,  wife  of 
our  subject,  who  was  born  Feb.  11,  1821,  in  South 
Carolina;  Louisa,  Rachel  and  Eli.  The  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsly  has  been  blessed  with  a 
family  of  seven  children:  Nancy  A.,  who  was  born 
July  4,  1847,  is  now  the  wife  of  David  M.  Ritten- 
house;  Otis  A.,  born  Nov.  25,  1850,  died  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1881;  Iowa,  born  in  1852,  died  April  17, 
1871:  George  T.,  who  was  born  in  September, 
1  854,  became  the  husband  of  Almira  Gates,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Seth  and  Eve  Gates;  William  J.  W.,  born 
July  28,  1856,  wedded  Catherine  McMichael,  and 
is  now  living  on  the  home  farm;  Marion,  born 
Jan.  19,  1858,  wedded  Louisa  Moore,  and  Bessie, 
who  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Townsly  are  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  former  having  been  a 
member  for  thirty-five  years,  and  the  latter  for 
forty-eight  years.  This  worthy  couple  hold  a  high 
social  position  in  the  community  in  which  they  re¬ 
side,  are  respected  by  all  who  know  them,  and  are 
numbered  among  Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens. 


FREDERICK  GIESENIIAUS,  dealer 


in 


rp^(»Y  ceries,  provisions  and  queensware,  Musca- 
/1\  tine,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  was 
born  near  Heiligenhaus,  in  Kreis  Dusseldorf,  Aug. 
14,  1832.  His  parents,  John  and  Maria  (Isen- 
buegel)  Giesenhaus,  were  natives  of  Prussia,  and 
both  spent  their  lives  in  their  native  country, 
where,  when  death  called  them,  they  were  laid  to 
rest.  Frederick  emigrated  to  America  in  1857, 
landing  in  New  York  in  the  month  of  November. 
He  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  After  reaching  harbor  he  at  once  came  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa.  Being  without  capital,  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  some  employment  by  which  to 


provide  a  living  for  himself,  and  for  the  first  year 
worked  as  a  day  laborer.  He  then  engaged  with 
John  Schmidt  as  a  baker,  working  for  him  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  opened  a  restaurant  at  Musca¬ 
tine,  and  continued  in  that  line  of  business  for 
himself  until  1866.  On  the  28tli  of  February, 
1867,  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business,  which 
he  has  carried  on  successfully  ever  since,  his  genial 
manner  and  his  desire  to  please  his  customers  gain¬ 
ing  him  a  large  patronage.  Mr.  Giesenhaus  has 
now  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
twenty-one  years,  building  up  a  large  and  profita¬ 
ble  trade.  He  has  made  substantial  improvements 
in  the  city.  In  1866  he  purchased  a  one-story 
brick  building,  which  he  rebuilt  in  1876,  when  he 
erected  a  three-story  brick  business  block,  Nos.  216 
&  218  East  Second  street,  where  lie  carries  on  busi¬ 
ness.  He  also  owns  a  three-story  brick  block  on 
the  same  street,  the  first  floor  of  which  is  occupied 
by  his  brother,  Charles  Giesenhaus,  who  carries  a 
fine  stock  of  jewelry.  The  second  floor  is  used  for 
a  commercial  school,  while  the  third  story  is  a 
tenement.  Mr.  Giesenhaus  now  does  a  business  of 
over  $30,000  per  year,  and  is  classed  as  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  Muscatine.  In  addition  to  his 
city  property  he  also  owns  a  fine  farm  of  fifty-eight 
acres,  situated  in  Sweetland  Township,  a  few  miles 
east  of  Muscatine,  which  he  has  improved  and  put 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 

February  3,  1861,  in  this  city,  Mr.  Giesenhaus 
wedded  Miss  Henrietta  Unterweg,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Unterweg.  The  lady  was  born  in  Ratinger, 
Kreis  Dusseldorf,  April  26,  1840,  and  losing  her 
mother  in  childhood,  she  came  to  America  with 
her  father  in  1848.  His  death  occurred  in  St. 
Louis  shortly  after,  and  she  came  to  Muscatine  in 
1851. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giesenhaus  have  been  the  parents 
of  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  six  of  whom  are 
living:  Charles  A.,  born  Dec.  27,  1861,  is  now  as¬ 
sisting  his  father  in  the  grocery  business;  Fred¬ 
erick  William,  born  March  8,  1863,  died  Jan.  21, 
1864;  Frederick,  born  Oct.  8,  1864,  married  Miss 
Bertha  Kope,  and  resides  in  Hastings,  Minn.;  Hen¬ 
rietta,  born  May  6,  1866,  is  at  home;  Albert,  born 
Sept.  29,  1869,  died  June  25,  1870;  Nellie,  born 
Dec.  19,  1872,  died  December  26  of  the  same  year;  | 
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Edward,  born  Oct.  12,  1876,  and  George,  May  23, 
1880,  are  both  yet  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giesen- 
liaus  are  members  of  the  German  Protestant  Church, 
lie  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  always  voted 
witli  that  party,  but  has  never  sought  or  desired 
public  office,  lie  has  been,  and  is  yet,  a  hard 
worker  and  a  thorough  business  man.  His  course 
has  been  that  of  a  fair-minded,  honest  gentleman, 
who,  though  lie  wants  his  just  dues,  is  always  will¬ 
ing  to  meet  his  obligations  fairly  and  promptly, 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  highest  regard  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  business  or  social  relations. 

- - - - 

LEXANDER  KENNEDY,  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  citizens  of  Sweetland  Township,  resid¬ 
ing  on  section  8,  is  numbered  among  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Muscatine  County  of 
He  first  came  to  America  in  1831,  and 
worked  in  a  tanyard  in  Philadelphia  for  nearly  a 
year,  when,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  he 
left  that  city  and  returned  to  Ireland,  of  which 
country  he  was  a  native,  born  in  County  Tyrone 
in  1808,  where  his  boyhood  days  were  passed.  He 
was  educated  in  his  native  country,  and  there 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Dunn. 
Amid  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  he  wooed  and  won 
the  lady,  and  in  1835  their  marriage  was  celebrated. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  in  Ireland,  making 
that  their  home  for  seven  years,  but  in  1842  a  de¬ 
sire  to  cast  his  lot  in  the  New  World  stirred  in  the 
breast  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  and,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  he  embarked  for  America.  When  his  voy¬ 
age  across  the  broad  ocean  was  completed  he  came 
directly  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside.  At  that  time  the  settlements 
were  very  few,  wild  game  of  all  kinds  abounded, 
deer  roamed  over  the  prairies,  and  bands  of  Indians 
were  often  seen.  Rut  time  transforms  everything; 
the  wild  and  uncultivated  land  has  been  trans¬ 
formed  into  beautiful  homes  and  farms,  cities  and 
villages  have  sprung  up,  and  the  iron  horse  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  rude  vehicles  of  former  days. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mr.  Kennedy  thirteen 
children  were  born,  but  again  and  again  the  death 
angel  has  visited  the  home  until  only  one  is  left, 
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Alexander,  born  May  1,  1857,  who  married  Miss 
Mary  Lefever,  Dec.  9,  1880,  a  native  of  Blooming¬ 
ton  Township,  Muscatine  County,  and  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Lefever,  who  came  from  Ohio 
to  this  county  at  an  early  day.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union:  Guy  V.,  born  Sept.  28, 
1881,  and  Mabel  B.,  born  Feb.  14,  1883.  Alex¬ 
ander,  Jr.,  is  in  charge  of  his  father’s  farm,  which 
is  pleasantly  situated  in  Sweetland  Township,  and 
comprises  280  acres  of  fine  land  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation. 

After  a  happy  married  life  of  forty-one  years, 
although  shadowed  by  the  ruthless  hand  of  death, 
which  so  often  came  unbidden  to  take  one  of  her 
loved  ones,  Mrs.  Kennedy  died  Feb.  15,  1876.  She 
was  a  woman  loved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

Mr.  Kennedy  on  coming  to  this  country  allied 
himself  rvitli  the  old  Whig  party,  with  which  he 
affiliated  until  its  dissolution,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party.  Religiously,  he  was  reared 
a  Presbyterian,  but  for  many  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  As 
a  citizen,  he  has  always  been  willing  to  aid  in  any 
enterprise  which  he  believed  for  the  public  good. 
Few  men  have  more  friends  than  Alexander  Ken¬ 
nedy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


ifflOMAS  B.  TALLANT,  real-estate  and  loan 
broker  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  residents  of  the  cit}7  since  1866, 
was  born  in  Hancock  County,  Ill.,  May  24,  1848, 
and  is  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Elizabeth  (Sheri¬ 
dan)  Tallant.  He  was  educated  at  the  University 
of  Notre  Dame,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  nine  years. 
In  1866  he  came  to  Muscatine,  and  for  several 
years  was  employed  as  Deputy  in  the  County  Re¬ 
corder’s  office.  In  1877  he  began  his  present  busi¬ 
ness,  in  connection  with  which  he  has  an  interest 
in  business  of  the  same  character  at  Ft.  Madison, 
Iowa,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tallant  &  Person, 
real-estate  and  loan  brokers. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1871,  at  Nauvoo,  Ill..  Mr. 
Tallant  and  Miss  Anna  G.  Bucher,  daughter  of 
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David  Bucher,  were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of 
matrimony.  The  lad}1-  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  born  in  Lancaster  County.  Four  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union:  Albert,  born  in 
1872;  Harry  Allen,  in  1876;  Katie,  born  in  1878, 
died  in  1881;  and  Anna,  the  youngest,  born  in 
1886.  Mr.  T allant  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to  de¬ 
vote  his  attention  to  his  business  interests. 

^ 

(?|p^HOMAS  SHEPHERD  was  born  near  Brown 
Brook,  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  Nov.  24, 
1804.  His  parents  were  born  in  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.,  his  father  on  the  12th  of  October, 
1770,  and  his  mother  on  the  24th  of  August,  1775. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  mother  was  Schenck,  the 
family  being  from  Holland.  The  Shepherds  were 
from  England.  Elisha  Shepherd,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  served  as  Captain  through  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  and  was  with  Gen.  Washington  at 
the  battle  of  Monmouth.  His  father  and  mother 
were  married  in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.,  Jan.  18, 
1795.  To  them  were  born  twelve  children — Sarah, 
Rhoda,  Mary,  Tyler,  Nellie,  Thomas,  Allette  and 
Catherine  (twins)  Anna,  Ann,  John  and  Catherine. 
Four  of  the  children  died  when  young,  but  the  rest 
lived  to  have  large  families,  except  Sarah,  who  was 
never  married.  His  parents  lived  in  Monmouth 
County  three  years  after  their  marriage,  and  then 
removed  to  Somerset  County,  where  they  lived 
upon  a  farm  near  Brown  Brook  until  they  started 
for  Ohio,  May  2,  1816.  We  now  quote  from  a 
sketch  of  his  life  written  by  Mr.  Shepherd :  “  Sell¬ 
ing  their  household  goods  and  farm  utensils,  except 
such  as  they  could  pack  in  two  large  wagons,  the 
family,  which  then  consisted  of  the  parents  and  nine 
children,  started  on  their  journey  of  700  miles.  In 
these  days  of  railroads  and  telegraphs  one  can 
scarcely  realize  the  hardships  of  traveling  700  miles 
in  loaded  wagons  with  such  a  family.  Not  all  could 
ride  at  one  time  and  so  the  older  members  had  to 
take  turns  in  walking.  John  Olden  has  often  given 
the  reason  assigned  by  his  mother  for  taking  such  a 
journey.  She  said  that  John  Schenck,  who  had  been 
living  in  Ohio  for  some  time,  often  wrote  her  glowing 
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descriptions  of  the  country,  and  urged  her  to  come  to 
Ohio  with  her  family.  In  one  of  his  letters  he  wrote 
a  special  inducement  for  her  to  come,  that  pump¬ 
kin  pies  there  grew  on  trees.  After  their  arrival  his 
mother  one  day  said  to  him,  ‘John,  show  me  the 
trees  on  which  pumpkin  pies  grow.’  In  telling  the 
story  mother  would  say,  ‘John  took  me  into  the 
woods,  and  pointing  to  those  nasty  pawpaw  trees 
said,  ‘There  are  your  pumpkin  pies,  full  grown  and 
ready  to  eat.’ 

“In  the  company  that  went  to  Ohio  there  were 
seven  families,  consisting  of  forty-two  men,  women 
and  children,  eleven  two-horse  wagons  and  twenty- 
two  horses,  and  it  was  a  jolly  crowd.  The  wagons 
all  had  linen  covers,  and  upon  the  boxes  in  the 
wagons  were  spread  feather  beds,  upon  which  part 
of  the  family  slept  at  night,  while  the  remainder 
slept  in  hotels  at  their  different  stopping  places. 
They  passed  through  Pennsylvania  and  over  mount¬ 
ains  to  Pittsburgh,  arriving  there  two  weeks  from  the 
time  of  starting.  They  there  bought  two  flatboats, 
which  they  fastened  together  side  by  side,  putting 
the  horses  upon  the  smaller  boat  and  the  wagons 
upon  the  other,  where  the  people  also  rode.  The 
river  being  low  and  having  no  pilot  they  got 
aground  several  times.  At  one  time  they  had  to 
jump  their  horses  into  the  river  and  lead  them  to 
an  island.  After  getting  their  boat  afloat  they  took 
their  horses  again  on  board.  After  two  weeks  upon 
the  river  they  landed  at  Cincinnati  on  the  2d  of 
June,  where  they  remained  two  or  three  days,  put¬ 
ting  their  wagons  together  and  preparing  for  an¬ 
other  trip  by  land  into  the  country  to  find  some  of 
their  friends  who  had  moved  out  some  years  before. 
The  first  stop  that  they  made  was  at  Carthage,  near 
which  place  Andrew  Smalley,  one  of  the  party,  had 
a  brother  living.  Smalley  stopped  there,  but  the 
rest  went  to  Reading,  where  they  stopped  for  one 
night.  Continuing  the  journey  they  went  to  Frank¬ 
lin,  where  part  of  the  party  remained  while  others 
sought  other  locations.  My  father  purchased  a 
farm  near  Reading.  Smalley  bought  a  farm  near 
Carthage,  where  now  stands  the  city  infirmary.  M37 
father  lived  upon  the  farm  near  Reading  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Aug.  23,  1830.  Mother 
lived  on  the  same  farm  until  one  year  of  her  death, 
when  she  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  Alletta, 
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who  married  Stephen  Whitlock;  she  died  April  9, 
1869,  in  the  ninety-fourth  year  of  her  age.  The 
family  all  married  except  Sarah,  and  at  this  writing, 
Jan.  15,  1886,  all  are  dead  except  myself. 

“I  lived  at  home  upon  my  father’s  farm  until  one 
year  after  my  marriage.  I  was  married  by  Rev.  J. 
Thompson  to  Sarah  Preston,  May  20,  1824.  One 
year  after  my  marriage  I  removed  to  the  farm 
where  I  now  live,  situated  one  mile  and  a  half  north 
of  Sharonville,  where  our  children  were  born — 
Nellie,  Preston,  Maria,  Tyler,  Sarah,  Margaret, 
Thomas,  John  and  William.  Nellie  married  Cass 
Bates,  Sept.  21, 1842;  they  are  living  at  Sharon  ville, 
and  have  had  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living,  together  with  four  grandchildren ;  Preston 
married  Emma  Foster,  Aug.  1,  1849;  they  reside  in 
Leadville,  Colo.,  and  have  had  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living,  together  with  seven  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Maria  J.  married  E.  Y.  W.  Blanot,  Nov  9, 
1 848 ;  they  reside  in  Missouri  and  have  had  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  together  with 
four  grandchildren.  Tyler  married  Till ie  Van  Note, 
Nov.  12,  1863,  and  they  reside  near  Hannibal,  Mo. ; 
they  have  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing,  together  with  one  grandchild.  Margaret  mar¬ 
ried  Henry  Fox,  of  Ohio,  Sept.  21,  1854;  they  have 
had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Thomas 
married  Ella  Daly,  Jan.  28,  1866;  they  reside  at 
Lockland,  Ohio,  and  have  had  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  John  married  Josie  Leighton, 
March  28,  1869;  the}"  reside  near  Hannibal,  Mo., 
and  have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 
Emma  C.  married  Stephen  Howard,  May  17,  1880. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  I  have  had  eleven  children, 
fifty-three  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great-grand¬ 
children. 

“On  the  20th  of  May,  1874,  we  celebrated  our 
golden  wedding.  In  speaking  of  this  wedding  a 
local  paper  says :  -Uncle  Tommy  and  his  bride  looked 
remarkably  hale  and  hearty  as  they  stood  upon  the 
floor  side  by  side  to  receive  the  blessings  and 
prayers  of  the  minister  and  the  congratulations  of 
their  friends.  A  joyous  time  was  had,  when,  upon 
the  invitation  of  the  host  and  hostess  the  numerous 
descendants,  relatives  and  friends  of  the  happy  old 
couple  retired  to  the  dining-room  of  the  family 
mansion,  and  enjoyed  the  feast  of  reason  and  flow 


of  soul.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  married 
life  of  this  couple  has  been  spent  upon  their  fine 
farm  in  Sycamore  Township,  Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio, 
which  adjoins  the  beautiful  village  of  Gano.  The 
fact  speaks  well  for  the  healthfulness  of  the  charm¬ 
ing  locality.  Long  may  the}'  live  to  enjoy  it.’ 

“This  sketch  of  our  family  history  is  respectfully 
presented  to  my  living  relatives,  with  the  hope  that 
all  may  be  sufficiently  interested  in  the  same  to 
preserve  it  for  future  reference.  Truly  yours. 

“Thomas  Shepherd.” 

Thomas  Shepherd  died  in  January,  1888,  but  his 
widow  still  survives,  and  resides  at  the  old  home¬ 


stead. 


kEONARD  C.  KING,  a  general  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  residing  on  section  18,  Lake 
Township,  was  born  on  the  24th  of  July, 
1837,  in  Rock  Island  County,  Ill.  He  is  a  son  of 
Peter  and  Margaret  (Sniekroff)  King,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany.  At  an  earl}-  day  they 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Rock  Island 
County,  Ill.,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  September,  1887. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  yet  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead  with  her  son  Charles.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
and  of  that  number  seven  are  yet  living:  John,  who 
is  located  at  Moline.  Ill.;  Joseph,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Rock  Island  County;  Leonard  C.,  who  is  the 
third  in  order  of  birth;  Mary,  wife  of  John  C.  Fo¬ 
gle,  a  resident  of  Rapids  City,  Ill.;  Charles,  who  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead;  Amanda,  wife  of 
William  Mock,  a  farmer  of  Scott  County,  Iowa: 
Chris,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Illinois.  Clara, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Streckfuss,  died  in 
Kansas,  and  Theresa,  the  deceased  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Mock. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  Rock  Island  County,  111.,  after 
which  he  aided  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm 
until  his  marriage,  w-hicli  occurred  in  October,  1876, 
Miss  Mary  Shoaab  becoming  his  wife.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Rock  Island  County,  Ill.,  in  1856,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Michael  Shoaab,  an  extensive  far¬ 
mer  in  Lake  Township.  Four  children  grace  their 
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union — Joseph,  Tracy,  Charles  and  Walter.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  Rock  Island  County, 
which  Mr.  King  had  previously  purchased,  and 
there  resided  until  1879,  when  he  sold  out  and  came 
to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased 
240  acres  of  fine  land.  This  farm  is  now  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  stocked  with  a  good 
grade  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  In  political  sen¬ 
timents  Mr.  King  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  public- 
spirited  man,  is  liberal  in  the  support  of  all  enter¬ 
prises  for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances. 

~ - 


were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  twelve  of 
whom  reached  maturity  and  eleven  are  yet  living. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in 
that  family.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  began 
working  for  his  father  during  the  winter  season  for 
fifty  cents  per  day,  and  during  the  summer  months 
would  plant,  care  for  and  harvest  a  crop  for  one- 
third.  He  later  began  clearing  the  heavy  timber 
from  the  farm,  thinking  that  perhaps  his  father 
would  pay  him  twenty-five  cents  per  cord,  but 
after  cutting  four  cords  and  asking  his  father  for 
his  pay  he  was  told  that  he  could  get  only  the  same 
price  he  had  got  before,  fifty  cents  per  day.  When 
the  land  was  cleared,  the  father  erected  a  fine  brick 
dwelling  upon  the  plot,  where  Schuyler  LaTourrette 


f  OHN  LaTOURRETTE,  a  settler  of  1847, 
and  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Muscatine 
County,  residing  on  section  23,  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  bom  on  the  16th  of  February, 
1819,  near  Germantown,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  LaTourrette.  The 
father  was  of  French  descent,  and  a  direct  descend¬ 
ant  of  one  of  that  name  wdio  was  driven  from  home 
on  account  of  religious  belief.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey. 

Our  subject  remained  in  the  Buckeye  State  until 


he  was  ten  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  removed 
with  the  family  to  Indiana  in  the  fall  of  1829.  On 
their  journey  they  passed  through  Indianapolis, 
which  was  then  but  a  very  small  village,  and  at 
length  reached  Fountain  County,  where  they  took 
up  their  abode.  In  that  county  the  father  followed 
his  trade  of  weaving,  making  all  kinds  of  woolen 
goods  and  table  linen,  and  for  the  jeans  woven  he 
received  $1.25  per  yard,  the  same  class  of  goods 
which  now  sells  at  forty  cents.  Corn  at  that  time 
brought  only  twenty-five  cents  per  bushel,  and  all 
other  farm  products  were  in  proportion.  John 
LaTourrette,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that 
early  day.  He  organized  the  first  school  of  the 
township  in  which  he  lived,  in  1831,  and  there  died 
about  1851,  and  was  buried  on  the  old  home  farm. 
Plain  and  outspoken,  yet  possessing  great  kindliness 
of  heart,  he  won  many  friends,  and  his  death  proved 
a  sad  loss  to  the  community.  His  wife  survived 
him  for  about  ten  years,  dying  in  1861.  They 


yet  resides. 

Mr.  LaTourrette  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Eliza  Bogart,  the  wedding  being  celebrated  on  the 
9th  of  June,  1840.  The  lady  was  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  though  reared  in  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  William  Bogart.  To  them  was  born  one  child, 
Wilbert,  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  May  25, 
1841,  and  who  became  the  husband  of  Miss  Mary 
Fortune,  a  native  of  New  York,  their  union  beiim 
blessed  with  three  children — John  D.,  Arthur  J.  and 
Willett  J. 

On  leaving  his  home  Mr.  LaTourrette  first 
located  near  LaFayette,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in 
weaving,  which  trade  he  had  learned  of  his  father. 
He  followed  that  for  about  four  years,  and  then  in 
1847  decided  to  go  farther  West.  He  had  visited 
Muscatine  County  in  1840,  and  being  pleased  with 
the  county  and  its  prospects,  chose  it  as  his  future 
home.  Making  the  trip  across  the  country,  he 
reached  Muscatine  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
there  pui  chased  a  cross-cut  saw,  two  iron  wedges 
and  an  ax,  and  then  went  to  what  was  called  Con¬ 
gress  land,  and  began  cutting  timber  for  building 
wagons,  but  sold  it  for  cordwood.  During  the 
following  winter  he  purchased  120  acres  of  farming 
land  on  section  25,  Lake  Township,  moving  with  his 
family  into  the  little  log  cabin  which  had  previously 
been  erected  there.  At  this  time  the  country  was 
in  a  wild  and  unsettled  state.  All  kinds  of  wild 
game  were  plentiful,  and  the  deer  would  often 
come  into  the  door  yard.  He  immediately  began 
clearing  and  improving  the  wild  land,  until  he  now 
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lias  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Lake  Township,  own- 
in"  in  connection  with  his  sons  440  acres  of  land. 

O 

The  primitive  cabin  has  long  since  given  way  to  a 
fine  two-story  brick  residence,  the  bricks  of  which 
it  was  bnilt  having  been  made  by  Mr.  LaTourrette. 
Ilis  success  in  life  has  all  been  due  to  his  own  ef¬ 
forts.  Beginning  life  in  very  limited  circumstances 
he  has  worked  his  way  up  to  a  position  of  wealth 
and  influence.  During  the  forty  years  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Muscatine  County,  his  upright  course  of 
life  and  fair  dealing  have  won  him  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all,  and  gained  for  him  many  warm 
friends. 

Politically,  Mr.  LaTourrette  is  a  Republican. 
In  1840  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Will¬ 
iam  Henry  Harrison.  During  that  campaign,  which 
is  said  to  have  been  the  most  exciting  in  all  our  his¬ 
tory,  he  drove  fifty  miles  to  attend  one  of  the  largest 
rallies  that  it  has  ever  been  his  pleasure  to  witness. 
It  was  held  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tippecanoe  River 
on  the  old  battle-ground  which  was  made  famous 
by  the  treaty  made  by  its  hero  and  the  Indian  chief 
Teeumseh.  He  cast  his  vote  that  year  in  Coving¬ 
ton,  Ind.,  and  cast  his  vote  in  Lake  Township  in 
1888  for  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison,  the  illustrious 
grandson  of  the  Tippecanoe  hero.  As  a  citizen, 
none  rank  higher  than  Mr.  LaTourrette.  His  word 
is  as  valued  as  his  bond,  and  he  is  alike  respected 
by  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor. 

- - 

DAYNOLDS  MILLER,  residing  on  section  1, 
Cedar  Township,  is  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  this  county.  He  was  born  in  Scioto 
County,  Ohio,  June  27,  1814,  and  is  a  son 
of  Abraham  Miller.  His  father  was  born  in  Shenan¬ 
doah  County,  Va.,  and  June  2,  1776,  married  his 
cousin,  Rebecca  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Hamp¬ 
shire  County,  the  same  State,  Feb.  3,  1784.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  left  Virginia  in 
1804,  and  removed  to  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Miller  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  until  1846,  when  he  emigrated  to 
Missouri,  and  again  purchased  land.  Returning  to 
Ohio  on  business  he  was  there  taken  sick,  and  his 
death  occurred  Feb.  3,  1855.  Mrs.  Miller  survived 
her  husband  several  years,  dying  in  Mississippi 

<•  — 


I  County,  Mo.,  Jan.  20,  1867.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  ten  children,  and  with  the  exception  of 
one  who  died  in  childhood  all  lived  to  be  adults. 
Elizabeth,  who  was  born  Sept.  7,  1805,  wedded 
George  Raynolds,  and  died  leaving  six  children; 
Isaac  was  married,  and  died  in  Mississippi  County, 
Mo.,  leaving  two  children,  his  wife  having  departed 
this  life  previous  to  his  death ;  William,  born 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1809,  died  at  his  home  in 
Mississippi  County,  Mo.,  leaving  a  wife  and  two 
children  to  mourn  their  loss;  Adam,  born  Nov.  9, 
1811,  was  married,  and  resided  in  Mississippi 
County  until  his  death,  Sept  2,  1883;  Ra}molds,  of 
this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Abra¬ 
ham,  born  Nov.  25,  1816,  is  now  married,  resides 
in  Mississippi  County,  Mo.,  and  has  two  chil¬ 
dren;  John,  born  March  21,  1819,  died  while  on  a 
visit  to  Scioto  County,  Ohio;  Rebecca,  widow  of 
Charles  Miller,  was  born  May  11,  1822,  and  is  now 
living  in  Sangamon  County,  III. ;  Michael  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  months;  Franklin,  born  Jan.  3, 
1830,  died  at  his  home  in  Mississippi  County,  Mo., 
leaving  a  wife  and  three  children. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  assisted 
his  father  in  the  care  and  cultivation  of  his  land  in 
Ohio  until  the  family  removed  to  Missouri,  when 
he  remained  in  sole  charge  of  the  Ohio  farm  until 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  He  then  left  his  native 
State  in  1850,  and  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Muscatine  County,  where  he  purchased  320  acres 
of  land  and  entered  160  acres.  Two  years  later,  on 
the  18th  of  March,  1852,  he  wedded  Miss  Margaret 
Kerr,  the  daughter  of  Jesseand  Catherine  (Deweese) 
Kerr.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children, 
though  all  are  now  dead  with  the  exception  of  her 
brother  Jesse  W.,  who  resides  in  Township  Seventy- 
Six.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  three 
children  were  born :  Rebecca,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Jacob  S.  Estle,  and  died,  leaving  three 
children:  Chester  M.,  born  July  24,  1880;  Daisy, 
born  June  26,  1882,  and  Thomas  L.,  born  May  17, 
1884,  who  are  living  with  Mr.  Miller.  Elizabeth  K., 
born  Aug.  30, 1854,  became  the  wife  of  John  Estle, 
of  Dallas  County,  Iowa,  and  four  children  have  been 
born  of  their  union;  Catherine  D.,  born  Aug.  29, 
1856,  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  began  their  domestic  life  in 
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a  little  log  cabin,  which  continued  to  be  their  home 

mother  departed  this  life  in  the  same  State,  Nov.  20, 

for  two  years,  when  he  bought  an  old  house  of 

1847. 

hewed  logs  and  moved  it  upon  the  farm.  In  that 

Maj.  Warfield,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  grew 

they  resided  until  1 862,  when  a  comfortable  brick 

to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  where  he  received 

residence  was  erected.  Mr.  Miller  in  former  years 

a  liberal  education.  In  1837,  accompanied  by  his 

had  engaged  quite  extensively  in  stock-raising, 

cousin,  David  R.  Warfield,  he  came  West,  reaching 

having  sold  annually  about  100  head  of  hogs  and 

Burlington,  Iowa,  in  November,  1837.  The  ice 

100  head  of  cattle,  and  still  engages  in  the  business 

was  frozen  in  the  river,  and  with  their  guns  on  their 

to  some  extent.  He  also  carries  on  general  farming, 

shoulders,  the  young  men  started  on  foot  for 

owning  800  acres  of  land  under  fence,  most  of  which 

Bloomington  (now  Muscatine)  and  when  four  miles 

is  meadow  and  pasture  land.  He  has  lived  in  this 

from  Burlington  stopped  for  the  night  at  a  log 

county  for  over  thirty-eight  years,  has  endured  all 

cabin,  where  they  received  such  delicacies  as  are 

the  trials  and  difficulties  incident  to  pioneer  life,  has 

usually  found  in  pioneer  homes,  pickled  pork,  corn 

aided  in  the  work  of  cultivation  and  development, 

dodgers,  and  tea  sweetened  with  honey,  but  the 

and  has  ever  been  prominent  in  the  promotion  of 

young  travelers  were  glad  to  get  that.  In  the 

any  enterprise  for  the  public  welfare.  He  is  a  Re- 

morning  they  bought  a  horse,  saddle  and  bridle, 

publican  in  political  sentment.  His  first  vote  was 

for  which  they  paid  8110.  One  would  mount,  and 

cast  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in  1836.  He  again 

after  riding  for  awhile  would  tie  the  horse  and  walk 

voted  for  him  in  1840,  and  in  1888  voted  for  Ben- 

on  ahead,  and  when  the  other,  who  had  been  follow- 

jam  in  Harrison. 

ing,  came  up  to  the  horse,  he  would  mount,  ride  on 

some  distance  in  advance  of  the  first  one,  then  tie 

the  horse  and  walk  on  again.  In  this  way  they  con- 

tinned  their  journey,  passing  the  night  at  the  cabin 

fJk  AJ.  A.  O.  WARFIELD,  a  pioneer  of  Mus- 

of  some  settler,  and  in  three  and  a  half  days  reached 

1  IV  catine.  of  1837,  and  a  veteran  freight 

Bloomington,  which  consisted  of  a  few  scattered 

1  Is  agent  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pa- 

cabins  among  the  stumps  and  hills,  there  not  being 

cific  Railroad,  was  born  in  Frederick  (now 

what  we  would  now  call  a  respectable  looking  house 

Carroll)  County,  Md.,  Nov.  16,  1811.  His  parents 

in  the  little  hamlet.  After  a  little  time  they  thought 

were  Judge  Alexander  and  Jemima  (Dorsey)  War- 

lumber  would  be  in  demand  and  proceeded  to  look 

field,  both  natives  of  Maryland,  the  former  born 

for  a  mill  site,  finding  a  favorable  place  on  Mad 

March  18,  1764,  the  latter  in  June,  1776.  They 

Creek,  where  they  erected  a  mill. 

were  highly  respected  people  in  the  community 

Maj.  Warfield  afterward  sold  his  interest  in  that 

where  they  resided,  and  were  prominently  identi- 

pioneer  mill  to  his  cousin,  and  embarked  in  the  mer- 

fled  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Judge 

cantile  business  at  Antwerp,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  three 

Warfield  serving  as  Class-Leader  and  Steward  for 

miles  west  of  Tipton,  prosecuting  the  business  there 

many  years.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig.  He  was 

for  a  couple  of  years,  and  then  again  came  to  Mus- 

twice  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  was 

catine.  In  1855  he  was  appointed  freight  and  ticket 

elected  Judge  of  the  Levy  Court  of  Frederick 

agent  of  Muscatine,  on  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri 

County,  Md.,  which  office  he  filled  with  credit  to 

Railroad,  being  the  first  agent  at  this  station,  and 

himself  and  constituents. 

for  thirty-four  years  he  has  been  in  the  same  em- 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warfield  were  the  parents  of  ten 

ploy.  On  the  building  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 

children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  three  of  whom 

Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  to  this  city  he  was 

are  yet  living:  Charles  A.,  now  a  resident  of  Chico, 

appointed  its  agent,  serving  in  that  capacity  until 

Butte  Co.,  Cal.;  Mary  C.,  widow  of  Mr.  Allemong, 

1881,  when  the  ticket  and  freight  were  made  dif- 

is  a  resident  of  Stephens  City,  Frederick  Co., 

ferent  departments,  and  he  continued  to  be  the 

Va.,  and  A.  O.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The 

freight  agent.  Politically,  the  Major  is  a  Demo- 

father  died  in  Maryland,  July  6,  1835,  and  the 

crat,  a  stanch  defender  of  the  past  administration,  1 
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and  believes  in  tariff  reform.  He  bas  represented 
his  party  in  County  and  State  Conventions,  and  is 
always  ready  to  do  his  part  in  the  cause. 

No  man  in  Muscatine  County  is  better  known 
or  has  more  friends  than  Maj.  Warfield,  and  it  is 
with  great  pleasure  that  we  insert  the  splendid  por¬ 
trait  of  him  in  this  work,  which  appears  upon  an¬ 
other  page. 


*T 


IIRISTI AN  OTTO,  a  leading  farmer  of 

^  Bloomington  Township,  residing  on  section 
22,  was  born  near  Ilesse-Cassel,  Germany, 
in  1836,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  seven 
children  born  to  John  and  Martha  (Kanipple)  Otto, 
who  were  natives  of  the  same  place.  The  father 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout  his 
life,  his  death  occurring  in  Germany  in  1856.  His 
excellent  wife  died  the  same  year,  and  they  were 
laid  to  rest  side  by  side  in  their  native  land. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  Germany,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 
Resolving  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  brother  George  he  set  sail  from 
Bremen  in  1853,  embarking  in  the  sailing-vessel 
“Gustave.”  After  a  pleasant  voyage  of  thirty-five 
days  he  landed  in  New  York,  and  thence  proceeded 
to  Cincinnati,  where  his  brother  Conrad  resided. 
In  his  native  land  he  had  begun  to  learn  the  cabi¬ 
net  trade,  which  he  finished  in  that  city,  afterward 
working  at  it  for  quite  awhile.  In  1854  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  settling  in  the 
city  of  Muscatine,  where  he  carried  bn  cabinet¬ 
making  for  over  twenty  years.  In  1876  he  removed 
to  the  Denton  farm,  which  he  continued  to  culti¬ 
vate  until  1880,  when  he  purchased  120  acres  of 
improved  land,  making  that  his  home  until  the 
year  1888,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  home 
on  section  22,  Bloomington  Township.  His  farm 
now  comprises  150  acres,  all  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  stocked  with  good  grades  of  Dur¬ 
ham  and  Jersey  cattle  and  Hambletonian  horses. 

In  1857,  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  Mr.  Otto  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Anna  Aubel,  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Catherine  (Tip¬ 
ple)  Aubel,  who  were  also  born  in  that  land.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided  in 


Germany  until  his  death,  which  occurred  many 
years  ago.  His  wife  survived  him  for  a  few  years, 
when  she  too  was  called  to  her  final  home.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Otto  have  been  born  five  children: 
Charley,  who  married  Elizabeth  Bloomer,  resides  on 
the  home  farm;  George  is  the  husband  of  Nellie 
Brice,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Bloomington 
Township;  Henry  is  a  salesman  in  the  hardware 
store  of  George  S.  Clapp,  of  Muscatine;  Christian 
and  Willie  are  at  home.  Mr.  Otto  generally  casts 
his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party,  but  does  not 
take  an  active  part  in  political  affairs.  Since  be¬ 
coming  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  many  important  changes,  and  has  done  all  in 
his  power  to  aid  iii  the  work  of  progress  and  im¬ 
provement.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
this  community,  having  begun  life  in  limited  cir¬ 
cumstances,  yet  by  industry,  frugality  and  good 
management  has  gained  a  comfortable  competency. 
His  upright,  honorable  course  of  life  has  won  him 
many  friends,  and  he  is  highly  respected  by  all. 


^|]  SAAC  NEGUS,  deceased,  was  an  honored  citi¬ 
zen  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  He  was  born 
in  Fayette  Count}',  Pa.,  June  30,  1822,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Marian  (Burge)  Negus.  When 
a  lad  of  eleven  years  he  removed  with  his  parents 
from  Fayette  County  to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  thirteen  years.  1 1  is 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  attendance  at 
the  common  schools  being  the  only  opportunity 
for  an  education  afforded  him,  but  his  subsequent 
reading  and  observation  in  after  life  proved  an 
able  substitute  for  his  lack  of  instruction  in  earlier 
years.  In  1845  he  emigrated  to  the  West,  locating 
in  Salem,  Henry  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed 
in  a  nursery  for  two  years,  when  he  went  to  Den¬ 
mark,  Lee  County,  continuing  the  same  line  of 
business  in  the  employ  of  Reuben  Brackett.  From 
Denmark  he  returned  to  Henry  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  nursery  business  for  him¬ 
self. 

Mr.  Negus  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1850,  with 
Miss  Mary  Cappock,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Amy 
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(Cobbs)  Cappock,  the  former  born  Jan.  1, 1797,  the 
latter  born  Dec.  12,  1800,  and  who  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eleven  children:  Thomas,  born  Oct.  1, 1819; 
James,  born  April  25,  1821;  Lindsay,  born  Oct. 
23,  1823;  Eli,  born  Feb.  17,  1826;  Mary  and  Mar¬ 
garet,  twins,  born  Dec.  15,  1827;  Benjamin,  born 
March  12,  1830;  Rebecca,  born  Dec.  29,  1831; 
Jacob,  born  Jan.  1,  1834;  Aaron,  born  June  29, 
1837;  Heifry,  born  April  15,  1839.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  April  30,  1842,  after  which 
Mr.  Cappock  was  again  married,  Miss  Mary  Rat¬ 
liff,  of  Henry  County,  Iowa,  becoming  his  wife.  By 
their  union  one  child  was  born,  Robert,  April  2, 
1844.  In  1851  Mr.  Cappock  crossed  the  plains  to 
California,  where  he  died  in  the  month  of  August. 
He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  religious  sect 
known  as  Friends,  and  was  a  consistent  member 
of  that  body. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Negus  they 
settled  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  where  he  embarked 
in  the  nursery  business,  there  residing  until  1851, 
when  he  removed  to  Muscatine  County,  still  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  same  line.  His  nursery  was  situated 
on  land  now  within  the  city  limits  of  Muscatine, 
upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  until  1857, 
when  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Bloomington  Town¬ 
ship,  where  Mrs.  Negus  still  resides.  A  family  of 
ten  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple:  John, 
born  in  Salem,  Henry  County,  July  7,  1851,  is  now 
living  in  this  county;  Eli,  born  May  17,  1853,  died 
on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1854;  Amy  C.,  born 
Dec.  14,  1854,  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Nolte,  of  Os¬ 
ceola,  Iowa;  Marian,  born  Feb.  13,  1857,  wedded 
Newton  Branson,  of  Cedar  County,  Iowa;  Henry 
A.,  born  May  27,  1859,  died  Nov.  19,  1882;  Will¬ 
iam  T.,  born  Aug.  15,  1861,  died  Aug.  31,  1862; 
Suel  F.,  born  Oct.  30,  1863,  is  residing  on  the  old 
homestead;  Rebecca,  born  Oct.  6,  1865,  is  the  wife 
of  M.  N.  Bond,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa;  Israel  O.,  born 
April  20,  1867,  is  now  living  in  Washington  Ter- 
rifcuy;  and  Anna  M.,  born  Feb.  14,  1870,  is  at  home. 

Isaac  Negus  was  truly  a  self-made  man.  De¬ 
pendent  from  early  youth  upon  his  own  resources, 
by  his  honest  industry  and  perseverance  he  made 
his  way  in  the  world,  gaining  for  himself  and 
family  a  comfortable  competence.  He  was  a  con¬ 
sistent  member  of  the  Friends’  Church,  toiling  early 


and  late  in  its  behalf,  and  giving  liberally  of  his 
time  and  means  for  the  upbuilding'  of  the  cause. 
As  a  neighbor,  he  was  kind  and  accommodating;  as 
a  citizen,  loyal  and  true;  as  a  Christian,  devoted  and 
faithful.  For  about  a  half-century  he  was  a  citizen 
of  Iowa,  which  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  was  but 
sparsely  settled,  there  being  only  a  few  cabins 
scattered  over  its  broad  prairies.  Everything  was 
in  a  wild  state,  hardly  a  furrow  had  been  turned, 
and  but  few  improvements  made.  Even  the  most 
far-sighted  could  not  have  dreamed,  much  less  real¬ 
ized,  the  brightness  which  the  future  had  in  store 
for  Iowa.  He  lived  to  see  the  little  log  cabins  re¬ 
placed  by  substantial  and  elegant  residences,  the 
unbroken  prairie  transformed  into  beautiful  farms, 
cities  and  villages  spring  up,  and  every  conven¬ 
ience  and  luxury  known  to  the  East  brought  within 
its  borders.  On  the  18th  day  of  August,  1883, 
Mr.  Negus  was  called  to  his  final  home.  His  death 
proved  a  sad  loss  to  the  whole  community,  for  he 
was  beloved  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  good  wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  estimable  ladies  known  to 
the  people  of  Muscatine  County. 

- — 

'GEORGE  W.  FULLIAM,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
oldest  practicing  physicians  of  Muscatine, 
was  born  in  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  on  the 
24th  day  of  March,  1822,  and  is  a  son  of  Bland 
and  Elizabeth  (Ballard)  Fulliam.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Tennessee,  but 
was  reared  in  Kentucky.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  two  sons  and  six  daughters,  two  of 
whom  are  living:  George  W.  of  our  sketch;  and 
Sarah,  who  wedded  a  Mr.  Thomas. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  began  the 
study  of  medicine.  In  1839  he  went  to  Sanga¬ 
mon  County,  Ill.,  and  while  there  carried  the  chain 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  on  a  surveying  trip.  He 
subsequently  attended  the  Cincinnati  Curtis  Medi¬ 
cal  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1842,  in  the  Eclectic  and  Botanic  system, 
and  afterward  attended  the  Pennsylvania  Eclectic 
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College,  being  graduated  in  the  class  of  ’48.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  1 843,  locating  at  Wapello,  Louisa  County, 
where  he  staid  but  a  short  time,  when,  through  the 
influence  of  J.  H.  Parvin  and  Judge  Hastings,  he 
came  to  Muscatine,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
closely  connected  with  the  history  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Fulliam  was  married  in  1850,  becoming  the 
husband  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Morford,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Morford,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
county,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children:  Sul¬ 
tana,  wife  of  Martin  Barlett,  of  Muscatine;  and 
Eliza,  wife  of  Rev.  F.  Bond,  a  Methodist  minister 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Fulliam 
occurred  in  1853,  and  he  subsequently  wedded 
Elizabeth  Vanattn,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children:  Edward  B.,  a  practicing  physician  of 
Muscatine;  John  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Stonewall  J.,  also  a  farmer;  Jefferson  D.,  a  phy¬ 
sician  of  Muscatine,  Iowa;  Belle,  a  graduate  of  the 
High  School  of  Muscatine;  and  Etta,  the  youngest. 
In  his  political  sentiments  the  Doctor  is  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat.  He  came  to  this  county  when  its  broad  and 
beautiful  farms  formed  a  part  of  an  unbroken  wil¬ 
derness  or  uncultivated  prairie.  He  has  not  only 
witnessed  but  has  participated  in  the  development 
which  has  placed  Muscatine  County  on  a  par  with 
any  in  the  State,  and  has  aided  largely  in  advancing 
its  interests  and  enterprises. 
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^OIIN  KECKLER,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Jackson 
Township,  Knox  Co,  Ohio,  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1813,  and  is  a  son  of  Abraham 
and  Sarah  Keckler.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Chris¬ 
topher  Keckler,  was  one  of  the  colonists  who 
gallantly  fought  for  independence,  and  his  father 
served  his  country  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of 
1812.  Prior  to  that  war,  Abraham  Keckler,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family,  emigrated  to  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  but  the  Indians  proved  so  troublesome  that 
they  were  forced  to  return  to  Pennsylvania,  but 
after  several  years  again  went  to  the  Buckeye  State. 
The  family  numbered  fourteen  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  John,  of  this  sketch;  Julia 


Ann,  wife  of  Henry  Brown,  of  Richland  County,. 
Ohio;  George,  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Michi¬ 
gan;  Anna,  widow  of  Peter  Newville,  is  living  in 
Delaware  County,  Ohio;  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of 
Philip  Hine,  of  Delaware  County,  Ohio;  David  also 
resides  in  that  county;  and  Joshua,  whose  place  of 
residence  is  unknown.  In  the  wilderness  of  Knox 
County  Mr.  Keckler  developed  a  farm,  upon  which 
he  resided  until  his  death,  Aug.  6,  1839.  His  es¬ 
timable  wife  died  in  1860.  They  were  lifelong 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  no  citizens 
of  the  community  in  which  they  resided  were  held 
in  higher  regard  or  were  more  worthy  of  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  people. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  in  the  primitive  log  school-house, 
with  its  puncheon  floors,  slab  seats,  and  huge  fire¬ 
place  occupying  one  end  of  the  room,  received  his 
education.  On  the  7th  of  May,  1840,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel  Sells,  who  was  born  in 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  July  4,  1823.  The  young 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  reside  in  the  Buckeye  State  until  1847, 
when,  following  the  course  of  human  emigration 
westward,  the}'  landed  in  Muscatine,  Iowa.  For 
several  years  Mr.  Keckler  engaged  in  the  real-es¬ 
tate  business.  In  the  spring  of  1848  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Deputy  Street  Commissioner,  and  in  1857 
was  made  Street  Commissioner  of  the  Third  Ward, 
filling  that  position  for  some  time.  Later  he  was 
elected  Supervisor  of  District  No.  6,  which  office  he 
held  for  three  terms,  and  in  1868  was  elected  Al¬ 
derman  for  the  Third  Ward,  a  position  to  which  he 
was  re-elected  two  years  afterward.  In  1866  he 
was  elected  Trustee  of  Bloomington  Township,  and 
served  four  terms.  His  course,  while  filling  offices 
of  public  trust,  was  always  such  as  to  win  him  the 
entire  confidence  of  all,  and  his  honesty  and  in¬ 
tegrity  throughout  his  entire  life  have  ever  been  un¬ 
questioned. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keckler  are  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children:  George  W.,  who  enlisted  at  the  call  of 
troops  to  serve  three  months,  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Wilson’s  Creek,  where  Gen.  Lyons  was 
killed,  and  afterward  was  accidentally  shot,  though 
not  fatally  injured,  and  later,  his  term  having  ex¬ 
pired,  re-enlisted  in  the  16th  Iowa  Infantry,  partici- 
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pating  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  together 
with  all  other  engagements  of  his  regiment,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  receiving  his 
discharge  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  after  which  he 
returned  to  this  county,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Muscatine;  Louisa  died  in  childhood;  Marcus  de 
LaFayette,  who  enlisted  in  a  cavalry  company,  was 
shot  at  Nashville,  after  which  he  returned  home,  but 
died  from  the  effects  of  his  injury;  Rachel,  -wife  of 
Franklin  Freeman,  is  a  resident  of  this  county; 
John  Wesle}r  when  last  heard  of  was  residing  in 
Kentucky. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Iveckler  supported  the  Whig 
party,  and  in  1840  voted  for  William  Harrison,  but 
at  the  dissolution  of  that  party  he  joined  the  new 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  has  since  affili¬ 
ated,  and  on  the  6th  of  November,  1888,  voted  for 
lion.  Benjamin  Harrison,  the  illustrious  grandson 
of  the  old  Tippecanoe  hero.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keckler 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  county.  He  was 
in  very  limited  circumstances  on  his  arrival  in  Mus¬ 
catine,  but  by  careful  attention  to  his  business,  com¬ 
bined  with  efforts  of  industry,  economy  and  per¬ 
severance,  he  has  secured  a  comfortable  property. 


ARNEY  MILLER,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  11,  Bloomington  Township,  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  in  1842,  and  was  the 
fifth  in  a  family  of  six  children  born  to 
Frederick  and  Sophia  (Raze)  Miller,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Germany.  Of  their  children  five  are  yet 
living:  Henry,  a  physician  residing  in  Muscatine; 
Frederick,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Moscow 
Township;  Charles,  a  widower,  residing  with  our 
subject;  Christina,  now  Mrs.  Kaufman,  of  Cedar 
County,  Iowa;  and  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Gottbried,  of 
Muscatine.  The  father  was  a  mechanic,  but  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  his  native  land.  In  1848  he 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and 
for  a  short  time  remained  in  Texas,  but  thence  re¬ 
moved  to  New  Orleans,  and  in  1850  came  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  Iowa.  He  took  up  his  residence  in 
Moscow  Township,  where  he  purchased  a  small  farm 


of  eighty  acres,  partly  improved,  and  continued 
its  cultivation  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1865,  at  the  age  of  sixty -nine  years.  Mrs.  Miller 
survived  her  husband  for  about  ten  years,  dying 
in  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty -nine. 

When  a  lad  of  six  years  our  subject  came  with 
his  parents  to  this  country.  In  early  life  he  learned 
the  mason’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time, 
and  later  engaged  in  plastering  and  bricklaying, 
which  occupation  he  followed  in  the  South  for 
several  years.  He  Avas  married  in  the  city  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  in  October,  1863,  becoming  the  husband  of 
Carolina  Rlioda,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
who  came  Avith  her  parents,  Ernest  and  Caroline 
Rlioda,  to  this  country  in  1854.  Her  father  was  a 
mechanic,  and  first  located  in  St.  Louis,  but  later 
removed  to  Muscatine.  After  remaining  some  time 
in  that  city  he  once  more  went  to  St.  Louis,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1887.  Ilis  Avife  is  still  liv¬ 
ing,  and  resides  in  St.  Louis. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  nine  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  eight  of  whom  are  living: 
Matilda  is  hoav  the  Avife  of  Mr.  Ilegermen,  and  is 
living  in  Muscatine.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  are  'Mary,  Emma,  Lena,  Ella,  Augusta, 
William  and  Barney,  all  yet  at  home.  Bertha  died 
at  the  age  of  two  months. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Miller  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Bloomington  Township,  where  he  had 
previously  purchased  a  small  farm.  lie  subsequently 
sold  it,  and  in  1873  bought  320  acres  of  partially 
improved  land,  and  immediately  began  its  cultiva¬ 
tion,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  upon  which  many  improvements  have  been 
made.  He  has  erected  a  good  residence,  built  a 
large  barn,  and  made  other  desirable  changes.  He 
gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  keep¬ 
ing  on  hand  a  good  grade  of  Jersey  and  Short-horn 
cattle,  and  horses  of  the  Norman  breed. 

Mr.  Miller  has  held  various  offices  of  public 
trust  in  Bloomington  Township,  and  lias  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  school  districts.  He  is 
practically  a  self-made  man,  having  gained  all  that 
he  now  possesses  by  industry,  frugality  and  good 
management.  In  the  Avork  of  cultivation  and  im- 
provement,  which  has  placed  Muscatine  County  on 
a  par  with  any  in  the  State,  he  has  always  borne 
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his  part,  and  to  any  enterprise  for  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  he  lias  always  given  his  earnest  support.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  regard, 
both  as  citizens  and  friends,  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity. 

UDGE  DANIEL  S.  BILES,  ex-Police  Mag¬ 
istrate  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  3,  1820, 
and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  D.  and  Rebecca 
(Mount)  Biles,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland, 
and  the  latter  of  Trenton,  N.  J.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  New  Jersey,  after  which  they  be¬ 
came  residents  of  Pennsylvania,  remaining  in  that 
State  until  1852,  when  they  emigrated  to  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Valley,  locating  in  Muscatine  County,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Biles  was  an  educated,  intelligent  gentleman, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Reading,  Pa.,  and 
for  many  years  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  appointed  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  that  county  by  Gov.  Shultz,  and  held  that 
position  several  years.  He  never  practiced  law  in 
Iowa.  After  coming  to  this  county  he  taught 
school  for  several  years.  His  family  numbered 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Alex, 
who  resides  in  Portsmouth,  Ohio;  Joseph,  of  Mus¬ 
catine;  Daniel,  of  this  sketch;  and  Sarah  E.,  who 
became  the  wife  of  T.  B.  Dobbs,  who  died  in  1877 ; 
the  widow  now  resides  in  Muscatine,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  children — Mary,  Rebecca  and 
John.  The  father  died  in  Muscatine  in  1857,  and 
being  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  order 
was  buried  by  that  fraternity.  The  mother  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  seventeen  years,  dying  in  1874. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  Elder  at  Womelsdorf 
for  many  years,  and  none  were  more  highly  esteemed 
in  the  community  where  they  resided. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and 
came  to  Muscatine  County  in  1855.  He  received 
a  liberal  academic  education  in  Berks  County,  Pa., 
and  after  coming  to  Muscatine  purchased  the  Iowa 
Democratic  Enquirer ,  which  he  published  for  six 
years,  when  he  sold  out  to  J.  Trainor  King.  In 
1861  he  was  elected  Township  Clerk,  serving  a  term 
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of  two  years,  and  was  afterward  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  served  two  years,  and  in  1883  was 
elected  Police  Judge  and  City  Recorder,  filling  that 
position  until  March,  1888. 

In  1850  Judge  Biles  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Isabella  Hill,  their  union  being  celebrated  in 
Center  County,  Pa.,  in  which  county  she  was  born. 
Six  children  graced  their  union,  four  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Mary,  wife  of  John  K.  Miller,  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County;  Lillie,  wife  of  Rev.  L.  L.  Cloyd,  of 
Missouri,  but  now  a  resident  of  West  Superior, 
Wis.;  Nellie,  who  is  at  home;  and  John  E.,  ticket 
agent  at  Nora  Junction.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Biles, 
who  was  a  sincere  Christian  lady  and  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  occurred  in  Muscatine  in 
December,  1879.  Politically,  Mr.  Biles  is  a  Jack- 
son  Democrat,  and  has  always  affiliated  with  that 
party.  Possessed  of  good  business  ability,  and 
strictly  honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  he  is  highly 
respected  throughout  .Muscatine  County,  where  he 
has  resided  so  many  years. 

DWARD  Iv.  TYLER,  M.  D.,  of  Muscatine, 
is  a  Hawkeye  by  birth,  and  was  born  at 
Fairport,  Iowa,  March  21,  1859.  He  is  the 
fourth  son  of  William  K.  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Griffin) 
Tyler,  who  were  early  settlers  of  Muscatine  County, 
and  whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work.  When 
our  subject  was  six  years  of  age  he  went  with  the 
rest  of  the  family  to  Illinois  City,  Rock  Island  Co., 
Ill.,  where  he  resided  until  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  that  place.  He  then 
went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  then  attended  the 
Soldiers’  Orphan  School,  until  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  then  returned  to  Illinois  City’-.  After 
remaining  at  home  for  one  year  he  went  South  and 
spent  a  couple  of  years  in  Arkansas  and  Texas. 
Soon  after  his  return  from  the  South  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  late  Dr.  W.  S.  Robertson,  of  Muscatine, 
and  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  remained 
with  him  three  years,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  spent  taking  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  medical 
department  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  lie  re¬ 
ceived  his  degree  from  the  above  institution  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1882,  and  soon  after  commenced  the  ' 
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practice  of  bis  profession  at  Illinois  City,  Rock 
Island  Co.,  111.,  where  lie  continued  in  active  and 
successful  practice  for  five  years. 

To  gain  additional  knowledge  and  fit  himself 
more  thoroughly  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro¬ 
fession,  Mr.  Tyler  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at 
Rush  Medical  College,  of  Chicago,  Ill.  On  the 
1st  day  of  April,  1887,  he  located  at  Mucatine, 
where  he  lias  since  continued  to  practice.  The 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  County  and  State  Medi¬ 
cal  Societies,  and  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Illinois  Lodge  No. 
776. 
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L.  McGREW,  a  representative  farmer  and 
early  settler,  residing  on  section  24,  Bloom- 
ington  Township,  was  born  in  Allegheny 
v})  County,  Pa.,  in  1817.  His  parents,  Sam¬ 
uel  B.  and  Nancy  (Logan)  McGrew,  were  also  born 
in  that  State.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  but  owned  and  conducted  a  farm  in  West¬ 
moreland  County,  and  remained  a  resident  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1854, 
his  wife  preceding  him  to  the  other  world  many 
years  previously,  dying  in  1 835.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eightchildren,  four  sons  and  four  daughters: 
James,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  A.  L., 
of  this  sketch;  Oliver  C.,  who  is  married,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Irving 
Station,  Pa.;  Samuel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Theodosia,  who  departed  this  life  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four;  Rebecca,  residing  at  Davenport,  is 
the  widow  of  John  Madden;  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Benjamin  Cope,  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  1882; 
Margaret  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Frichman,  resides  in 
Bloomington  Township. 

Our  subject  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  his  father’s  farm,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  State.  In  1839 
he  bade  good-by  to  his  friends  and  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  going  first  to  Rock  Island  County, 
Ill.,  where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss 
Margaret  Robbins,  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  and  they  were  married  on  the  19th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  of  that  year,  in  Illinois  City.  The  lady  is  a 


daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Powers)  Rob¬ 
bins,  who  were  born  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa. 
Her  father  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  also  owned  and  conducted  a  mill  in  his  native 
State.  In  1839  he  removed  to  the  West,  settling 
first  in  McDonough  County,  Ill.,  where  he  resided 
one  summer,  becoming  a  resident  of  Rock  Island 
County  the  following  fall.  He  entered  land  in  both 
Mercer  and  Rock  Island  Counties,  which  he  im¬ 
proved  and  cultivated,  but  resided  in  Illinois  City. 
In  1  840  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of 
his  wife,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.  Sev¬ 
eral  years  later  he  left  Illinois  and  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  his  death  occurred. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  McGrew  purchased  a 
farm  in  Illinois,  adding  to  it  by  subsequent  purchase 
until  he  owned  300  acres  of  fine  arable  land  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1867  he  came  to 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  197  acres 
of  well-improved  land,  and  also  became  the  owner 
of  a  farm  in  Jasper  County,  which  is  still  in  his  pos¬ 
session.  He  engaged  in  the  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  his  land  in  Muscatine  County  until 
1887,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  the  Pacific 
Coast,  making  his  home  in  California.  After  six 
months’  residence  in  that  State  he  returned  to  Iowa, 
in  1888,  and  removed  to  his  present  home  in  the 
following  September.  The  principal  part  of  his 
farm  is  rented  for  pasturing  horses  from  the  city. 
He  has  dealt  quite  extensively  in  stock,  buying, 
feeding  and  shipping,  in  which  line  of  business  he 
has  been  quite  successful.  In  political  affairs  Mr. 
McGrew  takes  quite  an  active  interest,  and  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  held 
several  local  offices  of  trust,  served  as  Township 
Supervisor  in  Mercer  County,  Ill.,  and  was  School 
Director  in  that  State  many  years,  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  and  advance  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGrew  have  been  born  six 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Simon  O.,  who 
is  married  and  resides  at  Pasadena,  Cal. ;  Margaret 
Ann,  now  Mrs.  Fawcett,  of  Cedar  County,  Iowa; 
Nancy,  now  Mrs.  Thompson,  a  resident  of  Pasa¬ 
dena,  Cal.;  A.  L.,  who  married  Caroline  Scott,  re¬ 
sides  in  Jasper  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Robert  Ellison,  died  July  4, 
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1 8G3,  leaving  a  husband  and  one  child,  Elden  Elli¬ 
son,  to  mourn  their  loss ;  Belle  resides  at  home.  Elden 
Ellison  is  also  living  with  his  grandfather.  Mr.  Mc- 
Grew  was  reared  among  the  Society  of  Friends, 
while  Mrs.  McGrew’s  people  were  Presbyterians. 
Although  not  living  in  Muscatine  County  during 
the  whole  period,  he  has  witnessed  its  growth  since 
1839,  at  which  time  the  Indians  were  yet  almost  as 
numerous  as  the  white  settlers,  the  county  being 
one  vast  prairie,  and  the  now  prosperous  and  thriv¬ 
ing  city  of  Muscatine  was  the  little  hamlet  of  Bloom¬ 


ington. 


ON.  RICHARD  MUSSER,  Vice  President 
of  the  Musser  Lumber  Company,  and  one 
of  the  pioneer  lumber  men  of  Muscatine, 
was  born  at  Adamstown,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa., 
Nov.  15,  1819.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  began  his  business  career  as  a  mer¬ 
chant’s  clerk.  Later  he  joined  his  brother  Peter  in 
the  tanning  and  leather  business  at  Pine  Grove,  in 
Schuylkill  County,  and  continued  in  that  line  of 
business  until  October,  1854,  when  he  emigrated 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa.  The  first  year  Mr. 
Musser  spent  at  Iowa  City,  and  in  1855  located  at 
Muscatine,  where  he  formed  a  limited  partnership 
with  his  brother  Peter  and  Edward  Hoch  in  the 
lumber  business,  the  firm  being  known  as  Hoch  & 
Musser.  The  partnership  was  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  Mr.  Hoch 
retired,  and  the  business  was  continued  under  the 
firm  name  of  R.  Musser  &  Co.  Various  changes  in 
the  firm  occurred  until  the  incorporation  of  the 
Musser  Lumber  Company  in  1881,  but  during  all 
this  time,  with  the  exception  of  three  years,  from 
1873  to  1876,  Mr.  Musser  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  business,  and  since  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  the  present  company  he  has  served  as  its 
Vice  President. 

In  1849,  at  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Musser  and  Miss  Sarah  Filbert, 
daughter  of  Peter  Filbert,  of  that  place,  was  cele¬ 
brated.  In  a  little  less  than  a  year  after  her  mar¬ 
riage  Mrs.  Musser  died,  and  about  five  years  later 
Mr.  Musser,  who  was  then  in  business  at  Muscatine, 
returned  to  Pine  Grove,  Pa.,  and  was  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Berger,  in  March,  1855. 
Nine  children  were  born  of  their  union,  of  whom 
only  five  are  now  living:  William,  the  eldest,  re¬ 
sides  at  Iowa  City;  the  four  daughters.  Sue,  Kate, 
Grace  and  Gertie,  reside  with  their  parents.  Two 
sons  and  two  daughters  died  in  childhood. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Musser  was  a  Whig  in  political 
sentiment,  but  on  the  dissolution  of  the  old  party 
he  joined  the  infant  Republican  party,  which  has 
since  become  historic  in  the  annals  of  the  Nation. 
He  has  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion,  and  has  served  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Muscatine  School  Board.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  one  year,  and  has  served  two  terms  as 
Mayor  of  the  city,  first  in  1874,  and  again  in  1878. 
He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  leading 
manufacturing  industry  of  Muscatine  for  over 
thirty  years,  and  by  his  energy  and  enterprise  has 
been  instrumental  in  building  up  one  of  the  most 
important  lumber  corporations  on  the  Middle  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  extensive 
sash,  door  and  blind  factory  carried  on  by  the  Mus¬ 
catine  Manufacturing  Company.  During  all  these 
years  in  which  Mr.  Musser  has  been  in  active  busi¬ 
ness,  his  course  has  been  uniformly  upright,  fair 
and  honorable.  As  a  business  man  and  citizen,  no 
one  stands  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the  worthy 
people  of  the  community  where  he  resides  than 
does  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 


EP.  DAY,  of  the  firm  of  McCampbell  V 
Day,  undertakers,  and  dealers  in  furniture, 
j  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  this  city  on  the 
24tli  of  March,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  I  rad  C.  and 
Zetta  (Mead)  Day.  His  father  was  born  in  Essex 
Centre,  Vt.,  in  1805,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and 
was  a  lawyer  by  profession.  In  1836  or  1837  he 
emigrated  with  his  family  to  Iowa,  locating  at 
Bloomington,  now  the  city  of  Muscatine,  where  he 
became  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  was  after¬ 
ward  chosen  Recorder  of  the  county  in  1841,  being 
the  second  to  fill  that  office.  In  1846  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Lower  House  of  the  Iowa 
Legislature,  and  was  re-elected  in  1848.  He  was  at 
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one  time  associated  with  Judge  S.  C'.  Hastings  in 
the  practice  of  law.  In  1846,  his  wife  dying,  he 
returned  to  Vermont,  where  he  later  married  Miss 
Frances  Morgan,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan.  There  were  four  children  born  of  the  first 
marriage:  The  eldest,  a  son,  died  in  infancy;  Theo¬ 
dore  M.  married  Miss  Julia  M.  Arnold,  and  re¬ 
sides  at  Ishpeming,  Mich.;  Ebenezer  P.  wedded 
Miss  Jennie  M.  Chattaway,  daughter  of  Job  Chat- 
taway,  an  early  settler  of  Muscatine;  and  Josephine, 
the  only  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Hill,  of 
Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Of  the  second  marriage  there 
was  but  one  child,  Charles  M.,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy,  his  deatli  occurring  July  25,  1850.  Mr.  Day 
died  the  following  day,  and  his  wife  the  next  da}', 
all  dying  of  cholera  within  the  space  of  three  days. 
The  first  Mrs.  Day,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  and  was  a  lineal  de¬ 
scendant  of  Maj.  Gen.  Mead,  of  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

In  1860  our  subject  went  to  Connecticut  and 
attended  the  academy  at  Winchester,  that  State, 
returning  to  Muscatine  in  the  spring  of  1863.  On 
the  27th  of  March  of  that  year  he  enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  E,  18th  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered 
out  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  on  the  5th  of  August, 
1865.  He  was  in  the  Red  River  expedition  under 
Gen.  Steele,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Moscow 
and  Prairie  de  Anne.  On  his  return  from  the  war 
he  was  engaged  in  the  ferry  business  at  Muscatine 
for  two  years,  or  until  he  lost  his  boat.  He  was 
appointed  Deputy  Sheriff,  filling  that  position  two 
years,  and  later  was  appointed  and  served  as  Dep¬ 
uty  Auditor  and  Deputy  Clerk  of  this  county.  His 
services  in  the  county  offices  continued  from  1867 
to  1878,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  Deputy 
Collector  of  the  United  States  Internal  Revenue  at 
Davenport,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  five  years,  resigning  April  1,  1883.  He  had 
previous!}',  on  the  5tli  of  February,  1883,  bought 
into  his  present  business  with  Mr.  McCampbell. 
The  firm  do  an  extensive  undertaking  business, 
and  carry  a  large  and  fine  stock  of  furniture. 

At  Muscatine,  Iowa,  in  1873,  Mr.  Day  wrns 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  M.  Chattaway, 
and  three  children  have  been  born  of  that  union: 


Lyle  C.,  now  aged  twelve  years;  Wallace  W.,  aged 
five  years,  and  Anna  N.,  who  died  when  only  a 
month  old.  All  were  born  in  this  city.  Mr.  Day 
is  an  adherent  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Muscatine  Lodge  No.  99,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Iowa 
Legion  of  Honor,  and  of  the  order  of  Knights  of 
Maccabees,  Muscatine  Tent  No.  9.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  political  sentiment,  and  has  been  a  consist¬ 
ent  member  of  that  party  since  becoming  a  voter. 
An  enterprising  business  man,  Mr.  Day  is  held  in 
high  esteem  for  Ins  manly,  straightforward  course 
in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow-citizens,  both  in 
public  and  private  affairs. 


j^ILLIAM  HALTING,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Muscatine  County,  now  residing 
on  section  2,  Sweetland  Township,  was 
born  in  Germany,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1814,  and 


is  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Elizabeth  Hailing.  He 


received  his  education  in  his  native  country,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  but  in  1849  he  bade  good- 
by  to  the  Fatherland  and  his  many  friends,  and 
embarked  for  America.  Going  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
he  was  there  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business  for 
about  two  years,  when  he  came  to  Iowa.  With  but 
fifty  cents  in  his  pocket  he  reached  Muscatine 
County,  but  determining  to  make  his  way  in  the 
world  he  at  once  set  to  work  to  carve  out  his  fort¬ 
une,  and  his  labors  have  been  eminently  success¬ 
ful.  Entering  a  claim  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Sweetland  Township,  where  he  has  since  continued 
to  reside,  he  began  the  development  of  a  farm  and 
the  improvement  of  his  land.  By  his  economical 
living  and  good  management,  combined  with  nat¬ 


ural  business  ability,  he  has  been  able  to  add  to 


his  original  purchase  from  time  to  time,  until 


to-day  he  is  the  owner  of  900  acres  of  as  fine  farm¬ 
ing  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  great  State  of 
Iowa,  500  acres  being  situated  in  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship,  and  the  remainder  in  Dallas  County.  The 
record  of  such  a  life  surely  deserves  to  be  perpet¬ 
uated,  and  may  well  betaken  as  an  example  by  the 
youth  of  the  present  time.  All  -who  came  to  this 
county  in  an  early  day  had  to  suffer  privations  and 
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hardships,  and  Mr.  Ilalling’s  life  was  not  an  ex* 
ception  to  the  general  rule. 

In  1849  this  worthy  pioneer  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Freidrike  Nemier,  and  nine  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union,  eight  of  whom  are 
yet  living — Lewis,  William,  Henry,  Mary,  Louisa, 
George,  Edward  and  Fred. 

As  a  representative  of  that  class  of  American 
citizens,  the  German-Americans,  who  by  honest 
industry  and  self-sacrifice  have  so  well  succeeded 
in  life,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  here  insert,  in 
connection  with  this  very  brief  sketch,  the  portraits 


of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hailing. 


z^jUSTAV  SCHMIDT,  senior  partner  of  the 
(ff  firm  of  Gustav  Schmidt  &  Bro.,  dealers  in 
books,  stationery  and  musical  instruments, 
and  also  proprietors  of  a  book-bindery,  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  was  born  in  the  State  of  Nassau, 
now  a  Province  of  Prussia,  on  the  29th  of  .July, 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Christian  and  Christiane 
(Pfaff)  Schmidt.  He  attended  school  for  six  years 
in  his  native  country,  and  in  1854,  when  in  his 
thirteenth  year,  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  After  crossing  the  Atlantic  and  landing  in 
this  country  the  family  came  direct  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  they  made  their  home.  Gustav  com¬ 
pleted  his  studies  in  the  city  schools,  and  learned 
the  book-binder’s  trade.  When  the  late  war  broke 
out  he  responded  to  the  call  of  his  adopted  coun¬ 
try,  enlisting  in  the  service  in  September,  1861 ,  as 
a  member  of  the  5th  Missouri  C  avalry,  and  seived 
until  February,  1862,  when,  having  received  a  seri¬ 
ous  injury,  he  was  discharged  for  physical  disa¬ 
bility. 

Soon  after  his  return  from  the  army,  in  1862, 
Mr.  Schmidt  opened  a  book-bindery  at  Muscatine 
on  a  small  scale,  and  was  joined  by  his  brothei 
Herman  after  the  latter  returned  from  the  South¬ 
ern  battle-fields  in  1865.  They  carried  on  the 
book-bindery  business  exclusively  until  1871,  when 
they  put  in  a  small  stock  of  books,  stationery  and 
musical  instruments,  in  connection  with  their  other 
business.  As  time  advanced  they  gradually  in¬ 
creased  their  stock  and  business  facilities,  until 


they  now  have  an  extensive  establishment  and  a 
liberal  trade.  Of  late  years  they  have  had  quite  a 
large  sale  of  musical  instruments. 

On  the  lltli  of  September,  1873,  at  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  Mr.  Schmidt  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Agnes  Achter,  a  daughter  of  W  illiam  Achter, 
the  well-known  grocer  of  this  city.  Three  children 
have  been  born  of  their  union,  of  whom  Florence, 
the  youngest,  only  is  living.  Bertha  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years,  and  Cora  aged  five. 

Mr.  Schmidt  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  now 
serving  his  fourth  year  as  Alderman  from  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Ward.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  agitate  the 
adoption  of  fire  protection  for  the  city,  and  in  1875 
he  organized  the  first  fire  company  in  Muscatine, 
now  known  as  the  Champion  Hose  Company  No. 
l,and  has  been  connected  with  the  fire  department 
ever  since,  serving  four  years  of  that  time  as  fore¬ 
man.  He  is  a  member  of  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  is  the  present  Commander  of  Shelby 
Norman  Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Musical  Union  of  Muscatine.  By  his 
energy  and  business-like  methods  Mr.  Schmidt  has 
built  up  a  successful,  prosperous  business,  and  is 
classed  among  the  enterprising  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Muscatine.  In  municipal  affairs  he  has 
taken  a  leading  part,  and  is  deservedly  popular  for 
his  broad  views  and  able  efforts  in  behalf  of  a  wide 
and  liberal  policy  of  city  government. 


ENRY  F.  BODMAN,  grocer,  of  Muscatine, 
V  is  a  native  of  New  York  City,  and  was  born 


July  20,  1845.  His  parents,  Henry  V.  and 


Rogenia  (Becker)  Bodraan,  were  natives  of 
Germany,  and  their  sketch  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  Henry  came  to  Muscatine  with 
his  parents  in  1847,  and  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools.  He  then  spent  some  years  oil  a  farm,  for 
awhile  was  employed  in  a  brewery,  and  in  1871 
bought  out  Huttig  &  Bros.’  grocery  store.  He  has 
increased  his  trade  largely,  and  now  does  an  annual 
business  of  from  $35,000  to  $45,000,  being  one  of 
the  leading  grocers  in  the  city,  lie  carries  a  gen¬ 
eral  line  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  fruits  and 
provisions,  and  occupies  the  substantial  three-story 
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brick  store  situated  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Sec¬ 
ond  and  Chestnut  streets.  He  is  a  stockholder  and 
Director  of  the  Muscatine  City  Railway  Company 
and  of  the  Royal  Canning  Company  of  Muscatine. 
During  the  late  war  he  served  as  a  member  of 
Company  D,  35th  Iowa  Infantry,  from  Feb.  27, 
1864,  until  July  18,  1865,  and  was  then  transferred 
to  Company  D,  12th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served 
until  Jan.  26,  1866. 

At  Muscatine,  Iowa,  on  the  6tli  of  November, 
1872,  the  union  of  Mr.  Bodman  and  Miss  Mary 
Agnes  Bensen  was  celebrated.  The  lad}'  is  a  native 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Bensen. 
Three  children  were  born  to  them,  one  son  and  two 
daughters:  Louis  V.,  born  July  14,  1875;  Estella 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months,  and  Helen,  born 
March  26,  1879. 

Mr.  Bodman  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Muscatine  Common  Council.  For 
two  3’ears  he  served  as  Chief  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  eight 
years,  and  his  name  is  enrolled  as  a  member  of 
Shelby  Norman  Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  R.,  and  also 
of  Muscatine  Lodge  No.  10,  A.  O.  U.  W.  Mr. 
Bodman  is  an  active  and  reliable  business  man,  en¬ 
terprising  and  public-spirited,  and  enjoys  the  full¬ 
est  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


Jjj?  DAM  OGILVIE,  deceased.  Among  the 
rul>  earliest  and  most  highly  respected  pioneers 
of  Muscatine,  was  the  worthy  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  and  whose 
memory  is  still  fresh  in  the  hearts  of  the  old  pio¬ 
neers  and  more  recent  arrivals,  who  knew  him  best, 
and  who  were  privileged  to  enjoy  his  friendship. 
He  was  born  in  January,  1804,  in  the  parish  of 
Keith,  Banffshire,  Scotland,  on  the  beautiful  farm 
known  in  Scottish  history  as  the  Manse  of  Glenger- 
rick.  This  farm  has  been  in  possession  of  the  fam- 
il}'  from  remote  generations,  and  is  still  owned  by 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Ogilvie  family.  Our 
subject  was  the  tenth  son  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Anderson)  Ogilvie,  and  his  early  life  was  passed 
at  the  Manse.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  mercantile  business  in  the  city 


of  Keith  to  John  Ingraham,  with  whom  he  served 
three  years,  and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  head 
man  in  the  establishment.  He  then  embarked  in 
the  same  line  of  business  for  himself  at  Keith, 
which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  eight  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1836  Mr.  Ogilvie  sold  out,  and 
in  the  month  of  June,  of  that  year,  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  reaching  New  York  in  July. 
After  a  brief  stay  in  that  city,  he,  in  company  with 
relatives,  set  out  for  the  then  Far  West,  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Valley,  and  about  the  1st  of  September  of  that 
year,  reached  the  trading-post  known  as  Blooming¬ 
ton,  now  Muscatine,  where  he  purchased  several 
lots,  and  decided  to  establish  his  home.  He  subse¬ 
quently  went  on  a  tour  of  observation  up  the  river 
as  far  as  Dubuque,  thence  eastward  to  Galesburg, 
Ill.,  and  from  there  across  the  country  to  Burling¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  and  from  there  back  to  Bloomington, 
making  the  trip  on  foot,  and  much  of  the  way  trav¬ 
eling  in  deep  snow  through  an  almost  unsettled 
country.  In  1837  he  opened  a  general  store  in  a 
log  cabin  on  Water  street,  the  second  mercantile 
house  in  Bloomington,  counting  the  old  trading- 
post  as  the  first.  The  log  cabin  was  soon  sup¬ 
planted  by  a  substantial  two-story  structure  on  the 
same  street,  the  lower  story  of  which  he  occupied 
as  a  store,  using  the  upper  story  as  a  residence. 
Thirteen  years  later  this  building  was  removed  to 
make  way  for  a  brick  building  of  much  greater 
pretentions,  which  is  still  standing. 

As  a  matter  of  early  history,  some  facts  in  regard 
to  the  erection  of  the  wooden  building  spoken  of 
may  be  of  interest  in  these  later  days,  when  the 
river  front  just  below  the  site  of  the  old  store  was 
a  wilderness  of  lumber  piles,  aggregating  hundreds 
of  millions  of  feet.  The  timbers  of  which  the 
building  alluded  to  above  was  built  were  all  fitted, 
squared  and  framed  on  the  lot  where  the  house 
stood;  joints,  studding,  rafters  and  weather  board¬ 
ing  were  made  from  trees  generally  growing  in 
close  proximity  to  the  lot,  while  the  flooring,  which 
was  of  oak,  was  brought  from  Drury’s  mills  in 
Illinois,  and  the  pine  lumber  for  doors,  sash  and 
finishing,  and  all  shingles,  was  brought  from  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio,  at  considerable  expense. 

In  1844,  having  purchased  a  tract  of  sixty  acres 
adjoining  the  town,  Mr.  Ogilvie  built  an  elegant 
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and  commodious  residence,  which  he  named  after 
the  ancestral  home  of  his  native  land,  “The  Manse 
of  Glengerrick,”  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  the  company  of  wife  and  children.  He 
was  married  in  New  York  City,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1837,  to  Miss  Isabella  Milne,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Isabella  Milne.  The  lady  was  born  at 
Keith,  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  America  with 
her  father  in  June,  1837,  her  mother  having  died  in 
Scotland.  Four  sons  and  a  daughter  were  born  of 
their  union:  Charles  Duff,  the  eldest,  died  in 
childhood  ;  William  Henry,  who  lived  to  middle  age, 
was  unmarried,  and  died  March  9,  18/8;  Charles 
B.,  born  at  Muscatine,  Jan.  14,  1845,  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  Princeton  College,  N.  J.,  in  the  class  of 
’67,  studied  law  at  Columbia  College,  N.  Y., 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1872.  He  was 
married  at  Muscatine,  Oct.  17,  1877,  to  Miss  Lucy 
Jackson,  daughter  of  Alexander  Jackson,  a  pioneer 
of  this  city;  Frank  A.  died  April  17,  1878;  Isa¬ 
bella,  the  only  daughter  and  the  second  child,  is 
the  wife  of  Col.  C.  C.  Horton,  of  the  2d  Iowa  Cav¬ 
alry,  now  an  officer  of  the  pension  department,  and 
a  resident  of  Muscatine. 

Mr.  Ogilvie  was  enterprising  and  public-spirited, 
and  made  many  substantial  improvements  in  Mus¬ 
catine  and  its  suburbs.  He  was  liberal  toward 
worthy  objects  of  charity  and  in  support  of  relig¬ 
ious  interests,  and  was  one  of  the  most  liberal  con¬ 
tributors  toward  the  erection  of  the  present  beautiful 
Presbyterian  Church  of  that  city,  of  which  he  lived 
and  died  a  most  devoted  member.  In  the  early 
settlement  of  Muscatine,  section  35,  township  77 


north,  range  2  west,  was  granted  to  Muscatine 


County  for  public  purposes,  and  the  County  Com¬ 
missioners  appointed  Mr.  Ogilvie  their  agent  to 
receive  payment  and  deed  to  each  one  his  particu¬ 
lar  lot.  This  delicate  duty  was  performed  with 
entire  satisfaction  to  all  concerned,  and  reflected 
credit  upon  him  for  his  prompt,  fair  and  upright 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  position.  Mr.  Ogilvie 
continued  in  the  mercantile  business  until  the  time 


of  his  death.  He  was  also  engaged  during  the 


with  the  world,  both  public  and  private,  genial  and 
affable  in  manner,  and  always  ready  to  accommo¬ 
date  a  neighbor  or  aid  a  friend  to  the  extent  of  his 
ability,  he  won  the  universal  good-will  and  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him.  His  death  occurred  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1865,  in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his 
age.  His  death  was  sincerely  mourned  by  the  com¬ 
munity  where  he  had  so  long  occupied  a  prominent 
place  as  one  of  the  most  worthy  of  the  early  pio¬ 
neers.  His  estimable  wife  survives  him,  and  still 
resides  at  the  old  homestead  at  Muscatine. 


later  years  of  his  life  in  the  real-estate  business,  but 
merchandising  was  his  forte,  and  while  he  continued 
in  that  line  exclusively  he  was  eminently  success¬ 
ful.  An  upright,  honorable  man  in  all  his  relations 


G~  FORGE  AY.  SAVOPE,  a  progressive  and  en- 
7  terprising  young  farmer,  residing  on  section 
j  34,  Cedar  Township,  was  born  in  Ohio, 
April  27,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Hester 
(Reid)  Swope.  They  were  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Nancy,  who  was  born  in  1861,  and  is 
now  the  wife  of  James  Smith,  a  resident  of  Brown- 
ville,  Neb.;  and  George  AY.,  of  this  sketch.  The 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  the  month  of  June, 
1872,  in  Cedar  Township,  and  Mrs.  Swope  departed 
this  life  in  1863. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  when  a  young  lad 
emigrated  with  his  father  to  Muscatine  County, 
and  after  the  death  of  his  father  made  his  home 
with  Mr.  Taylor,  remaining  an  inmate  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman’s  family  until  his  marriage,  which  was 
celebrated  on  the  17th  day  of  February,  1886,  at 
which  time  Miss  Carrie  Denham  became  his  wife. 
The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Denham,  and  was  born  Jan.  4,  1867.  In  her 
father’s  family  there  were  four  children,  of  whom 
she  was  the  eldest;  Mattie,  the  second  child,  born 
Nov.  29,  1868,  is  living  in  Muscatine;  AVilliam, 
born  Nov.  6,  1870;  and  John  Logan,  July  26, 1872. 
The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a 
farm  in  Concord  Township,  Louisa  County,  but 
removed  to  Muscatine  County  in  February,  1887, 
locating  on  section  34,  Cedar  Township.  To  them 
has  been  born  one  child,  Harry  AY.,  born  Oct.  25, 
1888.  In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Swope  is  a 
Democrat.  Although  a  comparatively  young  man, 
he  displays  much  ability  in  the  management  of  his 
farm,  which  he  now  has  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 


\ 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


311 


tivation.  He  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him, 
and  has  many  warm  friends  in  the  county  where  he 
has  lived  since  his  boyhood  days. 

In  the  month  of  January,  1874,  Mrs.  Denham, 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Swope,  died  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Her  father  was  afterward  married,  becoming  the 
husband  of  Miss  Lillie  Fisher.  By  their  union  six 
children  have  been  born:  Nellie,  Carrie,  Frank; 
Ada.  who  died  in  1886;  Phoebe  and  Bennie. 


SAMUEL  M.  McIvIBBEN,  deceased,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  June  4, 
1821,  and  was  a  son  of  Ezekiel  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Fontz)  McKibben.  He  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  his  native  county,  and  there  received  a 
common-school  education.  In  1850  he  followed 
the  course  of  human  migration  which  was  steadily 
flowing  westward,  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Muscatine,  where  lie  soon  after  engaged  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  business,  in  company  with  Thomas  M.  Isett  for 
a  few  years,  when  he  disposed  of  his  business,  and 
in  company  with  Fred  Geisenhaus  embarked  in  the 
pork  packing  business.  His  health  failing  him,  he 
had  to  abandon  this,  and  for  several  years  was 
scarcely  able  to  do  any  work  at  all. 

While  on  his  way  to  the  West  Mr.  McKibben 
had  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Margaret  L. 
Storer,  who  later  became  his  wife.  She  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Richard  and  Mary  M.  (Snyder)  Storer,  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  emigrated  to 
Burlington  in  1850,  locating  upon  a  farm  a  few 
miles  outside  the  city  limits.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  John,  who  is  living 
in  Burlington:  William,  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania; 
Hannah,  now  the  wife  of  Wilson  Wall,  a  resident 
of  Elizabethtown,  Pa.;  Martha,  widow  of  Jacob 
Snyder,  is  living  in  Iveosauqua,  Iowa;  Charlotte 
wedded  George  Snyder,  of  New  London,  Iowa; 
Mary  C.  is  the  widow  of  Frank  Perry,  and  resides 
in  Burlington;  Margaret  L..  the  honored  wife  of 
our  subject;  and  Nicholas,  also  a  resident  of  Bur¬ 
lington.  The  death  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Storer 
occurred  in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  where  they 
were  laid  to  rest.  For  many  years  they  were  mem- 
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hers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  held  in  high 
esteem  b}'  all  who  knew  them. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKibben  eight 
children  were  born,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Frank,  Samuel,  George,  Edward,  Jennie,  and  Nellie, 
the  wife  of  Morris  Ryerson,  of  Omaha,  Neb.  On 
the  7th  day  of  October,  1888,  Mr.  McKibben  was 
called  to  his  last  rest.  For  several  j-ears  he  had 
been  in  delicate  health,  and  gradually  the  tide  of 
life  ebbed  out  until  he  closed  his  eyes  in  the  last 
long  sleep.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  always  ready  to  respond  when  duty 
called,  and  when  summoned  from  this  earth  gladly 
responded  to  the  call  of  his  Maker.  He  had  no 
enemies — everyone  was  glad  to  speak  a  good  word 
for  him.  To  his  neighbors  he  was  always  kind 
and  considerate,  and  to  the  poor  he  gave  heartfelt 
sympathy,  and  many  substantial  gifts  found  their 
way  to  the  homes  of  the  needy.  In  his  own  home 
circle  he  was  the  light  and  life,  arkind  and  loving 
husband,  and  an  indulgent  and  affectionate  father. 
He  took  especial  pride  in  his  boys,  whose  welfare 
he  always  had  in  view,  and  of  whom  he  never  tired 
of  talking.  In  his  death  Muscatine  County  lost 
one  of  her  best  citizens,  who  was  mourned  by  many 
warm  friends  as  a  brother.  Mrs.  McKibben,  his 
true  and  faithful  wife,  is  still  living  in  Muscatine 
with  her  family.  She  also  is  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  a  most  estimable  lady. 


^  AC'OB  C.  PATRICK,  one  of  the  loyal  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  LTnion,  and  a  brave  defender 
of  liis  eountiy  during  the  late  war,  was 
born  in  Brownville,  Jefferson  Co,  N.  Y. 
Aug.  28,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Franklin  and  Su¬ 
sanna  (Pearson)  Patrick,  who  were  natives  of 
Vermont,  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  when  the  country  was  threatened  with 
destruction  responded  to  President  Lincoln’s  call 
for  75,000  men,  enlisting  in  the  35th  New  York 
Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into  the  service  at 
Elmira,  where  the  regiment  remained  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer,  when  it  was  sent  to 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  participated  in  the  skir- 
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mish  <at  Sulphur  Springs,  and  in  the  second  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the  right 
arm,  the  ball  entering  near  the  wrist  and  passing 
out  at  the  elbow,  thus  necessitating  amputation. 
He  was  sent  to  Armory  Square  Hospital,  which  was 
under  the  charge  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Bliss.  After  re¬ 
maining  in  that  institution  for  two  months  he  was 
pronounced  well  enough  to  make  the  journey  to 
his  home,  and  therefore  returned  to  Muscatine.  In 
1863  he  enlisted  in  the  1 72d  Company,  2d  Battalion, 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  was  on  duty  at  Daven¬ 
port  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

While  in  that  city  Mr.  Patrick  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Eong.  tlieii  union 
being  celebrated  in  November,  1864.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  on  the  5th  day  of 
July,  1837,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  C.  and  Cath¬ 
erine  (Ilessler)  Eong.  By  their  union  five  children 
have  been  born,  four  of  whom  are  living— William 
F.,  Sue  A.,  Charles  A.  and  George  S.  Politically, 
Mr.  Patrick  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  stalwart  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  principles  advocated  by  that  party. 
Socially,  lie  is  a  member  of  Shelby  Norman  Post 
No.  231,  G.  A.  R.,  and  religiously,  lie  is  a  Presby¬ 
terian.  For  the  loss  he  sustained  in  the  services  of 
his  country  Mr.  Patrick  receives  a  pension  of  $45 
per  month.  He  and  his  wife  are  numbered  among 
Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens,  and  hold  an  en¬ 
viable  position  in  the  social  world. 


x  ETER  M.  MUSSER,  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Musser  Lumber  Company,  of 
Muscatine,  and  a  member  of  the  banking 
house  of  Cook,  Musser  &  Co.,  was  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  April  3,  1841,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Cassiah  (Miller)  Musser,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  county.  His  mother  died 
Sept.  19,  1884;  the  father  is  still  living,  and  resides 


at  his  old  home. 

In  March,  1863,  our  subject  came  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  where  he  spent  one  year,  and  then  went  to  Iowa 
City,  and  bought  an  interest  in  the  lumber  business 
of  R.  Musser  &  Co.,  both  of  Iowa  City  and  Musca¬ 
tine.  He  assumed  the  management  of  the  yard  at 
Iowa  City  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and  conducted 


the  business  until  1873,  when  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  John  W.  Porter,  and  the  firm  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  company  with  which  he  had 
formerly  been  employed.  That  connection  con¬ 
tinued  until  1881,  when  he  sold  out  to  Mr.  Porter. 
In  1870  Mr.  Musser  had  joined  his  uncles,  Peter 
and  Richard,  and  C.  R.  Fox,  in  the  organization  of 
the  lumber  firm  of  Musser  &  Co.,  of  Muscatine, 
successors  to  R.  Musser  &  Co.,  from  which  com¬ 
pany  the  present  Musser  Lumber  Company  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  February,  1881.  He  was  elected 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  at  the  time  of  its  incor¬ 
poration,  and  has  held  that  position  continuously 
since.  (See  history  of  Musser  Lumber  Company 
elsewhere  in  this  work.) 


SIMON  G.  STEIN,  President  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  Director  of  the  Iler- 
sliey  Lumber  Company,  of  Muscatine,  was 
born  in  East  Hanover,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa., 
March  17, 1817,  and  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Anna 
Barbara  (Gerberich)  Stein.  The  family  is  of  Ger¬ 
man  origin  several  generations  remote.  The  an¬ 
cestors  of  Mr.  Stein  first  settled  in  America  in 
Colonial  times,  and  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
Lebanon  County,  Pa.  Our  subject  learned  the 
miller’s  trade,  and  in  1836,  when  nineteen  years  of 
age,  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  three  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  remained  one  year,  and  then  made  a  tour 
through  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  again  re¬ 
turned  to  Pennsylvania.  In  May,  1841,  he  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Anna  Catherine  Bern- 
tlieisel,  a  daughter  of  Matthias  Berntheisel,  Esq.,  of 
Lebanon  County,  Pa.  Soon  after  marriage  Mr. 
Stein  with  his  young  bride  came  West  to  Moline, 
Ill.,  where  he  engaged  in  milling,  doing  both  a 
flour  and  saw  mill  business  until  1849,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade.  In  1851  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  sash  and  doors,  in  company  with  S.  G.  Hill,  af¬ 
terward  Col.  Hill,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stein  & 
Hill,  continuing  till  1865,  when  Col.  Hill  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  In  1854  he  en- 
o-ao-ed  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  furniture 
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with  P.  Stein,  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  G.  &  P. 
Stein,  which  partnership  still  continues.  In  1856, 
in  company  with  George  P.  Vesey,  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  bedsteads,  the  firm  being  known  as 
Stein  &  Vesey.  This  connection  lasted  about  five 
years. 

In  May,  1865,  our  subject  helped  to  organize  the 
Merchants’  Exchange  Bank,  of  Muscatine,  and  was 
elected  its  Vice  President.  On  the  15th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  following  the  bank  was  chartered  as  the 
Merchants’  Exchange  National  Bank,  and  in  1866 
Mr.  Stein  was  elected  its  President,  and  has  been 
re-elected  at  each  succeeding  election  up  to  the 
time  of  this  writing,  in  1888.  In  September,  1885, 
when  the  charter  was  extended,  the  name  of  the 
bank  was  changed  to  that  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  Muscatine 
Savings  Bank  as  stockholder  and  Trustee. 

In  1875  Mr.  Stein  joined  Benjamin  Hershey  and 
others  in  the  incorporation  of  the  Hershey  Lumber 
Company,  and  was  elected  Vice  President,  which 
position  he  held  for  about  nine  years,  That  com¬ 
pany  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  lumber  concerns 
on  the  Middle  Mississippi.  They  have  two  large 
mills  at  Muscatine,  besides  their  planing-mills  and 
dry  kilns,  and  have  a  third  mill  at  Stillwater, 
Minn.  The  daily  capacity  of  the  three  mills  is 
500,000  feet  of  lumber,  while  100,000  shingles  and 
100,000  lath  are  turned  out  by  the  two  Muscatine 
mills  daily.  The  total  number  of  men  employed  is 
830,  and  the  annual  business  amounts  to  upward 
of  $1,000,000.  Our  subject  has  always  been  closely 
identified  with  the  leading  public  institutions  of 
the  city  as  one  of  the  original  projectors,  and  as  an 
officer.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  subscribe  to  the 
stock  of  the  Muscatine  Water  Works  Company, 
and  is  one  of  its  Directors.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Muscatine  Fair  Grounds  and  Park 
Association,  of  which  he  is  Vice  President,  and  a 
member  of  its  Board  of  Directors.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Muscatine  Gas  Works. 
Our  subject  was  President  of  the  Muscatine,  Tip- 
ton  &  Anamosa  Railroad  when  it  was  being 
graded,  and  was  President  of  the  Muscatine  West¬ 
ern  Railroad  during  its  construction.  He  has  been 
instrumental  in  organizing  and  starting  various 
'  '  local  enterprises  that  have  furnished  employment 

- - - — 


for  large  numbers  of  people;  among  these  may  be 
mentioned  the  S.  G.  &  P.  Stein  Furniture  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Muscatine  Spice  Mills  Company,  of 
which  he  is  President,  and  the  Muscatine  Oatmeal 
Company,  in  which  he  holds  the  same  office.  He 
at  one  time  was  half-owner  and  President  of  the 
Muscatine  Ferry  Company,  and  was  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Des  Moines  Marble  Company,  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  is  identified  as  a  leading 
stockholder  in  various  corporations  located  else¬ 
where  than  at  Muscatine,  namely:  The  Great 
Western  Building  Company,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
of  which  he  is  President;  is  a  Director  of  the  ex¬ 
tensive  type  foundry  at  Chicago  of  Barnhart 
Bros.  &  Spindler,  which  is  said  to  be  the  second 
largest  institution  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States; 
is  also  a  Director  and  stockholder  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Type  Foundry,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  is  in¬ 
terested  in  the  Great  Western  Type  Foundry,  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  which  last-named  institution  has 
two  branch  houses  or  stores,  one  at  St.  Louis  and 
one  at  Omaha,  and  was  President  of  the  Eclipse 
Mining  Company,  of  Monarch,  Colo.,  until  they 
sold  out  their  interest. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Angie  S.  was  born  at  Moline,  111.,  and 
is  now  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Barnhart,  of  Barnhart 
Bros.  &  Spindler,  type  manufacturers,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.;  the  other  child,  Simon  G.,  Jr.,  is  a  medi¬ 
cal  student,  now  attending  the  Northwestern  Medi¬ 
cal  College  of  Chicago. 

In  early  life  our  subject  was  a  Whig  in  political 
sentiment,  but  since  the  organization  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  he  has  zealously  supported  its 
principles  and  policy.  While  in  no  sense  desirous 
of  public  office  he  has  served  the  city  of  Muscatine 
twice  as  member  of  the  Council,  and  twice  as 
Mayor.  He  was  in  the  Council  in  1860  and  1861, 
and  was  chosen  Mayor  in  1870  and  1871.  At  both 
elections  he  received  the  nomination  from  both  Re¬ 
publican  and  Democratic  parties,  and  was  the 
unanimous  choice  of  the  people.  He  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Capitol  Committee,  on  the  erection 
of  the  present  State  House  at  Des  Moines,  and 
faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  the  position. 

The  people  of  Muscatine  need  no  printed  eulogy 
of  our  subject  and  his  achievements  to  herald  his  '  r 
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praises  to  the  present  generation.  Fully  four-fifths 
of  his  business  career  of  half  a  century  in  the 
West  has  been  conducted  at  Muscatine,  and  his 
works  speak  for  themselves,  but  when  this  genera¬ 
tion  shall  have  passed  away,  and  the  history  of  the 
people  who,  by  their  enterprise  and  public  spirit, 
improved  and  developed  the  natural  resources  of 
this  county,  is  to  be  read  by  posterity,  it  will  only 
be  proper  that  the  records  should  show  that  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  always  foremost  in  en¬ 
couraging  and  sustaining  all  public  improvements 
calculated  to  benefit  the  city  or  country  at  large. 
That  he  was  active  and  influential  in  organizing 
various  manufacturing  companies,  that  furnished 
employment  to  all  classes  of  labor,  and  which  in 
their  operation  added  wealth  and  importance  to  the 
city;  that  he  was  just  and  honorable  in  all  his  re¬ 
lations  to  society,  both  public  and  private,  and  that 
the  general  good  and  welfare  of  the  community 
were  considered  as  well  as  the  prospect  of  personal 
gain.  Mr.  Stein  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  lias  been  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  since 
1845.  lie  has  been  a  member  of  Muscatine  Lodge 
No.  5  since  its  infancy,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
members  and  officers  of  Encampment  No.  4,  of 
Muscatine,  and  also  helped  to  organize  Rock  Isl¬ 
and  Encampment  No.  1*2,  on  the  lltli  of  October, 
1848. 

..  ooo  - 
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OHN  BROOKI1ART,  an  early  settler  and  a 
representative  farmer  of  Seventy-Six  Town¬ 
ship,  residing  on  section  6,  was  born  in  Perry 
’J)jj  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  26,  1834.  He  is  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Tate)  Brookhart.  both  of 
German  descent,  the  former  being  born  in  York 
County,  Pa.,  while  the  latter  was  a  native  of  Mary¬ 
land.  Mr.  Brookhart  was  a  wagon-maker  by  trade, 
and  for  many  years  followed  that  occupation  in 
Pennsylvania.  Leaving  his  native  State,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio,  where  he  again  worked  at  his  trade 
and  also  engaged  in  farming.  He  owned  three 
farms  in  Ohio,  one  comprising  30  acres,  another  56 
acres,  and  the  third  205  acres  in  extent.  Selling  his 
56-acre  farm,  and  accompanied  by  his  family,  he 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  in 
1855,  but  in  August  following  his  arrival  he  was 


called  from  his  new  home  to  his  final  rest.  His 
wife  remained  a  resident  of  this  county  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  some  years  later. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookhart  were  the  parents  of  four¬ 
teen  children,  though  one  died  in  infancy,  and  two 
died  in  childhood.  Those  who  lived  to  mature 
years  were:  Mary  Ann,  whose  death  occurred  in 
Mercer  County,  Ohio,  in  1855;  Eliza,  who  died  in 
Champaign  County,  Ohio;  Henry,  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  Muscatine  County,  in  1888;  David,  who 
resides  in  Perry  County,  Ohio;  Susan,  whose  death 
occurred  in  Muscatine  County,  in  1875;  Daniel,  a 
resident  of  Kansas;  Sarah,  widow  of  James  Caton, 
who  is  living  in  Wood  County,  Ohio;  Liddie,  who 
died  in  Page  County,  Iowa,  in  1878;  Catherine, 
wife  of  George  Rughly,  of  Letts,  Iowa;  Matilda, 
wife  of  Arthur  Murdock,  living  in  Perry  County, 
Ohio;  and  John,  of  this  sketch. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  State,  where  his  life 
was  passed  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  has  followed  the  occupation 
of  farming  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  came 
to  this  county  with  the  family  in  1855,  and  after 
his  father’s  death  managed  the  farm  for  his  mother 
until  1859.  In  that  year  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Mary  E.  Meeker,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan 
and  Martha  (Shellabarger)  Meeker,  whose  history 
appears  in  the  sketch  of  Warren  Meeker,  on  another 
page  of  this  volume. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookhart  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children:  Charles  A.,  born  Aug.  17,  1860,  wedded 
Mary  Thomas,  Oct.  12,  1882,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  this  county;  Jonathan,  born  April 
11,  1862,  died  Nov.  11.  1873,  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years;  Laura  Olive,  born  Sept.  30,  1864,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Allen  F.  Chapman,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Wapello  County,  Iowa;  Elwood,  born  Feb.  10, 
1867,  is  a  promising  young  man,  and  cast  his  first 
vote  Nov.  6,  1888,  for  Benjamin  Harrison;  B. 
Franklin,  born  March  21,  1869;  Bessie,  Jan.  21, 
1872;  Martha  E.,  Sept.  10,  1874;  Homer  W.,  Oct 
2,  1881. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Brookhart  rented  vari¬ 
ous  farms  until  1870,  when  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  Jonathan  Meeker.  He  engaged  in  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  for  several  years,  hut  at  length  sold  it  back  to 
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mr.  Meeker,  and  removed  to  Page  County,  Iowa, 
in  the  month  of  November,  1874.  He  there  en¬ 
gaged  in  breaking  prairie  and  in  farming  for  about 
four  years,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  Muscatine 
County,  in  1878.  He  again  engaged  in  farming 
upon  rented  land  for  six  years,  but  in  1884  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  home  on  section  6,  Seventy-Six 
Township.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the 
county,  for  he  was  forced  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  his  success  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  efforts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookhart  with  three  of 
their  children,  Charles,  Frank  and  Bessie,  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  Olive  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  This 
family  ranks  high  in  the  social  world,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  record  this  brief  sketch  of  their  lives  in 
the  history  of  Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens. 


ylLLIAM  H.  HOOPES,  the  pioneer  whole¬ 
sale  dealer  and  grower  of  Muscatine  Island 
produce,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  born  at  the  town  of  Warrior’s  Mark,  Hunting¬ 
don  County,  on  the  19th  day  of  November,  1840. 
He  is  the  eldest  born  of  the  Hon.  Lindley  Hoopes, 
now  a  prominent  farmer  of  Lake  Township,  Musca¬ 
tine  Co.,  Iowa.  His  childhood  and  youth  were 
passed  in  his  native  town,  and  his  early  schooling 
was  under  the  tutorship  of  Dr.  John  H.  Vincent,  of 
Chautauqua  fame.  When  fourteen  years  of  age, 
William  emigrated  with  his  parents  from  the  old 
Pennsylvanian  home  to  Iowa.  The  family  reached 
Muscatine  in  the  spring  of  1854,  where  they  es¬ 
tablished  their  home.  The  succeeding  two  years 
were  spent  by  our  subject  in  attending  school  at 
the  old  brick  school-house  in  the  First  Ward,  where 
George  B.  Denison,  the  present  capitalist  and 
banker  of  Muscatine,  presided  as  teacher.  In  1856 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  High  Prairie,  in  Lake 
Township,  where  he  assisted  in  opening  up  a  farm, 
now  the  well-known  homestead  of  Lindley  Hoopes. 
Having  reached  his  majority  William  decided  to 
start  in  life  for  himself,  and  as  his  advantages  for 
education  while  on  the  farm  had  been  limited,  he 
wisely  determined  to  take  an  academic  course  at 
Greenwood  Academy  of  Muscatine,  then  under  the 
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management  of  J.  L.  Daymudeand  Thomas  Brown, 
the  last-named  gentleman  now  being  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Muscatine  County  bar.  Entering 
this  academy  Mr.  Hoopes  took  a  two-years  course 
of  diligent  study,  paying  his  own  tuition,  and  ac¬ 
complishing  more  in  the  way  of  mental  improve¬ 
ment  in  that  time  than  is  often  the  case  with  young 
men  who  have  opportunities  of  education  thrust 
upon  them.  It  was  a  matter  of  business  with  him, 
and  he  accomplished  that  for  which  he  set  out. 

On  completing  his  course  at  the  academy  Mr. 
Hoopes  made  a  contract  for  building  a  school- 
house  in  Lake  Township,  which  contract  he  satis¬ 
factorily  carried  out,  and  the  following  winter  he 
taught  school  in  the  building  which  he  had  erected. 
When  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  accepted  the  po¬ 
sition  of  Principal  of  the  First  Ward  school  at 
Muscatine,  and  conducted  the  school  with  marked 
success  for  two  years.  He  was  chosen  by  the 
School  Board  for  a  third  term,  which  he  declined,  as 
he  had  decided  to  go  into  business.  He  then 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mar¬ 
tin  Bartlett,  in  the  grocery  and  pork-packing  busi¬ 
ness  at  Muscatine,  and  during  the  continuation  of 
that  partnership  the  firm  built  the  large  pork-pack¬ 
ing  house  since  utilized  by  the  Musser  Lumber 
Company.  In  1872,  at  the  expiration  of  five 
years,  the  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  for  the 
next  two  years  Mr.  Hoopes  confined  his  operations 
to  the  pork-packing  business.  He  then  sold  the 
pork  house,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  Mus¬ 
catine  Island,  since  famous  as  the  great  Island 
Garden  Farm,  which  is  situated  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  a  mile  and  three-quarters  below 
the  Muscatine  post-office. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hoopes  formed  a  partnership  with 
B.  Middleton  in  the  shipping  of  Island  produce,  to 
which  firm  T.  B.  Holcomb  was  subsequently  ad¬ 
mitted.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Middleton  the  firm 
became  Hoopes  &  Holcomb,  which  connection  was 
continued  until  the  winter  of  1885-86,  when  Mr. 
Holcomb  withdrew  from  the  business.  Joseph  E. 
Hoopes,  a  younger  brother,  joined  him,  and  the  late 
firm  of  W.  H.  Hoopes  &  Bro.  was  formed,  since 
which  time  the  business  has  steadily  increased  in 
volume  and  importance.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1889,  the  firm  of  W.  II.  Hoopes  <fc  Bro.  was  dis- 
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solved  by  mutual  consent,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Hoopes 
admitted  into  partnership  with  him  his  two  sons, 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  H.  Hoopes  &  Sons. 

To  William  II.  Hoopes  is  largely  due  the  credit 
of  inaugurating  a  system  of  wholesale  gardening  on 
the  Island,  with  a  view  to  building  up  an  export 
trade.  Up  to  1876,  the  date  of  his  purchase  of  his 
Island  farm,  the  market  gardeners  of  that  region  had 
contented  themselves  with  supplying  the  local  de¬ 
mand  of  the  Muscatine  market,  and  the  supply  was 
often  found  to  exceed  the  demand.  When  Mr. 
Hoopes  made  his  investment  he  was  asked  by  one 
of  the  leading  gardeners  what  he  designed  doing 
with  the  land,  and  on  answering  that  it  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  grow  fruits  and  vegetables  for  an  early 
market  lie  was  told  that  the  business  was  already 
overdone,  as  the  Island  gardens  were  then  raising 
more  than  the  Muscatine  market  demanded.  On 
Mr.  Hoopes  replying  that  he  did  not  intend  to  put 
an  article  on  the  Muscatine  market,  but  intended  to 
export,  he  was  laughed  at  as  though  he  was  ventur¬ 
ing  on  a  rash  experiment.  Something  more  than  a 
decade  has  passed  since,  and  what  has  been  the  re¬ 
sult  of  this  initiatory  enterprise?  The  report  of 
the  Island  product  exports  as  published  in  the  Mus¬ 
catine  Journal ,  Dec.  31,  1887,  shows  that  during 
that  year  some  twenty  farmers  of  that  community 
were  engaged  in  growing  vegetables  and  fruit  for 
export.  Of  these  only  four  firms  had  given  in 
figures  on  shipments  for  that  year.  These  were: 
W.  H.  Hoopes  cfc  Bro.,  T.  B.  Holcomb,  C.  B.  Yail, 
and  J.  W.  Games  &  Son.  An  itemized  statement 
was  given,  which  appears  in  our  history  of  the 
Island  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Sweet  potatoes  and 
melons  constituted  the  two  most  important  items. 
There  were  shipped  by  these  firms  seventy-three  car¬ 
loads  of  sweet  potatoes,  and  123  cars  of  melons, 
which,  together  with  various  other  products,  made  a 
total  of  285  cars.  Add  to  this  the  estimated  ship¬ 
ments  of  the  other  fifteen  farmers,  made  by  a  com¬ 
petent  person,  which  is  put  at  141  cars,  making 
426  cars,  and  to  this  should  be  added  the  shipments 
of  Fruitland,  in  the  same  neighborhood,  195  cars, 
and  then  fully  100  cars  are  hauled  off  by  team, 
which  makes  a  grand  total  of  721  carloads  of 
garden  products  and  fruit.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
that  this  industry  has  grown  to  important  propor- 
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tions,  and  the  result  has  been  that  Muscatine 
Island,  which  only  a  few  years  ago  was  looked  upon 
as  only  good  for  pasture  land,  and  not  at  all  a  pros¬ 
perous  section  of  the  country,  is  now  the  most 
valuable,  best  improved  and  most  productive  of 
any  portion  of  Muscatine  County.  The  farm 
gardens  of  W.  H.  Hoopes  &  Sons  embrace  150 
acres  of  rich  alluvial  soil,  situated  on  the  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  about  two  miles  below  the  business 
center  of  Muscatine  City.  It  is  under  the  highest 
state  of  cultivation,  and  is  well  improved  with  com¬ 
modious  and  tasty  buildings,  groves  and  hedges. 
The  sweet  potato  is  the  staple  crop  of  the  farm, 
and  storage  houses  with  capacity  of  holding  safely 
4,000  barrels  of  that  luscious  edible,  are  conspic¬ 
uous  features  of  the  place.  In  addition  to  their 
tract,  the  proprietors  operate  adjacent  tracts  to  the 
extent  of  310  acres  on  shares.  The  firm  begins 
shipping  in  April  with  seed  sweet  potatoes,  which 
are  marketed  in  Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and 
Illinois.  These  are  succeeded  by  early  vegetables 
and  berries  in  their  order;  while  still  later  come 
the  staple  articles,  viz.:  Tomatoes,  cabbage,  water¬ 
melons,  cantaloupes  and  nutmegs;  and  lastly  comes 
the  crop  of  sweet  potatoes.  These  Island  sweet 
potatoes  are  the  favorite  throughout  the  West,  and 
the  bulk  of  all  these  products  go  to  feed  the  great 
cities  of  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  the  lesser  towns 
of  Fargo,  Duluth,  Helena,  and  other  towns  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  Winnepeg  in  Mani¬ 
toba,  Omaha  and  Denver  in  the  West.  The  com¬ 
pany  have  headquarters  established  at  St.  Paul  and 
Minneapolis,  where  the  senior  partner  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  spending  about  three  months  during 
each  year  in  charge  of  the  business,  while  the 
junior  members  of  the  firm  superintend  the  home 
business.  In  addition  to  their  original  plant  Mr. 
W.  H.  Hoopes  purchased  eighty  acres  near  Minne¬ 
apolis,  which  is  successfully  cultivated  as  an  adjunct 
to  the  main  business. 

Mr.  Hoopes  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Island  Canning  Company,  and  was  chosen  its  first 
President.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Muscatine  street  railway,  and  was  a  director  and 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  com¬ 
pany  until  he  sold  out  his  interest.  He  is  an 
ardent  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  had 
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time  or  inclination  to  court  the  favor  of  public 
office.  He  has  so  far  yielded  his  preferences  as  to 
accept  the  nomination  for  Mayor  of  the  city  on  the 
ticket  of  the  law  and  order  party,  and  led  the  for¬ 
lorn  hope.  He  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  Musserville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  Sabbath -school,  where  he  has  served  as  Trustee 
and  Superintendent. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1869,  Mr.  Hoopes  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Phena  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Philip  Thompson,  Esq.,  of  Louisa 
County.  Two  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
Frank  and  Fred,  the  younger  sixteen  and  the  older 
eighteen  years  of  age. 

While  this  sketch  is  necessarily  condensed,  suf¬ 
ficient  has  been  said  to  show  that  our  subject  has 
made  a  brilliant  success  of  his  idea  of  wholesale 
market  gardening,  and  while  doing  a  good  thing 
for  himself,  has  by  example  and  success  led  others 
into  a  line  of  business  that  has  made  the  once  de¬ 
spised  flats  of  Muscatine  Island  to  blossom  as  the 
rose,  and  spread  its  fame  far  and  wide  throughout 
the  country. 

As  a  representative  of  that  class  of  wide-awake 
business  men  of  which  Muscatine  furnishes  more 
than  one  good  example,  we  give  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Hoopes  upon  another  page  of  this  work. 
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yAv  RISTARCHUS  CONE,  residing  on  section 
24,  Cedar  Township,  is  an  honored  pioneer 
of  Muscatine  County  of  1837.  He  was 
born  in  Middlesex  County,  Conn.,  Feb.  22, 
1815,  and  is  a  son  of  Newell  and  Ann  (Sillaman) 
Cone,  who  were  also  natives  of  Connecticut,  though 
the  former  was  of  English  descent,  and  the  latter 
of  German  origin.  About  the  year  1685  Daniel 
Cone  emigrated  from  England  to  America,  he  being 
the  founder  of  the  family  in  this  country.  He 
settled  in  East  Haddam,  Conn.,  and  the  family  of 
our  subject  is  of  the  fifth  generation  of  his  de¬ 
scendants. 

Newell  and  Ann  Cone  were  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Albert,  the  eldest,  was  born  Jan.  30,  1804, 
and  died  April  10,  1875;  Addison,  born  Oct.  14, 
1807,  died  Jan.  21,  1884;  Julius,  born  April  9, 
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1817,  died  July  27,  1841;  and  William  E.,  born 
Sept.  24,  1825,  died  Feb.  20,  1886. 

Until  twenty  y ears  of  age  our  subject  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  and  assisted  his  father  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  then  worked  at  stone¬ 
cutting  for  about  six  months,  after  which  he  taught 
one  term  of  school  of  four  months  in  his  native 
State.  The  succeeding  four  years  were  spent  in 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  boarded  a  steamer  for  St.  Louis,  but  on 
reaching  that  city  he  changed  boats  and  went,  up 
the  Illinois  River  to  Peoria,  where  he  resided  for  a 
short  time.  He  then  spent  some  time  in  wandering 
over  the  country,  until  finally  he  reached  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa.  From  there  he  went  west  until  he 
reached  the  Cedar  River,  when  he  followed  its  course 
to  Muscatine  County,  which  he  reached  in  August, 
1837.  He  here  spent  the  fall,  and  then  returned 
to  Connecticut,  where  he  remained  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  returning  to  Muscatine  County  in  the  spring 
of  1838.  Each  settler  then  was  permitted  to  make 
a  claim  of  320  acres,  and  Mr.  Cone  served  as  a  claim 
recorder  until  the  land  was  put  on  the  market,  when 
Richard  Lord  was  appointed  b}-  the  settlers  to  bid 
off  their  land  for  them.  In  those  early  days  a  club 
for  protection  was  formed  by  the  settlers,  and  many 
were  the  hardships  and  trials  borne  by  them.  At 
the  land  sale  in  1841  Mr.  Cone  took  220  acres,  and 
he  still  has  in  his  possession  a  patent  which  he  se¬ 
cured  during  Tyler’s  administration,  though  he  has 
never  yet  received  a  deed  to  his  original  claim. 
During  the  summer  of  1838  he  camped  upon  the 
prairie,  but  as  winter  approached  he  felt  the  need 
of  more  secure  shelter  and  built  a  little  log  cabin, 
which  continued  to  be  his  home  for  twenty  years. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1851,  Mr.  Cone  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Oaks,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Eve  (Forest)  Oaks.  No 
children  have  been  born  of  their  union,  but  they 
have  an  adopted  son,  William  Hunter,  whom  they 
have  reared  from  his  fourth  year  to  manhood.  He 
now  has  charge  of  Mr.  Cone’s  farm.  Since  coming 
to  this  county  Mr.  Cone  has  witnessed  many  great 
changes.  On  his  own  farm  the  work  of  cultivation 
has  gone  steadily  forward,  the  wild  an  1  unsettled 
tract  of  land  which  he  purchased  in  1841  having 
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been  developed  into  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
productive  farms  in  the  county.  lie  1ms  added  to 
it  until  it  now  comprises  640  acres.  The  little  log 
cabin  of  pioneer  days  has  long  since  given  way  to 
an  elegant  and  large  brick  residence,  which  he 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,800;  two  barns  and  numer¬ 
ous  other  out-lmildings  for  the  care  of  his  stock 
and  grain  have  been  put  up,  and  everything  about 
the  place  testifies  that  its  owner  is  a  man  of  pro¬ 
gressive  ideas  and  manages  the  farm  systematically 
and  well.  Mr.  Cone,  politically,  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  held  in 
the  highest  respect  by  all.  Mrs.  Cone  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  a  most 
estimable  lady. 

HARLES  MOORE  ROBERTSON,  a  promi¬ 
nent  young  physician,  was  born  in  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  on  the  1st  day  of  February, 
1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  W.  S.  Robertson,  whose 
sketch  appears  in  this  work.  In  the  month  of 
June,  1869,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Muscatine, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  Ilis  father  was 
a  physician,  and  as  Charles  had  access  to  his  library, 
he  commenced  reading  medicine  when  quite  young, 
desiring  to  make  its  practice  his  profession  through 
life.  His  literary  education  was  received  in  the  Hiffli 
Schools  of  Muscatine,  from  which  he  was  gradua¬ 
ted  in  the  class  of  ’82,  and  subsequently  attending 
the  literary  department  of  the  State  University  at 
Iowa  City,  he  was  graduated  in  January,  1885.  lie 
then  attended  the  medical  department  of  the  same 
institution,  receiving  his  degree  in  March,  1888, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  in  practice  at  Chicago, 
Ill.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  and  also  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  is 
known  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  decided  char¬ 
acter,  and  untiring  energy,  and  has  every  promise 
of  a  prosperous  and  honorable  career.  It  will  be 
generally  found  that  similar  cases  lead  to  like  re¬ 
sults  in  whatever  branch  of  human  activity  a  man’s 
genious  and  enterprise  may  be  employed.  The 
essentials  of  success  are  courage,  patience  and  per¬ 
severance.  Success  brings  honor  in  every  honest 
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occupation,  and  when  achieved  by  a  man  as  young 
as  Dr.  Robertson,  the  fact  deserves  especial  men¬ 
tion,  and  may  well  be  cited  as  an  example  worthy 
to  be  followed  by  anyone. 


BRAHAM  H.  FISHER,  who  resides  on  sec¬ 
tion  10,  Bloomington  Township,  his  farm 
lying  within  the  Fourth  Ward  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
in  1839,  and  was  third  in  a  family  of  thirteen 
children  born  to  Christian  and  Mary  (Hoover) 
Fisher,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His 
father  was  a  distiller  by  occupation,  and  resided  in 
Pennsylvania  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His  wife 
preceded  him  to  their  final  home  many  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  began  to  care  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  His  education  was  received  in  the 
district  schools  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1864  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Doerstler,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Elizabeth  (Hertzler)  Doerstler,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  died  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1853,  and  her  mother  in  1887,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  re¬ 
mained  in  Pennsylvania  until  1869,  when  they 
moved  to  Sterling,  Ill.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  In  1870  he  came  to  Muscatine  County,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  foreman  on  Mr.  Ilershey’s  farm, 
remaining  in  charge  thereof  until  the  spring  of 
1878.  In  1882  he  bought  an  unimproved  farm, 
which  he  commenced  improving  with  the  aid  of  his 
sons.  Mr.  Fisher  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
sweet  potatoes  and  melons  for  the  market,  and  ex¬ 
pects  to  increase  his  productions  year  by  year.  In 
politics  he  is  not  very  active,  but  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member 
since  its  organization.  He  is  a  hard-working,  in¬ 
dustrious  man,  and  that  which  he  now  possesses 
was  acquired  by  his  own  exertions,  together  with 
those  of  his  excellent  wife.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Musserville,  of 
which  body  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  eight  children  have  been 
born,  six  of  whom  are  living — Henry,  John,  Ida, 
Abraham,  Franklin  and  Cora.  Sarah  died  in  July, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months;  one  died  in 
infancy.  The  living  children  all  yet  reside  with 
their  parents. 


‘T’  RA  HENDRIX,  residingon  section  33,  Seventy- 
Six  Township,  has  passed  almost  his  entire  life 
/ii  in  this  county,  his  parents  having  removed  here 
when  he  was  but  six  weeks  old.  He  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  17,  1843,  and  is  a  son 
of  II.  D.  and  Theodocia  (Willits)  Hendrix,  who 
had  a  family  of  seven  children  :  Angeline,  the  eld¬ 
est,  is  now  deceased ;  Charles  M.  resides  in  Greene 
County,  Iowa;  Martha  wedded  W.  Murry,  of 
Perry,  Iowa;  William;  Ellen,  wife  of  Jacob  Wag¬ 
ner,  of  Ashland,  Jackson  Co.,  Ore.;  Ira,  of  this 
sketch,  Malissa,  widow  of  N.  G.  Long,  resides  in 
Adel,  Dallas  Co.,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm, 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  then  only 
eighteen  j’ears  of  age,  but  nevertheless  he  responded 
to  President  Lincoln’s  first  call  for  600,000  men  to 
serve  three  years,  and  enrolled  his  name  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry,  at  Wapello,  Iowa,  on 
the  10th  day  of  September,  1861.  He  participated 
in  all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment,  among 
which  was  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where,  with  his  com¬ 
rades,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Tusca¬ 
loosa,  Ala.,  where  he  was  held  in  captivity  fifty- 
nine  days,  and  paroled  June  1,  1862.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  which 
occurred  May  14,  1863,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
which  lasted  from  May  18  to  July  4,  1863;  siege  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  from  July  10  to  July  17,  1863; 
battle  of  Brandon,  Miss.,  July  19,  1863,  which  was 
the  last  important  engagement  participated  in  by 
his  regiment  during  that  year.  Mr.  Hendrix’s  time 
expired  in  September,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1864,  he  re-enlisted  for  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  He  took  part  in  the  charge  on  Spanish  Fort, 
and  also  the  siege  of  the  same,  which  lasted  from 
March  26,  1865,  until  April  8,  1865.  He  was 
discharged  at  Selma,  Ala.,  April  20,  1866,  after 
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four  years  and  a  half  of  hard  service  on  the  South¬ 
ern  battle-fields. 

Returning  to  his  home,  Mr.  Hendrix  remained 
with  his  father  until  the  spring  of  1867,  and  on  the 
11th  of  September  following  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  J.  Wells.  He  then 
rented  land  of  his  father  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
after  which  he  purchased  a  farm  of  139  acres  in 
Seventy-Six  Township,  which  still  continues  to 
be  his  home.  He  has  added  to  it  until  he  now  has 
150  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the 
improvements  which  he  has  made,  to  the  value  of 
83,000,  have  transformed  it  into  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  county.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  buy¬ 
ing  cattle,  which  he  feeds  and  then  sells  directly  to 
the  stock  dealers,  who  ship  them  to  market. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hendrix  advocates  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Republican  party,  while  religiously,  he 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  They  are  the  parents  of  an  in¬ 
teresting  family  of  four  children,  namely:  Willard 
D.,  who  is  at  home;  James  F.,  who  is  attending 
school  at  West  Libert}r;  Mary  M.  and  Roy  L.  G., 
both  at  home.  Since  coming  to  the  county,  his 
honorable,  upright  course  of  life,  combined  with  his 
genial  and  kindly  manner,  has  won  Mr.  Hendrix  a 
host  of  friends,  and  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him. 


SAMUEL  VANATTA,  a  progressive  and  en¬ 
terprising  farmer,  residing  on  section  1, 
Seventy-Six  Township,  has  been  a  resident 
of  Muscatine  County  since  his  fourth  year. 
He  is  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  born  March 
29,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Matilda 
(Brobeck)  Vanatta,  whose  sketch  appears  on  an¬ 
other  page  of  this  work.  When  a  very  small  lad, 
in  1846,  Samuel  came  with  his  parents  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  and  as  there 
were  no  railroads  at  that  time  across  the  country 
made  the  journey  by  steamer,  going  down  the 
Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  Rivers.  Soon  after  the 
arrival  his  father  purchased  land  in  Seventy-Six 
Township,  and  on  that  farm  Samuel  remained  until 


attaining  his  majority,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  Mr.  Vanatta  married 
Araminta  McGrue,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
Nov.  1 8,  1863.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Lydia  Ann  (Willis)  McGrue.  By  their  union  four 
children  have  been  born:  Laura  May,  born  May 
17,  1865;  Jennie  Dell,  Feb.  11,  1871;  Harvard 
C.,  Sept.  11,  1875;  and  Sylvia  Ann,  Sept.  6,  1877, 
all  yet  at  home. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Vanatta 
rented  a  farm  which  he  cultivated  for  a  year,  and 
then  rented  another  farm,  following  the  occupation 
of  farming  for  several  years.  In  1865  he  crossed 
the  plains  to  Denver,  Colo.,  where  he  engaged  in 
freighting  until  the  following  August,  at,  which 
time  he  returned  home.  Although  the  trip  was 
not  a  remarkably  profitable  venture,  it  was  very 
enjoyable.  He  again  engaged  in  farming  after  his 
return,  which  occupation  he  still  continues,  and 
also  buys  and  sells  cattle.  Socially,  Mr.  Vanatta 
belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  being  a  member  of 
Eagle  Lodge  No.  10,  of  Muscatine,  and  politically', 
he  is  a  Republican,  having  always  cast  his  ballot 
for  that  party.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  months 
spent  in  Colorado,  he  has  made  his  home  in  this 
county  since  the  days  of  his  early  childhood.  He 
has  not  only  witnessed  but  has  largely  participated 
in  the  work  of  transformation  which  has  changed 
the  wild  and  unsettled  country  of  this  region  into 
beautiful  homes  and  farms,  and  placed  it  the  equal 
in  rank  with  any  county  in  the  great  State  of  Iowa. 

BRAHAM  FUNK,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
ill  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in 
<!>  Manor  Township,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct. 

5,  1803,  and  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and 
Catherine  (Fessler)  Funk.  When  an  infant  his 
father  died,  and  he  was  taken  by  some  friends  of 
the  family,  with  whom  he  remained  until  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  was  then  apprenticed  to  the  trade 
of  cooper  for  a  term  of  three  years,  but  the  gentle¬ 
man  to  whom  he  was  apprenticed  being  accidentally 
killed  he  did  not  serve  but  two  years,  though  he 
i  t  afterward  worked  at  the  trade  for  some  time.  After 
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the  death  of  his  father,  his  mother  married  John 
Fatton,  by  whom  she  had  four  children,  of  which 
number  Sarah  and  Jacob  are  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  Miss  Ann  Maria  Martin,  in 
Pennsylvania,  May  3,  1827.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children:  Daniel  M.,  born  Feb.  23,  1828, 
died  in  1886;  Catherine,  born  May  11,  1830,  mar¬ 
ried  William  Bond,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  she  re¬ 
sides  in  Muscatine,  Iowa;  Maria,  born  Jan.  1, 1833, 
wedded  Christian  Whistler,  of  Scott  County,  Iowa; 
Susanna,  born  Sept.  14,  1835,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Erb,  of  this  city. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1835,  Mrs.  Funk,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  departed 
this  life.  Mr.  Funk  was  again  married  on  the  10th 
day  of  May,  1836,  becoming  the  husband  of  Miss 
Magdelena  Springer,  and  four  children  have  been 
born  to  them:  Barbara,  born  Feb.  13,  1837,  married 
Joseph  Wilhelm,  and  died  in  1882;  Sarah,  born 
March  10,  1839,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Peter  Hessler, 
a  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  located 
at  Salem,  Ore.;  Rebecca,  born  March  30,  1841,  is 
the  wife  of  Alonzo  S.  Whiting,  who  resides  near  St. 
John’s,  Mich.;  Abraham,  born  Jan.  1,  1845,  is  em¬ 
ployed  as  an  engineer  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Cedar 
Rapids.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Rebellion, 
having  enlisted  in  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry ,  in  which 
he  served  witli  honor,  participating  in  many  hard- 
fought  battles. 

In  1850  Mr.  Funk  removed  with  his  family  to 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  He  made  the  journey  on 
flatboats  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  embarked  on  the 
ill-fated  vessel  “Belle  of  the  West,”  which  burned 
on  the  way,  causing  the  loss  of  150  lives.  Mr. 
Funk’s  goods  were  destroyed,  and  two  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  were  seriously  burned.  The  fire  swept  aw  a}' 
his  hard-earned  accumulations  of  years,  and  once 
more  he  had  to  begin  at  the  very  beginning  and 
save  anew.  Soon  after  reaching  this  county  he 
purchased  400  acres  of  land,  with  the  understanding 
that  parties  from  his  old  home  would  take  a  part 
of  it,  but  they  failed  to  do  so,  being  deterred  from 
coming  on  account  of  the  scare  from  the  fire.  At 
that  time  Mr.  Funk  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
though  having  suffered  a  severe  loss,  with  indom- 
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itable  energy  be  set  to  work  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  home  for  his  family  and  paying  for  his 
land.  By  the  time  six  years  had  passed  the  last 
cent  had  been  paid,  and  lie  had  erected  one  of  the 
largest  barns  in  the  county.  In  1882  he  retired 
from  active  life  and  removed  to  the  city  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  where  he  is  now  resting  from  his  labors,  and 
enjoying  his  hard-earned  gains. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funk  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  For  over  a  half-century  they 
have  traveled  through  life  together,  sharing  with 
each  other  its  jcys  and  sorrows,  its  trials  and  its 
happiness.  Forty-six  grandchildren  and  forty-live 
great-grandchildren  give  them  their  love  and  re- 
spect,  receiving  in  return  a  hearty  greeting  and  a 
cheery  smile.  Since  coming  to  this  county  Mr. 
Funk  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth,  and 
has  seen  its  broad,  uncultivated  prairies  transformed 
into  beautiful  homes  and  farms.  As  a  citizen,  he  is 
loyal  and  true;  as  a  neighbor,  liberal  and  accommo¬ 
dating;  as  a  husband,  kind  and  affectionate;  as  a 
Christian,  devoted  and  faithful. 


FORGE  W.  KELLEY,  residing  on  section 
iff  q— ,  31,  Sweetland  Township,  Muscatine  County, 
was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
12th  of  February,  1847.  His  parents  were  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Huvitt)  Kelley,  and  were  natives  of 
the  same  State.  Their  family  consisted  of  three 
sons  and  five  daughters,  only  six  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  G.  Cox,  and 
resides  at  Moravia,  Iowa;  Susanna  became  the  wife 
of  Hon.  Elmus  Day,  and  died  in  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship  March  23,  1870;  John  M.  is  a  resident  of 
Hardin  County,  Iowa;  Samuel  S.  was  a  soldier  in 
the  late  Civil  War  for  nine  months,  and  died  from 
disease  contracted  while  in  the  service;  Elizabeth 
M.  is  the  wife  of  J.  O.  Stewart,  and  resides  in  Fajr- 
ette  County,  Pa. ;  Martha  M.  wedded  Robert  C. 
Santee,  of  Hardin  County,  this  State;  Almira  is  the 
widow  of  O.  M.  Crooker,  and  resides  at  Wilton ; 
and  George  W.,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
and  there  received  a  very  liberal  education,  and 
when  about  sixteen  years  of  age  began  teaching 


school,  and  continued  in  that  occupation  most  of 
the  time  until  1870.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1869, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  at  Streator,  Ill.,  with 
Miss  Louisa  M.  Gibson,  a  native  of  LaG range 
County,  Ind  ,  but  at  that  time  a  resident  of  La 
Salle  County,  Ill.,  where  her  parents,  Samuel  and 
Clarissa  M.  (Ladd)  Gibson,  settled  in  1850.  Mrs. 
Kelley  is  a  descendant  of  old  New  England  families. 
Her  grandfather,  John  Hibbard  Ladd,  was  a  native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State  and  a  man  of  promi¬ 
nence,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War. 
He  was  a  contemporary  of  William  Lloyd  Garrison, 
Garrett  Smith  and  the  Lovejoys,  and  like  them  was 
a  pronounced  Abolitionist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  had  a  family  of  six  chil¬ 
dren  :  Kennedy,  the  eldest,  left  home  several  years 
ago,  and  his  place  of  residence  is  unknown  to  the 
family;  Louisa  M.,  now  Mrs.  Kelley;  William  L., 
who  is  still  at  home;  Anna  is  now  Mrs.  Marrow, 
and  lives  at  Kansas  City;  Charles  S.  is  also  at  home 
in  LaSalle  County,  Ill.,  and  the  youngest  died  in 
infancy. 

Soon  after  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley 
they  came  to  Muscatine  County,  and  during  that 
summer  (1869)  he  taught  school,  and  in  the  fall 
engaged  in  farming  where  they  now  reside,  and 
here  two  children  have  been  born  unto  them : 
Charles  E.,  born  Sept.  23,  1873,  and  Jennie  S., 
born  May  28,  1877.  After  about  ten  years  of  suc¬ 
cessful  farm  life  Mr.  Kelley  in  1880  added  dairy¬ 
ing  to  his  farming  operations,  and  four  years  later 
his  inability  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  his 
choice  butter  induced  the  idea  of  changing  to  the 
creamery  business,  which,  after  the  usual  reverses 
incident  to  most  new  enterprises,  has  developed 
into  a  successful  and  profitable  business. 

Though  started  in  a  small  way  his  business  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing,  and  his  creamery  is  now  supplied 
with  the  cream  from  the  cows  in  the  surrounding 
country,  covering  an  area  of  about  fifteen  miles,  and 
during  the  summer  of  1888  he  manufactured  an  av¬ 
erage  of  700  pounds  daily.  Much  of  this  fine  butter 
finds  a  ready  market  in  the  neighboring  towns,  but 
the  greater  bulk  of  it  is  shipped  to  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Kelley  has  always  been  an  uncompromising  foe 
to  that  enemy  of  the  dairy  interest,  bogus  butter, 
and  has  contributed  both  of  time  and  means  to  the 
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enactment  of  laws  governing  its  manufacture  and 
sale.  His  success  in  the  dairy  and  creamery  busi¬ 
ness,  as  well  as  all  things  else,  is  largely  due  to  the 
ambition,  industry,  frugality  and  mature  judgment 
of  his  good  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelley  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has 
held  the  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Trustee  since 
1877.  He  has  ever  been  prominent  in  the  work  of 
public  instruction,  and  his  influence  and  aid  have 
always  been  given  to  the  advancement  of  any  en¬ 
terprise  for  the  public  welfare.  In  political  senti¬ 
ment  Mr.  Kelley  is  rather  independent  and  liberal, 
though  he  has  usually  been  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  an  intelligent,  progressive 
gentleman,  who  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  on 
National  and  State  affairs.  In  his  pleasant  country 
home  kindred  and  stranger  are  alike  made  the 
recipients  of  a  genuine  hospitality,  which  is  the 
natural  outgrowth  of  kind  and  generous  hearts. 


£D.  J.  BRENT,  the  General  Manager  of  the 
Muscatine  Manufacturing  Company,  and  of 
_ 1  which  he  was  one  of  the  original  proprie¬ 
tors,  is  a  native  of  Lee  County,  Ill.,  and  was  born 
May  7,  1850.  His  parents,  the  Rev.  R.  W.  H.  and 
C.  E.  (Miller)  Brent,  were  Virginians,  and  settled 
in  Illinois  in  1841.  They  emigrated  from  Illinois 
to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  in  1852,  and  their  sketch  is 
given  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Our  subject 
was  reared  in  Muscatine,  and  was  educated  in  the 
city  schools  and  at  the  Northwestern  University  of 
Evanston,  111.  He  was  assistant  toTiis  father  in  the 
Muscatine  post-office  for  a  few  years,  and  in  1871 
formed  a  partnership  with  B.  II.  Eversmeyer  in  the 
insurance  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Brent  & 
Eversmeyer’s  Insurance  Agency,  which  business  he 
carried  on  successfully  until  1873,  when  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds,  with 
his  brothers.  In  1885  the  business  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  under  the  name  of  the  Muscatine  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  with  Mr.  Brent  as  Manager.  A 
sketch  of  their  business  will  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  work. 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1882,  at  Litchfield,  Ill.,  Mr. 
Brent  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  E. 


Grinsted,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Grinsted,  and  a 
native  of  Macoupin  County,  Ill.  Mr.  Brent  is 
recognized  as  an  enterprising,  energetic  business 
man,  who  has  been  instrumental  in  building  up  one 
of  the  important  industries  of  Muscatine,  and  who 
has  aided  greatly  in  advancing  her  manufacturing 
and  commercial  interests. 

AMES  VANATTA,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
settlers  of  Muscatine  County  of  1846,  and 
was  numbered  among  her  prominent  citi¬ 
zens.  He  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  in  1811,  and  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Hull)  Vanatta,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  but  of  German  descent.  His  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  he  was  reared  to  farm  life,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof  until  attaining  his  majority, 
when  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  him¬ 
self  in  Pennsylvania.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rat}1,  M. 
Brobeck,  who  was  born  Dec.  21,  1817,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Philip  and  Margaret  (Baker)  Brobeck. 
Her  parents  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Harrison,  who  is  now  living  in  Rochester, 
Pa.;  Henry,  now  deceased;  Philip  P.,  whose  home 
is  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  David,  now  living  in  Beaver 
County,  Pa. ;  Joseph,  whose  whereabouts  are  un¬ 
known;  Elihu,  whose  location  is  Savanna,  111.; 
Matilda,  wife  of  William  Vanatta,  a  resident  of 
Muscatine  County ;  Charlotte, wife  of  George  Young, 
and  Katy,  Mrs.  Vanatta. 

Selling  his  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family,  Mr.  Vanatta  emigrated  to 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  arriving  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1846.  The  Territory  had  not  then  been 
admitted  into  the  Union,  the  cabins  on  its  prairies 
were  many  miles  apart,  and  the  whole  country  was 
in  an  uncultivated  condition.  He  remained  in  the 
county  for  about  a  year  before  purchasing  land, 
and  then  bought  100  acres,  and  moving,  upon  this 
farm  commenced  its  cultivation,  for  it  was  then 
almost  entirely  unbroken,  only  ten  acres  having  been 
put  under  the  plow,  and  the  only  improvement  on 
the  place  was  a  little  log  cabin.  As  time  passed 
many  great  changes  were  wrought,  improvements 
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were  made,  and  fields  cultivated,  until  the  farm  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  best  in  the  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vanatta  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  one  at 
the  age  of  eight  years.  Those  living  are:  Philip, 
who  was  born  Feb.  21,  1837,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  in  Missouri;  Mary,  wife  of  Daniel  Dorr, 
was  born  Dec.  11,  1830,  and  now  resides  in  Kan¬ 
sas;  John,  born  Aug.  30,  1840,  is  a  resident  farmer 
of  Missouri;  William,  born  Jan.  3,  1846,  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  the  State  of  Kansas;  James, 
born  Aug.  19,  1848,  is  also  a  resident  of  Kansas; 
Isophine,  born  Nov.  6,  1851,  is  the  wife  of  John 
Holston,  a  master  mechanic  on  the  Chicago  &  Mil¬ 
waukee  Railroad ;  Joseph  B.,  bom  May  23,  1853, 
is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead ,  and 
his  sketch  is  given  elsewhere;  Anis  I.,  born  Nov. 
14,  1855,  is  the  wife  of  William  Smalley,  who  re¬ 
sides  near  Muscatine.  The  death  of  Mr.  Vanatta, 
the  father  of  these  children,  occurred  Sept.  30, 
1886.  Religiously,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  politically,  was  a  Republican. 
Reserved  and  quiet,  he  yet  thought  deeply  on  every 
subject,  and  always  made  his  decision  on  the  side 
of  right.  A  strong  supporter  of  temperance  prin¬ 
ciples,  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  cause, 
and  to  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good  he  gave 
his  earnest  support.  His  death  proved  a  sad  loss 
to  the  entire  community,  and  was  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 
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)  FORGE  SCHMIDT,  a  representative  and 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Sweetland  Township, 
residing  on  section  30,  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1828,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Gertrude  (Richter)  Schmidt. 
His  boyhood  days  were  passed  in  his  native  land, 
but  about  the  year  1852,  thinking  that  the  New 
World  would  furnish  a  better  field  for  his  labors, 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  landing  in 
New  York.  He  shortly  afterward  decided  to  take 
up  his  residence  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  acting 
upon  that  decision  went  to  that  city,  where  for 
three  years  he  worked  at  the  cooper’s  trade,  which 
he  had  learned  in  the  Fatherland.  At  the  expira¬ 


tion  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Muscatine,  where 
he  carried  on  the  same  employment  for  about 
twelve  years,  but  thinking  that  he  would  prefer 
farm  life  to  that  trade,  in  1867  he  purchased  land 
and  moved  to  his  present  home  in  Sweetland 
Township,  where  he  has  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  continuously  since.  At  the  time  of 
his  landing  in  America  Mr.  Schmidt  was  in  limited 
circumstances,  but  his  natural  business  ability,  sup¬ 
plemented  by  that  energy  and  perseverance  which 
characterize  all  his  actions,  has  enabled  him  to 
secure  a  comfortable  competence,  which  will  per¬ 
mit  him  in  his  declining  years  to  rest  from  the 
hard  labor  of  former  days.  His  farm,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  township,  com¬ 
prises  431  broad  acres,  which  is  highly  cultivated. 
A  handsome  residence  lias  been  erected,  and  every¬ 
thing  about  the  home  shows  that  it  is  managed  with 
s}\stem  and  ability. 

In  Muscatine  C’ountjq  Dec.  24,  1857,  Mr.  Schmidt 
and  Anna  Catherina  Iungmenn  were  united  in  the 
hoi}’  bonds  of  matrimony.  The  lady  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  born  Feb.  25,  1835,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Anna  C.  (Dipple)  Iungmenn.  Five  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  of  their  union,  namely:  Anna 
C.  M.,  born  Feb.  27,  1859,  became  the  wife  of 
George  Alteneder  in  1882;  John  G.,  born  July  1, 
1862;  George  W.,  born  May  29,  1864,  and  L.  W., 
born  Aug.  16,  1867,  are  all  at  home.  Anna  M., 
who  was  born  March  25,  1861,  died  on  the  20tli  of 
May  following.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  been 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Protestant  Church  of 
Muscatine  for  about  twenty-nine  years,  and  are 
held  in  high  esteem  wherever  known. 

On  another  page  will  be  seen  portraits  of  this 
worth}’  couple,  who  for  so  many  years  have  been 
residents  of  this  county,  and  who  are  fully  entitled 
to  an  honored  place  among  its  representative 
people. 
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'jwjAMES  FETHERSTON,  who  is 

farming  on  section  18,  Sweetland  Township, 
was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  in  May, 
1830.  In  his  native  land  his  earlier  years 
were  spent,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  in 
company  with  his  sister,  he  emigrated  to  America. 
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Crossing  the  broad  Atlantic,  he  landed  in  New 
York,  and  in  that  State  engaged  in  farming  for 
about  two  years,  when  he  removed  to  Canada, 
where  he  continued  in  the  same  line  of  work  for 
some  time.  Later,  going  to  Smithfield,  N.  Y.,  he 
there  made  his  home  for  about  four  years,  after 
which  he  emigrated  to  the  West,  locating  in  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  as  a  farm 
laborer  with  James  Weed,  in  whose  employ  he  re¬ 
mained  about  three  years,  when  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  180  acres  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa.  On 
that  land  he  continued  to  reside  for  seventeen 
vears,  and  then  once  more  came  to  Muscatine 
Count}7,  purchasing  160  acres  of  land  in  Bloom¬ 
ington  Township,  and  forty  acres  in  Cedar  Town¬ 
ship.  He  is  now  residing  in  Sweetland  Township, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm,  which  is  highly 
cultivated  and  improved. 

While  a  resident  of  Smithfield,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Fether- 
ston  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Mary  Waddle, 
and  they  were  afterward  united  in  marriage.  With 
his  young  bride  he  shortly  after  emigrated  to  this 
State,  and  of  their  union  four  children  have  been 
born:  Sarah  A.,  the  eldest,  born  Sept.  13,  1853, 
and  David  A.,  April  10,  1855,  are  both  deceased; 
Bessie,  born  July  11,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Julius 
It.  Farnsworth,  and  resides  in  Sweetland  Township, 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  James  E.,  born 
June  16,  1885.  James,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  14,  1859,  is 
also  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fetherston  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

GlEORGE  GRETE,  a  leading  citizen  of  Sweet- 
,  land  Township,  residing  on  section  22,  is  a 
j  German  by  birth,  and  was  born  at  Eddig- 
liausen,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  on  the  27th  of 
March,  1836.  His  parents  were  Frederick  and 
Wilhelmina  (Springer)  Grete,  and  he  has  two  sisters 
yet  living:  Wilhelmina,  who  is  a  resident  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  Regina,  who  is  living  in  Montpelier, 
Iowa. 

The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  our  subject 
passed  in  his  native  land,  but  on  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority  he  determined  to  cast  his  lot  in  the  New 
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World,  and  emigrated  to  America.  The  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  was  made  in  the  “Helena,”  and 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1857,  he  arrived  at  Mus¬ 
catine.  After  reaching  that  city  he  secured  work, 
receiving  for  his  labor  fifty  cents  per  day,  and 
from  this  small  amount  boarded  and  clothed  him¬ 
self  until  1858,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  Renting  land  in  Sw7eetland  Township,  he 
engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  one  season,  and  the 
following  winter  worked  for  Dr.  Mary,  wrho  re¬ 
sided  at  the  same  place.  He  was  next  employed  by 
William  Wright,  with  whom  he  remained  one  sum¬ 
mer,  and  in  the  winter  rented  a  farm  north  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  where  he  also  made  his  home  for  one  sea¬ 
son.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  made  his  first 
purchase  of  land,  consisting  of  twenty  acres,  the 
foundation  of  his  present  farm.  Success  attending 
his  efforts  as  an  agriculturist,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  add  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  250  acres,  which  is  highly  improved  and 
cultivated.  He  gives  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  of  stock,  and  is  regarded  by  all  as  a  pro¬ 
gressive,  enterprising  farmer. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1859,  Mr.  Grete  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  a  native  of  the  same 
place  as  Mr.  Grete,  and  who  came  from  Germany 
on  the  same  ship  with  him,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Christian  Wetsel.  She  was  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth  of  a  family  of  six  children,  but,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  her  sister  Louisa,  they  are  still  residents 
of  their  native  land.  On  the  20th  of  March,  1861, 
their  union  was  graced  b}7  the  birth  of  twins,  but 
when  two  years  had  passsed  the  daughter  Cath¬ 
erine  was  laid  to  rest.  August,  the  other  child, 
wedded  Louisa  Nolte,  Nov.  4,  1880,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children :  Matilda,  born  Nov. 
13,  1881,  and  George,  Jan.  29,  1885.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grete  have  been  communicants  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  since  their  childhood  days,  and  now 
hold  membership  with  the  society  of  that  denomi¬ 
nation  in  Muscatine.  After  becoming  a  citizen, 
until  1884,  he  supported  the  Republican  party,  but 
in  that  year  voted  for  Grover  Cleveland,  and  again 
in  1888.  In  1865,  some  time  before  he  was  natur¬ 
alized,  he  was  appointed  School  Director,  serving- 
three  years,  and  has  several  times  since  been  elected 
to  the  same  position.  He  is  at  present  a  Director 
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of  the  Highland  School,  Sweetland  Township,  and 
was  instrumental  in  its  establishment.  He  labored 
earnestly  and  effectively  in  its  behalf,  and  to  him 
much  credit  is  due  for  its  high  standard  of  excel¬ 
lence. 

August  Crete  is  living  with  his  parents,  and  is  in 
partnership  with  his  father  in  all  farming  opera¬ 
tions.  His  wife  was  born  in  Milton,  Muscatine 
County,  of  German  parents,  who  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  that  part  of  the  county.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Anna  Nolte,  and 
was  born  May  2,  1858.  Both  August  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

ON.  GILBERT  H.  WOOD,  deceased.  We 
take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  the  readers  of 
this  Album  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  one  of 
Muscatine  County’s  most  honorable  and  up¬ 
right  citizens,  who  was  a  leader  among  men,  and  at 
one  time  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature.  He  was  born  in  Grafton,  Worcester  Co., 
Mass.,  Oct.  3,  1816,  and  his  ancestry  can  be  traced 
back  to  the  Puritan  fathers.  He  was  educated 
in  his  native  town,  but  being  of  a  studious  nature, 
on  leaving  the  school-room  he  did  not  consider 
that  he  knew  all  that  was  needed,  but  supplemented 
his  knowledge  gained  from  text-books  by  extensive 
reading  and  observation.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  he  left  his  native  State,  and  went  to  Madison, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  six  years  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business.  Then  he  returned  to  Worces¬ 
ter  and  commenced  his  railroad  life.  His  first  eon- 
tract  was  on  the  Providence  &  Worcester  Road. 
After  that  he  went  to  Vermont  and  took  a  contract 
on  the  Vermont  Central;  also  work  in  Maine. 

In  November,  1850,  our  subject  was  married  in  the 
city  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Marsh, 
of  which  State  the  lady  was  a  native.  In  Decem¬ 
ber  following  the  young  couple  went  to  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Wood,  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Cushing,  Wood  &  Co.,  contracted  for  the 
building  of  100  miles  of  the  Marietta  &  Cincin¬ 
nati  Railroad.  The  work  being  satisfactorily  com¬ 
pleted  in  1855,  and  desiring  to  turn  his  attention 
to  farming,  Mr.  Wood  emigrated  to  Muscatine 


County,  where  he  purchased  360  acres  of  land  on 
sections  26  and  27,  Lake  Township.  The  only  im¬ 
provement  upon  the  land,  which  in  itself  was  a 
wild,  uncultivated  tract,  was  a  small  log  cabin,  but 
as  time  passed  he  transformed  it  into  one  of  the 
richest  and  most  beautiful  farms  in  the  county. 
The  magnificent  evergreen  and  other  trees,  which 
throw  their  welcome  shade  over  the  home,  shelter¬ 
ing  it  from  the  fierce  rays  of  the  summer  sun,  were 
planted  by  the  owner,  and  under  his  direction  the 
little  cabin  was  replaced  by  a  handsome  cottage. 

In  1867  Mr.  Wood  took  the  contract  to  grade 
ten  miles  on  the  Muscatine,  Tipton  &  Anamosa 
Railroad,  from  Tipton  to  the  Northwestern  Rail¬ 
road,  which  contract  or  grading  he  finished. 

In  1874  Mr.  Wood  was  nominated  by  the  anti-Mo- 
nopoty  party  for  the  State  Senate,  and  was  elected  and 
served  the  county  with  enviable  distinction.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  second  session  of  his  term  the  election  of 
United  States  Senator  came  up,  and  he  resumed 
his  old  party  relations  by  entering  the  Republican 
caucus,  and  voting  for  the  nomination  of  his  old 
friend,  Gov.  Kirkwood.  He  was  also  an  extensive 
stock-dealer,  and  to  him  Muscatine  County  owes 
much  for  her  present  high  grade  of  horses  and  cat¬ 
tle.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  Short-horn 
cattle,  which  he  imported  from  Ohio,  and  he  gave 
especial  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Bashaw  horses. 
To  all  educational,  social  or  moral  interests,  he  gave 
his  earnest  and  hearty  support,  and  was  prominent 
in  the  promotion  of  any  enterprise  for  the  public 
welfare.  His  death  occurred  July  15,  1885,  leav¬ 
ing  a  wife  and  one  child  to  mourn  their  loss. 


R.  JAMES  S.  HORTON,  who  for  thirty-one 
years  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  Muscatine, 
and  whose  death  occurred  March  23,  1879, 
was  born  in  Blooming  Grove,  Orange  Co., 
N.  Y.,  in  December,  1805,  and  was  reared  under 
the  influences  of  refinement  and  cultivation.  He  was 
the  son  of  John  B.  Horton,  and  received  good  edu¬ 
cational  advantages.  After  finishing  a  course  in  the 
grammer  school,  he  entered  Union  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  He  then  took  a  regular 
course  in  the  study  of  medicine,  being  graduated 
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from  one  of  the  first  medical  schools  of  the  country, 
after  which  he  established  himself  in  practice  at 
Goshen,  where  he  succeeded  in  building  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice. 

At  Florida,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1847,  Dr. 
Horton  wedded  Miss  Mary  G.  Cummins,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Cummins.  Mrs.  Horton  was 
born  in  the  Empire  State  but  was  reared  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Their  union  was  graced  with  a  family  of 
four  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  Col. 
Charles  C.,  of  Muscatine,  who  was  Colonel  of  the 
2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  wedded  Miss  Isabella  Ogilvie; 
James,  who  served  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
K,  of  the  8th  Iowa  Cavalry,  enlisted  Sept.  3,  1861, 
in  the  11th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  was  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Lovejoy  Station,  Ga.,  in  1864; 
Sarah  L.,  the  only  daughter,  resides  with  her 
mother  at  the  old  homestead  near  Muscatine;  Ed¬ 
win  W.  also  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  has 
the  management  of  the  farm. 

In  1848  Dr.  Horton  emigrated  to  Iowa  and  set¬ 
tled  at  Muscatine,  intending  to  retire  from  practice, 
and  three  years  later  established  his  residence  at 
his  farm  adjacent  to  the  city,  where  he  made  his 
home  until  called  from  this  earth.  While  con¬ 
sidering  himself  retired  from  the  active  practice 
of  his  profession  he  was  yet  called  upon  to  ren¬ 
der  professional  services,  more  or  less,  among 
his  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  was  a  man  of 
rare  physical  vigor,  and  even  in  his  old  age  was 
capable  of  a  great  endurance  up  to  a  short  time 
before  his  fatal  illness.  He  possessed  marked 
peculiarities  and  individuality,  and  was  firm  in  his 
convictions  on  all  important  subjects  on  which  he 
had  thought  deeply  and  studied  thoroughly.  He 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  acted  as  Elder  for  many  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a  warm  Republican,  zealous  in  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Union  during  the 
great  struggle  of  the  late  Civil  War.  Public- 
spirited,  he  took  a  warm  interest  in  all  that  related 
to  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  city 
and  county.  Religious  and  educational  matters 
enlisted  his  zealous  interest  and  support,  as  did 
every  cause  that  was  calculated  to  make  his  fellow- 
men  better  and  happier.  It  can  be  truthfully  said  of 
him  that  he  was  true  to  every  trust,  faithful  in  the  dis¬ 


charge  of  duty,  conscientiously  upright  and  honor¬ 
able,  and  that  he  deserved  and  enjoyed  the  highest 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Mrs. 
Horton,  who  is  a  lady  possessing  many  excellencies 
of  character,  and  well  worthy  of  such  a  companion, 
survives  her  husband,  and  resides  on  the  farm  with 
her  younger  children. 


Wi>  E.  ASHTON,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Ashton  Flour  and  Feed  Company  of 
Muscatine,  was  born  in  the  city  of  London, 
Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  March  12,  1848,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Madifer)  Ashton. 
His  parents  were  of  English  birth,  who  had  settled 
in  Canada  early  in  life,  where  they  resided  until 
1858,  when,  with  their  children,  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  and  settled  in  Davenport,  Scott 
Co.,  Iowa,  where  they  now  reside. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  accompanied  his  par¬ 
ents  from  Canada  to  Iowa,  spent  eleven  years  on  a 
farm  in  Johnson  County,  and  in  1869  removed  to 
Muscatine  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  1876,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  II. 
P.  Jones  and  C.  Walton  in  the  milling  business  at 
Muscatine,  under  the  firm  name  of  Ashton,  Jones  & 
Walton.  They  rented  the  pioneer  flour  and  feed 
mill  of  the  city  of  Muscatine,  which  is  said  to  have 
been  built  by  W.  T.  Kirk,  in  the  early  settlement 
of  the  town.  They  carried  on  business  successfully 
as  a  private  firm  until  1883,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  after  which  Mr. 
Ashton  took  his  brother  Harry  M.  into  partnership, 
and  conducted  business  under  the  name  of  W. 
E.  Ashton  <fc  Bro.  until  January,  1887,  when  they 
joined  with  others  in  incorporating  the  present 
Ashton  Flour  and  Feed  Company,  of  which  Will¬ 
iam  Huttig  is  President,  and  W.  E.  Ashton,  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Treasurer.  This  company  has  a  complete 
establishment,  and  does  an  annual  business  amount¬ 
ing  to  $30,000. 

Mr.  Ashton  was  married  at  Muscatine,  on  the 
31st  of  January,  1880,  to  Miss  Mary  Springer, 
daughter  of  George  Springer.  She  was  born  in 
Muscatine  County,  where  her  parents  were  among 
the  early  settlers.  Two  children  have  been  born 
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to  them,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  Glenn  W.  and 
Florence  I.  Mrs.  Ashton  is  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  and  is  actively  identified  with  the  relig¬ 
ions  interests  of  the  city.  Politically,  Mr.  Ashton 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Muscatine  Cit}r  Council.  He  is  a  member  of  Mus¬ 
catine  Lodge  No.  10,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  Musca¬ 
tine  Camp  No.  106,  M.  W.  of  A.  One  of  the 
active  business  men  of  Muscatine,  Mr.  Ashton  is 
ever  ready  to  do  his  part  in  advancing  the  interests 
of  his  adopted  city. 

* - - * 

FORGE  W.  VAN  HORNE  was  born  in  the 
II  town  of  Chicopee,  then  a  part  of  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  Oct.  12,  1833.  He  was  rigor¬ 
ously  kept  at  school  during  his  youth,  and  after  a 
High  School  and  academic  course  he  entered  the 
law  office  of  Hon.  Charles  R.  Ladd,  now  and  for 
many  years  Auditor  of  State,  and  continued  his 
studies  with  Hon.  E.  B.  Gillette,  of  Westfield,  Mass. 
In  May,  1855,  he  came  to  Muscatine,  and  entered 
the  office  of  Cloud  &  O’Connor  to  complete  his 
course  under  the  code  of  Iowa,  where  he  intended 
practicing  his  profession.  After  admission  to  the 
bar  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  D.  C.  Cloud, 
then  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  with  whom  he 
remained  in  practice  until  1861.  Mr.  Van  Horne 
took  an  active  interest  and  prominent  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  the 
Fremont  and  Lincoln  campaigns  he  was  constantly 
on  the  stump  for  the  Republican  ticket.  During 
the  first  week  of  President  Lincoln’s  administration 
he  was  appointed  United  States  Consul  at  Marseilles, 
France,  and  left  with  his  family  immediately  for 
his  post.  In  1866  he  was  removed  from  office  by 
President  Johnson,  and  returned  to  Iowa,  and  soon 
after  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Republican 
State  Centra]  Committee  of  Arkansas  to  take  edi¬ 
torial  charge  of  the  new  State  organ  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  at  Little  Rock.  He  found  so  little  congeniality 
in  his  work  in  the  then  unsettled  and  distracted 
condition  of  political  affairs  that  he  soon  resigned 
his  position,  but  was  persuaded  by  his  Arkansas 
friends  to  accept  a  Registrai'ship  under  the  re-con¬ 
struction  laws  of  Congress  for  Scott  County,  in  that 


State.  It  was  while  executing  the  duties  of  regis¬ 
trar  that  he  saw  and  felt  the  great  injustice  that 
was  to  be  perpetrated  upon  the  South  by  sub¬ 
jecting  the  whites  to  negro  domination,  and  he  has 
since  never  failed  to  justify  the  revolution  which 
restored  -white  supremacy  in  that  section.  He  left 
Arkansas  after  the  first  election  held  under  the  acts 
of  Congress,  and  spending  three  years  at  his  old 
home  in  Massachusetts,  he  returned  to  Muscatine  in 
the  winter  of  1870,  and  began  the  publication  of 
the  Muscatine  Tribune.  He  subsequently  purchased 
the  Muscatine  Courier,  but  retained  the  favorite 
name  of  “ Tribune ”  for  the  joint  publication.  The 
Betts  Brothers  were  admitted  to  a  partnership 
which  existed  several  years,  until  dissolved  by  Mr. 
Van  Horne’s  withdrawal.  For  a  long  period  Mr. 
Van  Horne  did  a  miscellaneous  editorial  work  on 
both  the  Muscatine  Tribune  and  Journal,  severing 
his  relations  with  the  latter  paper  in  1887,  when  in 
December  of  that  year  the  Muscatine  News  Com¬ 
pany  was  incorporated,  and  he  was  elected  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  company  and  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Muscatine  Daily  and  Weekly  News,  positions  which 
he  still  occupies. 

September  15,  1858,  Mr.  Van  Horne  contracted 
a  marriage  with  Mary,  only  daughter  of  the  late 
Dr.  James  G,  Morrow,  one  of  the  founders  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  step-daughter,  at  the  time  of  marriage, 
of  his  old  law  partner,  Mr.  Cloud.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  four  children :  Hattie  D., 
Bennie  R.  (who  died  in  France),  Lulu  C.,  who  was 
born  in  France,  and  Ellsworth  Stiles,  the  first  and 
last  being  natives  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Van  Horne  is  fond 
of  relating,  as  interesting  incidents  of  his  marriage, 
that  his  wife  was  the  first  woman  he  saw  on  landing- 
in  Muscatine  in  1855,  and  that  she  was  the  first 
native-born  bride  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Van  Horne’s  preferences  are  for  an  independ¬ 
ent  position  in  politics,  and  in  his  treatment  of  men 
and  measures  he  aims  to  preserve  a  judicial  impar¬ 
tiality;  but  in  the  shaping  of  the  recent  issues  of 
Protection  or  Tariff  Reform,  and  Prohibition  or 
High  License  he  finds  his  sympathies  strongly  en¬ 
listed  with  the  Democratic  party,  while  in  respect 
to  the  “Southern  Question,”  so-called,  he  believes 
the  South  must  be  left  to  work  out  the  grave  race 
problem  itself.  Our  subject  delights  in  the  miscel- 
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laneous  work  of  the  writer  and  editor,  and  his  story 
of  “Tom  Rockley,”  printed  by  the  American  Pub¬ 
lishing  Company,  Hartford;  “The  Old  Settlers’ 
Chair,”  the  title  of  serial  descriptive  articles  upon 
pioneer  days  in  Muscatine;  “Storied  Scenes  of 
Europe;”  “Men  and  Women  I  Have  Seen;”  “Far¬ 
mer  Whiting  Letters,”  and  “Anonymous  Portraits 
of  Muscatine  Women”  evince  a  taste  congenial  to 
the  lighter  walks  of  literature.  The  editor  finds  his 
repose  in  a  delightful  domestic  circle,  where,  sur¬ 
rounded  with  books  and  pictures  gathered  from 
many  lands,  he  enjoys  an  otiurn  cum  dignitate  which 
he  would  exchange  with  none. 

^ 

dl  WILLIAM  STEPHENSON  ROBERTSON, 
\/jJr  ^ate  I*1-0!08801'  of  theory  and  practice 

yyyl  of  medicine  and  chemical  medicine  in  the 
Iowa  State  University,  was  born  at  Georgetown, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  June  5,  1831,  and  was  a  son  of 
James  M.  and  Maria  (Armstrong)  Robertson,  the 
former  of  Scotch  parentage,  and  the  latter  of  English 
origin.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
common  schools,  while  he  pursued  the  more  ad¬ 
vanced  branches  in  the  preparatory  department 
and  freshman  class  of  Knox  College,  Galesburg, 
III.  Being  an  ardent  student,  he  applied  himself 
with  such  diligence  to  his  studies  as  seriously  to 
affect  his  health,  so  that  in  the  third  term  of  his 
freshman  year  he  was  obliged  to  discontinue  attend¬ 
ing  school,  and  spent  a  year  at  home  in  recupera¬ 
tion.  Returning  to  the  college,  six  months’  inces¬ 
sant  mental  application  again  caused  his  health  to 
fail,  and  he  was  compelled  to  return  to  his  home  a 
second  time,  after  which  he  did  not  again  attempt 
a  college  course.  In  1852  he  entered  the  office  of 
his  father  as  a  medical  student,  and  during  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1854  attended  his  first  course  of  lectures 
in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  The 
ensuing  summer  he  spent  in  his  father’s  office,  as¬ 
sisting  him  in  his  practice,  and  in  September,  1855, 
returned  to  Jefferson  College,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  on  the  8th  of  March,  1856.  In 
the  same  year  he  located  at  Columbus  City,  Iowa, 
his  old  home,  where  he  entered  upon  his  career  as  a 
physician.  His  studies  had  led  him  to  cultivate  a 


fondness  for  surgery,  and  while  attending  faithfully 
to  his  general  practice  he  was  especially  careful  to 
treat  all  the  surgical  cases  that  came  legitimately 
within  its  scope.  His  senior  professional  friends, 
seeing  his  inclination  in  this  direction,  sent  him 
many  interesting  and  important  cases.  After  spend¬ 
ing  twelve  years  at  Columbus  City,  enjoying  a  large 
general  and  surgical  practice,  Dr.  Robertson  went 
to  New  York  City,  where  he  spent  the  wiuter  of 
1868-69  in  the  hospitals  under  the  special  direction 
of  Prof.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  spring  sold  his  property  at  Columbus  Junction, 
and  removed  to  Muscatine.  At  the  opening  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University, 
he  was  offered  the  chair  of  theory  and  practice  of 
medicine  and  chemical  medicine,  which  he  accepted, 
and  was  commissioned  accordingly  on  the  22d  of 
December,  1869. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  in  1861, 
Dr.  Robertson  raised  the  first  company  of  volun¬ 
teers  that  was  recruited  in  Iowa,  and  tendered  them 
to  the  Governor,  but  for  some  reason  which  has 
never  been  made  public  they  were  not  accepted.  On 
the  13th  of  June,  1861,  he  was  mustered  into  the  army 
as  Major  of  the  5th  Iowa  Infantry,  being  present  at 
and  participating  in  every  march  and  siege,  skir¬ 
mish  and  battle  of  that  gallant  regiment,  until  the 
23d  of  July,  1862.  On  the  22dof  May,  previously, 
the  brave  Commander  of  the  regiment,  Col.  W.  II. 
AVorthington,  was  killed,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
officers  of  the  regiment  called  to  nominate  his  suc¬ 
cessor,  an  informal  ballot  gave  Maj.  Robertson 
every  vote  for  the  vacanc}",  and  he  was  accordingly 
nominated  by  acclamation.  Duly  appreciating  this 
expression  of  confidence  from  his  fellow  officers,  he 
resolved  to  accept  the  position  to  which  he  had 
been  so  flatteringly  nominated,  and  desiring  to  ar¬ 
range  his  affairs  at  home,  applied  for  a  thirty-days 
leave  of  absence,  which  he  was  refused,  however, 
in  consequence  of  orders  issued  from  department 
headquarters,  detaining  all  officers  able  for  duty  in 
the  field.  Having  some  important  business  impera¬ 
tively  demanding  his  presence  at  home,  by  the 
advice  of  Gen.  Halleck,  and  with  the  distinct  un¬ 
derstanding  that  he  would  rejoin  his  command  on 
receipt  of  his  commission  as  Colonel,  his  resignation 
as  Major  was  tendered,  and  accepted  July  23,  1862. 
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Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  officers  of  the 
regiment  were  asked  by  the  Governor  why  they  did 
not  recommend  promotion  in  their  regiment  ac¬ 
cording  to  seniority  of  rank,  they  reiterated  their 
demand  for  his  appointment  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
giving  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  the  same. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Dr.  Robertson  was 
always  recognized  as  one  of  the  strongest  Re¬ 
publicans,  never  swerving  an  inch  from  his  alle¬ 
giance  to  that  party.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
stockholders,  and  a  member  of  the  first  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Muscatine  Water  Works  Company. 
In  1873,  while  acting  as  City  and  County  Physician, 
his  attention  was  called  to  the  sad  condition  of  the 
feeble-minded  children  in  the  county  poor  house,  and 
for  the  first  time  he  realized  the  fact  that  the  State 
had  made  no  provisions  for  the  care,  education  or 
maintenance  of  this  unfortunate  class.  On  visiting 
other  parts  of  the  State,  he  found  the  same  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs  existing,  and  when  contrasting  this 
state  of  things  with  the  munificent  arrangements 
which  had  been  made  for  the  education  of  other 
classes  of  unfortunates,  less  helpless  and  forlorn  than 
these,  it  occurred  to  him  that  it  was  time  the  sub¬ 
ject  was  forced  upon  the  attention  of  the  people 
and  their  legislators,  and  that  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  State  to  make  some  provision  for  them. 
Deeply  impressed  with  this  idea,  he  brought  up 
the  subject  before  the  State  Medical  Society  in  his 
annual  address  as  its  President,  in  January,  1874, 
and  asked  the  co-operation  of  that  body  to  that 
end.  The  society  “resolved,”  but  took  no  further 
action  at  the  time.  The  subject  was  again  brought 
forward  at  the  next  meeting,  and  Dr.  Robertson  ap¬ 
pointed  a  special  committee  of  one  to  present  the 
subject  to  the  Legislature.  He  accordingly  drafted 
a  bill  as  a  guide  in  the  formation  of  a  law,  and  pre¬ 
pared  a  “Plea  for  the  Feeble-minded  Children  of 
the  State  of  Iowa,”  which  he  had  printed  at  his  own 
expense,  and  a  copy  placed  upon  the  desk  of  each 
member  of  the  Legislature.  The  subject  was  sub¬ 
sequently  presented  to  the  respective  Houses  by 
Hon.  C.  C.  Horton,  of  Muscatine,  and  Hon.  J.  Y. 
Stone,  of  Glen  wood.  To  the  action  of  Dr.  Robert¬ 
son,  seconded  by  the  gentlemen  named,  is  due  the 
fact  that  Iowa  now  has  a  magnificent  institution  in 
successful  operation,  located  at  Glenwood,  Mills 


County,  for  the  education  and  maintenance  of  this 
lowest  class  of  unfortunates,  and  Dr.  Robertson  very 
properly  was  the  President  of  its  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Muscatine 
County  Medical  Society,  late  President  of  the  Iowa 
State  Medical  Society,  late  President  of  the  East¬ 
ern  IowTa  District  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Judicial  Council,  and  was  also  for 
many  years  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  The  Trustees  of  Knox  College,  situated 
at  Galesburg,  Ill.,  conferred  on  him  the  honorary 
A.  M. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1856,  Dr.  Robertson  wras 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie  E.  Charlton,  a 
lady  of  high  culture  and  refinement,  born  in  Cat¬ 
taraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  but  of  English  parentage. 
To  them  were  born  five  children,  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  but  onty  two  are  now  living.  The  death 
of  Dr.  Robertson  occurred  in  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
Jan.  20,  1887.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  As  a  physician,  he  was  prompt  to 
respond  to  the  calls  of  duty,  was  skillful  in  surgery, 
and  was  numbered  among  Muscatine  County’s  best 
citizens. 


\r-j7,  RANKLIN  FRY 
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Cedar  Township,  is  a 


now  living  on  section  24, 
and 


leading 


repre- 


~  sentative  farmer  of  Muscatine  County.  He 
was  born  on  the  21st  of  August,  1847,  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Fitz¬ 
gerald)  Fry,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  work.  Franklin  received  his  education 
in  his  native  county,  and  assisted  his  father  upon 
the  farm  on  which  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  until 
he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when  he  left  the 
parental  roof,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Theodosia  Baxter,  their  union  being  celebrated  Jan. 
22,  1874.  The  lady  was  born  in  Muscatine  County, 
June  15,  1850,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  Ann  (Fellows)  Baxter,  who  came  to  this 
couuty  about  the  year  1833.  Her  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland,  and 
her  maternal  grandparents  w'ere  probably  natives 
of  New  England.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children.  George,  the  eldest,  is  now  living  in  Ke- 
wanee,  Ill.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Robert  McCoy,  of 
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Decatur  County,  Iowa;  Ellen  is  deceased;  Theodo¬ 
sia  wedded  Franklin  Fry  of  this  sketch;  Charles  W. 
is  a  resident  of  Union  County,  Iowa;  Franklin  is 
living  in  Decatur  County,  Iowa,  and  Edwin  is 
deceased. 

Previous  to  his  marriage  Mr.  Fry  had  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  24,  Cedar  Township, 
and  on  this  farm  the  young  couple  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life.  Another  tract  of  eighty  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  13  has  since  been  purchased,  which  he  lias 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  his 
farm,  now  comprising  160  acres,  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  township.  lie  makes  a  specialty  of  raising 
hogs,  and  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  horses,  having  now  about  twenty-five  on  his 
farm.  lie  is  ranked  among  the  prominent  farmers 
and  citizens  of  Muscatine  County,  and  in  his  polit¬ 
ical  sentiments  is  a  Republican.  For  over  twenty 
years  lie  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  they  are 
active  workers.  To  them  has  been  born  one  child, 
a  little  daughter,  Gertrude  May,  born  March  7, 
1885. 

- (-O-! - 

IRAM  GILBERT,  deceased.  Among  the 
j)  early  pioneers  who  have  aided  largely  in 
the  growth  and  development  of  Muscatine 
County  none  deserve  more  praise  for  un¬ 
ceasing  labor  and  untiring  zeal  in  her  behalf  than 
he  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  Mr.  Gilbert  was 
born  in  Breckinridge  County,  Ky.,  May  27,  1817, 
and  was  a  son  of  Mordecai  and  Melinda  (Orgen) 
Gilbert,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  but  emi¬ 
grated  to  Kentucky  in  1816,  being  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  community  in  which  they  re¬ 
sided.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1839  came  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  a  farm,  engag¬ 
ing  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1864,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  preceded  her 
husband  to  the  better  land,  dying  in  1852. 

In  the  district  schools  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana 
our  subject  received  his  education,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life  in  the  former  State.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 


then  Far  West,  and  located  in  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  in  1837,  entering  Government  land,  which 
he  purchased  at  the  land  sale  held  in  Burlington  in 
1839.  As  time  passed  he  was  enabled  to  add  to 
his  original  tract,  and  at  one  time  owned  300 
acres,  highly  cultivated.  In  Louisa  County,  Iowa, 
on  the  13th  of  February,  1842,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Eliza  Benefiel,  a  native  of  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary 
(Montgomery)  Benefiel,  the  former  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  the  latter  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Their 
union  was  celebrated  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and 
in  1839  they  went  to  Louisa  County,  taking  up 
their  residence  in  Grandview  Township.  The  father 
was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  but  also  engaged  in 
farming,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1859,  when 
sixty -eight  years  of  age.  His  wife  departed  this 
life  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  By  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  nine  children  have 
been  born,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Austin 
B.,  who  married  Lucy  A.  Daly,  is  Probate  Judge 
of  Hodgeman  County,  Kan.;  Esther  C.,  wife  of  E. 
G.  Cotes,  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  Kansas;  Win¬ 
field  Scott,  husband  of  Amanda  C.  Banford,  is  also 
a  resident  of  that  State;  Mary  Melinda,  now  Mrs. 
Kniffen,  resides  in  Kansas,  and  is  a  widow;  Millard 
Wiley  wedded  Ella  Roberts,  and  resides  in  Rock 
Island  County,  Ill.;  Martha  II.,  wife  of  William 
Longstreth,  resides  on  the  home  farm;  William  II., 
who  wedded  Jennie  Sanford,  is  living  in  Rome, 
Ga. ;  Ida,  now  Mrs.  McGaugh}',  is  living  in  Bloom¬ 
ington  Township;  Amanda  is  the  wife  of  A.  M. 
Sanford,  a  Methodist  minister  of  the  Upper  Iowa 
Conference,  now  located  at  LaGrande. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  where  the  lady  yet  resides.  He  there 
engaged  in  general  farming,  stock-raising  and  fruit¬ 
growing,  and  being  an  energetic  and  able  business 
man  was  quite  successful  and  accumulated  a  com¬ 
fortable  competence.  In  his  political  sentiments  he 
supported  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  any  enterprise  which  had  for  its  object 
the  destruction  or  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic. 
A  man  well  known  in  the  community  for  his  adher¬ 
ence  to  principles  of  right  and  justice,  honorable 
and  upright  in  every  walk  of  life,  he  won  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  love  of  all  with  whom  business  or 
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pleasure  brought  him  in  contact.  In  the  early  days 
of  the  county  he  was  mediator  or  referee  for  many 
in  times  of  trouble,  an  honor  awarded  to  but  few. 
He  was  an  honored  and  faithful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Sweetland,  served 
as  Class-Leader  and  Steward  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  also  actori  as  Church  Trustee.  He  was  called 
to  his  final  home  March  4,  1887,  when  nearly  sev¬ 
enty  years  of  age.  In  his  death  the  county  lost 
one  of  its  best  citizens;  his  neighbors,  a  kind  and 
accommodating  friend;  his  family,  a  kind  husband 
and  indulgent  father. 
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lr^)EV.  ALDEN  BURRILL  ROBBINS,  who 
I  for  forty-six  years  has  been  pastor  of  the 

til  \V,  Congregational  Church  of  Muscatine,  was 
\^)born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  on  Feb.  18,  1817. 
His  parents  were  David  and  Elizabeth  (Burrill) 
Robbins,  and  bis  father  was  a  lumber  merchant  of 
New  York  City.  He  received  his  preparatory 
education  in  the  classical  schools  of  Salem,  Mass., 
and  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y„  and  when  twenty-two  years 
of  age  was  graduated  in  the  same  class  with  Rev.  R. 
S.  Storrs,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Bishop  F.  D. 
Huntington,  of  the  same  State.  After  completing 
his  studies  he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Hopkins 
Academy,  at  Hadley,  Mass,  where  he  was  tutor  of 
Latin  for  a  short  time,  and  Principal  of  the  Paw¬ 
tucket  Academy  for  one  year.  For  the  same  length 
of  time  lie  was  engaged  in  business  with  his  father  in 
New  York  City.  In  1840  he  entered  upon  a  course 
of  theological  studies  at  the  Andover  Theological 
School,  where  he  remained  until  1841.  In  1842  he 
became  a  student  of  the  Union  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  and  returned  to  Andover,  in  which  lie  com¬ 
pleted  the  studies  in  1843.  On  the  20th  da}'  of 
September  of  that  year,  in  New  York  City,  he  was 
ordained  as  a  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  shortly  afterward  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  pastor  of  the  church  of  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
where  he  lias  now  remained  for  over  forty-five 
years.  In  1843  he  also  received  his  degree  of 
D.  D.  from  Amherst  College. 

Just  a  week  after  his  ordination  Dr.  Robbins 
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was  united  in  marriage,  in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  with 
Miss  Eliza,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  L.  Hough,  of 
that  city.  She  shared  with  her  husband  his  labors 
in  his  new  field  until  1850,  when  she  became  a  vic¬ 
tim  of  the  cholera,  which  was  then  ras'ino'  so 
fiercely  through  this  country,  hundreds  dying 
every  day.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
their  union:  Dana  IL,  who  was  born  July  2,  1844, 
was  married,  Nov.  17,  1874,  to  Alice  E.  Owens, 
daughter  of  John  Owens,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  on  the  14th  of  July,  1881, 
his  death  occurred,  leaving  a  widow  and  one 
daughter,  who  reside  in  Muscatine;  Anna  Mar- 
garette,  born  July  21,  1848,  in  Ashford,  Conn.,  is 
the  wife  of  Rev.  S.  De  Forest,  who  was  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Churches  at  Des  Moines,  Coun¬ 
cil  Bluffs  and  Waterloo,  Iowa,  was  President  of  the 
lalladega  College  in  Alabama,  and  still  resides  in 
Talladega.  On  the  20th  of  September,  1851,  Dr. 
Robbins  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Miss  Mary  S.  Arnold,  a  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  Arnold,  of  Bath,  Me.  Several  children  were 
born  unto  them,  but  only  two  are  now  living: 
Esther  Burrill,  born  Feb.  20,  1860,  in  Muscatine, 
became  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  E.  White,  June 
29,  188/,  and  resides  in  Waverly,  Iowa;  John 
Alden,  born  Aug.  24,  1862,  resides  in  Chicago, 
where  he  is  head  manager  in  one  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  Munger  Laundry  of  that  city.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  one  of  the  most  beautifully 
situated  homes  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
commanding  a  view  of  the  river  for  several  miles. 

Not  only  is  the  external  appearance  delightful  to 
the  eye  but  the  interior  as  well,  while  the  library  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  The  labors  of  Dr. 
Robbins  during  his  long  ministry  in  this  city  have 
been  most  effective,  while  no  better  testimonial 
could  be  given  than  the  statement  of  the  many 
years  which  this  church  lias  retained  him  as  their 
pastor.  He  is  a  deep  thinker,  a  logical  reasoner, 
and  his  earnest  labors  cannot  fail  to  bring  their  re¬ 
ward.  In  early  life  he  wTas  a  stanch  Abolitionist,  and 
has  ever  been  an  indefatigable  worker  for  the  tem¬ 
perance  cause.  He  has  been  much  interested  in 
the  cause  of  Christian  education,  and  has  been  a 
Irustee  of  Iowa  College  and  a  Director  of  the 
Chicago  Theological  Seminary  ever  since  their  '  r  j 
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organization.  lie  is  also  Trustee  of  the  academy 
at  Wilton,  Iowa.  The  attention  of  the  reader  is 
called  to  the  excellent  portrait  of  Dr.  Robbins  on 
another  page. 
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W.  PARDOE,  photographer,  No.  309  East 
Second  street,  Muscatine,  is  successor  to  .T. 
P.  Phelps,  who  was  proprietor  of  the  oldest 
established  gallery  in  the  city.  lie  bought 
into  this  business  in  June,  1887,  and  does  all  kinds 
of  work  in  his  line,  from  locket  to  life-size  pictures. 
Mr.  Pardoe  was  born  in  Lewisburg, Union  Co.,  Pa., 
Jan.  25,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  II.  and  Hannah  (Ililes) 
Pardoe.  lie  learned  his  trade  in  Mifflin,  Pa.,  be¬ 
ginning  in  1872.  After  working  three  years  in  the 
East  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  located  at  Newton,  Jas¬ 
per  County,  where  he  was  partner  in  a  gallery  for 
a  time,  and  then  went  to  New  Sharon,  Mahaska  Co., 
Iowa,  where  he  operated  a  gallery  for  nine  years. 
In  1884  he  went  to  Keithsburg,  Ill., and  came  from 
that  city  to  Muscatine. 

Mr.  Pardoe  was  married  at  New  Sharon,  Iowa, 
Jan.  10,  1878,  to  Miss  Minerva  A.  Hart,  daughter 
of  J.  B.  Hart,  and  a  native  of  Madison,  A\ris.  They 
have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Telura,  who  was  born  at 
New  Sharon,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pardoe  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  is  a  fine  artist,  and 
is  winning  his  way  rapidly  to  popular  favor. 
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HARLES  ALTENEDER,  a  representative 
farmer  of  Montpelier  Township,  residing  on 
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section  18,  is  a  native  of  Kempton,  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  was  born  June 
19,  1826.  His  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Haggen- 
miller)  Alteneder,  were  also  natives  of  that  country, 
and  of  their  five  children  four  are  yet  living: 
Theodore,  who  is  the  inventor  of  one  of  the  best 
field  glasses  in  the  world,  is  one  of  the  successful 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Louisa  is  the  wife 
of  Ferdinand  A.  Wurm,  a  resident  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
who  is  a  professor  of  music  and  a  teacher  of  seven 
different  languages;  Caroline,  who  is  now  deceased, 


was  the  wife  of  Christian  Brelnn ;  Charles,  who  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Josephine,  who  was 
living  in  Germany  when  last  heard  from.  The 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  Germany  in  1855, 
and  the  mother  departed  this  life  in  1874. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  land,  where  he  received  his 
education.  AVhen  a  young  man  he  resolved  to 
cast  his  lot  in  the  New  World,  and  in  1848,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  brother  and  sister,  he  bade  good-by  to 
his  home  and  friends  and  started  for  America. 
There  were  no  steamers  in  those  days,  the  voyage 
having  to  be  made  in  a  sailing-vessel,  which  was 
seventy-seven  days  in  crossing  the  Atlantic.  Land¬ 
ing  in  New  York  in  June,  he  remained  there  but 
two  days,  and  then  went  to  Philadelphia  on  foot, 
and  there  worked  for  three  months  in  a  shipsmith’s 
shop,  for  which  he  received  no  wages.  He  remained 
in  Philadelphia  until  the  1st  of  November,  and 
then  went  to  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  and  there 
worked  for  a  farmer  for  his  board  during  the  win¬ 
ter.  He  remained  on  that  farm  until  May,  1851, 
when  he  came  West, locating  in  Muscatine  County, 
where  he  entered  160  acres  of  land,  having  previ¬ 
ously  purchased  a  land  warrant  in  Philadelphia. 
He  subsequently  added  to  the  original  tract  until 
he  became  the  owner  of  275  acres.  He  has  since 
given  eighty  acres  each  to  two  of  his  sons,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  1 1 6  acres  where  he  resides,  and 
which  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation. 

On  the  14th  day  of  December,  1852,  Mr.  Al¬ 
teneder  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Barbara 
Hahn,  who  was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children, 
the  following-named  now  living:  Mathias,  John, 
Margaret,  Paul,  Barbara,  Catherine  and  John,  of 
Muscatine.  Three  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alteneder:  George,  a  resident  of  Sweet- 
land  Township,  who  married  Anna  Schmidt,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Schmidt,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work;  Charles,  husband  of 
Pauline  Wurm,  now  residing  in  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  and 
Willie,  who  wedded  Louisa  Kleinshmith,  and  lives 
in  Montpelier  Township.  In  1873  Mr.  Alteneder 
returned  to  Germany  to  visit  his  mother,  whose 
death  occurred  the  following  year.  He  is  truly  one 
of  the  self-made  men  of  Muscatine  County.  Coni¬ 
ine  to  this  country  in  limited  circumstances,  he 
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began  working  at  the  ship-builder’s  trade,  but  for 
three  months  received  no  compensation  for  his 
labor.  His  early  disadvantages  seemed  but  to 
strengthen  his  resolve  to  make  his  life  a  success, 
and  with  renewed  energy  he  continued  his  labors, 
until  he  has  now  become  one  of  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  this  community.  He  was  formerly  a 
Republican,  but  is  now  a  supporter  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 


R.  CHARLES  DRURY,  a  retired  physician 
and  a  prominent  pioneer  of  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  of  1836,  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ind..  Oct.  23,  1814,  and  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Reynolds)  Drury,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  wdio  at  an  early  day 
left  that  State  and  emigrated  to  Ohio,  locating  in 
Pickaway  County,  where  they  made  their  home  for 
a  few  years,  and  in  1811  removed  to  Wayne  County, 
Ind.  Samuel  Drury  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  serving  as  a  ranger  under  Gen.  Taylor,  and 
was  one  of  the  party  to  escort  him  from  Louisville, 
Ky.,  to  Vincennes,  Ind.,  the  headquarters  at  that 
time.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  children:  A. 
Julia  married  George  Raines,  who  died  in  Indiana, 
while  she  died  in  Kansas;  Emily,  wife  of  Wesley 
Harper,  a  resident  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  Charles, 
of  this  sketch;  Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  In  his  political  sentiments  the  father  was  a 
Whig.  Both  parents  died  in  Indiana. 

The  days  of  the  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  were  passed  in  his  native  State,  and  his  educa¬ 
tion  was  received  in  the  pioneer  log  school-house 
so  common  in  that  day,  with  its  puncheon  floors, 
rude  benches  and  immense  fireplace.  After  the 
death  of  his  father  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re¬ 
sources  for  a  living,  and  worked  at  any  employ¬ 
ment  which  he  could  find  until  in  1836,  wrhen  he 
determined  to  cast  his  lot  with  the- pioneers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  Iowa,  and  crossing  the  Mississippi 
River,  made  a  claim  in  Moscow  Township.  In  com¬ 
pany  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Webster  he  laid  out 
the  town  of  Moscow  and  sold  a  few  lots,  but  in  the 
spring  of  1837  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  town 
1  1  site,  and  in  1841  commenced  the  stud\r  of  medi- 
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cine  with  Drs.  Reynolds  &  Blake,  the  former  his 
uncle.  On  the  death  of  the  latter  gentleman  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Reynolds,  with  whom 
he  continued  to  practice  until  1844,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Illinois,  prosecuting  his  profession  in  that 
State  until  1850. 

In  the  spring  of  1845  Dr.  Drury  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Eliza  McGreer,  nee  Branden- 
berg,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1811,  but  was 
reared  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  Previous  to  her 
marriage  with  Dr.  Drury  she  wedded  William  Mc¬ 
Greer,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  three 
of  whom  are  now  living:  John,  now  residing  in 
Chicago;  Rhoda,  wife  of  Henry  Murdock,  of  Rock 
Island  County,  111.,  and  Mattie,  wrife  of  Henry 
Geiss,  a  druggist  of  Muscatine.  The  death  of  Mr. 
McGreer  occurred  in  Illinois. 

In  1851  Dr.  Drury  returned  to  Muscatine  County, 
and  became  a  resident  of  the  city  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  In  1852  he  crossed  the  plains  to 
California,  wdiere  the  cholera  was  then  raging,  and 
as  he  had  a  supply  of  medicine  with  him  he  relieved 
the  sufferers  as  far  as  he  was  able.  After  two  and 
a  half  years  spent  in  that  Western  land  he  returned 
to  Muscatine,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  for  many  years,  when  he  retired 
from  active  life.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  in 
early  life,  but  in  1856  voted  for  Buchanan,  and 
has  since  supported  the  party  of  which  he  was  a 
candidate.  The  Doctor  is  a  man  of  sterling'  integ- 
rity,  sound  judgment  and  uncompromising  hon¬ 
esty.  As  a  citizen  and  pioneer  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  respect  by  all,  and  we  are  pleased  to  record 
his  history  with  that  of  many  other  prominent  pio¬ 
neers  of  Muscatine  County,  in  which  a  half-century 
of  his  life  has  been  passed. 


)Y?  G.  II.  LITTLE,  one  of  the  settlers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County  of  1850,  now  residing  in  the 
city,  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  13th  of  January,  1835.  The  days  of  his 
childhood  and  j^outh  were  passed  in  his  native 
State,  and  his  education  was  received  at  Wallkill 
Academ}q  in  Middletown,  N.  Y.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  lo- 
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eating  on  a  farm  north  of  Muscatine,  in  Blooming¬ 
ton  Township,  and  there  resided  until  1876.  On  the 
18th  of  January,  1855,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
witli  Miss  Anna  Reed  Zeigler,  who  was  born  in 
Butler  County,  Ua.,  in  August,  1832,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Zeigler,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm,  where  they  resided  until  1876, 
when  tlieyr  moved  into  the  city,  where  they  have 
since  continued  to  reside.  One  child  graces  their 
union,  Fred  II.,  a  prominent  young  physician  of 
Muscatine  County. 

When  the  War  for  the  Union  broke  out  Mr.  Little 
offered  his  services  on  two  different  occasions,  but 
was  rejected  on  account  of  physical  disability.  Ilis 
sympathy  was  always  witli  the  North,  and  he  aided 
in  many  different  ways.  It  was  on  his  farm  that 
the  potatoes  were  raised  for  the  boys  in  the  army. 
He  had  thirty  acres  of  land  plowed  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  Soldiers’  Aid  Society,  and  in  the  plant¬ 
ing  about  500  persons  assisted,  many  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  ladies  of  the  country  dropping  the  potatoes 
while  the  gentlemen  covered  the  hills.  When  the 
ground  was  to  be  weeded  about  300  persons  were 
on  hand  to  aid  in  the  work,  and  the  same  number 
assisted  in  the  digging.  As  a  result  of  this  labor 
1,000  bushels  were  sent  South  to  Mrs.  Wittemeyer, 
who  distributed  them  among  the  soldiers.  Mrs. 
Little  was  also  a  prominent  worker  in  the  Soldiers’ 
Aid  Society.  Mr.  Little  is  a  stalwart  Republican, 
firm  in  the  support  of  the  principles  advocated  by 
that  party.  lie  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  they  are  active 
workers,  and  among  the  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County  they  are  held  in  high  regard. 

Martha  died  in  childhood;  Jane  married  John 
Eschinbach,  and  both  died  in  Pennsylvania;  Re¬ 
becca  departed  this  life  when  eighteen  years  of 
age;  David  is  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County; 
Mary  wedded  William  West,  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Misner;  William  died  in 
Pittsburgh,  in  1853;  Joseph  P.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  John  is  a  brickmaker  of  Muscatine,  Iowa; 
Martha,  who  married  Sidney  Cole,  and  after  his 
death  wedded  a  Mr.  Reader,  died  in  Whiteside 
County,  Ill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freeman  both  died  in 
Butler  County,  Pa.,  the  former  in  1833,  the  latter 
in  1830. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State.  His  early  education  was  received  in  the 
subscription  schools  and  under  great  disadvantages, 
having  to  walk  three  miles,  and  only  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  attend  three  months  in  the  year,  as  his 
services  were  needed  on  the  farm.  The  first  school 
building  in  which  he  began  to  tread  “the  flowery 
path  of  knowledge”  had  no  floor,  and  an  old  fire¬ 
place  took  up  one  end  of  the  building.  The  seats 
were  built  of  puncheons  with  wooden  pins  driven 
in  for  legs,  while  the  windows  were  formed  by  cut¬ 
ting  out  a  block  from  one  of  the  logs,  the  aperture 
being  covered  with  greased  paper.  Another  thing 
which  always  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Free¬ 
man  was  the  bunch  of  switches  hung  up  at  the  back 
of  the  teacher’s  desk,  a  warning  to  all  evil-doers. 

In  1831  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  cabinet-maker’s 
trade,  serving  three  years,  during  which  time  lie 
received  only  his  board  and  poor  clothing  as  com¬ 
pensation  for  his  labors.  After  completing  his  term 
of  apprenticeship,  he  tried  his  fortune  in  the  cities 
of  Pittsburgh,  Buffalo,  Philadelphia,  Cincinnati  and 
New  Orleans,  and  finally  located  in  Muscatine, 
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Iowa,  where  he  opened  and  operated  the  first  cabi- 

net-maker’s  shop,  following  that  line  of  business 

JOSEPH  P.  FREEMAN,  a  pioneer  of  1840, 
i  now  residing  in  Muscatine,  was  horn  in  But- 
!  ler  County,  Pa.,  on  the  23d  of  September, 
1^),  i  1814,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Lucinda 
(Irwin)  Freeman.  Both  parents  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Freeman  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  nine  of  whom  lived  to  be  adults:  Ann  married 
William  Boland,  and  both  died  in  Pennsylvania; 

for  many  years. 

In  1842  Mr.  Freeman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lydia  M.  A.  Parvin,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  Nov.  22,  1822.  Nine  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Thomas 

J.  died  in  infancy;  William  P.  enlisted  in  the  11th 
Iowa  Infantry,  served  in  all  the  engagements  of 
that  regiment,  was  with  Sherman  on  his  memorable 
march  to  the  sea,  and  was  accidentally  killed  at  ' 
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Eastman’s  Commercial  College,  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y. ;  Franklin,  of  this  city,  was  also  a  soldier  in 
the  late  Rebellion ;  Sarah  M.,  wife  of  Thomas  Wat¬ 
son,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa;  Delia  married  William 
Scott,  and  died  in  Davenport,  in  1868;  Charles  F. 
is  a  real  estate  and  loan  agent  of  Muscatine,  Iowa; 
Lydia  wedded  W.  S.  Hill,  of  this  city;  Maggie  died 
at  the  age  of  nine  years,  and  Mary  Ann  died  in 
infanc3r.  In  1885  Mr.  Freeman  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  was  a  most  esti¬ 
mable  lad 3’  and  highly  respected  by  all.  For  almost 
half  a  century  he  has  been  identified  with  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Muscatine  Count3r,  doing  his  utmost  to  ad¬ 
vance  its  best  interests,  and  aiding  largely  in  the 
promotion  of  its  enterprises.  In  early  life  he  was 
a  Democrat,  but  later  joined  the  Free-Soil  part3T, 
and  at  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
was  among  the  first  to  enter  its  ranks,  and  served 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Iowa  City  Convention  to  aid 
in  the  formation  of  the  party  in  this  State.  He  has 
held  several  local  offices  of  trust,  and  has  served  as 
Alderman  in  his  ward. 

- - 

R.  JOHN  FADE,  veterinary  surgeon,  of 
Muscatine,  was  born  in  Cromwell,  England, 
Feb.  14,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  James 
and  Johanna  (Latta)  Eade,who  emigrated 
to  America  in  1850,  locating  at  Hazel  Green, 
Grant  Co.,  Wis.,  where  the  Doctor  followed  his 
profession  for  a  few  years,  when  he  moved  to 
Dodgeville,  Iowa,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  a  veterinaiy  college  of  London. 

When  but  three  3Tears  of  age  our  subject  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
attained  sufficient  age  entered  the  common  schools, 
where  he  received  a  liberal  education.  Having  ac¬ 
cess  to  his  father’s  books  on  veterinary  surgery,  he 
soon  became  proficient  in  the  practice,  which  he 
has  made  his  life  work.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  as  a  member  of  Company  G,  57th  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Dixon,  Lee 
Co.,  Ill.,  joining  his  regiment  at  Savannah,  Ga. 
He  then  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being 
mustered  out  of  service  at  Louisville,  Ky\,  in  Juty, 
1865,  and  subsequently  discharged  at  Chicago.  Re¬ 


turning  home  he  soon  afterward  removed  to  Shells- 
burg,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Musca¬ 
tine,  Iowa,  where  he  has  been  in  active  practice 
continuously  since.  He  has  become  widely  known 
throughout  the  southeastern  part  of  the  State,  and 
receives  calls  for  miles  away  in  every  direction. 

In  Muscatine,  Iowa,  in  1876,  Dr.  Eade  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Harrison,  a 
daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  Harrison,  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  By  their  union  two  children  have 
been  born — Mary  L.  and  John  L.  In  his  political 
sentiments  the  Doctor  is  independent.  He  is  highly 
respected  b3r  all  with  whom  business  or  social  rela¬ 
tions  have  brought  him  in  contact,  and  is  one  of 
Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens. 


ON.  JOSEPH  WILLIAMS,  who  was  a  prom¬ 
inent  jurist  of  Iowa,  and  an  early  resident 
of  Muscatine,  was  born  at  Greensburg, 
Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  28,  1801.  He 
received  a  classical  education,  secured  largely  by  his 
own  efforts;  afterward  studied  law  with  John  B. 
Alexander,  Esq.,  of  the  Westmoreland  bar,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  soon  won  prominence  at  the  bar  of  Westmore¬ 
land  and  adjoining  counties,  which  was  well  de¬ 
served.  In  1827  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  R.  Meason,  a  daughter  of  Gen.  Thomas 
Meason,  and  a  niece  of  Hon.  John  Ken ned 3%  late 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penns3rlvania. 
After  several  years  of  successful  practice  in  the 
courts  of  that  State,  and  holding  clerkships  in  the 
Senate,  and  in  conventions  to  form  a  new  State 
constitution,  he  received  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  month  of  June,  1838,  a 
commission  as  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Territory  of  Iowa.  After  a  service 
of  more  than  eight  ymars  in  that  capacity  he  retired 
at  the  expiration  of  the  commission  and  became  a 
member  of  the  bar.  In  1848,  by  the  joint  ballot 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  he  was  again  called  to 
the  position  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Iowa  for  the  term  of  six  years.  During  the  year 
of  his  retirement  from  the  bench  he  was  chosen  an 
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Elector  in  the  Presidential  election  of  1848,  and 
cast  his  vote  for  (lens.  Cass  and  Butler. 

.fudge  Williams  came  to  Muscatine  in  1837,  mak¬ 
ing  this  city  his  home  for  twenty  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.,  where  he  resided  two 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Muscatine,  settling  on 
a  farm  six  miles  distant  from  the  city.  After  con¬ 
tinuing  his  residence  there  for  about  seven  years 
he  returned  to  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.,  where  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1871.  His  wife  survived  him  but  two 
years,  dying  in  1873.  Their  family  consisted  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter — Thomas  M.,  .John  K., 
William,  Georgiana  (now  the  wife  of  William  C. 
Brewster)  and  Joseph  W.  Judge  Williams  was  an 
earnest  Democrat  in  politics,  and  bore  a  conspicu¬ 
ous  part  in  the  early  history  of  the  Iowa  judiciary. 

'TpNj  () IiltR'I'  M.  DOWNER,  a  general  farmer  and 
IWf  stock-raiser  of  Muscatine  County,  residing 
At  \V  in  Sweetland  Township,  was  born  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  Sept.  6, 1837,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Coder)  Downer,  the  for¬ 
mer  born  Sept.  2, 1805,  in  Connecticut,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1807.  Both  parents 
removed  to  Pennsylvania  in  early  life,  and  were 
there  united  in  marriage.  In  1 832  they  emigrated 
to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Downer  entered 
a  claim  and  developed  a  farm,  making  it  his  home 
until  1845,  when  he  came  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa, 
settling  in  Franklin  Township,  Des  Moines  County, 
where  he  again  developed  a  farm  from  the  wild 
prairie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Downer  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Ann  C., 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  T.  Coleman,  of 
Montrose,  Iowa;  Robert  M.,  of  this  sketch,  and  Jo¬ 
seph  B.,  whose  history  appears  on  another  page  of 
this  work.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Downer  occurred 
soon  after  her  arrival  in  this  State.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
lady  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Downer  was  again  mar¬ 
ried,  becoming  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Babb, 
widow  of  Washington  Babb.  By  this  union  three 
children  were  born,  two  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
William  E.,  who  is  living  in  Carthage,  Mo.,  and 


George  C.,  a  resident  of  Mt.  Ayr.  The  father  of 
this  family  died  July  5,  1888,  in  the  eighty-third 
year  of  his  age.  lie  survived  his  wife  many  3?ears, 
she  having  departed  this  life  in  1873. 

When  eight  j'ears  of  age  our  subject  came  with 
his  parents  to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  and  there 
received  his  education  in  the  primitive  log  school- 
house  of  that  date.  Completing  his  education,  he 
then  worked  upon  a  farm  during  the  summer,  being 
engaged  in  teaching  school  during  the  winter.  He 
later  attended  Cornell  College  in  Linn  County, 
where  he  was  pursuing  his  studies  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war,  but  abandoning  the  school¬ 
room,  he  enlisted  in  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  in  August, 
1861,  becoming  a  member  of  Compaiyy  K,  and  was 
mustered  in  at  Davenport,  where  the  regiment  was 
stationed  during  the  winter.  With  the  company  he 
was  then  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  all  the  skirmishes  until  Sept.  2,  1862, 
when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  pli3’sical 
disability.  He  contracted  disease  during  his  term 
of  service,  from  which  he  has  never  yet  fully  re¬ 
covered. 

Returning  to  his  home  in  Des  Moines  County, 
Mr.  Downer,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1863,  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Reu henna  J.  Blizzard,  a 
native  of  Ohio.  By  their  union  eight  children  have 
been  born — Cora  P.,  Mary  B.,  Thomas  B.,  Will¬ 
iam  E.,  Isaac  Frank,  Ruby,  J.  B.  and  Preal.  In 
1865,  accompanied  by  his  young  wife,  Mr.  Downer 
took  up  his  residence  in  Sweetland  Township,  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  Iowa,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in 
cultivating  his  farm  of  forty-eight  acres,  situated 
on  section  19.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Muscatine,  while 
politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party. 

-  ooo  . 

*  coo  * 

F.  McCOLM,  residing  on  section  35,  Cedar 
Township,  is  a  representative  and  enterpris¬ 
ing  farmer  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  He 
was  born  in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  16,  1855, 
and  is  a  son  of  W.  Q.  and  Mary  (Query)  McColm, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  Mr.  McColm  is  still  living,  and  resides  in 
Kansas,  but  his  wife  died  in  Wayne  County,  Iowa, 
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about  twelve  years  ago.  They  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  W.  G-.,  who  is  now  in  Ne¬ 
braska;  Louisa,  wife  of  John  Fleury,  cf  Kansas; 
J.  T.,  a  resident  of  Taylor  County,  Iowa;  Mary, 
wife  of  Mr.  Johnson,  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Lewis  F., 
of  this  sketch;  C.B.,  a  druggist  of  this  State;  J.  F., 
who  is  in  partnership  with  his  brother  in  the  drug 
business;  J.  II.,  whose  location  is  Rooks  County, 
Kan.,  and  Charles,  a  commercial  traveler,  whose 
headquarters  are  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  After  the  death 
of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  these  children,  Mr. 
McColm  was  again  married,  becoming  the  husband 
of  Maria  Sutton. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof  until  the  age  of  twenty,  his 
education  being  received  in  the  Indianola  College, 
and  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  Teachers’ 
Normal  School  of  Kirksville,  Mo.  After  complet¬ 
ing  his  education  he  followed  the  profession  of 
teaching  for  six  years,  being  employed  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools,  but  abandoning  this  way  of  earning  a 
livelihood,  he  entered  into  the  drug  business  in 
Taylor  County,  Iowa,  having  previously  studied 
pharmacy  under  his  brother,  lie  continued  in  this 
business  for  about  five  years,  when  he  abandoned 
it  and  engaged  in  farming. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1886,  Mr.  McColm 
and  Miss  Margaret  Bell  Estle  were  united  in  mar¬ 
riage.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Susan  (Shellabarger)  Estle,  who  had  a  family  of 
ten  children,  namely:  Abbie,  who  became  the  wife 
of  James  Beard,  but  died  in  1884,  leaving  a  family 
of  three  children;  William,  whose  home  is  in  Tay¬ 
lor  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Alonzo 
Smith,  of  Adams  County,  Iowa;  Mary-,  wife  of 
Thomas  Thompson,  of  Louisa  County;  Jacob,  a 
resident  of  Johnson  County;  John,  who  is  located 
in  Dallas  County,  Iowa;  Charles,  also  living  in 
Louisa  County;  Sarah,  wife  of  Dr.  Hall,  of  Louisi¬ 
ana;  Bell,  wife  of  our  subject,  and  one  child  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  McColm  is  now  engaged  in  farming,  owning 
a  fine  farm  of  160  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
valued  at  $8,000.  He  also  raises  considerable 
stock,  all  thoroughbred,  and  owns  a  fine  registered 
Durham  bull  called  Doctor. 

Socially,  Mr.  McColm  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 


sonic  fraternity,  and  a  Master  Mason,  while  politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  four  years, 
and  as  a  citizen  is  highly  esteemed  throughout  the 
county.  One  child  has  been  born  of  his  union 
with  Miss  Estle,  McColm  Kenneth,  born  Dec.  17, 
1887. 

- - - 

AVID  FI.  Y  AN  ATT  A,  residing  on  sec- 
I'  tion  2,  Seventy-Six  Township,  is  a  repre¬ 
sentative  farmer,  and  a  native  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  Iowa.  He  was  born  on  the 
10th  day  of  September,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Will¬ 
iam  and  Matilda  (Brobeckj  Yanatta.  The  geneal¬ 
ogy  of  the  family  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  William 
Yanatta,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Until  eighteen  years  of  age  David  remained  at 
home  assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  but  at 
that  age  his  father  gave  him  his  time  and  leased  to 
him  a  portion  of  the  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for 
nine  years,  or  until  the  yrear  1884.  When  he  left 
his  father’s  farm  in  1884  it  was  only  to  take  pos¬ 
session  of  a  farm  of  his  own,  which  he  had  re¬ 
cently'  purchased.  It  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land,  part  of  the  best  farming  land  in 
the  county,  for  which  he  paid  $32.50  per  acre. 
Since  that  time  our  subject  has  had  the  entire 
management  of  his  land,  having  scarcely  any  as¬ 
sistance  in  its  cultivation,  and  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful,  but  he  has  now  rented  it  for  a  term  of  three 
years,  and  in  a  short  time  will  remove  his  family 
to  the  city  of  Muscatine,  where  they  will  make 
their  home. 

In  1878  Mr.  Yanatta  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Zaehringer,  who  was  born  Sept.  16, 
1857,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Augusta 
(Schmer)  Zaehringer,  who  were  both  natives  of 
Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  the  year  1852. 
The  former  was  born  April  18,  1832,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  Oct.  17,  1822.  The  father  died  April  28,  1872^ 
while  the  latter  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  youngest  son,  Henry.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  all  living  except  one, 
namely:  Antony,  a  farmer  residing  in  Carroll 
County,  Iowa;  John,  who  is  engaged  in  saw-filing 
in  Clinton  County,  Iowa;  Anna,  wife  of  our  sub  ! 


“biL 

^4* 


-•fr 


344 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


ject;  Joseph  and  Henry,  who  are  both  living  in  the 
city  of  Muscatine.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yanatta  have 
been  born  four  children:  Roy,  born  Feb.  1,  1880; 
Sidney,  Oct.  2,  1882;  Edward,  May  2,  1884;  and 
Eldon,  Aug.  16,  1887. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Yanatta  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  socially,  he 
is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  Muscatine,  Iowa.  lie  also  carries  13,000 
in  the  Iowa  Masonic  Benevolent  Society.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive  young 
citizens  of  Muscatine  County,  and  is  highly  re¬ 
spected  by  all  with  whom  business  or  social  rela¬ 
tions  have  brought  him  in  contact. 


3* 


ffiACOB  B.  BURNSIDE,  deceased,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  an  honored  and  respected 
citizen  of  Muscatine  County.  He  was  born 
in  Maryland  in  1823,  and  was  the  son  of 
Asa  and  Asenath  (Bales)  Burnside,  who  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity  except  one.  Soon  after  his  birth  his  par¬ 
ents  moved  to  North  Carolina,  and  when  he  was 
two  years  of  age  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  two 
years  later  to  Westfield,  in  the  same  State.  His 
father  died  at  Westfield,  Ind.,  many  years  ago, 
his  mother  surviving  him  some  years,  dying 
Aug.  4,  1870,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy-eight. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  her  death  she 
was  an  acceptable  minister  of  the  Friends,  preach¬ 
ing  in  different  States,  and  as  far  west  as  Kansas. 

On  attaining  his  majority  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  married  Miss  Jane  Bond,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  on  the  17th  of  April,  1 844.  By  their 
union  a  family  of  eight  children  were  born,  and  of 
that  number  five  are  yet  living — Eliza  Ann,  Mary 
Ellen,  James  A.,  Levi  T.  and  William  A.  After 
eighteen  years  of  happy  wedded  life,  Mrs.  Burnside 
wes  called  to  her  final  rest,  her  death  occurring  in 
March,  1862.  Mr.  Burnside  was  again  married 
Sept.  20,  1863,  in  Hamilton  County,  Ind.,  becom¬ 
ing  the  husband  of  Sibby  Rich,  who  was  born  in 
that  county,  Dec.  29,  1838,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Rebecca  Rich.'  Seven  children  were 


born  of  this  union,  six  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Edward  O.,  born  Feb.  2,  1864,  is  a  school  teacher; 
Freddy,  born  Aug.  7,  1865,  died  in*  infancy; 
Frank,  born  Nov.  16,  1867;  Cora  M.,  born  Nov. 
16,  1869,  is  a  teacher;  Nellie  O.,  born  April  26, 
1874;  Luther  M  ,  born  June  19,  1879;  and  Mabel 
G.,  born  Sept.  29,  1881. 

Before  her  marriage  Mrs.  Burnside  made  her 
home  with  an  uncle,  Samuel  Clark,  for  several 
years.  His  house  was  known  as  a  station  on  the  fa¬ 
mous  “underground  railroad,”  which  was  organized 
b3'  the  people  of  the  North  to  assist  the  negroes  in 
gaining  a  place  of  safety  and  freedom.  Many 
times  has  she  arisen  at  3  o'clock  A.  M.,  pre¬ 
pared  breakfast  for  the  fugitives,  and  sent  them  on 
their  way  to  another  place  where  they  would  be 
cared  for  until  when,  under  cover  of  darkness,  they 
could  make  their  way  to  Canada. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnside  was 
begun  in  her  native  county,  but  after  making  that 
their  home  for  a  year  they  emigrated  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Wilton  Township.  Mr. 
Burnside  there  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years, 
but  on  the  12th  of  March,  1883,  removed  to  the 
home  in  Sweetland  Township  where  Mrs.  Burnside 
yet  resides.  His  business  was  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  which  he  carried  on  with  good  success  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  19, 
1887.  He  was  a  man  of  prominence,  always  exerting 
his  influence  for  the  right,  aiding  in  every  enter¬ 
prise  for  the  public  welfare,  and  giving  liberally  in 
support  of  all  moral  interests.  He  was  several 
times  elected  to  the  offices  of  Township  Trustee  and 
School  Director.  He  was  reared  under  the  relig- 
ious  influences  of  the  Friends,  of  which  Mrs.  Burn¬ 
side  is  still  a  member. 

LIAS  ADAMS,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re¬ 
siding  on  section  18,  Pike  Township,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County  for 
about  fifty-two  years,  having  located  in  this  com¬ 
munity  in  1837.  He  was  born  in  Michigan,  in 
1829,  and  is  a  son  of  Asa  and  Harriet  (Root)  Ad¬ 
ams,  who  were  natives  of  York  State.  The  parents 
emigrated  from  their  home  to  Michigan  in  an  early 
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day,  there  residing  until  1830,  when  they  located 
in  Indiana,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  a  farm  until  1837,  at  which  time  he 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Pike  Township, 
Muscatine  County,  where  Mr.  Adams  entered  a 
claim  of  160  acres.  He  afterward  moved  to  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  fift}'-six 
years.  His  wife  died  in  Indiana  in  1835.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children:  Elias,  of  this 
sketch;  and  Harriet,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  this 
county,  where,  with  the  exception  of  three  j'ears, 
his  entire  life  has  been  spent  since  1837.  In  1847 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Reamer,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  was  celebrated,  and  by  their  union  five 
children  were  born:  Marietta,  wife  of  Louis  Mill, 
of  Fremont,  Neb.;  Arthur,  who  was  drowned  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight;  Harriet,  who  wedded  Jesse 
Buner,  of  Black  Hills,  Dak.;  Chester,  who  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  Pike  Township;  and  Louisa, 
deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Robert  Shannon. 

In  1863  Mr.  Adams  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife.  He  was  afterward  again  mar¬ 
ried,  becoming  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Martha  (Staf¬ 
ford)  Hughes,  a  native  of  Ohio.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  in  1867,  and  to  them  were  born  five 
children:  Hester  Elvira,  born  Oct.  12,  1868,  is 
now  the  wife  of  H.  Ryan;  Edgar,  born  March  20, 
1871,  died  in  infancy;  Elias  William,  born  Aug.  20, 
1873;  John  Q.,  born  Sept.  21,  1875,  died  at  the  age 
of  seven  years,  losing  his  life  by  being  mired  down 
with  a  horse  in  a  slough;  Frank  A.,  born  Sept.  21, 
1879.  Those  living  yet  remain  under  the  parental 
roof. 

Mr.  Adams  has  ever  been  an  enterprising,  pro¬ 
gressive  citizen,  and  has  aided  largely  in  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  Muscatine  County.  He 
laid  out  Adams  Station  on  a  part  of  his  farm,  and 
is  the  owner  of  a  mercantile  store  in  that  village, 
and  is  the  present  Postmaster  and  Station  Agent. 
He  also  engages  in  buying  and  shipping  stock  and 
grain,  and  gives  especial  attention  to  the  raising  of 
garden  produce,  which  he  ships  to  the  North.  Mr. 
Adams  is  the  owner  of  700  acres  of  fine  land,  which 
is  highly  cultivated  and  improved,  and  is  one  of 
the  successful  and  leading  farmers  of  Pike  Town¬ 


ship.  He  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  various  local  offices  of  trust,  and  politically, 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  the  county,  has  endured  the 
trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  within  its  bor¬ 
ders,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  promote  its 
interests  and  aid  in  its  advancement.  To  him  the 
county  owes  much  of  her  present  prosperity,  and 
as  one  of  its  founders,  he  will  long  be  held  in  lov¬ 
ing  remembrance  by  the  people. 


I  LFRED  TUNISON,  an  early  settler,  and  a 
representative  farmer  of  Sweetland  Town- 
ship,  residing  on  section  33,  was  born 
April  2,  1831,  in  Stillwater  Township, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  .T.,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Ann 
(Simmons)  Tunison.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  in  his  native  county,  and  there  his  education 
was  received,  but  in  1851,  when  twenty  years  of 
age,  he  left  the  parental  roof  and  went  west  to  Kala¬ 
mazoo,  Mich.,  wdiere  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1853.  At  that  time  he  determined  to  make  Iowa 
his  future  home,  and  came  to  Muscatine  County, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Sweetland  Township, 
W'here  he  has  since  continued  to  reside. 

Mr.  Tunison  here  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Mary  Moss,  their  acquaintanceship  ripened 


into  love,  and  on  the  25th  of  March,  1855,  they 
were  united  in  the  hoi}"  bonds  of  matrimony.  Mrs. 
Tunison  was  born  Oct.  21,  1834,  in  Dearborn 
County,  Ind.,  and  wdien  nineteen  years  of  age  came 
with  her  parents,  Harvey  and  Elizabeth  (Stephens) 
Moss,  to  Muscatine  County,  where  she  has  since 
continued  to  reside.  Four  children  came  to  glad¬ 
den  the  home  of  this  worthy  couple,  and  three  of 
that  number  are  yet  living:  George,  the  eldest, 
born  March  4,  1856,  is  now  deceased;  Harvey, 
born  Dec.  17,  1859,  is  the  husband  of  Mary  Doll¬ 
ing,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Sweetland 
Township;  Elba,  born  Oct.  13,  1863,  became  the 
wife  of  Charles  Haifleigh  in  1885;  Carrie,  the 
youngest  child,  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Harris.  Mr. 
Tunison  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas,  and  takes 
great  pleasure  in  his  home  surroundings.  His 
farm  of  160  acres  is  one  of  the  most  highty  culti- 


vated  in  the  county,  his  stock  is  all  of  the  best 
grades,  and  his  barns  and  out-buildings  are  models 
of  convenience.  His  home  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  residences  of  Muscatine  County,  and  he 
is  continually  adding  other  attractions,  sparing 
neither  time  nor  expense.  Mr.  Tunison  is  also 
well  informed  on  all  matters  of  general  interest, 
and  is  ever  ready  to  aid  in  any  enterprise  for  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community.  A  residence  of 
a  third  of  a  century  in  this  county  has  made  for 
him  a  host  of  friends,  and  many  even  who  have  not 
known  him  personally  will  be  pleased  to  see  his 
portrait  in  this  work,  as  well  as  that  of  his  most 
estimable  wife. 

- — 


C.  CROSSMAN,  of  the  firm  of  Crossman  61 
Huff,  attorneys  at  law,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
Avas  born  near  Lettsville,  Louisa  County,  on 
the  6th  day  of  June,  1853.  His  father  was  born 
and  reared  in  Mercer  Count}',  Pa.,  where  he  was 
afterward  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Cath- 
cart,  a  descendant  of  an  Irish  refugee  family  of 
Covenanter  faith.  In  1850  they  emigrateci  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Louisa  County,  where  Mr.  Crossman 
entered  land  and  improved  a  farm.  In  the  month 
of  January,  1854,  his  wife  died,  after  which  he  sold 
his  land,  and  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Grand¬ 
view.  He  was  married  the  second  time,  becoming 
the  husband  of  Elizabeth  Rockafellar,  a  daughter 
of  J.  H.  Crow,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Louisa 
County,  of  which  he  became  a  resident  in  the  fall 
of  1835.  Mrs.  Crossman  was  born  in  Ohio,  and 
came  with  her  parents  to  this  State  in  childhood. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Crossman  occurred  in  May,  1886. 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  left  two  sons  by 
his  first  marriage:  William,  a  resident  of  Moline, 
Ill.,  and  L.  C. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  receiving  a  liberal  education  in  the 
Grandview  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
began  teaching  school.  For  several  years  lie  was  a 
successful  instructor  in  this  county,  and  was  for 
some  time  Professor  of  Latin  and  History  in  the 
High  School  of  Muscatine.  He  also  was  for  some 
time  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  busi¬ 
ness,  and  while  teaching  in  the  city  schools  of  Mus¬ 


catine  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
January,  1884.  For  two  years  he  continued  the 
practice  of  his  profession  alone,  and  then  formed  the 
partnership  with  Mr.  Huff.  This  firm  does  a  large 
real-estate  business,  and  is  located  at  No.  109  West 
Second  street. 

In  1880  Mr.  Crossman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  MissNellie  Bishop,  a  daughter  of  J.  A.  Bishop, 
of  Muscatine,  and  by  their  union  an  interesting 
family  of  three  children  have  been  born — Edward, 
Mabel  and  Ralph.  In  his  political  sentiments  he  is 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  one  of 
the  wide-awake,  progressive  business  men  of  Mus¬ 
catine.  He  is  rapidly  gaining  a  reputation  at  the 
bar  of  which  many  an  older  lawyer  might  well  be 
proud.  In  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
he  is  a  prominent  member,  and  also  holds  member¬ 
ship  with  the  Legion  of  Honor,  the  Knights  of 
Maccabees,  the  Mil^hatine  Rifles,  and  is  an  enthu¬ 
siast  with  the  wheel. 


RED  W.  BLOOMER,  formerly  Superintend- 
.  ent  of  the  City  Railroad  of  Muscatine, 

)k\  Iowa,  was  born  in  Bloomington  Township, 

on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of 
Frederick  W.  and  Catherine  (Altekruse)  Bloomer, 
who  were  natives  of  Germany.  In  early  life  the 
parents  emigrated  to  America,  in  which  country 
they  were  married,  and  in  1838  removed  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  Iowa,  being  among  the  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers.  They  located  upon  a  farm,  where  they 
resided  for  some  time,  but  subsequently  removed 
to  the  city.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil¬ 
dren:  Alice,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Morris  Kruse, 
of  Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  F.  W.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Catherine,  wife  of  John  Huffman, 
a  resident  of  Muscatine.  In  1850  the  death  of  the 
father  occurred,  and  Mrs.  Bloomer  was  again  mar¬ 
ried,  becoming  the  wife  of  Henry  Miller,  of  Mus¬ 
catine.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  farming;  Benhart,  who 
also  follows  farming;  and  Lena,  who  resides  in 
Keokuk  County,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  this  county,  and,  like  so  many  thousands  of 
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others,  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
His  father  dying  when  he  was  a  young  lad.  he  was 
taken  to  live  with  an  uncle,  with  whom  he  resided 
until  he  reached  maturer  years.  In  1881  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Sclnneltzer, 
one  of  Muscatine  County’s  fair  daughters.  Two 
children  grace  their  union — Bessie  and  Leroy.  In 
the  month  of  November,  1886,  Mr.  Bloomer  was 
appointed  Superintendent  of  the  City  Railway  of 
Muscatine,  which  position  he  held  until  the  latter 
part  of  January,  1889,  when  he  resigned,  having 
discharged  his  duties  in  an  able  and  efficient  manner. 
He  is  independent  in  political  sentiments.  On  all 
issues  of  the  day,  both  State  and  National,  he  is 
well  informed,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  held  in  high 
regard  by  the  people  of  Muscatine  County,  among 
whom  he  has  passed  his  entire  life. 


BENEDICT  HOUYENAGHEL,  a  prominent 
and  influential  farmer  of  Montpelier  Town- 
fUffill  ship,  residing  on  section  2,  was  born  in  Bel¬ 
gium.  on  the  4th  of  May,  1815,  and  was  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth  of  a  family  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  who  were  as  follows:  Catherine,  Martin,  Car- 
letta,  Louis,  John,  Charles,  Benedict  and  Seigh- 
bring.  Benedict  spent  the  days  of  liis  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  native  land,  but  on  attaining  his  ma¬ 
jority  left  the  parental  roof  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  Going  to  Lisle,  France,  he  was  there 
employed  as  head  hostler  in  a  livery  stable  for 
about  four  years,  after  which  time,  in  1844,  he  be¬ 
came  a  resident  of  Paris,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
a  driver  of  an  omnibus,  receiving  only  sixty  cents 
per  day  as  compensation  for  arduous  labors.  Con¬ 
tinuing  in  that  employment  until  1852,  he  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Bordeaux,  in  the  south  of  France,  where 
he  then  drove  a  stage  for  about  four  months. 
Thinking  he  could  better  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1854,  he  sailed  for 
America,  reaching  the  harbor  of  New  Orleans  May 
25,  after  being  thirty-six  days  on  the  water.  He 
at  once  took  a  steamer  for  Davenport,  Iowa,  arriv¬ 
ing  in  that  city  June  11,  but  after  a  short  residence 
came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside.  In  1866  he  removed  to  his  pres¬ 


ent  home  on  section  2,  Montpelier  Township,  wdiere 
he  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  line  land,  which  pays 
tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1855,  Mr.  Houvenaghel 
■was  united  in  marriage  with  Percy  Deanna,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Virginia,  and  six  children  graced  their 
union,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  George,  the 
eldest,  born  in  1856,  married  Belle  Chatterton,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  twro  sons  and  a  daughter; 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Montpelier  Township. 
Louis,  born  in  1859,  wedded  Tima  Berryman,  and 
the}'  have  one  child;  Frank,  born  in  1862,  is  the 
husband  of  Martha  Franklin,  and  resides  in  Black 
Oak,  Scott  County;  Charles,  born  July  14,  1863, 
resides  at  home,  and  has  the  management  of  his 
father’s  farm;  Roxalema,  born  in  1865,  is  the  wife 
of  Henry  Drumm,  a  farmer  of  Wilton  Township, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children;  Stephen, 
born  in  February,  1869,  died  in  1884,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  Blue  Grass  Cemetery. 

Politically,  Mr.  Houvenaghel  lias  always  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
numbered  among  Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens. 
Ilis  life  has  been  one  of  industry,  and,  though  be¬ 
ginning  life’s  battle  in  limited  circumstances,  his 
perseverance  and  enterprise  have  gained  him  a 
comfortable  competency,  and  he  is  numbered  among 
the  well-to-do  farmers  of  Montpelier  Township. 
During  his  long  residence  of  thirty-five  years  in 
this  community  he  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire 
growth  of  Muscatine  County,  and  in  the  work  of 
transformation  has  borne  a  prominent  part. 


Sfi  ACOB  BRAUN WARTH,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
was  born  Nov.  7,  1824,  at  Langenau,  Wur- 
ternberg,  Germany,  where  he  received  his 
education  and  was  reared  to  manhood.  After 
extensive  travel  throughout  European  countries  he 
came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1849,  landing  at 
New  Orleans.  Ilis  parents  came  to  this  country  in 
1853,  and  three  years  later,  in  1856,  his  mother 
died,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  father  died 
in  1869,  surviving  his  faithful  wife  thirteen  years, 
and  both  parents  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  city  ceme¬ 
tery  at  Muscatine.  .  Three  children  survive  them, 


r 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


350 


two  sons  and  a  daughter.  After  landing  in  this 
country  our  subject  gradually  traveled  northward, 
at  length  locating  at  Vandalia,  Ill.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  from  1849  until  1855,  prospering  at  his 
vocation  as  shoemaker,  which  trade  he  had  learned 
in  his  native  land.  The  poor  health  of  his  family 
and  the  death  of  one  of  his  children  induced  him  to 
seek  a  home  in  a  healthier  climate,  and  starting  out 
to  select  a  location  he  finally  chose  the  city  of  Mus¬ 
catine  as  the  scene  of  his  future  labors. 

In  1849  Mr.  Braun warth  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Louisa  Wagner,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Wagner.  She  came  to  this  country  in  1 845,  locat¬ 
ing  at  Vandalia,  Ill.,  and  her  parents  emigrated  to 
America  in  1848.  The  death  of  her  father  occurred 
in  1869,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  her 
mother  died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
leaving  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  By  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braunwarth,  eight  children 
have  been  born,  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  Their 
sons  are  experienced  and  ambitious  shoe  dealers, 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  the  old  firm,  as  the  Red 
Boot  Store.  The  children  have  all  received  good 
educational  advantages,  and  each  of  the  girls  has 
followed  the  profession  of  teaching.  Three  have 
been  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  Iowa  State 
University  and  a  Chicago  Medical  School;  two  of 
them  are  now  practicing  in  this  State  and  the  other 
in  Illinois.  Another  daughter  has  taken  one  course 
of  medical  lectures  at  the  Iowa  State  University, 
and  is  now  Principal  of  the  East  Muscatine  schools, 
and  will  complete  her  course  of  medicine  in  due 
time.  The  youngest,  who  is  Principal  of  a  school 
in  Illinois,  intends  graduating  in  medicine  and  phar¬ 
macy.  Through  patience,  industry,  economy  and 
good  business  ability,  Mr.  Braunwarth  has  made  his 
own  way  in  the  world  and  secured  for  himself  and 
family  a  comfortable  competence. 


’ILLIAM  S.  HILL,  of  the  firm  of  Klepper 


&  Hill,  grocers  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  this  city  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1 853,  and  is  a  son  of  Gen.  Sylvester  G.  and  Martha 
(Dyer)  Hill,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  He  was  educated  in  the  city  schools, 


but  before  finishing  the  course,  when  but  twelve 
years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  of 
page  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  1865,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  four  years.  Returning 
from  Washington  in  1869,  he  resumed  his  studies 
and  qualified  himself  for  the  profession  of  civil 
engineer.  He  was  employed  in  that  line  of  work 
for  two  or  three  years,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
farming  in  Muscatine  County.  The  succeeding  ten 
years  were  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  when 
he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at 
Muscatine,  in  company  with  E.  Klepper. 

Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage  at  Muscatine, 
on  the  23d  of  September,  1880,  with  Miss  Lydia 
Freeman,  daughter  of  Joseph  P.  and  Lydia  Free¬ 
man.  Mrs.  Hill  is  a  native  of  this  city,  and  three 
children  were  born  of  their  union:  Laura  M.,  Jo¬ 
seph  F.  and  Ralph  P.,  all  born  at  Muscatine.  Mr. 
Hill  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  been 
an  active  partisan  in  the  sense  of  office-seeking, 
preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to  business  pur¬ 
suits.  He  is  a  member  of  Eagle  Lodge  No.  10, 
A.  O.  U.  W. ;  of  Muscatine  Camp  No.  106,  M.  W. 
of  A. ;  and  of  Argus  Lodge  No.  17,  I.  L.  of  H.,  all 
of  Muscatine. 


STIGMAS  MEEKER,  residing  on  section  18, 
Seventy-Six  Township,  was  born  in  the 


county  which  still  continues  to  be  his 
home  on  the  17th  of  June,  1845.  His  parents  are 
Jonathan  and  Martha  (Shellabarger)  Meeker,  the 
former  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  They  reared  a  family  of  five  children: 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  W.  Brookhart,  now  living 
in  Muscatine  County;  Margery  Ann,  whose  home 
is  in  Wyoming;  Warren  and  Joseph,  who  reside  in 
Muscatine,  and  Thomas. 

The  education  of  our  subject  received  in  early 
life  was  only  such  as  the  district  schools  afforded, 
but  it  has  been  supplemented  by  subsequent  read¬ 
ing  and  observation.  He  remained  at  home  aiding 
his  father  upon  the  farm  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  The  war  was  then  in  progress,  and  having  at¬ 
tained  sufficient  age  to  enter  the  service  he  enlisted, 
Feb.  22,  1864,  in  the  11th  Iowa  Infantry,  becom¬ 


ing  a  member  of  Company  A.  With  his  regiment 
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lie  was  taken  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  Vicks¬ 
burg,  and  later  engaged  in  the  battle  at  Big  Shanty, 
where  hostilities  were  continued  for  two  weeks. 
Later  he  served  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  from 
May  7  to  July  22,  when  he  was  wounded,  his 
wound  disabling  him  from  duty  for  four  months. 
He  was  also  with  Sherman  on  the  famous  march  to 
the  sea,  and  participated  in  the  battle  at  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C.,  the  last  regular  engagement  of  the 
war.  After  taking  part  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington  he  left  the  capital  city  for  Parkers¬ 
burg,  W.  Va.,  going  by  rail,  and  thence  by  steamer 
to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  received  his  discharge 
July  15,  1805,  and  thence  home  by  rail. 

Immediately  after  his  return  Mr.  Meeker  began 
the  occupation  of  farming.  On  the  13th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1866,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Annabel  Collins,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
Jane  (Irwin-)  Collins,  the  former  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  They  are  both  yet 
living  in  Illinois.  They  had  a  family  of  eight 
children:  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  is  now  living  in 
LaCrosse,  Wis.,  and  is  the  wife  of  Asa  Critchfield; 
Laura  is  now  deceased;  Luella  is  the  wife  of  Mor¬ 
ris  Rippie,  of  Columbus  Junction,  Iowa;  Ida,  who 
wedded  Alexander  Gibson,  of  Chicago,  Ill.;  Will¬ 
iam,  whose  home  is  Fulton,  Ill.;  Edward,  also  re¬ 
siding  in  the  same  city;  and  Eva,  who  is  yet  with 
her  parents  in  Fulton. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meeker  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  a  farm  which  he  rented  of  his  father,  and 
where  they  resided  for  eight  years.  They  then  re¬ 
moved  to  Page  County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  a  rented  farm  for  three  succeed¬ 
ing  years,  after  which  they  returned  to  this  county, 
where  they  have  since  made  their  home  with  the 
exception  of  two  years  spent  in  What  Cheer,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Meeker  now  owns  100  acres  of  land  received 
from  his  father’s  estate,  and  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising.  lie  is  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  any 
enterprise  for  the  welfare  of  his  native  county. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meeker:  Nelson,  who  was  born  Jan.  18,  1868; 
Dayton,  Sept.  13,  1869;  Alta,  Nov.  27,  1871; 
Elmer,  March  21,  1874;  Jennie,  Nov.  18,  1875; 
Harlen,  June  10,  1878;  and  Leslie,  Nov.  28,  1880, 
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all  yet  at  home.  The  parents  and  three  of  the 
children.  Nelson,  Dayton  and  Alta,  are  meihbers  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  We  are  pleased  to 
record  this  brief  sketch  of  Mr.  Meeker  and  his  fam¬ 
ily,  who  hold  a  high  position  in  the  social  world, 
and  are  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 


R.  CHARLES  E.  RUTH,  a  young  and 
prominent  physician  of  Muscatine,  was 
born  in  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  on  the  17th 
of  August,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexan¬ 
der  Ruth,  who  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  iii  1836.  When  twenty  years  of  age  his  father 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Johnson  County, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  1860  he 
wedded  Miss  Sarah  J.  Funk,  a  native  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  born  in  Greene  County,  in  1840.  In  1861, 
at  the  first  call  of  the  President  for  volunteers  to 
serve  three  years,  he  enlisted  in  the  14th  Iowa 
Infantry,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  G,  and 
was  mustered  in  at  Iowa  City.  He  served  in  the 
Indian  War  under  Gen.  Sully,  participating  in  all 
the  engagements  of  his  regiment.  He  was  later 
transferred  to  the  41st  Iowa  Regiment,  and  subse¬ 
quently  became  a  member  of  the  7th  Iowa  Cavalry. 
After  receiving  his  discharge  from  the  service  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  Johnson  County,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruth 
were  blessed  with  a  family  of  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Charles  E.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Oliver  J.,  Carrie  B.  and  Lizzie  J. 

Our  subject  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
schools  of  Iowa  City,  being  graduated  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  Iowa  State  University  on  the 
7th  of  March,  1883.  He  immediately  entered  on 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Atalissa,  Muscatine 
County,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  then 
came  to  the  city  of  Muscatine,  where  he  has  been 
in  active  practice  continuously  since.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical  Societies, 
and  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  is  a 
close  student,  giving  much  attention  to  the  study 
of  his  profession.  He  is  well  informed  in  the 
theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  has  gained  a 
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liberal  patronage,  such  as  many  an  older  doctor 
might  well  be  proud  of. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1883,  Dr.  Iluth  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Aclella  Tautlinger,  an  ac¬ 
complished  young  lady,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Taut¬ 
linger,  of  Johnson  County,  Iowa.  Two  children 
grace  their  union — Verl  Alton  and  Una  Gertrude. 


van* 


LBERT  ADY,  M.  D.,  has  been  practicing 
longer  than  any  physician  in  Muscatine 
"I  j  Con  nty.  lie  was  born  in  Harrison  County, 
(Q^//  Ohio,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1830,  and 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Heberling)  Ad}T, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maryland,  born  in  1800, 
the  latter  born  in  Berkeley  County,  Va.,  in  1  808.  In 
their  younger  days  both  parents  removed  to  Ohio, 
where  they  were  married  in  1828,  and  six  children 
were  born  to  them:  Albert,  of  this  sketch;  Hiram 
H.,  a  resident  of  Santiago,  Cal.;  Henry,  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war,  enlisted  in  the  11th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  and  was  killed  at  Pittsburg  Landing, 
April  6,  1862;  John  H.,  a  resident  of  Greene 
County,  Iowa;  William  D.,  who  enlisted  in  the  1 1th 
Iowa  Infantry  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  receiving  two  wounds,  one  at  the  battle 
of  Pittsburg  Landing  and  the  other  at  the  front  of 
Atlanta,  is  now  a  resident  of  Muscatine,  Iowa; 
Mary  Ann  died  in  1875. 

In  1850,  accompanied  by  his  family,  James  Ady 
came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  entered  land 
and  developed  a  farm.  In  early  life  he  was  an  old- 
line  Whig,  and  a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay, 
but  afterward  he  became  an  Abolitionist  and 
supported  James  Birney.  At  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks,  being  one 
of  its  earnest  supporters  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  1884.  Mrs.  Ady  is  still  living. 

Like  hundreds  of  men  who  have  risen  to  posi¬ 
tions  of  responsibility  and  prominence,  the  Doctor 
received  his  literary  education  in  the  common  dis¬ 
trict  schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
the  office  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Wright,  at  Belmont,  Ohio,  and 
in  1851  attended  lectures  at  Starling  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  but  before  graduating  he  was  forced  to  begin 


practicing  in  order  to  secure  a  livelihood,  and  did 
not  complete  the  regular  course  until  1867,  when  he 
received  his  degree.  In  1 874  he  attended  a  medical 
college,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  the  same 
year.  In  1853  he  came  to  West  Liberty,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  active  practice  for  thirty 
years,  and  in  1883  came  to  Muscatine,  where  he  is 
rapidly  gaining  favor,  havingalready  secured  a  lucra¬ 
tive  business.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  the  Eastern  District  Medical  Society  and  the 
Muscatine  County  Medical  Societj7,  of  which  he 
was  the  first  President.  The  Doctor  was  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Union  cause  and  was  one  of  the 
vigorous  defenders  of  the  administration.  He  gave 
his  whole  soul  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause  and 
was  instrumental  in  raising  a  large  number  of  vol¬ 
unteers.  After  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing  he 
was  sent  to  look  after  the  wounded,  when,  through 
exposure,  he  contracted  typhoid  fever  and  has 
never  fully  regained  his  health. 

Dr.  Ady  was  married  in  West  Liberty  in  1853,  be¬ 
coming  the  husband  of  Miss  Adelaide  Richards, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Richards,  a  native  of  Loudoun 
County,  Va.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union:  Emmett,  a  graduate  of  the  medical  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Iowa  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  is 
now  a  practicing  physician  of  WestLiberty  ;and  Jen¬ 
nie,  who  resides  with  her  parents.  Dr.  Ady  has  been 
eminently  successful  in  his  chosen  profession,  and 
is  held  in  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  by  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Muscatine  County,  while  by  its  pioneers, 
who  shared  with  him  the  disadvantages  and  trials 
of  a  settlement  in  a  new  country,  he  is  held  in  lov¬ 
ing  regard. 

o  o 
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DWARD  B.  PULLIAM,  physician  and  sur¬ 
geon,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  this 
county  on  the  10th  of  March,  1857,  and  is 
a  son  of  Dr.  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Vannatta) 
Fulliam,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  vol¬ 
ume.  He  was  reared  in  Muscatine,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  city  schools,  being  graduated  from 
the  High  School  in  the  class  of  ’78.  He  was  al¬ 
ways  of  a  studious  nature,  and  having  access  to  his 
father’s  library,  soon  became  interested  in  medical  1  r 
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works.  Reading  more,  he  soon  had  a  desire  to  fol¬ 
low  the  practice  of  medicine  as  his  profession,  and 
entered  the  Chicago  Eclectic  Medical  College,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  ’79, 
and  later  attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  in  the  same  city,  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ec¬ 
lectic  Medical  Society  of  Chicago,  and  also  of  the 
Des  Moines  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Fulliam  is  essen¬ 
tially  a  self-made  man,  and  no  person  living  in 
Muscatine  Count}'  to-day  is  entitled  to  greater 
credit  for  raising  himself  from  a  comparatively 
humble  position  to  one  of  eminence  in  his  profes¬ 
sion.  He  is  still  a  student,  as  is  every  first- 
class  member  of  his  profession,  and  keeps  abreast 
of  all  the  latest  discoveries  in  medical  science. 
The  Doctor  is  well  fitted  out  with  a  collection  of 
the  finest  instruments  and  appliances  of  any  phy¬ 
sician  in  the  county.  He  is  at  present  County  and 
City  Physician,  which  position  he  fills  with  credit. 

In  1881  Dr.  Fulliam  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Nyenhuis,  a  daughter  of  Chris  and  Ber- 
menda  Nyenhuis,  early  settlers  of  this  county.  The 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be¬ 
longing  to  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2. 


eHARLES  R.  FOX,  of  the  Musser  Lumber 
Company,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  this  and  the  original  firm  of 
Musser  &  Co.  since  the  organization  of  the  former 
in  1870,  as  partner  and  yard  superintendent,  and 
since  the  building  of  the  company’s  planing-mill 
has  had  charge  of  that  establishment  also.  He  had 
previously  been  associated  with  the  Musser  broth¬ 
ers  since  1859  as  clerk  of  their  lumber  office. 

Mr.  Fox  was  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  26, 


company,  and  served  with  them  until  1870,  when 
he  bought  into  the  business  and  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Musser  &  Co.,  which  was  then  being- 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  building  and  operat¬ 
ing  a  sawmill  and  doing  a  general  lumber  business. 
He  assumed  the  position  of  yard  superintendent, 
which  he  has  now  held  for  eighteen  years.  When 
the  business  was  incorporated  into  a  stock  company 
in  February,  1881,  he  was  one  of  the  incorporators, 
and  the  following  year,  when  the  company  erected 
their  planing-mill,  he  assumed  charge  of  that  estab¬ 
lishment. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  1872,  at  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
Mr.  Fox  and  Miss  Sarah  A.  Eckel  were  united  in 
marriage.  Mrs.  Fox  was  born  at  Tremont,  Pa.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Catherine  (Cressman) 
Eckel,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  that  State;  their 
ancestors  were  Germans,  who  emigrated  to  that  col¬ 
ony  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fox  have  been  born  a  family  of  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Samuel  R.,  born  Nov. 
10,  1873;  Richard  M.,  Dec.  27,  1875;  Charles  El¬ 
mer,  Nov.  29,  1877;  Eva  C.,  March  4,  1880;  Levi 
H.,  Jan.  19,  1883,  and  Blanche  W.,  Jan.  26,  1886. 

Mr.  Fox  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views. 
He  has  been  for  a  number  of  j'ears  prominently 
identified  with  civic  societies,  is  a  member  of  Hawk- 
eye  Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  Washington 
Chapter  No.  4,  R.  A.  M.,and  is  also  a  Knight  Tem¬ 
plar,  and  is  the  present  Eminent  Commander  of  De 
Molay  Commandry  No.  1,  K.  T.,  of  Muscatine.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  substantial  of  Muscatine’s  wor¬ 
thy  citizens,  and  has  borne  his  part  in  building  up 
the  important  industries  with  which  his  name  is  as¬ 
sociated,  and  which  have  done  so  much  to  furnish 
employment  to  many  people,  and  have  disbursed  a 
magnificent  sum  of  money  at  this  point. 


1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Robin¬ 
son)  Fox.  His  father  was  born  in  Schuylkill 
County,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian  family  of  Holland  origin.  His  mother  was 
born  in  Berks  County,  and  was  of  Scotch  and  En¬ 
glish  descent.  Our  subject  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1859,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Iowa  City,  where  he  engaged  as  clerk  with 
R.  Musser  &  Co.,  lumber  dealers.  In  May,  1864, 
he  came  to  Muscatine  in  the  employ  of  the  same  I 
'  - 
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NDREW  COCKSHOOT,  a  leading  farmer 
of  Wilton  Township,  residing  on  section 
17,  wns  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Dec.  22, 
igy  1842,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Luke  Cock- 
shoot,  who  was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  on 
the  22d  of  March,  1801.  He  was  a  son  of  Lawrence 
Cockshoot,  and  in  his  native  land  learned  the  trade 
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of  a  velvet  cutter,  which  occupation  lie  followed 
until  about  the  time  of  his  emigration  to  America. 
In  1832  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Margaret 
Walthew,  and  immediately  afterward,  witli  his 
young  bride,  he  started  for  America.  After  his 
arrival  in  this  country  lie  engaged  for  a  time  as 
clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  then  went  to  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  man  with  whom  he  had  served  his 
apprenticeship  in  England  was  residing. 

The  Cockshoot  family  in  the  old  country  were 
among  the  middle  class  of  people,  and  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  in  early  life.  On  going  to 
Ohio  he  followed  the  profession  of  teaching,  but 
later  returned  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  resided 
for  many  years,  being  there  engaged  as  bookkeeper 
and  general  manager  in  a  glass  factory  for  about 
ten  years.  Later  he  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
that  city,  and  also  acted  as  land  agent,  receiving 
while  in  that  capacity  a  large  number  of  land  war¬ 
rants  from  soldiers  wdio  had  served  in  the  war 
with  Mexico.  In  1856  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  lo¬ 
cated  not  less  than  20,000  acres  of  land  for  differ¬ 
ent  persons,  and  also  secured  for  himself  about  560 
acres,  all  of  which  he  located  in  Wilton  Township. 
Ilis  family  had  accompanied  him  to  Iowa,  where  he 
had  determined  to  make  his  future  home,  and  set¬ 
tled  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  17.  No 
improvements  of  any  importance  had  been  made  on 
this  land  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Cockshoot’s  purchase,  but 
he  devoted  his  time  henceforth  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  and  improved  a  fine  farm,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  June  9,  1879. 

Mr.  Cockshoot  was  a  man  of  much  culture,  and 
was  well  informed  on  all  general  issues  of  the  day. 
Although  an  Englishman  by  birth  and  education, 
and  loving  England  as  the  land  of  his  birth,  he  was 
a  true,  loyal  American  citizen,  a  great  admirer  of 
her  free  institutions  and  a  warm  advocate  of  her 
principles  of  government.  Politically,  he  cast  his 
ballot  with  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously, 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Ilis  wife 
survived  him  several  years,  dying  Aug.  25,  1885. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are:  Mrs. 
Mary  Van  Dyke,  Andrew  and  James  Townley. 

Andrew  Cockshoot  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
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Dec.  22,  1842,  and  there  passed  his  childhood  days, 
coming  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  when  fourteen 
years  of  age.  He  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm  until  1 882,  when  he  left  the  parental 
roof,  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Sweetland  Township,  July 
20,  1858,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  Davis,  who  for 
many  years  resided  in  that  township.  By  their  union 
an  interesting  family  of  three  children  have  been 
born — Dell,  Luke  and  Neil.  In  December,  1883, 
our  subject  removed  to  the  farm  upon  which  lie 
yet  resides,  comprising  180  acres  of  fine  land,  which 
was  originally  a  part  of  his  father’s  estate,  and  is 
highly  cultivated  and  improved.  The  same  year 
he  built  his  fine  residence.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens  of  Wilton 
Township,  and  receives  the  respect  of  all  with  whom 
business  or  social  relations  have  brought  him  in 
contact. 


ENRY  JAYNE,  of  the  law  firm  of  Jayne  & 
Hoffman,  attorneys  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Scott,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa., 
J8J)  Nov.  8,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and 
Catherine  (Gardiner)  Jayne.  His  father,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  town,  was  of  German  and  Welsh 
ancestry.  The  family  settled  in  America  early  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  becoming  residents  of  Long 
Island  in  1716.  On  the  maternal  side  the  family  is 
of  German  origin,  and  settled  in  this  country  prior 
to  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  war  Mr. 
Jayne’s  grandfather  was  a  loyal  soldier. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  in  1854,  the  family  locating  in  Blue  Grass, 
Scott  County,  where  they  resided  until  1856,  and 
then  came  to  Muscatine.  Henry  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  city  schools,  and  in  1869  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  William  F.  Bran- 
nan.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1871,  he  was  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  bar  and  began  practice  at  Muscatine  with 
his  former  preceptor,  their  partnership  terminating 
the  following  year  on  the  .Judge's  election  to  the 
bench.  For  the  three  succeeding  years  Mr.  Jayne 
continued  his  practice  alone,  but  in  August,  1875, 
the  partnership  with  Judge  Brannan  was  renewed, 
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and  in  1882  William  Hoffman  was  admitted  into 
the  firm,  under  the  style  of  Brannan,  Jayne  &  Hoff¬ 
man.  These  gentlemen  enjoyed  an  extensive  prac¬ 
tice,  and  maintained  partnership  relations  until 
1887,  when  Judge  Brannan  was  elected  to  the  bench 
of  the  Seventh  District,  and  withdrew  from  the 
firm.  Messrs.  Jayne  &  Hoffman  still  continne  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  county.  In  addition  to  his  law  practice 
our  subject  is  interested  in  the  Muscatine  Mortgage 
and  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  since  1884,  and  is  also  Secretary  and  General 
Manager,  having  held  the  latter  position  since  Jan. 
1,  1888. 

At  Muscatine,  Iowa,  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1873,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ella 
N.  Reynolds,  daughter  of  William  P.  and  Harriet 
S.  Reynolds.  Mrs.  Jayne  was  born  near  New  Cas¬ 
tle,  Pa.,  and  four  children  grace  their  union:  Ed¬ 
win,  aged  thirteen  years;  William  R.,  aged  nine; 
Howard  and  Arthur,  twins,  aged  four. 

In  his  political  sentiments  our  subject  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  served  six  years  as  Deputy  County  Clerk, 
from  1865  to  1871.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a 
member  of  Hawkeye  Lodge  No.  30,  and  of  Wash¬ 
ington  Chapter  No.  1,  of  Muscatine. 
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)ENJAMIN  CHAMBLISS,  one  of  the  largest 
land-owners  of  Muscatine  County,  was  born 
(H|))|j  in  Greenville  County,  Va.,  July  11,  1807, 
and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Chany  (Clemens) 
Chambliss.  His  paternal  grandfather  had  a  family 
of  twenty-eight  children,  and  Benjamin  was  one 
of  a  family  of  nine,  of  whom  Webster  was  the 
eldest;  M.  A.,  born  in  1822,  is  now  residing  in 
Xenia.  Ohio,  and  for  upward  of  forty  years  past 
has  been  foreman  of  the  Miami  Powder  Mills; 
Elizabeth,  Sarah  and  Martha  are  all  deceased; 
Mary  is  a  resident  of  Virginia,  and  Nancy  L.  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  State. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  receiving  his  education  in  the  subscription 
schools,  and  subsequently  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade.  In  1840  he  left  his  childhood  home  and 
emigrated  to  Marion  County,  Ind.,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  ten  years  working  at  his  trade.  At  the 


expiration  of  that  time  he  continued  his  journey 
westward  to  Muscatine  County,  landing  in  Fulton 
Township  on  the  16th  of  June,  1850.  He  there 
entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  became  a  dealer  in 
real  estate,  steadily  adding  to  his  possessions  by 
thrift  and  enterprise,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
2,600  acres  of  land,  800  in  Muscatine  County,  160 
in  Hancock  County,  Ill.,  and  the  remainder  in 
Otoe  County,  Neb. 

In  1830,  in  Greenville  County,  Va.,  Mr.  Cham¬ 
bliss  was  united  in  marriage  with  Julia  Hill,  who 
was  a  native  of  that  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hill,  who  had  a  family  of  four  children, 
namely:  Catherine,  who  is  now  deceased;  Nathan¬ 
iel,  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Julia,  wife  of  our 
subject;  and  Washington.  Eight  children  were 
born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambliss,  six 
of  whom  are  living:  Virginia,  who  was  born  in  the 
Old  Dominion  in  1831,  is  now  married  and  has  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Benjamin  F.; 
Samantha  E.,  Sylvester  M.,  Charles  A.  (now  de¬ 
ceased),  Jesse  A.,  Nora  S.,  John  J.,  Julia  M.,  Will¬ 
iam  L.,  Hattie  M.  and  Emily  E.  Hester,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Brunell,  lives  in  Nebraska;  Rodgers,  the  third 
child,  is  a  resident  of  Oregon;  Jefferson,  who  wed¬ 
ded  Lizzie  Charter,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  is  now  living- 
on  Muscatine  Island;  Christina  is  the  wife  of  E.  S. 
Smith,  a  resident  of  Nebraska,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing — Alice,  Laura,  Effie,  Walter,  Eddie,  Marsha 
and  Ray;  America  wedded  William  Diffendaffer, 
whose  home  is  in  Nebraska,  and  they  have  four 
children,  two  living,  Orpha  and  Lilly;  Theresa  is 
the  wife  of  Nelson  Henderson,  of  Nebraska,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  four  children — Blanche,  Ed¬ 
die,  Luella  and  Ross.  The  mother  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  was  called  to  her  final  home  Jan.  14,  1884. 
She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  a  kind  and  loving  wife  and  mother, 
and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Her  re¬ 
mains  were  interred  in  a  beautiful  vault  in  Pan- 
Cemetery,  which  is  large  enough  for  six  persons, 
and  is  of  a  most  beautiful  design,  being  lined  upon 
the  inside  with  fine  marble,  while  all  the  cells  are 
air-tight. 

Politically,  Mr.  Chambliss  is  a  Democrat,  but  is 
not  a  strong  partisan,  having  voted  a  number  of 
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times  for  the  man  of  his  choice,  regardless  of  party. 
A  shrewd,  enterprising  man  of  good  business  abil¬ 
ity,  yet  strictly  honest  in  all  his  dealings,  Mr. 
Chambliss  has  been  remarkably  successful  in  his 
business  enterprises,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  citi¬ 
zens  of  Muscatine  County,  known  and  honored 
throughout  the  community.  He  is  one  of  whom 

I  it  may  be  justly  said  that  his  word  is  as  good  as 
his  bond,  and  now  in  his  eighty-second  year,  is 
hale  and  hearty,  and  more  active  than  many  younger 
men.  We  are  pleased  to  have  his  portrait  and 
that  of  his  late  estimable  wife  accompany  this  brief 
sketch. 


]  N.  PURCELL,  a  leading  farmer  of  Sweetland 
l  Township,  residing  on  section  35,  was  born  in 
\  Lawrence  County,  Ind.,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Martha  Purcell,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  the  latter  of  Kentucky.  When  our  subject 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
Scott  County,  Iowa,  where  they  continued  to  reside 
until  1852,  when  the  father  purchased  480  acres  of 
land  in  Muscatine  County,  removing  his  family  to 
that  farm.  His  death  occurred  in  the  month  of 
October,  1866,  his  wife  departing  this  life  Aug.  5, 
1888,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
namely:  George,  Elizabeth,  William  (deceased), 
Thomas,  James,  I.  N.,  Nancy,  Andrew;  Thaddeus, 
who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Atlanta;  Adeline 
and  Caroline. 


On  the  14th  of  August,  1857,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Elizabeth  (Baird)  Hewitt.  By  their 
union  were  born  four  children — Warren,  Isabella, 
Addie  and  Sherman.  The  death  of  the  mother  oc¬ 
curred  in  1872,  and  Mr.  Purcell  was  again  married, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1874,  becoming  the  husband 
of  Henrietta  Betty,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan 
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Betty. 

When  the  War  for  the  Union  broke  out  Mr.  Pur¬ 
cell  responded  to  his  country’s  call  for  troops,  en¬ 
listing  at  Pleasant  Prairie,  Fulton  Township,  in 
Company  B,  35th  Iowa  Infantry.  The  regiment 
went  into  camp  at  Camp  Strong,  on  Muscatine  Isl¬ 
and,  where  they  remained  until  December  15,  at 
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which  time  they  took  the  train  for  Cairo,  Ill. 
Mr.  Purcell  was  engaged  in  doing  garrison  duty 
until  disabled,  when  he  was  discharged  from  the 
service  and  returned  home.  For  his  injuries  he 
receives  a  pension  of  $8  per  month.  His  brother 
William,  who  was  also  in  the  service,  was  wounded 
at  Wilson’s  Creek,  Mo.,  after  which  he  returned 
home,  and  in  a  short  time  recruited  a  company  at 
Muscatine.  He  was  commissioned  Lieutenant  of 
Company  C,  of  the  1st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  went  to 
Keokuk,  going  thence  to  Missouri.  He  was  again 
wounded,  and  returned  home,  remaining  for  about 
four  months,  and  in  the  meantime  recruited  a  com¬ 
pany,  joining  the  16th  Iowa  Infantry.  He  then, 
with  the  regiment,  went  into  camp  near  Davenport, 
but  was  later  ordered  to  the  front,  arriving  just  in 
time  to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  was 
engaged  in  all  the  principal  battles  of  the  regiment 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  discharged, 
but  his  death  occurred  in  1879  from  the  effects  of 
the  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  W  ilson’s  Creek, 
Mo.  Thaddeus,  another  brother,  served  for  three 
months  without  receiving  a  wound,  after  which  he 
returned  home,  enlisting  in  his  brother’s  regiment 
as  a  member  of  Company  C,  1 6th  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  was  in  all  the  engagements  until  the  battle  of 
Atlanta,  where  a  rebel  bullet  ended  his  life.  Thomas, 
who  served  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  of 
the  1 6th  Iowa  Infantry,  was  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  in  Andersonville  Prison  for  about  nine 
months,  suffering  most  inhuman  treatment.  He  is 
now  residing  in  Oregon,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
undertaking  business.  Mr.  I.  N.  Purcell  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a  liberal-minded,  pro¬ 
gressive  man. 
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PRANCIS  M.  BACHELOR,  an  enterprising 
k  and  progressive  farmer,  residing  on  section 
14,  Sweetland  Township,  was  born  in  Davis 
County,  Ind.,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1840.  He 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Bachelor,  who 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely :  Ame¬ 
lia,  Mary  and  Francis.  The  death  of  his  mother 
occurred  in  1840,  and  his  father  departed  this  life 
in  1887,  in  California,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  The  boyhood  days  of  our  sub¬ 
ject  were  spent  in  his  native  county,  but  in  1856, 
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when  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  left  the  parental 
roof,  and  in  company  with  his  grandfather  emi¬ 
grated  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Sweetland  Township, 
Muscatine  County,  where  he  has  since  continued  to 
reside.  Resolving  never  to  be  a  bachelor  except  in 
name,  he  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  27th  of 
December,  1859,  with  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elinor  (Forgg)  Brown,  who  are  old  pio¬ 
neer  settlers  of  Muscatine  County  of  1841,  the  for¬ 
mer  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of 
Tennessee.  Mrs.  Bachelor  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children,  namely: 
James,  Mary,  Catherine,  Margaret  and  Nancy,  but 
only  two  are  now  living,  viz:  James,  who  resides  at 
Washington,  Ind.,  and  Mrs.  Bachelor. 

The  3Toung  people  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
a  farm  owned  by  Mr.  Bachelor’s  aunt,  where  they 
resided  for  two  years,  and  then  removed  to  their 
present  home  on  section  14,  Sweetland  Township. 
To  them  have  been  born  three  children :  Elizabeth 
E.,  born  Nov.  23,  1860,  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Eis,  a  leading  farmer  residing  in  Wilton  Township; 
John  G.,  born  Sept.  19,  1865,  and  Joseph  M.,  May 
19,  1871,  are  both  yet  at  home. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Bachelor  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Democratic  party.  Throughout  his 
life  he  has  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  land,  which  pays  a 
high  tribute  to  his  care  and  cultivation.  He  is 
highly  respected  throughout  the  community  where 
he  resides,  and  is  ranked  among  Muscatine  County’s 
best  citizens. 


ft)  J.  THORNTON,  residing  on  section  15, 
Fruitland  Township,  was  born  in  Guilford 
Count3%  N.  C.,  in  1819,  and  was  the  second 
in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Thornton.  The  parents  were 
also  natives  of  Guilford  County,  and  their  children 
yet  living  are:  Henry,  who  is  married  and  resides 
in  North  Carolina;  Thomas,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Hancock  County,  III,  where  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming;  Elias,  who  is  married  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  his  native  State;  Shubal,  also 
married,  is  a  farmer  of  Bartholomew  County,  Ind.; 


Alfred  is  married,  and  resides  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead ;  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Poe,  is  living  in  North 
Carolina;  Alson,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Muscatine  Island,  was  married  and  came  to  Iowa 
at  an  early  day,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1879, 
after  which  his  widow  was  again  married,  and  now 
resides  in  Kansas.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided  in  his  native 
State  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  His  excellent  wife, 
who  still  survives  him,  resides  on  the  old  homestead 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
State.  After  completing  his  education  he  engaged 
in  teaching,  following  that  profession  for  about  six 
years.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  seven  years  in  North  Carolina,  and 
in  1858  went  to  Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.,  where 
he  again  followed  that  line  of  business.  Fie  later 
engaged  in  farming,  which  he  carried  on  until  1879, 
when  he  came  West,  locating  in  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa.  In  1884  he  jmi’chased  thirt}r-five  acres  of 
land  near  the  city  limits,  and  engaged  in  gardening 
and  fruit  raising,  making  a  specialty  of  growing 
sweet  potatoes.  He  also  owns  fifty  acres  of  land 
on  the  Island,  where  he  first  settled.  His  products 
are  sold  mostly  to  the  home  market,  and  whether 
vegetables  or  fruits,  are  of  the  best  grades  and 
qualitj’. 

At  Fountain  City,  Ind.,  in  1860,  Mr.  Thornton 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Jane  Beard,  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Marian  (Stewart)  Beard,  who  were  also  born  in  the 
same  State.  Her  father  was  a  mechanic,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  his  trade  throughout  his  life.  In  1858  he 
removed  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  employed  in  a 
plow  shop  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about 
twenty  years  ago.  His  wife  survived  him  for  only 
two  years.  The  young  couple  began  their  domes¬ 
tic  life  upon  a  farm  near  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  two  children:  Willis  ard 
Charles,  who  are  both  at  home,  and  assist  their 
father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm. 

In  the  campaign  of  1840  Mr.  Thornton  took  a 
very  active  part,  and  now  casts  his  ballot  with  the 
Republican  party.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 


360 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


Society  of  Friends.  They  are  both  highly  respected 
people  in  the  community  where  they  reside,  and  are 
numbered  among  Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens. 
Mr.  Thornton  is  one  of  the  prominent  fruit  growers 
of  Muscatine  Island,  with  whose  history  he  has 
been  identified  for  several  years.  He  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  Fruitland  Township,  and  is 
prominent  in  the  promotion  of  any  enterprise  which 
has  for  its  object  the  welfare  of  the  community. 


II.  DRAKE,  a  representative  and  progres- 
s*ve  farmeih  residing  on  section  32,  Fruit- 
land  Township,  was  born  in  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1817,  and  is  the  son  of  Timothy  and  De¬ 
borah  (Helms)  Drake,  who  were  also  natives  of 
New  York,  and  pioneer  settlers  of  Orange  County. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided 
in  Orange  County  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1838,  when  about 
fifty-eight  years  of  age.  His  wife  departed  this  life 
Oct.  26,  1833,  in  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  at  the 
age  of  thirty-seven  years.  They  were  both  active 
workers  in  the  church,  and  had  a  family  of  three 
children:  T.  II.,  of  this  sketch;  Gesilah,  widow  of 
William  Dusenberry,  resides  in  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.;  and  Olive  B.,  now  Mrs.  Helms,  of  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Rich¬ 
ard  Drake,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  did  work 
in  that  line  for  Gen.  George  Washington,  while  the 
maternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Helms,  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  as  one  of  Gen.  Washing¬ 
ton’s  body  guards. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  New  York. 
After  the  death  of  his  father  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  some  years, 
engaging  in  that  occupation  at  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
where  some  of  the  buildings  which  he  erected  are 
yet  standing.  He  also  worked  at  his  trade  near 
Janesville,  Wis.,  from  1846  to  1850,  when  he  pur¬ 
chased  some  raw  prairie  land  and  began  its  devel¬ 
opment,  but  soon  sold  his  farm  and  returned  to  his 
native  State.  In  1856  he  once  more  returned  to  the 
West,  this  time  taking  up  his  residence  on  Musca¬ 
tine  Island,  where  he  yet  continues  to  reside.  Pur¬ 


chasing  eighty-five  and  three-fourtli  acres  of  raw 
prairie  land,  he  immediately  began  the  work  of  cul¬ 
tivation  and  improvement,  transforming  the  crude 
soil  into  a  fine  farm. 

Returning  to  New  York  in  1858,  on  the  13th 
day  of  January,  in  Sullivan  County,  the  marriage 
of  T.  H.  Drake  and  Miss  Louisa  Davis  vras  cele¬ 
brated.  The  lady  was  born  in  Orange  County,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Keturah  (Mapes)  Da¬ 
vis,  who  were  natives  of  New  York.  Her  father 
engaged  in  farming  during  his  younger  days,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  Sullivan  County  on  the  7th 
day  of  September,  1865.  Mr.  Davis  departed  this 
life  in  New  York,  in  the  month  of  June,  1875. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  three  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Frederick,  who  is  married, 
and  resides  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  printing-office;  Louis  P.,  husband  of 
Hattie  Shepherd,  is  a  resident  of  Fruitland  Town¬ 
ship;  Theophilus,  the  youngest,  is  still  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Drake  returned  with  his 
young  bride  to  Iowa,  installing  her  as  mistress  of 
his  home  which  he  had  prepared  on  Muscatine  Isl¬ 
and.  He  has  since  continued  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  land,  has  erected  a  comfortable 
residence,  built  a  good  barn,  and  planted  a  great 
many  evergreen  and  other  shade  trees  around  his 
home.  He  has  also  set  out  a  good  orchard,  but 
gives  his  attention  especially  to  the  raising  of 
sweet  potatoes  and  watermelons,  which  are  espe¬ 
cially  adapted  to  that  soil.  He  has  also  given  con¬ 
siderable  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock  in  the 
past.  In  political  affairs  he  takes  an  active  inter¬ 
est,  casting  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party. 
In  1840  he  voted  for  Gen.  William  Henry  Harri¬ 
son,  and  In  1888  cast  his  ballot  for  the  grandson  of 
that  illustrious  gentleman,  the  candidate  at  both 
times  being  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  our  Nation. 
He  has  held  various  local  offices  of  public  trust,  has 
served  as  Township  I  rustee,  holding  that  of h(  r 
when  the  division  was  made.  He  is  also  prominent 
in  the  promotion  of  educational  interests,  having 
served  as  School  Director  for  about  twenty  years, 
and  is  the  present  Road  Commissioner  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  For  about  a  third  of  a  century  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  history  of  Muscatine  County, 
during  which  time  he  has  witnessed  and  partici- 
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pated  in  the  great  changes  which  have  transformed 
its  uncultivated  prairies  into  beautiful  homes  and 
farms,  placing  it  on  a  par  with  the  best  counties  in 
the  State.  He  is  numbered  among  the  best  citizens 
of  the  community,  and  receives  the  highest  respect 
of  all  who  know  him. 


ENRY  FRY,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County  of  a  third  of  century,  now 
residing  on  section  31,  Cedar  Township,  is 
a  native  of  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  born  Jan. 
5,  1814.  Ilis  parents,  George  and  Mary  Fry,  had 
a  family  of  nine  children:  Elizabeth,  Susanna,  John, 
Rebecca,  Henry,  Katy,  Mary,  Tilda  and  Liddie,  but 
whether  all  are  yet  living  our  subject  does  not 
know.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were 
spent  upon  his  father’s  farm,  but  upon  attaining 
his  majority  he  left  home  and  began  working  by 
the  month  for  farmers  in  the  neighborhood.  This 
he  continued  for  four  years,  but  when  twenty-five 
years  of  age  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  mat¬ 
rimony  with  Miss  Mary  Fitzgerald,  after  which  he 
purchased  ninety  acres  of  land  which  formerly  be¬ 
longed  to  his  grandfather’s  estate.  Later  he  rented 
for  a  time,  but  subsequently  purchased  a  farm  of  300 
acres,  which  he  immediately  began  to  cultivate  and 
improve.  Seven  years  were  there  passed,  when  he 
sold  it  at  an  iucrease  of  $500  above  the  price  which 
he  paid,  and  bought  another  farm  the  same  year, 
comprising  about  300  acres,  for  which  he  paid 
$1,700.  Upon  that  farm  he  continued  to  reside  for 
six  years,  when  he  had  an  opportunity  to  sell  for 
$2,500,  which  he  did,  and  then  came  to  Muscatine 
County,  arriving  in  1855,  purchasing  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Cedar  Township,  and  upon  that  tract  he 
made  his  home  for  eight  months,  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  place  of  residence  on  section  31  of 
the  same  township.  He  now  owns  300  acres  of 
laud,  and  carries  on  general  farming,  though  only 
cultivating  about  140  acres  himself,  renting  the  re¬ 
mainder.  He  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  of  cattle  and  hogs,  shipping  from  forty  to 
100  head  of  hogs  annually,  but  his  cattle  sales 
are  not  as  extensive  as  in  former  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fry  are  the  parents  of  fourteen 


children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy:  Noah,  who 

was  born  July  21,  1841,  was  killed  at  Indianapolis, 

Ind.,  in  a  railroad  accident,  which  was  caused  by 

the  collision  of  two  trains,  when  he  was  returnin'*- 

© 

from  the  war;  Josiah,  born  Dec.  4,  1842,  is  a 
resident  of  this  county;  Cyrus, born  June  27,  1844, 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Page  County,  Iowa;  Eliza 
Jane,  born  Feb.  21,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  John  Cedar, 
whose  home  is  in  Cedar  Township;  Franklin,  born 
Aug.  21,  1847,  is  living  in  Cedar  Township;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Joseph  Marsden,  was  born  March  17, 1849, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Muscatine;  Matilda,  wife  of 
Peter  Brookhart,  was  born  Nov.  16,  1850,  and  is 
now  living  in  Cedar  Township;  Harriet,  born  June 
30,  1852,  is  the  wife  of  Alonzo  Epperly,  a  resident 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Mary,  born  Dec.  28,  1853,  wed¬ 
ded  William  Harvey,  of  Cass  County,  Iowa;  Eve, 
born  Sept.  30,  1855,  married  Nicholas  Her  l  ie,  a  resi¬ 
dent  farmer  of  Cedar  Township;  John,  born  Jan.  8, 
1858,  is  living  on  his  father’s  farm;  William  H., 
born  Sept.  23,  1862,  died  May  8,  1864. 

For  over  forty  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fry  have  been 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
have  lived  to  see  their  children  become  useful  and 
honored  members  of  society,  all  of  them  being  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  with  the  exception  of  one.  Mr. 
Iry  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county,  with 
whose  history  he  has  been  identified  for  thirty-four 
years. 

P  UDOLPH  ALTEKRUSE,  residing  on  section 
\^\(  3,  Seventy-Six  Township,  is  one  of  the 

early  settlers  of  Muscatine  County.  He 
^was  born  in  Germany,  in  1813,  and  is  the 
son  of  Jacob  and  Lizzie  (Hally)  Altekruse,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  same  country.  His  father 
was  born  in  1783,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty -nine, 
and  his  mother  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  when 
he  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  though  all  are  now  de¬ 
ceased  with  the  exception  of  Rudolph,  of  this 
sketch. 

On  the  3d  day  of  February,  1837,  Rudolph 
Altekruse  was  united  in  '  marriage  with  Sophia 
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Gerclt  vordermork,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Gerdt 
vordermork,  born  Dec.  9,  1809.  Two  weeks  later, 
having  resolved  to  cast  their  lot  in  America,  the 
young  couple  bade  good-bye  to  friends  and  native 
land,  and  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic.  They  landed 
at  Baltimore  June  24,  1837,  and  shortly  afterward 
Air.  Altekruse  secured  work  by  the  month  as  a 
farm  hand.  lie  continued  in  that  employment  for 
about  four  years,  when,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
he  followed  the  course  of  human  emigration,  and 
landed  in  Muscatine  County  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1841.  Immediately  after  his  arrival  he  purchased 
a  farm  of  120  acres,  eighty  of  which  were  prairie 
land,  and  situated  on  section  3,  Seventy-Six  Town¬ 
ship,  the  remainder  being  timber  land  on  section 
31.  lie  subsequently  purchased  another  120-acre 
tract,  forty  of  which  are  on  section  3,  and  eighty 
acres  on  section  4.  He  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Seventy-Six  Township,  where  he  has  re¬ 
sided  for  almost  half  a  century. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Altekruse  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  though  two  died  in  infancy.  Those  reach¬ 
ing  maturity  were:  Ilenry,  who  was  born  in 
Maryland,  Aug.  8,  1839,  and  now  resides  in  Lake 
Township;  Sophia,  born  in  Maryland,  March  31, 
1838,  is  now  the  Avife  of  Adolph  Gurtz,  a  farmer  of 
Lake  Township;  Rudolph  J.,  born  June  1,  1848,  is 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  father’s  land,  and  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1876,  married  Alice  M.  White, 
their  union  being  graced  by  five  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living — Rosella  M.,  Mamie  A.,  Ida  O., 
Samuel  C.  and  Clark  C.;  Mary  M.,  born  June  17, 
1851,  is  now  the  wife  of  AY.  H.  Chapman,  of  this 
county. 

- - 


RUMAN  COWELL,  proprietor  of  the  Mus¬ 
catine  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Company,  and 
contractor  and  builder  of  waterworks,  has 
been  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  latter 
since  1872.  He  was  born  in  Auburn,  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Nathan  and 
Betsy  (Scofield)  Cowell.  His  father  was  born  in 
New  York  City  in  1797,  and  was  descended  from 
an  old  New  England  family.  His  mother’s  family 
was  also  of  New  England  origin.  Our  subject  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  when 


he  arrived  at  man’s  estate  engaged  in  the  produce 
and  commission  business  in  his  native  city,  continu¬ 
ing  in  that  line  until  1870,  when  he  located  at  Cin- 
cinnati,  Ohio,  Avhere  he  embarked  in  his  present 
business.  During  his  residence  in  Cincinnati  he 
constructed  the  waterworks  at  Martinsburg,  AY.  Ara., 
Owensboro,  Ky.,  and  at  Portsmouth,  Ironton  and 
Kenton,  Ohio.  In  the  year  1873  he  removed  to  Clin¬ 
ton,  IoAva,  where  he  resided  for  two  years,  and 
while  there  built  the  waterworks  at  that  city,  and 
at  Anamosa  and  Lj'ons,  Iowa.  In  1875  our  subject 
located  at  Muscatine,  and  has  ever  since  made  this 
city  his  headquarters.  His  first  work  after  coming 
here  was  the  construction  of  the  Muscatine  AYater- 
works,  after  which  he  built  the  waterworks  at  Os- 
kaloosa,  Keokuk,  Atlantic.  Iowa  City,  Independ¬ 
ence  and  AVest  Liberty,  in  Iowa,  and  at  St.  Jo¬ 
seph,  Mo.  For  the  past  two  years  Mr.  G.  B.  Denison, 
of  the  banking-house  of  G.  A.  Garrettson  &  Co., 
of  Muscatine,  has  been  associated  with  him  as  a 
partner,  during  which  time  they  have  constructed 
waterworks  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,and  AYaterloo  and 
Vinton,  Iowa.  Messrs.  Cowell  &  Denison  are  sole 
owners  of  the  Iowa  City  and  AVaterloo  AYorks, 
which  they  now  eperate,  having  branch  offices  in 
both  cities.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  Mr. 
Cowell’s  operations  have  extended  to  a  number  of 
different  States,  and  it  is  due  to  him  to  say  that  his 
works  have  proved  entirely  satisfactory  in  every 
instance,  and  that  his  proficiency  in  this  important 
industry  is  fast  winning  for  him  a  national  reputa¬ 
tion.  He  became  interested  in  the  Gas  Company 
in  1879,  and  has  since  been  sole  proprietor.  He 
erected  the  electric  light  plant,  of  which  he  is  also 
proprietor,  in  1887. 

Our  subject  is  an  admirer  of  good  horses,  and 
finds  time,  and  has  devoted  considerable  means,  to 
the  gratification  of  his  taste  in  this  direction,  more 
as  a  source  of  pleasure  and  recreation  than  from 
the  profits  accruing  from  his  investments.  He  is  at 
present  the  owner  of  a  number  of  promising  stand¬ 
ard-bred  young  horses,  from  such  celebrated  sires 
as  “AYapsie,”  “Dauntless,”  and  others  of  like  promi¬ 
nence. 

Mr.  Cowell  is  an  active,  energetic  business  man, 
as  his  record  shows,  and  the  list  of  sixteen  cities 
where  he  has  erected  waterworks  suggests  the  ex- 
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tent  and  importance  of  his  operations.  He  is  inde- 

city.  In  March,  1882,  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa, 

pendent  in  politics,  and  has  declined  to  serve  in 

he  married  Miss  Jennie  Connor,  a  native  of  Musca- 

public  office.  Prom [)t,  public-spirited  and  liberal 

tine  County,  and  daughter  of  R.  B.  Connor,  a  na- 

in  his  views,  he  is  such  a  man  as  every  heal  thy  and 

tive  of  New  York.  Her  father  was  a  farmer,  and 

thriving  community  is  proud  to  welcome  as  a  per- 

still  resides  in  Port  Louisa  Township.  Her  mother 

manent  citizen. 

died  when  she  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age.  After 

their  marriage  the  young  couple  settled  on  the  farm 

where  they  now  reside,  and  w’here  he  is  the  owner 

of  320  acres  of  fine  farming  land.  In  addition  to 

HARLES  C.  SPRING,  section  28,  Fruit- 

general  farming  Mr.  Spring  raises  considerable 

ill  land  Township,  was  born  in  1 861 ,  in  the  city 

stock,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888  was  feeding  seventy- 

of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  is  a  son  of  William 

three  head.  In  politics  he  is  not  very  active,  but 

and  Sarah  (Colney)  Spring,  the  former  a  native  of 

votes  with  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Spring  has 

Vermont,  and  the  latter  of  New  Hampshire. 

one  sister  living,  Sadie,  now  Mrs.  Fairbanks,  who 

William  Spring  was  a  railroad  contractor  in  the 

resides  at  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  where  her  husband  is 

East,  and  had  charge  of  the  building  of  the  railroad 

engaged  in  the  drug  trade. 

from  Buffalo  to  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  known 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spring  two  children  have  been 

as  the  New  York  Central  Railroad.  In  the  con- 

born — John  and  Sadie.  The  family  residence  is 

struction  of  the  work  he  had  under  him  many  con- 

about  five  miles  from  the  city  of  Muscatine,  and 

victs  from  the  Sing  Sing  Penitentiary.  In  about 

the  farm  on  which  they  reside  is  one  of  the  best 

1854  he  came  West  and  settled  in  Muscatine,  where 

in  Fruitland  Township. 

he  engaged  in  the  grain  business  in  company  with 

a  Mr.  Blair,  under  the  firm  name  of  Spring  &  Blair. 

In  connection  with  that  business  for  some  years  he 

was  engaged  in  steamboating,  being  instrumental  in 

getting  the  “Wilson  Ferry”  from  St.  Louis  to  Mus- 

APT.  JAMES  M.  JAMISON,  a  resident  of 

catine.  He  had  $1,000  invested  in  the  enterprise, 

(((^  Bloomington  Township,  living  on  section 

and  was  captain  of  the  boat.  He  was  also  engaged 

32,  was  born  in  Bucks  Count}',  Pa.,  in  1839. 

in  railroading  for  some  years,  and  was  well  and 

His  parents  were  James  and  Rebecca  (Strickland) 

favorably  known  in  the  community,  being  an  act- 

Jamison,  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father 

ive  business  man.  In  the  latter  years  of  his  life 

was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  in  1872  left  the  East 

he  owned  considerable  land  in  Muscatine  County. 

and  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  locat- 

In  1876  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  Muscatine  and 

ing  on  the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides. 

seventy-six  acres  in  Louisa  County,  to  which  he 

His  death  occurred  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 

added  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  on  the 

seven  vears,  and  his  wife  is  still  living  at  the  home 

Island  480  acres,  and  640  acres  in  Perkins  County, 

of  her  son  James.  There  were  but  two  children  in 

Neb.,  besides  two  houses  and  lots  on  Sixth  street  in 

that  family,  the  other  child  being  Rebecca  A.,  wife 

Muscatine.  During  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  of 

of  Mr.  Scott,  a  farmer  of  this  county. 

his  life  his  time  was  divided  between  the  city  and 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 

country.  His  death  occurred  in  April,  1888,  at  the 

tive  State,  and  was  there  educated  in  the  district 

age  of  seventy-three  years  and  six  months.  His 

schools.  He  later  engaged  as  clerk  on  a  freight  and 

excellent  wife  still  survives  him,  and  resides  with 

passenger  steamboat  that  plied  between  Philadel- 

a  daughter  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.  In  politics  he  was 

phia  and  Baltimore,  and  in  1864  responded  to  his 

not  very  active,  but  served  as  Alderman  in  Musca- 

country’s  call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Philadelphia 

tine  one  or  two  terms. 

as  a  member  of  Company  G,  174th  Pennsylvania 

Charles  C.  Spring  was  reared  in  the  city  of  Mus- 

Infantry,  for  three  years’  service.  He  was  mus- 

; 

catine,  and  educated  in  the  graded  schools  of  that 

tered  in  as  a  private,  and  participated  in  the  battles 

> 
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of  Blackwater  and  Neuse  River,  after  which  he  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant.  Shortly 
afterward  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain 
of  the  company  in  which  he  enlisted,  and  served  as 
such  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  at  Philadelphia  in  August,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home  Capt.  Jamison  engaged 
in  farm  labor  until  1869,  when  he  came  west  to 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  Some  years  later,  in 
1876,  his  father  purchased  125  acres  of  improved 
land  on  section  32,  where  his  son  now  resides,  his 
farm  only  being  about  three  miles  from  Muscatine. 
Capt.  Jamison  has  made  many  improvements  since 
that  time,  and  now  has  one  of  the  most  linely  culti¬ 
vated  farms  in  the  county.  He  takes  quite  an  act¬ 
ive  interest  in  political  affairs,  voting  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  the  present  Road  Super¬ 
visor  of  his  township.  He  also  holds  the  position  of 
Secretary  of  the  School  Board.  Socially,  Mr.  Jami¬ 
son  is  a  member  of  Shelby  Norman  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Muscatine;  Ilawkeye  Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Bristol  Lodge  No. 
25.  of  Bristol,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  one  of  the  oldest 
lodges  in  the  State.  Our  subject  is  a  leading  farmer 
of  Bloomington  Township,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
by  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations  have 
brought  him  in  contact. 


“RED  S.  PHELPS,  a  pioneer  of  Muscatine  of 

PI  842,  was  born  in  Hartford  County,  town 
of  Simsbury,  Conn.,  Dec.  17,  1809,  and  is  a 
son  of  Ozias  and  Clarissa  (Goddard)  Phelps.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  until  seventeen  3rears  of  age, 
when  he  traveled  as  a  peddler  of  brass  clocks  and 
Yankee  notions,  following  that  business  in  the  East 
for  five  years,  when  he  went  South  and  spent  eight 
years  in  the  clock  business  and  in  merchandising, 
making  headquarters  at  Natchez,  Miss.  In  1842 
he  came  to  Muscatine  and  engaged  in  merchandis¬ 
ing.  Later  he  opened  a  livery  stable,  and  was  in 
that  business  eighteen  or  twenty  years.  He  was  also 
in  the  lumber  business  two  years  in  company  with 
Mr.  Brannan.  Several  years  since  he  fitted  up  a 
photograph  gallery  for  his  adopted  son,  Joseph  P., 


and  later  lias  fitted  up  other  galleries  which  he  has 
leased. 

Our  subject  was  married  at  Natchez,  Miss.,  June 
4,  1835,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Paul,  a  sister  of  his 
brother’s  wife,  and  a  native  of  Natchez.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phelps  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but  adopted 
and  reared  their  nephews,  Joseph  and  Charles  F. 
They  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  three  years 
ago,  and  both  are  still  hale  and  hearty.  Our  sub¬ 
ject  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  served  two 
years  on  the  City  Council,  and  one  year  as  Assessor. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  Muscatine  for  upward  of 
forty-six  years,  and  is  highly  respected  as  a  worthy 
citizen  and  an  upright  man. 


I E R MAN N  SCHMIDT,  junior  partner  of  the 
firm  of  G.  Schmidt  A  Bro.,  book-binders, 
and  dealers  in  books,  stationery,  music  and 
sjjgjj;  musical  instruments,  at  Muscatine,  was  born 
in  Nassau,  Germany,  Nov.  11,  1843,  and  is  a  son 
of  Christian  and  Cliristiane  (Pfaff)  Schmidt,  lie 
attended  school  in  his  native  country  until  1854, 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  the 
family  settling  at  Muscatine,  where  our  subject 
first  learned  the  book-binder’s  trade,  and  later  that 
of  a  cigar  manufacturer.  In  the  month  of  August, 

1862,  he  responded  to  the  country’s  call  for  troops, 
enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  35th  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  served  in  that  company  until  October, 

1863,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  band  and  ap¬ 
pointed  principal  musician,  in  which  position  he 
served  until  August,  1865.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  was  mustered  out,  and  immediately  returned 
to  Muscatine.  At  once  joining  his  brother  Gus¬ 
tav  in  the  book-binding  business,  for  seventeen 
years  he  worked  at  the  bench.  In  1871  they 
added  books,  stationery  and  music  to  their  business, 
and  later  bought  a  supply  of  musical  instruments. 
For  the  past  four  years  our  subject  has  had  charge 
of  the  book-keeping  and  the  sale  of  the  musical 
instruments,  their  business  having  increased  to  that 
extent  that  these  branches  occupy  his  entire  time. 

On  Oct.  17,  1868,  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Schmidt  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cather¬ 
ine  Iloehl,  a  daughter  of  J.  G.  Hoehl,  a  native  of 
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Bavaria,  Germany.  By  their  union  eight  children 
were  born,  six  sons  and  two  daughters:  Ernst, 
Amalie  and  Julius  are  all  musicians;  Adolph  died 
at  the  age  of  six  years;  Carl  and  Eddie  are  the  next 
younger;  Bertha,  the  second  daughter,  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  months,  and  Hermann  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family.  Mr.  Schmidt  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
but  was  formerly  a  Republican.  lie  is  a  member 
of  Shelby  Norman  Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of 
the  Turner  Society,  also  of  the  Knights  of  Honor. 
He  is  a  prominent  musician,  possessing  great  talent, 
and  is  a  member  of  Eichhoff’s  City  Cornet  Band, 
in  which  he  plays  the  tenor  horn  or  baritone,  and 
double  bass  in  the  orchestra.  He  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  that  band  for  twenty-nine  years,  and 
is  the  only  one  left  of  the  original  members  who 
still  plays  in  it.  His  family  inherited  a  talent  for 
music  from  their  father,  and  are  developing  marked 
musical  ability,  being  quite  proficient  in  the  use  of 
various  instruments.  Mr.  Schmidt  and  three  of  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Musical  Union  of 
Muscatine. 


pill  F.  TICE,  a  representative  farmer  of  Bloom- 
ington  Township,  residing  on  section  21, 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Md.,  in 
1821.  His  parents,  John  A.  and  Anna  Eliza 
(Stoner)  Tice,  who  were  also  natives  of  Maryland, 
had  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  he  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth.  His  father  was  a  miller 
by  trade,  and  emigrated  to  Indiana  in  1829,  settling 
on  a  farm  in  Wayne  Count}',  where  he  made  his 
home  until  1848,  and  thence  removed  to  Louisa 
County,  Iowa.  Residing  in  Grandview  Township, 
near  the  present  town  of  Letts,  he  there  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Louisa 
County  in  1855.  His  excellent  wife  survived  him 
for  about  four  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1859. 
Mr.  Tice  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a 
prominent  and  leading  citizen  of  Louisa  County. 

Our  subject  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  upon 
the  farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Indiana.  In  1 848  he  removed  to  Louisa 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 


1854,  when  he  came  to  Muscatine  County,  and  in 
1858  removed  to  a  farm  in  Goshen  Township,  which 
he  rented  for  about  seven  years.  He  then  made 
his  first  purchase  of  land,  consisting  of  112  acres 
known  as  Overman’s  Ferry,  which  was  nearly  all 
improved.  For  over  thirty  years  he  had  charge  of 
the  ferry,  and  also  operated  the  farm.  To  the 
original  purchase  he  has  added  until  he  now  owns 
320  acres  of  fine  arable  land  in  Goshen  Township, 
all  under  cultivation  and  well  improved.  In  1881 
he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land 
in  Bloomington  Township,  only  one  mile  from  the 
corporation  limits  of  Muscatine,  upon  which  he  now 
resides.  To  a  great  extent  he  has  retired  from  act¬ 
ive  duties  of  life,  yet  still  raises  considerable  stock. 

In  1850,  in  Muscatine,  Mr.  Tice  married  Miss 
Rebecca  Desbro,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  a  daughter 
of  Jesse  Desbro,  who,  with  his  wife,  was  born  in 
New  York,  butsettled  in  Illinois,  near  East  St.  Louis, 
at  an  early  day,  the  father  there  engaging  in  farming. 
In  1850  they  settled  in  Muscatine  County  on  the 
Island,  where  both  died  several  years  ago.  After 
their  marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm,  and  to  them  were  born  six 
children  :  Ann  Eliza,  now  Mrs.  Silvey,  resides  in  Kan¬ 
sas;  William  is  married,  and  lives  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead;  Martha  Rebecca,  wife  of  Hiram  Devore,  is 
living  in  Dakota;  John  is  married,  and  resides  in  Jas¬ 
per  County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Jerry  Devore, 
is  a  resident  of  Dakota;  Josephine  makes  her  home 
in  Muscatine.  In  1869  our  subject  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife.  In  1880,  in  Muscatine 
County,  he  was  again  married,  becoming  the  hus¬ 
band  of  Nancy  Wymer,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  a 
daughter  of  Matthias  and  Hannah  (Baughman) 
Wymer,  who  were  born  in  Ohio.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1840,  settling  in 
Cedar  County,  in  the  Peedee  settlement,  where  he 
purchased  land  of  the  Government  and  developed 
a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  until  his  death  in  1841. 
Many  long  years  his  wife  survived  him,  her  death 
occurring  in  1885,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two 
years.  By  the  second  union  of  our  subject  three 
children  have  been  born:  Franklin,  Sarah  and  Mar¬ 
gie,  who  are  all  yet  at  home.  In  his  political  senti¬ 
ments  the  father  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  vari¬ 
ous  township  offices,  and  has  served  as  County 
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Supervisor.  He  is  one  of  the  self-made  man  of 
Muscatine  County,  having  gained  all  that  he  has  by 
his  own  efforts  of  industry  and  frugality,  persever¬ 
ance  and  industry.  lie  is  well  known  throughout 
the  community  where  he  resides,  and  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances.  Fine  portraits  of  this  worthy  couple  are 
herewith  presented  to  the  patrons  of  this  Album. 


ONES  COUCH,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Mus- 
///\l\  catine  County,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Reading, 
Conn.,  March  26,  1803,  and  came  West 
among  the  first  pioneers  who  settled  in  this 
locality,  of  which  he  became  a  resident  in  1836,  and 
at  his  death  was  the  oldest  resident  with  the  pos¬ 
sible  exception  of  Suel  Foster,  whose  sketch  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  In  the  original 
records  of  Bloomington,  as  an  abstract  of  the  first 
election,  held  at  the  house  of  R.  C.  Kinney,  May  6, 
1839,  shows,  Moses  Couch  was  elected  Recorder,  re¬ 
ceiving  twenty-nine  of  the  thirty-nine  votes  polled. 
Subsequently  lie  was  appointed  City  Treasurer,  but 
those,  however,  were  not  the  days  when  offices 
were  sought  for  their  emoluments.  He  was  also 
elected  to  the  office  of  Probate  Judge,  in  which  he 
served  with  honor  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  constituents.  Mr.  Couch  was  the  first  person 
to  ornament  that  part  of  the  city  now  known  as  the 
“  Hill  ”  with  a  fine  residence.  At  that  time  he  had 
to  clear  off  the  brush  before  he  could  erect  his 
house,  but  now  some  of  the  most  beautiful  resi¬ 
dences  in  Muscatine  are  built  thereon.  The  life  of 
Mr.  Couch  was  not  an  eventful  one.  He  lived 
quietly  and  peacefully  with  all,  a  kind  friend,  an 


accommodating  neighbor  and  a  good  citizen.  His 


heart  overflowed  with  sympathy  for  those  in  dis¬ 
tress  or  need,  and  many  a  poor  man  has  cause  to 
remember  him  as  a  benefactor.  Cheerful,  compan¬ 
ionable  and  hospitable,  he  had  perhaps  more  friends 
and  fewer  enemies  than  any  man  in  the  community. 
Religiously,  he  was  a  firm  and  conscientious  Epis¬ 
copalian,  and  politically,  he  was  a  stalwart  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 

On  the  1 7th  day  of  January,  1830,  Mr.  Couch 
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was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Plum, 
daughter  of  Benona  and  Deborah  (Tryon)  Plum, 
natives  of  Connecticut,  a  most  amiable  lady,  who 
came  to  the  wilds  of  the  West  to  share  with  her 
husband  the  hardships  and  trials  of  pioneer  life. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couch  lived  together  as  man  and 
wife  for  nearly  half  a  century  until  separated  by 
death.  They  had  no  children  of  their  own,  but 
had  an  adopted  son,  Edward,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  to  respond  to  the  country’s  call  for  troops,  en¬ 
listing  in  the  1st  Iowa  Infantry,  and  afterward  in 
the  lltli  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  with  honor. 
He  was  mustered  in  as  a  private,  but  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Couch  occurred  Sept.  23, 1879, 
and  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Old  Settlers’  Society 
the  following  resolutions  of  respect  were  passed: 

“Whereas,  In  the  Providence  of  God  and  by  the 
laws  of  human  life,  Moses  Couch,  a  prominent  and 
beloved  member  of  the  band  of  old  settlers,  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Sept.  23,  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years, 

u  Resolved,  That  we  bear  testimony  that  his  life  of 
more  than  forty  years  among  us  has  not  been  use¬ 
less  and  in  vain,  but  that  of  kindness,  usefulness 
and  industry,  in  establishing  this  city  and  county 
upon  the  sure  foundation  of  Christianity  and  true 
Republican  form  of  government,  and  as  to  his  early 
settlement  here,  we  with  gratitude  acknowledge  his 
many  privations,  services,  his  kindness  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  and  to  him  and  Mrs.  Couch  many  sincere, 
heartfelt  thanks  are  due  and  hereby  offered. 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  old  settlers  be  requested  to  at¬ 
tend  the  funeral  in  procession. 

“ Resolved ,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
handed  to  the  widow  and  family,  and  to  the  city 
papers  for  publication.” 


lERNHARD  BEIL,  of  the  firm  of  Mobs  &  Co., 
gunsmiths  and  dealers  in  guns,  pistols  and 
sportsman’s  supplies,  is  a  native  of  Hesse- 
Cassel,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  June 
28, 1827.  His  parents  were  Jacob  and  Anna  Cath¬ 
erine  (Baehr)  Beil,  with  whom  lie  came  to  America 
in  the  year  1832,  locating  in  Crawford  County, 
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Ohio,  where  his  father  died.  Three  years  after 
coming  to  this  country  Bernhard  became  a  resident 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  July 
3,  1845,  when,  in  company  with  Henry  Molis,  with 
whom  he  learned  the  gunsmith’s  trade,  he  came  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa.  He  continued  with  Mr.  Molis  as 
an  employe  until  1852,  when  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  that  gentleman  under  the  firm  name  of 
II.  Molis  &  Co.,  and  that  connection  continued  un¬ 
til  Mr.  Molis’  death,  in  March,  1884,  since  which 
time  the  business  has  been  carried  on  under  the  old 
firm  name,  Henry  Molis.  Jr.,  representing  the  Molis 
estate. 

In  1853  Mr.  Beil  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Anna  C.  Wiegand,  their  union  being  celebrated  in 
Muscatine.  The  lady  is  a.  native  of  Hesse-Cassel, 
Germany,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  two  sons  and  two  daughters:  Henry  L.,  born 
Nov.  7,  1853,  died  May  7,  1855;  Mary  A.,  born 
April  19,  1855,  was  united  in  marriage,  April  22, 
1875.  with  Edward  Barnard,  of  Muscatine,  and  died 
May  1,  1877;  Helena  A.,  born  in  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
in  1861;  William  B.,  born  in  Muscatine  in  1867. 
Mr.  Beil  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  has  never 
been  an  active  politician,  though  he  served  some 
years  as  Township  Trustee  in  the  early  days  of  the 
county.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  has  been  connected  with  the  order  since  the 
early  history  of  his  lodge,  Muscatine  Lodge  No.  5. 
For  seventeen  years  he  has  served  as  Treasurer, 
and  is  a  consistent  and  active  member  of  the  society. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  they  have  belonged 
since  their  youth.  For  forty-three  years  Mr.  Beil 
has  been  permanently  identified  with  the  gunsmith 
business  of  this  city,  and  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  as  an  expert  workman,  a  conscientious  busi¬ 
ness  man,  and  a  most  worthy  citizen. 


ON.  JEROME  CARSKADDAN,  an  early 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Muscatine 
bar,  was  born  near  Seneca  Falls,  Seneca 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  6th  of  November,  1829. 
His  parents,  Harvey  and  Susan  (Barker)  Carskad- 
dan,  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  His 


father  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Robert  Carskad- 
dan,  who  was  a  pioneer  settler  and  large  land-owner 
at  Newburg,  on  the  Hudson,  in  the  early  Colonial 
times.  His  mother  was  descended  from  an  old  New 
England  family,  her  ancestors  having  emigrated 
from  England  to  the  American  Colonies  in  the  days 
of  the  early  Puritans. 

Jerome  Carskaddan  received  a  liberal  education 
in  his  youth.  He  attended  Hamilton  College  at 
Clinton.  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from  that  in¬ 
stitution  in  the  class  of  ’51,  after  which  he  entered 
upon  the  study  of  law  at  Oneida,  Madison  Co., 
N.  Y.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  general 
term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  held  in  Delaware  County  in  the  spring  of 
1853.  The  same  year  he  came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
and  in  company  with  T.  M.  Williams  bought  out 
the  Democrat  Enquirer ,  which  he  edited  and  pub¬ 
lished  about  two  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  E.  H.  Thayer.  That 
connection  continued  until  Mr.  Thayer  was  elected 
County  Judge,  in  1857.  Mr.  Carskaddan  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  the  same  year,  was 
re-elected  and  served  two  terms.  In  1861  he  was 
the  choice  of  the  people  for  County  Judge,  which 
office  he  held  until  June,  1864,  when  lie  resigned. 
On  the  1st  of  December,  1863,  he  formed  a  law 
partnership  with  DeWitt  C.  Richman  (late  Judge 
of  the  Circuit  Court),  under  the  firm  name  of  Rich- 
man  &  Carskaddan.  This  proved  one  of  the  most 
successful  law  firms  in  Eastern  Iowa,  and  secured  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  They  continued  busi¬ 
ness  together  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  or  until 
the  election  of  Judge  Richman  to  the  bench.  Their 
business  and  social  relations  were  exceptionally 
pleasant,  and  each  of  these  worthy  gentlemen  still 
cherishes  for  the  other  the  warmest  sentiments  of 
respect  and  esteem.  Since  1878  Judge  Carskad¬ 
dan  has  pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession 
alone. 

May  1,  1854,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Marilla  Brown,  a  daughter  of  Clark 
Brown,  of  Morrisville,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.  Two 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  The  son,  Paul,  a  bright  and  promising 
youth  of  fifteen  years,  was  drowned  in  the  Mus¬ 
catine  Slough,  while  skating  in  company  with  a 
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schoolmate  about  his  own  age,  William  Robertson, 
a  son  of  Ur.  Robertson.  The  boys  had  started  down 
the  slough  below  Musserville,  and  were  separated 
from  their  companions  by  a  curve  of  the  shore. 
While  the  ice  was  generally  safe,  the}'  seemed  to 
have  skated  onto  a  small  circular  space,  where,  by 
the  action  of  a  warm  spring,  the  ice  was  very  thin, 
and  both  were  drowned  without  attracting  atten¬ 
tion,  as  there  were  none  within  sight  or  hearing  of 
them.  Paul  was  born  April  14,  1861,  and  was 
drowned  Nov.  27,  1875.  The  daughter,  Miss  Ger¬ 
trude,  and  her  mother  are  members  of  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church. 

Judge  Carskaddan  is  an  earnest  Republican  in 
politics,  and  joined  that  party  at  the  time  of  its 
organization,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for  Fremont 
and  Dayton  in  1856,  and  he  has  continued  to  sup¬ 
port  and  vote  with  that  party  to  this  date.  In 
1863,  on  forming  his  partnership  with  Judge  Rich- 
man,  they  were  appointed  attorneys  for  the  Chicago 
&  Rock  Island  Railway  Company,  and  held  that 
position  during  their  connection  in  business.  Since 
1878  Mr.  Carskaddan  has  held  that  position  indi¬ 
vidually.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern, 
of  which  he  is  local  attorney.  When  the  Mus¬ 
catine  Waterworks  Company  was  organized  he  was 
chosen  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors,  and 
was  elected  Secretary,  which  position  he  has  held 
continuously  since. 

Our  subject  has  won  a  foremost  place  in  the  bar 
of  Iowa,  and  is  recognized  as  a  leading  lawyer  in 
the  State.  Socially,  and  in  business,  he  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  for  his  high  order  of  talent  and 
many  excellencies  of  character. 
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BRAIIAM  SMALLEY,  capitalist  and  dealer 
in  real  estate,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born 
ID  near  Boundbrook,  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.,  Oct. 
24,  1815,  and  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and 
Rhoda  (Shepherd)  Smalley.  In  1816,  when  yet  an 
infant,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  a  farm  near 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  the  days  of  his  childhood 
were  spent  until  he  attained  his  fourteenth  year, 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Carthage,  Hamilton 


Co.,  Ohio,  then  a  small  village,  where  they  engaged 
in  keeping  hotel  and  post-oflice,  the  duties  of  Post¬ 
master  being  performed  by  Abraham.  A  few  years 
later  his  father  opened  a  general  store,  and  Abraham 


also  had  the  management  of  that  business  for  a  few 


years.  In  the  month  of  August,  1838,  he  left  the 
Buckeye  State  and  emigrated  to  what  was  then  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  and  purchased  a  claim  for  his 
father’s  family  in  the  township  of  Bloomington, 
Muscatine  County.  On  the  18th  of  April  of  the 
following  year  the  family  arrived  in  Iowa,  landing 
at  Bloomington,  now  the  city  of  Muscatine,  but 
soon  after  their  arrival  the  father’s  health  failed,  and 
on  the  3d  of  August,  1839,  he  was  called  to  his 
final  rest.  From  that  time  the  care  of  the  family 
devolved  upon  Abraham,  he  having  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  affairs  for  several  years. 

In  1 843  our  subject  began  the  manufacture  of 
fanniug-mills  and  plows  at  Muscatine,  and  after¬ 
ward  put  up  a  windmill  at  the  corner  of  Third  and 
Cherry  streets,  where  he  manufactured  sash,  doors 
and  blinds.  He  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  cultivators  on  a  large  scale  for  those  times,  mak¬ 
ing  over  500  machines  annually.  These  were  hauled 
into  the  country  and  sold  from  wagons,  as  were  the 
fanning-mills.  Until  1855  Mr.  Smalley  continued 
in  that  line  of  business,  when  he  sold  out  and  be¬ 
gan  dealing  in  real  estate.  The  following  year, 
with  Green  &  Stone  and  Jacob  Butler,  he  laid  out 
South  Muscatine,  and  subsequently  laid  out  Mus¬ 
serville,  which  now  forms  a  part  of  that  city,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  second  addition  to  South  Muscatine. 
He  held  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  County 
Commissioners  when  Iowa  was  a  Territory,  and 
served  three  years  on  the  School  Board. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1850,  Mr.  Smalley  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sieha  W.  Nichols, 
daughter  of  Peter  Nichols,  of  Henderson  County, 
Ill.  Three  children  were  born  unto  them — David, 
Imogene  and  George  W.  After  ten  happy  years 
of  married  life,  the  death  of  the  mother  occurred 
April  27,  1 860,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  three 
months  and  twenty-nine  days.  David,  the  eldest 
son,  died  May  2,  1866,  aged  fourteen  years,  nine 
months  and  eleven  days,  and  Imogene  E.  died  May 
7,  1873,  aged  twenty  years,  one  month  and  fifteen 
days.  Mr.  Smalley  was  again  married,  June  6, 
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1861,  becoming  the  husband  of  Miss  Eliza  E. 
Mathis,  a  daughter  of  Micajah  and  Ann  (Gamnge) 
Mathis.  She  was  born  in  Burlington  County,  N. 
J.,  July  27,  1826,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1858.  Two 
children  were  born  of  the  second  union  :  Esther  May, 
who  is  now  at  home,  and  Harry  E.,  now  at  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Smalley  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Muscatine,  and  has  done  much 
toward  building  up  and  improving  the  town.  His 
peculiar  plan  of  selling  real  estate  on  terms  so  easy 
that  any  poor  man  with  reasonable  industry  and 
frugality  can  secure  himself  a  home  and  not  feel 
the  burden,  has  led  to  the  building  of  hundreds  of 
houses  in  Lower  Muscatine  and  Musserville,  and 
while  the  owners  have  secured  their  property  on 
easy  terms  Mr.  Smalley  has  also  profited  by  the  in¬ 
vestment. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Smalley  was  a  Democrat  in  poli¬ 
tics,  but  on  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party 
he  joined  its  ranks,  having  always  been  opposed  to 
the  institution  of  slavery,  and  in  1  860  was  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  A.  Lincoln,  and  has  since  continued  to 
support  that  party.  In  religious  sentiment  he  is 
liberal,  believing  more  in  an  honest,  upright  life 
than  the  strict  adherence  to  any  creed  or  dogma.  . 


TEPHEN  WHICHER,  deceased,  an  emi¬ 
nent  lawyer  and  distinguished  pioneer  of 
Muscatine,  was  born  at  Rochester,  Vt.,  on 
the  4th  of  May,  1798,  and  was  the  son  of 
Stephen  and  Esther  (Emerson)  Whicher,  who  were 
of  English  origin.  He  was  the  second  child  of  a 
family  of  fourteen,  and  had  but  limited  educational 
advantages,  which  disadvantage  was  overcome  b}r 
self-culture  and  studious  habits.  In  his  youth  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
when  eighteen  years  old  he  went  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  received  additional  schooling,  and  later 
became  a  teacher.  He  was  employed  in  that  voca¬ 
tion  near  Lexington  for  a  time,  and  then  entered 
upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Henry  Clay 
and  his  partner  in  the  city  of  Lexington,  the  part¬ 
ner  being  his  preceptor. 

In  1826  in  that  city  Mr.  Whicher  and  Miss  Mary 
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Eliza  Venable  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
was  born  at  Lexington,  Va.,  and  was  descended 
from  an  old  Virginian  family,  and  her  death  oc¬ 
curred  May  2,  1880.  Shortly  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Whicher  removed  to  Indiana,  and  settled  at 
Vevay.  He  pursued  his  law'  studies  at  Lawrence- 
burg  under  the  direction  of  Amos  Lane,  a  promi¬ 
nent  lawyer  of  that  city,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Dayton,  Ohio, 
where  he  pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
1839,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  settled  at  Musca¬ 
tine,  then  a  hamlet  known  as  Bloomington.  He 
here  found  but  two  practicing  attorneys,  S.  C. 
Hastings  and  J.  Scott  Richman,  both  since  promi¬ 
nent  on  the  bench.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  subsequently 
became  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  Iowa,  and  later  the 
first  Chief  Justice  of  California,  was  his  especial 
friend.  They  rode  the  circuit  together,  and  were 
usually  pitted  against  each  other  in  the  course  of 
their  professional  business,  and  both  developed 
remarkable  ability,  winning  the  highest  honors  in 
the  courts  of  the  Territory  and  State.  Judge  Hast¬ 
ings,  who  has  since  achieved  a  National  reputation, 
takes  pleasure  in  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of 
admiration  and  respect  of  his  departed  friend, 
Judge  Whicher,  saying  that  he  was  a  talented  and 
eminent  lawyer,  the  peer  of  any  in  Iowa;  that  he 
was  remarkable  as  a  special  pleader,  and  was  an 
acknowledged  leader  at  the  bar;  that  he  wTas  a  man 
of  rugged  honesty  and  integrity,  upright  and  stead¬ 
fast  in  his  devotion  to  duty,  and  commanded  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  determination 
and  great  force  of  character;  when  once  embarked 
in  a  cause  he  never  relaxed  his  efforts  or  swerved 
from  his  direct  purpose  until  the  end  was  reached. 
Naturally  nervous  and  sensitive,  he  had  his  emo¬ 
tional  nature  under  complete  control,  and  for  this 
reason  was  sometimes  thought  cold  and  unsympa¬ 
thetic,  while  the  reverse  was  true.  To  his  friends 
he  was  cordial  and  most  entertaining  in  social  con¬ 
verse.  He  had  been  a  deep  and  thorough  student, 
and  possessed  mental  faculties  of  a  high  order.  His 
knowledge  of  the  law  was  wide  in  its  scope  and 
accurate  in  its  conclusions,  and  his  opinions  were 
always  quoted  with  confidence.  At  the  time  of  the 
celebrated  Missouri  War,  Mr.  Whicher  was  ap-  '  f 
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pointed  by  Gov.  Lucas  as  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  meet  the  Missouri  commissioners,  with  a  view  to 
a  peaceable  settlement  of  the  difficulty.  He  and  his 
colleagues  accomplished  their  purpose  by  signing 
articles  binding  both  sides  to  submit  the  dispute 
to  arbitration  in  the  National  Congress.  This  deli¬ 
cate  mission  was  accomplished  while  bodies  of 
armed  men  on  both  sides  were  marching  toward 
the  border  to  engage  in  mortal  combat. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whicher  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters:  Patterson 
V.,  the  eldest,  a  physician  by  profession,  married 
Rosa  Dasshell,  and  resided  in  Louisiana,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1867  ;  Harriet  L.  married  Charles 
Crown,  a  resident  of  Cincinnati;  Francis,  also  a 
physician,  died  in  New  Orleans  in  1861;  Stephen 
E.,  who  wedded  Ann  II.  Meason,  is  engaged  in  real- 
estate  business  at  Muscatine;  Margaret  Esther  died 
in  childhood,  and  two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Whicher  was  a  member  of  the  order  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  belonging  to  Iowa  Lodge 
No.  2,  Muscatine.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig  in 
political  sentiment,  and  retained  his  connection 
with  that  party  until  its  dissolution.  In  1848  he 
served  as  United  States  District  Attorney  for  the 
State  of  Iowa.  When  the  first  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  was  effected  at  Muscatine,  he 
signed  the  constitution  which  was  brought  to  him 
while  sick  at  home.  Ilis  death  occurred  Feb.  13, 
1856,  and  was  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances. 


/ffSs  HARLES  A.  CURTIS,  a  leading  carpenter 
(( and  builder  of  Wilton,  Iowa,  and  a  gallant 
soldier  in  the  War  for  the  Union,  was  born 
in  Noble  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  4,  1845.  His  pater¬ 
nal  grandfather  was  Daniel  Curtis,  and  his  mater- 
nal  grandfather,  Eleazer  Spooner,  a  native  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  His  parents  were  J.  F.  and  Anna 
(Spooner)  Curtis,  the  former  born  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  but  reared  in  Ohio,  to  which  State  his  parents 
removed  when  he  was  a  child;  the  latter  born  in 
Noble  County,  Ohio,  descended  from  an  old  New 
England  family.  For  many  years  the  parents  re¬ 
sided  in  Noble  County,  but  finally  removed  to 
<•  . .  ■  —  — 


Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  where  the}r  resided  until 
called  from  this  world. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farm¬ 
ing,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  In  1862,  desiring  to  enter  the  service,  as 
the  State  of  Ohio  was  organizing  no  new  regiments, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  II,  2d  Battalion  of  the  18th 
Regiment,  United  States  Infantry.  With  his  com¬ 
mand  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Munfordville, 
Ky.,  Sept.  14  and  16,  1862,  and  on  the  17th  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  forces  under  the  Confederate 
General,  Bragg,  was  paroled  the  following  day  and 
exchanged  December  19.  Rejoining  his  regiment 
at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  he  was  with  it  at  Hoover’s 
Gap,  June  26,  1863;  Chickamauga,  September  19, 

20  and  21  ;  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  Nov. 

25,  1863,  together  with  the  battles  of  Buzzard’s 
Roost,  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw  Mount¬ 
ain,  Smyrna  Church,  Peachtree  Creek,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  engagements  before  Atlanta,  and  the  battle  of 
Jonesboro,  Sept.  I,  186  4,  whence  the  regiment  went 
to  Lookout  Mountain,  where  it  was  stationed  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Notwithstanding  the  many 
severe  battles  in  which  our  subject  was  engaged, 
he  was  never  wounded  nor  was  he  absent  from  duty 
at  any  time  except  while  under  parole.  For  three 
months  he  was  absent  from  his  regiment,  having 
been  detailed  to  assist  in  manning  Battery  II  of 
the  5th  Regular  Artillery. 

For  a  year  following  the  close  of  the  war  our 
subject  engaged  in  cabinet  and  boiler  making  in 
Ohio,  and  in  August,  1866,  went  to  Macon,  Ill., 
where  he  engaged  in  carpenter  work.  In  July, 
1867,  he  went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  in  August 
of  the  same  year  removed  to  Wilton.  The  follow¬ 
ing  winter  he  attended  school  at  the  academy  at 
this  place,  and  from  1868  for  a  number  of  years 
was  variously  engaged  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  going  first  to  Texas,  thence  returning  to 
Muscatine  County,  next  proceeding  to  Beatrice, 
Neb.,  then  south  to  Bigelow,  Mo.,  after  which  he  went 
to  his  old  home  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  whence 
he  returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and 
engaged  in  railroading.  The  winter  of  1871-72 
was  spent  in  the  pineries  of  Wisconsin  on  the  Black 
River,  and  the  following  spring  he  went  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  going  hence  to  Brainerd,  Minn.,  the  sue-  '  ' 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


1 


eeeding  autumn.  Shortly  afterward  he  accom¬ 
panied  a  surveying  party  through  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  State,  and  spent  the  winter  in  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  a  logging  company  in  Todd  County,  Minn. 
In  the  spring  of  1873  he  engaged  in  log  driving  on 
the  Upper  Mississippi  River,  and  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  worked  on  a  raft-boat,  having  his  headquarters 
at  LaCrosse,  Wis.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  shipped 
on  the  steamer  “Mountain  Belle,”  and  made  a  trip 
to  New  Orleans,  but  spent  the  succeeding  winter  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.  Returning  to  LaCrosse  in  the 
spring,  he  again  engaged  in  rafting,  but  left  the 
river  about  the  24th  of  May,  and  returned  to  Wil¬ 
ton,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  carpenter¬ 
ing  and  building,  and  for  three  and  a  half  years  of 
the  time  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  & 
Rock  Island  Railroad  Company7,  for  which  he  worked 
at  bridge  building  and  general  carpenter  work. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1876,  at  Wilton,  Iowa, 
our  subject  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri¬ 
mony  with  Miss  Lola  Lawrence,  a  daughter  of  Sal¬ 
mon  L.  Lawrence,  of  that  city.  They  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children — Hattie  A.,  Annie  I.,  Vernon 
L.  and  Walter  N.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  Henry  Sibert  Post  No.  250,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Wilton;  of  Pulaski  Lodge  No.  107,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  of  Wilton  Collegium  No.  65,  V.  A.  S.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Wilton,  and  are  highly  esteemed  in  the 
community7  w'here  they  reside.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  City7  Council,  having  been  elected  in  March, 
1889. 


EDWARD  F.  HOAG,  a  representative  and 
prominent  farmer  residing  on  section  8, 
i  Sweetland  Township,  was  born  July  5,  1853, 
in  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  Mass.  With  his  parents, 
Enoch  and  Laura  W.  (Foster)  Hoag,  he  came  to 
Iowa,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship  in  1854.  He  left  home  in  1870,  and  went  to 
Lawrence,  Kan.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  service  for  eight  years,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Muscatine  County7,  Iowa. 

At  Longanoxie,  Leavenworth  Co.,  Kan.,  in  the 
month  of  April,  1877,  Mr.  Hoag  led  to  the  mar¬ 
- - 
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riage  altar  Miss  Elina  C.  King,  daughter  of  Ezra 
and  Eunice  (Street)  King.  By  their  union  four 
children  have  been  born,  all  of  whom  are  livino-; 
Charles  S.,  who  was  born  May  9,  1878;  Laura  E., 
Sept.  16,  1879;  Walter  E.,  Aug.  30,  1882,  and 
Frances  W.,  Aug.  18, 1887.  Mr.  Hoag  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
belong  to  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Sweet¬ 
land  Township.  They  have  always  been  active  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  are  num¬ 
bered  among  Muscatine  County’s  best  citizens. 
Politically,  he  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  but  favors  the  strict  enforcement  of 
the  prohibitory  law.  With  the  exception  of  the 
eight  years  spent  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  Mr.  Hoag  has 
engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  entire  life.  He 
is  now  the  owner  of  140  acres  of  land  on  section 
8,  Sweetland  Township,  which  is  well  cultivated 
and  improved,  and  everything  about  the  place  de¬ 
notes  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

- ft. 


jr==x>REDERICK  II.  LITTLE,  M.  D.,  one  of  the 
prominent  practicing  physicians  of  Musca- 
/ik  tine,  was  born  in  this  city7  on  the  3d  day7  of 
December,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  J.  G.  H.  and  Anna 
R.  (Zigler)  Little.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Orange  County7,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  this  county  in 
1851;  the  mother  was  born  in  Butler  County7,  Pa., 
and  emigrated  to  Muscatine  in  1840.  Our  subject 
received  a  liberal  literary  education,  and  choosing 
the  study7  of  medicine  as  his  life  wrork,  entered  the 
office  of  Dr.  W.  S.  Robertson  when  twenty7  yrnars 
of  age,  reading  medicine  with  him  for  three  y7ears. 
In  the  meantime  he  commenced  a  graded  course  at 
the  medical  department  of  the  Iowa  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  being  graduated  in  the  class  of  ’79  with  high 
honors.  The  commencement  exercises  occurred  on 
the  5th  day7  of  March,  Dr.  Little  delivering  the  vale¬ 
dictory7.  He  immediately  entered  upon  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  in  Muscatine,  and  has  now 
prosecuted  it  for  almost  ten  years  with  good  suc¬ 
cess.  having  gained  a  reputation  for  skill  and 
efficiency7  of  which  many7  an  older  doctor  might 
well  be  proud.  He  is  a  member  of  the  £ 
Medical  Society,  the  Eastern  District  Medical 
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ciety,  of  which  he  has  served  as  President,  and  the 
Society  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Muscatine 
County,  of  which  he  was  President  in  1886.  He 
filled  the  office  of  Health  Officer  from  1880  to  1883, 


discharging  his  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 


the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

On  the  3d  day  of  January,  1884,  Dr.  Little  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Josephine  Marsh, 
their  union  being  celebrated  in  Coldwater,  Mich. 
This  lady  was  born  Feb.  2,  1859,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  F.  1).  Marsh,  a  prominent  merchant  of 
Coldwater.  Her  death  occurred  Sept.  16,  1888. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  a 
lady  highly  esteemed  for  her  many  excellencies  of 
character. 

Dr.  Little  is  surgeon  of  the  2d  Regiment,  I.  N. 
CL,  with  the  rank  of  Major.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias  of  Musca¬ 
tine.  He  holds  high  rank  as  a  citizen  of  this 
county,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life,  and 
though  a  young  man  is  an  honor  to  the  profession 
he  has  chosen,  and  bids  fair  to  gain  prominence  in 
the  medical  world. 


A  RS.  MARY  C.  HARDMAN  was  horn  in 


Richmond,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio,  May  3, 
1831,  and  was  the  third  child  born  to  Dr. 
William  and  Mary  P.  Farmer,  who  were 
prominent  citizens  of  Salineville,  Columbiana 
Co.,  Ohio,  for  many  years.  Both  parents  were 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  were  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all.  The  Doctor’s  people 
were  very  strict  in  the  belief,  and  in  order  to  re¬ 
move  their  children  from  the  evil  influences  of 
slavery,  to  which  they  were  bitterly  opposed,  re¬ 
moved  from  their  home  in  Georgia,  and  at  an  early 
day  became  residents  of  Ohio,  which  was  then  an 
almost  unbroken  wilderness.  William  chose  the 
practice  of  medicine  as  his  profession  and  gained 
an  extensive  practice,  yet  still  found  time  to  per¬ 
form  many  acts  of  charity  and  kindness.  His 
home  was  the  abode  of  hospitality,  and  for  many 
years  was  known  as  the  headquarters  for  temper¬ 
ance  workers.  Previous  to  the  war  it  was  a  station 


on  the  famous  “underground  railroad,”  and  often  as 
many  as  twenty-five  slaves  at  one  time  have  found 
shelter  and  protection  beneath  his  roof  while  on 
their  way  to  freedom.  During  the  day-time  they 
were  cared  for  by  the  Doctor  and  his  wife,  and 
when  night  came  were  taken  to  the  next  station. 
At  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years  Dr.  Farmer  was 
suddenly  stricken  down  with  heart  disease,  dying 
in  the  beautiful  town  of  New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  of 
which  he  had  been  a  resident  for  only  a  year.  His 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  a  celebrated  physician, 
Isaac  Parker,  a  successful  practitioner  of  Mt.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Ohio,  whose  wife  was  Sarah  Peal,  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  celebrated  Peal  family  of  En¬ 
gland.  Mrs.  Farmer  was  a  remarkable  woman  in 
many  respects.  Like  her  parents  she  had  a  long 
and  eventful  life,  and  was  truly  a  helpmate  to  her 
husband,  assisting  in  all  his  kindly  actions.  After 
his  death  she  removed  to  Iowa,  where  she  made 
her  home  with  her  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Hardman, 
of  Muscatine,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Hoey,  of  Clarence, 
Iowa.  At  the  home  of  the  latter,  where  she  was 
visiting  at  the  time,  her  death  occurred  Oct.  15, 
1886,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two,  and  she  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  pleasant  village  cemetery  of  Clarence. 

When  a  little  girl  of  five  summers,  Mrs.  Hard¬ 
man  removed  with  her  parents  to  Salineville, 
Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio,  and  there  her  girlhood 
days  were  spent  in  her  parents’  beautiful  home. 
During  the  most  exciting  days  of  our  history  her 
heroic  nature  manifested  itself  in  her  unceasing 
efforts  in  assisting  the  slaves,  many  of  whom  had 
been  hunted  by  bloodhounds,  or  by  unhuman 
wretches  far  worse,  on  their  way  to  Canada  and 
freedom.  At  her  home  were  entertained  from 
time  to  time  such  notable  workers  in  the  cause  of 
freedom  as  Benjamin  Lundy,  Theodore  Parker,  S. 
S.  Foster,  Parker  Pillsbury,  Abbie  Kelley,  So¬ 
journer  Truth  and  Frederick  Douglass,  the  latter 
having  received  material  aid  to  buy  his  freedom  ; 
also  Lovejoy,  who  gave  his  life  in  defense  of  the 
cause;  and  there  too  his  bereaved  widow  made  her 
home  for  a  time  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
the  Friends’  Seminary  and  Prof.  Jenkins’  Academy 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio.  In  1851  she  became  the 
wife  of  Dr.  J.  Hardman,  and  four  years  later  they 
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removed  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  which  for  thirty-four 
years  has  been  their  home.  Here  they  have  reared 
an  interesting  family  of  three  children  :  Eva  D., 
the  eldest,  is  now  the  wife  of  S.  S.  Morehouse,  an 
insurance  and  real-estate  agent  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; 
Joe  F.,  who  is  single,  is  a  partner  with  his  father  in 
the  practice  of  dentistry;  Mae  E.  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  E.  Barber,  superintendent  of  the  Armour 
Packing  House  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Two  children, 
Ida  and  Willie  P.,  died  in  infancy. 

In  the  year  1857  Mrs.  M.  C.  Hardman  united 
with  the  Congregational  Church  at  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
and  remains  a  member  of  that  church.  She  has  a 
wide  sympattry  with  all  true  Christian  workers, 
always  performing  her  charities  in  a  quiet  way, 
endeavoring  to  follow  the  Golden  Rule  in  all  her 
dealings  with  others,  ever  depending  on  the  Author 
of  all  good  for  a  reward. 


0N-  SAMUEL  TYLER  CTIESEBRO,  a  re¬ 
tired  farmer,  and  a  prominent  and  influential 
citizen  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Saratoga 
j^)  County,  N.  Y.,  June  26,  1817.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Henry  and  Hannah  (Burnett)  Chesebro, 
and  to  them  were  born  eleven  children,  five  sons 
and  six  daughters,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 
Thomas,  John,  Edwin,  Charles,  Sarah  N.  and  Maria 
are  all  now  deceased;  Hugh  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Pike  Township,  and  Mortimer  is  engaged  in  fruit¬ 
growing  in  Florida.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  Henry  Chesebro,  father  of  our  subject,  served 
his  country  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  New  York  State,  and  took  a 
prominent  part  in  political  affairs.  He  and  his 
wife  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  died  in  Warren  County,  N.  Y. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  High  School 
of  Washington  County,  N.  Y.  Remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  until  attaining  bis  majority,  he  then 
taught  school  during  the  following  winter,  after 
which  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner. 
About  that  time  the  first  railroad  had  been  con¬ 


structed,  and  on  the  15th  of  September,  1838,  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  6  and  7  P.  M.,  Mr.  Chesebro 
boarded  the  train,  which  was  one  of  the  first  drawn 
by  a  locomotive,  and  about  daybreak  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  reached  Utica,  having  traveled  a  distance  of 
110  miles.  From  that  city  he  proceeded  to  Buffalo, 
from  whence  he  continued  his  journey  to  Jackson, 
Miss.,  remaining  in  the  South  until  1841,  when  he 
came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa.  His  cash  capital  then 
consisted  of  only  $1 10,  but  be  immediately  began 
working  at  his  trade,  and  soon  afterward  pur¬ 
chased  a  small  farm  of  eighty  acres,  forty  of  which 
was  timber,  and  the  remainder  prairie  land,  paying 
for  the  same  in  carpenter  work.  In  this  lowly  way 
he  began  life  in  Muscatine  County,  but  by  his  hon¬ 
est  efforts  of  industry  and  perseverance  has  become 
one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens.  By  subsequent  pur¬ 
chase  he  has  added  to  his  original  farm  until  he 
now  owns  240  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land. 

In  1842  Mr.  Chesebro  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Amy  A.  Barnes,  who  was  born  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  in  1824,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Enos 
and  Charlotte  (Bagly)  Barnes,  who  were  natives  of 
Vermont,  and  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1839.  By  their 
union  four  children  have  been  born,  but  only  two 
are  now  living:  Charles  E.,  who  wedded  Miss  Mary 
E.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  William  Clark,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  banker  of  West  Liberty,  Iowa;  Elsie,  wife  of 
A.  A.  Ball,  of  the  firm  of  A.  A.  Ball  &  Co.,  of 
West  Liberty,  of  which  our  subject  is  the  company. 

Since  1841  Mr.  Chesebro  has  been  identified  with 
the  history  of  Muscatine  County,  and  has  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  the  promotion  of  its  leading  en¬ 
terprises  and  in  the  advancement  of  its  interests. 
In  1885  he  was  nominated  by  his  fellow-citizens  for 
the  office  of  State  Senator  of  the  Twentieth  Dis¬ 
trict,  comprising  Muscatine  and  Louisa  Counties, 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  when  the  result  of 
the  election  was  announced  it  was  found  that  he 
was  the  popular  candidate  of  the  people,  having 
been  elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  To  every 
question  that  comes  up  before  the  Senate  he  gives 
careful  consideration,  casting  his  ballot  for  what 
he  believes  will  be  for  the  best  interest  to  the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  people.  His  course  has  been  such  as  to 
win  the  respect  of  even  those  who  are  bis  political 
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enemies,  and  receives  the  hearty  indorsement  of  his 
constituents.  Throughout  the  State  he  is  known 
as  an  honorable,  upright  man,  and  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  regard  by  all  with  whom  business  or  social 
relations  have  brought  him  in  contact.  Portraits  of 
Mr.  Chesebro  and  his  estimable  wife  are  given  upon 
an  accompanying  page. 


LLEN  BROOMHALL,  of  the  firm  of 


Broomhall  &  Kemble,  attorneys-at-law  and 


real  estate,  loan  'and  exchange  brokers,  of 


4 


Muscatine,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
was  born  in  Belmont  County,  May  26,  1834.  His 
parents  were  James  and  Rebecca  (Bond)  Broom¬ 
hall,  who  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
The  Broomhall  family  is  of  English  origin,  the 
founders  having  settled  in  Chester  County,  Pa., 
soon  after  the  landing  of  William  Penn,  where  a 
large  colony  of  the  descendants  are  still  to  be  found. 
Our  subject  traces  his  descent  from  Enos,  son  of 
John  and  Jane  Broomhall,  who  was  born  in  May, 
1758,  and  married  Phoebe,  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Sarah  House.  She  was  born  July  7,  1770,  and  died 
Aug.  3,  1836.  Enos  Broomhall  died  Sept.  22, 
1808. 

James  Broomhall,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  June  22,  1796,  and 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
in  1808.  He  there  married  Rebecca  Bond,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  April  15,  1797,  and  was 
descended  from  Quaker  ancestry  of  the  original 
Penn  colony.  Her  death  occurred  April  21,  1858, 
and  James  Broomhall  died  May  15,  1837,  leaving 
four  children,  namely:  Elihu,  who  was  born  Jan. 
1,  1827,  and  died  March  12,  1885;  Elizabeth, 
Feb.  20,  1829;  Olinda,  Oct.  21,  1830;  Allen  is  the 
youngest,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  An  heir¬ 
loom  ,  very  highly  praised,  which  has  descended 
from  father  to  son  for  the  last  200  years,  being 
now  in  the  possession  of  our  subject,  is  a  huge 
tome  of  William  Penn’s  Sermons,  bearing  date  of 
1650. 

Allen  Broomhall  received  his  primary  education 
in  the  log  school-house  of  his  native  town,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  took  a  course  in  the  classical  institute  at 


Barnesville,  Belmont  Co.,  Ohio.  In  1856  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Iowa,  and  located  at  West  Liberty, 
Muscatine  County,  where  he  purchased  some  wild 
land,  which  he  improved  and  divided  into  farms. 
During  the  following  winter,  1856-57,  he  taught 
the  school  at  West  Liberty,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1857  he  removed  to  Atalissa,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  and  other  enterprises.  In  the 
meantime  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the 
direction  of  the  Hon.  J.  Carskaddan,  of  Muscatine, 
which  he  pursued  as  he  found  leisure,  and  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1861,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In  1859  he 
was  appointed  agent  at  Atalissa  for  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  A  Pacific  Railroad,  which  position  he 
held  about  five  years,  discharging  the  duties  much 
of  the  time  by  deputy,  however.  He  removed  to 
Muscatine  in  November,  1863,  and  has  continued 
to  make  that  city  his  place  of  residence  until  the 


present  time,  1889.  During  the  late  war,  though 


circumstances  did  not  admit  of  his  entering  the 
army,  Mr.  Broomhall  was  an  earnest  supporter  of 
the  war  measures  of  the  administration,  and  was 
active  in  advancing  the  sanitary  interests  of  the 
army.  In  1865  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1866,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  and  regularly 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Musca¬ 
tine.  He  had  previously  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  Hon.  D.  C.  Cloud,  which  was  continued  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  over  nine  years.  In  1873  Mr.  Broom¬ 
hall  began  to  devote  considerable  attention  to  real 
estate  and  loan  brokerage,  and  in  1875  formed  a 
law  partnership  with  Judge  Scott  Richman,  the 
latter  to  reside  in  Davenport,  and  their  business 
relations  were  continued  until  February,  1877. 

The  important  subject  of  popular  education  has 
been  one  that  has  long  excited  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Broomhall.  He  was  a  warm  advocate  of  improved 
school  facilities,  higher  standards  of  scholarships, 
and  better  wages  for  teachers.  For  several  years 
he  agitated  the  subject  of  the  erection  of  a  new 
High  School  building  for  Muscatine,  and  upon  that 
issue,  in  1873,  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Muscatine  School  Board.  In  1874,  the  law  having 
been  changed,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  three  years,  and  was  by  that 
body  annually  elected  President  of  the  board  dur- 
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ing  his  term.  In  1877  he  was  again  elected  a 
director  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  new  board  was  again  elected  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  was  re-elected  to  that  position  for  the 
succeeding  years  of  his  service  in  that  body.  The 
city  of  Muscatine  regards  the  President  of  its 
School  Board  as  occupying  the  most  honorable 
and  important  office  in  its  gift,  and  it  is  because 
Mr.  Broomhall  has  so  honored  and  exalted  the 
office  that  it  now  reflects  so  much  of  its  luster  upon 
him. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Harriet  Fowler,  daughter  of  Leven  and 
Juliet  Fowler,  who  was  born  at  Barnesville,  Ohio, 
June  11,  1836.  Four  children  were  born  of  their 
union:  Ella,  born  May  14,  1859,  is  now  the  wife 
of  George  M.  Titus,  of  Muscatine,  a  partner  of  the 
law  firm  of  Titus  &  Jackson;  Harriet,  born  Nov. 
11,  1860,  died  Aug.  2,  1862;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct. 
19,  1862,  is  the  wife  of  William  T.  Sharp,  of  St. 
Louis;  Mary  Rebecca,  born  Sept.  17,  1866,  resides 
in  Chicago.  Mrs.  Broomhall’s  death  occurred  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1876,  and  Mr.  Broomhall 
was  again  married  at  Muscatine,  on  the  11th  of 
November,  1879,  to  Miss  Eliza  B.  Meason,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Hon.  George  and  Mary  (Ewing)  Meason, 
and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  Dec.  27,  1850. 
Their  children  are:  Allen,  born  Nov.  21,  1880; 
Eliza,  April  18,  1883;  and  Anna,  Dec.  20,  1884; 
all  born  in  Muscatine. 

The  parents  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  take  an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of 
religion.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  was  a  member  of  Ionic  Lodge  No. 
99,  of  Atalissa,  Iowa,  and  for  five  years  was  Master 
of  the  lodge.  He  demitted,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  Royal  Arch  Chapter  No.  4,  of  Muscatine,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Muscatine  Lodge  No. 
99.  In  politics  Mr.  Broomhall  was  originally  an 
anti-slavery  man,  his  views  being  consistent  with 
his  early  religious  training  in  the  Society  of  Friends. 
His  first  vote  was  cast  in  1856  for  Fremont  and 
Dayton,  the  first  nominees  of  the  Republican  party 
for  President  and  Vice  President,  and  he  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  vote  with  that  part}7  ever  since.  He  has 
never  been  ambitious  of  holding  office,  but  has  pre- 
y  ferred  to  devote  his  attention  to  the  practice  of  his 
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profession.  He  became  a  stockholder  and  director 
in  the  Hershey  Lumber  Company  in  1877,  and 
continued  that  connection  until  1885,  when  he  re¬ 
signed  and  sold  his  stock,  and  organized  the  Iowa 
Mortgage  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in 
September,  1883.  He  was  chosen  President  of  the 
company,  and  maintained  his  connection  with  it 
until  the  fall  of  1885,  when  he  resigned  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  stock.  That  same  year  he  formed  the 
existing  partnership  with  John  M.  Kemble,  since 
which  time  their  business  has  become  quite  ex¬ 
tensive,  and  extends  throughout  Iowa.  Mr.  Broom¬ 
hall  has  now  been  in  business  in  Iowa  as  an  attor¬ 
ney,  real-estate  and  loan  broker  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  during  the  time  has 
formed  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the 
State.  His  course  has  been  uniformly  fair  and  up¬ 
right,  and  his  business  and  social  record  pure  and 
clean.  Industrious  and  methodical  in  habit,  he  is  a 
close  observer  of  details,  and  eminently  conservative 
and  safe.  In  manner  he  is  courteous  and  dignified, 
and  impresses  the  observer  as  a  man  who  is  con¬ 
scious  of  the  rectitude  of  his  character,  and  sure  of 
deserving  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens. 


BRAHAM  RICHMAN,  a  prominent  pioneer 
of  1845,  and  a  leading  farmer  of  Sweet- 
land  Township,  residing  on  section  29,  was 
born  in  Somerset,  Ohio,  March  18,  1822, 
and  is  a  son  of  Evert  and  Mary  (Scott)  Richman, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  vol¬ 
ume.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
receiving  a  common-school  education,  which  has 
been  largely  supplemented  by  observation  and 
subsequent  study.  In  1845  he  emigrated  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Cedar  County,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  1850.  The  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  attracting  his  attention,  he  resolved  to  make 
a  trip  to  that  State,  and  crossed  the  plains  to  Ore¬ 
gon,  from  there  by  team  to  Portland,  completing 
the  trip  to  California  by  water.  For  about  four 
years  he  remained  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  Iowa  home,  coming  by  way  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  New  York  City. 
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In  1859  Mr.  Richman  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Susan  Dolson,  a  daughter  of  Wallace 
and  Susan  Dolson,  who  were  natives  of  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  emigrated  to  Schuyler  County, 
Ill.,  in  1837,  residing  there  until  1851,  when  they 
became  residents  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa. 
Three  children  have  been  born  of  their  union: 
Wallace  Clinton,  a  medical  student  in  a  homeopathic 
medical  college  of  Chicago:  Prof.  Ebert  Scott,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural 
College  at  Ames,  is  now  a  professor  in  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Industrial  University  at  Fayetteville,  Ark.;  and 
Mar 3'  S.,  who  is  a  student  of  the  Iowa  State  Agri¬ 
cultural  College  at  Ames. 

Mr.  Richman  removed  to  his  present  home  in 
Sweetland  Township  in  1870,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  a  man  of 
marked  individuality  of  character,  possessing  more 
than  ordinary  ability  and  energy,  intensely  actuated 
at  all  times  by  truth,  right  and  justice,  affection, 
benevolence  and  kindness,  which,  based  upon  a 
foundation  of  charity,  enable  him  to  accomplish 
much  good  in  this  life,  and  to  gain  in  a  high  de¬ 
gree  the  esteem,  friendship  and  love  of  a  wide  cir¬ 
cle  of  acquaintances.  Politically,  Mr.  Richman 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
sought  public  office,  believing  that  the  office  should 
seek  the  man,  and  not  the  man  seek  the  office.  Mrs. 
Richman  was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  faith,  and 
is  a  member  of  that  church,  in  which  her  family 
also  worships. 


ENRY  WATERMAN  MOORE,  Muscatine’s 
V  pioneer  hardware  merchant,  was  born  in 
Gardiner,  Kennebec  Co.,  Me.,  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1818,  and  is  of  English  descent. 
The  history  of  the  Moore  family  in  America  dates 
back  to  1 G39,  when  John  Moore  and  his  wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  emigrated  from  Barchamstead,  Hertfordshire, 
England,  and  with  their  four  children  settled  in 
the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  in  Sudbury,  Middle¬ 
sex  County.  Some  land  was  assigned  him  in  1639 
and  1640,  and  a  few  3’ears  later,  in  1642  and  1645, 
he  purchased  the  farms  owned  by  Edmund  Rice 
and  John  Stone  of  the  town.  The  sixth  child  of 


John  and  Elizabeth  Moore,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Sud¬ 
bury,  Nov.  28,  1645,  and  was  there  married,  resid¬ 
ing  in  his  native  town  until  his  death  in  1690. 
Richard,  the  second  son  of  his  marriage,  was  born 
Sept.  12,  1671,  and  he  with  his  wife  and  family  re¬ 
moved  to  Oxford,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  about  the 
year  1711.  He  was  the  first  Town  Clerk  of  Oxford, 
and  one  of  the  first  Selectmen,  holding  the  former 
office  at  various  times  for  a  period  of  ten  years, 
and  the  latter  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  also  Mod¬ 
erator  and  Town  Treasurer  for  several  3’ears,  and 
in  1721  was  chosen  Representative,  the  first  man 
from  that  town  to  represent  the  district  in  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly.  For  many  years  he  was  a  licensed 
inn-holder,  and  his  third  son,  Elijah,  who  was  born 
March  14,  1702,  succeeded  him  as  inn-holder,  be- 
ino-  licensed  from  1734  to  1759.  He  also  was  a 
Selectman  for  several  years.  His  wife  was  Dorothy 
Darned,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Larned,  who, 
with  his  brother  Isaac,  founded  the  town  of  Oxford 
in  1713. 

Ebenezer,  the  fourth  son  of  Elijah  and  Dorothy 
Moore,  was  born  Sept.  7,  1751,  and  soon  after  at¬ 
taining  his  majority  followed  his  cousin,  Nathan 
Moore,  to  the  town  of  Vassalboro,  in  what  was 
then  the  Province  of  Maine.  He  settled  at  Brown’s 
Corners,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  shortly 
afterward  married  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Moore.  He  held  various  offices  in  Vassalboro, 
including  that  of  Selectman,  and  was  prominent  in 
town  affairs  from  1776  to  1800.  He  also  acted  as 
steward  for  Gov.  James  Bowdoin,  of  Massachusetts, 
who  owned  much  land  in  the  Province.  His  sec¬ 
ond  son,  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  Vassalboro,  Oct. 
7,  1777,  and  went  to  Gardiner,  Kennebec  Co.,  Me., 
in  1800.  Four  years  later  the  Gardiner  Militia  Com¬ 
pany  was  divided  and  a  new  company  was  formed,  in 
which  Mr.  Moore  served  seven  years  as  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant.  In  1814  the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged 
was  called  into  active  service  to  resist  a  threatened 
invasion  by  the  British  near  the  mouth  of  Sheeps- 
cot  River,  remaining  under  arms  several  weeks  at 
Wiscasset  and  Edgecomb.  About  1812  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  paper  in  Gardiner,  Me.,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Springer,  Moore  &  Co.,  afterward 
Moore,  Savels  &  Co.,  with  which  he  was  connected 
over  thirty  years.  In  1 808  he  married  Lucy  Smith,  a 
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native  of  Wiscasset,  Me.  Their  family  numbererl 
three  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  two  elder  sons, 
Ebenezer  and  Asahel,  were  graduated  from  Bow- 
doin  College,  Me.,  the  former  adopting  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  law,  and  the  latter  entering  the  'Methodist 
ministry.  The  only  surviving  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  are  two  daughters:  Martha,  born  Jan.  15,  1815, 
and  Mary,  born  Jan.  1C,  1817,  and  the  brother, 
Henry  W.,  with  whom  they  both  reside. 

Henry  W.  Moore,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  whore  he 
received  an  academic  education.  In  the  spring  of 
1886  he  went  to  New  York  City  and  obtained  a 
situation  in  the  wholesale  hat  and  cap  store  of  W. 
P.  Lyon,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  financial 
panic  of  1837  bankrupted  his  employer,  when  he 
returned  home.  In  the  spring  of  1838  he  visited 
his  brother  Ebenezer  in  Quincy,  Ill.,  and  in  June  of 
the  same  year  went  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  which  was 
then  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  There 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Silas  Page,  with  whom  he  opened  a  general  mer¬ 
chandise  store,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged  in 
the  forwarding  and  commission  business,  under  the 
firm  name  of  H.  W.  Moore  &  Co.  The  firm  failing 
in  1841,  he  spent  the  three  succeeding  years  in  set¬ 
tling  up  his  old  business  and  keeping  books  for 
Burlington  merchants.  From  1844  to  1848  he  was 
in  the  wholesale  dry -goods  and  grocery  establish¬ 
ment  of  W.  F.  Coolbaugh,  late  President  of  the 
Union  National  Bank  of  Chicago,  Ill.  Leaving 
that  employ  in  April,  1848,  he  came  to  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  then  known  as  the  village  of  Bloomington, 
where  he  opened  a  wholesale  and  retail  hardware 
and  iron  store,  the  capital  being  furnished  by  his 
intimate  friend,  Lyman  Cook,  the  present  President 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Burlington,  who,  to¬ 
gether  with  W.  F.  Coolbaugh,  also  supplied  him 
with  letters  of  unlimited  credit.  Mr.  Cook’s  in¬ 
terest  was  purchased  in  1852,  since  which  time  the 
business  has  steadily  increased  under  the  efficient 
and  able  proprietor. 

Our  subject  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  Muscatine  since  his  settle¬ 
ment  in  the  city,  and  has  also  aided  materially  in 
encouraging  the  establishment  of  manufacturing 
corporations,  the  building  of  railways,  organization 


of  banks,  and  the  advancement  of  the  educational 
and  religious  interests  of  the  county.  He  was  one 
of  the  promoters  of  the  building  of  Trinity  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  in  1852,  and  has  been  a  Vestryman  in 
the  same  for  many  years.  In  1864  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  School  Board,  serving  as  Presi¬ 
dent  for  the  ensuing  two  years,  and  about  the  same 
time  he  served  two  years  on  the  City  Council.  In 
1 866,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  Merchants’ 
Exchange  National  Bank  of  Muscatine,  now  the 
P’irst  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  in¬ 
corporators,  he  became  a  member  of  its  first  Board 
of  Directors,  and  in  1868  he  was  elected  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  which  office  he  still  holds.  He  has  also  been 
President  of  the  Muscatine  Savings  Bank,  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  banking  institutions  of  the 
county  from  its  organization  in  1880  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  1889.  He  held  the  office  of  Treasurer  in 
the  Iowa  Construction  Company,  which  in  1873  and 
1874  built  the  Muscatine  Western  Railway.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  Muscatine 
Waterworks  Company,  and  has  been  Treasurer  of 
that  corporation  since  its  inception  in  1875.  He 
has  also  been  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Hershey  Lumber  Company,  since  its  organization 
in  1875.  When  the  Muscatine  Oatmeal  Company 
was  formed  in  1879  he  was  one  of  the  incorpora¬ 
tors.  and  continued  his  connection  with  it  until  the 
spring  of  1888.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
directors  of  the  Muscatine  Island  Canning  Com- 
pany,  established  in  1879,  the  pioneer  canning  in¬ 
dustry  of  the  county.  When  the  Muscatine  Fail- 
Ground  and  Park  Association  was  formed,  Oct.  13, 
1886,  he  was  made  its  President,  which  office  here- 
signed  early  in  1888,  preferring  to  act  simpty  as 
one  of  its  directors.  He  has  led  an  active  and  a 
useful  life,  and  during  the  last  forty  years  few  have 
contributed  in  a  larger  measure  or  in  greater  variety 
of  ways  toward  the  steady  advancement  of  his 
chosen  city. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Muscatine,  on  the 
12th  of  September,  1853,  to  Ellen  Stone,  daughter 
of  Calvin  R.  and  Susan  (Fitch)  Stone.  Mrs.  Moore 
was  born  in  Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  March  21,  1830, 
and  came  to  Muscatine  with  her  brother.  Charles 
Stone,  in  the  fall  of  1852.  She  died  on  the  5th  of 
February,  1859,  leaving  two  sons:  Henry  Stone, 
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born  Doc.  21,  1855,  and  George,  Jan.  27,  1859.  A 
daughter,  born  Nov.  17,  1854,  died  in  infancy. 
Our  subject’s  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 


^—^ENRY  CARTER,  one  of  the  well-to-do  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  the  county,  residing 
on  section  17,  Sweetland  Township,  is  a  na- 
tivc  of  England,  born  in  1824.  In  that 
country  his  boyhood  days  were  passed,  and  there 
his  education  was  received.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Han¬ 
nah  Merritt,  who  was  also  a  native  of  England,  and 
a  daughter  of  William  Merritt.  In  that  country 
the  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life,  and  two 
children  came  to  gladden  the  home  with  their 
presence.  When  about  twenty-five  years  of  age 
our  subject  bade  good-by  to  his  friends,  home  and 
native  land,  and,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
children,  set  sail  for  America.  Crossing  the  broad 
Atlantic  he  landed  in  America,  and  went  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  where  he  made  his  home  for  twelve  years, 
there  following  the  occupation  of  farming.  In  1849 
he  determined  to  make  Iowa  his  future  home,  and 
removed  to  Muscatine  County,  settling  in  Sweet- 
land  Township,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  re¬ 
side. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Carter,  nine  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Al¬ 
fred,  the  eldest,  who  is  now  married  and  living  in 
England,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  entering  the 
service  in  1861,  as  a  member  of  the  9th  Iowa  Cav¬ 
alry,  when  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  partici¬ 
pating  in  all  the  engagements  of  his  regiment  until 
receiving  his  discharge;  Sarah,  who  is  now  married, 
is  also  a  native  of  England ;  Mary  E.  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Flint;  James  A. 
and  Charles  are  both  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
and  both  are  farmers  of  Sweetland  Township; 
William,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  is  now  married  and 
resides  in  Sweetland  Township;  Susan,  born  in  the 
same  State,  is  still  residing  with  her  parents;  Sidney, 
who  was  born  in  Sweetland  Township,  is  now  mar¬ 
ried.  Mr.  Carter  has  given  all  his  children  good 
common-school  educations,  such  as  will  fit  them  for 


the  practical  duties  of  life  or  enable  them  to  hold 
any  position  which  they  may  be  called  upon  to 
fill. 

Our  subject  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  county,  vrho  bore  the  sufferings  and  trials  of 
pioneer  life  in  order  to  make  a  home  for  himself 
and  family.  He  has  always  been  a  leading  man  in 
the  community,  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  part 
toward  the  upbuilding  of  any  interest  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  good.  His  business  is  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  in  which  he  is  quite  successful,  and 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  270  acres  of  fine  land,  all 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  county, 
and  we  are  well  pleased  to  record  his  name  as  one 
of  its  founders. 

Mrs.  Carter  departed  this  life  in  August,  1880. 
Mr.  Carter  was  again  married,  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  Feb. 
12,  1889,  becoming  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
White,  nee  Flint,  of  Council  Bluffs. 


—V- 


ILTON  RICE,  the  present  manager  of  the 
County  Poor  Farm  of  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  in  1832,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  six  children  born  to  James  and  Rebecca 
(Drill)  Rice,  who  were  natives  of  Maryland.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  emigrated 
to  Ohio  at  an  early  day,  there  making  his  home  un¬ 
til  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1842,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years.  His  wife  died  when  our  subject 
was  an  infant.  Their  children  yet  living  are :  J.  W., 
who  resides  in  Muscatine  County;  James  and  Flem¬ 
ing,  who  are  both  married  and  live  in  Ohio,  and 
Louisa,  now  Mrs.  Waltz,  a  resident  of  Lake  Town¬ 
ship. 

Milton  Rice  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio. 
Seated  on  a  slab  seat  in  the  old  log  school-house 
he  conned  the  primitive  books  of  that  day.  In  his 
native  State,  in  1855,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Mary  Focht,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Lewis  and  Sarah  (Gephart)  Focht,  the 
father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of 
the  Buckeye  State.  They  are  both  yet  living  in 
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instrumental  in  procuring  the  charter  for  a  bridge 
across  the  Mississippi  at  this  point;  he  is  a  Director 
of  the  company  which  was  organized  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  lie  is  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Muscatine 
Fair  Grounds  and  Park  Association.  In  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  our  subject  serves  as  an  Elder,  and 
takes  great  interest  in  the  work  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion.  lie  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  a  member 
of  Hawkeye  Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of  Wash¬ 
ington  Chapter  No.  4,  R.  A.  M.;  and  of  DeMolay 
Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T.  lie  is  also  a  member  of 
Wyoming  Lodge  No.  76,  K.  of  P.,  and  is  Sir 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Knights  of  Maccabees. 
Mr.  Titus  is  a  man  of  superior  natural  ability  and 
force  of  character,  and  has  won  his  way  through 
persevering  industry  and  close  application  to  the 
details  of  business.  1 1  is  course  has  been  uniformly 
upright  and  honorable,  and  has  won  him  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  had 
business  or  social  relations. 


ANIEL  W.  ROBERTS,  a  leading  farmer  of 
Sweetland  Township,  residing  on  section 
18,  was  born  on  the  19th  of  January,  1843, 
in  Dover,  Stafford  Co.,  N.  H.  When 
eleven  years  of  age  he  removed  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  and  in  later  j’ears  purchased  a  farm 
in  Bloomington  Township,  where  he  resided  about 
a  year,  and  then  removed  to  his  present  home  in 
Sweetland  Township.  His  parents  were  Jeremiah 
and  Love  (Wingate)  Roberts.  His  father  died  in 
1872,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  his 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1868,  aged  sixty-nine 
years.  They  reared  a  family  of  five  children : 
Charles,  the  eldest,  residing  in  New  Hampshire, 
married  Almira  Varney,  and  to  them  has  been  born 
one  child;  John  M.,  who  resides  in  Oregon,  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  wedded  Helen  Mills,  and  they 
have  four  children  living;  Susan  is  the  wife  of 
George  Jones,  of  Muscatine,  and  two  children  bless 
their  union;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  John  Hanson; 
to  them  has  been  born  one  child. 

Daniel  W.,  our  subject,  is  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  and  on  the  1st  of  March,  1866,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Louisa,  daughter  of  Henry  and 


Minerva  (Truax)  Atwood,  the  ceremony  being 
performed  in  Muscatine.  Mrs.  Roberts  is  the  third 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight  children : 
Elizabeth  wedded  William  Houdershelt,  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children; 
Silas  S.,  residing  in  Nebraska,  is  the  husband  of  El- 
ida  Brown,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children ;  John 
II.  is  a  resident  of  Washington  Territory ;  Sarah 
married  Robert  Hazelwood,  who  died  in  1884,  and  to 
them  was  born  one  child;  Henry,  who  was  graduated 
in  pharmacy  at  White’s  College,  Henry  County, 
Iowa,  is  now  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in  Mil¬ 
ford,  Neb.;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Gowey,  and 
they  have  a  family  of  five  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  have  been  born  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Gilbert  J.,  born 
May  28,  1867,  is  attending  college  at  Oskaloosa, 
Iowa,  and  will  graduate  in  1889;  Arthur  H.,  born 
April  8,  1869,  is  now  deceased;  Adeline  M.,  born 
Aug.  1,  1872,  also  deceased;  Carrie  M.,  born  Dec. 
25,  1874;  John  C.,  March  9,1876;  Daniel  W.,  Dec. 
4,  1877,  and  William  L.,  Nov.  23,  1879.  They 
also  have  an  adopted  son,  George  Chester,  who  was 
born  Oct.  2,  1883,  and  left  on  the  door-step  when 
only  a  few  days  old.  To  him  they  have  given  the 
name  of  Robert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  and  also 
their  children,  are  members  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  Politically,  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  takes  great  interest  in 
the  affairs  of  the  community.  He  has  followed  the 
occupation  of  fanning  throughout  his  entire  life, 
and  now  owns  143  acres  of  fine  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Sweetland  Township,  and  is  always 
ready  to  do  his  part  in  advancing  its  interests  or 
enterprises. 

■ - - 


ETER  MUSSER,  President  of  the  Musser 
Lumber  Company,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  is 
a  native  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
born  at  Adamstown,  on  the  22d  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1826.  Ilis  parents  were  Peter  and  Elizabeth 
(Adams)  Musser,  who  were  also  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  father  was  born  in  Berks  County, 
and  was  of  Swiss  descent,  while  the  mother  wras 
born  in  Lancaster  County,  and  was  of  Scotch-En-  , 

■  '  ■  - 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


387 


glish  origin.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  on  attaining  manhood  engaged  in  the 
tanning  and  leather  business  in  Schuylkill  County, 
in  company  with  his  elder  brother  Richard.  He 
continued  in  that  business  for  about  six  years,  and 
in  October,  1854,  emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Iowa  City.  The  following  year,  in  company  with 
his  brother  Richard  and  Edward  Hoch,  he  opened 
a  lumber-yard  at  Muscatine,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hoch  &  Musser.  One  year  later  the  firm  estab¬ 
lished  a  branch  yard  at  Iowa  City,  of  which  Mr. 
Musser  had  the  management  until  April,  1864, 
when  he  went  to  California.  He  crossed  the  plains 
with  teams,  and  was  subjected  to  considerable  hard¬ 
ship  from  exposure  to  raids  by  hostile  Indians,  and 
for  the  want  of  water.  Reaching  California  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining,  and  being  so  well  pleased  with  the 
country  and  its  prospects,  returned  to  Iowa  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  for  his  family.  In  the  spring 
of  1865,  in  company  with  his  wife  and  one  child, 
he  emigrated  to  California  by  way  of  New  York 
and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  The  succeeding  four 
years  were  spent  in  mining,  and  in  October,  1869, 
the  family  returned  to  Iowa. 

In  1870  Mr.  Musser  joined  his  brother  Richard, 
his  nephew,  P.  M.  Musser,  and  C.  R.  Fox,  in  the 
organization  of  the  lumber  firm  of  Musser  &  Co., 
the  sketch  of  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
and  with  that  company  he  has  been  connected  con- 
tin  uously  since.  On  its  incorporation  he  was  chosen 
President,  and  yet  retains  that  position.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Whig  in  political  sentiment,  but  on 
the  disruption  of  that  party  he  joined  the  Repub¬ 
licans,  and  has  since  been  a -stanch  supporter  of  the 
principles  advocated  by  them.  Mr.  Musser  is  a 
well-known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  and  the  important  corporation  of  which  he  is 
the  head  ranks  among  the  leading  lumber  firms  on 
the  Middle  Mississippi. 
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GlEORGE  DEMING,  a  leading  farmer,  re- 
17  siding  on  section  7,  Fulton  Township,  was 
_  j  born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  March  27,  1812,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  R.  and  Eunice  Strong  (Fenn) 
Deming.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Lardner  Deal¬ 


ing,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  March  21,  1765, 
and  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1787,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Dunham,  who  was  born  Oct. 
25,  1768.  His  death  occurred  Dec.  6,  1855,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  and  his  wife  departed 
this  life  Feb.  5,  1815. 

William  R.  Deming,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  country  trader  at  Berlin,  Conn.,  but  afterward 
engaged  in  farming  in  that  community.  Accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family  he  removed  to  Rome,  Ohio,  in 
1831,  there  residing  until  1838,  when  he  continued 
his  journey  westward,  locating  at  Naperville,  Ill. 
Until  1843  he  remained  a  resident  of  that  town, 
when  he  returned  to  New  Lyme,  Ohio,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occur¬ 
ring  May  23,  1851,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 
His  wife  survived  him  until  May  24,  1862,  when 
she  too  was  called  to  her  final  home,  dying  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five.  They  w-ere  the  parents  of 
eleven  children:  Nathan  Fenn,  who  was  born  Dec. 
3,  1810,  and  in  1832  wedded  Elizabeth  Blackburn, 
was  a  machinist  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  which  city 
his  death  occurred  June  10,  1833;  George,  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth;  Hon. 
William  Strong,  born  Nov.  4,  1813,  was  for  many 
years  merchant  and  Postmaster  of  New  Lyme,  Ohio, 
after  -which  he  was  Associate  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  with  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wade,  and  in  1856 
and  1858  represented  his  district  in  the  Ohio  Legis¬ 
lature.  For  several  years  past  he  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  a  mercantile  firm  in  Cincinnati  and 
New  Orleans,  but  resides  in  New  Lyme.  He  was 
married,  May  26,  1834,  to  Mary  Ann  Brown,  who 
was  born  Aug.  11,  1815,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Elijah  and  Serapta  Brown.  Martha,  the  fourth 
child  of  William  R.  Deming,  born  June  29,  1815, 
died  Nov.  9,  1842;  John,  born  Feb.  21,  1817,  mar¬ 
ried,  Oct.  15,  1849,  to  Angeline  Sarah  Bown,  who 
was  born  Aug.  21,  1827,  at  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  is 
a  resident  of  Salem,  Ohio,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  hub-boxing,  tenowing,  and  other 
machines,  especially  wagon-makers’  tools,  and  meat- 
choppers  for  butchers;  Laura,  born  April  9,  1818, 
and  on  the  18th  of  July,  1858,  wedded  Sylvender 
Miller  Wadley,  a  cabinet-maker  of  Toledo,  Iowa, 
who  was  born  April  29,  1810,  and  died  Oct.  22, 
1887,  from  disease  contracted  while  in  the  army; 
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Mary  Jane,  born  Nov.  7,  1820,  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  Jan.  1,  1840,  with  Robert  Hill,  of  Woodstock, 
Vt.,  who  afterward  engaged  in  farming  near  Naper¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  but  since  1853  has  been  engaged  in  build¬ 
ing  fanning-mills  at  Aurora,  111.  She  died  Oct.  3, 
1841,  leaving  one  child,  Walter  R.,  born  Jan.  17, 
1841,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Dakota. 
Emily,  born  July  1,  1823,  became  the  wife  of 
Richard  R.  Frazee,  Oct.  22,  1868,  her  husband,  who 
was  born  Jan.  23,  1823,  being  now  engaged  in  the 
jewelry  business  at  Toledo,  Iowa;  Halsey,  born 
Oct.  9,  1825,  died  Dec.  3,  1842,  in  Naperville,  HI.; 
Walter  Williams,  born  Sept.  3,  1827,  died  in  1828; 
Eunice  Adelia,  born  Aug.  21,  1830,  died  Nov.  1, 
1862,  in  New  Lyme,  Ohio. 

When  thirteen  years  of  age  our  subject  left  his 
home  in  his  native  city,  Berlin,  Conn.,  and  went  to 
live  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Steele,  for  whom 
he  worked  at  various  occupations  for  three  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  wrhen  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  began  learning  the  trade  of  brass  founder 
with  the  firm  of  Shipman  &  Co.,  serving  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  of  five  years.  He  then  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  about  two  months,  after  which  he 
took  a  vacation  and  went  to  Ohio  to  visit  his  par¬ 
ents,  who  had  previously  removed  to  that  State. 
From  Hartford,  Conn.,  he  made  the  journey  by 
stage  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  took  the  train  for 
Schenectady,  traveling  over  the  first  railroad  which 
was  ever  built  in  the  United  States.  After  a  short 
stay  in  Ohio  he  returned  to  Southington,  Conn., 
where  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  fora  time. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May,  1834,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Cornelia  Rachel  Gregory, 
daughter  of  Alfred  Gregory,  and  a  resident  of 
Cheshire,  Conn.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Lanes- 
boro.  Mass.,  and  had  a  family  of  nine  children: 
Adelia,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ira,  Sidney  A.  and 
Adelia  N.,  who  are  all  deceased  :  Grace  N.,  also  de-. 
ceased;  Cornelia  li.,  wife  of  our  subject;  Maver¬ 
ick  B.,  who  went  to  California  about  1850,  and  is 
probably  deceased;  Hulda  F.,  deceased;  and  Al¬ 
fred,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Connecticut. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deming  have  been 
born  one  son  and  four  daughters:  G.  W.,  who  was 
born  April  1,  1836,  in  Southington,  Conn.,  has 
been  twice  married,  he  having  been  married  Dec. 


29,  1859,  to  Caroline  Ileinley,  a  daughter  ^)f  Peter 
Heinley.  She  died  Jan.  3,  1861,  leaving  one  child, 
Carrie  Cornelia,  who  was  born  Dec.  29, 1860,  and  was 
united  in  marriage,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1883,  to 
Mr.  T.  P.  Ritchie,  of  Hudson,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  sons :  James  Clayton,  born  March 
9,  1884;  Leland,  born  March  26,  1885;  and  Carle- 
ton,  born  Sept.  12,  1886.  His  second  marriage, 
which  occurred  Sept.  7,  1862,  was  with  Laura  Mi¬ 
nerva  Cole,  of  Wilton  Township,  a  daughter  of 
James  Cole,  who  is  now  deceased.  To  them  were 
born  four  children :  Charles  Strong,  born  Oct.  27, 
1867,  cast  his  first  vote  in  1888  for  Benjamin  Harri¬ 
son;  Arthur  Le  Roy,  born  Sept.  14,  1872;  William 
Henry,  born  Dec.  11,  1875;  and  Walter,  born 
Sept.  30,  1885. 

Mary  Flavilla,  the  second  child  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  Jan.  16,  1842,  in  Naperville,  Ill., 
and  Sept.  6,  1860,  became  the  wife  of  Alpheus 
M.  Persons,  a  farmer  of  Wilton  Township,  born  in 
Windham,  Vt.,  May  17,  1831,  and  their  union  has 
been  graced  by  two  children:  Mary  Leona,  who  was 
born  June  18,  1863,  and  Edna  Ruth,  born  March 
22, 1880.  The  former  is  the  wife  of  Oakley  G.  Nor¬ 
ton,  of  Wilton  Township,  and  is  the  mother  of  two 
children:  George  W.,  born  Jan.  1,  1887,  and  Mary 
born  Jan.  18,  1889.  Ellen  Adelia,  born  March  23, 
1845,  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Calvin  Loomis,  of 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  their  union  having  been 
celebrated  Nov.  17,  1863.  He  was  formerly  a  mer¬ 
chant  of  Durant,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  four  children : -George  C.,  who  was 
born  Feb.  24,  1865,  and  died  on  the  14th  day  of 
September  following;  Merta,  born  Jan.  1,  1872, 
died  August  9,  same  year;  Ella  C.,  born  June  22, 
1875,  and  Harry,  born  Nov.  2,  1879.  Emily  Cor¬ 
nelia,  a  twin  sister  of  Ellen  Adelia,  was  united  in 
marriage,  Nov.  30,  1865,  with  Darius  Pingrey,  who 
was  born  April  6,  1836,  is  a  son  of  Jacob  Pingre}', 
of  Mt.  Holly,  Vt.,  and  is  now  a  leading  merehantof 
Durant,  of  which  town  he  was  Postmaster  for 
twelve  years.  Five  children  have  been  born  of 
their  union:  May  Olive,  born  Oct.  3,  1866;  Frank 
D.,  born  May  13,  1869;  Cora,  born  May  23,  1872: 
Eva  Grace,  born  Aug.  28,  1876;  and  Linn  R.,  born 
Dec.  8,  1878.  Josephine  Marian,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  Deming,  born  June  24,  1849,  on 
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the  28th  day  of  November,  1867,  became  the  wife 
of  Henry  Kettell,  who  was  born  in  Buckingham¬ 
shire.  England,  Aug.  21,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  Kettell.  He  is  a  plasterer,  of  Grand  Junction, 
Iowa,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children:  Nel¬ 
lie  E.,  born  May  24,  1869,  died  July  16,  1870; 
William  H.  and  Emily  L.,  who  reside  with  their 
father  in  Grand  Junction.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  Sept.  30,  1880,  her  death  occurring  during 
a  visit  to  the  home  of  her  parents,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Kettell  has  again  married. 

For  a  few  years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Deming  resided  at  Southington,  Conn.,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  fall  of  1837,  when 
they  came  West  to  Rome,  Ohio,  where  they  spent 
the  winter,  and  in  the  summer  of  1838  removed  to 
DuPage  County,  Ill.  He  took  up  his  residence 
within  thirty-three  miles  of  Chicago,  on  land  which 
was  then  unsurveyed,  there  residing  for  about  three 
years.  After  staking  out  the  land  which  he  wished 
to  comprise  his  farm,  Mr.  Deming  continued  its 
cultivation,  but  when  the  land  was  survej'ed  he 
found  that  he  had  onljr  103  acres  left,  as  the  re¬ 
mainder  came  within  that  portion  which  was  set 
aside  for  school  purposes.  In  true  pioneer  style 
their  days  were  spent,  enduring  all  the  trials  and 
hardships  of  frontier  life.  As  he  had  an  ox-team 
of  his  own,  he  was  obliged  to  give  a  day’s  labor 
for  the  use  of  one  horse  for  two  days  with  which  to 
cultivate  corn.  He  subsequently  purchased  for 
$400  a  claim  to  200  acres,  upon  which  the  only  im¬ 
provement  was  a  little  log  cabin,  but  as  time 
passed  his  farm  was  transformed  into  one  of  the 
most  highly  cultivated  tracts  of  land  in  that  region, 
many  useful  and  ornamental  improvements  were 
made,  and  the  little  log  cabin  was  replaced  by  an 
elegant  residence  which  was  erected  at  considerable 
cost.  In  1854  Mr.  Deming  left  his  Illinois  home 
and  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Fulton  Township, 
where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  He  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is  the 
owner  of  255  acres  of  land,  which  is  highly  culti¬ 
vated. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Deming  was  a  Whig  in  politics, 
and  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  part}r 
since  its  formation.  He  is  an  unassuming  man,  who 
has  not  sought  public  distinction  as  a  politician, 
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though  he  has  held  the  offices  of  Trustee  and  As¬ 
sessor  in  his  township,  and  has  been  active  in  the 
promotion  of  any  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 
For  nearly  half  a  century  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deming 
have  been  consistent  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  have  been  instrumental  in  promoting 
the  cause  of  Christianity.  In  1S84  their  golden 
wedding  was  celebrated  in  a  quiet  manner  by  the 
members  of  their  owu  famil}\  This  worthy  couple 
have  endured  life’s  cares  and  trials,  and  shared  each 
other’s  joys  and  sorrows,  for  nearly  fifty-five  years, 
and  are  now  spending  the  evening  of  their  lives  in 
quiet  retirement  in  their  pleasant  country  home, 
where  they  have  resided  for  thirty-five  years.  It  is 
with  pleasure  we  give  in  this  Alhum  a  place  for 
this  brief  sketch,  and  the  portraits  of  these  worthy 
pioneers. 


ylLLIAM  K.  TYLER,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  was  born 
in  Randolph  County,  N.  C.,  on  the  5th 
day  of  August,  1807.  The  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  in  his  native  county,  where 
he  received  a  liberal  education.  He  subsequent^ 
went  to  Citronelle,  Ala.,  where  he  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing,  and  there  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  May  Grifliu,  who  was  born  in  that  State, 
June  25,  1825,  in  Peny  County,  and  May  26,  1841, 
they  were  united  in  marriage  at  Painesville,  Ala. 

Mr.  Tyler  began  his  business  life  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  business,  which  he  carried  on  for  a  time,  and 
later  added  to  it  that  of  tanning.  In  1  855  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  but  finding  no 
favorable  opening  for  business,  continued  his  jour¬ 
ney  to  Dubuque.  Not  being  satisfied  in  that  city, 
he  remained  but  a  short  time,  when  he  returned  to 
the  South.  Iu  1856  he  removed  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  and 
during  the  fall  of  the  same  year  came  to  Fairport, 
Iowa,  where  he  resided  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  late  war,  when  he  responded  to  his  country’s 
call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  the  37th  Iowa  Infantry, 
known  as  the  Graybeard  Regiment,  and  served 
two  years.  His  death  occurred  on  the  10th  day  of 
September,  1863. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  William  C.,  a 
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resident  of  Rock  Island  County,  Ill.,  served  through 
the  entire  War  of  the  Rebellion;  Archibald  G.  was 
also  a  soldier,  and  was  held  prisoner  at  Anderson  ville 
for  six  months;  Charles  P.  resides  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.;  Edward  K.  is  a  prominent  physician  of 
Muscatine;  Henry  L.  is  living  in  Rock  Island 
County,  Ill.,  and  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  William 
LeQuatte,  of  Belle  Plain,  Ill.  Mrs.  Tyler,  after 
the  death  of  her  husband,  was  again  married,  in 
Fail-port,  Iowa,  to  Lieut.  William  J.  Wyley,  and 
two  children  were  born  to  them — Mary  C.  and 
Leonard  A.  Mrs.  Wyley  is  still  living,  and  resides 
with  her  daughter  at  Sigourney,  Iowa. 


ifj^  ON.  GEORGE  W.  DILL  A  WAY,  wholesale 
}]  and  retail  dealer  in  queensware,  established 
business  in  Muscatine  in  1857,  and  for  over 
thirty  years  has  been  one  of  its  prominent 
merchants.  lie  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  Oct. 
16,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Susan  (Bas¬ 
sett)  Dillaway.  His  mother  was  a  descendant  of 
John  Wesley,  and  his  grandfather  was  a  soldier  of 
the  War  for  Independence,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Mr.  Dillaway’s  father  was  of 
French  descent.  He  engaged  in  commerce,  owning 
many  vessels,  and  trading  Avith  foreign  ports. 
During  the  War  of  1812  he  was  employed  in  the 
military  service  of  our  Government. 

Our  subject  w-as  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
city  and  educated  in  the  Elliott  School.  He  then 
served  a  three  years’  apprenticeship  to  the  ship 
carvers’  trade;  he  did  not  follow  that  vocation, 
however,  but  shipped  as  supercargo  in  one  of  his 
father’s  vessels,  for  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  On  his 
return  to  Boston  he  engaged  in  the  clothing  busi¬ 
ness  in  that  city,  which  he  carried  on  successfully 
for  seven  years,  but  in  1857,  his  health  failing,  he 
came  West  and  settled  in  Muscatine,  Iowa.  He  be¬ 
gan  business  in  his  present  line,  and  for  several 
years  was  located  in  what  is  known  as  Weed’s  Block, 
on  West  Second  street.  In  1877  he  built  the  com¬ 
modious  brick  block,  No.  118  West  Second  street, 
which  he  has  since  occupied.  It  is  140  feet  deep, 
twenty-five  feet  Avide,  and  three  stories  high  with 
a  basement.  His  china  store  is  one  of  the  largest 
■“  - 
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and  most  elegantly  arranged  of  any  in  the  State, 
and  in  addition  to  the  building  described,  he  oc¬ 
cupies  three  buildings  with  a  ground  floor  area  of 
140x60  feet,  one  of  the  buildings  being  two  stories 
in  height.  He  does  a  general  Avholesale  and  retail 
trade,  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  increasing 
business.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dillaway  are  the  parents 
of  tAvo  children,  William  and  Lucretia,  both  of 
whom  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Dillaway  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  most 
energetic,  enterprising  business  men  of  Muscatine. 
Earnestly  desiring  to  please  his  customers,  he 
chooses  his  goods  with  a  view  of  satisfying  all, 
while  his  stock  is  full  and  complete.  In  connection 
Avith  his  private  business  interests  he  has  aided 
greatly  in  advancing  any  enterprise  for  the  public 
Avelfare.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing 
the  construction  of  the  splendid  system  of  water 
Avorks,  which  Avere  built  at  Muscatine  in  the  year 
1875,  and  Avas  chosen  President  of  the  company, 
holding  the  position  for  two  years.  In  his  politi¬ 
cal  sentiments  Mr.  Dillaway  is  an  earnest  Repub¬ 
lican,  having  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
principles  and  policy  of  that  party  since  its  organi¬ 
zation.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  the  public 
in  various  official  capacities;  was  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  in  1876  and  1877,  and  served  as 
Mayor  of  Muscatine  in  1879,  1880  and  1881.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dillaway  and  their  daughter  are  members 
of  tbe  Baptist  Church.  They  hold  an  enviable 
position  in  the  social  world,  and  well  deserve  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  their  many  friends. 

ON.  HENRY  MOLIS,  Sr.,  the  pioneer  gun¬ 
smith  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  for  many 
years  a  prominent  business  man  of  the  city, 
is  a  nati\re  of  Germany,  born  in  Hesse-Cas- 
sel,  on  the  15th  of  October,  1816.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  country,  and  served  a  regular 
apprenticeship  to  the  gunsmith’s  trade.  In  early 
manhood,  desiring  to  cast  his  lot  in  the  New  World, 
he  emigrated  to  America  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
until  1841,  when  he  came  to  Muscatine  and  opened 
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a  shop  in  this  city,  being  the  first  one  here  to  carry 
on  that  line  of  business.  In  1843,  returning  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Mr.  Molis  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Anna  Bahr,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
Germany.  Returning  at  once  to  Muscatine  with 
his  young  wife, he  made  this  city  his  home  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  Eight  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one:  Henry;  Julius,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty -three  years;  August,  Louisa,  AVilliam  P., 
Charles,  Edward  and  Annie  all  reside  at  Muscatine. 
William  is  the  present  engineer  and  Superintendent 
of  the  Muscatine  Water  Works. 

About  1852  Mr.  Molis  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Bernhard  Beil,  who  came  to  Muscatine  in 
1845.  That  connection  continued  without  inter¬ 
ruption  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Molis,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  March,  1884,  since  which  time  Mr.  Beil 
has  continued  the  business  in  connection  with 
Henry  Molis,  Jr.  Their  establishment  is  not  only 
the  oldest  in  Muscatine,  but  one  of  the  very  oldest 
and  best  known  in  its  line  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Molis  was  a  Democrat  in  political  sentiment. 
He  was  prominently  identified  with  the  public  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  city  and  county,  and  served  in  various 
official  positions.  He  held  the  office  of  Treasurer 
of  Muscatine  County  in  1878,  was  Alderman  in 
1861—63,  1866  and  1870,  and  City  Treasurer  in 
1877.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  for  some  years,  and  was  Mayor  of  Muscatine 
in  1875.  He  was  an  honored  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.  from  the  earliest  establishment  of  the  order 
in  Iowa,  and  as  a  citizen  was  distinguished  for  his 
uprightness  of  character  and  devotion  to  duty  both 
public  and  private. 

zp^EN.  SYLVESTER  G.  HILL,  deceased,  a  pa¬ 
ll  <=»’  triotic  hero  of  the  late  Civil  War,  was  born  at 
North  Kingston,  R.  I.,  June  10,  1820,  and 
his  education  was  received  at  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city.  He  began  the  business  of  life  by 
learning  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  and  during  his 
early  manhood  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
embarked  in  the  furniture  business.  While  there 
he  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  15th  of  October, 
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1843,  with  Miss  Martha  J.  Dyer,  daughter  of  David 
Dyer,  Esq.,  of  that  city.  She  was  born  in  Maine, 
and  removed  to  Cincinnati  with  her  parents  in 
childhood. 

Mr.  Hill  continued  business  at  Cincinnati  until 
1849,  when  the  gold  discoveries  of  California  at¬ 
tracted  his  attention,  and  he  sold  out  and  went  to 
the  Pacific  Coast  with  the  gold  seekers.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  California  until  the  fall  of  1850,  when 
he  returned  home,  and  the  following  year  came  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  with  his  family,  and  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  company  with  S.  G.  Stein, 
continuing  in  that  line  until  1862,  when  he  raised 
a  company  for  service  in  the  late  war,  and  on  the 
10th  of  August  was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the 
35th  Iowa  Infantry.  With  his  regiment  he  entered 
at  once  into  active  service.  His  eldest  son,  Edwin, 
had  enlisted  July  23,  1861,  in  Company  A.  7th 
Iowa  Infantry,  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Bel¬ 
mont,  Ga.,  afterward  exchanged,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  Fred,  the  second  son,  enlisted 
Oct.  30,  1863,  as  a  private  of  Company  D,  35th 
Iowa  Infantry,  was  detailed  to  serve  on  his  father’s 
staff,  and  was  killed  by  being  shot  through  the 
forehead  by  a  minie  ball  on  the  18th  of  May,  1864, 
while  in  discharge  of  his  duty  at  the  battle  of 
Bayou  Glaize  or  Yellow  Bayou.  He  was  a  bright, 
scholarly  boy  of  seventeen  years  of  age,  of  rare 
promise,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  comrades 
and  friends  for  his  manty  and  noble  qualities.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  just  delivered  an  order 
from  his  father  and  wras  on  his  return  to  his  post, 
when  he  encountered  a  squad  of  about  twent}r  men 
of  the  58th  Illinois,  w'ho  had  become  separated 
from  their  regiment.  He  told  them  to  follow  him, 
and  just  as  they  started  he  was  struck  by  the  fatal 
bullet,  and  fell  from  his  horse  dead.  The  riderless 
horse  dashing  by  where  his  father  wms,  Mr.  Hill 
turned  to  look  for  his  son,  and  was  at  that  moment 
himself  wonnded  by  a  gunshot  in  the  foot.  Col. 
Hill  was  disabled  but  a  short  time  with  his  wound, 
when  he  resumed  his  command,  was  made  Brigadier 
General  of  the  United  States  Infantry,  and  assigned 
to  command  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Division,  Army 
of  the  Tennessee,  under  Gen.  George  If.  Thomas. 
Gen.  Hill  lost  his  life  wffiile  commanding  his  brig¬ 
ade,  when  charging  a  fort  at  the  battle  of  Nashville 
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on  the  loth  of  December,  1864.  His  brigade  made 
the  charge  successfully  and  captured  the  fort,  but 
their  gallant  leader  fell,  shot  through  the  head  by 
a  minie  ball,  while  bravely  leading  his  men  to  vic¬ 
tory.  Thus  died  one  of  the  noblest  and  bravest  of 
heroic  defenders  of  the  Union  in  that  fearful 
struggle. 

Gen.  Hill  left  a  wife  and  nine  children  to  mourn 
their  loss.  We  give  the  children  in  order  of  their 
birth  below,  namely:  Edwin,  the  eldest,  who  as  we 
previously  said  was  a  soldier  of  the  late  war  for 
three  years,  during  a  portion  of  which  time  he  was 
held  a  prisoner,  afterward  married  Miss  Josie  Day, 
and  now  resides  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Fred,  whom 
we  have  before  mentioned;  Mattie  A.,  wife  of  John 
C.  Kelley,  proprietor  of  the  Sioux  City  Tribune-, 
Frank  A.  wedded  Miss  Mary  Martin,  and  is  a  civil 
engineer  of  Sioux  City;  William  S.,  who  married 
Miss  Lydia  Freeman,  is  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  at  Muscatine,  and  his  sketch  is  given  else¬ 
where;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Wade,  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.;  Rowland  J.  married  Miss  Sallie  Potter, 
and  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  regular  army,  now  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Ft.  Assinaboine,  Mont.;  Sallie  O.  resides 
at  Muscatine  with  her  mother;  Susan  is  the  wife  of 
H.  F.  Clough,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Sylvester  G.  is 
a  dentist,  now  practicing  in  London,  England. 
Mrs.  Hill  survives  her  husband,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Muscatine. 

Gen.  Hill  was  a  man  of  superior  mental  attain¬ 
ments,  and  possessed  rare  traits  of  character  and  a 
strong  individuality.  His  sympathies  were  en¬ 
listed  while  a  youth  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty, 
with  which  the  institution  of  African  slavery,  so 
inconsistent  under  our  boasted  liberty  and  equality, 
seemed  to  him  a  blot  on  American  civilization.  He 
joined  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization 
and  was  always  faithful  to  its  principles. 

In  closing  this  brief  sketch  of  one  whose  life  and 
that  of  his  sons  were  freely  offered  up  in  the  cause 
of  his  country,  we  will  quote  an  extract  from  his 
funeral  sermon  delivered  by  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Robins, 
of  Muscatine. 

“  He  was  strong  in  his  patriotism,  ever  a  lover  of 
liberty,  without  which  love  there  can  be  no  genuine 
patriotism.  He  was  always  an  Abolitionist — not  a 
young  convert  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  in 


order  to  save  the  nation,  but  from  his  innate  sense 
of  justice  and  his  love  of  freedom.  Attached  to 
the  institutions  of  his  country,  he  wished  to  see 
them  descend  to  his  children  with  no  vile  excres¬ 
cence  thereon.  A  patriot,  giving  as  a  reason  for 
going  out  in  defense  of  his  country,  that  which 
others,  many  of  them,  would  consider  a  reason  for 
staying  at  home,  namely:  that  he  with  such  a  fam¬ 
ily  had  more  at  stake  in  securing  free  institutions 
for  the  future.  A  patriot,  bearing  without  a  mur¬ 
mur  the  fall  of  one  noble  son  by  his  side,  and  the 
long  and  much  more  to  be  dreaded  imprisonment 
service  of  his  eldest  son  in  behalf  of  his  country. 
The  spontaneous  expression  of  respect  and  interest 
on  that  part  of  this  whole  community,  the  warm 
and  hearty  attachment  of  his  fellow  soldiers,  the 
uniform  respect  of  those  his  superior  in  rank  in  the 
army,  is  evidence  enough  that  no  common  man  is 
taken  from  us.” 
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^OSEPH  E.  JEAN,  a  young  and  enterprising 
merchant  of  Conesville,  Iowa,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Jean  &  McKee,  is  a  native 
of  Iowa,  born  in  Muscatine  County,  July  4, 
1862.  His  parents,  Jacob  T.  and  Melissa  A.  (Shella- 
barger)  Jean,  were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  are 
numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  county 
to  which  they  emigrated  in  1835.  They  reared  a 
family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Thomas  M.  is  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County; 
Laura  is  the  wife  of  George  De  Long,  who  is  living 
in  Minnesota;  Sarah  wedded  Fred  Lane,  a  resident 
of  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.;  Joseph  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Arthur  U.  is  located  at  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.; 
and  Alta  M.  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Our  subject  received  a  liberal  education,  having 
attended  the  Conesville  High  School,  and  taken  a 
six  months’  course  at  the  Business  College  in  Bur¬ 
lington.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  and  3routh  were 
spent  upon  his  father’s  farm,  he  assisting  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  left  the  parental  roof,  and 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mattie  N.  McKee, 
their  union  being  celebrated  on  the  4th  day  of 
December,  1884.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Lean- 
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der  and  Debby  (Hall)  McKee,  who  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children  :  Flora,  Mattie,  Nettie, 
John,  Shakespeare  and  Ranson. 

With  his  young  bride  Mr.  Jean  removed  to  a 
farm  situated  near  the  home  of  his  childhood,  and 
engaged  in  its  cultivation  for  about  a  year,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Conesville,  and  entered  into 
partnership  in  the  general  merchandise  business 
with  Leander  McKee,  his  father-in-law.  This  con¬ 
nection  continued  for  a  time,  when  Mr.  McKee  re¬ 
tired  from  the  business,  and  his  nephew,  James  S. 
McKee,  became  a  partner.  The  members  of  this 
firm  are  young,  enterprising  business  men,  who  by 
their  honest  efforts  and  earnest  desire  to  please 
their  customers  are  building  up  an  extensive  trade, 
and  they  are  well  deserving  of  a  liberal  share  of 
the  public  patronage. 

One  child  graces  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jean 
— Joseph  Clay,  born  Dee.  11,  1887.  In  his  politi¬ 
cal  sentiments  Mr.  Jean  is  a  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party. 


GEORGE  B.  DENISON,  of  the  firm  of  G.  A. 

,  Garretson  &  Co.,  bankers  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  and  an  early  settler  of  that  city,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Floyd,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  13th  of  February,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Nancy  (Burlingame)  Denison.  The  Denison 
family  in  America  is  descended  from  an  old  and 
distinguished  English  family,  some  of  whose  mem¬ 
bers  figured  conspicuously  in  English  history  dur¬ 
ing  the  stormy  days  of  Charles  the  First  and  Oliver 
Cromwell.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  this 
country  was  William  Denison,  who  with  his  three 
sons,  Daniel,  Edward  and  George,  came  to  America 
in  1631,  only  eleven  years  subsequent  to  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  Rock.  The}-  set¬ 
tled  at  Roxbury,  Mass.  Daniel  was  prominent  in 
military  matters,  and  served  as  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives;  he  left  but  few  descend¬ 
ants.  Edward  died  childless.  George  settled  in 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  was  a  Colonel  of  the  Colonial 
army,  and  won  renown  fighting  with  the  Indians. 
He  married  and  had  a  large  family.  It  was  from 
this  branch  that  the  forefathers  of  our  subject  | 
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sprang.  One  branch  of  the  family  settled  in  Can¬ 
ada  in  an  early  dajr  and  there  became  prominent. 

Daniel  Denison,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  married  a  Miss  Avery,  of  the  noted  New  En¬ 
gland  family  of  that  name,  and  settled  at  New  Lon¬ 
don,  Conn.,  where  he  resided  until  1771,  when  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  the  then  wilderness  of 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  There  his  son  Samuel, 
father  of  George,  was  born  on  the  24th  of  October, 
1774. 

Our  subject  received  his  primary  education  at 
home  and  later  took  a  course  in  an  academ}7.  He 
was  a  student  of  the  Oneida  Institute  at  Whitesboro, 
N.  Y.,  the  first  abolition  school  in  America.  Af¬ 
ter  completing  his  education  he  became  a  teacher, 
and  followed  that  vocation  several  years.  In  the 
summer  of  1850  he  came  to  Muscatine,  prospecting 
for  a  site  for  business.  At  that  time  a  new7  school- 
house  was  being  erected,  and  by  offering  the 
building  committee  some  valuable  hints  in  perfect¬ 
ing  their  work,  he  became  known  to  them  as  an 
educator,  and  was  employed  to  teach  the  school  the 
succeeding  spring.  He  returned  East  that  fall,  and 
the  following  spring  came  back  and  entered  upon 
his  duties  as  teacher  of  the  first  graded  school 
taught  iu  Iowa,  commencing  May  12,  1851.  He 
remained  in  charge  of  the  school  for  four  years. 

On  an  examination  of  the  school  law  Mr.  Deni¬ 
son  found  that,  while  it  made  ample  provisions  for 
the  building  of  school-houses,  it  utterly  failed  to 
make  suitable  provisions  for  maintaining  the  schools 
after  the  house  was  built.  This  was  a  very  serious 
oversight,  to  remedy  which  Mr.  Denison  drew  up  an 
amendment  consisting  of  nine  sections,  entitled  an 
“Act  to  extend  the  powers  of  school  districts,”  and 
submitted  it  to  the  Legislature,  which  left  it  optional 
with  the  electors  of  the  district  to  levy  a  tax  and 
make  the.  schools  free,  or  support  them  by  “  Rate 
Bill.”  The  House  passed  the  bill  as  drawn  by  Mr. 
Denison,  but  the  Senate  struck  out  by  one  majority 
the  “Free  School”  section,  but  unanimously  passed 
the  rest  of  the  bill,  and  in  this  shape  it  was  passed 
by  both  Houses,  and  was  approved  by  the  Governor 
Jan.  22,  1853.  (See  edition  of  School  Laws  of 
1853.)  This  was  the  only  change  made  in  the 
school  law  from  1847  to  1858,  when  the  law 
revised  entirely.  He  served  several  years 
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member  of  the  Muscatine  School  Board,  and  in 
1862  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
was  re-elected,  serving  from  1862  until  Jan.  1, 1866, 
a  term  of  three  and  a  half  years.  He  has  always 
been  an  advocate  of  a  liberal  and  broad  gauged 
system  of  education,  and  has  devoted  at  least  ten 
years  of  his  life  to  educational  matters.  His  first 
vote  was  cast  at  a  school  election,  and  the  first  dol¬ 
lar  of  tax  he  ever  paid  was  toward  the  building  of 
a  school-house  in  the  district  where  he  went  to 
school. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Denison  was  a  Whig  in  political 
sentiment  and  voted  for  William  Henry  Harrison 
for  President  in  1840.  In  1856,  the  Whig  party 
having  broken  up,  he  joined  the  new  Republican 
party,  and  cast  his  vote  for  its  first  candidate,  John 
C.  Fremont,  in  1856.  He  has  advocated  and  sup¬ 
ported  the  policy  of  that  party  continuously  since. 

Our  subject  married  Miss  Margaret  M.  Lyon,  a 
native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Lyon.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  of  whom  only  the  youngest  survives, 
a  daughter,  Edna.  Miss  Edna  is  a  graduate  of 
Iowa  College  of  Grinnell.  Mrs.  Denison  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  State  Normal  School  at  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  four 
years  after  coming  to  Muscatine. 

Since  1876  our  subject  has  been  engaged  in 
banking.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1878,  he  joined 
G.  A.  Garretson  in  a  private  banking  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  G.  A.  Garretson  <fc  Co., 
successors  to  the  Muscatine  National  Bank,  which 
connection  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 


yj,'  ACOB  VAN  DORN,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  33,  Sweetland 
Township,  is  one  of  the  settlers  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County  of  1855.  He  was  born  July  12, 
1833,  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Lee)  Van  Dorn.  When  he 
was  five  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to. 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  there  resided  for  six 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  emigrated 
to  Indiana  and  located  in  Dearborn  County,  where 
Jacob  passed  eleven  years  of  his  life.  He  was 


T 


educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  in  that  county 
resided  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when,  in 
1855,  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  River  into  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  Iowa,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  in  Sweetland  Township.  He 
made  the  journey  with  a  company  of  friends  in 
wagons  from  New  Jersey  to  Ohio,  the  railroad  not 
then  having  been  built,  and  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful  in  the  line  of  work  which  he  has  followed  since 
his  arrival.  Mr.  Van  Dorn  is  now  the  owner  of 
1*00  acres  of  fine  land,  which  pays  him  a  golden 
tribute  for  his  labor  expended  upon  it,  and  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  com- 
munity. 

While  residing  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  the 
death  of  our  subject’s  father  occurred,  he  departing 
this  life  in  1844.  His  mother  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  April  26,  1868,  and  his  sister,  now  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bigney,  the  only  child  of  the  family  besides  our 
subject,  is  now  living  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind. 

Mr.  Van  Dorn,  in  connection  with  farming,  has 
for  thirty  years  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  molasses  from  sorghum,  grown  by  the  farmers 
in  the  community.  He  has  been  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  since  its  organization. 

- - 

RS.  REBECCA  WOODS,  of  Muscatine, 
ijl  \V  Iowa,  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y., 

)  in  August,  1819.  Her  parents  were  Will- 

®  iam  and  Eleanor  (Armour)  Barber,  who 

were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  locating  first  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  resided  until  their  removal  to  Carroll  County, 

Ill.,  in  1840,  at  which  time  they  became  residents 
of  Washington  Township.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children — John,  William,  Rebecca,  Matthew, 
Armour  and  Margaret.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  were 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  but 
as  there  was  no  organization  of  that  denomination 
near  their  place  of-  residence  they  affiliated  with 
the  Presbyterians. 

In  1837  Rebecca  Barber  was  united  in  marriage 
with  John  Fulton,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
though  born  of  Scotch  parentage.  The  young 
people  began  their  domestic  life  in  Philadelphia,  i  t 
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Pa.,  where  Mr.  Fulton  engaged  in  blacksmitking, 
and  there  resided  until  1848,  when  they  removed 
to  Carroll  County,  Ill.,  Mr.  Fulton’s  death  occur¬ 
ring  on  the  17th  of  October  following.  By  their 
union  five  children  were  horn:  Daniel,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  years;  William,  who  served 
with  honor  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  Rebellion,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Savanna,  Ill.;  Samuel,  who  en¬ 
listed  in  defense  of  his  country,  becoming  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry,  is  now  residing  in 
Hebron.  Thayer  Co.,  Neb.;  Rebecca,  wife  of  James 
Hurst,  of  Dodge  County,  Neb.;  and  Eleanor,  wife 
of  Thomas  Ashcroft,  who  is  living  in  Moline,  Ill. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Fulton  Mrs.  Fulton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Alexander  Woods,  who 
was  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Pa.,  and  one  of  the 
pioneers  and  respected  citizens  of  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  by  whom  she  had  one  child.  Clara,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Duncan  McIntyre,  of  Carroll 
County,  Ill.  The  death  of  Mr.  Woods  occurred 
in  1871.  He  was  a  man  well  informed  on  all  the 
affairs  of  the  country,  was  held  in  high  regard  both 
as  a  citizen  and  pioneer,  and  politically,  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  having 
been  honored  by  several  local  offices  of  Muscatine. 
Mrs.  Woods  is  still  living  at  the  old  home  in  Mus¬ 
catine,  where  she  is  comfortably  situated.  She  is 
a  lady  highly  esteemed  for  her  many  excellencies 
of  character,  and  has  a  large  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  in  this  county. 

ILLIAM  D.  LAWRENCE,  who  resides  on 
section  24,  Fruitland  Township,  was  born 
in  Lincolnshire,  England,  April  14,  1818, 
and  is  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  of 
John  and  Anna  (Bell)  Lawrence,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Lincolnshire.  Both  parents  died  many 
years  ago  in  their  native  land.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received  a 
limited  education  in  his  native  land.  In  the  spring 
of  1831,  while  in  his  thirteenth  year,  he  left  the 
mother  country  and  came  to  America,  landing  at 
New  York  after  a  rough  voyage  of  five  weeks.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  company  with  an  elder 
brother  who  had  previously  been  here. 


Leaving  New  York  City  our  subject  went  to  Al¬ 
bany,  N.  Y.,  and  near  that  place  resided  some  two 
months.  He  then  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he 
remained  one  year,  and  then  returned  to  the  States, 
residing  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in 
teaming.  From  Buffalo  he  went  to  Natchez,  Miss., 
and  from  there  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained 
eighteen  months.  Coming  North  he  stopped  at 
North  Bend,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  by  Scott 
Harrison,  the  father  of  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison,  for 
two  and  a  half  years. 

In  1839,  at  North  Bend,  Ohio,  Mr.  Lawrence  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Disbro,  a  native 
of  New  lrork,  and  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Jane  Dis¬ 
bro,  also  natives  of  that  State.  Her  father,  who 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  emigrated  to  Illinois 
at  an  early  day,  and  from  thence  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  arrived  in  1850.  His 
death  occurred  in  1852,  his  wife  preceding  him  to 
her  long  home  some  years  previousty,  dying  while  re¬ 
siding  near  East  St.  Louis.  • 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Lawrence  removed 
to  McLean  County,  Ill.,  rented  land,  and  there  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  His  next  move  was  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  bottom  near  East  St.  Louis,  where  he  farmed 
two  years,  and  in  1848  moved  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  locating  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
and  where  lie  entered  102^  acres  of  land  from  the 
Government.  He  commenced  improving  his  land, 
and  built  a  good  residence,  and  has  here  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside,  with  the  exception  of  one  year.  In 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  2d  Iowa 
Cavalry,  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  at 
Davenport.  He  enlisted  for  three  years,  but  on 
account  of  disability  was  discharged  at  Bird’s 
Point,  Mo.,  in  the  spring  of  1862,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  his  farm. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  five  of  whom  are  living— Mary,  Martha, 
Sarah  Ann,  William  and  John.  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
Arnold,  resides  in  Kansas;  Martha,  now  Mrs. 
Ernest,  resides  in  Mapleton,  Iowa;  Sarah  Ann,  now 
Mrs.  Ewell,  also  resides  in  Mapleton,  Iowa;  Will¬ 
iam,  who  is  married,  resides  near  the  old  home¬ 
stead  ;  John,  who  is  also  married,  resides  in  Mar¬ 
shall  County,  Kan. 

In  1873  Mrs.  Sarah  Lawrence  died,  and  in  1874 
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Mr.  Lawrence  married  Emily  Gage,  the  widow  of 
Perry  Gage.  She  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
came  West  with  her  parents,  George  and  Margaret 
Eakins,  at  an  early  day.  Seven  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union,  three  of  whom  are  living — Eva, 
Grover  C.  and  Ada  Bell. 

Our  subject  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  and 
raises  each  year  considerable  stock.  In  politics  he 
is  not  very  active,  but  trains  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  having  acquired  all 
his  possessions  by  industry  and  economy.  He  is 
the  oldest  living  settler  in  Fruitland  Township,  and 
in  the  forty  years  spent  in  this  county  has  witnessed 
many  changes,  and  has  made  many  warm  friends, 
who  admire  him  for  his  many  excellent  traits  of 
character. 

A  fine  portrait  of  this  excellent  citizen  appears 
upon  another  page  of  this  work. 


A.  McINTIRE  came  to  Wilton  in  1856, 
when  the  town  was  in  its  infancy,  and  for 
over  thirty-two  years  has  been  identified 
^f|with  its  growth  and  progress,  lie  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  Keystone  State,  born  in  Crawford 
County,  Feb.  24,  1820.  and  was  there  reared  to 
manhood,  continuing  a  resident  of  that  community 
until  thirty-six  years  of  age.  His  parents,  James 
D.  and  Nancy  (Adams)  Mclntire,  reared  a  family 
of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  our  sub¬ 
ject  being  the  eldest  of  that  number.  The  father 
died  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-eight  years,  and  the  mother  departed  this 
life  in  1861. 

When  a  young  man  our  subject  served  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  to  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder, 
an  occupation  which  he  followed  until  his  removal 
to  Iowa.  Early  in  1856  he  emigrated  to  this  State, 
with  the  intention  of  locating  at  Des  Moines,  which 
at  that  time  promised  to  become  the  capital,  though 
the  Legislature  still  convened  at  Iowa  City.  Wil¬ 
ton,  also,  was  growing  very  rapidly  and  gave  prom¬ 
ise,  especially  in  view  of  its  railroad  facilities,  of 
becoming  a  place  of  some  importance.  Other 
influences  combined  with  these  induced  Mr.  Mcln¬ 
tire  to  change  the  decision  of  becoming  a  resident 
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of  Des  Moines  and  locate  in  Wilton.  He  purchased 
a  number  of  town  lots,  the  following  year  erected 
a  home  for  his  family,  and  also  built  what  was 
afterward  known  as  the  Mclntire  House.  In  1857 
he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  position 
which  he  held  for  four  years,  and  has  also  served 
as  Mayor  of  the  town  for  three  years.  In  1860  he 
was  appointed  Postmaster,  being  the  second  to  hold 
that  position  in  Wilton,  and  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office,  notwithstanding  the  change 
to  a  Republican  administration,  until  1863,  when 
he  resigned  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  It 
is,  perhaps,  in  the  capacity  of  landlord  of  the  Mcln¬ 
tire  House  that  he  is  the  most  widely  known.  He 
conducted  this  hotel  for  the  long  period  of  twenty- 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  formed  an  exten¬ 
sive  acquaintance  with  the  traveling  public.  Being 
the  chief  hotel  of  the  place,  his  house  was  largely 
patronized,  and  for  a  long  time  he  did  an  extensive 
and  profitable  business.  In  the  spring  of  1888  he 
sold  his  hotel  property  and  retired  to  private  life, 
yet  still  resides  in  AYilton. 

While  in  Pennsylvania  our  subject  was  united  in 
the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Josephine  F. 
Cooper,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Amanda  (Coch¬ 
ran)  Cooper,  who  came  to  Muscatine  County  in 
1853.  Her  father  died  in  1876,  but  her  mother  is 
still  living.  Five  children  have  been  born  of  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife:  Charles 
C.,  the  eldest,  in  connection  with  his  youngest 
brother,  AT.  B.,  is  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  busi¬ 
ness  in  Rock  Island;  the  second  son,  James  Ed¬ 
ward,  is  a  prominent  attorney  of  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.;  Hattie  B.  is  the  wife  of  II.  L.  Edgerton,  of 
Chicago;  William  B.,  above  mentioned, is  the  next 
in  age,  and  the  youngest  is  Mollie,  who  is  still  at 
home. 

Fully  realizing  the  advantages  of  education,  Mr. 
Mclntire  gave  all  his  children  ample  opportunities 
for  instruction,  which  were  .appreciated  and  im¬ 
proved,  all  being  excellent  scholars,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Mollie  are  settled  in  life.  The  sons 
are  successful  in  the  several  vocations  and  are 
worthy  and  useful  members  of  society.  In  their 
religious  connection  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mclntire  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  Democrat.  Forward  in  whatever 
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tends  to  promote  the  moral,  mental  and  religions 
growth  of  the  community,  he  is  one  of  the  repre¬ 
sentative  men  of  his  town  and  county,  and  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all. 

bfcEWIS  F.  C REITZ,  a  dealer  in  live  stock,  of 
Wilton,  Iowa,  was  Born  in  Lehigh  County, 
Pa.,  May  26,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Follweiler)  Creitz,  also  natives  of 
the  same  county.  The  family  is  of  German  descent, 
but  in  the  earliest  days  of  American  history  settled 
in  Pennsylvania.  Henry  Creitz  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  farming  in  the  Keystone  State,  and  in  con¬ 
nection  also  worked  at  the  trades  of  harness-making 
and  shoemaking.  Our  subject  learned  a  trade  un¬ 
der  the  instruction  of  his  father,  but  later  engaged 
in  clerking,  and  in  1855  and  1856,  in  connection 
with  a  younger  brother,  carried  on  general  mer¬ 
chandising.  The  following  spring  he  went  to  Kan¬ 
sas,  where  the  struggle  between  the  friends  and  op¬ 
ponents  of  slavery  was  still  being  carried  on.  Two 
brothers,  'William  and  Charles  Creitz,  had  become 
residents  of  the  State  two  years  previously,  and  were 
in  the  hottest  of  the  strife.  Lewis  made  a  claim  of 
160  acres  of  land  known  as  the  Delaware  Trust,  and 
he  and  his  brothers  erected  the  first  building  on 
what  is  now  the  town  site  of  Holton,  Jackson 
County,  being  the  first  to  sell  goods  at  that  place. 
Remaining  in  Kansas  only  from  May  until  Septem¬ 
ber,  Mr.  Creitz  then  returned  to  his  native  State, 
where  he  engaged  in  stock  dealing,  driving  cattle 
across  the  Alleghanies,  the  railroads  having  notj^et 
been  built  over  the  mountains.  Following  this  vo¬ 
cation  until  1861  he  again  emigrated  to  the  West, 
locating  in  "Wilton,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  har¬ 
ness-making.  But  war  was  at  hand  and  the  strug¬ 
gle  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  was  about  to 
be  inaugurated. 

On  the  first  call  for  troops,  in  April,  1861,  our 
subject  enlisted  in  Company  A,  1st  Regiment  of 
Iowa  Volunteers,  and  served  in  the  command  in 
Southwestern  Missouri  under  Gen.  Nathaniel  Lyon, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Springfield  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1861,  where  that  gallant  hero  fell. 
The  regiment  lost  quite  heavily  in  killed  and 
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wounded.  A  few  days  after  the  engagement  at 
Springfield  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  at  St. 
Louis,  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
service.  Returning  to  Wilton  Mr.  Creitz  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  salesman  in  the  store  of  F.  P.  Ilubbert 
until  July,  1862.  On  the  2d  of  August  following 
he  again  entered  the  military  service,  and,  assisted 
By  A.  V.  Jewell,  raised  a  company  of  volunteers. 
On  the  organization  of  this  company  he  was  made 
First  Lieutenant,  and  assigned  to  the  35th  Regi¬ 
ment,  which  was  stationed  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  until  the 
early  part  of  1863.  On  the  10th  of  December,  1862, 
Lieut.  Creitz,  the  Captain  and  thirty  men  of  the 
company,  were  detailed  with  others  to  guard  nearly 
1,000  Confederate  prisoners,  who  were  conveyed 
down  the  Mississippi  River  on  the  steamer  “  City 
of  Madison,”  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  change 
of  prisoners  with  the  enemy  at  Vicksburg.  The 
object  of  this  expedition  was  accomplished,  the 
guards  returning  with  a  like  number  of  Union  pris¬ 
oners  of  war.  This  was  an  interesting  experience 
for  our  Lieutenant.  On  the  return  trip  they  met 
the  expedition  of  Gen.  Sherman  on  its  way  down 
the  river  to  attack  A  icksburg.  Mr.  Creitz  rejoined 
His  regiment  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  whither  in  the  mean¬ 
time  it  had  been  ordered,  and  in  the  spring  of  1863 
joined  Grant’s  command,  which  was  then  besieging 
Vicksburg,  and  was  assigned  to  the  15th  Army 
Corps,  commanded  by  Gen.  Sherman.  The  regi¬ 
ment  took  part  in  the  capture  of  Jackson,  where 
Lieut.  Creitz  had  command  of  a  company,  and  after 
the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  participated  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  expedition  against  Jackson.  In  March,  1864, 
it  was  detached  from  the  15th  Army  Corps  and  as¬ 
signed  to  the  16th  Army  Corps,  at  which  time  the 
Lieutenant,  who  had  been  made  Brigade  Quarter¬ 
master  in  January,  1864,  assumed  that  position  ill 
the  3d  Brigade  and  1st  Division,  accompanying 
Gen.  Banks  in  that  capacity  on  the  Red  River  ex¬ 
pedition.  He  also  participated  in  the  Tupelo  ex¬ 
pedition,  in  July,  1864,  and  joined  Gen.  Thomas  at 
Nashville  in  November.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
battle  at  that  place  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  which  resulted  in  the  defeat  and  rout  of  Hood’s 
army,  and  joined  in  its  pursuit  to  the  Tennessee 
River.  Encamping  at  Eastport,  Miss.,  until  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1865,  with  the  troops,  lie  then  embarked  for 
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New  Orleans,  where,  under  Gen.  Camby,  he  engaged 
in  the  reduction  of  Mobile,  from  whence  the  regi¬ 
ment  marched  to  Montgomery,  and  returning  to 
Selma,  garrisoned  that  place.  There  Lieut.  Creitz 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  Post  Quartermaster  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out 
of  service  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  on  the  10th  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1865. 

Returning  to  Wilton  our  subject  there  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1870,  when  he  went  to  Kansas  and 
began  the  improvement  of  the  farm  which  lie  had 
entered  in  1857,  but  becoming  a  victim  of  the 
grasshopper  pest,  returned  to  Wilton  in  the  fall  of 
1875,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
dealing  in  stock.  lie  is  numbered  among  the  en¬ 
terprising  business  men  of  the  community,  and  has 
been  quite  successful  in  his  present  undertaking. 

In  1869  Mr.  Creitz  was  united  in  marriage  at 
Wilton,  his  union  being  with  Miss  Rebecca  Ours,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  To  them  have  been  born 
a  family  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living 
— Katie,  Stella  May,  Clinton  and  Clarence.  Charles, 
who  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years.  Mr.  Creitz  was  a  gallant  soldier 
in  the  War  for  the  Union,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  wor¬ 
thy  and  prominent  citizen. 
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RAN  CIS  BACON  came  to  Wilton  in  the 
early  days  of  its  history,  arriving  in  the  year 
lib  1856,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  the  place 
continuously  since.  He  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  Jan.  30,  1835,  and  is  descended  from  New 
England  ancestry.  His  father,  Henry  Bacon,  who 
was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1807,  removed 
with  his  family  to  Camden,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
1836,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
business  for  many  years,  making  his  home  in  that 
city  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1881.  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Mr.  Bacon  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  having  been  Miss  M. 
Edwards,  who  died  in  1829.  He  was  again  mar¬ 
ried  in  1834,  becoming  the  husband  of  Betsy  Jones, 
who  was  born  in  New  Haven,  in  June,  1809,  and 
now  lives  with  her  son  Francis  at  Wilton.  Of  the 
1  '  second  marriage  six  children  were  born,  five  sons 


and  a  daughter,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  but 
the  others  attained  to  years  of  maturity.  Francis, 
of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest;  Henry  C.  died  in 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,  in  1862;  Edward  E.  is  now  an 
attorney-at-law  at  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.  The  youngest 
son  was  William  H.,  who  died  near  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  in  1878.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a 
resident  of  Wilton,  but  his  health  declining  he  went 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  with  the  hope  that  its  mild  and 
salubrious  climate  might  effect  his  restoration.  But 
this  hope  proved  groundless,  and  he  passed  away 
at  the  time  above  mentioned.  He  was  a  worthy 
and  estimable  young  man,  and  his  early  death  was 
deeply  lamented.  The  daughter,  Annie  E.,  is  the 
wife  of  James  Durrel,  and  lesides  near  Los  Angeles. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  common-school  edu¬ 
cation,  and  very  early  in  life  began  his  mercantile 
career  as  a  clerk.  He  was  but  twenty-one  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Wilton,  where  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  salesman  for  John  J.  Rider,  with  whom 
he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1860,  when  he 
purchased  the  entire  business  interest  of  his  em¬ 
ployer,  and  continued  alone  until  the  spring  of 
1878,  when  Charles  Mclntire  became  a  partner. 
Until  1881  Mr.  Bacon  engaged  in  mercantile  pur¬ 
suits,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  dealers  of  the 
town.  In  June,  1874,  in  connection  with  others,  he 
organized  the  Farmers  and  Citizens’  Bank  at  Wil¬ 
ton,  of  which  he  was  elected  President,  and  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  the  banking  in¬ 
terests  of  the  place  since  that  time,  serving  now  as 
cashier  in  the  institution  above  alluded  to. 

On  the  2d  day  of  April,  1861,  Mr.  Bacon  was 
united  in  marriage  with  INI  iss  Harriet  E.  Rider, 
daughter  of  John  J.  Rider.  She  was  born  in  Sey¬ 
mour,  Conn.,  in  August,  1843,  and  with  her  par¬ 
ents  came  to  Muscatine  County  in  1856.  Her 
father  died  in  Wilton  in  1871.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bacon  have  been  born  an  interesting  family  of 
three  children:  Charles  C.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Wilton,  was  born  in  that 
city  in  February,  1862;  John  E.,  born  in  June, 
1864;  and  Mary,  in  June,  1869.  Thus  have  we 
briefly  sketched  the  most  important  events  in  the 
life  of  Francis  Bacon,  whose  maturer  years  have 
been  spent  in  Wilton,  and  who  has  ever  been 
prominently  identified  with  its  interests,  growth 
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and  progress.  His  business  career  lias  been  at¬ 
tended  with  much  more  than  the  average  measure 
of  success,  and  lie  is  numbered,  socially  and  finan¬ 
cially,  with  the  leading  citizens  of  this  county.  In 
political  sentiment  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party,  and  favors  the  enforcement  of  the  pro¬ 
hibitory  law.  lie  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  and  his  wife  have  long 
been  faithful  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  Bacon  lias 
been  Superintendent  of  its  Sabbath-school  for 
upward  of  twenty-five  years. 

LPHEUS  M.  PERSONS,  a  leading  farmer 
v©7l]  residing  on  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
I  tion  11,  Wilton  Township,  was  born  in 
&}/  Windham  County,  Vt.,  on  the  17th  day  of 
May,  1831.  His  father,  Alpheus  Persons,  Sr.,  died 
in  April,  1843,  when  our  subject  was  but  twelve 
years  of  age,  he  being  accidentally  killed  by  the 
falling  of  a  tree.  By  this  misfortune  the  wife  was 
left  with  five  children,  four  of  whom  were  below 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  upon  her  devolved 
the  care  of  the  family.  The  children  were  thus 
compelled  to  care  for  themselves  at  an  early  age. 
They  are  all  yet  living  with  the  exception  of  the 
youngest.  Calista  is  a  resident  of  Newton,  Jasper 
Co.,  Iowa;  Wallace  is  living  in  Rutland  County, 
Vt.;  Fanny  makes  her  home  in  Jasper  County, 
Iowa;  Alpheus  M.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Archibald. 
The  latter  enlisted  Aug.  27,  1861,  in  the  5th  Ver¬ 
mont  Infantry,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Lee’s  Mills,  Va.,  in  April,  1862.  He  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Invalid  Corps,  Sept.  1,  1863,  where 
he  served  till  the  close  of  the  Avar.  He  escaped 
death  in  the  army  to  be  killed  by  accident  later  in 
life.  He  was  a  resident  of  Readsboro,  Vt.,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  July  28,  1873. 
From  thirteen  to  eighteen  years  of  age  our  subject 
was  engaged  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  work¬ 
ing  on  a  farm,  but  later  was  employed  for  the  two 
years  immediately  preceding  his  emigration  to  the 
West  in  a  pail  and  tub  factory  in  Massachusetts. 
On  the  25th  day  of  September,  1856,  he  arrived  in 
Muscatine  County,  where  fora  number  of  years  he 


folloAved  the  trade  of  carpentering,  and  in  1867  set¬ 
tled  on  a  farm  which  he  purchased  in  Farmington 
Township,  Cedar  Count}',  about  three  miles  north 
of  Durant.  The  land  constituting  that  farm  Avas 
in  an  unimproved  state,  and  for  two  years  he  con¬ 
tinued  its  cultivation,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Fulton  ToAvnship,  Muscatine  County,  and  bought  a 
farm,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  until  March, 

1 884,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  home  on  sec¬ 
tion  11,  Wilton  Township.  He  there  bought  160 
acres  of  land,  which  Avas  first  settled  by  J.  II.  Pin- 
grey,  and  Avas  the  Pingrey  homestead  for  many 
years. 

On  the  6th  day  of  September,  1860,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Flavilla 
Deming,  their  union  being  celebrated  in  Fulton 
ToAvnship.  The  lady  Avas  born  in  Illinois,  Jan.  16, 
1842,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  Deming,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Muscatine  County.  By  their 
union  tAvo  children  have  been  born;  Leona,  now  the 
wife  of  Oakley  Norton,  a  son  of  C.  W.  Norton,  of 
Wilton;  and  Edna  Ruth,  avIio  Avas  born  March  22, 
1880.  Our  subject  has  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
homes  in  Wilton  Township,  and  his  land  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  In  early  life  he  sup¬ 
ported  the  Whig  party,  casting  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  Gen.  Scott  in  1852,  but  since  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  the  Republican  party  has  been  one  of  its 
firm  advocates.  He  and  his  Avife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  at  Durant,  and  in  the 
work  of  that  denomination  take  an  active  interest. 
Both  ha\re  passed  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in 
Muscatine  County,  and  are  numbered  among  its 
esteemed  and  respected  citizens. 


IIARLES  A.  ZEISIG,  a  leading  merchant  of 
Moscoav,  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  born  Nov. 

\8\  /I) 

9,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  A.  Zeisig, 
who  is  still  residing  in  that  country.  Of  his 
father’s  family  there  were  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  but  he  is  the  only  one  who  ever 
came  to  America.  Desiring  to  try  his  fortune  in 
the  New  World,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  bade 
good-by  to  home,  friends  and  native  land,  and 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  landing  in  NeAv  York 
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.Tune  8,  1870.  After  remaining  in  the  city  of 
Brooklyn  a  short  time  lie  removed  to  Pittsburgh, 
l’a.,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  emigration 
to  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  in 
working  upon  a  farm.  Leaving  the  farm  he  went 
to  Durant,  Cedar  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  a  year,  being  associated  in  busi¬ 
ness  with  Ernest  Gabriel,  at  Wilton.  Coming  to 
Moscow  lie  established  business  Nov.  1,  1878,  and 
now  carries  a  complete  line  of  general  merchandise, 
including  dry-goods,  groceries,  drugs,  etc.  By  his 
fair  and  honest  dealing,  and  his  earnest  desire  to 
please  his  customers,  he  has  built  up  a  good  trade, 
and  is  well  deserving  of  a  liberal  share  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  patronage.  In  connection  with  his  mercantile 
pursuits  he  also  deals  in  grain.  In  1882  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Postmaster, 
which  position  he  held  until  1887,  for  six  years 
served  as  Township  Clerk  of  Moscow  Township, 
and  in  the  autumn  election  of  1888  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

On  the  6th  day  of  September,  1881,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Hain,  a 
native  of  Cedar  County,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hain,  who  was  born  in  Indiana.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children — Blanche  M.  and 
Charles  A.  In  politics  Mr.  Zeisig  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party.  As  a  public  official  he  dis¬ 
charged  his  duty  with  promptness  and  fidelity,  and 
is  numbered  among  the  progressive  citizens  and 
enterprising  business  men  of  the  county. 


HARLES  W.  NORTON,  the  present  Mayor 
(li  111  of  Itma,  has  become  widely  known 

as  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
breeders  of  fine  stock  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  town  of  Westfield,  Medina  Co., 
Ohio.  The  ancestry  of  the  family  can  be  traced 


back  to  1623,  and  the  branch  of  which  our  subject 
is  a  member  is  descended  from  one  of  three  broth¬ 
ers  who  emigrated  from  their  Scottish  home  in  the 
early  Colonial  days  of  our  country.  Birdsey  B. 
Norton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  in  1807,  and  in  his  youth  was  a 


schoolmate  of  the  famous  divine,  Henry  Ward 
Beecher.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Capt.  Miles 
Norton,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  removed  to  Ohio,  settling  on  the  Western  Re¬ 
serve  when  his  son  Birdsey  was  about  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  there  resided  until  his  death.  On 
that  old  homestead  Birdsey  Norton  still  lives,  now 
eighty-one  years  of  age,  and  there  his  son,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch,  was  born.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  five  sons  and  a 
daughter,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Samuel  E., 
a  prominent  merchant  of  Nevada,  Mo.;  Charles 
A'.;  George  I’>.,  who  is  engaged  in  merchandising 
in  Arizona  Territory;  and  David  L.,  the  youngest, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Ohio. 

Charles  AY.  Norton  was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  II  is  early  education  was  attained  at  the 
public  schools,  and  lie  was  later,  for  two  vears,  a 
student  of  Baldwin  University.  He  entered  that 
institution  with  the  intention  of  taking  a  full 
course,  but  engaged  in  teaching  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  means  to  pay  his  way  through  col¬ 
lege,  and  after  continuing  at  that  occupation  for 
two  years,  gave  up  the  project  he  had  entertained 
of  graduating,  and  accepted  a  position  in  the  store 
of  an  uncle,  S.  E.  Norton,  at  Phelps,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.  There  he  remained  for  about  two  years, 
when,  his  health  failing  on  account  of  the  close 
confinement  in  the  store,  lie  decided  to  return  to 
the  West.  Previous  to  going  to  New  York  he 
had  obtained  a  land  warrant  of  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  had  located  120  acres  of  land  in  ('raw- 
ford  County,  Iowa,  the  location  of  which  involved 
a  journey  on  horseback  of  over  4,000  miles.  This 
land  he  now  sold,  realizing  $  1,000,  with  which 
together  with  the  money  he  had  saved  from  his 
earnings,  he  purchased  26 0  acres  of  land  at  Center 
Grove,  Muscatine  County,  This  was  in  1863. 
That  land  formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  splen¬ 
did  stock  farm  of  about  800  acres. 

Our  subject  has  ever  evinced  a  fondness  for 
stock,  and  since  he  was  three  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  his  grandmother  gave  him  his  first  sheep,  he 
has  been  the  owner  of  stock.  When  he  came  to 
Iowa  to  locate  he  brought  with  him  a  carload  of 
fine  sheep,  a  part  of  which  he  sold,  placing  the  re- 
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maiuder  upon  his  farm,  and  this  formed  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  present  valuable  flock.  lie  obtained 
liis  first  important  information  of  the  value  of  the 
Short-horn  Durham  breed  of  cattle  from  Mr.  Shel- 
den,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  the  famous  breeder  of  this 
noted  breed  of  cattle.  In  1870  he  began  with 
three  of  those  animals,  and  has  gradually  increased 
and  improved  his  stock  until  he  has  now  one  of  the 
finest  herds  to  be  found  in  the  State,  numbering 
about  100  head.  Of  his  imported  cattle  might  be 
mentioned  ‘‘Golden  Drop,  the  4th.”  This  cow 
was  bred  by  A.  Campbell,  of  Aberdeenshire,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  sold  for  $1,900.  Our  subject  has  sold 
several  of  her  calves  at  prices  varying  from  $400 
to  $500  each.  Another,  called  “Simplicity,”  was 
imported  in  1887  by  Luther  Adams,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  for  this  animal  he  paid  $1,200,  she  being 
the  choice  of  a  herd  of  forty,  and  is  a  most  beauti¬ 
ful  cow.  “Prince  Charlie”  was  imported  in  1887, 
at  the  same  time  as  the  one  just  mentioned,  and 
for  him  Mr.  Norton  gave  $1,000.  In  the  summer 
of  1888  our  subject  took  a  trip  to  England,  where 
he  purchased  several  fine  English-sliire  horses,  in 
Lancashire;  one  is  called  “Lancashire  Hero,”  and 
took  several  first  prizes  before  he  was  imported. 
He  was  foaled  in  1887,  and  at  the  age  of  one  year 
weighed  1,400  pounds.  The  other,  called  “Honest 
Tom,  Jr.,”  is  two  years  old;  the  sire  of  his  dam, 
also  named  “Honest  Tom,”  has  taken  six  first 
prizes  at  the  English  Royal  Show.  Our  subject 
spent  about  three  months  in  England,  visiting 
numerous  fairs,  and  had  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  securing  the  best  stock  attainable.  While  in 
that  country  he  also  purchased  a  number  of  the 
famous  sheep  known  as  Shropshire  Downs,  which 
are  superior  for  mutton  and  medium  wool,  weigh¬ 
ing  from  250  to  300  pounds  when  full  grown.  His 
flock  numbers  about  200  fine  sheep.  Our  subject 
has  a  beautiful  farm  of  about  800  acres,  which  is 
now  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  his  eldest 
son,  Oakley  G.,  who  is  associated  with  his  father 
in  business,  and  resides  at  the  farm. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  1859,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Collier,  a 
native  of  Westfield,  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Hettie  (Steel)  Collier. 
They  have  five  children:  Oakley  G.,  who  married 


Leona  Persons;  James  C.,  who  is  now  a  student  of 
the  Iowa  State  University;  Birdsey  Lee,  Florence 
E.  and  Charles  W.  They  lost  one  son,  John  II. , 
who  died  in  infancy.  In  March,  1888,  our  subject 
purchased  a  beautiful  home  in  Wilton,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  Ins  family,  removed  to  that  city.  He  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  Muscatine  County, 
and  is  numbered  among  its  progressive  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1860.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church.  The  Norton  Normal, 
a  scientific  academy  at  Wilton,  which  is  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Congregational  Church,  was  named 
in  honor  of  Mr.  Norton,  who  was  one  of  its  foun¬ 
ders,  and  contributed  freely  to  its  establishment. 
The  success  to  which  he  has  attained  in  his  business 
career  has  been  due  to  his  own  efforts,  as  he  has 
made  his  way  unaided  through  life.  Cordial  and 
genial  in  disposition,  fair  and  honorable  in  his 
dealings,  he  has  ever  had  the  respect  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  all. 

- - 


OSEPII  ERSKIN  HOOPES,  of  the  firm  of 
Hahn,  Iloopes  &  Co.,  growers  and  shippers 
of  Muscatine  Island  vegetables,  melons  and 
sweet  potatoes,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  is  the  third  son  of  Lindley  and  Mary  (Addle- 
man)  Iloopes,  of  Lake  Township,  whose  sketch  ap¬ 
pears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Joseph  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  April,  1853,  in  Cambria  County, 
on  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  near 
where  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad  crosses, 
during  a  temporary  residence  of  his  parents  at  that 
place.  The  family  came  to  Iowa  in  1854,  and  in 
1856  settled  in  Lake  Township,  Muscatine  County, 
where  Joseph  was  reared  under  the  invigorating 
and  healthy  influences  of  farm  life,  receiving  a  dis¬ 


trict  school  education.  In  the  winter  of  1874-75  he 
taught  school,  after  which  he  attended  the  Com¬ 
mercial  College  in  Muscatine.  Deciding  to  become 
a  horticulturist  he  formed  a  partnership  in  the  fall 
of  1875  with  his  brother  William  II.  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  which  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent  on 
Jan.  1,  1889.  During  the  fourteen  years  of  this 
partnership  they  were  members  of  the  different 
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firms  of  Middleton  <fc  Iloopes,  Middleton,  Hoopes  & 
Ilolcomb,  Iloopes  it  Ilolcomb  and  W.  II.  Iloopes  A 
Bro.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  firm  of  Hahn, 
Iloopes  &  Co.,  consisting  of  John,  George  and 
Henry  Hahn,  Joseph  E.  and  Emerson  G.  Hoopes, 
and  J.  C.  Shipley,  with  their  office  at  No.  113  West 
Front  street.  He  resides  on  his  farm  of  fifty  acres 
situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  city,  on  the 
celebrated  Muscatine  Island. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1884,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  May  O.  Walton,  the  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Josiah  P.  and  Mary  E.  (Barrows)  Walton, 
whose  biography  appears  in  another  part  of  this 
book.  One  daughter,  Amy  W.,  brightens  their 
home.  Mrs.  May  O.  Iloopes  was  born  and  reared 
in  Muscatine,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  city  High 
School  of  the  class  of  ’79.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
cal  Church,  in  which  he  is  now  officiating  as  a  Stew¬ 
ard,  Chorister,  teacher  of  Bible  Class,  Trustee  and 
local  preacher.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  order 
of  the  Maccabees.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


3* 


'j  JOSEPH  P.  PHELPS,  photographer  and  pro- 
1  '  prietor  of  Phelps’  Lightning  Enameling  Pro¬ 
cess,  was  born  in  Muscatine,  April  1,  1848, 
and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Clark  and  Pascolina 
(Paul)  Phelps.  His  father  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  1816,  and  his  mother  at  Natchez,  Miss. 
They  were  married  in  the  latter  city  in  1838,  and 
came  to  Muscatine  County  in  1842.  His  father 
was  a  steamboat  captain,  and  was  master  of  various 
steamboats  on  the  Mississippi  River.  Prior  to  1855 
he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Mississippi. 
After  spending  many  years  on  the  river  he  retired 
on  account  of  old  age,  and  spent  the  last  ten  years 
of  his  life  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  November,  1885.  His  wife  died  in  October, 
1881. 

Joseph  P.  Phelps  was  reared  in  Muscatine  and 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  In  1862  he  began 
learning  photography,  and  in  1865  bought  out  his 
former  employer,  and  has  been  connected  with  this 
line  of  business  ever  since.  He  was  married  at 
Natchez,  Miss.,  in  June,  1871,  to  Miss  Louisa  Wal¬ 


ter,  a  native  of  Natchez,  and  daughter  of  Jeremiah 
Walter.  Five  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union — Florence,  Effie,  Ruth,  Vivian  and  Laura. 
Mrs.  Phelps  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Politically,  Mr.  Phelps  is  a  Democrat.  Since  1886 
he  lias  devoted  his  time  to  handling  his  lightning 
enameling  patents,  of  which  he  has  made  a  great 
success. 

-  OOP  . 
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1  !*•  -TERRI,  dealer  and  shipper  of  horses 
and  mules,  Muscatine,  was  born  in  Ithaca, 
)  Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  17,  1837,  and 
is  a  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Nancy  (Ivetchum)  Terry. 
He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  de¬ 
veloped  a  love  for  good  horses,  and  when  but  sev¬ 
enteen  began  buying  and  selling  those  useful  ani¬ 
mals,  operating  principally  in  New  York.  He  was 
married,  April  20,  1855,  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Roberts, 
a  native  of  Wells,  Tioga  Co.,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of 
Edward  Roberts. 

In  1857  Mr.  Terry  came  to  Muscatine,  where  he 
resided  until  1860,  when  he  went  to  California  by 
way  of  New  York  and  the  Isthmus.  He  spent  two 
years  in  that  State,  engaged  in  freighting  and  deal¬ 
ing  in  horses,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
to  Muscatine.  In  the  spring  of  1866  he  settled  on 
a  farm  near  Wilton,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  dealing  in  horses.  In  1875  he  opened  a  livery 
stable  at  Wilton,  where  he  carried  on  the  livery 
business  and  dealing  in  horses  until  1886,  when  he 
removed  to  Muscatine  City.  He  bought  and  re¬ 
built  his  present  extensive  and  commodious  stables 
on  1  bird  street,  where  he  does  a  large  business  in 
buying  and  shipping  horses  and  mules,  and  also 
keeps  a  general  feed  and  boarding  stable,  having 
room  for  the  accommodation  of  125  head  of  horses. 
Mr.  Terry  also  deals  in  Western  lands  and  in  wag¬ 
ons  and  buggies.  His  horse  trade  has  grown  to 
important  proportions,  having  sold  and  shipped  in 
1887,  710  horses,  and  the  year  1888  probably  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  number. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terry  are  the  parents  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Georgia  A.  and  Louisa  M.,  the  last-named  be¬ 
ing  the  wife  of  Boison  Hill,  of  Wilton,  Iowa.  Mrs. 
Terry  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church.  Mr.  Terry  is  a  pronounced  Re- 
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publican  in  politics.  The  peculiar  entertainment 
furnished  the  public  by  this  gentleman  and  his 
friend,  J.  C.  Abbott,  of  Wilton,  in  the  payment  of 
election  bets  on  the  occasions  of  the  Presidential 
elections  of  1884  and  1888,  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  the  citizens  of  Muscatine  County.  Mr. 
Terry  is  a  whole-souled,  genial  man,  warm  and  true 
in  his  friendship,  prompt  and  reliable  in  business 
matters,  and  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed  wher¬ 
ever  known — and  who  in  Eastern  Iowa  does  not 
know  Eb.  Terry? 


P"  ’ATHER  LAURENT,  rector  of  St.  Matthias’ 
)  Church,  was  born  on  the  22d  of  February, 

_ _  1828,  near  Dijon,  France.  After  attending 

the  schools  of  his  native  place,  he  was  sent  when 
ten  years  of  age  away  from  home  to  begin  his 
classical  course.  In  those  days  it  took  nine  years 
to  complete  the  studies,  four  of  which  he  spent  in 
the  old  citjr  of  Autun.  the  Bibracte  of  Caesar’s 
Commentaries,  and  five  years  at  Plombieres.  It  is 
customary  in  French  colleges  and  seminaries  for 
students  to  make  collections  of  insects  and  plants, 
and  study  as  a  pastime  entomology  and  botany. 
Strange  to  sajq  it  was  that  feature  which  in  a  great 
measure  caused  our  subject  to  leave  his  country 
for  America.  After  studying  philosophy  in  Troyes 
and  passing  his  examination  and  taking  degrees  at 
the  old  Paris  Torbonne,  the  great  question  arose, 
what  is  to  be  done  now?  In  that  year  of  Revolu¬ 
tion,  1848,  it  was  hard  to  decide;  positions  under 
the  Government  were  unreliable,  and  no  one  could 
tell  what  or  where  the  end  would  be.  There  was 
then  in  the  cityr  of  Troyes  a  good,  holy  man  from 
Lyons,  who  was  at  the  head  of  a  religious  publica¬ 
tion  printed  at  the  capital  of  Champlain.  P.  Laurent 
used  to  meet  him  often,  and  after  his  successful 
examination  in  Paris,  Mr.  Bernard,  a  friend  and  old 
schoolmate  of  Bishop  Loras,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
spoke  to  him  about  going  to  America  and  devoting 
his  life  to  the  service  of  God,  since  it  could  not  be 
done  for  his  own  country  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  He  depicted  to  him  in  glowing  terms  the 
greatness  of  the  work  done  by  Bishop  Loras  among 
the  Indian  tribes  and  in  the  settlements  of  the  new 


Territory  of  Iowa,  and  the  wily  abbe  added,  too, 
what  a  glorious  field  that  would  be  to  study  the 
Fauna  and  Flora  of  the  New  World.  1 1  is  words 
fell  on  responding  soil — the  young  man  begged 
him  to  write  to  Bishop  Loras  and  have  him  incor¬ 
porated  in  his  clergy.  This  was  done,  and  the 
Bishop  admitted  the  j’oung  man  and  directed  him 
to  study  German,  as  that  language  was  very  useful 
among  the  Teutonic  emigrants. 

The  Theological  Seminary  of  Strasburg  was  then 
celebrated  for  thoroughness  of  studies.  Thither 
P.  Laurent  went,  and  spent  one  year  in  the  study 
of  theology  and  the  German  language.  Next  year 
found  him  in  Einsiedelu,  pursuing  the  same  studies. 
Peaceful  Einsiedelu  retreat,  on  the  top  of  the  Swiss 
Alps,  amid  pine  forests  and  eternal  snows,  abode 
of  holy  and  learned  Benedictines,  after  Monte  Cas- 
sino,  the  oldest  sanctuary  of  Europe,  what  a  grand 
place  for  study  and  mental  improvement  !  Paint¬ 
ing  and  music  there  had  their  classic  home,  and 
what  finer  vocation  could  a  young  man  wish  for 
than  to  spend  his  days  in  those  learned  halls,  under 
the  shadow  of  the  grand  old  abbe  church  ?  But 
Providence  decided  otherwise.  In  1849  Bishop 
Loras  revisited  his  old  home  in  Lyons,  France. 
One  of  his  first  duties  was  to  write  to  Dijon  to  en¬ 
quire  after  P.  Laurent.  Learning  he  was  in  Ein- 
sielden,  he  at  once  wrote  to  him  to  join  him  in 
Lyons,  to  prepare  for  going  to  America.  So  in  the 
beginning  of  1850,  reluctantly  and  sadly,  P.  Laur¬ 
ent  bade  farewell  to  his  friends  in  the  land  of  beau¬ 
tiful  lakes,  to  the  snow-covered  peaks  and  pine 
forests,  the  European  land  of  the  free  and  home  of 
the  brave,  and  in  the  cold  January  crossed  the 
whole  Helvetic  Confederation,  and  went  to  Lyons 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  the  winter.  Thither  he 
was  joined  b3r  other  recruits — young  French  abbes 
induced  by  Bishop  Loras  to  follow  him  to  the  wilds 
of  Iowa.  In  the  month  of  April  they  left  Havre 
on  the  sailing-ship  “Zurich,”  and  in  thirty-five 
days  landed  in  New  York,  on  the  12th  of  May. 
From  New  York  to  Albany  by  steamer,  thence  to 
Buffalo  by  rail,  brought  the  travelers  to  the  ter¬ 
minus  of  the  railroad,  and  to  avoid  the  stage  coach 
they  went  by  way  of  the  lakes  to  Milwaukee,  and 
thence  to  Dubuque,  partly  bj^  mud  wagons,  and 
partly  on  foot.  On  the  following  Sunday  Bishop 
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Loras  announced  from  the  pulpit  to  his  people  that 
he  had  brought  from  across  the  ocean  six  young 
men,  two  Irishmen,  two  Frenchmen,  and'  two 
Germans. 

P.  Laurent  was  away  in  a  French  settlement, 
fifteen  miles  from  Dubuque,  when  this  announce¬ 
ment  was  made,  and  on  his  return  was  hailed  by  his 
comrades  as  one  of  the  two  Germans.  That  was 
the  greatest  cross  he  had  met  with  so  far  in  America, 
and  not  wishing  to  stay  where  they  took  him  for 
what  he  was  not,  he  begged  to  be  sent  to  some  col¬ 
lege  to  finish  his  studies  and  prepare  for  ordination. 
So  early  in  1851  he  went  to  St.  Mary’s  Seminary, 
in  Perryville,  Mo.,  twelve  miles  from  St.  Mary’s 
Landing.  There  were  boys  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  in  that  seminary;  the  late  Arch  Bishop  of 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Avas  Superior,  and  Father  Stephen 
Ryan,  uoav  Bishop  of  Buffalo,  Master  of  Studies, 
Avith  a  corps  of  worthy  good  priests,  all  of  the 
order  of  Lazarists,  for  professors.  At  the  end  of 
the  classical  year  P.  Laurent  came  back  to  Dubuque, 
Avas  ordained  on  the  8th  of  November,  1851,  and 
sent  to  Muscatine,  having  learned  a  great  deal  in 
school,  and  yet  ignorant  of  the  world  and  its  ways. 
Muscatine  was  a  good  place  to  learn,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  Avas  small  and  the  duties  limited.  In  silence 
and  meditation,  hearing  much  and  saying  little,  one 
is  likely  to  acquire  experience.  In  1853,  the  old 
church  on  Second  street  being  too  small  had  to  be 
enlarged.  This  Avas  done  in  the  shape  of  an  L. 
Next  year,  priests  being  scarce,  the  Bishop  directed 
Father  Laurent  to  accompany  him  to  Council 
Bluffs,  and  see  Avhat  could  be  done  on  the  Missouri 
River.  It  Avas  too  soon  for  serious  improvements, 
but  lots  were  purchased,  which  in  1888  sold  for 
$25,000.  At  the  end  of  this  year  we  see  the  young 
Father  a  professor  at  the  Mt.  St.  Bernard  Seminary, 
four  miles  from  Dubuque.  That  was  another  com¬ 
fortable  winter  quarter,  but  early  in  the  spring  he 
Avas  sent  to  Winneshiek  County,  and  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  loAva,  to  look  after  the  new  settle¬ 
ments.  In  the  meantime  his  place  in  Muscatine 
had  been  successively  filled  by  German  and  Irish 
priests,  but  the  congregation  being  a  mixture  of 
all  nations,  among  which  the  Irish  and  German 
nations  predominated  in  equal  proportions,  it 
seems  that  none  would  answer  the  place  except  one 


AvhoAvas  neither  Irish  nor  German,  so  they  petitioned 
the  Bishop  to  again  send  them  Father  Laurent. 
The  request  was  granted,  and  the  Father’s  first 
duty  was  to  sell  the  old  church  house  on  Second 
and  Cedar  streets  and  buy  a  block  on  -Eighth, 
where  the  present  church  was  built  in  1856.  it 
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Avas  then  a  grand  building,  40x80  feet,  and  twenty- 


seven  feet  high.  This  church  Avas  enlarged  in 


1868,  and  finally  the  steeple,  chimes  and  clock  added 
in  1880. 

In  1876  Father  Laurent  built  St.  Mary’s  German 
Church  of  Muscatine,  the  Germans  contributing 
about  one-fourth  of  the  cost,  and  the  Irish,  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  all  others  supplying  the  balance.  In 
1879  the  German  portion  of  the  congregation,  after 
twenty-seven  years  of  associated  and  united  life 
Avith  the  Irish,  Avere  organized  into  a  congregation 
of  their  oavu.  The  same  year  the  Catholic  Ceme¬ 
tery  Avas  commenced,  roads,  bridges  and  culverts 
made.  The  Father  seems  to  have  had  a  special 
predilection  then  for  the  blessed  Virgin,  for  lie 
called  the  building  intended  for  the  German 
Church,  St.  Mary’s  Church,  and  the  graveyard 
destined  for  all  the  Catholics  of  Muscatine,  the  St. 
Mary’s  Cemetery. 

Father  Laurent,  although  a  F renehman  bAr  birth, 
education  and  manners,  is  essentially  American, 
and  opposed  to  anything  tending  to  retard  or  im¬ 
pede  the  Americanizing  of  all  races  which  take 
refuge  on  this  continent.  In  1862,  having  returned 
to  his  old  home  to  visit  his  parents  in  the  old  Dijon 
home,  they  tried  to  persuade  him  to  remain  in 
France,  and  by  their  influence  obtained  for  him  a 
situation  as  assistant  at  the  Madeleine  Church  in 
Paris,  to  have  charge  of  the  floating  English  popu¬ 
lation.  It  Avas  a  tempting  offer,  for  the  house  of 
Avorship  is  one  of  the  finest  edifices  in  the  world,  in 
the  richest  and  best  quarter  of  Paris.  It  took  him 
one  day  to  find  out  he  could  never  become  accus¬ 
tomed  to  the  bowing,  scraping,  complimenting  of 
the  Old  World,  which  he  had  forgotten  in  America, 
so  he  tendered  his  resignation  to  Cardinal  Mar  lot, 
and  telegraphed  home  that  he  was  coming  back  to 
America.  Father  Laurent  has  never  had  occasion 
to  be  sorry  for  giving  up  what  all  Ids  friends  then 
called  a  splendid  opportunity.  Had  he  accepted, 
the  Commune  of  1871  would  probably  have  shot 
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him  with  the  parish  priests,  Deguerry  and  others, 
lie  thinks  that  perfection  is  hard  to  find  in  this 
world,  but  America  is  nearer  perfection  than  any 
other  country,  and  his  friends  here  are  as  dear  as 
those  abroad,  and  in  fact  it  is  a  question  whether 
the  Old  World  friends  would  have  done  for  him 
what  was  done  in  Muscatine  the  past  year,  1888. 
St.  Matthias’  school  buildings,  which  he  had  con¬ 
structed  with  so  much  pains  and  expense  during 
twenty-five  years  of  labor,  were  consumed  by  fire 
on  the  night  of  Jan.  28,  1888.  Sad  was  the  ruin 
and  great  the  loss — enough  to  discourage  anyone. 
But  who  should  be  discouraged  with  so  many  gen¬ 
erous  friends  ?  The  Father  asked  for  help,  and  had 
not  to  ask  twice.  Benjamin  Ilershey  began  the 
subscription  with  $500,  and  many  gave  their  $100 
each,  while  hundreds  of  others  wanted  to  join  in 
the  good  work.  They  all  considered  it  a  slight 
not  to  be  called  upon. 

Father  Laurent  has  a  deep  appreciation  of  the 
favors  shown  him  by  the  citizens  of  Muscatine.  In 
writing,  the  historian,  giving  an  account  of  a  por¬ 
tion  of  his  work  in  the  city,  uses  the  following- 
language:  “God  bless  you  all,  generous  souls,  noble 
Muscatine  friends.  If  some  time  the  souvenir  of 
lovely  France,  of  dear  old  relatives  and  compan¬ 
ions  across  the  briny  deep,  bring  an  instant  of  re¬ 
gret  to  the  minds  of  the  willing  exile,  your  noble 
hearts  and  generosity  soon  dispel  gloom}-  thoughts 
and  proclaim  that  this  is  the  land  of  Iowa — it  is 
good  to  be  here.” 

The  familiar  face  of  Father  Laurent  is  shown 
upon  a  preceding  page,  and  its  appearance  in  this 
volume  will  be  welcomed  by  every  reader  of  the 
work. 

- - 

IMLLIAM  H.  ROY.  Prominent  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Wilton  Township  is 
our  subject,  who  resides  on  section  27.  He 
was  born  in  Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  June  16,  1825, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  Roy,  who  was  born  March 
2,  1791.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent,  his  paternal 
grandfather,  Insley,  who  was  born  in  1751,  having- 
emigrated  to  this  country  from  Scotland,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  New  Jersey,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1814.  William  Roy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
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the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom 
have  now  passed  away.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ann  Hankison,  who  was  born  Jan.  14, 
1798,  and  their  union  -was  blessed  with  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  eight  of  whom 
reached  mature  age.  Thomas,  the  youngest,  died 
April  9,  1842,  when  seven  years  of  age,  about  a 
week  previous  to  the  death  of  his  father;  Alice 
became  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Pittenger,  and  died  Dec. 
18.  1851,  in  the  thirty-third  }rear  of  her  a°-e;  the 
next  child,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Armstrong,  is  living  in 
Warren  County,  N.  J. ;  Charles  and  Aaron  are 
residents  of  Sussex  County;  William  II.  is  the  next 
in  order  of  birth;  Stephen  makes  his  home  in 
Blairstown,  Warren  Co.,  N.  J. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  I.  Win- 
termute  is  living  in  Newton,  Sussex  County,  and 
Joseph  DeWitt  is  in  Dodge  City,  Kan.  With  the 
exception  of  our  subject  and  Joseph  all  are  yet 
residents  of  the  ancestral  State.  The  death  of  the 
father  occurred  on  the  16th  of  April,  1842,  and  the 
mother  departed  this  life  about  twenty  years  after, 
dying  March  26,  1862. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  On  the 
1st  of  December,  1859,  his  union  with  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Keen,  widow  of  Abraham  Keen,  and  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  was  celebrated.  She  was  born  in 
Sussex  County,  N.  J.,  in  1829,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Elijah  and  Lydia  (Doderer)  Drake.  Her  father 
died  when  she  was  yet  an  infant,  and  in  1854,  with 
her  mother,  she  came  to  Muscatine  County,  where 
the  death  of  her  mother  occurred  Aug.  6,  1880. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Andrew,  who  served  in  the  War  of  the  Re¬ 
bellion. as  a  member  of  the  35lh  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  died  while  in  service,  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  come  to  Iowa;  George  is  still  living  in  New 
Jersey;  Mrs.  Margaret  Addis,  who  for  many  years 
resided  in  Muscatine  County,  is  now  living  in 
Illinois;  and  Mrs.  Roy  completes  the  number.  Her 
first  husband  came  to  this  county  at  an  early  day, 
accompanied  by  a  brother  and  sister,  and  entered 
a  large  amount  of  land  in  Wilton  and  Sweetland 
Townships.  They  were  the  pnrents  of  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Salina. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  five  children 
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have  been  born:  Lillian,  wife  of  I).  M.  Benner,  of 
Holt  County,  Neb.;  Edna  E.,  who  married  her 
cousin,  Simeon  E.  Roy,  and  resides  in  Lincoln, 
Neb.;  Sarah,  Minnie  Belle  and  George  D.,  who 
are  at  home.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  a  beauti¬ 
ful  home,  made  so  by  their  own  efforts  of  industry, 
for  but  little  improvement  had  been  made  on  the 
land  at  the  time  of  the  purchase.  Their  elegant 
residence  was  erected  in  1872,  and  all  the  surround¬ 
ings  indicate  enterprise  and  refinement.  Mrs.  Roy 
is  a  skilled  florist,  and  has  a  fine  conservatory  of 
plants  and  beautiful  flowers,  to  which  she  devotes 
much  attention.  He  and  his  wife  are  worthy  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  numbered 
among  the  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County,  with  whose  history  they  have  been  identi¬ 
fied  for  many  years. 


ENRY  LANG,  Sr.,  deceased, was  one  of  the 
well-known  settlers  of  Wilton  Township  of 
earl}'  days.  lie  was  a  native  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  born  in  1803,  and  was  reared  to 
the  occupation  of  farming.  He  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Elizabeth  Beyrenther,  and  resided  in 
his  native  land  until  1848,  when,  believing  that 
the  opportunities  for  the  advancement  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  would  be  superior  in  America  to  those  of  the 
older  countries  of  Europe,  he  resolved  to  emigrate 
to  the  United  States.  On  the  3d  of  April,  1848, 
with  his  family,  he  left  his  German  home  for 
Bremen,  whence  he  sailed  for  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
was  forty -two  days  on  the  ocean.  His  destination 
was  Iowa,  and  at  once  he  started  westward  with  his 
family,  making  the  journey  with  a  team  to  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  thence  down  the  Ohio  River  to  its  mouth, 
and  up  the  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis.  In  that  city 
Mr.  Lang  met  a  German  resident  of  Muscatine 
named  Keigle,  and  was  induced  by  the  favorable 
description  that  gentleman  gave  of  this  county  to 
come  hither,  and  started  at  once  with  his  family, 
reaching  Muscatine,  then  called  Bloomington,  in 
the  latter  part  of  July.  The  next  thing  to  occupy 
his  attention  was  the  location,  and  he  at  length 
decided  to  make  his  home  on  section  25,  Wil¬ 
ton  Township,  which  then  formed  a  part  of  Mos¬ 


cow  Township.  Ilis  first  purchase  consisted  of 
eighty  acres,  upon  which  the  only  improvement 
was  a  small  house,  while  twenty-eight  acres  had 
been  broken.  Immediately  beginning  the  work  of 
cultivation,  as  time  passed  the  land  was  trans¬ 
formed  into  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  there  Mr.  Lang  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Jan.  22,  1872.  Ilis  wife  still  sur¬ 
vives  him,  and,  though  she  is  now  in  her  eighty- 
third  year,  has  excellent  health  for  one  of  her  age, 
and  frequently  walks  a  mile  to  church  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  Day. 

Our  subject  was  a  worthy  and  esteemed  citizen, 
lie  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  in  18G0  united  with  the  Evangelical  Associ¬ 
ation,  which  connection  he  continued  until  his 
death.  With  two  others,  John  Braun  and  Jacob 
Valet,  be  furnished  the  means  with  which  to  build 
the  house  of  worship  in  Wilton  Township,  and  was 
ever  a  liberal  supporter  of  that  denomination. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lang  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  daughter, 
all  are  living:  Eve,  wife  of  Michael  Fish,  of  Iowa 
County,  Iowa;  Nicholas  and  Henry  N.,  who  are 
mentioned  more  fully  later  on;  Jacob  C.;  Chris¬ 
tina,  wife  of  George  Dimmid,  of  Thomas  County, 
Kan.;  George  J.,  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Brenner,  who 
is  now  deceased. 

Nicholas  Lang  was  born  in  Germany,  July  22, 
1836,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  on 
the  homestead  in  Wilton  Township,  and  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  Lieberknecht,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Catherine  Lieberknecht,  who  were  natives  of 
Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany.  Her  parents  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  the  ages  of  twenty-three  and  twenty-four 
years  respectively,  and  the  day  following  started 
for  America,  and  after  landing  in  this  country  set¬ 
tled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  made  their  home 
for  eleven  years.  In  the  year  1854  they  came 
to  Iowa,  locating  in  Grandview  Township,  Louisa 
County,  where  the  death  of  the  father  occurred  in 
1872.  Ilis  wife  still  survives  him. 

Mrs.  Lang  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1842, 
and  is  one  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  who  are  yet  living.  By  her 
union  eight  children  have  been  born,  six  sons  and 
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two  daughters — Benjamin,  Henry,  George, 'William, 
Lewis,  Albert,  Thusnelda  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Lang  is 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Muscatine  County, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  pleasant  home  located  on  a 
fine  farm  of  380  acres.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
160  acres  of  land  situated  in  Louisa  County. 

Henry  Lang,  who  resides  on  section  24,  Wilton 
Township,  was  born  in  Germany,  May  12,  1840, 
and  was  eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  America.  He  formed  a  matrimonial  alli¬ 
ance  with  Miss  Ellen  Wagner,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  Dec.  8,  1846.  Her  death  occurred 
Aug.  15,  1887,  leaving  nine  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  namely:  Charles  P.,  Niola,  David, 
Ella,  Henry,  Newton,  Anna,  Ethel  and  Joseph. 
His  farm  contains  217  acres  of  land,  and  is  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

George  J.  Lang,  the  youngest  brother,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Wilton  Township,  .Tan. 
11,  1853,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  that  farm  upon 
which  his  entire  life  has  been  spent.  He  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Nettie  Maylone,  a  daughter  of 
William  II.  Maylone,  but  on  the  25  th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1885,  she  was  called  to  her  last  rest.  By  their 
union  four  children  were  born:  Christy  ]>.,  L.  May, 
Nora,  and  Hattie  E.,  the  eldest,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  The  Lang  brothers  are  numbered  among 
the  prominent  and  respected  citizens  of  Wilton 
Township,  with  which  the  family  has  so  long  been 
identified,  and  in  their  political  views  are  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Republican  party. 


AMUEL  GILBERT,  deceased,  is  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Muscatine 
County.  He  crossed  the  great  river  into 
Iowa  in  1836,  and  entered  land  in  Sweet- 
land  Township.  The  then  village  of  Bloomington, 
now  the  prosperous  city  of  Muscatine,  consisted  of 
but  two  or  three  cabins,  the  land  was  entirely  un¬ 
cultivated  and  covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  wild 
grass,  which  often  grew  to  the  height  of  a  man; 
the  trees  of  the  forests  were  yet  uncut,  deer  and 
all  kinds  of  wild  game  abounded.  White  persons 
were  not  the  only  inhabitants  in  those  days,  for 
large  bands  of  Indians  were  often  seen.  Mr.  Gil¬ 


bert  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  son  of  Mordecai 
and  Melinda  (Organ)  Gilbert,  who  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  namely:  Priscilla,  Charlotte, 
Samuel,  Hiram,  Sarah,  Enoch  and  Esther.  Think¬ 
ing  that  the  West  would  furnish  a  better  field  for 
his  future  labors,  in  1836  our  subject  emigrated  to 
Iowa,  which  then  formed  a  part  of  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  locating  on  a  farm  in  what  is  now 
Sweetland  Township.  He  immediately  began  the 
cultivation  and  development  of  the  wild  land,  and 
from  the  prairie  developed  one  of  the  best  homes 
of  the  community.  In  1841  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Ann  Chinn,  their  union  being 
celebrated  in  this  county.  This  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Susan  (Smith)  Chinn,  who  are 
numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  1839.  She  is  de¬ 
scended  from  illustrious  families  on  both  sides. 
Her  father,  who  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  was 
an  own  cousin  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  after  his 
emigration  to  this  country  became  one  of  the  warm 
friends  of  George  Washington,  in  fact  Gen.  Wash¬ 
ington  was  the  administrator  of  his  estate  and 
guardian  of  his  Children.  Mrs.  Chinn,  who  is  yet 
living  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-three  years, 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  illustrious  Sir  Thomas  Chinn  of  En¬ 
gland.  She  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four 
children:  R.  W.,  the  second  child,  is  married  and 
resides  in  Dumont,  Colo.;  Ilezekiah  is  living  in 
Cowley  County,  Kan.,  and  Henry  is  now  deceased. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  eight 
children  have  been  born,  seven  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Martha  is  the  wife  of  George  Stiles,  a  far¬ 
mer  of  Sweetland  Township,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  A.  J.,  a  resident  of  Ar¬ 
kansas  City,  Kau.,  wedded  Sarah  Lorin,  daughter 
of  A.  T.  Lorin;  Alice  M.,  who  is  now  deceased; 
Irena,  wife  of  Rudolph  Huffmaster,  a  resident  of 
Muscatine;  Rowley  is  the  husband  of  Melvina 
Gordon,  and  resides  in  Muscatine;  Mary  C.  is  the 
wife  of  Howard  Chandler,  whose  home  is  in  Mer¬ 
cer  County,  Ill.;  Douglas  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
Hall  County,  Neb.;  and  Samuel,  a  resident  of 
Sweetland  Township,  married  Gertrude  Lamp,  a 
native  of  Prussia,  and  is  employed  as  the  engineer 
at  the  tile  works.  A  friend  to  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Gilbert  provided  his  children  with  good 
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educational  advantages,  such  as  would  fit  them  for 
the  practical  duties  of  this  life,  lie  was  a  man  of 
progressive  ideas,  always  ready  to  take  a  step  in 
advance,  and  always  did  everything  in  his  power 
to  promote  any  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 
His  death  occurred  while  he  was  in  Indian  Terri¬ 
tory  in  1873.  Thus  one  more  of  the  pioneers 
passed  away,  and  there  are  now  hut  few  to  tell  the 
story  of  frontier  life  as  enacted  in  the  early  days 
of  this  county.  Mrs.  Gilbert  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Sweetland  Township,  where 
she  is  surrounded  by  many  warm  friends. 


- 


SBII()MAS  HANNA,  deceased,  who  was  for 
many  years  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  was  a  native  of  Salem,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  born  July  15,  1820.  lie  was  the  eldest  son  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Cohn)  Hanna,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  an  American  by  birth  but 
of  German  ancestry.  Mr.  Hanna  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  town,  and  received  a  liberal  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  place,  and  then  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a 
number  of  years.  Arriving  at  man’s  estate  he  left 
Salem,  and  went  to  Rome.,  Perry  Co.,  Ind.,  where 
he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  for  a  time. 

August  31,  1842,  at  Rome,  Ind.,  Mr.  Hanna 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  A.  Connor, 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Sarah  (Morrison)  Connor,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Virginia,  and  descendants  of  old  Rcvo- 
lutionary  families.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna  were 
born  nine  children,  only  six  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity:  Hiram  C.,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
late  Civil  War,  in  Company  II  of  the  11th  Iowa 
Infantry.  lie  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  fall 
of  1861,  and  was  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant, 
lie  participated  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  his 
regiment  took  part,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  Oct.  23,  1865.  lie  died 
March  20,  1867,  from  disease  brought  on  b}^  ex¬ 
posure  while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Esther 
E.  is  the  wife  of  '1'.  R.  Fitzgerald,  an  attorney  of 
Muscatine;  Mary  1).  became  the  wife  of  Charles 


Apperson,  of  Louisville,  Ill.,  and  died  at  that  place, 
June  23,  1872;  Jennie  H.  and  Bell  8.  reside  with 
their  mother  in  Muscatine;  and  Kate  G.  wedded 
G.  W.  Weippeirt,  and  is  a  resident  of  Chicago. 

While  residing  at  Rome,  Ind.,  Mr.  Hanna  was 
for  several  years  Clerk  of  the  court  at  that  place, 
and  devoted  his  spare  time  to  the  study  of  law. 
In  1850  he  bought  a  farm  near  Rome,  Ind.,  and  for 
about  five  years  devoted  his  energies  to  agricult¬ 
ural  pursuits.  In  1856  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  and 
first  located  at  Wilton  and  began  the  practice 
of  law,  and  two  years  later  removed  to  the  city  of 
Muscatine,  and  continued  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  with  marked  success. 

In  1864  Mr.  Hanna  was  commissioned  to  take 
the  vote  of  the  Iowa  soldiers  in  the  field.  In  the 
fall  of  1877  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and 
his  death  occurred  March  4,  1880,  before  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  term  of  oflice.  He  was  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a  supporter  of  that 
party  from  the  time  it  was  organized.  During  his 
long  residence  in  Muscatine  all  worthy  public 
improvements  and  enterprises  received  proper  con¬ 
sideration  and  encouragement  at  his  hands.  As  a 
professional  and  business  man,  he  possessed  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  people  throughout  the 
county  with  whom  business  or  social  relations 
brought  him  in  contact. 

- - 


^r^EORGE  I).  MAGOON,  a  pioneer  settler  of- 
Muscatine,  is  a  native  of  Ware,  Hampshire 
Co.,  Mass.,  born  Feb.  11,  1825.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Shaw)  Magoon,  a 
very  old  family  who  traced  their  ancestry  back  to 
Isaac  Magoon,  who  emigrated  from  the  North  of 
Ireland  to  America  in  the  year  1727,  and  settled  at 
Ware,  Mass.,  and  was  the  founder  of  this  branch 
of  the  Magoon  family  in  America.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  had  born  unto  them  a  family  of  ten 
children,  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  viz:  Isaac 
A.,  who  died  in  Warsaw,  Ill.,  in  1839;  Selencia  mar¬ 
ried  Abial  Fry  in  1840,  and  died  at  Muscatine  in 
1858;  Maria,  who  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  J. 
Fimple,  now  deceased,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Muscatine,  is  now  living  at  Muscatine;  Eliza  mar- 
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ried  William  Gordon,  of  Muscatine,  and  died  in 
August,  1872;  Henry  died  in  infancy  at  Ware, 
Mass.;  Mary,  who  became  Mrs.  George  Martin,  died 
in  California  in  1873;  George,  our  subject,  is  the 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Charles,  who  died  at  Mus¬ 
catine  in  1841;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Richard  Cadle, 
and  resides  in  Colorado;  and  Augusta,  Mrs.  Martin, 
the  youngest,  is  a  widow,  and  resides  at  Rock  Isl¬ 
and,  Ill. 

In  1827  Isaac  Magoon  left  his  native  State,  mov¬ 
ing  to  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  several 
places,  and  ten  years  later,  in  1837,  removed  to 
Illinois,  locating  at  Warsaw,  Hancock  County,  where 
they  resided  until  1840.  at  which  time  they  re¬ 
moved  to  Iowa,  and  settled  at  Muscatine,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1846.  His  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dy¬ 
ing  Oct.  12,  1871,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

George  D.  Magoon  received  his  earl}7  education 
near  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  attending  school  in  an  old 
log  school-house,  which  was  in  a  very  dilapidated 
condition,  the  apertures  being  “large  enough  to 
throw  a  hat  through.”  After  removing  to  War¬ 
saw,  III.,  he  attended  a  public  school,  and  was  also 
instructed  at  a  private  school,  his  education  being- 
completed  in  an  old  log  school-house  in  Muscatine, 
located  on  Third  street,  between  Sycamore  and 
Cedar.  His  father  was  a  machinist  and  millwright, 
and  George  had  access  to  his  tools,  often  in  his 
youth  amusing  himself  by  making  sleds  and  wagons 
for  his  fellow-playmates.  Thus  at  an  early  age  he 
learned  the  use  and  manner  of  handling  the  differ¬ 
ent  tools,  and  in  1847,  after  attaining  his  majority, 
chose  the  carpenter’s  trade  as  the  occupation  which 
he  wished  to  follow  through  life.  His  first  contract 
w7as  for  the  erection  of  the  building  in  which  the 
Daily  Neics  is  now  published.  In  1850  the  gold 
excitement  drew  him  to  California,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  four  years,  during  which  time  he  worked 
for  about  a  year  in  the  mines,  making  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  He  then  went  to  Sacramento,  where 
he  erected  several  elegant  buildings,  his  last  con¬ 
tract  being  a  house,  24x60  feet,  three  stories  in 
height,  which  he  finished  in  thirty  days  from  the 
time  he  began  the  work.  Returning  to  Muscatine 
in  1854,  he  resumed  his  former  occupation,  and 
since  that  time  has  built  many  of  the  most  elegant 
- - 1 - 


and  important  buildings  in  the  city.  Under  his  su¬ 
pervision  was  erected  the  German  Catholic  Church, 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  also  the  Second  and  Third  Ward 
school  buildings,  the  Union  and  freight  depots,  the 
Hotel  Webster  and  the  Herwig  building.  The  resi¬ 
dence  of  Capt.  Clark,  which  cost  875,000,  that  of 
P.  M.  Musser  on  Second  street,  the  Webster  resi¬ 
dence  and  that  of  Judge  Richman,  together  with 
many  others,  are  the  handiwork  of  Mr.  Magoon. 
His  work  is  always  entirely  satisfactory  to  his  era- 
■ployers,  he  giving  attention  to  the  smallest  details, 
nothing  being  left  undone  or  in  a  half  completed 
manner. 

When  the  late  war  broke  out  Mr.  Magoon  re¬ 
sponded  to  his  country’s  call,  enlisting  in  1861.  in 
the  1 1th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  commissioned  as 
First  Lieutenant,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  ho 
took  charge  of  the  detached  service  two  years  be¬ 
fore  the  close  of  the  war.  This  was  called  the  pio¬ 
neer  corps,  and  did  effective  work.  Lieut.  Magoon 
found  his  trade  to  be  quite  useful,  and  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  build  breastworks  and  magazines.  He 
finished  the  fort  of  Atlanta  the  evening  before  the 
battle,  and  his  force  w\as  on  the  grounds  during  the 
engagement,  some  of  them  being  captured.  While 
his  company  was  guarding  the  train,  it  was  attacked 
by  Forrest’s  and  Van  Dorn’s  cavalry,  when  there  en¬ 
sued  the  hardest  fight  in  which  our  subject  was  en¬ 
gaged.  After  three  years  of  active  service  on 
Southern  battle-fields,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  at  Chattanooga,  Dec.  6,  1864,  and  returned 
to  his  home. 

At  Muscatine,  on  Sept.  27,  1860,  Mr.  Magoon 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Joanna  Kin¬ 
caid,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  Feb.  11,  1839,  and  a  daughter  of  Col. 
and  Lavisa  (Steenbergen)  Kincaid.  Mrs.  Magoon’s 
father  served  as  Colonel  in  the  old  Graybeard 
Regiment.  Mrs.  Kincaid  was  a  niece  of  Gov.  Lucas, 
who  was  Governor  of  Ohio,  and  Territorial  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Iowa.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  who  are  yet  living:  Joanna,  wife  of  our  sub¬ 
ject;  Maggie,  wife  of  J.  H.  Bishop,  wholesale  grocer 
of  Muscatine;  Charles  S.,  who  resides  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Bloomington  Township;  William  M., 
who  is  living  in  Muscatine,  wedded  Agnes  Gordon, 
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nnd  died  in  1  884 ;  Warren  E.,  the  youngest,  wedded 
Miss  Mary  Sheldon,  Sept.  2,  1888,  and  is  a  resident 
of  Kansas.  The  father  of  this  family  departed  this 
life  in  1876,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  His 
wife  is  still  living,  and  resides  at  Muscatine,  at  the 
age  of  sixty- eight  years. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Magoon  two  children 
have  been  born:  Anna,  in  December,  1861,  died  the 
following  year :  Eddie,  born  Dec.  26,  1864,  resides 
with  his  parents  in  Muscatine.  Socially,  Mr.  Ma¬ 
goon  is  the  only  surviving  charter  member  of  Hawk- 
eye  Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  De  Molay  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T., 
for  about  thirty  years.  He  belongs  to  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  a  member 
of  Shelby  Norman  Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  II.,  and  in 
1886  was  present  at  the  National  Encampment  of 
that  organization  at  San  Francisco.  Mr.  Magoon 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  been  a  supporter  of 
that  party  since  it  was  first  organized,  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  public  distinction.  He  is  one 
of  the  oldest  settlers  now  living  at  Muscatine,  and 
for  nearly  half  a  century  has  been  identified  with 
the  development  and  prosperity  of  the  place,  and 
has  done  his  part  to  encourage  every  deserving  pub¬ 
lic  enterprise.  He  is  a  successful  business  man,  and 
has  acquired  a  comfortable  competency  upon  which 
to  spend  the  evening  of  his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ma¬ 
goon  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, and 
enjoy  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  generally. 


— 


|EORGE  II.  STILES,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Sweetland  Township,  Muscatine  County,  re¬ 
siding  on  section  30,  was  born  in  Belknap 
County,  N.  II.,  on  the  13th  of  June,  1833.  He  was 
the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Daniel  and  Martha  {Sanborn)  Stiles, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  man  and  womanhood :  Mary 
J.  became  the  third  wife  of  W.  H.  Stewart,  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  is  now  deceased ;  Stephen  C.  wedded 
Louisa  Clough,  and  resides  in  this  county;  William 
J.  died  in  New  Hampshire;  Sarah  F.  became  the 
wife  of  John  Jacoby,  of  Wilton;  our  subject;  Daniel 
G.  died  in  1859,  unmarried;  and  Moses  P.  wedded 


Rebecca  Dougherty,  and  died  at  Keota,  Iowa.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  died 
at  Muscatine,  in  September.  1869;  his  wife  survived 
him  several  years,  and  died  in  1883,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  eighty-five  years,  in  possession  of  all 
her  faculties.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  district  school,  but  he  later  took  a 
course  in  the  Normal  Department  of  the  Pittsfield 
Academy  in  New  Hampshire,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  teachers’  class  of  1852,  after  which  he  went 
to  Paterson,  N.  J.,  and  was  for  a  time  First  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  the  West  Ward  school  in  that  city.  He 
then  returned  to  his  native  home,  joined  the  fam¬ 
ily,  and  came  West  with  them  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  reaching  the  city  of  Muscatine  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1855.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  teacher  of  the  "‘Kentucky  settlement” 
school,  which  was  built  in  1  848,  its  first  teacher  be¬ 
ing  Richard  Armstrong.  Mr.  Stiles  followed  his 
chosen  profession  in  this  county  until  1873,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  teachers  ever  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  county,  as  his  long  term  of  service 
testifies. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1862,  Mr.  Stiles  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Martha  J.,  the  accomplished  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  A.  (Chinn)  Gilbert,  whose 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  book.  Of 
her  father’s  family  there  were  eleven  children,  she 
being  the  eldest. 

Mr.  Stiles  is  the  owner  of  a  pleasant  home  in 
Sweetland  Township,  situated  in  the  community 
which  in  early  days  was  known  by  the  term  “Ken¬ 
tucky  Settlement.”  For  a  third  of  a  century  he  has 
resided  in  Muscatine  County.  On  his  arrival  hardly 
a  furrow  had  been  turned  on  the  prairie,  little  log 
cabins  occupied  the  site  where  now  stand  elegant 
residences,  and  the  deer  were  almost  as  numerous 
as  many  of  our  birds,  and  it  was  not  an  unusual 
thing  to  see  small  droves  of  them  passing  the  school- 
house.  The  teacher  and  large  boys  spent  their  noon¬ 


times  hunting  coons.  In  the  work  of  civilization 


and  progress  which  has  made  such  great  strides  in 
the  county,  he  has  always  borne  his  part.  The  cause 
of  education  has  no  truer  friend  than  Mr.  Stiles,  and 
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his  influence  and  financial  support  have  done  much 
toward  the  promotion  of  social  and  moral  interests. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Plymouth 
Brethren  Church,  and  are  numbered  among  Musca¬ 
tine  County’s  best  citizens. 


VG.  HOLMES,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Muscatine  County,  who  is  numbered 
among  tlie  prominent  and  influential  citi¬ 
zens,  resides  on  section  35,  Goshen  Township.  He 
is  a  native  of  Vermont,  born  in  Caledonia,  on  the 
7th  of  August,  1815,  and  of  a  family  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  John  and  Margaret  (Galbraith) 
Holmes  he  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  soon  after 
the  Revolutionary  War  came  to  this  country.  At 
that  time  they  were  unacquainted,  meeting  for  the 
first  time  on  a  boat  while  sailing  up  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  River.  John  Holmes  engaged  in  farming  in 
this  country,  but  previous  to  his  emigration  was 
engaged  in  silk  weaving  in  Glasgow,  Scotland. 
His  death  occurred  in  Vermont,  in  1842,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  his  estimable 
wife  departed  this  life  in  1866,  when  ninety-two 
years  of  age.  But  three  of  their  children  are  now 
living:  W.  G.,  of  this  sketch,  and  two  sisters,  who 
are  married  and  reside  in  Vermont. 

Our  subject  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Vermont,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools. 
When  a  young  man  he  started  out  in  life  for  him¬ 
self,  and  thinking  that  the  West  would  furnish  a 
better  field  for  his  future  labors  emigrated  to  Iowa. 
On  the  10th  of  May,  1837,  he  landed  in  Muscatine 
County,  spending  his  first  night  in  this  State  in  a 
little  log  cabin,  surrounded  by  about  500  Indians. 
On  this  wild  prairie  he  determined  to  make  his 
home,  and  in  1838  purchased  aboiit  320  acres  of 
wild  land  at  the  Burlington  land  sale.  Beginning 
its  cultivation  at  once,  he  soon  had  a  fine  farm,  to 
which  he  subsequently  added  until  at  one  time  he 
owned  1,200  acres.  He  later  disposed  of  a  portion 
of  this,  but  now  owns  800  acres  of  fine  arable  land, 
which  comprises  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county.  He  gives  considerable  attention  to  the 
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raising  of  fine  stock,  and  the  present  year  (1889) 
expects  to  make  a  specialty  of  raising  sweet  pota¬ 
toes  and  watermelons,  which  products  are  particu¬ 
larly  adapted  to  the  soil.  Although  starting  out 
in  life  with  scarcely  any  capital  except  a  good  con¬ 
stitution  and  a  young  man’s  bright  hope  of  the  fu¬ 
ture,  his  life  has  been  eminently  successful,  and 
his  perseverance,  energy  and  untiring  efforts  may 
well  be  taken  as  an  example  by  younger  genera¬ 
tions. 

In  Muscatine  County,  in  1844,  our  subject  was 
.united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  Bickering,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Lupton)  Bickering, 
who  were  both  natives  of  Virginia,  and  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  The  famity  were  of 
English  origin,  the  founders  of  the  family  emigrat¬ 
ing  to  this  country  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Mrs.  Holmes  was  also  born  in  Virginia,  but  was 
reared  in  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  millwright  by 
trade,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1842,  settling  upon  the 
farm  of  our  subject.  Mr.  Holmes  soon  after  erected 
a  bouse  for  them,  into  which  the  family  moved, 
but  later  they  went  to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  where 
Mr.  Bickering  died  some  years  ago.  By  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  ten  children  have  been 
born,  seven  of  whom  are  living:  Sarah  Adelaide, 
now  Mrs.  Rock,  resides  in  Wapsinonoc  Township; 
Margaret  A.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Female  Seminary 
at  Mt.  Carroll,  Ill.,  and  has  for  the  past  ten  years 
followed  the  profession  of  school  teacher  with 
marked  success.  She  also  possesses  natural  artistic 
taste  and  talent,  and,  though  only  an  amateur,  has 
produced  a  number  of  fine  landscapes  in  oil.  W. 
G.,  Jr.,  is  residing  with  his  parents;  Mary  Bell, 
who  was  the  wife  of  Winfield  Elliott,  died  in  June, 
1886;  John  is  single,  and  resides  at  home;  Lydia 
Almina,  now  Mrs.  Noble,  is  living  in  Monro,  Wis.; 
Frank  Byron  and  Lillie  Irene  are  also  at  home; 
Benjamin  F.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  two 
months,  and  Ida  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mrs. 
Holmes  has  two  sisters  living  in  Henry  County, 
Mrs.  A.  Beason  and  Mrs.  C.  Tyrrell,  and  one  sis¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  S.  Brown ^  living  in  Lexington,  Ohio. 

Since  the  10th  of  May,  1837,  our  subject  has 
been  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County.  He  has 
shared  and  cheerfully  endured  the  trials  and  priva¬ 
tions  which  come  to  those  who  make  their  homes 
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in  a  new  country,  and  lias  aided  largely  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  this  community.  On  his 
arrival  there  was  but  one  post-office  in  Goshen 
Township.  The  now  prosperous  and  growing  city 
of  Muscatine  was  then  the  little  hamlet  of  Bloom¬ 
ington,  and  was  his  nearest  market.  Settlements 
were  few  and  far  between,  all  kinds  of  wild  game 
abounded,  and  the  smoke  from  the  Indian  wig¬ 
wams  could  be  seen  here  and  there  on  the  prairies. 
In  the  work  of  civilization  and  progress,  of  im¬ 
provement  and  development,  our  subject  has  al¬ 
ways  borne  his  part,  and  to  him  the  county  owes 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  untiring  labor  in  her 
behalf.  In  his  early  life  he  took  quite  an  active 
part  in  political  affairs,  casting  his  ballot  with  the 
Whig  party,  lie  was  always  strongly  opposed  to 
slavery,  and  when  the  Whig  party  was  dissolved 
and  the  Republican  party  formed  he  joined  its 
ranks,  and  supported  it  until  the  days  of  Peter 
Cooper,  since  which  time  he  has  advocated  the 
principles  of  the  Greenback  party.  lie  was  elected 
•Justice  of  the  Peace  before  Iowa  was  admitted  as 
a  State,  and  has  at  times  held  about  all  the  offices 
in  the  township.  Religiously,  Mr.  Holmes  was 
reared  under  the  influences  of  the  Covenanters’ 
Church,  but  at  present  is  not  a  member  of  any 
branch  of  the  visible  church.  He  is  orthodox  in 
his  views,  though  decidedly  liberal  in  his  religious 
thought,  believing  more  in  an  honest,  blameless 
life  than  in  creeds  and  dogmas.  Mrs.  Holmes  was 
reared  a  Quaker,  but  is  now  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  The  attention  of  the  reader  is 
called  to  the  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  on 
another  page. 


HESTER  F.  IIEALY,  deceased,  was  num¬ 
bered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Musca- 
catine  Count}".  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Dudley,  Worcester  Co.,  Mass.,  Nov.  20,  1820, 
and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  L.  and  Tryphina  (Kidder) 
Ilealy.  The  family  was  founded  in  this  country 
by  ancestors  who  emigrated  from  England  to 
America  in  the  year  1630,  and  became  residents  of 
New  England.  In  the  autumn  of  1837  Daniel 


Ilealy  made  his  first  trip  to  the  West  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  selecting  a  location,  but  the  following 
spring  returned  to  his  home  in  Massachusetts. 
However,  the  same  season,  accompanied  by  two 
sons,  Abel  L.  and  Chester  F.,  he  again  came  to 
Iowa,  and  opened  a  store  at  what  was  then  called 
Rockingham,  but  is  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Dav¬ 
enport.  During  the  spring  of  1839,  with  his  son 
Abel,  he  came  to  Muscatine  County  and  purchased 
what  was  known  as  the  Daniel  Comstock  farm  in 
Moscow  Township,  and  also  entered  considerable 
land,  the  aggregate  of  which  is  about  1,000  acres. 
In  the  month  of  April  he  returned  to  Massachu¬ 
setts  for  his  family,  and  then  located  permanently 
in  this  county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  May  14,  1850,  his  wife 
surviving  him  until  July  7,  1861.  Mr.  Ilealy  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  was  an  inde¬ 
fatigable  worker,  energetic  and  persevering,  and 
was  remarkably  well  educated  for  his  day.  For 
many  years  lie  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Moscow  Township,  and  was  also  Postmaster  at 
Moscow  for  some  time. 

The  children  of  his  family  who  had  passed  away 
at  the  time  of  his  death  were:  William,  the  eldest, 
who  died  Aug.  28,  1842,  in  his  twenty-fifth  year; 
Dwight,  who  died  in  Massachusetts  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years;  and  another  son  who  died  when 
four  years  of  age.  The  remaining  members  of  the 
family  were:  Chester  F.  of  this  sketch;  Abel  L.,  who 
was  born  in  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  July  22, 
1822,  now  resides  in  Wilton;  Edward  R.,  born 
April  9,  1826,  is  a  resident  of  Bedford,  Taylor 
Co.,  Iowa;  Ilezekiah,  the  youngest  son,  who  lives 
near  Colfax,  Cal.  The  only  daughter,  Maria,  who 
was  born  April  5,  1833,  married  Isaac  M.  Comer, 
and  died  Jan.  26,  1882. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  native  State  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when,  in  company  with  his 
father  and  brother,  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  was  first  united  in  marriage  with  Polly 
Ann  Hughes,  who  was  born  April  25,  1819.  Of 
the  children  born  of  their  union  only  one  is  now 
living:  Daniel,  who  is  living  in  California.  His 
second  union  was  with  Elizabeth  A.  Conant,  who 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  Oct.  18,  1828,  and  died 
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several  years  after  their  marriage,  leaving  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Albert  F.,  who  died  Sept.  24,  1869;  Lucius 
C.,  who  resides  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa;  Abbie  C., 
who  died  May  6.  1 886 ;  Jennie  E.,  now  Mrs.  William 
R.  Speers,  of  Cedar  County,  Iowa;  George  A.,  who 
is  }ret  at  home.  On  the  11th  of  September,  1868, 
Mr.  Ilealy  wedded  Mrs.  Louisa  Canfield,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Louisa  Copeland.  She  was  born 
in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  May  23,  1828,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Christina  (Croskey)  Cope¬ 
land,  the  former  born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  15,  1798,  and  the  latter  born  in  the  same 
county,  in  February,  1804.  In  1854  Mr.  Copeland 
emigrated  from  Ohio  to  Muscatine  County,  settling 
in  Moscow  Township,  but  about  a  year  after  his 
arrival  his  death  occurred.  His  wife  lived  until 
the  spring  of  1888,  dying  at  the  home  of  James 
Walton,  her  son-in-law,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of 
her  age. 

They  were  the  parents  of  six  children  who  grew 
to  man  and  womanhood,  namely:  Mrs.  Healy;  John, 
who  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Muscatine 
County,  but  is  now  living  in  Ohio;  Samuel,  who 
left  home  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  has 
never  been  heard  of  since;  Joseph,  who  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Warren  County;  Abraham,  whose  home  is 
in  Mexico;  and  Caroline,  wife  of  James  C.  Walton. 

By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Healy  was  the  mother 
of  four  children:  Eliza,  who  is  living  in  Cheyenne, 
and  Thomas,  who  died  March  25,  1883,  was  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Moscow  Township.  The  other  two  were: 
Kate,  who  married  William  Smith,  and  died  Aug. 
22,  1879,  and  William,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight  years.  By  the  second  union  one  child 
was  born — Charles  C.,  April  14,  1872. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Healy  occurred  Oct.  17,  1886. 
For  nearly  half  a  century  he  was  a  resident  of 
Iowa,  and  with  the  exception  of  about  one  year 
that  time  was  spent  in  Muscatine  County,  with 
whose  history  he  was  prominently  identified,  and 
was  ranked  among  the  leading  citizens.  He  was 
reared  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  faith,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  buried 
by  members  of  the  order. 

Mrs.  Healy  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  the  abode  of  neatness  and  hospitality, 
while  all  its  surroundings  indicate  thrift  and  in- 
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dustry.  She  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Disci¬ 
ples  or  Christians,  and  at  her  old  home  in  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to 
Alexander  Campbell  as  he  preached  Christ  Jesus 
and  Him  crucified. 
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4 10 MAS  RAYNOR,  a  resident  of  Wilton, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  Nov.  26, 
1836,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  A. 
(Ryerson)  Raynor.  His  father  was  born  in  the  city 
of  London,  England,  in  1813,  and  was  a  son  of 
William  Raynor,  who  emigrated  to  America  with 
his  family  about  the  year  1817,  settling  in  Newton, 
Sussex  Co.,  N.  J.,  where  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  though  his 
death  occurred  in  Virginia,  while  on  a  visit  to 
friends  in  that  State.  He  was  the  father  of  two 
sons  and  a  daughter,  who  reached  maturity,  but  the 
latter,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Francis  Smith,  is  the  onty 
one  now  living,  the  two  brothers  having  died  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago. 

John  Raynor,  the  father  of  our  subject,  learned 
the  trade  of  cabinet-making  and  undertaking  in 
early  life.  In  the  State  of  New  Jersey  lie  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Ryerson,  whose 
family  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
and  in  October,  1856,  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  set¬ 
tling  on  section  3,  Wilton  Township,  Muscatine 
County,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  160  acres, 
for  which  he  paid  $6  per  acre.  The  land  was  wholly 
unimproved,  but  the  cultivation  and  labor  which 
he  bestowed  upon  it  transformed  it  into  a  most 
beautiful  homestead.  He  there  continued  to  reside, 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  July  14,  1880. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  in  1815, 
still  survives  her  husband,  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead.  Mr.  Raynor  was  a  man  highly  esteemed 
by  all  as  an  upright,  worthy  citizen.  In  early  life 
he  was  a  Democrat,  but  when  the  Republican  party 
was  formed  and  the  question  of  the  extension  of 
slavery  became  an  issue,  he  cast  his  ballot  with  that 
organization,  and  was  ever  afterward  one  of  its 
warm  and  earnest  advocates.  He  was  not  a  man  to 
aspire  to  political  distinction,  preferring  to  attend 
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to  the  quiet  duties  of  farm  life  rather  than  to  seek 

first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Stephen  A. 

notoriety  in  any  direction. 

Douglas  in  1860,  but  since  that  time  he  has  been  a 

Of  the  eight  children,  five  sons  and  three  (laugh- 

supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a  gal- 

ters,  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raynor,  all  are  yet  liv- 

lant  soldier  during  the  late  war  and  is  a  worthy 

ing,  namely:  William,  who  was  born  March  28, 

citizen,  well  deserving  of  the  respect  of  all. 

1835,  is  now  a  resident  of  Iowa  County,  Iowa; 

Thomas  is  the  second  in  age;  George,  born  July 

2G,  1838,  is  also  a  resident  of  Iowa  County;  Emma 

E.,  born  Dec.  24,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  Jerome  Le- 

ARK  D.  ALLEN,  a  leading  farmer  of  Wil- 

vea,  of  Guthrie  County,  Iowa;  Theodore,  born 

rl  \V\  ton  Township,  residing  on  section  30,  was 

March  22,  1843,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war 

li  11'  born  Sept.  29,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Maj. 

for  three  years  in  Company  G,  35th  Iowa  Infantry, 

®  Lyman  Allen,  who  was  born  in  the  town 

and  is  now  a  resident  of  Minnesota;  Wesley,  born 

of  Platon,  N.  Y.,  on  the  17th  dajr  of  September, 

June  16,  1844,  is  living  in  Marengo,  Iowa;  Sarah 

1808.  His  father  was  Asaph  Allen,  who  served  in 

F.,  born  Aug.  28,  1846,  is  the  wife  of  George  Ham- 

the  War  of  1812,  and  died  soon  after  that  contest. 

mell,  of  Iowa  County;  and  the  youngest,  Mrs.  liar- 

Losing  his  father  when  but  a  lad,  Lyman  Allen 

riet  Ella  Strong,  was  born  May  26,  1852,  and 

was  reared  in  the  family  of  a  relative,  who  resided 

makes  her  home  in  Dakota. 

in  the  State  of  Vermont.  His  opportunities  for  edu- 

Our  subject  came  to  this  county  with  his  par- 

cation  were  such  as  the  schools  of  that  State  af- 

ents  in  1856,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  labors 

forded.  Being  apprenticed  at  an  early  age  to  the 

of  the  farm  until  1862,  when  he  left  the  parental 

trade  of  a  carpenter  he  became  a  skillful  workman, 

roof  and  enlisted  in  Company  B,  35th  Iowa  Vol- 

and  followed  the  occupation  of  carpentering  and 

unteers,  serving  until  Aug.  9,  1865,  when  he  was 

building  for  many  years.  He  was  united  in  mar- 

mustered  out,  after  having  fought  in  defense  of 

riao'e  with  Sarah  Brown,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 

the  old  flag  for  three  years,  lie  was  in  active  serv- 

Brown,  and  in  1832  removed  to  Groton,  Tomp- 

ice  during  the  whole  term  of  his  enlistment,  nor 

kins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufact- 

did  he  spend  a  day  in  the  hospital  during  that  long 

ure  of  wagons  and  carriages.  For  nineteen  years 

period.  He  took  part  in  every  campaign  in  which 

he  continued  a  resident  of  that  place,  when,  in 

li is  regiment  participated,  with  the  exception  of  the 

1851,  he  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  in  May, 

Red  River  expedition,  during  which  time  he  served 

1853,  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Iowa  City,  where 

on  detached  duty. 

his  eldest  daughter,  Luella,  had  previously  re- 

After  his  return  from  the  scene  of  conflict  Mr. 

moved,  there  engaging  in  teaching.  In  Iowa  City 

Raynor  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lorana 

Maj.  Allen  again  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade. 

A.  Brown,  their  union  being  celebrated  March  8, 

His  wife  died  on  the  30th  day  of  July,  1855,  and 

1866.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daugh- 

Dec.  31,  1856,  he  was  again  married,  to  Mrs.  Ilepsy 

ter  of  Nathaniel  Brown.  Iler  brother,  Frederick 

W.  Baldwin,  who  survives  her  husband.  He  con- 

Brown,  was  an  early  settler  of  Atalissa,  but  re- 

tinued  to  engage  in  carpentering,  thus  earning  in 

moved  from  there  to  Ringgold  County.  Mr.  Ray- 

an  honorable  manner  the  means  of  supporting  his 

nor  lias  made  farming  and  stock-raising  his  occu- 

family. 

pation  through  life,  and  in  later  years  has  engaged 

About  this  time  the  excitement  caused  by  the 

to  some  extent  in  buying  and  shipping  stock.  For 

slavery  question  was  intense,  and  war  was  threat- 

many  years  he  made  his  home  on  a  farm  in  Cedar 

ened  by  the  South.  Its  mutterings,  heard  first  in 

County,  after  which  he  removed  to  Durant,  where 

the  distance,  grew  louder  as  it  approached  nearer, 

lie  resided  for  four  years,  and  in  March,  1883,  set- 

and  finally,  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  1861,  Ft. 

tied  in  Wilton.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  the  farm 

Sumter  was  fired  upon  by  the  rebels,  and  the  war 

in  Cedar  County,  and  another  in  Iowa  County.  In 

so  long  predicted  began.  Maj.  Allen,  in  common 

Jj 

I  his  political  sentiments  lie  is  a  Republican.  His 

with  all  true  lovers  of  the  country,  felt  this  insult  i 

_  -  - - -T 
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to  the  old  flag,  and,  realizing  the  Nation’s  peril, 
would  gladly  have  joined  the  first  company  of  he¬ 
roes  that  sprang  to  the  Nation’s  rescue,  but  being- 
fifty -three  years  of  age,  was  debarred  from  enter¬ 
ing  the  military  service.  Nevertheless  the  voice 
and  influence  of  this  noble  patriot  were  ever  active 
in  support  of  the  Government  in  its  efforts  to  crush 
the  Rebellion  in  its  infancy.  But  an  opportunity 
was  at  hand  which  permitted  those  men  who  had 
passed  the  age  of  forty-five  years  to  enter  into  serv¬ 
ice.  In  1862  the  37th  Iowa  Infantry, the  famous 
Graybeard  Regiment,  was  organized.  Mr.  Allen 
took  an  active  and  important  part  in  securing  vol¬ 
unteers,  and  on  the  election  of  officers  at  Muscatine 
was  chosen  Major,  a  position  which  he  filled  in  an 
able  manner  during  the  three  years  of  service. 
While  the  principal  object  of  this  regiment  was  to 
do  garrison  duty,  and  thus  enable  the  3’Oimg  men 
to  march  to  the  front,  the  service  it  performed  was 
often  extremely  hazardous  and  proved  of  immense 
value  to  the  Government.  It  entered  upon  its  first 
duty  at  St.  Louis,  acting  as  guard  of  the  military 
prison  until  the  latter  part  of  May,  1863,  when  it 
served  about  two  months  in  guarding  a  portion  of 
the  Pacific  Railroad.  Next  the  regiment  was  or¬ 
dered  to  Alton,  Ill.,  where  it  acted  as  guard  to  some 
Confederate  prisoners  until  January,  1864,  and 
then  performed  a  similar  duty  at  Rock  Island,  after 
which  it  was  stationed  for  about  three  months  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  whence  it  was  ordered  to  Indian¬ 
apolis.  In  that  city  the  regiment  was  divided, 
Maj.  Allen  being  ordered  to  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  with 
two  companies,  where  he  remained  in  command  of 
the  post  until  May,  1865,  at  which  time  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  join  the  regiment  at  Cincinnati  with  his 
detachment,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Daven¬ 
port,  where  he  was  mustered  out  May  24,  1865. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Maj.  Allen  settled 
with  his  family  near  Chicago,  Cook  Co.,  Ill.,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1868  returned  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Muscatine  County,  making  his  home  with  his  son, 
Mark  D.  Allen,  on  section  30,  Wilton  Township, 
with  whom  he  resided  until  his  death,  Feb.  28, 
1888.  He  was  a  patriotic,  worth}'  and  estimable 
citizen,  a  man  who  possessed  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all.  He  was  outspoken  in  his  sentiments 
of  right  and  wrong,  and  ever  forward  in  promoting 


the  best  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lived.  In  his  political  sentiments  he  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  an  earnest  and  able  champion  of  the 
principles  of  the  great  National  party.  Though  at 
his  death  Maj.  Allen  had  passed  the  age  of  four¬ 
score  years  his  mind  was  still  active,  and  he  was 
sincerely  mourned  by  many  warm  friends.  He  was 
the  father  of  five  children,  all  born  of  his  first  mar¬ 
riage,  and  three  of  that  number  are  yet  living: 
William  T.,  the  eldest,  served  in  the  4th  Iowa  Cav¬ 
alry  during  the  Civil  War,  and  is  now  living  in 
El  Paso,  Tex. 

Mark  D.,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  Sept.  29,  1839, 
and  in  company  with  his  parents  removed  to  Iowa 
City  in  May,  1853.  He  also  was  one  of  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  his  country,  enlisting  in  Company  D, 
1st  Iowa  Infantry,  in  the  month  of  April,  1861, 
only  a  few  days  after  the  firing  upon  of  Ft.  Sum¬ 
ter.  With  the  regiment  he  served  in  Missouri  dur¬ 
ing  his  first  term  of  enlistment  of  three  months, 
after  which  he  spent  the  remaining  years  of  the  Re¬ 
bellion  in  doing  duty  in  the  Southwest.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Viola  Baldwin,  a 
daughter  of  his  father’s  second  wife,  who  now  re¬ 
sides  with  them.  Mrs.  Allen  was  born  in  Tomp¬ 
kins  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  father  died  when 
she  was  but  eight  years  of  age,  and  in  1856  she  re¬ 
moved  with  her  mother  to  Iowa  City.  The  union 
of  this  worthy  couple  has  been  blessed  with  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  four  children — Amelia,  John  T.,  Adeline  W. 
and  Luella  M. 

The  next  child  of  Maj.  Allen  is  Ella  May,  wife 
of  H.  N.  Crane,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  now  deceased  are  Mrs.  Luella 
Allen  Morris  and  Mrs.  Theresa  J.  Saunders. 


ON.  WILLIAM  S.  CHASE,  of  West  Liberty, 
V  may  justly  be  termed  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Muscatine  County,  as  he  first  became  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  county  in  1847.  He  is  the  eld¬ 
est  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Mary  (Scoby)  Chase,  who 
were  both  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  descend¬ 
ants  of  old  Puritan  families  who  emigrated  with 
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the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  April  11,  1826,  and 
was  but  a  lad  when  his  parents  with  their  family 
removed  in  1833  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  There 
they  resided  until  1847,  when  they  joined  the  tide  of 
human  immigration  and  came  West,  and  located  in 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  Our  subject  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  but  agriculture  not  being  congenial  to 
his  tastes,  he  early  in  life  began  to  prepare  himself 
for  another  sphere  of  usefulness.  Ilis  very  limited 
early  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools 
of  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  but  so  poor  were  his 
advantages  in  this  respect  that  his  course  did  not 
include  anything  but  the  common  branches,  but 
such  as  it  was  it  served  as  a  foundation  for  a  thor¬ 
ough  education  acquired  later  entirely  by  private 
study.  In  this  important  respect  he  is  essentially 
a  self-made  man.  lie  began  teaching  when  but 
fifteen  years  of  age  while  in  Ohio,  and  then  taught 
a  few  terms.  The  first  winter  he  spent  in  Iowa  he 
taught  the  school  at  Fail-port,  and  has  followed  the 
profession  of  teacher  most  of  the  time  since,  his 
labors  being  confined  to  Muscatine  and  Cedar 
Counties. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1855,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  Lewis,  who  was 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  Muscatine  County.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Mary  wedded  Niles  Gugg,  and  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Henry  F.  D.  is  engaged 
as  cashier  of  a  bank  at  Laman,  Chase  Co.,  Neb.; 
P.  McKelvey,  who  is  a  teacher,  and  resides  with  his 
parents  at  West  Liberty;  Thomas  L.  is  also  a 
teacher,  in  Clark  County,  Kan.;  Milton  A.  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Imperial,  Neb.;  and  Jessie  E.,  who  is  a 
teacher  in  West  Liberty. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Chase  was  a  Whig  and  an 
ardent  Abolitionist,  and  on  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  joined  its  ranks,  and  has  ever 
since  been  an  active  supporter  of  its  principles. 
Though  not  an  office-seeker  he  has  been  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  public  affairs  for  many  years, 
and  has  filled  most  of  the  local  offices  in  the  gift  of 
the  people  of  Cedar  County,  where  he  resided  from 
the  spring  of  1856  until  recently.  In  1867  he  was 
elected  to  represent  Cedar  Count}'  in  the  State 
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Legislature,  and  served  one  term.  lie  has  always 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and 
all  measures  having  for  their  object  the  public 
good  have  received  his  cordial  support.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is 
also  Mrs.  Chase  and  two  other  members  of  his 
family. 

-?3=£= 


JOSEPH  LINN  IIOOPES,  an  enterprising 
farmer  residing  on  section  29,  Lake  Town¬ 
ship,  was  born  in  Bloomington,  now  the 
city  of  Muscatine,  Sept.  15,  1841,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  J.  Hoopes,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  In  early  life  he  at¬ 
tended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  but 
when  a  lad  met  with  an  accident  which  for  many 
years  gave  him  much  trouble  and  forced  him  to 
remain  away  from  the  school-room.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  he  began  clerking  in  a  dry-goods  store, 
remaining  in  that  employment  for  three  years, 
when,  in  1872,  he  rented  a  farm  of  320  acres. 
Renting  until  1876,  he  then  purchased  eighty  acres 
on  section  29,  Lake  Township,  to  which  he  has 
since  added  until  he  now  owns  260  acres  under  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation. 

In  1874  Mr.  Hoopes  and  Miss  Emma  Worsham, 
who  was  born  in  Muscatine,  Jan.  22,  1852,  were 
united  in  marriage,  their  union  taking  place  on  the 
17th  of  December.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
William  G.  and  Rebecca  (Marmon)  Worsham,  the 
former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of 
North  Carolina.  In  an  early  day  they  came  to 
this  county,  where  the  death  of  Mr.  Worsham  oc¬ 
curred  July  16,  1867.  His  Avife  is  still  living  in 
Muscatine,  and  is  numbered  among  the  honored 
and  respected  pioneers  who  have  witnessed  almost 
the  entire  growth  of  the  community.  The  youim 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm,  and 
removed  to  their  present  home  in  1883.  They  now 
own  a  commodious  two-story  farm  residence,  and 
are  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  There 
Mr.  Hoopes  extensively  engages  in  the  breeding 
of  Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He 
also  owns  a  half-interest  in  “Baird,”  a  fine  black 
Norman  horse,  weighing  1,700  pounds,  which  was 
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imported  by  E.  McNaught,  of  Normal,  Ill.,  and 
of  “Bashaw  Joe,”  which  is  a  beautiful  seal-brown 
in  color.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in  the 
breeding  of  stock,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
prominent  and  progressive  farmers  of  the  county. 
Mr.  Hoopes  has  held  various  township  offices  of 
trust.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  while  socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Maccabees.  He  is  ranked  among  the  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  the  community,  and  is  greatly 
esteemed  bjr  all. 


— > - 

ENNIS  MAHANNA.  Among  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  Wilton  whose  coming  dates  back 
to  the  early  history  of  the  town,  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  arrived  about 
the  10th  of  May,  1856.  The  town  then  contained 
only  a  population  of  about  150  inhabitants,  while 
but  a  few  business  houses  had  been  erected.  There 
Mr.  Mahanna  has  lived  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty-three  years,  during  which  time  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  the  remarkable  development  of  the  entire 
community.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
born  in  Cork  in  1830,  and  when  but  six  years  of 
age  came  to  America  with  his  father's  family,  which 
then  consisted  of  the  parents  and  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters.  They  located  first 
in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the}r  resided  from 
1836  to  1849,  when  the}'  removed  to  the  township 
of  Alexandria,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
mother  died  Nov.  2,  1852.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife  Mr.  Mahanna  returned  to  Oneida  County, 
where  he  lived  with  his  children,  who  had  located 
there,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  17th 
of  October,  1869,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
Of  the  eight  children  of  the  family  William,  the 
eldest,  is  a  resident  of  Clayton,  Oneida  Co..  N.  Y. ; 
Ellen,  widow  of  Daniel  Sullivan,  is  living  in  Con¬ 
stantin,  N.  Y. ;  Catherine,  widow  of  David  Fish, 
makes  her  home  in  Vernon,  Oneida  County;  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  John  Weatherhead,  of  Washington 
Mills,  Oneida  County;  Eliza,  widow  of  Dennis 
McCarty,  is  living  in  Utica,  N.  Y. ;  James  C.  is 
in  Oneida  County;  Dennis  is  the  next  in  age;  and 
the  youngest  is  Timothy,  who  lives  in  Rome,  N. 


Y.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  this  numerous 
family  no  death  has  occurred,  although  all  have 
passed  beyond  middle  life,  their  ages  ranging  be- 
between  fifty-four  and  seventy-five  years. 

Dennis  Mahanna,  our  subject,  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  from  the  age  of  twenty-two  to  twenty -five 
years  traveled  with  a  team  through  various  States 
selling  goods,  his  field  of  operationsextending  over 
parts  of  New  York,  Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Kentucky  and  New  Jersey,  also  through  portions 
of  Cauada.  In  1852  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Hart,  a  native  of  Booneville, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  by  their  union  four  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Iola  Jane,  wife  of  Charles 
C.  Mclntire,  a  merchant  of  Rock  Island,  HI.;  Mary 
E.,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching;  Nellie  Maud, 
cashier  in  the  store  of  her  brother-in-law,  at  Rock 
Island;  and  Elizabeth  Alice. 

In  1856  our  subject  sold  his  farm  in  Oneida 
County,  and,  determining  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
West,  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  permanently  in 
Wilton  on  the  10th  of  May.  For  a  3’ear  or  two 
he  engaged  in  keeping  a  hotel,  after  which  he  em¬ 
barked  in  merchandising,  but  for  many  years  past 
has  been  engaged  in  various  pursuits,  though  a 
greater  part  of  the  time  has  been  spent  as  a  real- 
estate  dealer.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of 
eighty  acres  northwest  of  the  town,  and  a  pleasant 
home  in  Wilton,  where  he  resides,  together  with 
other  valuable  town  property.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  is  numbered  among  the  substantial 
and  respected  citizens  of  Wilton. 


6ps§HOMAS  SHERWOOD,  M.  D„  of  Wilton,  has 
{/(/%§&  been  a  member  of  the  medical  fraternity  of 
Muscatine  County  since  the  spring  of  1878. 
He  was  born  in  the  year  1848,  in  Warren  County, 
Ohio,  where  his  father,  John  Sherwood,  spent  his  en¬ 
tire  life,  dying  in  1853.  Our  subject  was  reared  to 
farm  life  and  received  a  liberal  education  in  the 
High  School  of  Waynesville,  Ohio,  after  which  he 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  in  1871,  locating  near  Clarence, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  the  spring  of  1874, 
when  he  became  a  resident  of  Adams  County. 
The  following  winter  he  came  to  Wilton,  and  in 


February,  1875,  began  the  study  of  medicine  under 
the  directions  of  Drs.  Witham  and  Cooling,  and 
during  the  winter  of  1875-76  attended  lectures  at 
the  Miami  Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
from  which  celebrated  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  the  class  of  ’78.  In  the  meantime  he  had  begun 
his  professional  career,  practicing  with  his  pre¬ 
ceptors. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation,  in  the  spring 
of  1878,  our  subject  was  married  at  Waynesville, 
Ohio,  becoming  the  husband  of  Miss  Phoebe  Bai¬ 
ley,  a  daughter  of  Elmer  Bailey,  of  that  city.  They 
are  now  the  parents  of  two  children,  Freddie  and 
Lawrence.  The  Doctor  is  an  active  member  of  vari¬ 
ous  medical  societies,  including  the  Iowa  State 
Medical  Society,  the  Muscatine  County  Society  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  the  Eastern  Iowa 
Medical  Society.  lie  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  chosen  vocation,  and  possesses  a  natural  adapt¬ 
ability  to  the  medical  profession,  is  social  and 
genial  in  disposition,  and  is  very  popular  both  as  a 
physician  and  citizen. 


SAMUEL  H.  WISE,  the  popular  artist  of 
Wilton,  Iowa,  was  born  Oct.  24,  1842,  and 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Sophia  (Kester) 
Wise.  His  father  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Pa.,  Jan.  18,  1801,  and  his  mother  was 
born  April  30,  1804,  in  the  same  county.  They 
were  reared  and  married  in  their  native  State,  and 
both  were  of  German  ancestry,  the  grandparents 
on  both  sides  having  emigrated  to  America  from 
the  Fatherland  during  the  early  days  of  the  history 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  1829  Henry  Wise  removed 
from  his  native  State  to  Crawford  County,  Ohio, 
where  lie  continued  to  make  his  home  until  1839, 
when,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  emigrated  to 
Iowa,  settling  in  Rochester  Township,  Cedar  County. 
He  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  followed  that  oc¬ 
cupation  in  connection  with  farming  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  In  1840  he  erected  a  mill 
in  Rochester,  which  was  one  of  the  first  mills  of 
Cedar  County,  being  a  saw  and  grist  mill  com¬ 
bined.  The  latter  department  was  quite  primitive 
^  *  in  its  character,  but  was  a  great  blessing  to  the  pio¬ 


neers,  who  had  been  compelled  to  go  long  distances 
to  have  their  corn  ground  with  which  to  make  the 
cornbread,  which  was  one  of  the  staple  articles  of 
diet  in  those  early  days.  Mr.  Wise  was  one  of  the 
representative  pioneer  settlers,  a  Whig  in  politics, 
and  in  religious  faith  a  Lutheran.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  three  of  whom 
are  now  deceased:  Moses,  born  Jan.  17,  1826,  died 
July  23,  1886;  Sarah  Ann,  born  March  10,  1827; 
Isaac,  April  30,  1829;  Emanuel,  Sept.  7,  1830; 
George  W.,  April  9,  1832;  Melinda  E.,  March  6, 
1834;  John  A.,  March  26,  1836;  Owen,  Jan.  15, 
1839;  Hannah,  Jan.  23,  1840;  Samuel  H.,  Oct.  24, 
1842;  Silas,  born  Jan.  4,  1844,  now  deceased; 
Julia  Ann,  born  Aug.  24,  1845,  is  also  deceased ; 
James  U.,  born  Aug.  1,  1848.  The  death  of  the 
father  occurred  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  July  23, 
1856;  the  mother  departed  this  life  Jan.  11,  1883. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Rochester  Township,  Cedar  County, 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  when,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  J,  35th  Iowa  Infantry, 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  musician,  and  was  in  active  service 
all  the  time  until  within  a  few  months  prior  to  the 
close  of  hostilities,  when,  on  account  of  disability 
incurred  in  the  service,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
invalid  corps,  and  sent  to  the  North.  He  took  part 
in  many  of  the  most  important  engagements,  was 
at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  participated  in  both 
battles  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  with  his  regiment 
accompanied  Gen.  Banks  in  his  unfortunate  Red 
River  expedition.  By  forced  marches  and  exposure 
in  this  campaign,  his  health  was  badly  shattered, 
and  his  constitution,  hitherto  robust,  was  broken, 
he  never  having  fully  recovered  from  the  terrible 
ordeal  which  he  at  that  time  underwent. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Wise  engaged  in 
the  profession  of  photography,  establishing  business 
at  Wilton  in  1868,  since  which  time  he  has  contin¬ 
ued  in  that  line  with  good  success,  having  gained  a 
well-merited  reputation  as  a  superior  artist.  In 
1866,  Nov.  29,  he  was  united  in  marriage  witl 
Mary  Ellen  Healy,  a  daughter  of  Abiel  L.  I 
of  Wilton,  an  early  pioneer  of  Cedar  County 
their  union  five  children  have  been  born, 
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sons  and  two  daughters — Mary  S.,  Edwin  A., 
George  C.,  Ida  E.  and  Samuel  A. 

Mr.  Wise  is  a  charter  member  of  Henry  Sibert 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Wilton,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  in  1864,  while  a  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  field,  for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  and 
his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  and  are  held  in  high  regard  by  all 
who  know  them.  A  gallant  soldier  in  the  War  for 
the  Union,  a  worthy  and  respected  citizen,  an  en¬ 
terprising  and  progressive  business  man,  Mr.  Wise 
is  a  man  of  prominence,  aud  is  widely  known 
throughout  the  community. 

- - 


Jl _  ENRY  B.  MELICK,  a  retired  farmer  and 

"jjj  prominent  citizen  of  Muscatine  Count}', 
Iowra,  now  residing  in  the  village  of  Ata- 
'Hy)  lissa,  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  Pa., 
Sept.  20,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Martha 
(Crevling)  Melick.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom 
reached  maturity:  Justus  A.,  the  eldest,  who  died  in 
1884,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children,  who  now 
reside  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  was  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  many  years 
was  Chaplain  of  the  State  Senate  of  Pennsylvania; 
Harriet  is  the  wife  of  James  Sanky,  a  resident  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Henry  B.  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth;  Louisa  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  }’ears;  Nel¬ 
son,  who  served  in  the  28th  Pennsylvania  Infantry 
for  two  and  a  half  years,  after  which  he  was  taken 
sick  and  received  his  discharge,  wedded  a  Miss 
Campbell,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  is  engaged  in 
lumbering  in  Hine’s  Run,  Pa.;  Martha  J.,  wife  of 
Ur.  Crebs,  an  eminent  physician  of  Pennsylvania, 
died  in  1875;  and  Emma,  wife  of  John  Rank,  re¬ 
sides  in  Scranton,  Pa. 

John  Melick,  the  father  of  this  family,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  life,  and 
was  a  prominent  citizen  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  and  his  wife  were  both  devoted  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  work  of  that  denomination, 
and  were  earnest  Christian  people.  In  1852  the 


mother  was  called  to  her  long  rest,  preceding  her 
husband  many  years,  his  death  occurring  in  1870. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm.  On 
attaining  his  majority  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  as  a  tanner,  which  trade  he  learned  in  a 
short  time,  after  which  he  purchased  the  business 
of  his  employer,  and  continued  in  that  line  for 
about  four  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he 
left  the  parental  roof,  and  after  selling  out  his  tan¬ 
nery  purchased  a  hotel  in  Cambria,  Luzerne  County, 
of  which  he  remained  proprietor  for  three  years, 
being  reasonably  successful  in  that  venture.  Later 
he  purchased  the  old  homestead  in  Columbia 
County,  consisting  of  eighty  acres,  and  continued 
its  cultivation  until  1868,  when  he  sold  the  farm, 
receiving  $10,000  in  cash.  Desiring  to  make  his 
home  in  the  West,  he  started  on  his  journey  to 
seek  a  location,  and  after  traveling  through  four¬ 
teen  different  States  of  the  Union  chose  Muscatine 
County  as  his  future  home.  Purchasing  140  acres 
of  land  on  sections  13  and  14,  Goshen  Township, 
lie  returned  to  his  old  home  and.  accompanied  by 
his  family,  came  again  to  Muscatine  County,  where 
he  settled  permanently. 

On  the  16th  day  of  October,  1851,  Mr.  Melick 
and  Miss  Martha  A.  Wert  were  united  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matrimony.  The  lady  was  born  in  Co¬ 
lumbia  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  2,  1831,  and  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Melick)  Wert,  the 
father  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  mother  of 
Pennsylvania.  Both  parents  died  in  Orangeville, 
that  State.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melick 
five  children  have  been  born:  Clara  V.,  born  July 
7,  1852,  died  on  the  lltli  day  of  September  follow¬ 
ing;  Millard  F.,  born  Nov.  5,  1853,  wedded  Miss 
Nina  Barkalow,  and  resides  in  Goshen  Township; 
John  Warren,  born  Sept.  5,  1855,  is  the  husband  of 
Miss  Mary  C'roxen,  a  native  of  Muscatine  County, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa; 
Justus  A.,  born  Sept.  5,  1857,  wedded  Miss  Eva 
Kline,  of  Wisconsin,  and  now  has  charge  of  his 
father’s  farm  in  Goshen  Township;  Tantie  1L, 
born  July  15,  1864,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Since  coming  to  Iowa  Mr.  Melick  has  developed 
one  of  the  finest  farms  of  Muscatine  County,  trans- 
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forming  the  wild  prairie  into  highly  cultivated 
land.  I lis  farm  was  always  stocked  with  a  good 
grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  everything 
about  the  place  denotes  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of 
the  owner.  He  made  his  home  upon  the  farm  until 
1885,  when,  erecting  a  cottage  in  the  village  of 
Atalissa,  he  removed  to  that  town,  where  he  has 
since  lived  a  retired  life.  lie  has  been  honored  by 
his  follow-citizens  with  various  local  offices  of 
trust,  and  in  his  political  sentiments  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  Mrs.  Melick  and  part  of  the  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while 
John  W.  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Melick  receives  the  highest  respect  of  all  who 
know  him,  and  is  numbered  among  Muscatine 
County’s  best  citizens. 


-J— 


ylLLIAM  DUFFEE,  an  honored  pioneer  of 
Muscatine  County  of  1847,  resides  on  sec¬ 
tion  3,  Moscow  Township.  lie  was  born 
in  Prussia,  Germany,  in  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Franz 
Duffee,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  country, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death.  William  was 
reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  but  having  a 
desire  to  follow  the  sea,  when  quite  a  young  lad 
he  embarked  on  a  vessel  which  was  engaged  in 
catching  seals,  and  remained  on  the  water  for  about 
seven  years,  during  which  time  he  visited  various 
ports  throughout  the  world.  In  1847  he  again 
sailed  the  ocean,  but  this  time  his  destination  was 
America,  where  he  resolved  to  make  his  future 
home.  Landing  at  New  Orleans,  he  then  proceeded 
up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Muscatine,  landing  for 
the  first  time  in  Iowa.  He  visited  Linn  County, 
but  at  that  time  Cedar  Rapids  contained  only  about 
a  half-dozen  houses,  and  traveled  over  other  parts 
of  the  State  in  search  of  a  location,  but  in  all  his 
journeyings  no  section  was  so  pleasing  to  him  as  the 
country  embraced  in  Muscatine  County.  Purchas¬ 
ing  a  small  tract  of  land,  he  immediately  com¬ 
menced  its  cultivation,  but  has  since  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm  until  it  now  comprises  300 
acres,  and  he  has  also  given  each  one  of  his  boys  a 
farm,  with  the  exception  of  Frank,  who  will  get  his 
share,  thus  enabling  them  to  begin  life  without 


rf 


having  to  endure  the  struggle  for  a  start  which  he 
was  compelled  to  make. 

On  the  voyage  to  America  Mr.  Duffee  had  the 
company  of  the  gentleman  who  afterward  became 
his  father-in-law,  Gottleib  Kaufman,  who  also  lo¬ 
cated  in  this  county.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  of  which  number  two  daughters  have  passed 
away.  The  death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1854, 
but  Mrs.  K.  lived  until  1887.  In  1848  Mr.  Duffee 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Frederica,  the  only 
surviving  daughter,  and  by  their  union  five  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  William  F.,  Henry  G.;  Emma, 
wife  of  George  Daught;  Frank  A.  and  Albert  C. 

Mr.  Duffee  is  truly  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
Muscatine  County.  Oftentimes  during  the  winter 
season  has  he  worked  for  thirty -five  cents  per  day, 
while  during  the  summer  months  his  wages  were 
fifty  cents  per  day.  In  this  humble  way  he  began 
life,  but  living  economically,  he  saved  enough 
money  to  at  length  purchase  a  farm,  which  in  time 
brought  its  reward,  the  crops,  by  care  and  cultiva¬ 
tion,  yielding  a  good  harvest.  The  fine  farm  and 
beautiful  home  of  which  he  is  now  the  owner  has 
been  secured  by  his  own  efforts  of  industry  and 
perseverance,  and  he  is  now  numbered  among  the 
well-to-do  farmers  of  the  community.  He  is  inde¬ 
pendent  in  politics,  voting  for  the  candidate  whom 
he  thinks  will  best  fill  the  position,  and  religiously, 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 


<z^'8)IIOM AS  J.  HOPKINS,  a  farmer  residing  on 
(l(M sect'on  23,  Moscow  Township,  was  born  in 
Polk  County,  Mo.,  on  the  19th  of  October, 
1843.  His  father,  Hiram  Hopkins,  was  a  native  of 
East  Tennessee,  and  during  his  youth  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Missouri.  He  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  in  Polk  County,  of  that  State,  with  Miss 
Amanda  Jennigan,  who  died  when  our  subject  was 
a  little  child.  The  husband  was  again  united  in 
marriage,  and  several  children  were  horn  to  him. 
He  continued  to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  of 
his  father  until  his  death. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 


•►Hfc 


4 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 

427 

4- 


schools  of  his  native  State.  He  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War.  when,  stirred  by  patriotic  impulses,  and  feeling 
it  his  duty  to  defend  the  Union,  lie  enlisted  in  his 
country’s  service  Nov.  1,  1861.  He  was  assigned 
to  Company  E,  6th  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  served 
for  three  years,  participating  in  many  important 
battles,  among  which  was  that  of  Wilson’s  Creek, 
where  Gen.  Lyon,  the  gallant  hero,  fell.  He  also 
took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Pea  Ridge  and 
Prairie  Grove,  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  the  capture  of  Little  Rock,  and  later  served 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas  until  the  close  of  his  term 
of  service,  when  he  received  his  discharge  Nov.  1, 
1864.  He  escaped  without  wounds,  but  his  health 
was  much  impaired,  and  he  still  suffers  from  the  ex¬ 
posures  and  hardships  which  form  a  part  of  war. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  our  subject  returned 
to  his  home,  where  lie  remained  until  1873,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  Texas,  where  he  remained  for  twro 
years.  In  1875.  going  to  the  Indian  Territory,  he 
began  working  in  the  Chickasaw  Nation,  where  he 
remained  for  considerable  time,  and  in  June,  1877, 
came  to  Muscatine  County.  On  the  20th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1880,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Ca- 
tora  Eveland,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eveline 
Eveland.  Her  father  is  now  deceased,  and  our  sub¬ 
ject  and  his  wife  reside  on  the  farm  of  Mrs.  Eve¬ 
land,  who  makes  her  home  with  them.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  five  children — Jimmie,  Eve¬ 
line,  Nellie  Belle,  Johnnie  and  Willie.  Our  subject 
is  numbered  among  the  worthy  and  respected  citi¬ 
zens  of  Muscatine  County. 
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PARRY,  one  of  the  settlers  of  this  county 
of  1855,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Goshen 
Township,  residing  on  section  21,  was  born 
in  New  Castle,  Del.,  in  the  month  of  December, 
1838,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five  children 
born  to  David  and  Lydia  (Hollingsworth)  Parry, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Delaware.  They  were 
married  in  that  State,  and  there  the  father  engaged 
in  farming  until  1847,  when,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  he  removed  to  Chester  County,  Pa.,  there 
f  pursuing  the  same  vocation  until  1852,  when  he 


became  a  resident  of  Ohio.  Making  his  home  in 
that  State  until  June,  1855;  he  then  came  to  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  in  September  of  the  same  }Tear  made  a 
journey  from  Pennsylvania  to  this  State  in  a  wagon. 
He  purchased  an  improved  farm,  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  1 1  is  wife  died  in 
the  month  of  February,  1882. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  different  States 
in  which  he  has  resided — Delaware,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio  and  Iowa.  He  began  his  life  work  as  a  farmer 
in  this  count}',  and  in  1875  bought  120  acres  of 
partly  improved  land  on  section  21,  Goshen  Town¬ 
ship,  to  which  he  removed  in  1877,  and  has  there 
since  made  his  home.  A  comfortable  residence 
has  been  erected,  and  other  improvements  made, 
until  his  farm  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  of  fine  stock,  and  everything  about  his  place 
denotes  thrift  and  industry. 

In  Muscatine  County  Mr.  Parry  led  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Miss  Catherine  A.  Stodler,  their  union 
being  celebrated  in  January,  1867.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Sarah  Jane  (Stoffer)  Stodler,  who  were  also  born  in 
the  same  State.  Her  father  kept  a  tavern  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  but  in  1853  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Pike  Township,  Muscatine  County,  where  he  pur¬ 
chased  raw  land,  from  which  he  developed  a  fine 
farm.  He  there  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1853,  soon  after  coming  to 
this  county.  Rudolph  W.  Stodler,  a  brother  of 
Airs.  Parry,  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  enlisting 
at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  in  Company  D.  8th  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  for  three  years’  service.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  veteranized,  and  while  fighting  to 
preserve  the  Union  received  a  wound  which  crip¬ 
pled  him.  He  then  returned  home,  but  died  from 
the  effects  in  1864. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parry  seven  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Chester  C.,  born  Oct.  28,  1867;  Henry  H.,  Dec. 
21,  1869;  Delavan,  born  Dec.  18,  1871,  and  died 
Nov.  23,  1872;  Lula  L.,  born  Feb.  12,  1873;  Mar¬ 
garet,  born  March  20,  1875,  and  died  Nov.  23, 
1875;  Ada  H.,  born  Nov.  11,  1876,  and  Elsie, 
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Nov.  1  1,  1877.  Mr.  Parry  casts  his  ballot  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  does  not  take  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs.  He  assisted  in  the  re-organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  school  districts  of  the  township,  and  is 
prominent  in  the  promotion  of  educational  interests. 
He  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of 
Muscatine  County,  has  seen  its  once  barren  prairies 
bud  and  blossom  like  the  rose,  its  primitive  log 
cabins  give  place  to  commodious  residences,  while 
towns  and  villages  have  sprung  up,  churches  and 
school-houses  have  been  built,  and  other  improve¬ 
ments  made  until  scarcely  a  relic  is  left  of  pioneer 
days,  and  Muscatine  County  occupies  a  front  rank 
among  the  ninety-nine  counties  comprising  this 
great  commonwealth. 
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IIARLES  W.  DERBY,  one  of  the  gallant 
(if  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Wilton  Township,  of 
1856,  and  resides  on  section  10.  He  is  a  native  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  having  been  born  in 
Andover,  Windsor  Co.,  Vt.,  in  1832.  His  father, 
Nathan  Derby,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  family  is  of  old  New  England  stock,  being  de¬ 
scended  from  two  brothers  of  that  name  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  America  long  years  prior  to  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  Nathan  Derby  was  twice  married, 
his  first  union,  which  was  celebrated  in  Massachu¬ 
setts,  being  with  Betsy  Thomas.  After  his  mar¬ 
riage  he  removed  from  his  native  State,  settling  in 
the  town  of  Andover,  Vt.,  where  a  few  years  later 
his  wife  died,  leaving  three  children:  Mrs.  Elmira 
Peabody,  who  died  in  November,  1839;  Mrs.  Eliza 
Sberwin,  who  died  in  1848;  and  Francis  T.,  who  is 
now  living  in  Galesburg,  Ill.  Mr.  Derby’s  second 
marriage  was  with  Betsy  Balch,  by  whom  he  had 
nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
which  number  four  sons  and  two  daughters  are  }Tet 
living.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  1793,  died  in 
Andover  in  1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years,  while  his  wife  departed  this  life  in 
1871. 

The  first  of  the  Derby  family  to  emigrate  to  the 
West  was  a  sister  of  our  subject,  who  settled  in 
Galesburg,  Ill.,  in  the  spring  of  1851.  The  follow¬ 


ing  autumn,  two  brothers,  Frank  and  Ira  W.,  also 
went  to  Illinois,  where  the  former  is  still  living  in 
Galesburg,  but  the  latter  is  a  resident  of  Wilton 
Township.  In  1853  Charles  also  resolved  to  make 
his  home  in  the  West,  and  went  to  Galesburg,  Ill., 
where  he  resided  until  the  fall  of  1856,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine  County.  The  preceding  spring 
his  brother,  Ira  W.,  had  located  in  this  county,  and 
on  the  10th  of  October,  1857,  the  two  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  in  Wilton  Township,  which  has 
now  been  their  home  for  a  third  of  a  century. 

When  the  war  broke  out  Charles  Derby  was  one 
of  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his  country  in 
her  hour  of  danger,  and  on  the  26th  of  September, 

1861,  enlisted  in  Company  D,  11th  Iowa  Infantry, 
in  which  he  served  for  over  three  years,  being  mus¬ 
tered  out  in  October,  1864.  He  was  in  active  serv¬ 
ice  during  the  entire  term  of  his  enlistment,  and 
took  part  in  many  of  the  most  important  battles  off 
the  war,  among  which  were  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 

Corinth  and  Iuka,  together  witli  the  famous  sieges 
of  Vicksburg  and  Atlanta,  with  the  battles  attend¬ 
ing  the  same.  He  escaped  the  bullets  of  the  enemy, 
but  still  feels  the  effect  of  the  long  and  forced 
marches,  the  exposure  and  privations  that  were 
incident  to  that  great  struggle  for  the  life  of  the 
Nation.  On  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
his  home,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming. 

In  1866  Mr.  Derby  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Frank  Newell,  who  was  born  in  Ohio.  Her 
father,  Charles  Newell,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
and  her  mother  of  New  York,  but  both  removed  to 
the  Buckeye  State  in  their  youth.  Mr.  Newell  re¬ 
moved  from  Ohio  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1853, 
and  ten  years  later  continued  his  journey  west¬ 
ward  to  Muscatine  County.  His  death  occurred 
Nov.  8,  1878,  and  his  wife  survived  her  husband 
about  a  year.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Derby 
has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  three  children — 

Ernest  W.,  Stella  May  and  Lydia  M.  They  have  a 
pleasant  home,  surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  life, 
the  result  of  their  labor  and  industry,  and  re¬ 
ceive  the  respect  of  all  who  know  them.  In  poli¬ 
tics  Mr.  Derby  is  a  Republican,  and  socially,  is  a 
member  of  Henry  Sibert  Post  No.  250,  of  Wilton. 

Ira  W.  Derby,  whose  farm  adjoins  that  of  Charles,  < 
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arrived  in  Muscatine  County  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1856.  He  had  purchased  land  on  section  11,  Wil¬ 
ton  Township,  in  1S53,  and  in  connection  with  his 
brother  purchased  the  land  on  which  they  now  live 
in  1857.  But  few  improvements  had  been  made 
on  the  land  at  the  time  of  their  purchase,  only  a 
part  of  it  having  been  put  under  the  plow.  A  small 
house  had  also  been  erected,  but  by  the  united  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  two  brothers  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
the  count}’  has  been  developed. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1829,  Ira  Derby  first 
saw’  the  light  of  day,  in  Andover,  Windsor  Co., 
Yt.  He  wras  married  in  Illinois,  in  the  town  of 
Kirkwood,  Aug.  20,  1857,  becoming  the  husband 
of  Miss  Abbie  Wilson,  a  native  of  Fredonia,  Chau¬ 
tauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  born  Dec.  23,  1827,  and  a 
daughter  of  Leonard  and  Polly  (Winegar)  Wilson, 
the  former  born  at  Whitehall,  N.  Y.,  the  latter  at 
Ft.  Ann,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  From  the  Empire 
State  the  parents  removed  to  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and 
from  there  to  Lake  County,  Ohio,  w'here  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children.  Of  this  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Derby  four  children  have  been  born,  three 
sons  and  a  daughter — Nathan  W.,  Ida  J.,  Eugene 
H.  and  Leonard. 

The  Derby  brothers  are  numbered  among  the 
substantial  and  esteemed  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County,  and  hold  high  rank  with  the  leading  far¬ 
mers  of  the  community. 


ED  WARD  MOYLAN,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  26,  Goshen  Township,  is  one  of  the 
I  early  settlers  of  Muscatine  County,  who  has 
aided  in  her  development,  and  participated  in  the 
great  changes  which  have  placed  her  in  the  front 
rank  among  the  counties  of  this  great  common¬ 
wealth.  He  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ire¬ 
land,  in  1840,  and  was  the  second  in  a  family  of 
four  children  born  to.William  and  Margaret  (Quirk) 
Moylan,  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  The 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  almost 
throughout  his  entire  life,  and  in  1847  emigrated 
to  America,  working  for  about  two  years  in  the 
,  ,  Eastern  States,  after  which  he  came  to  Muscatine 


County,  Iowa,  and  entered  land.  From  the  raw 
prairie  he  developed  a  fine  farm,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  for  several  years.  His  death  occurred  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1862,  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  after 
a  very  short  illness,  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  Mrs. 
Moylan,  who  was  a  most  estimable  lady,  died  in 
May,  1884,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

Edward  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Iowa,  to  which  he  came  when  a  lad.  On  the  12th 
of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his 
country  at  Muscatine  for  three  years’  service,  and 
was  assigned  to  Company  E,  35th  Iowa  Infantry. 
He  participated  in  all  the  engagements  of  the  regi¬ 
ment,  including  the  battles  of  Vicksburg,  Tupelo, 
Yellow  Bayou,  the  Red  River  campaign,  Nashville, 
Spanish  Fort,  Mobile  Bay,  and  at  Jackson,  Miss. 
He  also  did  garrison  duty  for  some  time,  and  after 
three  years  of  service  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Davenport,  Aug.  10,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home,  Mr.  Moylan  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  1869  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Ann  F.  Fitzpatrick,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
in  the  month  of  January.  The  lady  is  a  native  of 
Cedar  County,  Iowa,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  (Fitzpatrick)  Fitzpatrick,  who  were  na¬ 
tives  Of  Ireland,  but  who  emigrated  to  this  coun¬ 
try  previous  to  their  marriage.  They  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  Cedar  County  at  an  early  day,  the  death 
of  the  father  there  occurring  in  1864.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  until  1878,  when  she  too  was  called  to 
her  final  home. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  of  the  union  of 
Edward  Moylan  and  Ann  Fitzpatrick,  and  all  are 
yet  living — William  J.,  Mary  Helen,  James,  Mar¬ 
garet  Theresa,  John  Francis,  Bessie  and  Henry  Al¬ 
bert.  The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  old  homestead,  where  they  resided  until 
1881,  when  it  was  sold  and  a  fine  farm  of  368 acres 
on  section  26,  Goshen  Township,  was  purchased. 
Since  that  time  improvements  have  been  made,  and 
the  land  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
transforming  it  into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
community.  Mr.  Moylan  gives  considerable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty 
of  breeding  Short-horn  cattle  and  Norman  and 
Clydesdale  horses.  Politically  he  is  a  supporter  of 
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the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker,  preferring  to  give  his  attention  exclusively 
to  his  business  interests.  He  assisted  in  organizing 
Goshen  Township,  with  whose  history  he  has  been 
identified  continuously  since,  and  also  aided  in  the 
organization  of  the  school  districts.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Charles  Michener  Post  No.  362,  of  Ata- 
lissa.  An  enterprising  and  progressive  fanner,  a 
loyal,  true  citizen,  and  an  honorable,  upright  man, 
he  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him,  and 
is  well  worthy  of  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all. 


HINEAS  BUCKMAN,  a  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  3, 
Goshen  Township,  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Muscatine  County,  was  born  in 
Anne  Arundel  County,  Md.,  on  the  2d  of  April, 
1819.  He  is  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Catherine 
(Shreve)  Buckman,  the  former  a  native  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  born  of  English  parentage,  the  latter  a 
native  of  Montgomery  County,  Md.  Their  wed¬ 
ding  was  celebrated  in  1790,  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  marriage  certificate 
being  printed  on  parchment,  and  leaving  space  for 
all  the  names  of  the  family.  The  father  was  born 
in  1760,  and  died  in  1836,  and  the  mother,  who 
was  born  in  1765, departed  this  life  in  1830.  They 
were  both  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  who  grew  to 
adult  age,  namely:  Maria,  who  wedded  Molilan 
Gibson,  but  both  are  now  deceased;  Charles,  who 
died  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  in  1883,  leaving  a 
wife  and  five  children;  William  Penn,  who  died  in 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1854;  Phineas,  of  this  sketch; 
and  Thomas  M.,  who  is  also  deceased. 

The  Buckman  family  was  founded  in  America, 
by  ancestors  who  came  to  this.country  in  company 
with  William  Penn.  Accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
two  daughters,  Susan  and  Mary,  William  Buckman 
embarked  in  the  sailing-vessel  “Welcome,”  which 
landed  in  America  in  1682,  and  to  him  the  direct 
line  of  ancestry  can  be  traced. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
Baltimore  County,  Md.,  and  his  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  common  schools. 
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At  the  age  of  six¬ 


teen  he  learned  the  miller’s  trade,  which  occupation 
he  followed  for  a  livelihood  until  twenty-six  years 
of  age.  He  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  7th  of 
December,  1844,  with  Miss  Cynthia  Roberts,  who 
was  born  in  Baltimore  County,  Md.,  in  December, 
1817,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Wilhel- 
mina  (Bouzer)  Roberts,  who  were  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Friends,  and  the  father  was  a  miller  by 
trade.  They  were  people  highly  respected  in  the 
community  where  they  resided.  The  father  died 
in  1840,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in  1865. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Buckman  remained  in 
Baltimore  County,  Md.,  until  1855,  when,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family,  he  emigrated  to  Muscatine 
County,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  3,  Goshen  Township,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside.  At  the  time  of  his  arrival 
the  homes  of  the  settlers  were  far  apart,  strolling 
bands  of  Indians  were  often  seen  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  deer  were  very  numerous,  and  the  prairie 
was  covered  with  a  thick  wild  grass,  which,  when 
dry,  often  caught  fire,  causing  destruction  to  prop¬ 
erty  and  sometimes  to  life.  In  true  pioneer  style 
our  subject  passed  the  first  3’ears  of  his  residence  in 
this  county,  engaged  principally  in  the  cultivation 
of  his  lands.  To  his  original  purchase  he  added 
until  his  farm  comprised  384  acres  of  land  which 
was  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  but  as  his 
children  grew  up  and  left  the  parental  roof,  the 
farm  was  divided,  he  giving  to  each  a  share. 
Charles  E.,  the  eldest  child,  who  wedded  Louisa 
Walters,  resides  on  a  fine  farm  of  172  acres,  and 
his  sketch  is  given  in  this  work;  Oliver  H.  engaged 
in  farming  during  his  early  life,  but  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  having  a  natural  ability  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,  entered  the  Iowa  State  University,  where  he 
studied  civil  engineering,  after  which,  in  1877,  he 
went  to  California,  where  he  secured  employment, 
and  has  been  eminent!}'  successful  in  his  chosen 
work;  Catherine,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Aikins,  a 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Cedar  County;  Annie  W. 
wedded  James  A.  Irwin,  a  former  resident  of  In¬ 
diana,  but  now  a  farmer  of  Goshen  Township. 

On  coming  to  this  county  Mr.  Buckman  was  in 
limited  circumstances,  but  his  arduous  and  untiring 
labors  brought  their  reward,  and  he  has  now  a 
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comfortable  competence  which  will  enable  him  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  his  days  at  rest  from  all  toil. 
Among  the  citizens  of  this  county  none  rank  higher 
or  are  more  deserving  of  the  love  and  confidence 
of  the  people  than  this  man,  whose  upright  and 
honorable  life  has  endeared  him  to  all. 

- <r"*- 

|  ARON  PARK.  There  are  but  few  busi- 
iO!  ness  men  of  Wilton  who  have  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  town  since  its  earliest  liis- 
Sjj  tory,  but  prominent  among  the  small 
number  is  our  subject,  who  is  the  present  under¬ 
taker  and  furniture  dealer  of  the  city.  He  became 
a  resident  of  Wilton  in  1857,  and  established  busi¬ 
ness  in  1862.  lie  was  born  in  Cumberland  County, 
England,  Aug.  17,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
Park.  Ilis  father  died  when  Aaron  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  the  mother  surviving  him  for 
some  time.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  who  reached  mature  years,  five  sons  and  two 
daughters.  One  daughter,  Hannah,  who  was  the 
seventh  in  the  family,  died  in  infancy,  and  hers 
was  the  onty  death  which  ever  occurred  in  the 
family  until  1888,  when  William,  the  eldest,  de¬ 
parted  this  life.  With  the  exception  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  there  was  but  one  member  of  the  family  who 
came  to  America,  Matthew,  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  1856,  locating  in  Wilton,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  Sioux  City. 

In  early  life  Aaron  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  trade  of  cabinet-making,  beginning  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  and  continuing  as  an  apprentice  until 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  nineteen.  On  his  arrival  he 
came  directly  to  Wilton,  where  his  brother  had 
located  the  previous  year,  one  week  being  required 
to  make  the  journey  from  New  York,  which  can 
now  be  accomplished  in  one-fourth  of  the  time, 
which  shows  the  progress  in  the  facilities  of  travel¬ 
ing  made  in  the  interval  of  thirty  years.  When 
Mr.  Park  landed  in  Wilton  he  was  the  proud  pos¬ 
sessor  of  $5  in  money,  which  constituted  the  capital 
with  which  he  was  to  begin  life  in  the  New  World. 
The  hard  times  of  1857,  1858  and  1859  had  already 
begun,  and  even  a  skilled  mechanic  received  but  a 


trifle  for  his  labor,  if  work  at  all  could  be  secured. 
But,  working  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  when  there 
was  any  demand  for  his  labor,  Mr.  Park  managed 
to  struggle  through  the  financial  depression,  and 
in  1862  embarked  in  business  with  $15  as  capital, 
but  being  a  skilled  workman  he  made  progress  from 
the  beginning.  His  first  place  of  business  was  a 
small  shop  on  the  site  of  Agnew’s  drug-store,  but 
in  1868  he  purchased  his  present  location,  which 
then  consisted  of  a  lot  and  a  small  frame  building, 
to  which  he  has  added  as  his  means  and  growing- 
business  demanded.  Ilis  stock  includes  all  that 
goes  to  make  up  a  first-class  furniture  and  under¬ 
taking  establishment.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
latter  line  of  work,  including  embalming  the  bodies, 
to  which  he  has  given  much  attention,  and  his  busi¬ 
ness  is  constantly  increasing. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1862,  Mr.  Park  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Nelson,  a 
native  of  Ohio.  In  that  State  her  father’s  death 
occurred,  after  which  the  mother  removed  with  her 
family  to  Iowa.  Three  children  grace  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park:  James  Elsworth,  who  is  now 
assistant  cashier  of  the  Farmers  and  Citizens’ 
Bank  at  Wilton;  Charles  G.,  and  Clara  Estella. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of 
the  Iowa  State  Undertaking  Association,  serving 
as  its  first  President;  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows’  Society,  and  also  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  in  both  of  which  lodges  he  has  filled  all 
the  offices.  He  is  Chief  of  the  fire  department  at 
Wilton,  was  one  of  the  organizers,  and  has  ever 
been  numbered  among  its  principal  supporters. 

To  him  as  much  as  to  any  other  citizen  is  its  pres¬ 
ent  efficiency  due.  In  his  political  sentiments  Mr. 
Park  is  a  Republican,  and  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  that  great  political  organization.  He 
is  ranked  among  the  respected  citizens  of  his  town 
and  county,  with  which  he  has  been  so  long  identi¬ 
fied,  and  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Beginning  life  a  poor  boy,  by  industry, 
perseverance  and  fair  dealing,  he  has  built  up  a 
fine  trade,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  town.  In  the  summer  of  1887  he 
made  a  visit  to  England  to  see  once  more  the  home 
of  his  childhood  and  the  friends  whose  faces  he 
had  not  looked  upon  for  thirty  years.  While  he  ^  r 
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loves  that  country  as  his  fatherland,  stronger  still 
is  his  attachment  to  the  land  of  his  adoption,  whose 
free  institutions  give  to  all  alike  opportunities  for 
advancement  in  life  that  are  denied  to  the  masses 
in  other  lands. 


Tf?  OHN  H.  MUNROE,  attorney-at-law,  and 
real-estate,  loan  and  insurance  agent,  of 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  at  Quincy,  Ill., 


1  Feb.  12,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Thaddeus 
and  Ann  (Bross)  Munroe.  His  father  was  born  at 


Lexington,  Mass.,  and  was  of  Scotch  descent.  Ilis 
mother  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  and  was 
descended  from  German  ancestry.  Mr.  Munroe, 
Sr.,  resided  with  his  family  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pianos 
until  his  factory  was  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  of 
1837.  He  then  emigrated  to  Quincy,  Ill.,  where  he 
made  his  home  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Ilis  death 
occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  3’ears,  and  his 
wife  died  in  the  same  city  in  1870. 

John  left  his  parental  home  at  the  age  of  eight 
years,  and  came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  to  live  with 
his  sister,  Mrs.  Hunt,  wife  of  T.  G.  F.  Hunt,  one  of 
the  very  earliest  settlers  of  Muscatine,  and  who 
here  engaged  in  mercantile  business  for  many  years, 
but  now  resides  in  Illinois,  his  home  being  only  a 
few  miles  from  the  city  of  Quincy.  Our  subject 
was  educated  in  the  city  schools,  and  in  1855,  when 
fifteen  years  of  age,  began  clerking  in  the  drug 
store  of  Dr.  C.  O.  Waters,  where  he  spent  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  six  years.  In  September,  1861,  he  re¬ 
sponded  to  his  country’s  call  for  troops,  and  enlisted 
for  the  late  war  as  a  private  of  Company  II,  1 1th 
Iowa  Infantry.  On  the  5th  of  June,  1863,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  Second  Lieutenancy  of  Company 
B  of  the  same  regiment,  and  was  detailed  to  serve 
as  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  J.  B.  McPher¬ 
son,  commanding  the  17th  Army  Corps.  On  the 
25th  of  the  same  month  he  was  appointed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Lincoln  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  United 
States  Volunteers,  with  rank  of  Captain,  and  was 
assigned  to  duty  at  the  headquarters  of  the  17th 
Army  Corps.  In  the  month  of  November,  1863, 
our  subject  was  sent  to  Cairo,  Ill.,  as  Post  Adju¬ 


tant,  and  continued  on  duty  there  until  March, 
1864,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the  staff  of  Gen. 
McPherson,  then  commanding  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  accompanied  him  on  the  Atlanta 
campaign  until  the  General  was  killed,  July  22, 
1864.  Capt.  Munroe  continued  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  under  Gen.  John  A. 
Logan  and  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  until  Jan.  5,  1865, 
when  he  resigned  and  returned  home,  having  served 
three  years  and  four  months,  in  which  time  he  par¬ 
ticipated  in  many  hard-fought  battles  and  skir¬ 
mishes.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  siege 
and  battle  of  Corinth,  luka,  Holly  Springs,  the 
Vicksburg  and  Atlanta  campaigns,  and  escaped 
without  serious  injury. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  Capt.  Munroe  began 
the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon.  Thomas  Hanna,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Muscatine,  and  while  pur¬ 
suing  his  legal  studies  he  accepted  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Deputy  LTnited  States  Kevenue  Collector, 
and  served  during  the  years  1866  and  1867.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1867,  and  the  same  year 
was  elected  City  Recorder,  an  office  to  which  he  was 
re-elected,  and  which  he  held  four  years  in  succes¬ 
sion.  He  began  practice  in  Muscatine  in  1867. 
and  pursued  it  as  opportunity  offered  while  in  dis¬ 
charge  of  official  duty.  In  1871  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  served  two  years.  He  was  then  elected 
to  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  was  re¬ 
elected  and  served  five  terms,  which  period,  added 
to  his  service  as  Deputy,  gave  him  twelve  years  of 
service  in  that  office,  terminating  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1883.  Mr.  Munroe  then  went  to  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sash, 
doors  and  blinds,  but  finding  the  occupation  too 
confining  and  his  health  becoming  impaired,  he 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Muscatine.  In  August  of 
that  year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  T.  D.  Smith 
in  the  law  loan,  insurance  and  collection  business, 
which  connection  has  continued  for  five  years. 

At  Muscatine,  Iowa,  on  the  23d  of  December, 
1862,  while  home  on  a  furlough  during  his  service 
in  the  army,  Mr.  Munroe  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Addie  M.  Gordon,  who  was  born  in  this 
city,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  Gordon,  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Muscatine  County.  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Munroe  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Will¬ 
iam  G.,  the  eldest,  born  Aug.  30,  1864,  married 
Miss  Carrie  H.  Dolsen  in  1887,  and  is  in  business 
with  his  father;  Charles  F.,  born  March  14,  1867, 
died  Oct.  30,  1886,  aged  nineteen  years;  Frederick 
B.,  born  March  12,  1869,  is  employed  in  his  father’s 
office;  and  Agnes  K.,  born  Dec.  28,  1883. 

Mr.  Munroe  cast  his  first  vote  with  the  Repub¬ 
licans,  and  has  continued  to  support  the  policy  of 
that  party  continuously  since.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Muscatine  Lodge  No.  99,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  of  Shelby  Norman  Post  No.  231,  G-.  A.  R.  As 
a  citizen  he  stands  deservedly  high,  and  has  ever 
been  found  true  to  eveiy  trust,  both  public  and 
private.  His  military  record  is  such  as  to  entitle 
him  to  rank  as  a  gallant  and  patriotic  soldier,  who 
served  with  distinction  through  several  of  the 
hardest  fought  campaigns  of  the  late  war. 


•1 


iy/  OHN  LAFRENTZ,  a  general  farmer  and 
|  stock-raiser  residing  on  section  5,  Goshen 
i  Township,  was  born  on  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary,  1836,  in  Germany,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Sophia  (Hanson)  Lafrentz.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  the  mother  of  Denmark, 
and  to  them  were  born  four  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  of  the  others  yet  living,  Henry  is 
a  resident  of  Kansas  City;  Sophie,  the  wife  of  John 
Reyahl,  a  plasterer  by  trade,  is  living  in  West 
Liberty,  and  John,  of  this  sketch,  completes  the 
family.  In  1856  Henry  Lafrentz,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  children,  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic 
and  became  residents  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  where 
they  made  their  home  until  becoming  residents  of 
Muscatine  County.  Both  parents  were  devoted 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  mother 
died  in  West  Liberty,,  in  1876,  but  the  father  is 
still  living,  and  resides  in  that  town. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  his  native 
land,  previous  to  his  emigration  to  America,  and 
in  Germany  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  many  years.  In  Iowa  City  he 
continued  that  line  of  business  with  good  success. 
While  residing  in  that  city  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Anna  Lenaburg,  who  was  also  a  native 
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of  Germany,  and  July  13,  1859,  he  led  her  to  the 
marriage  altar.  By  their  union  a  family  of  nine 
children  have  been  born,  namely:  Henry,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Dakota;  Clara,  wife  of  William  Goraff, 
whose  home  is  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  John  M., 
who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Goshen 
Township;  Anna,  unmarried;  Lena,  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Sullivan,  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa; 
Mary  L.  died  when  eighteen  months  old;  Frederick, 
Charles  and  Dora,  who  are  jret  at  home. 

In  1857  Mr.  Lafrentz  removed  from  Iowa  City 
to  West  Liberty,  where  he  worked  for  a  short  time 
by  the  piece,  but  in  1858  opened  a  shoemaker’s 
shop  for  himself,  continuing  in  that  business  for 
fourteen  years.  Wishing  to  change  his  occupation, 
in  1870  he  sold  out  his  business  and  bought  a  farm 
of  110  acres  of  land  in  Cedar  County,  which  he 
placed  under  the  highest  state  of  cultivation,  and 
there  continued  to  reside  until  1887,  when  he 
traded  for  land  in  Goshen  Township.  His  home 
farm  contains  260  acres  of  arable  land,  and  alto¬ 
gether  he  owns  340  acres  of  land  in  this  countjq 
which  he  has  gained  by  his  own  efforts  of  industry 
and  perseverance.  During  his  residence  of  a  third 
of  a  century  in  Iowa,  Mr.  Lafrentz  has  never  re¬ 
gretted  his  removal  to  this  country,  and  no  native- 
born  citizen  is  more  loyal  than  he  to  his  adopted 
country.  He  casts  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  various  local  offices  of  trust.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are 
numbered  among  the  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Muscatine  County. 

Representing  that  large  class  of  frugal  citizens 
of  foreign  birth — the  German-American — the  por¬ 
traits  of  this  worthy  couple  are  well  entitled  to  a 
place  in  this  volume. 


RANKLIN  BARNES,  a  retired  farmer  re- 
siding  in  West  Liberty,  who  formerly  re- 
(11,  sided  on  section  17,  Wapsinonoc  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  born  in  1833. 
He  is  the  son  of  Enos  and  Charlotte  (Bagley) 
Barnes,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the 
latter  of  New- Hampshire,  born  of  English  descent. 
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The  father  was  an  enlisted  soldier  of  the  War  of 
1812,  but  never  entered  actively  into  service.  In 
1818  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Athens  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  developed  a  farm,  and  later  became 
a  resident  of  Knox  County,  that  State,  being  among 
its  pioneer  settlers.  By  trade  he  was  a  blacksmith, 
and  followed  that  occupation  in  connection  with 
farming.  Leaving  his  home  in  Ohio,  in  1839  Mr. 
Barnes  continued  his  journey  westward,  locating 
upon  a  farm  in  Wapsinonoc  Township,  Muscatine 
County.  The  previous  year  he  had  made  a  trip  to 
Iowa  and  located  his  land.  lie  purchased  consid¬ 
erable  land,  and  made  his  home  on  section  12, 
Wapsinonoc  Township,  where  he  passed  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1880,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years.  His 
wife  survived  him  a  short  time,  dying  in  1883, 
when  eighty- three  years  of  age.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  were  highly 
respected  people.'  Mr.  Barnes  took  great  interest 
in  church  work,  and  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
society  to  which  he  belonged.  In  his  political 
sentiments  he  was  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  in  after  life,  having  previous  to  the 
organization  of  that  party  cast  his  ballot  with  the 
Whigs.  Nine  children  were  born  of  his  union  with 
Charlotte  Bagiev,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
George,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-six 
years;  Lucy,  widow  of  Chester  Coleman,  resides  in 
Brandon,  Ohio;  Almon  is  engaged  in  farming  near 
Sulphur  Springs,  Iowa;  Amy  is  the  wife  of  Hon. 
Samuel  T.  Chesebro,  of  West  Liberty;  Simeon  A. 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Cedar  County, 
Iowa;  Gilbert  makes  his  home  at  Millersburg,  Iowa 
County;  Charles  is  a  resident  of  West  Liberty; 
Franklin,  of  this  sketch;  Diantha,  wife  of  J.  A. 
Givens,  is  a  resident  of  West  Liberty. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm, 
and  in  the  district  schools  of  this  county  received 
his  education.  In  18f)7  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  LaRue,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in 
Wayne  County,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Abi¬ 
gail  (Knight)  LaRue,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  though  the  former  was  of  French 
descent,  his  great-grandfather  being  a  native  of 
France.  To  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born 
live  children:  Thedora,  wife  of  Robert  C.  Wagner, 


of  Johnson  County,  Iowa;  Susie,  who  wedded 
George  Gibson,  is  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County; 
Fannie  L.,  a  music  teacher  residing  at  home;  Harry, 
who  is  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Nellie, 
who  resides  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  Barnes  made  his  first  purchase  of  land  in 
1857,  at  which  time  he  became  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  17,  Wapsinonoc  Township.  Since 
that  time  he  has  bought  285  acres  adjoining  his 
original  purchase,  120  acres  in  Cass  County,  Iowa, 
and  320  acres  near  Lincoln,  Neb.,  aggregating  in 
all  805  acres.  From  the  wild,  uncultivated  land 
which  he  first  purchased  Mr.  Barnes  has  developed 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  Muscatine  County,  a  com¬ 
modious  residence  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$3,000,  a  fine  barn  has  been  built,  worth  $2,000, 
and  the  other  out-buildings  are  models  of  conven¬ 
ience.  The  land  is  all  under  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation,  and  he  has  given  special  attention  to  the 
raising  of  hogs  and  horses.  In  the  month  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1889,  Mr.  Barnes  retired  from  active  life  and 
removed  to  the  town  of  West  Liberty,  where  he 
will  make  his  future  home.  Politically,  he  is  a 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  one  of 
the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  Wapsin¬ 
onoc  Township.  His  honorable,  upright  course  of 
life  since  becoming  a  resident  of  this  county  has 
won  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  business  or  social  relations  have  brought  him 
in  contact,  and  he  is  held  in  high  regard  through¬ 
out  the  community. 


EORGE  CHASE,  an  early  settler  of  Musca- 
lll  tine  County,  Iowa,  and  a  prominent  citizen 
of  West  Liberty,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  22,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Ne- 
herniah  and  Mary  (Scoby)  Chase,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New  York,  born  of  English  par¬ 
entage,  whose  history  can  be  traced  back  to  1630, 
when  the  family  landed  in  this  country.  Mr.  Chase 
was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and,  accompanied  bv 
his  wife  and  eight  children,  emigrated  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  in  1847,  locating  on  a  farm  ten 
miles  above  Muscatine.  This  continued  to  be  his 
home  for  nine  months,  when  he  removed  to  Wap- 
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sinonoc  Township,  there  purchasing  a  farm  of  700 
acres  lying  partly  in  Cedar  County,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  May, 
1883,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 
Ilis  wife  died  in  1886,  when  eighty-six  years  of 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Hannah,  now  the  wife  of  Alexander  Fulton,  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  of  West  Liberty;  Eliza,  who 
was  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Wright,  died  in  1863; 
William  S.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Cedar  County; 
Joseph,  who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in  the  same 
county;  George,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Benja- 
min,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Ord,  Neb.; 
James  T.,  who  was  killed  by  a  horse  in  the  spring 
of  1848,  when  fourteen  years  of  age;  Thomas  Iv., 
a  soldier  of  the  late  war,  and  a  citizen  of  West 
Liberty,  Iowa.  The  parents  were  both  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Chase  was  a  strong 
Abolitionist,  and  when  a  party  was  formed  having 
a  prospect  of  success,  that  in  its  platform  opposed 
that  institution,  he  joined  its  ranks,  and  continued 
to  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Republicans  until  his 
death.  In  early  life  he  had  voted  with  the  Whig- 
party.  Enterprising  and  progressive,  he  was  ever 
ready  to  take  a  step  in  advance,  and  always  exerted 
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era!  merchant  of  Humeston,  Wayne  Co.,  Iowa; 
Allie  R.,  wife  of  Elmer  Holdemere,  who  owns  and 
operates  a  creamery  at  Humeston,  Iowa;  Cora  M., 
who  wedded  James  Stoops,  a  general  merchant  of 
Humeston;  Frederick  G.,  a  dealer  in  lumber  and 
coal  at  the  same  place;  and  Amy  E.,  wife  of  Henry 
C.  Ady,  of  Cedar  County,  Iowa.  In  his  political 
sentiments  Mr.  Chase  is  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  has  been  honored  by  his  fellowr- 
citizens  with  several  local  offices,  has  served  as 
Township  Clerk,  and  has  held  the  position  of 
County  Supervisor  for  twyo  terms.  He  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  retired  life  in  West  Liberty,  where  he  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  many  warm  friends.  He  came  to 
Muscatine  County  in  the  earliest  days  of  its  his¬ 
tory,  when  the  Indians  had  not  yet  all  been  driven 
from  the  community,  when  many  of  the  new  thriv- 
insr  towns  were  unfounded  and  the  land  was  an  al- 
most  unbroken  prairie.  He  has  aided  in  the  rapid 
changes  and  in  the  transformation  which  has  placed 
Muscatine  County  in  the  foremost  ranks  in  the 
great  State  of  Iowa,  and  has  been  a  prominent  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  promotion  of  all  its  worthy  interests. 


his  influence  and  gave  liberally  of  his  means  for 
the  forwarding  of  all  social  or  moral  interests. 

Our  subject  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  this  county  with  his  parents,  and  for  forty- 
two  years  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
his  community.  He  w'as  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  county.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  as¬ 
sumed  the  management  of  a  farm  of  265  acres  of 
land  on  section  1,  Wapsinonoc  Township,  and  there 
he  made  his  home  for  forty  years,  being  principally 
engaged  in  raising  Short-horn  cattle.  Industrious, 
enterprising,  and  possessed  of  good  business  ability, 
he  was  quite  successful,  and  added  to  his  original 
farm  until  it  aggregated  388  acres. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1852,  the  marriage 
of  George  Chase  and  Miss  Emeline  Tyler,  a  native 
of  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  was  celebrated.  The 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Rachel  (Smith) 
Tyler,  the  former  born  in  the  Empire  State,  and  the 
latter  a  native  of  Vermont.  Five  children  have 
1  1  graced  their  union:  Millard  C.,  who  is  now  a  gen- 


UILLIAM  GORDON,  one  of  the  very  earliest 
settlers  of  Muscatine,  having  for  fifty-two 
Wy/  years  been  an  honored  citizen  of  that  city, 
is  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  was  born  in  the  parish 
of  Keith,  Bamffshire,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1812. 

He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Ogilvie)  Gor¬ 
don.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  descended  from 
the  dukes  of  Gordon,  of  Gordon  Castle,  and  on  his 
mother’s  side  he  is  descended  from  the  Ogilvies,  of 
the  Manse  of  Glengerrick,  who  were  a  distinguished 
Scottish  family.  “  Little  of  the  affluence  or  splen¬ 
dor  of  either  castle  or  manse  was  reflected  upon  the 
pathway  of  William  Gordon.  Neither  of  his  par¬ 
ents  were  in  the  direct  line  of  inheritance,  and 
their  children  were  early  taught  to  be  the  architects 
of  their  own  fortunes.”  Our  subject  was  accord¬ 
ingly  apprenticed  at  an  early  age  to  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  at  which  he  served  a  term  of  five  and  a  half 
years.  After  one  year  spent  in  working  as  a  jour¬ 
neyman,  he  emigrated  to  America,  being  then  in 
his  nineteenth  year.  He  sailed  from  his  native  ,  , 
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land  in  the  sailing-vessel  “Universe,”  for  New 
York.  The  ship  encountered  terrrific  gales,  was 
partially  dismasted,  and  was  driven  out  of  her 
course,  but  finally  made  the  port  of  Galveston, 
then  a  part  of  the  Mexican  Province  of  Texas. 
After  making  necessary  repairs  they  sailed  for 
New  York,  where  they  arrived  safely  after  a  tem- 
nestuous  winter  voyage  of  seven  weeks  and  three 
days,  during  which  time  the  crew  suffered  greatly 
from  hunger  and  thirst,  and  were  for  several  days 
in  danger  of  their  lives. 


On  his  arrival  in  New  York  William  sought  out 
James  Gordon  Bennett,  formerly  his  near  neighbor 
in  Scotland,  and  was  by  him  directed  to  the  shops 
of  Hon.  Richard  White,  where  he  secured  employ¬ 
ment.  In  the  course  of  his  work  he  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  the  well-known  Astor  House,  the  New 
Exchange  of  New  York,  and  the  magnificent  Cath¬ 
olic  Church,  of  Paterson,  N.  J.  In  the  summer  of 
1836  he  went  to  St.  Louis  with  his  uncle,  Adam 
Ogilvie,  where  they  met  friends  but  did  not  re¬ 
main.  They  pursued  their  course  up  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  on  the  10th  of  August  of  that  year 
landed  at  what  is  now  Muscatine,  but  was  then 
only  a  trading-post,  known  as  Bloomington.  Only 
twelve  white  people  were  then  residents  of  the 
town,  but  the  Indians  swarmed  here  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds.  Mr.  Gordon  and  his  uncle  located  at  this 
point,  the  former  being  the  first  carpenter  to  settle 
there.  He  at  once  engaged  in  building  a  town  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  rapidly  arriving  settlers. 
At  that  early  date  there  were  no  sawmills  in  the 
country,  and  consequently  no  lumber.  Material 
was  cut  from  forest  trees,  from  which  timber  was 
hewed,  clapboards  split  and  shaved,  and  floors  were 
made  of  split  slabs  hewn  down  to  a  surface.  Some 
of  the  buildings  which  were  erected  in  this  primi¬ 
tive  manner  are  still  standing, and  have  been  newly 
roofed  and  floored,  and  covered  with  sawed  clap¬ 
boards.  The  frames  were  so  strongly  made  that 
they  are  yet  as  strong  as  many  of  the  modern 
buildings.  The  first  building  erected  by  Mr.  Gor¬ 
don  was  the  Hotel  Kinney,  then  known  as  the  Kin¬ 
ney  House,  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  Mr. 
Wallace’s  business  house  on  F*’ont  street. 

In  the  celebrated  “Missouri  War,”  so  called, 
Mr.  Gordon  joined  Col.  Yanatta’s  force,  was  com¬ 


missioned  Lieutenant,  and  marched  to  Burlington, 
but  there  the  regiment  was  met  by  a  messenger 
bearing  the  news  that  a  treaty  of  peace  had  been 
signed  by  the  Hon.  Stephen  Whicher  and  other  of 
his  colleagues,  and  the  Missouri  Commissioners, 
and  the  war  was  over. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1840,  Mr.  Gordon  wed¬ 
ded  Miss  Eliza  H.  Magoon,  their  union  being  cele¬ 
brated  at  Bloomington.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Hannah  (Shaw)  Magoon,  was  born  in 
Palmer,  Mass.,  and  came  to  Bloomington  in  1839. 
Five  children  were  born  of  their  marriage,  one  son 
and  four  daughters:  William  A.,  who  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Company 
H,  11th  Iowa  Infantry,  was  severely  wounded 
April  6,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  after 
several  }rears  of  intense  suffering  died  on  the  8th  of 
July,  1866,  when  twenty-four  years  of  age;  Ade¬ 
laide  M.  is  the  wife  of  Capt.  John  II.  M unroe,  who 
was  Adjutant  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  McPherson  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  war ;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Martin  L. 
Mikesell,  the  present  Assistant  Postmaster  of  Mus¬ 
catine;  Agnes  S.,  who  married  William  M.  Kin- 
kade,  died  in  1885;  Clara  died  when  thirteen  years 
of  age. 

In  the  summer  of  1857  Capt.  Gordon  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Muscatine  County,  running  as  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  candidate,  and  was  elected  b}^  a  handsome  ma¬ 
jority  when  his  party  was  in  a  minority.  He  was  twice 
re-elected,  and  served  five  years  in  all.  He  was 
subsequently  elected  Assessor,  was  re-elected  and 
served  several  years,  giving  general  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Gordon  is  still  a  zealous  Democrat,  but  has 
long  been  out  of  politics.  His  principal  business 
up  to  1877  was  contracting  and  building,  and 
many  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  city,  both  pub¬ 
lic  and  private,  were  erected  under  his  supervision. 
Mr.  Gordon  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  improvements,  and  was  one  of  the  stock¬ 
holders  in  the  Muscatine  Western  Railroad. 

In  1872  our  subject  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  died  on  the  8th 
of  August  of  that  year.  In  1875  he  met  with  a 
serious  accident  while  standing  on  a  step  ladder 
nailing  some  mouldings  to  the  ceiling  of  the  hall 
in  a  house  he  was  finishing;  a  barrel  of  hot  unslaked 
lime,  fresh  from  the  kiln,  was  upset  above  him  and 
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fell  in  his  face,  which  nearly  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
his  eyesight,  and  induced  a  partial  paralysis  of  his 
right  side.  He  has  since  nearly  recovered  his 
health,  but  still  suffers  from  imperfect  vision.  Capo 
Gordon  adheres  to  the  religious  views  of  his  fore¬ 
fathers,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  1843,  by 
joining  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2,  of  Muscatine,  of  which 
he  soon  became  Master.  In  1852  he  took  the 
chapter  degrees  in  Washington  Chapter  No.  4,  R. 
A.  M.,  of  Muscatine,  and  in  February,  1855,  he, 
with  two  other  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  Washington 
Chapter,  visited  Chicago,  and  received  the  Red 
Cross  and  Templar  Knighthood  from  Apollo  Com- 
mandery  No.  1.  The  Acolade  was  conferred  by 
Sir  Knight  J.  4".  Z.  Blaney,  then  Eminent  Com¬ 
mander.  On  returning  to  Muscatine  Sir  Knight 
Gordon  helped  to  organize  DeMolay  Commander}- 
in  the  State  of  Iowa.  He  subsequently  filled  im¬ 
portant  offices  in  both  Chapter  and  Commandery. 

Our  subject,  although  in  his  seventy-fifth  year, 
and  having  suffered  so  severely  in  health  until  re¬ 
cently,  is  now  remarkably  hale  and  hearty,  and 
takes  more  active  exercise  than  many  a  young 
man.  In  a  review  of  the  history  of  Muscatine 
County,  our  subject  stands  out  in  bold  relief  as  a 
prominent  and  respected  representative  of  the  pio¬ 
neer  days  of  this  region. 

— 1 * - 

SAMUEL  WILUASIN,  deceased,  was  one  of 
the  early  and  prominent  citizens  of  Wilton 
Township,  Muscatine  County.  He  was 
born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  1,  1815, 
and  was  of  German  descent,  his  grandfather  having 
emigrated  from  Germany  to  this  country  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War,  when  only  eight  years  of 
age.  The  first  place  of  settlement  of  the  Wildasin 
family  was  in  York  County,  Pa.,  which  has  been 
the  home  of  the  succeeding  generations.  George 
Wildasin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  lived  and  died 
in  that  county.  He  was  the  father  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren  who  reached  maturity,  of  which  number  three 
daughters  and  two  sons  are  yet  living:  Jacob  M. 
and  John  M.  are  still  residents  of  York  County; 

- - 


Mary,  widow  of  Henry  S.  Giesler,  and  Catherine, 
reside  in  Wilton,  while  Harriet,  wife  of  Henry 
Horn,  is  living  in  Poweshiek  County,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  but  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  learned  the  trade  of  a  distiller, 
which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years,  yet  agri¬ 
culture  was  the  business  to  Avhicli  his  life  was 
principally  devoted.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Catherine  Menchey,  a  native  of  Carroll  County, 
Md.,  born  in  1814,  and  accompanied  by  his  brother 
Jacob,  came  to  Iowa  in  1848  to  view  the  country 
and  choose  a  location.  He,  however,  made  none 
at  that  time,  and  returned  home  the  same  season, 
but  his  brother  remained  in  Iowa  until  1850,  when 
he  went  overland  to  California,  where  lie  spent 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
his  native  State.  In  1850  Samuel  once  more  made 
a  journey  to  the  West,  this  time  being  accompanied 
by  his  family,  and  came  directly  to  Muscatine,  then 
known  as  Bloomington.  Six  miles  west  of  the 
city  he  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  remained  one 
year,  and  then  removed  to  Moscow  Township, 
where  the  succeeding  year  was  spent.  His  next 
place  of  residence  was  in  Wilton  Township,  where 
he  had  previously  entered  land  on  sections  7  and 
12,  a  tract  comprising  360  acres,  which  he  culti¬ 
vated  and  transformed  into  a  fine  farm.  In  1857, 
when  gold  was  discovered  at  Pike’s  Peak,  he  was 
possessed  of  a  desire  to  make  a  trip  to  the  gold 
fields,  and  formed  one  of  a  party  for  that  purpose, 
but  on  reaching  Ft.  Laramie,  and  hearing  unfavora¬ 
ble  reports  of  the  Peak,  he  resolved  to  return.  Be¬ 
fore  leaving  home  he  had  rented  his  farm  and 
removed  his  family  to  Wilton,  where  lie  continued 
to  reside  until  1859,  when  he  again  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  his  land  until  1880,  when  he  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life,  and  with  his  wife 
removed  to  Wilton,  leaving  liis  sons  to  manage  the 
farm. 

In  April,  1884,  Mr.  Wildasin  attended,  as  a  dele¬ 
gate,  the  Synod  of  his  church  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
and  from  there  went  to  York  County,  Pa-.,  where 
he  and  his  wife  visited  friends,  but  while  there  he 
died  very  suddenly,  his  death  occurring  May  19, 
1884,  being  caused  by  heart  disease.  He  was  one 
of  the  successful  men  of  Muscatine  County.  Com¬ 
ing  to  Iowa  in  limited  circumstances,  by  industry 
- - - *4; 
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and  good  management,  in  connection  with  a  nat¬ 
ural  increase  in  the  value  of  land,  he  became  one 
of  the  well-to-do  citizens.  lie  always  did  his  share 
toward  making  the  excellent  improvements  now 
found  in  the  township,  and  was  a  most  worthy 
citizen,  one  highly  esteemed  by  all.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Jackson  Democrat,  while  religiously,  he  and 
his  wife,  together  with  their  family,  were  members 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  took  a  deep  interest 
in  forwarding  and  aiding  in  its  cause,  and  was  one 
of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  At  his  death  he  left 
five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters:  George, 
the  eldest;  Louisa,  wife  of  Samuel Creitz,  of  Powe- 
sheik  County;  Amelia,  John  and  Henry.  The 
mother  of  this  family  is  still  living,  and  resides  at 
Wilton.  George  and  Henry  own  and  occupy  the 
homestead  farm,  each  being  the  possessor  of  200 
acres  of  fine  land. 

Henry  Wildasin  was  born  in  Wilton  Township, 
Oct.  20,  1855,  and  reared  to  manhood  in  the  home 
where  he  yet  resides.  His  primary  education  was 
received  at  the  common  schools,  and  supplemented 
by  a  course  at  the  Normal  School  at  Wilton.  He 
married  Miss  Susan  Stover,  a  daughter  of  Christian 
Stover,  of  York  County,  Pa.,  in  which  county  Mrs. 
Wildasin  was  born  April  20,  1854.  Her  father 
died  in  York  County,  Nov.  7, 1 887,  and  her  mother 
still  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple — Ida 
Belle  and  Hattie  Amelia.  Mr.  Wildasin  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  Wilton  Township,  and 
is  numbered  among  its  enterprising  and  progressive 
citizens.  He  is  Vice  President  of  the  Union  Bank 
at  Wilton,  and  is  prominent  in  the  promotion  of 
enterprises  for  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

George  Wildasin  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Dec. 
8,  1842,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Muscatine 
County  when  only  eight  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
soldier  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  having  en¬ 
listed  Sept.  15,  1862,  in  the  35th  Regiment  of  Iowa 
Volunteers,  with  which  he  served  until  after  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg  under  Gen.  Grant,  when  he  was 
placed  on  detached  duty,  acting  as  regimental 
teamster  until  July,  1863,  when  he  was  taken  sick 
while  on  a  foraging  expedition.  After  being  con¬ 
fined  in  the  hospital  for  two  weeks  he  secretly  re¬ 
turned  to  the  regiment,  but  being  taken  worse,  was 
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forced  to  return  to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained 
for  another  fortnight.  He  was  then  employed  in 
driving  an  ambulance  until  October  5,  when  he  was 
detailed  a  brigade  mail  carrier,  continuing  to  serve 
in  that  capacity  until  May,  1864,  when  he  returned 
to  the  regiment  and  took  part  in  all  the  battles  of 
the  Red  River  expedition,  following  the  fortunes 
of  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry  the  greater  part  of  the 
remaining  term  of  service,  though  he  suffered  from 
the  effects  of  a  sunstroke  received  toward  the  close 
of  the  war,  while  marching  on  Tupelo,  Miss.,  yet 
took  part  in  that  battle.  On  the  return  of  the 
regiment  to  Memphis,  Dr.  Cobb  refused  to  allow' 
him  to  accompany  the  regiment  farther,  yet  he  took 
part  in  the  battle  at  Nashville,  which  resulted  in 
the  destruction  of  Hood’s  arm}',  and  continued 
with  the  command  in  the  capacity  of  teamster  un¬ 
til  the  close  of  the  war. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1868,  George  Wildasin 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Lucy  E.  Stover,  a 
daughter  of  Christian  Stover,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  four  children — Emma  S.,  William  S., 
Samuel  S.  and  Frank  S.  He  is  a  member  of  He  nr}’ 
Sibert  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Wilton. 


^  EORGE  F.  SHAFNIT,  residing  on  section  5, 
(If  Moscow  Township,  was  born  in  Ilesse- 
^^41  Darmstadt,  Germany,  on  the  7th  day  of 
May,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Funk)  Shafnit.  On  the  18th  day  of  October, 
1851,  the  family  sailed  from  Havre,  France,  and  on 
December  1  landed  at  New  Orleans.  From  thence 
by  steamer  they  proceeded  up  the  Mississippi  until 
within  a  few  miles  of  St.  Louis,  when  the  vessel 
was  frozen  in  the  ice.  Mr.  Shafnit,  procuring  a 
wagon  of  a  farmer,  took  his  family  to  the  city, 
where  they  were  forced  to  remain  for  three  months, 
though  their  intention  had  been  to  go  to  Musca¬ 
tine,  where  they  had  relatives  living.  After  spend¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  winter  in  St.  Louis,  early 
in  April  they  were  enabled  to  resume  their  journey, 
and  at  length  arrived  at  their  destination,  after 
which  they  made  their  home  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Funk,  three  miles  from  Muscatine,  for  about  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  removed 


r 


,1 , 


1 

MUSCATINE  COUNTY.  441  ( 

to  Moscow  Township,  again  living  upon  a  farm 

In  1882  he  erected  a  fine  residence,  and  his  barns 

which  belonged  to  Mr.  Funk,  and  there  the  father 

and  out-buildings  are  of  a  like  substantial  character. 

departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  The 

He  has  now  retired  from  the  more  active  duties  of 

mother  died  in  Muscatine  several  years  later. 

farm  life,  but  gives  much  attention  to  stock-raising, 

The}'  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of 

making  a  specialty  of  several  breeds  of  fine  horses, 

whom  were  born  in  Germany,  the  seventh  was  born 

in  which  line  he  has  attained  to  much  success.  A 

at  sea  on  the  passage  of  the  family  to  America,  and 

poor  boy  on  beginning  his  struggles  with  the  world, 

the  eighth  and  youngest  was  born  in  Muscatine 

he  has  made  his  own  way  in  life,  accumulating  a 

County.  There  were  four  sons  in  the  family,  all 

comfortable  competence,  which  enables  him  and  his 

of  whom  are  living,  but  two  of  the  daughters  are 

estimable  wife  to  live  in  comparative  quiet  and 

deceased.  The  surviving  members  are :  George  F. ; 

ease  in  their  pleasant  home.  Since  attaining  his 

Jacob  J.,  who  resides  at  Muscatine,  and  is  the 

majority  Mr.  Shafnit  has  spent  almost  his  entire  life 

present  conductor  on  the  train  running  between 

in  Muscatine  County.  Socially,  lie  is  a  mem- 

that  city  and  Wilton;  William  Abraham  is  engaged 

her  of  the  A.  F.  A  A.  M.,  having  joined  that  or- 

in  farming  in  Washington  County,  Iowa;  Henry  is 

ganizatiou  on  Dec.  18,  1880,  becoming  a  member 

yardmaster  for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 

of  Wilton  Lodge  No.  167.  He  cast  his  first  Presi- 

Railroad  at  Muscatine;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  John 

dential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860,  since 

G.  Will,  of  Moscow  Township;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 

which  time  he  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  Repub- 

John  Apple,  a  carriage-maker  of  Muscatine.  Cath- 

lican  party.  Mr.  Shafnit  is  at  present,  in  con- 

erine  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  Cor- 

nection  with  his  stock-raising,  engaged  in  buying 

nelia  departed  this  life  in  childhood. 

grain  at  Moscow.  He  has  reared  two  of  his  sister- 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  his  father’s  family, 

in-law’s  children,  John  and  Emma  Kurz.  John  is 

and  with  his  parents  emigrated  to  America  in  1851, 

now  married  and  resides  at  West  Liberty,  and  is  in 

continuing  to  reside  with  them  until  after  the  death 

the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 

of  his  father.  The  same  year  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  and  continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm  of 
Mr.  Funk  for  several  years.  His  union  was  with 
Barbara  Will,  who  was  born  in  Moscow  Township, 
Oct.  8,  1840,  and  died  March  12,  1885.  By  their 
union  three  children  were  born:  George  and  Fred, 
who  are  yet  at  home;  and  Cornelia,  who  died  in 
infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr. 

Railroad  Company. 

ENRY  VINCENT  BODMANN,  one  of  the 
Jifjl)  early  settlers  of  Muscatine,  was  born  in 
Bernshausen,  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Feb. 

15,  1809,  and  in  his  native  land  learned  the 

Shafnit  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Matilda 

tailor’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years. 

Marolf,  a  daughter  of  Embert  Marolf.  Of  this 

lie  studied  at  Ilildesheim  and  Gottingen,  and  on 

union  one  child  has  been  born,  Harry,  born  Dee.  7, 

the  death  of  his  father  was  appointed  teacher  of  the 

1888. 

public  school.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 

In  1865  our  subject  abandoned  agricultural  pur- 

Miss  Regina  Baker,  and  in  1845  emigrated  to 

suits  and  removed  to  Muscatine,  where,  in  con- 

America,  landing  in  New  York  in  May  or  June  of 

nection  with  his  brother  Jacob  he  engaged  in  the 

that  year.  After  working  at  his  trade  of  tailor 

grocery  trade,  but  one  year  proved  sufficient  to 

there  for  about  one  year  he  moved  his  family  to 

satisfy  his  taste  in  this  direction,  and  he  sold  out. 

Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  and  then  came  to  Muscatine, 

Buying  a  farm  in  Rochester  Township,  Cedar 

then  called  Bloomington.  After  remaining  here  a 

County,  he  continued  its  cultivation  for  ten  years, 

short  time  he  returned  to  Elizabethtown,  where  he 

when  he  purchased  his  present  farm  on  section  5, 

was  taken  sick.  After  a  long  and  tedious  sickness 

Moscow  Township.  It  comprises  750  acres  of  fine 

he  recovered,  and  again  started  for  Muscatine, 

land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  many 

where  he  arrived  in  November,  1847.  The  follow- 

r  beautiful  and  useful  improvements  have  been  made. 

ing  winter  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left  \ 

' 
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hand  while  working  in  Bennett’s  pork  house.  He 
was  then  employed  as  weigher  in  Bennett’s  mill  for 
several  years,  and  while  thus  engaged  attended 
night  school  and  took  lessons  in  book-keeping, 
when,  becoming  well  versed  in  the  science,  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  business  to  within  a  few  years  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1881. 

Our  subject  was  twice  married.  By  his  union 
with  Miss  Baker  eight  children  were  born,  live  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  She  died  in  September, 
1856.  lie  subsequently  wedded  Miss  Christina 
Coles,  and  four  children  were  born  to  them,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  yet  living. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bodmann  was  a  Democrat,  and 
was  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  Mus¬ 
catine.  Ilis  death  was  sincerely  mourned  alike  by 
his  family  and  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


"jf?  A.  PARRY,  residing  on  section  21,  Goshen 
Township,  was  born  in  Newcastle  County, 


|  Del.,  in  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Ly- 
(^j)i )  dia  (Hollingsworth)  Parry,  who  were  also 
natives  of  that  State.  On  the  paternal  side  he 
is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  on  the  maternal  side  is  of 
English  origin.  When  he  was  a  small  lad  his  par¬ 
ents  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  and  later  became 
residents  of  Ohio,  removing  thence  to  Iowa  in 
1855,  the  whole  journey  from  Pennsylvania  to  this 
State  having  been  made  in  wagons.  In  September 
of  that  year  our  subject  and  his  family  crossed  the 
river  and  landed  in  Muscatine  County,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  and  immediately  began  the  im¬ 
provement  of  his  land.  He  still  resides  at  the  home 
then  purchased,  where  he  has  a  finely  developed 
farm.  In  1872  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
death  of  his  wife,  who  was  called  to  her  final  home 
in  February,  that  year,  when  seventy-two  years  of 
age. 


Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  this  county.  In  1872  he 
was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Miss  Lucinda,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Abrams)  Lyons,  the  former  a  native  of  Indiana, 
and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  The  lady  was  born  in  Fay¬ 


ette  County,  Ohio,  and  their  union  was  celebrated 
in  Muscatine  County,  Ioavu.  Her  father  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming  throughout  his  life,  and 
died  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  in  1855,  at  the  age 
of  forty-three  years.  After  the  death  of  her  hus¬ 
band  Mrs.  Lyons  came  to  Muscatine  County  in 
1856,  settling  in  Goshen  Township,  but  is  now  re¬ 
siding  in  Atalissa. 

After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  where  they  yet 
reside,  and  by.  their  union  two  children  have  been 
born — Carrie  M.  and  Harrison  C.  Mr.  Parry  car¬ 
ries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is 
the  owner  of  120  acres  of  fine  land  on  section  21, 
Goshen  Township,  which  is  highly  improved  and 
cultivated.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  casting  his  ballot  for  the  man  whom  he 
thinks  will  best  serve  the  country.  To  every  en¬ 
terprise  for  the  public  good  he  has  been  an  earnest 
supporter  and  a  willing  helper.  He  assisted  in  or¬ 
ganizing  the  school  districts  in  the  township,  and 
has  done  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  cause  of 
education.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ionic 
Lodge  No.  122,  A.  F.  <fc  A.  M.,  of  Atalissa,  in 
which  for  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  Junior 
Warden.  For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  Mr. 
Parry  has  been  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County,  has 
witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth,  and  has  aided 
largely  in  its  development,  lie  is  numbered  among 
the  progressive  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Goshen 
Township,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all. 


EV.  NICHOLAS  DUGGAN,  since  January, 
1875,  has  been  the  faithful  and  efficient  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  at  Wilton.  The 
first  mass  in  that  town  was  celebrated  in  the 
autumn  of  1857,  by  Rev.  Peter  Malm,  in  a  private 
residence  situated  at  the  eastern  terminus  of  Fourth 
street,  and  during  the  summer  of  1858  the  first 
church  was  planned  and  erected  by  that  gentleman. 
It  was  a  small  frame  building,  located  in  the  southern 
part  of  town,  and  from  that  time  until  1863  Rev. 
Malm  and  Rev.  Gmonds,  of  Iowa  City,  officiated 
as  pastors.  In  that  year  Rev.  Shannahan  was  lo¬ 
cated  at  Wilton  as  the  first  regular  pastor.  He 
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was  succeeded  by  the  Revs.  McGinnes,  Laurent 
and  Quigley,  and  during  the  pastorate  of  the 
latter  the  plans  for  the  present  brick  church  were 
matured,  and  the  foundation  laid  in  1867.  At  that 
time  Rev.  Quigley  was  superseded  by  Rev.  Walsh, 
who  was  followed  by  Rev.  P.  A.  McCabe,  under 
whom  the  church  was  sufficiently  completed  to  be 
used  for  services.  The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  James 
Welsh,  who  officiated  until  August,  1874,  during 
which  month  his  death  occurred  at  Davenport, 
caused  by  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  in  January, 
1875,  the  present  pastor  was  assigned  to  the  charge. 

Father  Duggan  was  born  in  County  Tipperary, 
Ireland,  in  1843.  Having  received  a  good  com¬ 
mon-school  education,  he  entered-  St.  Patrick’s  Col¬ 
lege,  in  his  native  county,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  there  remaining  until  he  was  twenty-six 
years  of  age.  He  was  ordained  at  Thurles,  in 
1873,  and  during  the  autumn  of  that  year  emi¬ 
grated  to  America,  going  directly  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  after  landing  in  this  country.  The  following 
spring  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Priest  at  Daven¬ 
port,  where  he  remained  for  ten  months,  coming 
from  thence  to  Wilton  in  the  latter  part  of  1874, 
and  assuming  his  duties  as  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church  the  following  January.  Under  his  admin¬ 
istration  the  church  has  flourished,  and  its  mem¬ 
bership  has  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the 
countj^. 

~ — — 

LEXANDER  ALLEN,  residing  on  section 
4,  Pike  Township,  and  a  pioneer  of  1851, 
is  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Muscatine 
County.  He  was  born  in  Switzerland 
County,  Ind.,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1822,  and  is  a 
son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Jackson)  Allen,  the 
former  of  English  ancestry,  and  the  latter  of  Ger¬ 
man  and  Irish  parentage.  The  father  was  born  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  April  11,  1800,  and  with 
his  father  removed  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  Later,  going  to  Swit¬ 
zerland  County,  Ind.,  Mr.  Allen  there  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  Elizabeth  Jackson,  who  afterward 
became  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  New  l'ork  in 
1805,  and  was  a  distant  relative  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son.  Twelve  children  were  born  of  their  union, 


six  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
man  and  womanhood  with  the  exception  of  one 
son,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Elizabeth,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  Sarah  became  the  wife 
of  Japhtha  Pickett,  but  is  now  deceased;  David 
died  about  the  year  1870;  James  M.  C.  yet  resides 
near  the  old  home  in  Indiana;  Joseph  departed 
this  life  at  the  age  of  twenty-six ;  Rosetta  wedded 
Jonas  Lee,  and  they  are  now  living  in  Switzerland 
County,  Ind.;  Alvira  is  the  widow  of  George 
Gleason  ;  Phoebe  is  the  wife  of  Columbus  Steepleton, 
of  Switzerland  County,  Ind.;  Moses  B.  is  also  a 
resident  of  that  county,  and  Georgia  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Ricketts.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  Aug  25,  1885,  while  the  father  died 
Oct.  7,  1888,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year. 

Alexander  Allen,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was - 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  he  has  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  farming.  Remaining 
under  th?;  parental  roof  until  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
he  was  then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  C. 
Bowman,  their  union  being  celebrated  on  the  7th 
of  March,  1844.  Mrs.  Allen  was  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  born  July  15,  1819,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Philip  and  Isabel  (Richardson)  Bowman.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  rented  a  farm  in 
Switzerland  County,  Ind.,  where  seven  happy  years 
were  passed,  but  in  1851  they  decided  to  cast  their 
lot  with  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Iowa.  Choosing 
Muscatine  County  as  the  scene  of  their  future  labors, 
Mr.  Allen  pre-empted  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec¬ 
tion  4,  Pike  Township,  and  upon  that  farm,  which 
for  over  a  third  of  a  centuiy  has  been  his  home,  he 
began  pioneer  life.  The  land  was  in  a  wild  state, 
no  improvement  had  been  made  and  not  a  rod  of 
fence  built,  but  the  work  of  cultivation  was  at  once 
begun,  and  from  the  unbroken  prairie  has  been  de¬ 
veloped  a  fine  farm.  Mr.  Allen  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  until  he  now  owns  150  acres  in 
the  home  farm,  110  of  which  is  under  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation. 

Seven  children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Allen.  David  M.,  who  is  now  a  carpenter 
and  builder  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Mary  B.,  wife  of 
Michael  Sheeley,  a  farmer  of  Webster  County, 
Neb.;  Julia  D.,  who  wedded  Ezra  M.  Wiker, a  car- 


penter  and  builder  residing  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. ; 
John  F.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Cowley 
County,  Kan.;  Elizabeth  M.,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  four  years;  Olive  B.,  wife  of  Byron  B.  White, 
a  carpenter  and  builder,  residing  in  Winfield,  Kan. ; 
and  llhoda  A.,  who  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  Cow¬ 
ley  County,  Kan.,  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
brother  John.  On  the  3d  of  February,  1888,  the 
mother  of  these  children  was  called  toiler  final  rest. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
•Church. 

For  thirty-seven  years  Mr.  Allen  has  been  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  Muscatine  County.  Com¬ 
ing  to  Iowa  in  limited  circumstances,  by  energy 
and  enterprise  he  has  gained  a  competence  and  is 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  comfortable  homes  in 
Pike  Township.  He  has  ever  aided  in  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  interests  of  the  community,  has 
given  liberally  of  his  means  to  the  upbuilding  of 
the  church,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  educational  interests  of  the  community. 
Though  never  having  sought  public  office,  he  has 
filled  several  positions  of  trust  in  the  township,  and 
has  been  solicited  to  fill  many  others  but  refused, 
much  preferring  the  quiet  of  home  life.  lie  has 
always  been  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  unswerving  in  his  allegance,  but  gives  to  all 
the  right  of  opinion.  His  honest,  upright  course 
of  life,  his  genial  manner  and  his  kindliness  of 
heart  have  won  him  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
community  and  made  for  him  many  warm  friends. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Allen  is  shown  upon  another 
page. 

- - 

SAMUEL  E.  1IALLOCK,  a  prominent  far¬ 
mer  and  pioneer  settler,  residing  on  section 
34,  Goshen  Township,  was  born  in  Suffolk 
County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  12th  of  Ma\r,  1834, 
and  is  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ann  (Edwards)  I  Ial- 
lock,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
I lis  father  was  a  sailor,  and  for  many  years  coasted 
along  the  eastern  shores  of  the  United  States  en¬ 
gaged  in  merchandising.  In  1837  the  family  came 
to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  settling  in  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  where  the  father  entered  a  claim,  which 
i  r  he  immediately  began  to  improve  and  cultivate. 


Ilis  mother  was  only  permitted  to  enjoy  her 
new  home  for  a  short  time,  being  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  the  winter  of  1840.  Soon  afterward 
his  father  removed  to  Muscatine,  and  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  County  Clerk,  which  he  held  two 
terms,  serving  with  ability.  He  then  returned  to 
Goshen  Township,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1874.  lie  took  quite  an  active  part  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  was  one  of  the 
prominent  and  influential  citizens  of  the  county. 

In  1837,  when  but  three  years  of  age,  our  sub¬ 
ject  came  with  his  parents  to  Muscatine  County, 
where  he  has  resided  almost  continuously  since. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
in  1857  left  the  parental  roof,  being  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  on  the  18th  of  January  with  Miss  Lucinda 
Miller,  their  union  being  celebrated  in  Muscatine. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  B.  and  Susanna  (Lowry)  Miller, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  State.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  1854, 
following  the  tide  of  human  emigration  westward, 
landed  in  Goshen  Township  and  located  upon  the 
farm  where  our  subject  now  resides.  Ilis  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1873,  and  Mrs.  Miller  died  in  October, 
1887,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Ilallock  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Goshen  Township  until  December,  1858, 
when  he  removed  tp  Johnson  County,  Neb.,  where 
lie  followed  the  same  avocation  until  1862.  His 
patriotic  nature  being  aroused,  he  responded  to  his 
country’s  call  for  troops,  and  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Omaha  City  in  the  month  of  October. 
He  wras  then  ordered  to  Northern  Dakota,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  warfare  with  the  Indians  for  four¬ 
teen  months,  after  which  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  at  Omaha,  in  January,  1863.  Returning 
to  his  farm  in  Johnson  County,  Neb.,  he  there  re¬ 
mained  until  the  following  winter,  when  he  re¬ 
solved  to  return  to  his  old  home,  and  since  that 
time  has  engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmitliing  in 
this  county.  In  his  political  sentiments  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  Charles  Michener  Post  No.  362,  G.  A. 
R.,  of  Atalissa.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
Goshen  Township,  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 


school  districts,  and  has  always  done  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community. 
For  over  half  a  century  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  Muscatine  County.  In  the 
early  days  he  endured  the  trials  and  hardships  in¬ 
cident  to  pioneer  life,  living  in  a  rude  log  cabin, 
going  many  miles  to  market,  and  clearing  the  land 
with  rude  machinery.  The  meal  was  often  ground 
in  a  coffee-mill,  and  other  inconveniences  of  which 
the  present  generation  would  never  dream  were 
the  common  lot  of  the  earl}-  settlers.  As  time  ad¬ 
vanced  and  the  country  became  more  settled,  im¬ 
provements  were  rapidly  made,  the  wild  land  was 
transformed  into  rich  and  beautiful  farms,  churches 
and  school-houses  were  built,  and  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages  sprang  into  existence,  but  to  the  pioneers  who 
bore  the  hard  labor  of  development  Muscatine 
County  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  will  never 
be  repaid. 

- - — - — - - 


*r 


LEXANDER  R.  LEITH,  M.  D.,  of  Wilton, 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Iowa.  In  1 839  his  father,  John 
P.  Leith,  wbo  was  a  native  of  Leith,  Scot¬ 
land,  and  who  came  to  America  in  an  early  day, 
settled  in  Cedar  Count}'.  He  was  there  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Boydston,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
that  community  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  assisted 
in  erecting  what  was  known  as  the  Whittles}'  saw¬ 
mill,  which  he  operated  for  a  considerable  time. 
John  P.  Leith  was  a  plain,  upright,  honest  citizen. 
He  possessed  the  characteristics  of  a  genuine  Scotch¬ 
man,  was  outspoken  and  decided  in  his  view’s  of 
right  and  w'rong,  and  was  respected  by  all  for  his 
sterling  character  and  honesty  of  purpose.  He  died 
in  1865,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  two  years 
previously.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
five  of  whom  died  prior  to  the  death  of  the  parents. 
The  surviving  members  are:  Mary,  w'ho  wedded 
Ephraim  Bowman,  and  now  resides  at  Cromwell, 
Union  Co.,  Iowa;  John  P.,  who  is  living  in  Chase 
County,  Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  stock-raising; 
Dr.  Alexander  R.,  of  this  sketch;  Maggie,  wife  of 
Lyman  Walterman,  a  real-estate  dealer  of  Omaha, 


Neb.;  and  George,  wdio  is  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  at  Creston,  Iow'a. 

Dr.  Leith  wTas  born  in  Sugar  Creek  Township, 
Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  June  28,  1856,  and  resided  upon 
his  father’s  farm  until  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when 
he  entered  the  Norton  Academy,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  about  one  year.  The  succeeding  year  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching,  after  which  he  became  a  student 
of  the  Eastern  Iowa  Normal  School, completing  the 
commercial  course  in  that  institution.  For  some 
time  he  was  then  engaged  in  the  drug-store  of  Dr. 
William  Ross,  but  left  that  employ  in  order  to  study 
medicine  with  Dr.  G.  O.  Morgridge.  of  Muscatine. 

He  attended  lectures  at  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Iowa  State  University,  from  which  he  waS  gradu¬ 
ated  in  March,  1882,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Wilton. 

In  September,  1880,  Dr.  Leith  led  to  the  mar¬ 
riage  altar  Miss  Louisa  Parks,  daughter  of  George 
Parks,  one  of  the  promineut  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County.  By  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple  two 
children  have  been  born,  George  Guyford  and  Wal¬ 
ter.  Although  a  young  man,  the  Doctor  is  already 
taking  a  leading  position  among  the  medical  men 
of  Muscatine  County,  and  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  County  Society  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  now  holds  the  position  of  Assistant  Demon¬ 
strator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Iowa  State  University. 

|  C.  DICKERSON,  a  representative  farmer, 
residing  on  section  4,  Goshen  Township, 
was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  in  1845, 
and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Barkalow) 
Dickerson,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  had  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  of  which 
our  subject  wras  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  and 
those  yet  living  are:  James,  who  is  married,  and  is 
a  resident  of  this  county;  Isaac  is  married,  and  re-  ! 
sides  on  the  home  farm ;  Catherine,  widow  of  John 
McIntosh,  is  a  l’esident  of  Goshen  Township; 
Louisa,  now  Mrs.  McElravy,  is  living  in  Butler 
County,  Neb.;  Amy,  now  Mrs.  Long,  resides  near 
Tipton,  Cedar  County;  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Lewis, 
is  living  in  Goshen  Township;  Eli,  who  enlisted  in  <  > 
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the  97th  Ohio  Infantry,  died  from  sickness  con¬ 
tracted  while  in  the  service.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  emigrated 
to  Ohio  in  1846,  settling  in  Coshocton  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  emigration 
to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  in  1865.  He  still  re¬ 
sides  on  the  farm  in  Goshen  Township,  which  he 
then  purchased,  and  is  numbered  among  the  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  the  county.  lie  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  has  been 
an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  since 
its  organization.  In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig,  and 
in  1836  and  1840  voted  for  William  Henry  Harri¬ 
son. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio.  In 
1865  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  com¬ 
menced  farming  for  himself  in  Goshen  Township, 
having  followed  that  occupation  continuously 
since.  In  1873  he  was  united  in  marriage  witli 
Sarah  Worrall,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Worrall,  who  was  also  born  in  the  Ruck- 
eye  State.  Her  father  engaged  in  farming  in  Ohio 
until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  and  again  followed  that  line  of  work  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1875,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  His  excellent  wife  still  sur¬ 
vives  him,  and  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 
The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
the  farm  which  still  continues  to  be  their  home, 
and  there  two  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
Laura  and  Myrtle,  who  are  now  attending  school. 

In  1878  Mr.  Dickerson  purchased  a  farm  com¬ 
prising  120  acres  of  improved  land,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  lie  has 
erected  a  good  barn,  made  many  other  improve¬ 
ments,  and  is  one  of  the  progressive  and  leading 
farmers  of  the  community,  lie  gives  some  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  raising  of  stock  of  good  grades,  and 
everything  about  his  place  testifies  to  the  fact  that 
he  is  a  man  of  thrift  and  enterprise.  He  takes  an 
active  part  in  political  affairs,  supporting  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  by  his  ballot,  but  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  school 
districts  of  his  township,  has  served  on  the  School 
Board,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  introduce  and 
cultivate  better  educational  advantages.  His  home 


is  pleasantly  situated  about  two  and  one-half  miles 
from  Atalissa,  and  three  and  one-half  miles  from 
West  Liberty,  and  in  the  community  where  he  re¬ 
sides  he  is  numbered  among  its  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizens. 


BOYLE,  one  of  the  settlers  of  Muscatine 
M  County,  residing  on  section  17,  Goshen 
c.4m\\  Township,  was  born  in  Chester  County, 
^f|Pa.,  on  the  29tli  day  of  February,  1820. 
He  Was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  six  children  born  to 
Samuel  and  Mary  Ann  (Wickersham)  Boyle.  On 
the  paternal  side  the  family  is  of  Irish  descent, 
while  the  history  of  the  Wickershams  can  be  traced 
back  to  the  time  when  its  ancestors  came  to  this 
country  in  company  with  William  Penn.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter  l>3r  trade,  and 
followed  that  occupation  in  his  earlier  years,  but 
in  later  life  engaged  in  farming  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1822.  1 1  is  wife,  who 

was  a  most  estimable  lady,  was  called  to  her  final 
home  nine  years  later. 

In  the  subscription  schools  of  Pennsylvania  our 
subject  was  educated.  In  his  young  days  he 
learned  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  for  several  years,  but  during  much  of  his 
life  has  pursued  the  occupation  of  farming.  In 
1843  he  removed  to  Ohio,  working  at  his  trade  in 
several  counties  in  that  State,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1856  came  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder  for  a 
fewyears.  In  1872  1m  purchased  an  improved  farm 
of  160  acres,  which  he  now  has  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  in  connection  with  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  land  engages  in  stock-raising,  his  cat¬ 
tle  being  of  the  Short-horn  breed,  and  his  horses 
also  of  a  good  grade. 

In  1855,  while  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Boyle  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Phu'be  II. 
Parry,  who  was  born  on  the  historic  battle-field  of 
Brandywine,  Del.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Lydia  K.  (Hollingsworth)  Parry,  who  were  also  na¬ 
tives  of  Delaware.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  and 
emigrated  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  in  1855, 
locating  in  Goshen  Township,  where  he  is  yet  liv 
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ing.  Ilis  wife  was  called  to  lier  final  rest  many 
years  ago.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyle 
nine  children  have  been  born,  eight  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Fremont,  a  residentof  Greeley  County, 
Kan.,  is  the  present  County  Recorder;  Pris¬ 
cilla,  who  married  Conrad  Alteliaus,  and  resides  in 
Muscatine;  Emma;  David,  residing  in  Muscatine; 
Milton,  Etta,  Florence,  Harry,  and  Rachel,  who 
died  when  nine  months  old. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Boyle  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Goshen  Township,  and  has  alwa^ys  assisted 
in  every  enterprise  for  the  good  of  the  community. 
He  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  development  of 
the  county,  to  which  he  came  when  the  settlements 
were  so  few  that  deer,  turkeys  and  other  wild  game 
abounded,  having  not  yet  been  driven  from  their 
native  haunts  by  the  white  man.  He  is  held  in 
high  esteem  b}r  all  who  know  him,  and  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Goshen  Township. 

-  — 

OL.  G.  W.  KINCAID,  deceased,  was  num¬ 
bered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County  of  1839.  He  was  born  in 
West  Union,  Adams  Co.,  Ohio,  April  24,  1812,  and 
was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Hanna)  Kin¬ 
caid,  whose  family  numbered  four  daughters  and 
four  sons,  namely:  William  M.,  John,  Harriet 
Amanda,  G.  W.,  Maria,  Almira  J.,  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son  and  Mary  Ann. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  days  in  the  log 
school-houses  of  his  native  State.  He  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  twei^-seven  years  of 
age,  when  he  left  his  native  State  and  removed  to 
Tippecanoe  Count}',  Ind.,  spending  one  year  near 
the  famous  battle-grounds,  engaged  in  building 
bridges,  working  on  public  roads,  etc.  In  1839  he 
first  came  to  Iowa,  and  entered  land  in  Seventy- 
Six  Township,  where  he  made  his  home  until  the 
spring  of  1849.  At  that  time  he  removed  to  the 
farm  in  Bloomington  Township,  which  at  his  death 
comprised  500  acres,  and  is  still  the  property  of 
his  widow.  He  was  married  on  the  18th  day  of 
January,  1838,  his  union  being  'with  Miss  Levisa 


Steenbergen,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Levisa 
(Lucas)  Steenbergen.  Her  mother  was  a  sister  of 
Gov.  Lucas,  Iowa’s  first  Governor.  That  gentleman 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  but  removed  to  Ohio 
prior  to  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  served  as  a 
Brigadier  General.  He  was  twice  elected  Governor 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  there  resided  until  1838, 
when  he  continued  his  journey  westward  to  what 
is  now  Iowa.  After  its  organization  as  a  Territory 
he  received  the  appointment  as  its  Governor,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  dispute  and  trouble 
which  occurred  between  Missouri  and  this  State, 
thereby  earning  the  title  of  “the  fighting  Gov¬ 
ernor.”  He  was  living  in  Iowa  City  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  some  years  ago. 

The .  parents  of  Mrs.  Kincaid,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steenbergen,  were  natives  of  Virginia,  but  emi¬ 
grated  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day,  and  in  that  State 
the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
frequently  driving  his  cattle  over  the  mountains  to 
Baltimore.  His  death  occurred  in  the  Buckeye 
State  in  1824,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  forty- 
one  years  later,  her  death  occurring  in  1865,  about 
the  time  of  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were  as  follows:  Elizabeth  married  George 
Porter,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  died  in  Muscatine, 
in  January,  1867,  and  to  them  were  born  six  chil¬ 
dren;  Rebecca  S.  became  the  wife  of  William  II. 
Miller,  and  to  them  were  born  three  sons  and  three 
daughters;  her  death  occurred  in  1880,  and  he 
died  in  1885.  Mary  B.,  who  married  H.  Q.  Jami¬ 
son,  a  native  of  Vermont,  by  whom  she  had  four 
children,  died  in  1885,  in  Colorado,  where  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death  also  occurred;  Susan  died  in  Ohio,  in 
infancy;  Joanna  L.  is  the  wife  of  David  R.  War- 
held,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
work. 

Mrs.  Kincaid  was  the  youngest  of  that  family, 
and  was  born  in  November,  1819,  in  Pike  County, 
Ohio.  She  received  the  best  educational  advan¬ 
tages  to  be  secured  during  those  early  days,  and  she 
is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Muscatine.  In  1838,  as  before  stated, 
she  became  the  Avife  of  Mr.  Kincaid,  and  by  their 
union  five  children  were  born:  Joanna  E.,  born 
in  February,  1839,  married  George  D.  Magoon, 
whose  sketch  is  found  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
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Margaret  L.,  born  in  September,  1842,  is  the  wife 
of  J.  A.  Bishop,  a  grocer  of  Muscatine,  and  their 
union  lias  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  one  daugh¬ 
ter;  Charles  S.,  born  in  November,  1843,  married 
Miss  Rebecca  Ilaywood,  of  St.  Louis,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Ilaywood,  a  native  of  England,  and  they 
have  eight  children,  five  boys  and  three  girls;  he 
resides  on  the  home  farm  in  Bloomington  Town¬ 
ship.  William  M.,  born  Jan.  24,  1846,  married  Ag¬ 
nes  Gordon,  a  daughter  of  William  Gordon,  but 
in  1885  her  death  occurred,  leaving  two  children; 
Warren  E.,  who  was  born  in  June,  1861,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Shelden,  of  Fairbury, 
Neb.,  and  is  a  resident  of  Cheyenne  County,  Kan. 

Mr.  Kincaid  was  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
this  county,  and  during  his  life  was  numbered 
among  its  prominent  and  leading  citizens.  Ilis  oc¬ 
cupation  was  that  of  farming,  and  his  business 
interests  were  great,  yet  be  found  time  to  de¬ 
vote  to  the  interests  of  others.  When  the  war 
broke  out,  although  too  old  to  enter  the  regular 
service,  he  obtained  permission  from  the  Governor 
to  organize  a  regiment  of  old  men,  which  he  did, 
the  regiment  being  the  famous  37th  Gray  beard. 
This  band  of  loyal  men,  although  they  could  not 
fight  upon  the  field,  did  effective  service  on  guard 
duty.  Mr.  Kincaid  was  their  chosen  leader,  and 
was  commissioned  Colonel  in  1862.  They  were  first 
stationed  at  St.  Louis,  but  after  some  time  they 
were  ordered  to  Alton,  Ill.,  where  they  remained 
until  February,  1863,  were  then  stationed  at  Rock 
Island  until  June,  after  which  they  did  duty  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.  While  there  they  were  engaged 
in  a  fierce  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  who  was  trying 
to  capture  the  fort.  Leaving  Memphis  they  were 
stationed  at  Cincinnati,  and  in  that  city  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  May,  1865,  Col. 
Kincaid  returned  to  his  home  and  resumed  his  life 
occupation.  lie  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Kirkwood 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Asylum  at  ML 
Pleasant,  at  the  time  of  its  construction,  and  served 
for  several  years  after  it  was  built.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Old  Settlers’  Society,  and  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  one 
who  always  stood  firm  in  defense  of  its  principles. 
For  two  years  he  served  as  a  Commissioner  of  the 
school  fund.  He  was  an  earnest  worker  for  the 


temperance  cause,  did  all  in  his  power  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  community,  and  was  ever  ready 
to  lend  a  helping  hand.  Ilis  death  occurred  Oct. 
19,  1876,  at  his  home  in  Bloomington  Township, 
and  his  remains  were  buried  in  Muscatine  Cemetery. 
Thus  ended  the  life  of  one  of  Iowa’s  noble  pioneers 
and  citizens. 


S.  MARSH  is  a  representative  farmer  re¬ 
siding  on  section  3,  Sweetland  Township. 
He  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
Dec.  3,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Lathrop  and 
Eliza  (Sheffield)  Marsh.  He  remained  in  bis  na¬ 
tive  county  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and 
there  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  joiner. 
Mastering  the  trade,  he  then  spent  seven  years  work¬ 
ing  as  a  journeyman,  and  in  1837  went  to  Thorn- 
town,  Boone  Co.,  Ind.  While  residing  in  that  city 
he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Melvina  Davis, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Hannah  Davis,  and  their 
marriage  was  later  celebrated.  He  followed  his 
trade  in  Thorntown  for  about  three  years,  and  then 
removed  to  LeClaire,  Scott  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he 
erected  many  of  the  principal  buildings.  He  built 
the  first  open  front  business  house  in  that  city,  and 
received  a  liberal  share  of  the  public  patronage,  as 
his  work  gave  universal  satisfaction.  Ilis  last  re¬ 
moval  was  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he  perma¬ 
nently  located,  and  for  eighteen  years  has  resided 
at  liis  present  home  in  Sweetland  Township.  He 
has  always  been  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
county,  and  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens 
with  several  offices  of  trust.  He  served  as  Assessor 
of  Montpelier  Township  in  1858  and  1859,  and  was 
Treasurer  of  the  school  funds  of  Montpelier  Town¬ 
ship  for  three  years.  He  has  always  taken  great 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  first  school  under  the  existing  laws 
at  No.  4,  Montpelier  Township,  and  has  always  been 
a  man  of  progressive  ideas. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh  eight  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Hannah  E.,  who  was  born  Feb.  5,  1851;  Harriet  E. 
born  Oct.  19,  1852,  and  is  now  deceased ;  James  J., 
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born  Jan.  24,  1855;  Louisa  E.,  deceased,  born  June 
7,  1857;  Mary  W.,  born  Jan.  15,  1861,  also  de¬ 
ceased;  Mary  Alice,  born  Aug.  9,  1864,  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  Etnmack,  a  resident  farmer  of  Jasper 
County,  Iowa;  Zilpha  S.,  born  March  10, 1868,  and 
Arthur  M.,  March  25,  1871,  are  yet  residing  with 
their  parents. 


iTW  ON.  J.  J.  -RUSSELL,  Postmaster  at  Musca- 
|  tine,  Iowa,  and  a  leading  attorney  at  that 
city,  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was  born 
at  Sag  Harbor,  on  Long  Island,  Jan.  26, 
1854,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Boyle) 
Russell.  When  he  was  but  three  years  old  his 
parents  removed  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he 
attended  the  city  schools  until  1865,  when  the 
family  removed  to  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Wil¬ 
ton,  Muscatine  County.  The  youth  and  early 
manhood  of  our  subject  were  passed  on  the  farm, 
he  being  employed  at  farm  labor  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  season,  and  attending  the  country  schools  in 
the  winter  time.  Not  satisfied  with  this  limited 
education,  he  pursued  his  studies  out  of  school 
during  his  leisure  time,  and  in  1872  entered  upon 
a  course  of  study  at  Wilton  Collegiate  Institute. 
After  two  years  spent  at  Wilton  in  close  and  suc¬ 
cessful  study,  he  engaged  in  teaching  school,  in 
which  occupation  he  was  employed  during  three 
school  terms.  Having  by  his  own  unaided  efforts 
and  industrious  study  acquired  a  fair  collegiate 
education,  he  chose  the  law  as  a  profession,  and 
became  a  student  of  the  law  department  of  the 
State  University  at  Iowa  City,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  honors  in  the  class  of  ’78.  He  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Musca¬ 
tine,  by  forming  a  law  partnership  with  Judge  J. 
Scott  Richman  and  W.  D.  Burke,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Richman,  Burke  &  Russell.  Possessed 
of  that  essential  element’ of  success,  the  habit  of 
applying  himself  with  energy  to  whatever  was 
the  duty  of  the  hour,  supported  by  good  ability 
and  studious  habits,  Mr.  Russell  rapidly  rose  in 
his  profession  until  he  acquired  a  prominent  place 
at  the  bar.  He  was  four  times  elected  City  Attor- 
,  r  ney,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  oflfice  with 
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ability  and  fidelity.  By  instinct  and  education  he 
was  a  thorough  Democrat,  and  being  gifted  with 
oratorical  powers  of  a  high  order,  he  soon  became 
prominent  in  campaign  work.  The  elections  in 
Muscatine  County  had  invariably  returned  Repub¬ 
lican  Representatives  to  the  Legislature  for  many 
successive  years,  but  some  sanguine  Democrats 
were  hopeful  of  reversing  that  order  of  things,  and 
of  sending  a  Democrat  to  the  General  Assembly. 
By  common  consent  young  Russell  was  chosen  to 
lead  the  forlorn  hope.  He  accepted  the  nomina¬ 
tion,  and  went  into  the  fight  to  win.  The  Repub¬ 
licans,  appreciating  the  fact  that  they  had  a  popular 
and  able  man  to  oppose,  nominated  as  Mr.  Russell’s 
opponent  a  gentleman  of  age  anil  experience,  the 
Hon.  R.  M.  Burnett,  whose  former  successes  in  the 
political  field  gave  him  prestige  with  the  people. 
The  election  was  hotly  and  ably  contested.  The 
Republican  nominee  having  issued  a  challenge  to 
his  young  opponent  to  a  joint  debate,  fifteen  joint 
discussions  were  held  between  the  opposing  candi¬ 
dates.  Mr.  Russell  displayed  rare  abilitv,  courage 
and  manliness  during  these  discussions  that  won 
for  him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  fair-minded 
Republicans,  and  he  came  out  of  the  fight  a  victor. 
He  entered  the  Legislature  in  January,  1884,  for 
the  term  of  1884  and  1885,  the  youngest  man,  with 
one  exception,  in  that  body,  being  under  thirty- 
years  of  age.  He  was  assigned  to  the  following 
standing  committees:  Judiciary;  Private  Corpora¬ 
tions  and  Judicial  Districts,  on  which  he  worked 
with  his  customary  energy  and  ability,  and  was  rec¬ 
ognized  as  a  useful  and  able  member.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  we  quote  from  the  Iowa  Review ,  an 
independent  political  journal  of  Des  Moines.  In 
closing  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  Russell,  it 
says:  “Always  a  close  student,  as  well  as  a  logical 
and  eloquent  speaker,  he  has  won  high  honors  on 
the  floor  of  the  House,  and  has  taken  a  leading  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  discussion  of  all  questions  of  importance 
coming  up  for  discussion  and  action.  Courteous 
and  gentlemanly  toward  all,  though  never  hesitat¬ 
ing  in  discharging  his  whole  duty,  however  disa¬ 
greeable  this  at  times  may  be,  he  has  added  to  the 
number  of  his  friends  and  to  the  reputation  which 
had  preceded  his  appearance  in  the  Legislature. 
Making  so  excellent  a  start  in  public  life,  the 
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friends  who  know  him  have  no  fears  for  his  future 
career.  He  has  the  native  strength  and  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  knowledge  to  sustain  himself  with  honor 
in  an}'  position  the  future  may  have  in  store  for 
him.”  Mr.  Russell  resigned  the  office  of  City 
Attorney  to  accept  the  appointment  of  Postmaster 
at  Muscatine,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1886,  which  ap¬ 
pointment  was  tendered  him  by  President  Cleve¬ 
land.  At  the  same  time  he  retired  from  the  law 
firm  of  Richman,  Burke  &  Russell,  since  which 
time  he  has  carried  on  the  practice  of  his  profession 
alone  with  marked  success. 

January  12,  1876,  at  Muscatine,  Mr.  Russell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nellie  Kane,  a  native 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  four  sons  and  a  daughter — John,  James, 
Edward,  William  J.  and  Nellie,  all  born  at  Musca¬ 
tine.  Mr.  Russell  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
political  matters  for  many  years.  He  has  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  Muscatine  County  Democratic 
Committee  three  'years,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Democratic  Congressional  Committee  of  his 
district  for  four  years.  His  legal  business  is  rap¬ 
idly  increasing  in  volume  and  importance,  and  his 
reputation  as  a  lawyer  has  been  built  on  a  safe 
foundation  of  ability,  close  application  and  unswerv¬ 
ing  integrity.  His  administration  of  the  post-office 
has  been  efficient,  and  he  has  exercised  good  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  employment  of  a  competent,  faithful 
and  courteous  corps  of  assistants. 

• 

LEXANDER  HINES,  a  retired  farmer  re¬ 
siding  in  Atalissa,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Al¬ 
legheny  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1815,  and 
was  the  second  in  a  family  of  four  children 
born  to  Daniel  and  Mary  (Alexander)  Hines,  the 
former  a  native  of  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  the 
latter  of  New  Jersey.  Daniel  Hines  left  his  native 
land,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  settled  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  he  was  afterward  married  and  there 
engaged  inweaving.  In  connection  with  that  line 
of  work  he  also  carried  on  farming,  and  subse¬ 
quently  removed  to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  locating 
near  Wooster,  where  his  death  occurred  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1845,  caused  by  a  cancer.  After  the  death  of 


her  husband  Mrs.  Hines  removed  to  Iowa  City, 
Iowa,  in  1846,  there  residing  until  she  too  passed 
to  her  reward. 

The  days  of  bis  early  life  our  subject  spent  upon 
a  farm,  and  he  afterward  followed  that  occupation 
for  a  livelihood,  but  later  engaged  in  the  brewery 
business.  On  the  29th  of  October,  1835,  while  re¬ 
siding  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  he  was  united  in 
the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss  Mary 
Boydston,  who  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Civilla  (Hoover) 
Boydston,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  but  who 
emigrated  to  Ohio  at  a  very  early  day,  being  num¬ 
bered  among  the  pioneers  of  that  State.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  began  their  do¬ 
mestic  life  in  Ohio,  where  they  resided  until  1845, 
and  then  came  West,  landing  at  Bloomington,  Iowa, 
now  the  city  of  Muscatine,  on  the  2d  of  November, 
1845.  Thence  they  went  directly  to  Rochester, 
Cedar  County,  and  later  removed  to  Pedee.  En¬ 
tering  land  Mr.  Hines  improved  it,  but  later  sold 
and  removed  to  a  farm  south  of  that  village  near 
the  county  line,  where  he  also  improved  a  farm, 
both  tracts  of  land  comprising  200  acres. 

In  1854  Mr.  Hines  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  died  August  2,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  By  their  union  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  seven  children  were  born,  four  of  whom  are 
yet  living:  Dorcas,  widow  of  Jacob  Douple,  resides 
in  Cedar  County,  Iowa;  Daniel,  born  May  6,  1839, 
is  a  lumber  dealer  of  Washington  Territory;  Cath¬ 
erine,  born  July  21,  1842,  is  now  Mrs.  Crees,  of 
Audubon  County,  Iowa,  where  her  husband  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming;  Jacob  F.,  born  Jan.  27,  1845,  is 
married  and  resides  in  Pottawattamie  County,  Iowa; 
David  B.,  born  Jan.  19,  1848,  died  May  26,  1879, 
at  the  age  of  thirty -one  years;  Alexander,  Jr.,  born 
Aug.  15,  1851,  died  Dec.  1,  1863;  William  B.,  born 
Aug.  25,  1854,  died  when  only  a  few  days  old. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Dines  returned 
to  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  and  there  on  the  27th  of 
September,  1855,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Catherine  Moorehead,a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Rachel  (Parks)  Moore- 
head,  who  were  also  born  in  the  same  State,  but 
who  went  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  Mr.  Hines  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  on  his  farm  until  March  8,  1881, 
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when  he  became  a  resident  of  Atalissa,  where  he  is 

brother,  he  started  from  Columbia  County,  N.  A'., 

now  living  a  retired  life.  He  has  always  taken 

for  Illinois.  The  journey  was  made  by  lake  as  far 

great  interest  in  political  affairs,  voting  with  the 

as  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  they  separated,  his  brother 

Democratic  party,  and  has  held  various  local  offices 

returning  to  New  York  State,  and  William  going 

of  public  trust,  serving  with  fidelity  and  faithful- 

to  Canada,  where  he  purchased  a  pony  and  then 

ness.  For  many  years  he  held  the  office  of  Justice 

started  on  horseback  for  Princeton,  Ill.,  where  he 

of  the  Peace,  was  a  member  of  the  School  Board 

had  relatives  living.  His  intention  was  to  purchase 

for  twenty-one  years,  served  as  Road  Supervisor 

land  and  make  for  himself  a  home  in  the  Prairie 

for  several  years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 

State,  but  finding  the  prices  higher  than  he  wished 

County  Central  Committee.  The  young  men  of 

to  pay  he  continued  his  travels  until  he  reached 

the  community  show  their  confidence  in  our  sub- 

the  Black  Hawk  Purchase,  the  journey  again  being 

ject’s  judgment  and  his  honesty  of  purpose  by  often 

accomplished  on  horseback.  Landing  at  Keokuk, 

coming  to  him  for  advice  in  political  matters.  One 

Iowa,  he  there  remained  for  a  short  time,  and  then 

of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  county,  he  has  not 

returned  to  Princeton,  but  the  following  January, 

only  witnessed  but  participated  in  the  great  work 

1837,  he  once  more  crossed  the  Father  of  Waters 

of  transformation  and  development,  and  is  an  bon- 

into  Iowa,  and  after  riding  over  the  country  in 

ored  and  prominent  citizen,  having  the  interests  of 

search  of  a  suitable  location  selected  Wapsinonoc 

the  community  always  at  heart.  He  and  his  wife 

Township  as  the  scene  of  his  future  operations.  He 

are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

purchased  a  claim  on  what  is  now  section  1 0,  and 

also  took  claims  for  a  number  of  families,  selling 
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them  at  the  original  price.  His  own  farm  con- 

sisted  of  160  acres  of  wild,  uncultivated  land,  and 

1VILLIAM  A.  CLARK,  an  honored  pioneer 

his  plow  turned  the  first  furrow  in  the  township. 

of  Muscatine  County,  now  residing  in 

Soon  after  his  arrival  he  occupied  a  little  lo»‘ 

Wvl  West  Liberty,  was  one  of  the  first  men  to 

cabin  that  had  been  built  by  a  Mr.  Huntsman,  on 

begin  the  work  of  civilization  and  progress  in 

the  claim  purchased  by  Mr.  Clark,  and  there  lived 

Wapsinonoc  Township.  He  it  was  who  turned 

in  true  pioneer  style  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of 

the  first  furrow  and  planted  the  first  crop.  This 

that  time  he  built  a  more  commodious  residence. 

brief  record  of  bis  life  will  therefore  be  doubly 

Our  subject  also  erected  the  first  mill  in  the  neigh- 

welcome  to  the  citizens  of  the  township,  and  also 

borhood,  which  was  used  for  sawing  lumber.  In 

the  county.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Columbia 

those  primitive  days  his  nearest  trading  places 

County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Dec.  13,  1809, 

were  Moscow  and  the  little  village  of  Blooming- 

and  the  eldest  son  of  Azariah  and  Sarah  (Ails- 

ton,  now  the  prosperous  and  thriving  city  of  Mus- 

worth)  Clark,  the  former  having  been  born  near 

catine. 

Northampton,  Mass.,  while  the  birthplace  of  the 

In  the  spring  of  1837,  William  Bagley,  accom- 

latter  was  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Azariah 

panied  by  his  family,  took  up  his  residence  in 

Clark  was  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church, 

Muscatine  County.  Mr.  Clark  formed  the  ac- 

and  his  death  occurred  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn., 

quaintance  of  the  family,  and  wooed  and  won  the 

about  the  year  1831.  His  wife,  who  was  a  most 

daughter  Louisa,  their  marriage  being  celebrated 

estimable  lady,  survived  him  many  years.  They 

on  the  27th  of  January,  1839.  In  the  first  cabin 

reared  a  family  of  six  children,  though  only  two 

erected  in  Wapsinonoc  Township  the  young  couple 

are  now  living:  William  A.,  of  this  sketch,  and  a 

began  their  domestic  life,  and  on  the  old  home- 

daughter,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Allen  Barstow, 

stead  nine  children  were  born  to  the  happy  couple: 

of  New  York. 

Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  P.  Bore,  but 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  the 

is  now  deceased;  William  A.,  a  broker  of  New 

common  schools,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  upon  a 

York  City;  John  S.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 

i  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1836,  accompanied  by  a 

two;  Catherine,  wife  of  Joseph  Cornwall,  of  Oak-  < 

M 
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land,  Cal.;  Elizabeth,  who  died  when  nineteen 

were  married  at  Castleton,  Vt.,  and  soon  after 

years  of  age;  Mary,  who  wedded  Charles  Chesebro, 

emigrated  to  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  were 

of  West  Liberty,  Iowa;  Robert,  a  resident  farmer 

among  the  pioneers  of  that  country.  In  the  spring 

of  Wapsinonoc  Township;  Joseph  H.,  the  young- 

of  1836  they  again  moved  westward  with  the  tide 

est,  who  is  at  home;  and  Fannie,  who  died,  at  the 

of  human  emigration,  and  located  at  Princeton,  Ill., 

age  of  six  and  a  half  years. 

but  remained  there  only  a  year,  and  then  continued 

The  life  of  our  subject  has  been  one  of  industry 

their  journey  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  where 

and  toil.  By  able  management,  energy  and  hard 

they  resided  until  death.  They  were  the  parents 

labor,  he  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  original  farm 

of  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 

until  at  one  tune  he  owned  1,000  acres  of  fine  land. 

and 

nine  grew  to  man  and  womanhood,  and  of  this 

By  perseverance,  which  is  one  of  his  chief  charac- 

number  six  are  living  at  this  time  (March,  1889). 

teristics,  he  overcame  the  difficulties  and  trials  of 

The  oldest,  Adaline,  is  now  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  and 

pioneer  life,  and  success  crowned  his  efforts.  He  is 

resides  near  Atlantic,  Iowa;  Mary  A.  became  Mrs. 

now  living  a  retired  life  in  West  Liberty,  his  sons 

Wolf,  and  died  in  California;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Clark, 

having  the  management  <of  the  farm.  In  his 

is  third  in  order  of  birth;  Alanson  is  engaged  in 

earlier  years  Mr.  Clark  was  a  supporter  of  the 

farming  near  Atlantic,  Iowa;  Nancy  wedded  a 

Whig  party,  and  a  great  admirer  of  Ilenry  Clay, 

Mr. 

Cole,  and  is  still  living;  Elizabeth  became  the 

but  at  the  dissolution  of  that  party  and  the  or- 

wife  of  Davis  Mann,  and  died  at  Dubuque  many 

ganization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  joined  its 

years  ago;  Amy,  now  Mrs.  Healey,  a  resident  of 

ranks,  and  has  since  continued  to  fight  under  its 

Colfax,  Cal.;  Lucena  is  now  Mrs.  Frank Farguhar, 

banner.  Over  fifty  years  have  elapsed  since  Mr. 

and 

resides  in  Audubon  County,  Iowa;  and 

Clark  became  a  resident  of  Muscatine  County.  The 

Horace,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War, 

State  then  formed  part  of  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 

died  in  a  hospital  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  from  a  fever 

sin,  the  prairies  were  then  in  their  primitive  love- 

contracted  while  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

liness,  the  trees  were  then  uncut  in  the  forest,  and 

The  parents  of  this  family  were  almost  lifelong 

the  smoke  of  the  Indian  wigwam  had  scarcely 

members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  devout 

cleared  away,  but  the  little  cabin  which  sheltered 

Christians. 

him  from  the  storms  of  winter  and  the  summer’s 

Our  subject’s  ancestors  were  Puritans  who  emi- 

sun  was  occupied,  and  he  began  the  work  of  cul- 

grated  from  England.  Lieut.  William  Clark,  the 

tivating  his  farm.  Other  settlers  soon  came,  and 

founder  of  the  family,  died  at  Northampton.  Mass., 

their  united  efforts  have  placed  Muscatine  County 

July  19,  1690,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years. 

where  it  is  to-day — on  a  par  with  any  in  the  State, 

Portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  given  in  con- 

and  our  subject's  labors  form  no  inconsiderable 

nection  with  this  sketch. 

part  in  this  great  and  grand  work. 

Mrs.  Clark  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
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Church.  Her  parents,  William  and  Lois  (Love- 

land)  Bagley,  who  were  also  pioneers  of  the  county, 

EREMIAII  T.  MOYNAHAN,  the  editor 

have  long  since  passed  away.  The  father,  who  was 

and  proprietor  of  the  Wilton  Review ,  is  a 

a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  died  in  September, 

j  native  of  Muscatine  County,  born  June  15, 

1838,  and  the  mother,  who  was  a  native  of  Con- 

1  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Timothy  and  Ellen 

necticut,  departed  this  life  in  1856.  The  parents 

(Moynahan)  Moynahan,  both  of  whom  were  natives 

of  Mrs.  Clark  were  of  English  origin,  their  ances- 

of  Ireland,  where  they  were  married,  and  whence 

tors  having  emigrated  to  this  country  early  in 

they  emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  1848, 

Colonial  days,  and  some  members  of  the  family 

and 

subsequently  located  in  Muscatine.  In  that 

took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  Bagley 

city  Timothy  Moynahan  died  Dec.  24,  1886.  His 

family  first  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the  Love- 

wife  is  yet  living,  and  is  now  making  her  home  nt 

>  lands  at  Litchfield,  Conn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bagley 

Davenport,  Iowa.  Both  were  members  of  St.  i 

J 
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Mathias’  Catholic  Church  of  Muscatine,  and  their 
family  have  all  been  brought  up  in  that  faith. 
While  before  marriage  the  surname  of  our  sub¬ 
ject’s  mother  was  that  of  her  husband,  they  were 
not  related. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  city,  and  in  the  Sisters’  School,  connected 
with  St  .Mathias’  Church,  received  a  liberal  edu¬ 
cation.  In  1876  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Musca¬ 
tine  Tribune  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  printer,  and 
for  five  years  continued  in  that  office,  becoming 
well  versed  in  the  “art  preservative  of  all  arts.” 
Quitting  the  office,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade 
in  Muscatine,  where  he  remained  three  years,  and 
then  moved  the  stock  to  Wilton,  where  he  contin¬ 
ued  the  business  two  years  longer.  Selling  out,  he 
again  returned  to  his  trade  in  the  office  of  the 
Wilton  j Review,  and  in  February,  1887,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Charles  K.  Ott,  purchased  the  office.  In 
July  following  he  purchased  Mr.  Ott’s  interest, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  sole  editor  and  pro¬ 
prietor.  Under  his  management  the  paper  has 
proved  to  be  a  success. 

Our  subject,  Nov.  24,  1879,  married  Miss  Ella 
Dwyer,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Margaret  Dwyer,  of  Wilton  Township, 
but  who  were  natives  of  Ireland.  Four  children 
have  been  born  unto  them,  two  of  whom  have  since 
died,  Francis  and  Eddie.  The  living  are  Arthur 
and  Margaret,  both  of  whom  are  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Moynahan  is  a  Democrat,  but  in 
the  editorial  columns  of  his  paper  he  pursues  an 
independent  course.  As  a  citizen  he  is  well  re¬ 
spected,  and  in  every  enterprise  that  is  calculated  to 
advance  the  material  interests  of  his  adopted  city  he 
is  in  the  front. 


Vl7  OHN  DODGE,  deceased,  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  became 
a  resident  when  the  city  of  Muscatine  con¬ 
sisted  of  but  two  houses.  He  was  born  in 
1812,  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Mary  Dodge.  When  twenty-two 
years  of  age  he  left  his  native  State  to  cast  his  lot 
with  the  people  of  the  then  Far  West,  and  in  the 


fall  of  1834  emigrated  to  Illinois.  Remaining 
there  but  a  short  time,  he  then  crossed  the  Father 
of  Waters  and  landed  in  Muscatine  County,  Iowa, 
which  then  formed  a  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  In  this  county  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  24,  1889,  and 
his  life  was  identified  with  its  history  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  After  his  arrival  he  secured 
employment  in  the  mill  owned  by  Mr.  Nye,  whose 
sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
He  continued  this  employment  for  many  years, 
but  later  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on 
section  17,  Montpelier  Township,  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  active  life. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Flora 
Fix,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Appeline  (Repsom)  Fix,  who  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children.  They  came  to  this  county  in 
1847,  the  father  working  as  a  laborer  at  such  em¬ 
ployment  as  he  could  find  in  Muscatine  for  a  few 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Montpelier  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  carried  on  general  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1881.  The  following 
year  his  wife  also  died,  and  was  laid  to  rest  by  the 
side  of  her  husband  in  the  family  burying  grounds. 

By  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  seven 
children  have  been  born,  only  four  of  whom  are 
now  living — Mary  J.,  George  W.,  Augustus  C.  and 
John  W.  Religiously,  Mr.  Dodge  was  a  member 
of  the  Universalist  Church,  while  politically,  he 
was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
strongly  advocating  its  principles  as  taught  by  its 
recognized  leaders.  He  also  took  a  great  interest 
in  aiding  the  cause  of  education  by  securing  good 
teachers,  and  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  School 
Board  for  several  years.  In  fact  he  always  gave 
his  support  to  any  enterprise  which  had  for  its  ob¬ 
ject  the  public  good,  and  did  as  much  as  any  man 
in  his  circumstances  toward  the  upbuilding  of  the 
county.  He  witnessed  its  development,  partici¬ 
pated  in  its  growth  and  progress,  and  gave  his 
influence  and  support  to  all  moral  and  social  refor¬ 
mations.  Honest  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings, 
every  year  of  his  long  residence  in  the  county  saw 
others  added  to  his  large  circle  of  warm  friends, 
and  in  the  hearts  of  Muscatine  County’s  best  citi¬ 
zens  he  held  an  enviable  place.  In  his  declining 
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years  lie  retired  from  active  life,  the  management 
of  his  farm  of  240  acres  being  left  to  his  sons,  who 
performed  their  duties  with  that  earnest  fidelity 
and  trustworthiness  which  was  due  to  the  loving 
father,  who  protected  and  cared  for  them  during 
their  earlier  years. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Dodge  the  county  lost  a 
pioneer  who  will  always  be  held  in  grateful  remem¬ 
brance,  and  we  are  pleased  to  give  the  readers  of 
this  work  this  brief  sketch.  Of  the  living  children, 
Mary  ,J.  is  now  Mrs.  Harder,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Adams  County,  Iowa;  George  W.  married  Nora  I. 
Purcell,  and  is  farming  on  the  old  homestead; 
Augustus  C.  is  a  farmer  of  Guthrie  County,  Iowa, 
and  John  W.,  the  youngest,  is  unmarried. 


HEALY,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  20.  Bloomington 
Township,  was  born  in  County  Kilkenny, 
Ireland,  in  the  month  of  September,  1822, 
and  was  the  second  of  a  family  of  five  children 
born  to  Andrew  and  Bridget  (Dunpliy)  Healy,  who 
were  also  born  in  County  Kilkenny.  The  father 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout 
his  life,  his  death  occurring  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1830,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  Mrs.  I  lealy 
survived  her  husband  for  about  eighteen  years,  dy¬ 
ing  in  1848,  when  forty -eight  years  of  age.  Their 
children  were:  Patrick,  who  is  married,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  in  the  old  country;  John,  who 
came  to  this  country  with  our  subject,  but  returned 
to  Ireland,  where  he  was  married,  after  which  he 
again  came  to  America,  settling  at  Sag  Harbor, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  in  a  factory  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1884;  his  family  still  reside  at 
Sag  Harbor.  Thomas  came  to  America  in  1850,  set¬ 
tling  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  married,  after 
which  he  came  to  this  county,  in  1860,  locating  in 
Moscow  Township,  where  he  yet  resides;  James, 
who  came  to  this  country  in  1852,  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  there  worked  on  a 
steamer  until  his  death,  which  was  caused  by  drown¬ 
ing,  in  1854. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
>  a  liberal  education  in  the  National  School  of  he¬ 
lp 


land.  In  the  month  of  January,  1842,  on  the  Em¬ 
erald  Isle,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Bridget 
Macacy,  a  native  of  County  Kilkenny,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Catherine  (Finn)  Macacy,  who 
were  also  born  in  Ireland.  The  death  of  the  father 
occurred  in  September,  1839,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  years,  he  surviving  his  wife  about  five  years, 
her  death  having  occurred  in  1834.  The  young- 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  their  native 
land,  and  there  resided  until  the  spring  of  1847, 
when  they  resolved  to  make  their  home  in  the  New 
World.  Bidding  good-by  to  friends  and  native 
land,  on  the  25th  of  March  they  set  sail  from  Liv¬ 
erpool,  and  landed  at  New  York  in  June.  Settling- 
in  Pittsburgh,  Mr.  Healy  there  tended  a  furnace 
until  1859,  when  he  came  to  this  county,  locating 
in  Moscow  Township,  where  he  purchased  160  acres 
of  raw  prairie  land,  which  he  immediately  began  to 
improve  and  cultivate,  and  still  owns  100  acres  of 
his  original  purchase.  In  1867  he  removed  to 
Bloomington  Township,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  developed  a  farm,  but  in  1875  he  took  up  his 
residence  on  section  20,  the  same  township,  where 
he  still  makes  his  home.  By  subsequent  purchase 
he  has  increased  his  possessions  until  he  now  owns 
1,400  acres  of  fine  arable  land  in  this  county,  100 
of  which  is  in  Moscow  Township,  the  remainder 
being  located  in  Bloomington,  Seventy-Six,  and 
Lake  Townships.  In  connection  with  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  ids  land  he  engages  quite  extensively  in 
buying  and  shipping  cattle,  annually  feeding  from 
sixty  to  seventy  head.  Starting  in  life  in  limited 
circumstances,  his  success  is  all  due  to  Ids  own  hon¬ 
est  efforts,  his  industry,  and  his  perseverance. 

In  1883  Mr.  Healy  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife,  who  was  called  to  her 
final  home  in  August  of  that  year.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Spellman,  resides  in  Adair 
County,  Iowa;  Catherine  has  devoted  her  life  to  re¬ 
ligious  intei’ests,  and  is  a  Sister  of  Charity;  Thomas 
is  married,  and  resides  in  Union  County,  Iowa;  An¬ 
drew  is  married,  and  resides  in  Seventy-Six  Town¬ 
ship,  this  county;  James  is  married,  and  resides  in 
Union  County,  Iowa;  John  is  married,  and  resides 
in  Bloomington  Township;  William,  Clara,  Edward, 
and  Francis  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Healy  was  a 
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voted  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of 
Muscatine,  and  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Mr.  Healy  is  also  a  member  of  the  same  church. 
Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  takes  great  interest  in  political  affairs. 
In  September,  1888,  he  revisited  his  native  land, 
and  again  went  to  the  old  school  in  which  he 
was  educated,  and  was  upon  the  old  play-ground 
where  so  many  joyous  hours  of  his  boyhood  were 
passed.  He  ranks  among  Muscatine  County’s  best 
citizens,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  being  held  in  high 
regard  by  all  who  know  him. 


HOMAS  GLADSTONE,  a  leading  farmer  re¬ 
siding  on  section  27,  Goshen  Township,  was 
born  in  County  Fermanagh,  Ireland,  in 
March,  1815,  and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five 
children  born  to  George  and  Mary  (Johnson) 
Gladstone,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided  in 
his  native  land  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years.  Ilis  wife 
survived  him  several  years,  her  death  occurring  in 
1842. 


Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county  received  his  education.  Resolving  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  New  World,  he  bade  good-by  to 
his  home  and  native  land,  and  embarked  at  Belfast 
on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  stormy  voyage  of 
forty-two  days  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada.  Remain¬ 
ing  in  that  city  but  a  short  time  he  then  removed 
to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  for  several  years  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaming,  when,  in  1854,  he  came  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Goshen  Township,  this  county,  where  he 
purchased  a  partly  improved  farm.  This  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  cidtivate  for  several  years,  developing 
the  wild  prairie  into  rich  land,  but  in  1877  sold 
that  farm  and  removed  to  his  present  home  on  sec¬ 
tion  27,  Goshen  Township,  where  he  carries  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming.  His  land  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  comprises  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
this  section. 

While  residing  in  Cincinnati  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel  Johnson,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  in  1847.  This  lady  was 
born  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
James  Johnson,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  died  in  that  country  many  years  ago.  By  the 
union  of  this  worthy  couple  six  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  Thomas  Robert,  who  married  Mina 
Feiderlin,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm;  George,  a 
railroad  engineer,  residing  in  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Rich¬ 
ard  William,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Ne¬ 
braska;  John  Wesley,  still  residing  with  his  parents; 
Lizzie,  wife  of  Albert  Wiker,  a  resident  of  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  Anna,  now  Mrs.  White,  of  Nichols, 
Iowa.  Of  Mr.  Gladstone’s  brothers  and  sisters, 
Elizabeth  Jane,  whose  home  is  in  Nebraska,  is  the 
wife  of  Lauchlan  Smith;  Richard,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1837,  died  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  several 
years  ago;  James  died  in  his  native  land,  and  Ann, 
wife  of  Joseph  Hill,  died  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in 
1886,  Mr.  Gladstone  being  at  her  bedside  when 
death  occurred. 

Since  becoming  a  resident  of  the  United  States 
Mr.  Gladstone  has  taken  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs,  casting  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  held  several  township  offices,  discharging 
his  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  his  constituents.  He  aided  greatly  in  the 
organization  of  the  school  districts  of  Goshen 
Township,  and  has  ever  been  prominent  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  any  enterprise  which  has  for  its  object 
the  public  welfare.  Ilis  honorable,  upright  course 
of  life  during  his  residence  of  thirty -five  years  in 
this  community  has  won  him  many  warm  friends, 
gaining  him  an  enviable  place  in  the  hearts  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County’s  best  citizens. 


OSEPH  BAILEY,  whose  farm  and  residence 
.  is  situated  on  section  4,  is  numbered  among: 
the  well-known  citizens  of  Wilton  Township, 
of  which  he  has  been  a  resident  since  1859. 
He  was  born  on  Christmas  Eve  in  the  year  1  827, 
in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  is  a  member  of  a 
family  of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  born  to  Joseph  and  Ann  Bailey.  The  latter 
died  in  England  when  our  subject  was  but  five  years 
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of  ago,  and  the  father’s  death  also  occurred  in  his 
native  land  in  1886,  when  eighty-four  years  of  age. 
Their  children  yet  living  are  Ann,  Joseph  and 
William,  while  those  who  have  departed  this  life 
are  Elizabeth,  Letitia,  Mary  and  Jane,  all  of  whom 
were  married  and  left  families  with  the  exception 
of  Jane,  who  died  in  girlhood. 

Our  subject  is  the  onty  one  of  the  family  who 
ever  emigrated  to  America.  The  days  of  his  child¬ 
hood  and  youth  were  spent  upon  his  father’s  farm, 
and  on  the  16th  day  of  September,  1851,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  Harrison.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  day  with  his  young  bride  he  sailed  from 
Liverpool,  and  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed 
in  America.  Going  directly  from  New  York  to 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  he  there  resided  for  a 
period  of  eight  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Iowa. 
For  several  years  he  engaged  in  cultivating  a  farm 
for  Henry  Adams,  of  Ohio,  his  former  employer, 
and  then  purchased  the  land  upon  which  he  still 
makes  his  home. 

Mrs.  Bailey,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  is  also  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  a  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Mary  Harrison,  who  resided  in  that 
country  until  their  death.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  besides  Mrs.  Bailey 
came  to  America:  John,  who  lives  in  Crawford 
County,  Ohio,  and  Ann,  a  resident  of  Franklin 
County,  Neb.  Three  brothers  and  two  sisters  of 
the  family  are  still  living  in  England,  namely: 
Fanny,  George,  Sally,  Thomas  and  Alice. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  six  living  children: 
William  G.,  Mary  Ann,  Fanny  E.,  John  Henry, 
George  Lincoln,  and  Joseph  Lincolnshire.  They 
have  prospered,  greatly  since  coming  to  this 
country,  in  many  ways,  yet  trouble  has  also  come  to 
them  in  the  loss  of  their  eldest  son,  Charles 
James,  who  was  drowned  on  the  2 2d  day  of 
August,  1868,  in  Mud  Creek,  while  bathing  with 
some  of  his  comrades.  He  was  then  in  his  seven¬ 
teenth  year,  was  a  bright,  intelligent  boy  and  gave 
promise  of  future  usefulness.  For  the  long  period 
of  thirty  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  have  resided  at 
their  beautiful  home  in  Wilton  Township,  on  their 
farm  of  177  acres,  and  have  there  reared  their  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  have  grown  to  man  and  woman¬ 
hood  with  the  exception  mentioned  above,  and  now 


have  families  of  their  own.  What  they  now  possess 
has  been  acquired  by  their  own  industry  and  per¬ 
severance,  and  their  competence  is  but  the  well- 
merited  reward  of  their  labors.  They  have  long 
been  faithful  and  consistent  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  numbered  among 
the  respected  citizens  of  Muscatine  County.  In  pol¬ 
itics  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  Republican. 


AMUEL  McGOWN,  who  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  on  section  28,  Goshen  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Allegheny 
County,  in  1833.  His  parents  were  Moses 
and  Rose  Ann  (Wallace)  McGown,  who  -were  also 
born  in  that  State,  and  had  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  Samuel  was  the  youngest.  The 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  continued  to  follow'  that 
line  of  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
Pennsylvania  many  years  ago.  His  wife,  who  is  a 
most  estimable  lady,  is  still  living,  and  resides  in 
her  native  State. 

In  the  district  schools  of  Pennsylvania  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  educated,  and  vras  reared  to  manhood  upon 
his  father’s  farm.  Leaving  the  parental  roof  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Rebecca  Osborn,  who 
was  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  their  union  being 
celebrated  in  1858.  Her  parents,  Finley  and  Sarah 
D.  (Bradley)  Osborn,  were  also  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  her  father  was  a  ship  carpenter  by 
occupation.  His  death  occurred  in  1873,  and  Ids 
wife  was  called  to  her  final  home  in  1888.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  began  their  domes¬ 
tic  life  upon  a  farm,  where  they  continued  to  reside 
for  several  years.  Thinking  that  the  West  would 
furnish  a  better  field  for  his  labors,  in  1863,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family,  Mr.  McGown  emigrated  to  the 
West,  locating  in  this  county,  where  he  purchased 
160  acres  of  partially  improved  land  on  section 
28,  Goshen  Township.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century 
he  has  here  continued  to  reside,  and  now  has  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  the  community,  it  being  all 
under  cultivation  and  highly  improved.  He  makes 
a  specialty  of  raising  cattle,  buying  and  shipping 
about  two  carloads  annually.  1 1  is  home  is  pleas¬ 
antly  situated  about  six  miles  from  West  Liberty. 
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Politically,  Mr.  McGown  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker,  much  preferring  to  de¬ 
vote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  farm  and  his 
home. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGown  four 
children  have  been  born,  but  only  two  are  now 
living:  Sadie,  now  Mrs.  Feiderlein,  who  resides  in 
Goshen  Township;  and  Elmer,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Pike  Township;  Frank  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years,  and  one  child  died  in  infancy.  This 
family  holds  a  high  position  in  the  social  world, 
and  are  deservedly  held  in  high  esteem  by  their 
many  friends  and  acquaintances. 


ON.  THOMAS  R.  FITZGERALD,  attorney- 
at-law,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  at  St. 
Joseph,  Berrian  Co.,  Mich.,  March  4,  1843, 
and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Bald¬ 
win)  Fitzgerald,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  latter  of  Rhode  Island.  Both  parents  died 
in  Michigan.  When  ten  years  of  age  our  subject 
went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  remained  four 
years  attending  school.  In  1871  he  came  to  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  studied  law  with  Judge  Thomas  Hanna, 
after  which  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  in  constant  practice  in 
this  city.  He  was  admitted  to  partnership  with  his 
preceptor,  Judge  Hanna,  and  later  S.  M.  Hughes  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  firm,  which  was  styled  Hanna, 
Fitzgerald  &  Hughes.  The  death  of  Judge  Hanna 
occurred  on  the  4th  of  March,  1881,  after  which 
business  was  continued  by  Fitzgerald.  &  Hughes 
until  1883,  since  which  time  our  subject  has  been 
alone  in  business.  He  is  a  pronounced  Democrat 
in  political  sentiment,  and  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  local  public  affairs.  He  has  served 
three  times  in  the  City  Council,  first  in  1875,  and 
again  in  1876  and  1881.  He  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Muscatine  in  1877,  and  re-elected  in  the  year  1882, 
the  last  time  receiving  the  unanimous  support  of 
all  parties.  He  has  also  served  as  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  and  is  a  member  of  all  the 
Masonic  bodies  of  Muscatine,  belonging  to  Hawk- 
eye  Lodg6  No.  30.  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  to  Washington 
'  r  Chapter  No.  4,  R.  A.  M.;  to  De  Molay  Command- 
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ery  No.  1,  K.  T. ;  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.W.  He  was  one  of  the  original  incorporators 
of  the  Muscatine  Street  Railway  Company,  and 
served  as  Secretary  until  November,  1888,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  that 
corporation  since  its  organization.  He  is  Vice 
President  of  the  Muscatine  Real  Estate  Company, 
and  a  stockholder  in  the  Muscatine  Fair  Grounds 
and  Park  Association. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1868,  our  subject  and  Miss 
Esther  Hanna,  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  Hanna, 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was  born  in 
Rome,  Ind.  Three  children  grace  their  union,  Bell, 
Fannie  and  Hiram,  the  two  latter  born  in  Musca¬ 
tine.  Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  now  been  in  practice  at 
Muscatine  for  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  he 
has  been  eminently  successful,  and  has  won  a 
deserved  place  in  the  foremost  ranks  of  the  bar  of 
this  county.  While  in  public  office  he  discharged 
his  duties  with  fidelity  and  promptness,  and  his 
business  and  social  relations  have  always  been  such 
that  naught  can  be  said  against  them.  His  popu¬ 
larity  among  his  friends  and  fellow-citizens  is  due 
to  his  courteous  and  kindly  manner,  and  he  well 
deserves  the  esteem  and  confidence  which  are  given 
him  on  every  side. 


1  H.  CANON,  pharmacist,  druggist,  and  dealer 
in  drugs,  surgical  instruments  and  optical 
i  goods,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Rachel  (Sing- 
ery)  Canon.  His  father  was  born  in  Fayette  Count}', 
Pa.,  of  Irish  parentage,  and  his  mother  was  born  in 
Baltimore  County,  Md.,  in  1801.  Our  subject  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
Leesville,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  went  to 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  where  he  learned  the  drug  busi¬ 
ness.  Continuing  in  that  employment  for  three  and 
a  half  years,  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  spent 
the  three  succeeding  years  in  the  same  line  of  work, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Holt  County,  Mo.,  his 
parents  having  gone  there  in  1852,  where  he  spent 
the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1  855  he  came  to  Mus¬ 
catine,  Iowa,  and  engaged  as  clerk  with  Fay  & 
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Storm,  druggists,  continuing  with  them  about  three 
and  a  half  years.  Closing  his  connection  with  that 
house  in  the  fall  of  1858,  he  was  then  employed  in 
various  ways  for  the  succeeding  two  and  a  half 
years,  until  in  April,  1861,  he  purchased  a  stock  of 
drugs,  and  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  It  is 
now  twenty-eight  years  since  that  event,  and  Mr. 
Canon  has  carried  on  the  business  uninterrupt¬ 
edly  and  with  marked  success.  So  elosety  has  he 
applied  himself  to  the  store  that  his  total  absence 
during  that  entire  period  will  not  exceed  three 
months’  duration. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1858,  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  Mr. 
Canon  wedded  Miss  Rhoda  Smalley,  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  Smalley.  She  was  born  at  Carthage,  Ohio, 
near  Cincinnati,  and  came  to  Muscatine  when  two 
years  of  age.  Four  children  were  born  of  then- 
union,  but  twin  boys,  Samuel  and  Andrew,  died 
in  infancy;  Nellie  Fay.  the  third  child,  was  united 
in  marriage,  June  27,  1888,  with  William  E.  Blivens, 
and  resides  at  Sioux  Falls,  Dak.;  Anna  Bertha,  the 
youngest  child,  is  still  at  home.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
He  is  an  earnest  Republican  in  politics.  He  has 
considerable  landed  property,  owning  a  large  farm 
in  Illinois,  on  which  a  coal  bank  is  located;  also 
a  farm  on  Muscatine  Island,  and  one  adjoining  the 
city,  comprising  a  large  portion  of  the  old  fail- 
ground.  Our  subject  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Muscatine,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint¬ 
ances. 

-  ooo  - 
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Cj\  HARLES  BARNES,  a  prominent  and  influ- 
_  ential  citizen  of  Muscatine  County,  now  re- 

_ v  sides  in  West  Liberty.  He  was  born  in  Knox 

County,  Ohio,  June  10,  1831,  and  on  the  paternal 
side  is  of  Welsh  descent,  while  his  ancestors  on  his 
mother's  side  were  originally  from  England.  His 
father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  also  learned 
the  trade  of  a  tool-maker,  and  carried  on  the  for¬ 
mer  occupation  in  connection  with  farming.  He 
was  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Athens 
County,  Ohio,  to  which  he  removed  in  1818,  con¬ 
tinuing  his  residence  in  that  county  until  1830, 
when  he  located  in  Knox  County,  where  he  resided 


until  1839.  In  September  of  that  year,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  family,  he  removed  to  Muscatine  Count}-, 
Iowa,  purchasing  160  acres  of  land  in  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  and  160  acres  in  Cedar  County,  but 
made  his  home  in  Muscatine  County.  His  death 
occurred  in  the  month  of  November,  1877,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  his  wife  departed  this 
life  Dec.  23,  1879,  when  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
devoted  much  of  their  time  to  the  work  of  that  de¬ 
nomination,  and  at  their  home  the  ministers  were 
always  entertained.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet 
living:  George  W.,  the  eldest,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years;  Luc}^,  wife  of  Chester  Coleman, 
who  is  now  deceased,  is  living  in  Ohio;  Almon  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Buena  Vista  County,  Iowa; 
Annie  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  Samuel  Chesebro,  of 
West  Liberty;  Simeon  A.,  is  living  in  Cedar 
County,  Iowa;  Gilbert  is  a  resident  of  Iowa  County, 
Iowa;  Charles,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Franklin  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Wapsino¬ 
noc  Township,  now  living  in  West  Liberty;  Dian- 
tha  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Givens,  of  West  Liberty. 

In  early  life  our  subject  learned  the  trade  of 
plow-making,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
plows  from  the  age  of  nineteen  until  his  twenty- 
fifth  year,  at  West  Liberty.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec¬ 
tion  16,  Wapsinonoc  Township,  where  he  continued 
to  reside,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
until  February,  1884,  when  he  removed  to  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  West  Liberty,  where  he  has  since  lived  are- 
tired  life,  but  previous  to  that  time  spent  one  year 
in  Oskaloosa,  and  one  year  in  Iowa  City.  To  his 
estate  he  has  added  until  he  now  owns  576  acres  of 
land,  all  improved.  While  living  on  the  farm  he 
gave  especial  attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle,  in 
which  he  was  quite  successful,  and  he  has  also  given 
some  time  and  attention  to  speculating  in  land. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1852,  Mr.  Barnes  led 
to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  M.  Hemperly,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Margaret  (Smith)  Hemperly,  both  of  wh 
were  natives  of  that  State.  By  their  union  six  cl 
dren  have  been  born:  Lucy  M.,  the  eldest,  died 
infancy;  Anna  Bell  died  at  the  age  of  three  yea 
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Iva  L.  is  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Templeman,  a  resident 
of  Wapsinonoc  Township;  Byron  W.  makes  his 
home  in  Muscatine  County  ;  Chester  H.  is  living  in 
Sheridan  County,  Kan.;  H.  C.,  a  salesman  in  West 
Liberty,  still  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  for  com¬ 
mencing  life  without  capital,  he  has  by  his  own 
honest  efforts  of  industry  and  economy  become 
one  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of  this  community.  His 
success  largely  depends  upon  the  careful  thought 
which  he  gave  to  each  enterprise  before  undertak¬ 
ing  it,  and  his  life  might  well  furnish  an  example 
of  what  can  be  done  by  perseverance  and  industry. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
while  politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church  of  West  Liberty,  and  no  man  in  the  com¬ 
munity  is  more  deserving  of  esteem  and  confidence 
than  he. 


4 


DWARD  B.  FULLIAM,  physician  and  sur- 
|4]  geon  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  this 
JILtf  county  on  the  10th  of  March,  1857,  and 
is  a  son  of  Dr.  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Vannatta) 
Fulliam,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  was  reared  in  Muscatine,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  city  schools,  graduating  from 
the  High  School  in  the  class  of  1878.  He  was  al¬ 
ways  of  a  studious  nature,  and  having  access  to  his 
father’s  library,  soon  became  interested  in  medical 
works.  Reading  more,  he  soon  had  a  desire  to  fol¬ 
low  the  practice  of  medicine  as  his  profession,  and 
entered  the  Chicago  Eclectic  Medical  College,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1879,  and  later  attended  lectures  at  Rush  Medical 
College,  in  the  same  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Societ}^  of  Chicago,  and  also  of 
the  Des  Moines  Medical  Society.  Dr.  Fulliam  is 
essentially  a  self-made  man,  and  no  person  living 
in  Muscatine  County  to-day  is  entitled  to  greater 
credit  for  rearing  himself  from  a  comparatively 
humble  position  to  one  of  eminence  in  his  profes¬ 
sion.  He  is  still  a  student,  as  is  every  first-class 
member  of  his  profession,  and  keeps  abreast  of  all 
the  latest  discoveries  in  medical  science.  The 
Doctor  is  well  fitted  out  with  a  collection  of  the 


finest  instruments  and  appliances  of  any  physician 
in  the  county.  He  is  at  present  County  and  City 
Physician,  which  position  he  fills  with  credit. 

In  1881  he  wTas  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Nyenhuis,  a  daughter  of  Chris  and  Bermeuda 
Nyenhuis,  early  settlers  of  this  county.  The  Doc¬ 
tor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2. 

The  portrait  of  Dr.  Fulliam  may  be  found  in  this 
volume.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
of  the  county,  and  as  a  young  physician  certainly 
has  bright  prospects. 


y^ILLIAM  J.  PHILLIPS,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  of  1839,  was 
Wy  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va.,  in  the  year 
1827.  He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  B.  and  Eliza  (Meek) 
Phillips,  who  were  also  natives  of  Augusta  County. 
The  father  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
1839,  accompanied  by  his  family,  emigrated  from 
his  old  home  to  Muscatine  County,  locating  on 
what  is  now  section  3,  Wapsinonoc  Township.  For 
twelve  }rears  he  resided  upon  that  farm,  and  then 
removed  to  the  farm  which  continued  to  be  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years.  Politically,  he 
was  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens. 
His  wife,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  a  most  estimable  lady,  is  still  living  in  Wap¬ 
sinonoc  Township.  They  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood,  William  J.,  of  this  sketch,  being  the  eldest; 
John,  who  is  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Clinton, 
Iowa;  George,  a  farmer  of  Wapsinonoc  Township; 
Solomon,  who  resides  in  the  same  township;  Noah, 
a  resident  of  Wapsinonoc  Township;  Preston,  who 
is  located  at  Atchison,  Kan. ;  Ann,  wife'  of  Will¬ 
iam  Pool,  a  resident  farmer  of  Wapsinonoc  Town¬ 
ship;  and  Eliza,  wife  of  Charles  Stafford,  whose 
home  is  in  Denver,  Colo. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  since  his 
thirteenth  year  has  been  a  resident  of  Muscatine 
County.  In  1848  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Hunter,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hunter, 
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and  of  their  union  three  children  have  been  born: 
Chester,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wapsinonoc 
Township;  Alice,  who  became  the  wife  of  John 
Pollock,  died  in  1886;  and  Anna,  wife  of  Joseph 
Pringey,  was  called  to  her  final  home  in  1884. 
Both  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  Muscatine  County  contains  no  better  citizens. 
In  his  political  sentiments,  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Systematic  and  progressive,  everything  about  his 
well-cultivated  farm,  which  comprises  120  acres, 
denotes  thrift  and  enterprise,  and  he  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  farmers  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Phillips  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Muscatine 
County.  For  a  half-century  he  has  been  identified 
with  its  history,  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire 
growth  and  development,  has  seen  its  broad,  un¬ 
cultivated  prairies  transformed  into  beautiful  homes 
and  farms,  its  villages  rapidly  becoming  cities,  un¬ 
til  now  scarcely  a  relic  of  pioneer  days  remains. 


B.  OSBURN,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  county,  residing  on  section  24,  Wap¬ 
sinonoc  Township,  was  born  in  Greene  Coun¬ 
ty,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  and  of  that  State  his 
parents,  Jeremiah  and  Lydia  (Parker)  Osburn,  were 
also  natives.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  in  1819,  when  our  subject  was  but  an  infant, 
emigrated  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Meigs  County, 
where  he  entered  land  and  developed  a  farm.  In 
that  county  he  resided  until  1854,  when  with  his 
family  he  started  for  Iowa,  but  on  reaching  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  was  stricken  with  the  cholera  and  died. 
The  family  continued  their  journey  to  Davenport, 
near  which  city  Mr.  Osburn  had  entered  160  acres 
of  land  in  1853,  where  the  widowed  mother  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside  until  her  death. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  Meigs 
County,  Ohio,  and  in  1854  came  with  his  mother 
to  Iowa,  making  his  home  near  Davenport  until 
1870,  when  he  removed  to  Muscatine  County,  set¬ 
tling  in  Wapsinonoc  Township.  Purchasing  sixty 
acres  of  land  on  section  24,  he  immediately  began 
its  cultivation,  and  has  since  made  his  home  upon 
that  farm.  In  his  political  sentiments  he  is  a  sup¬ 


porter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously,  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  He  is  numbered  among  the  leading 
citizens  of  Wapsinonoc  Township,  and  is  a  man  who 
takes  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  he  resides. 

In  1838  Mr.  Osburn  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Nancy  A.  Birch,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  by 
their  union  twelve  children  have  been  born,  nine 
of  whom  are  living:  Arrisia,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  Sidney  Stewart,  of  Meigs  County,  Ohio;  James 
is  a  steamboat  agent  residing  in  Davenport,  Iowa; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Simeon  Calder,  of  Nebraska; 
William  is  engaged  in  carpentering  in  Broken  Bow, 
Neb.;  Betsy  is  the  widow  of  Charles  Belkon,  and 
resides  in  Savannah,  Ill.;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Bent¬ 
ley  Luse,  of  West  Liberty,  Iowa;  Sherwood,  who 
is  now  the  manager  of  the  home  farm  in  Wapsinonoc 
Township;  Lincoln,  a  salesman  of  Broken  Bow, 
Neb.;  and  George,  whose  home  is  in  Davenport. 
Willie  was  drowned  in  the.  Ohio  River  when  but 
three  j-ears  of  age;  Newton  was  drowned  at  Daven¬ 
port;  Hiram  died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs..  Osburn  are  held  in  high  regard  by  a  large  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  none  are  more 
worthy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  citizens  of 
Muscatine  County  than  this  worthy  couple.  Sher¬ 
wood  Osburn,  who  is  tenth  in  order  of  birth,  has 
charge  of  the  home  farm.  He  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage,  Dec.  15,  1885,  with  Miss  Mattie  Hunter,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Muscatine  County,  and  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  (Shular)  Hunter,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  Two  children  have  been 
born  of  their  union,  Edna  II.  and  Nancy  B.  Mr. 
Osburn  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

BATH  AN  SMITH,  a  retired  farmer  residing 
on  section  33,  Goshen  Township,  was  born 
in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  in  1834.  His  par¬ 
ents  were  Robert  and  Sarah  (Dunlap)  Smith,  and 
they  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven 
grew  to  man  and  womanhood:  James,  who  for 
many  j^ears  was  a  resident  of  this  county,  died  in 
Kansas  in  1883;  Henry,  who  followed  the  pro- 
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fession  of  teaching  for  a  number  of  years,  is  now 
married  and  engaged  in  farming  near  Independence, 
Kan. ;  Rebecca,  who  became  Mrs.  Kale,  died  in  this 
county  in  1877;  William  is  married,  and  resides  at 
Washington,  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  in  stock 
dealing.  He  enlisted  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  late  war 
as  a  private,  but  was  subsequently  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Major.  John,  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer,  is 
married  and  resides  in  Nebraska;  Mary,  wife  of 
Harvey  Graham,  died  in  January,  1887,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-six  years;  Elizabeth  died  in  Pennsylvania, 
when  eight  years  of  age;  and  Robert  died  in  that 
State  at  the  same  age.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  when  a  young  man 
emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  and  wedded 
Sarah  Dunlap.  In  that  State  he  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1836.  His 
excellent  wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  Mr.  Smith  was 
a  Whig  in  politics,  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs  during  his  early  life.  Mrs.  Smith 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a 
most  estimable  lady. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  the  district  schools  received  his  edu¬ 
cation.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  ship¬ 
builder,  which  he  followed  for  some  years,  but  in 
1856  abandoned  that  trade,  and  removed  to  Iowa. 
The  same  year  he  returned  to  his  old  home,  but  in 
1861  again  came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  he 
purchased  a  partly  improved  farm,  upon  which  he 
yet  resides.  Immediately  beginning  the  work  of 
cultivation  and  improvement,  he  now  has  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  comprising  200  acres 
of  highly  cultivated  land.  Man}'  improvements 
have  been  made,  an  elegant  residence  has  been 
erected,  and  one  of  the  best  barns  in  the  com¬ 
munity  built.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  giving  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  of  Short-horn  cattle  and  Norman  horses. 
The  handsome  property  which  he  now  owns  has  all 
been  secured  by  his  own  honest  efforts,  his  industry 
and  perseverance,  and  he  has  now  retired  from 
active  life,  living  upon  the  fruits  of  former  years. 

In  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  in  1855,  our  sub¬ 
ject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza  McGown, 


who  was  born  in  that  State,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Rosa  (Wallace)  McGown,  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  farming  throughout  his  entire  life,  his  death 
occurring  in  1878.  Mrs.  McGown  is  still  living,  and 
resides  in  Pennsylvania.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  they  have  one 
adopted  child,  Frank,  whom  they  have  reared  from 
infancy.  He  is  now  baggage-master  on  the  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  Railroad.  This  worthy  couple 
are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  Cedar  Aralley,  of  which  our  subject  is 
one  of  the  Trustees,  and  is  a  liberal  supporter.  He 
casts  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
served  as  Township  Trustee  and  in  other  local 
offices.  One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Muscatine 
County,  he  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire  growth, 
has  aided  in  its  development  and  cultivation,  and 
has  always  assisted  in  its  every  enterprise  for  the 
public  good.  We  are  pleased  to  record  his  sketch 
among  the  best  citizens,  knowing  that  he  is  well 
deserving  of  the  respect  and  esteem  which  is  uni¬ 
versally  accorded. 
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EORGE  ASK  AM  is  a  leading  farmer  of 
if|  <— ■ >  Goshen  Township,  residing  on  section  29, 
He  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of  March, 
1829,  in  Yorkshire,  England,  of  which  country  his 
parents,  Thomas  and  Anna  Askam,  were  also  na¬ 
tives.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  England,  April  30,  1875,  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-one  years.  Mrs.  Askam 
was  called  to  her  final  home  in  1862,  when  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age. 

George  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  grew  to 
manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm.  In  the  count}’  of 
his  birth  he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1854,  with 
Anna  Hepplestone,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Helen  Hepplestone. 
Both  of  her  parents  are  now  deceased,  the  mother 
having  been  called  to  her  final  home  when  Mrs. 
Askam  was  a  little  child.  For  about  three  years 
the  young  couple  remained  residents  of  England, 
when,  in  1857,  they  embarked  in  a  sailing-vessel 
for  America,  reaching  the  harbor  of  New  York 


after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  forty-five  days.  Com¬ 
ing  directly  to  Muscatine  County,  they  crossed  the 
Mississippi  September  20,  and  since  that  date  have 
been  residents  of  Goshen  Township.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  three  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  Anna,  yet  at  home;  .Tames 
who  is  married,  and  resides  in  Wapsinonoc  Town¬ 
ship;  and  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Richard  Shannon, 
of  Goshen  Township. 

In  1874  Mr.  Askam  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land,  and  some  years  later  bought  an¬ 
other  tract  of  eighty  acres,  making  in  all  160  acres, 
which  comprises  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  It  is  now  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
many  useful  and  ornamental  improvements  have 
been  made,  and  it  is  pleasantly  situated  only  about 
four  miles  from  West  Liberty.  Everything  about 
the  place  denotes  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  thrift 
and  enterprise,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  Muscatine  County.  Politic¬ 
ally,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

- — f-O-i - - 

10 MAS  W.  ROGERS,  miller  of  West  Lib¬ 
erty,  Iowa,  and  one  of  its  prominent  citi¬ 
zens,  was  born  in  1826,  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Hannah  (Whit¬ 
aker)  Rogers,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Key¬ 
stone  State.  The  mother  was  of  English  descent, 
while  the  father  was  born  of  Irish  parentage,  and 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  When  our  subject  was 
about  fourteen  j^ears  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
Beaver  County,  Pa.,  and  at  New  Brighton  Thomas 
learned  the  miller’s  trade,  which  has  been  his  life 
work.  He  remained  in  that  city  until  1856,  when, 
deciding  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  West,  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  the 
milling  business  until  1871,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  West  Liberty.  In  company  with  C.  Wiesfioghe 
purchased  the  mill  which  he  has  since  continued  to 
operate.  It  is  run  by  steam,  has  steam  presses, 
and  does  a  general  milling  business.  The  mill  is 
located  near  the  central  part  of  the  town,  situated 
1  r  conveniently  near  the  depot  and  switch-track,  and 


has  a  capacity  for  fifty  barrels  per  day,  and  a  grind¬ 
ing  capacity  for  chop  feed  of  from  150  to  200 
bushels  daily.  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  thorough  master  of 
his  business,  and  well  deserves  the  liberal  patron¬ 
age  which  he  receives. 

In  1849,  at  the  lime  of  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  Mr.  Rogers  started  from  his  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian  home  for  the  scene  of  the  great  excitement. 
Equipped  with  a  mule  team  he  made  an  overland 
journey,  traveling  continuously  for  ninety-six  days, 
and  after  reaching  his  destination  engaged  in  min¬ 
ing  and  ranching  until  1855,  when  he  returned  to 
his  home  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  and 
New  York  City.  During  the  late  war  he  served  as 
Commissary  Clerk  at  Nashville  for  one  year, 
though  he  was  never  a  regularly  enlisted  soldier. 

In  1858  Mr.  Rogers  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Cilicia  Erwin,  who  was  born  in  New  Brighton, 
Pa.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah  Erwin, 
the  father  a  native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and 
the  mother  of  New  Jersey.  By  their  union  three 
children  have  been  born:  Joseph  H.,  who  is  the 
station  agent  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  Railroad  at  West  Liberty;  and  Charles 
E.  and  Arthur,  both  at  home.  Since  coming  to 
West  Liberty,  by  his  honorable,  upright  course  of 
life,  Mr.  Rogers  has  won  many  friends,  and  they 
have  manifested  their  confidence  in  him  by  elect¬ 
ing  him  to  various  official  positions.  He  has  served 
as  Mayor  of  the  city  for  two  years,  has  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  and  has  also  acted  as 
a  member  of  the  School  Board.  Politically,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  while  socially, 
he  belongs  to  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  a  man  who 
takes  great  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  is  well  informed  on  all  the  leading  issues  of 
the  day,  and  receives  the  highest  respect  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintances. 


Sf!  H.  WRIGHT,  pastor  of  the  Christian  Church 
of  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Morgan 
County,  Ill.,  born  June  1,  1852.  He  is  a 
son  of  Andrew  and  Margaret  O.  (Clarke) 
Wright,  the  former  a  native  of  Sangamon  County, 
Ill.,  the  latter  of  Christian  County,  Ky.,  and  a  de- 
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scendant  of  good  old  Virginian  stock.  The  pater¬ 
nal  grandfather,  Isom  Wright,  who  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Sangamon  Count}',  Ill.,  and  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Andrew  Wright  at  the  early  age  of  eight  years 
was  left  an  orphan.  Thus  bereft  of  the  care  and 
protection  of  kind  parents,  he  was  early  compelled 
to  begin  life’s  battle  for  himself.  Going  to  Cass 
County,  Ill.,  he  there  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  carriage-maker’s  trade,  at  which  he  engaged 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  J.  H., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  F.  M.,  who  is  employed 
as  a  book-keeper  in  St.  Louis;  Eva  M.,  who  is  yet 
at  home;  and  W.  I.,  a  telegraph  operator  in  the 
employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  Company. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  are  still  living,  being  resi¬ 
dents  of  Atlanta,  Ill. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  public  schools  of  Atlanta,  Ill.  By 
working  for  his  father,  and  also  by  teaching  school, 
he  earned  the  money  which  would  carry  him  through 
college,  and  entered  the  College  of  the  Bible  of  the 
State  University  of  Kentucky,  from  which  institu¬ 
tion  he  was  graduated  on  the  8th  of  June,  1876, 
with  first  honors,  no  other  graduate  in  all  its  history 
being  able  to  show  a  better  record.  After  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  studies  Mr.  Wright  returned  to  his 
native  State,  locating  at  Sterling,  and  on  the  1st  of 
October  following  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  pastor  of  the  Christian  Church  in  that 
place.  For  three  years  he  there  continued  his  min¬ 
isterial  duties,  after  which  he  resigned  in  order  to 
become  State  Evangelist  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
The  call  to  this  work  was  very  unexpected,  but  Mr, 
Wright  was  nevertheless  very  successful  in  this 
line  of  Christian  work.  His  arduous  duties  not 
permitting  him  to  study  as  much  as  he  wished,  he 
resigned  during  the  winter  of  1880,  and  accepted  a 
call  as  pastor  of  the  Western  Avenue  Church,  now 
known  as  the  West  Side  Church,  of  Chicago,  Ill. 
He  entered  upon  his  duties  in  the  month  of  May, 
1880,  and  continued  in  that  city  until  August,  1881, 
when  his  many  friends  of  Sterling,  111.,  again  called 
him  to  his  old  charge.  After  one  year  had  passed 
he  again  resigned,  and  after  a  few  weeks’  rest  went 


to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  taking  charge  of  the  Christian 
Church  of  that  city.  Remaining  there  one  year,  he 
then  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  church  at  Rock 
Island,  Ill.,  to  which  he  had  been  previously  called 
twice,  and  remained  in  that  city  for  four  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  the  church  at  Engle¬ 
wood  wished  him  to  become  their  pastor,  but  on 
account  of  ill-health  he  did  not  wish  to  go  to  that 
city,  and  accepted  a  call  from  the  church  at  West 
Liberty,  Iowa.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1887,  he 
became  their  pastor,  and  has  now  entered  upon  his 
second  year’s  work  in  this  place. 

At  Chicago,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1881,  Mr. 
Wright  vvas  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alma  Roe, 
a  native  of  Michigan,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Matindale)  Roe,  who  were  born  in  In¬ 
diana.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child, 
Charles  Henry.  An  earnest  worker  in  the  service 
of  his  Master,  Mr.  Wright  has  been  quite  success¬ 
ful  iii  his  labors,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  man}' 
souls  to  a  knowledge  of  the  only  true  life.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  ministerial  duties  he  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  religious  journals  of  the  church,  and 
has  greatly  advanced  the  work  by  his  eloquence  and 
logic  in  the  lecture  field.  Since  coming  to  West 
Liberty  he  has  made  many  warm  friends,  and  is 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


W.  BALL,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
Wapsie  Weekly  Index ,  of  West  Liberty,  was 
born  in  Carroll  County,  Ohio,  in  1841.  He 
is  the  son  of  James  A.  and  Ann  (Johnson)  Ball,  the 
former  a  native  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  of  Somerset  County.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  Nakan  Ball,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Sarah 
Alexander,  of  Quaker  parentage.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  David  Johnson,  who  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Haldeman,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania. 

James  A.  Ball  was  born  in  1803,  and  left  Penn- 
sylvania  for  Ohio  when  thirteen  years  of  age.  The 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  upon  a 
farm,  his  time  being  alternately  spent  in  attendance 
upon  the  common  schools,  and  assisting  in  farm 
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work.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  potter’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  some  years,  and  also  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  the  winter.  He  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried,  his  first  union  being  with  Sarah  Baum,  of 
Salem,  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren  :  Agnes,  who  married  Charles  Stratton,  is  now 
deceased;  Hannah,  now  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Baxter, 
resides  in  Malvern,  Ohio.  The  others  died  in 
youth.  Mrs.  Sarah  Ball  dying,  he  subsequently 
married  Mrs.  Ann  (Johnson)  Shourds,  by  whom  he 
had  nine  children:  Elizabeth,  now  the  wife  of  W. 
A.  Hunter,  of  West  Liberty;  David  J.,  a  mining 
expert,  now  of  Empire,  Colo.;  N.  W.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  James  M.,  a  hardware  merchant  of 
West  Liberty;  C.  A.,  a  carpenter  of  West  Liberty; 
Eliza,  a  dry-goods  saleslady;  Albert  A.,  a  banker 
of  West  Liberty;  Tamar  Ann  is  at  home;  and  Clara 
M.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

In  1857  the  family  came  to  Muscatine  County, 
locating  at  West  Liberty,  where  Mr.  Ball  engaged 
in  the  grain  trade  and  other  business  enterprises  for 
several  years.  Receiving  the  appointment  of  Post¬ 
master  under  President  Lincoln,  he  continued  to 
fill  the  office  for  many  years  satisfactorily  to  the 
community. 

In  early  life  James  A.  Ball  was  politically  a 
Whig,  but  when  the  slavery  question  was  brought 
prominently  to  the  front,  being  strongly  opposed  to 
the  institution,  he  advocated  the  principles  of  the 
Free  Soil  party.  With  the  latter  organization  he 
affiliated  until  the  Republican  party  was  organized. 
Its  principles  being  in  a  great  measure  identical 
with  those  of  the  Free  Soil  party,  he  transferred  his 
allegiance  to  the  new  party,  with  which  he  co-oper¬ 
ated  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  good  wife  preceded 
him  to  the  better  world  some  three  years. 

“Uncle  James  Ball,”  as  he  was  familiarly  called, 
was  a  modest,  unassuming  man,  one  who  never 
pushed  himself  forward  in  any  way,  or  for  the  ad¬ 
vocacy  of  any  measure;  the  only  notoriety  he 
achieved  was  that  of  being  a  true  type  of  the  hon¬ 
est  man.  While  a  man  of  strong  will,  one  well 
posted  upon  the  affairs  of  his  country,  his  native 
modesty  forbade  him  taking  that  active  part  and 
that  position  in  the  front  to  which  he  was  really  en¬ 
titled.  All  the  worldly  honors  received  in  this  life 


were  forced  upon  him  by  his  friends  and  neighbors 
who  knew  his  worth.  He  was  a  careful  business 
man,  honest  and  upright  in  all  his  transactions,  and 
no  man  in  the  community  was  better  known  or 
more  universally  respected.  From  early  life  he 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  a 
most  sincere  Christian,  and  one  who  was  ever  ready 
to  “give  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  was  in  him.”  In 
his  death  the  family  lost  a  kind  and  indulgent 
father,  the  church  an  earnest  worker,  and  the  com¬ 
munity  one  of  its  most  highly  esteemed  citizens. 

N.  W.  Ball  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  ac¬ 
companied  his  parents  to  Muscatine  County.  In 
his  native  State  he  received  a  good  common-school 
education,  which  he  supplemented  by  private  stnd}^ 
and  reading  in  after  years,  until  he  became  well  in¬ 
formed  upon  almost  every  question  of  public  inter¬ 
est.  After  coming  to  Iowa  he  engaged  for  a  short 
time  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 

On  the  1 1th  of  June,  1862,  Mr.  Ball  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  E,  18th  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  dis¬ 
charge  and  being  finally  mustered  out  Aug.  9,  1865, 
as  Quartermaster  Sergeant  of  the  regiment.  During 
his  term  of  service  the  regiment  operated  upon  the 
frontier,  being  in  many  skirmishes,  but  in  no  his¬ 
torical  battle.  While  its  service  was  not  such  as  to 
“cover  it  with  glory,”  yet  it  was  no  less  beneficial. 

After  his  discharge  Mr.  Ball  went  to  Waynes- 
burg,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  one  year  as  clerk  in  a 
dry-goods  store,  then  returned  to  West  Liberty, 
where  he  engaged  in  same  business,  subsequently 
spending  some  time  at  Columbus  City,  Louisa  Co., 
Iowa,  where  he  was  likewise  engaged  in  trade.  In 
1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marie 
Romaine,  a  native  of  Muscatine  County,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  D.  Romaine,  of  New  York.  By  this 
union  there  were  two  children :  Olive  M.,  a  student 
in  Callanan  College,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  Bertha, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  In  1873  his 
wife  died,  and  he  was  again  married  on  the  18th  of 
May,  1875,  this  time  to  Eudora  E.  Lewis,  a  native 
of  Muscatine  County,  and  daughter  of  John  Lewis, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county.  They  have  one 
son,  John  Austin. 

On  the  completion  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Minnesota  Railroad,  now  the  Burlington, 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


4 


Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern,  to  West  Liberty,  Mr. 
Ball  returned  from  Columbus  City  to  that  place, 
having  received  the  appointment  of  station  agent 
of  the  road,  which  position  he  filled  for  five  years. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  at  that  place 
until  January,  1888,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  spent  in  Colorado,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
mining.  He  then  took  editorial  charge  of  the  In¬ 
dex ,  and  July  1,  1888,  purchased  the  office,  and  is 
now  sole  proprietor  and  editor.  A  glance  at  the 
columns  of  the  paper  will  convince  any  one  that  he 
is  well  fitted  to  the  editorial  harness,  the  paper  un¬ 
der  his  control  taking  rank  with  the  best-edited 
sheets  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ball  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  one 
who  believes  in  the  principles  of  the  party,  and  who 
will  not  believe  that  its  mission  has  ended.  A  party 
with  such  a  grand  record,  composed  of  the  best 
men  of  the  country,  and  its  ablest  statesmen,  is  not 
to  be  cast  aside  while  there  is  good  to  he  accom¬ 
plished  and  men  to  be  made  better.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  Silas  Jackson  Post  No.  255,  G.  A.  R., 
of  West  Liberty,  being  at  this  writing  its  Ad¬ 
jutant. 


J^'OHN  DOUGAN  WALKER,  an  attorney 
and  counselor  at  law,  and  President  of  the 
Farmers’  and  Citizens’  Bank  of  Wilton, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind., 
near  Richmond,  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1818. 
His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Dougan) 
Walker,  and  his  ancestry  on  both  sides  was  of 
Scotch  origin  of  the  Covenanter  faith,  and  were 
driven  out  of  their  native  country  to  the  North  of 
Ireland  by  the  persecution  of  the  Stuarts  in  the 
sixteenth  century.  From  that  country  the  great¬ 
grandfather  emigrated  to  the  Colony  of  Virginia 
previous  to  the  Revolution.  Both  grandfathers 
of  our  subject  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
after  which  his  paternal  ancestor  settled  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  while  his  maternal  grandfather  located  in 
Tennessee.  In  the  year  1795  the  grandfather 
Walker  joined  an  expedition  under  Gen.  Clark  in 
pursuit  of  the  Pottawattamie  Indians,  going  as  far 
north  as  the  present  site  of  LaFayette,  Ind.  His 
report  of  the  country  explored  in  that  expedition 


induced  his  son,  Samuel  Walker,  the  father  of  our 
subject  to  emigrate  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  with  his 
family  in  1808.  The  country  was  then  an  un¬ 
broken  wilderness,  inhabited  only  by  Indians  and 
a  few  straggling,  adventurous  pioneers.  There  he 
remained  through  the  Indian  War  of  1811  and  the 
second  war  with  Great  Britain,  after  which  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming. 

Our  subject  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
primitive  schools  of  his  native  county,  which 
were  then  in  the  most  crude  condition,  but  he  was 
ambitious,  and  obtaining  books  whenever  he  could 
find  them,  studied  with  diligence  at  his  home  dur¬ 
ing  his  leisure  hours.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Fountain  County,  Ind. 
on  the  Wabash  River,  where  they  remained 
about  five  years,  and  from  thence  to  Hendricks 
County,  locating  twenty  miles  west  of  Indianapolis, 
where  the  same  length  of  time  was  spent.  In  1841 
he  came  with  his  father  to  Iowa,  with  the  purpose 
of  seeing  the  country,  with  the  view  to  making 
a  permanent  location.  They  drove  a  flock  of  sheep 
all  the  way  from  Indiana  to  Iowa  Territorv,  selling- 
them  on  reaching  the  border  of  this  State,  then  con¬ 
tinued  their  travels  south  from  Maquoketa  into 
Missouri  and  returned  to  Indiana  without  having 
decided  upon  a  location,  but  Mr.  Walker,  the  father 
had  fully  determined  to  settle  in  Iowa  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  returned  with  his  family  in  the  autumn 
of  1842,  locating  in  Cedar  County,  where  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming. 

At  that  time  John  remained  in  Indiana,  intending 
to  teach  school  and  pursue  the  study  of  lawr,  and 
the  following  May  entered  upon  the  former  pro¬ 
fession.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  while 
teaching  his  second  term  of  school,  his  father  died 
very  suddenly,  and  the  family  being  left  in  straight¬ 
ened  circumstances,  he  was  obliged  to  join  his 
mother  and  her  children,  of  whom  he  was  the  eld¬ 
est,  in  Iowa,  and  render  what  aid  he  could  in  pro¬ 
viding  for  their  maintainance.  Accordingly  he 
came  at  once  to  this  State  and  began  farming  in 
Cedar  County,  where  he  remained  until  1855, 
reading  at  intervals  such  elementary  law  books  as 
he  could  procure.  The  younger  children  being 
now  able  to  manage  the  farm,  in  the  spring  of  that 
year  he  removed  to  Rochester,  where  he  engaged 
* 
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in  business,  and  in  the  fall  of  1856  removed  to 
Wilton,  the  town  being  then  in  its  earliest  infancy. 
In  company  with  Adam  Bair  he  erected  a  two- 
story  building  and  opened  a  store,  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  with  varying  success  until  the  financial 
crash  of  1857,  when  they  were  obliged  to  discon¬ 
tinue  business.  This  ended  the  mercantile  career 
of  Mr.  Walker.  For  the  next  two  years,  he  de¬ 
voted  himself  industriously  to  the  study  of  law  and 
in  the  autumn  of  1860  opened  an  olfice  in  Wilton, 
where  he  obtained  the  appointment  of  Notary 
Public  and  immediately  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  In  1862  he  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
which  office  he  held  until  1866,  when  he  was  dis¬ 
continued  by  Andrew  Johnson.  In  the  autumn  of 
1868  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  District  and 
Circuit  Courts  of  Muscatine  County,  was  re-elected 
in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  in  January,  1873,  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  to  which,  together 
with  real  estate  and  insurance,  he  has  since  devoted 
his  attention. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  original  incorpora¬ 
tors  of  the  Wilton  Seminary  in  1866,  a  high-class 
academic  institution,  was  a  member  of  the  first 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  for  a  time  superintended 
the  erection  of  the  building.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  School  Board  of  Wilton  when  the  fine  public 
school-building  was  erected,  and  gave  his  influence 
to  the  enterprise.  lie  became  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  1849,  and 
lias  held  all  the  offices  up  to  Representative  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  lie  has  also  been  a 
prominent  member  of  various  temperance  societies, 
and  ever  given  his  influence  to  enterprises  tending 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
His  religious  views  are  orthodox,  he  and  his  wife 
both  being  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  an  old-line 
Whig,  butatthe  dissolution  of  that  party  became  a 
Republican,  since  which  time  his  voice  and  vote  have 
ever  been  in  the  support  of  its  principles.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  in  1840,  and  his  last  up  to  this  time,  1889, 
for  the  grandson  of  that  illustrious  gentleman, 
the  Hon.  Benjamin  Harrison,  in  1888. 

On  the  25th  day  of  May.  1865,  Mr.  Walker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Hartman,  a 


daughter  of  George  Hartman,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  three  children — George, 
Frank,  and  Fannie.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  industrious  and  persevering. 
Prudent  and  cautious,  he  is  slow  in  arriving  at 
positive  conclusions,  but  when  once  reached  he 
holds  them  with  great  tenacity,  As  a  professional 
man  he  is  inclined  to  counsel  peace,  moderation, 
and  compromise  rather  than  litigation  in  courts  of 
law,  in  fact,  he  is  said  to  be  too  much  of  a  peace¬ 
maker  for  a  successful  lawyer,  but  this  will  tell 
more  in  his  favor  hereafter  than  the  most  brilliant 
triumphs  at  the  bar.  He  holds  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  is  a  man 
greatly  attached  to  his  family,  and  enjoys  the 
comforts  and  moral  associations  of  a  happy  home. 
He  has  never  been  known  to  betray  a  friend  or  a 
trust,  and  if  he  has  enemies  they  have  never  made 
themselves  known  to  him. 


r/OHN  B.  HUDSON,  the  present  Recorder  of 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  born  in  Lexington,  May  15,  1830, 
and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Hudson,  one  of 
the  pioneer  preachers  of  Muscatine  County,  whose 
sketch  appears  in  this  work.  When  a  child  he  left 
his  native  State,  removing  with  his  parents  to 
Franklin,  Warren  Co.,  Ohio,  where  he  received  a 
liberal  education.  Until  1847  the  family  there 
made  their  home,  when  they  came  to  Muscatine 
County,  where  our  subject  has  since  continued 
to  reside.  Until  1878  he  remained  upon  the 
farm  near  West  Liberty,  but  in  that  year  came 
to  Muscatine,  where  he  secured  employment  as  a 
salesman  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Lewis,  continuing  in 
that  employment  until  1882,  when  he  became  local 
editor  of  the  Muscatine  Tribune.  Two  years  later, 
in  1884,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  office  of  County  Recorder  and  elected 
by  a  handsome  majority.  The  able  and  prompt 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  led  to 
his  re-election  in  1886,  and  the  continuation  of  his 
faithfulness  during  that  term  made  him  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  choice  for  the  oflice  again  in  1888. 

Mr.  Hudson  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
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union  being  with  Jessie  Wiley,  but  before  a  year 
had  passed  away  the  young  wife  was  called  to  her 
final  rest.  He  afterward  became  the  husband  of 
Miss  Louisa  Springer,  daughter  of  Louis  Springer, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county.  By  their 
union  two  children  have  been  born,  Harry  and 
Stanley,  who  are  twins.  Socially,  Mr.  Hudson  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  politically, 
he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 
His  public  and  private  life  lias  always  been  such  as 
to  win  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County. 

R.  DAYID  L.  ROWE,  of  Moscow  Town¬ 
ship,  residing  on  section  6,  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Iowa,  having  been  identified 
with  its  history  for  over  half  a  century. 
He  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  his  birth  occur¬ 
ring  in  Steuben  County,  Dec.  16,  1817.  The  Rowe 
family  is  descended  from  the  Dutch,  and  was 
founded  in  America  by  three  brothers,  Jacob, 
William  and  Smith  Rowe,  who  emigrated  from 
Holland  to  America  in  an  early  day.  The  former 
is  the  direct  ancestor  of  our  subject;  in  fact  he  was 
the  father  of  Christopher  Rowe,  who,  in  turn,  was 
the  father  of  David.  Christopher  Rowe  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  wedded  Elizabeth  Look, 
a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Elsie  (Franklin)  Look.  The  mother 
was  an  own  cousin  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  the 
eminent  philosopher  and  statesman.  After  their 
marriage  the  young  couple  settled  on  a  farm  five 
miles  south  of  Bath,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1836,  at  which  time  they  emigrated  to  the 
West,  locating  in  Iowa,  which  then  formed  a  part 
of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  That  was  more 
than  half  a  century  ago,  and  Iowa  was  considered 
the  extreme  western  boundary  of  civilization.  The 
means  of  travel  were  then  very  primitive,  man 
had  not  yet  learned  the  use  of  steam  as  a  mo¬ 
tive  power,  and  it  required  two  months  and  a  half 
for  Mr.  Rowe  to  make  the  journey.  With  teams 
he  proceeded  to  Olean  Point  on  the  Alleghany 
River,  where  he  embarked  with  his  family  on  a 
1  '  raft!  floating  down  that  river  to  Pittsburgh,  and 


from  there  in  the  same  manner  to  Cincinnati.  Ohio, 
where  he  boarded  a  steamer,  continuing  down  that 
river  to  the  Mississippi,  then  up  to  Davenport.  He 
had  brought  'with  him  from  his  old  home  a  team 
and  wagon,  household  goods  and  the  lumber  with 
which  to  build  a  shelter  when  the}"  should  reach 
their  destination.  Davenport  existed  then  only  in 
name  as  a  ferry  station.  Entering  land  about  six 
miles  above  the  site  of  the  present  city,  Mr.  Rowe 
then  landed  with  his  family  and  such  household 
supplies  as  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  of 
the  rough  boards  erected  a  plain  dwelling.  In 
the  wilds  of  this  now  great  commonwealth  he  made 
a  home  and  improved  a  farm,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  until  1852,  when  he  sold  out,  but  continued 
to  make  his  home  in  Scott  County  until  his  death, 
yet  at  the  time  when  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest 
he  was  visiting  his  children  at  Atalissa.  He  died 
in  the  autumn  of  1860  at  the  age  of  seventy -two 
years,  a  short  time  after  the  celebration  of  his 
golden  wedding.  His  wife  survived  her  husband 
for  a  number  of  years,  dying  in  September,  1878, 
aged  eighty-eight  3-ears. 

Christopher  Rowe  was  a  man  of  more  than  or- 
dinary  ability,  possessing  a  strong  mind  which  was 
well  stored  with  extensive  and  varied  reading.  He 
was  especially  interested  in  religious  subjects,  and 
was  uncommonly  well  versed  in  the  teachings  of 
the  scriptures.  In  earl}-  life  he  was  a  communicant 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  adopted  the  doctrine  of 
universal  salvation,  believing  that  he  found  in  the 
Bible  proof  of  the  faith  that  he  professed,  and  in 
which  he  continued  a  firm  believer.  He  supported 
the  Whig  party  during  its  existence,  but  later  be¬ 
came  a  Republican,  and  was  a  warm  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  that  great  organization.  Mrs. 
Rowe  was  a  companion  to  her  husband  in  all  his 
studies,  and  was  a  woman  of  superior  intellectual 
faculties,  being  far  in  advance  of  the  average,  and 
possessing,  apparently,  many  of  the  characteristics 
of  her  famous  ancestry. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowe  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Those 
living  are:  Y.  R.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y. ;  Dr.  David  L.;  and  Emma  M.,  wife  of  Hon. 
A.  J.  Hyde,  of  Scott  County,  Iowa.  Those  avLlo 
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about  a  year  prior  to  the  death  of  his  mother,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six  years;  Nelson,  who  died  at 
Prairie  City,  Jasper  Co.,  Iowa,  many  years  ago; 
Eliza  A.,  wife  of  lion.  John  P.  Cook,  died  several 
years  ago;  and  George  died  in  Scott  County,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years. 

Dr.  Rowe,  our  subject,  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
which  he  followed  until  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
when  a  new  field  of  labor  presented  itself.  This 
was  no  less  than  an  opportunity  to  exercise  his 
talents  in  a  missionary  field.  Through  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  friends  he  received  an  appointment  as 
teacher  in  what  was  known  as  the  Armstrong 
Academy,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  an  institution 
under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Ramsey  I).  Potts  and 
wife.  It  was  located  at  Ft.  Towson,  in  the  Choc¬ 
taw  Nation,  and  was  established  by  the  Baptist  de¬ 
nomination  for  educating  and  Christianizing  the 
children  of  the  Choctaw  Indians.  This  was  an  in¬ 
teresting  and  valuable  experience  in  the  life  of  Dr. 
Rowe,  and  he  there  continued  as  teacher  for  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  four  years.  In  the  meantime  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  an  uncle,  Dr.  Enos  S.  Look, 
and  from  the  Indian  Territory  removed  to  Clarks¬ 
ville,  Tex.,  where  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
the  lady  whom  he  afterwards  married — Miss  Ann 
E.  Sampson. 

Mrs.  Rowe  was  a  native  of  Brownsville,  Tenn., 
and  a  daughter  of  Rev.  James  and  Margaret  M. 
Sampson.  With  her  parents,  she  removed  from 
her  native  State  to  Arkansas,  where  her  mother 
died,  and  in  1840,  went  to  Texas  with  the  family, 
when  that  State  was  an  independent  republic. 
During  the  remainder  of  his  life,  Rev.  Sampson 
made  that  city  his  home.  He  was  the  father  of 
eleven  children,  three  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
and  was  twice  married,  Mrs.  Rowe  being  a  child  of 
his  first  wife. 

Our  subject  continued  his  preparation  for  the 
medical  profession  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Medical  College  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  in  1854.  In 
the  meantime,  Mrs.  Rowe  had  established  a'  ladies’ 
school  at  Waco,  McClennan  Co.,  Tex.  She  was 
well  fitted  for  this  position,  having  received  a  lib¬ 
eral  education  principally  under  the  direction  of 
her  father,  who  was  a  fine  scholar  and  a  graduate 
i  r  of  the  North  Carolina  State  University.  For  two 
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years  she  was  also  a  student  in  the  Ringwood  Fe¬ 
male  Seminary  at  Boston,  Tex.,  and  later  taught  in 
that  institution  for  a  few  years.  She  continued  in 
charge  of  the  ladies’  school,  above  mentioned,  for 
a  period  of  eight  years,  and  was  very  successful, 
having  to  enlarge  the  facilities  and  employ  a  num¬ 
ber  of  assistant  teachers. 

In  1858,  seeing  the  approach  of  the  storm  which 
was  to  envelope  the  nation  in  the  most  bloody 
struggle  of  modern  times,  the  Doctor  resolved  to  re¬ 
turn  North.  Ilis  sympathy  and  influence  were  on 
the  side  of  the  Government,  and  that  year  found 
him  again  a  resident  of  Iowa.  Locating  at  Atal- 
issa,  he  prosecuted  his  profession  for  twenty  years, 
building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  but  at 
the  end  of  that  time  he  retired  from  active  life, 
and  removed  to  his  fine  farm  on  section  6.  Moscow 
Township,  which  comprises  240  acres.  The  beau¬ 
tiful  home  of  Dr.  Rowe  and  his  wife  is  the  abode 
of  hospitality  and  good  will?  and  all  its  surround¬ 
ings  indicate  taste  and  refinement.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  five  children, 
four  sons  and  a  daughter:  Richard  IL,  who  is  liv¬ 
ing  in  Atchison,  Kan.;  James  S.,  a  leading  grain 
dealer  of  Atalissa;  Ida  L.,  wife  of  H.  W.  Lewis,  of 
Creston,  Iowa;  Clarence  C.,  who  is  living  in  Ateh- 
inson,  Kan.;  and  Chester  W.,  a  resident  of  Malcolm, 
Iowa.  It  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  us  to  present 
the  portraits  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rowe  to  the  readers 
of  this  work. 


ON.  DEWITT  CLINTON  RICIIMAN,  late 
Judge  of  the  Second  Circuit  of  the  Seventh 
Judicial  District  of  Iowa,  and  an  early  set¬ 
tler  of  Muscatine,  was  born  at  Somerset, 
Perry  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  1,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  Evert  and  Mary  (Scott)  Richman.  The  family 
of  Richman  is  of  Holland  origin,  the  name  being 
originally  spelled  “Ryckman,”  a  style  of  orthog¬ 
raphy  still  preserved  by  one  branch  of  the  family. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrated 
from  Holland  to  America  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  settled  in  New  York  City. 

His  son,  John  Ryckman,  the  grandfather  of  Judge 
D.  C..  was  born  in  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  on  the  11th  '  f 
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of  March,  1767,  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade  and 
engaged  in  business  in  New  York  City.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  returned  to  New  Jersey,  and  engaged  in 
the  tanning  business  at  Paterson,  where  he  owned 
considerable  property.  In  the  pioneer  clays  of 
Ohio  he  removed  to  that  State,  where  he  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age,  dying  near  Zanesville,  on  the  17th  of 
January,  1842.  His  son  Evert,  the  father  of  Judge 
Richman,  was  educated  for  the  ministry,  and  for 
several  years  was  engaged  in  that  holy  calling. 
Finding  the  demands  of  a  large  family  greater 
than  his  income,  he  determined  to  seek  a  more  lu¬ 
crative  profession,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of 
law.  He  served  several  years  as  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  was  afterward  Asso¬ 
ciate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Perry  County,  but  was  never  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  was  a  thorough  student  and  possessed  intellectual 
faculties  of  a  high  order.  His  interest  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  social  and  political  events  of  his  day  led  to 
his  attaining  some  note  as  a  writer  for  the  press. 
He  was  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  attained  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  order.  His  death  occurred  at  Som¬ 
erset,  Ohio,  in  1828,  in  the  thirty -seventh  year  of 
his  age,  and  he  was  buried  by  his  brethren  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  who  erected  a  fine  monument 
to  his  memory. 

The  wife  of  Evert  Richman,  who  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Bensalem, 
Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intelli¬ 
gence  and  force  of  character,  and  possessed  the 
natural  peculiarities  of  her  race--prudence,  economy 
and  religious  zeal.  Left  a  widow  with  a  large 
family  of  young  children  to  care  for,  and  with  but 
limited  means,  she  fought  the  battle  of  life  bravely, 
and  reared  her  children,  six  sons  and  a  daughter,  to 
habits  of  industry  and  usefulness,  giving  them  the 
best  educational  advantages  her  limited  means 
would  permit.  Soon  after  her  husband’s  death  she 
removed  to  her  native  town  in  Bucks  Count}',  pa., 
and  subsequently  came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where 
her  death  occurred  in  1873,  in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  her  age.  She  was  honored  and  loved  by  all 
who  knew  her.  Her  memory  is  cherished  in  the 
hearts  of  her  children,  whom  she  lived  to  see  oc¬ 
cupy  honorable  and  useful  positions  in  society. 

When  but  three  years  of  age,  having  lost  his 
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father,  our  subject  removed  with  his  mother  to  the 
town  of  Bensalem,  Pa.,  where  he  attended  school 
until  attaining  his  twelfth  year,  when  he  engaged 
in  farm  work.  The  succeeding  four  years  were 
spent  in  that  vocation.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
engaged  as  merchant’s  clerk  in  a  store  at  Philadel¬ 
phia;  a  year  later  he  accepted  a  like  position  in  a 
store  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained  until 
his  eighteenth  year,  and  in  1844  came  West  to  seek 
his  fortune.  Coming  directly  to  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
he  was  employed  in  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of 
his  elder  brother,  John  Richman,  then  a  prominent 
merchant  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that 
city’'.  This  brother  was  never  married,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  1850.  In  1846  DeWitt  returned 
to  Trenton  and  resumed  his  clerkship  in  the  store, 
where  he  remained  until  1853,  when  he  again  sought 
the  West  and  became  a  premanent  resident  of  Mus¬ 
catine.  He  had  previously  taken  up  the  study  of 
law,  and  on  coming  the  second  time  to  this  city  en¬ 
tered  the  office  of  his  brother,  J.  Scott  Richman,  a 
leading  attorney  of  Muscatine,  since  on  the  Iowa 
bench.  Our  subject  pursued  his  studies  under  the 
preceptorship  of  his  brother,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1855,  and  a  partnership  was  then  formed  by 
the  brothers  under  the  firm  name  of  Richman  & 
Bro.  An  extensive  and  lucrative  practice  resulted 
from  their  joint  efforts,  and  the  connection  was 
continued  until  1863,  when  it  was  dissolved  by  the 
elder  brother  being  appointed  to  the  bench.  De 
Witt  then  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  Carskadden, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Richman  &  Carskadden. 
This  became  one  of  the  strongest  law  firms  in 
Eastern  Iowa,  both  members  being  distinguished 
as  able  jurists  in  the  State  and  National  Courts. 
The  connection  was  continued  until  1878,  when  it 
was  dissolved  by  the  appointment  of  the  senior 
partner  to  the  bench  of  the  Second  Circuit  of  the 
Seventh  Judicial  District  of  Iowa.  Of  the  career 
of  Judge  Richman  on  the  bench,  perhaps  we  can¬ 
not  do  better  than  to  quote  from  the  daily  press  at 
the  time  of  his  resignation.  In  speaking  of  the 
proposed  retirement  from  the  bench  of  Judge  D. 
C.  Richman,  the  Davenport  Democrat  of  Dec.  22, 
1882,  says:  “It  can  be  said  of  him  that  he  has  ful¬ 
filled  the  duties  of  the  position  in  as  satisfactory  a 


manner  as  any  Judge  who  has  ever  occupied  the  \  r 
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bench  in  this  district,  and  that  is  pretty  high  praise. 

Miss  Mary  Berdine,  daughter  of  Jacob  C.  and  Ma- 

Judge  Richman  is  learned  in  the  law,  spotless  in 

tilda  Berdine.  She  was  born  at  Trenton,  N.  J., 

character,  prompt  in  decision  on  the  bench  and  in 

where  her  parents  formerly  resided.  Both  were 

reserved  decisions,  and  in  all  ways  conscientiously 

natives  of  New  Jersej7,  were  of  Revolutionary  an- 

just.  There  is  an  air  of  purity  and  dignity  in  his 

cestry,  and  were  consistent  members  of  the  Pres- 

administration  of  his  duties  that  elevates  his  office 

byterian  Church.  They  came  to  Iowa  after  their 

in  the  eyes  of  men.”  Judge  Richman  was  ap- 

daughter’s  marriage,  and  for  several  years  resided 

pointed  to  the  Judgeship  by  Gov.  Gear,  March  22, 

at  Muscatine.  They  subsequently  removed  to  Dav- 

1878,  which  appointment  was  subsequently  indorsed 

enport,  and  there  the  mother  died.  The  father 

by  his  unanimous  election  to  a  second  and  third 

returned  to  Muscatine,  where  he  is  now  living. 

terms.  Previous  to  the  expiration  of  his  third  term, 

Judge  and  Mrs.  Richman  were  the  parents  of  two 

the  Judge  tendered  his  resignation,  to  take  effect  on 

children:  Scott  Clinton,  born  in  1856,  died  in  in- 

the  1st  of  March,  1883.  The  reason  given  in  his 

fancy;  Irving  Berdine,  born  at  Muscatine,  Oct.  17, 

letter  to  the  Governor  was  that  he  could  not  afford 

1861,  was  graduated  from  the  academic  department 

to  devote  any  more  time  to  the  position,  and  hoped 

of  the  Iowa  State  University  in  the  class  of  June, 

that  a  more  liberal  compensation  might  be  fixed 

1883,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  his 

for  his  successors.  The  Governor’s  letter  in  re- 

father’s  office  at  Muscatine.  In  January,  1884,  lie 

sponse  says: 

was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  subsequently  clerked 

“I  regret  your  thus  leaving  a  responsible  position 

in  his  father’s  office  until  1886,  when  he  was  ad- 

wherein  you  have  given  universal  satisfaction,  and 

mitted  into  partnership,  under  the  firm  name  of  D. 

trust  that  in  whatever  business  you  hereafter  en- 

C.  Richman  <fe  Son,  which  connection  has  continued 

gage,  you  shall  meet  with  that  certain  success  which 

to  this  date.  Irving  was  married  at  Muscatine  on 

I  believe  you  merit. 

the  7th  of  June,  1887,  becoming  the  husband  of 

“Your  obedient  servant, 

Miss  Elizabeth  Green,  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  Green. 

“Buren  R.  Sherman.” 

He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 

At  the  time  of  tendering  his  resignation,  in  De- 

and  is  now  President  of  the  Young  Men’s  Demo- 

cember,  1882,  Judge  Richman  formed  a  partnership 

cratic  Club  of  Muscatine.  lie  is  an  energetic  and 

with  George  M.  Titus  in  the  law,  real-estate,  and 

promising  young  lawyer,  whose  future  success  is 

loan  business,  which  connection  continued  until 

only  a  question  of  time. 

1886,  when  it  was  dissolved,  and  the  Judge  took 

In  politics  Judge  Richman  was  a  Whig  in  early 

his  son,  Irving  B.,  into  partnership  in  the  same 

life,  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that  party  joined 

business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Richman  &.  Son. 

that  of  the  Republicans,  with  which  he  was  identi- 

The  new  firm  is  now  two  years  old,  and  is  doing  an 

fled  many  years.  During  the  late  war  he  labored 

extensive  business. 

earnestly  to  encourage  enlistments  for  the  army 

The  history  of  the  financial  institutions  of  Mus- 

and  to  aid  the  sick  and  disabled  soldiers  and  their 

catine  shows  that  the  Judge  has  been  prominently 

families.  He  devoted  time  and  money  to  a  zealous 

identified  with  two  of  the  leading  banking  houses 

and  patriotic  support  of  the  Government,  and  was 

of  the  city.  lie  was  an  early  stockholder  and  di- 

always  to  be  relied  on  to  do  his  share  in  every 

rector  of  the  Merchants’  Exchange  Bank,  and  is 

emergency  in  those  trying  times.  He  is  not  in 

now  serving  in  that  capacity  in  its  successor,  the 

strict  accord  with  the  tenets  of  the  Republican  party 

First  National  Bank.  lie  was  the  principal  mover 

of  1888  as  set  forth  in  the  National  platform  on  the 

in  the  organization  of  the  Muscatine  Savings  Bank, 

subject  of  the  tariff,  but  rather  favors  the  position 

of  which  he  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director. 

taken  by  ex-President  Cleveland  in  his  message  of 

Both  these  institutions  are  prosperous,  and  paying 

December,  1887,  and  consequently  must  be  classed 

good  dividends. 

among  the  independents.  In  his  youth  Judge 

At  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  on  the  20th  of  September, 

Richman  was  brought  up  under  the  auspices  of  the 

1' 

1855,  Judge  Richman  was  united  in  marriage  with 

Methodist  Church,  but  as  lie  grew  older  lie  became  w 
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liberal  in  his  views  and  affiliated  with  the  Univer- 
salists  until  1868,  when,  acting  in  concert  with  his 
estimable  wife,  he  joined  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  he  is  now  a  Deacon.  He  has 
taken  especial  interest  in  Sabbath-school  work,  and 
for  many  years  was  President  of  the  Sabbath-school 
Association.  He  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest 
in  everything  calculated  to  educate  and  improve 
the  young. 

As  a  lawyer  Judge  Richman  has  been  identified 
with  many  important  cases  both  in  State  and 
Federal  Courts.  His  admission  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Iowa  dates  back  to  the  “fifties,”  and  his 
admission  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  at  Washington  occurred  in  1869.  In  the 
history  of  the  Iowa  bar  his  name  is  entitled  to 
rank  among  the  foremost.  He  has  distinguished 
lumself  not  only  for  legal  ability,  but  for  his  earn¬ 
est  and  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his 
clients,  and  his  high  appreciation  of  his  profes¬ 
sional  honor.  While  he  has  made  a  success  of  his 
profession,  his  tastes  have  led  to  the  more  peaceful 
and  reflective  fields  of  literature.  Meditative  and 
imaginative,  as  a  child  he  began  scribbling  poetry 
in  the  school-room,  and  no  doubt  indited  sonnets 
to  his  first  love  in  pinafores.  As  time  advanced 
the  habit  grew  upon  him,  and  in  later  years  he 
published  a  collection  of  his  poems  under  the  title 
of  “The  Talisman  and  Other  Poems.”  In  a  brief 
biography  published  of  the  Judge  in  the  Muscatine 
Journal  of  recent  date,  appears  the  following  com¬ 
plimentary  allusion  to  his  literary  work:  “Mr. 
Richman  in  his  creative  modes  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  republic  of  letters,  the  chaste  rhet¬ 
oric  and  thought  of  his  muse  in  ‘The  Talisman  and 
Other  Poems,’  and  notably  in  the  epics  he  has  read 
before  the  alumni  of  Griswold  College  and  the 
State  University,  and  in  his  public  addresses;  but 
he  might  still  greatly  interest  his  countryman,  be¬ 
sides  laying  the  youth  of  our  land  under  grateful 
obligations,  if  he  could  find  time  to  tell  in  the 
plainest  of  prose  the  story  of  his  youth’s  discipline 
and  acquirements.”  Having  reached  the  limit  of 
our  space  we  will  close  with  another  extract  from 
the  same  article  written  by  a  fellow-citizen.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  marriage  of  Judge  Richman,  the  writer 
says: 


“The  marriage  of  Judge  Richman  with  Miss 


Berdine  occurred  in  Brook^n,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  20, 
1855,  and  how  fruitful  it  has  been  of  happiness  to 
both,  and  of  good  and  pleasure  in  all  its  relations 
and  influences  with  Muscatine  life,  can  be  attested 
by  church  and  society,  and  by  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  homes  that  crowns  the  most  picturesque 
bank  of  our  great  river.” 


ffcILLIAM  A.  HUNTER,  a  retired  farmer 
\j2JI  residing  in  West  Liberty,  and  a  pioneer  of 
VW  Muscatine  County  of  1842,  is  a  native  of 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1824.  He  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Rosanna  (Lafferty)  Hunter,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  On  the 
paternal  side  he  is  of  Irish  descent,  his  paternal 
grandfather,  Alexander  Hunter,  being  a  native  of 
Ireland,  while  on  the  maternal  side  he  is  of  Scotch 
origin.  Samuel  Hunter  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  in  1842,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  children, 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1848.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  William, 
of  this  sketch,  being  the  eldest;  Joseph,  a  farmer 
of  Wapsinonoc  Township;  Ellen,  who  died  in  1848; 
Mary,  wife  of  William  Phillips,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Wapsinonoc  Township;  Sarah,  deceased  wife  of 
William  Lane,  who  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in 
the  same  township;  Samuel,  who  died  iu  1868,  and 
John,  also  deceased.  Mrs.  Hunter  survived  her 
husband  many  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1870. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  people  highly  esteemed  for  their  many  excel¬ 
lencies  of  character. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  received 
such  education  as  the  country  schools  of  a  new  com¬ 
munity  afforded.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
with  the  aid  of  a  brother,  he,  took  charge  of  the 
home  farm  of  160  acres,  and  developed  from  the 
raw  land  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  highly  cul¬ 
tivated  farms  in  the  township.  In  1849  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Barbara  Fraseur,  one  of 
Ohio’s  fair  daughters,  after  which  he  rented  a  farm 
for  two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  by 
industry  and  economy,  he  was  able  to  purchase  a 
farm,  and  became  the  owner  of  160  acres  on  section 
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23  of  Wapsinonoc  Township,  and  immediately  be¬ 
gan  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  One  child, 
Charles  W.,  was  there  born  to  them,  but  died  in 
infancy.  On  the  16th  of  October,  1879,  Mr.  Hun¬ 
ter  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
and  shortly  after  he  left  the  farm  where  so  many 
happy  years  were  passed,  and  removed  to  West 
Liberty,  where  he  is  now  living  a  retired  life.  He 
was  again  married  in  1881,  becoming  the  husband 
of  Elizabeth  Ball,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  James  Ball,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  volume. 

In  his  earlier  years  Mr.  Hunter  belonged  to  the 
political  party  known  as  the  Know-Nothing  party, 
but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
became  one  of  its  supporters,  and  yet  casts  his  bal¬ 
lot  with  the  same.  His  life  has  been  one  of  industry 
and  usefulness.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  175  acres 
of  land,  besides  some  town  property,  which  has 
been  secured  by  his  own  efforts  of  patient  toil  and 
energ}\  His  life  for  almost  half  a  century  has 
been  identified  with  the  history  of  Muscatine 
County,  its  interests  have  been  his  interests,  its 
growth  and  prosperity  are  largely  due  to  his  efforts. 

Mr.  Hunter  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of 
Deacon,  and  none  are  more  universally  respected 
than  they. 


^  AMUEL  G.  KELLEY,  proprietor  of  the 
Uly  Lake  Creamery,  of  AVilton,  Iowa,  one 
l)  of  the  most  important  manufacturing  en- 
terprisesof  Muscatine  County,  and,  indeed, 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  was  born  in  Holmes 
County,  Ohio,  Dec.  22,  1836,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  59th 
Battalion  of  Ohio  Volunteers.  In  March,  1865,  he 
came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  lie  purchased  a 
fine  farm,  comprising  160  acres  in  Fulton  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  still  owns.  In  1856  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Shannon,  who  is  also 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  a  family  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
living,  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  William,  who 


is  connected  with  his  father  in  the  creamery  busi¬ 
ness;  Louisa,  wife  of  Sumner  Bookwalter,  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Samuel  L.,  -who  for  many 
years  was  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  is 
now  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Toledo 
Iowa;  Bert,  Orange,  Thomas  D.,  and  Rita. 

Mr.  Kelley  may  be  regarded  as  the  pioneer  of  the 
creamery  industry  of  Muscatine  County,  lie  began 
collecting  cream  from  the  farmers  in  1876,  having 
erected  a  creamery  on  his  farm  in  Fulton  Town¬ 
ship.  lie  began  operations  on  a  small  scale, 
driving  only  one  wagon,  but  his  business  rapi  By 
increased,  and  in  1881  he  erected  a  creamery  at 
AVilton.  The  following  year  the  creamery  on  his 
farm  was  discontinued,  while  that  at  AA'ilton  was 
enlarged.  In  1886  he  lost  his  factory  by  fire,  in¬ 
volving  a  serious  loss,  but,  with  characteristic  en¬ 
ergy,  he  rebuilt  at  once,  and  on  a  larger  scale.  II  is 
present  building  is  a  substantial  brick  structure, 
which  has  a  capacity  of  turning  out  about  2,000 
pounds  of  butter  a  day,  and  during  the  summer 
season  the  actual  amount  manufactured  is  from 
800  to  1,200  pounds  per  day.  The  growth  of  the 
Lily  Lake  Creamery  may  be  somewhat  realized 
from  the  fact  that  twelve  wagons  are  now  used  in 
collecting  the  cream,  traveling  over  extensive 
routes,  and  branch  factories  have  been  built  at  AA'est 
Liberty  and  at  Lone  Tree.  The  “Lily  Lake”  but¬ 
ter,  for  such  the  brand  is  called,  is  equal  to  any  in 
the  market,  it  being  conceded  that  the  famous  El¬ 
gin  butter  is  not  superior.  Mr.  Kelley  has  recently 
been  experimenting  with  dairy  butter,  purchasing 
the  same  in  a  generally  unsalted  condition  and  sub¬ 
jecting  it  to  a  finishing  process  that  converts  it  into 
a  first-class  article.  This  branch  of  the  business 
promises  to  be  an  important  enterprise.  Besides 
its  manufacturing  interests  the  firm  does  an  ex¬ 
tensive  produce  business.  The  importance  of  this 
industry,  as  conducted  by  Mr.  Kelley  and  his  son, 
is  very  great,  especially  to  the  farmers  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  as  the  firm  pays  out  to  them  an 
amount  of  money  averaging  nearly  $100,000  per 
year,  and  which  lias  reached  the  large  sum  of  $140,- 
000.  Mr.  Kelley  also  devotes  much  attention  to  the 
raising  of  fine  cattle,  and  has  kept  in  times  past  on 
his  fine  farm  in  Fulton  Township  a  herd  of  about 
thirty  thoroughbred  Short-horns,  which  lie  recently 
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sold,  having  rented  his  farm.  In  the  spring  of 
1889  Mr.  Kelley  started  a  cheese  factory  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  creamery,  commencing  with  the 
milk  from  about  600  cows,  with  a  capacity  to  man¬ 
ufacture  about  1,800  pounds  per  day. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Kelley  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  one  of  the 
progressive  citizens  of  Muscatine  County,  and  the 
growth  and  development  of  his  material  interests 
attest  his  ability  as  a  business  man. 


ILLIAM  JOHNSTON,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Wilton,  Iowa,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  Dec.  20,  1817.  His  father, 
Rev.  William  Johnston,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Sligo,  Ireland,  in  1791.  He  received  a  liberal  edu¬ 
cation,  and  is  said  to  have  mastered  seven  lan¬ 
guages.  He  adopted  the  ministry  as  a  profession, 
becoming  a  noted  clergyman  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  For  a  long  time  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  British  Government,  and  in  1815 
came  to  New  York  City  in  that  service,  being  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wife  and  youngest  child.  He 
did  not  then  intend  to  become  a  resident  of  the  New 
World,  but  the  vessel  on  which  they  embarked  en¬ 
countered  some  very  severe  storms,  and  was  in 
great  danger  of  destruction,  which  so  affected  Mrs. 
Johnston  that  she  would  never  again  consent  to 
cross  the  ocean,  hence  the  father  decided  to  make 
his  future  home  in  America.  Two  children  had  re¬ 
mained  in  England,  a  sou  and  daughter;  the  latter 
died  in  that  country  in  girlhood,  while  the  former 
became  a  resident  of  America  after  reaching  man¬ 
hood. 

For  several  years  Rev.  Johnston  devoted  his  at¬ 
tention  to  preaching  and  teaching  in  New  York 
City.  There  he  met  Prof.  Ray,  who  has  gained  ce¬ 
lebrity  by  his  series  of  school  books,  and  with  whom 
he  had  attended  school  in  early  life.  The  Professor 
was  somewhat  influential  in  inducing  Mr.  Johnston 
to  engage  in  the  profession  of  teaching,  for  which 
his  attainments  so  well  qualified  him.  During  the 
next  few  years  he  was  located  at  various  places, 
where,  as  in  New  Y"ork,  he  engaged  both  in  teaching 
and  preaching.  First  he  was  at  Wellsbnrg,  W.  Va., 


from  thence  to  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  then  to 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  later  to  Athens  County, 
from  thence  to  Meigs  County,  the  same  State, 
where  his  wife  died.  He  next  received  a  call  from 
the  church  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  going  from  thence  to  Ft.  Recovery,  Ohio, 
where  he  again  married,  and  then  came  to  Iowa,  in 
1856,  purchasing  a  farm  in  Cedar  Township,  on 
which  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1863,  in  the 
seventy-second  year  of  his  age.  He  possessed  a 
superior  education,  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  ability,  and  was  closely  wedded  to  the  church 
of  his  choice.  By  his  first  marriage  nine  children 
were  horn,  two  of  whom  died  in  childhood;  Fannie 
died  in  England,  and  Zachariah  died  after  the  family 
came  to  America.  One  of  the  deceased  sons, 
Hezekiah,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  with  Mexico, 
and  died  in  the  service.  Only  four  children  are 
now  living:  William,  Maty,  Noah,  and  Elizabeth. 
There  were  five  children  born  of  the  second  mar¬ 
riage. 

William  Johnston,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith’s  trade 
for  four  3'ears,  after  which  he  followed  that  occu¬ 
pation  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  On  the  6th  day 
of  May,  1855,  he  landed  at  Muscatine  from  the 
steamer  “Golden  Sheaf,”  being  accompanied  by  his 
family,  which  consisted  of  his  wife  and  five  chil¬ 
dren,  and  by  I.  N.  Gabriel  and  his  family.  To¬ 
gether  they  had  journeyed  from  their  old  home  in 
Athens  County  to  seek  homes  in  the  comparatively 
new  State  of  Iowa.  Leaving  their  families  near 
Mt.  Vernon,  the  two  men,  with  a  team,  traveled 
over  much  of  the  State,  seeking  a  desirable  location, 
and  finally  decided  to  locate  in  Cedar  County. 
Purchasing  land  on  section  31,  Inland  Township, 
they  made  homes  for  their  families,  and  Mr. 
Gabriel  resided  on  that  farm  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  a  number  of  years  ago.  Developing  a 
farm  from  the  land  which  he  first  purchased,  Mr. 
Johnston  there  resided  until  1879,  when  he  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  farm  life  and  removed  to 
Wilton,  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 

In  Ohio,  Mr.  Johnston  married  Miss  Louisa 
Holmes,  and  to  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born 
nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters.  Two 
of  his  sons  fought  in  defense  of  the  old  flag  during 
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the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Albert  J.  being  a  member 
of  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  Sylvanus  of  the  24th 
Iowa  Infantry,  They  are  both  now  residents  of 
Ida  Grove,  Iowa.  The  eldest  child  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Edwin  is  also  a  resident  of  Ida  Grove,  Ida 
Co.,  Iowa;  Iladasah  is  now  Mrs.  H.  C.  Perry,  and 
resides  in  Wilton;  Arminta  wedded  Mr.  Amos 
Ford,  and  is  a  resident  of  Grinnell;  Olivia,  a 
teacher,  Emma,  and  Mattie  are  all  at  home.  Mr. 
Johnston  came  to  Iowa  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
has  seen  the  country  developed  from  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  to  its  present  advanced  con¬ 
dition  of  prosperity.  A  poor  man  when  he  began 
the  improvement  of  his  prairie  farm  in  Cedar 
County,  he  has  by  industry  and  perseverance  se¬ 
cured  a  competency,  and  he  and  his  faithful  wife, 
iu  their  pleasant  home  in  Wilton,  surrounded  by 
all  the  comforts  of  life,  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
former  labors.  In  politics  Mr.  Johnston  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  and  in  slavery  days  was  an  Abolitionist. 
He  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Wilton,  and 
has  ever  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  lias  come  in  contact. 


«  ?l«.  «o» 


|EV.  JOHN  HUDSON,  one  of  the  pioneer 
preachers  of  Muscatine  County,  who  was 
numbered  among  its  honored  citizens,  was 
^Iborn  in  Lexington,  Fa}^ette  Co.,  Ky.,  July 
19,  1800,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  His  literary 
education  was  received  at  Transylvania  University, 
and  his  theological  at  Princeton  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  of  which  he  is  the  oldest  of  the  Alumni  now 
living,  and  in  1887  he  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
graduates  of  that  institution.  He  chose  the  minis¬ 
try  as  his  profession,  being  a  preacher  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  faith,  entering  on  the  duties  of  bis  holy 
calling  in  1822.  About  the  year  1830  he  removed 
to  Warren  County,  Ohio,  being  pastor  of  the 
Church  at  Franklin  for  fourteen  3rears.  In  1844 
he  removed  to  Maury  County,  Tenn.,  where  he 
was  called  to  take  charge  of  a  Presbyterian  Church, 
also  to  become  President  of  the  Union  Seminary, 
Stanley  Matthews,  late  one  of  the  Chief  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  brother  Charles,  each  filling  a  professor’s  depart¬ 


ment  in  that  institution.  He  returned  to  Franklin, 
Ohio,  being  re-called  by  his  church  in  Franklin, 
and  later  went  to  Xenia,  Ohio,  remaining  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  that  place  until  May, 
1847,  when  he  received  an  invitation  to  became  the 
stated  supply  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  then  having  the  name  of  Bloomington, 
which  he  accepted.  In  that  city  he  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  erection  of  the  first  Presbyterian 
church-edifice  in  the  city,  which  is  still  standing, 
but  has  long  since  been  transformed  into  a  wagon- 
shop.  In  1849  he  removed  to  a  farm  near  West 
Liberty,  which  he  had  purchased  while  residing  in 
Muscatine,  and  in  that  community  organized  a 
society  and  built  a  house  of  worship,  which  was 
afterward  removed  to  West  Liberty.  His  efforts 
in  behalf  of  the  church  were  untiring,  his  labors 
unceasing,  preaching  in  destitute  places  and  to 
feeble  churches,  establishing  Sabbath-schools  and 
organizing  churches  and  laying  the  foundation  for 
future  churches,  and  not  only  by  precept,  but  also 
by  example,  taught  the  people  the  meaning  of  a 
Christian  life. 

While  residing  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  Rev.  Hudson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Bell,  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  to  them  were  born  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living  at  this  date,  1889: 
Mary  B.  (her  first  marriage  was  to  Rev.  James 
Gallatin,  a  popular  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church),  wife  of  Nicholas  C.  Millhouse,  of  Keota, 
Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  who  wedded  I)r.  C. 
L.  Chambers,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  John  B.,  the  pres¬ 
ent  Recorder  of  Muscatine  County;  Sally,  wife  of 
Charles  Millhouse,  of  Keota;  Francis  and  William 
C.  The  latter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Flora  Al¬ 
ger,  and  now  occupies  the  old  homestead  near  West 
Liberty.  In  1884  the  father  of  these  children  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years  and  seven 
months.  She  also  was  a  member  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  cheerfulty  doing 
what  she  could  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause  of 
Christ  on  earth. 

For  over  forty  years  Rev.  Hudson  has  been  a 
citizen  of  Iowa,  having  located  in  Muscatine 
County  in  1847.  On  his  arrival  everything  was 
in  an  undeveloped  condition;  few  improvements 
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had  been  made,  and  the  future  of  this  great  com¬ 
monwealth  could  never  have  been  dreamed  of  even 
by  the  most  imaginative.  Progress  has  made  such 
rapid  strides  until  now  a  church  and  school-house 
grace  nearly  every  hillside,  and  the  State  is  popu¬ 
lated  with  a  well-educated,  contented,  and  prosper¬ 
ous  people,  countless  manufactories  have  been  in¬ 
troduced,  a  perfect  network  of  railroads  cross  and 
recross  each  other,  penetrating  every  corner  of 
this  grand  State,  while  the  telegraph  and  telephone 
wires,  which  can  scarcely  be  numbered,  permit  men 
to  address  a  message  or  hold  a  conversation  with 
others  miles  away.  To  be  permitted  to  be  an  eye¬ 
witness  of  this  vast  improvement  is  certainly  an 
honor,  but  to  be  an  active  participant  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  changes  is  a  favor  not  shown  to  everyone,  but 
among  those  who  have  had  the  liberty  of  aiding 
in  this  great  work  is  Rev.  John  Hudson,  who  has 
always  nobly  borne  his  part  and  cheerfully  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  devolving  upon  him.  He  is 
still  living  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-eight,  and 
resides  in  Keota,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa. 


* - - A- 

IfelLLIAM  B.  FRYBERGER  is  the  earliest 
\w//  settler’  now  livin§5  in  Moscow  Township, 
ww  and  few  have  longer  been  residents  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Goshen, 
Clermont  Co.,  Ohio,  July  1,  1807,  and  is  a  son  of 
Peter  Fryberger,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  in  earty 
life,  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  where  several  years 
were  passed.  He  then  went  to  Clermont  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha 
Brand,  and  five  children  were  born  unto  them, 
three  daughters  and  two  sons:  Elizabeth,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  Storer,  and  after  his  death  wedded  John 
Galancy,  is  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Mary  Fisher  died 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Rebecca  Heaton  died  in 
Muscatine  many  years  ago;  Moses  died  in  Ohio;  and 
William  B.,  of  this  sketch,  completes  the  family. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  a  party,  consisting  of 
Peter  Fryberger,  his  son  William  B.,  and  Absalom 
Fisher,  his  son-in-law,  left  Ohio  and  made  a  trip  to 
Iowa  to  view  the  country,  in  order  to  select  a  lo¬ 
cation.  They  visited  various  parts  of  the  State, 
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but  being  better  pleased  with  Muscatine  County 
than  any  other  community,  Mr.  Fryberger  entered 
and  purchased  land  to  the  amount  of  1,200  acres. 
The  same  season  the  party  returned  to  Ohio.  Of 
the  land  then  secured,  the  father  gave  to  each  of 
his  sons  a  quarter-section  of  land,  and  to  his  sons- 
in-law,  Absalom  Fisher  and  Silas  Heaton,  he  gave 
the  same  amount.  A  few  months  later,  in  the  fall 
of  1839,  our  subject  once  more  came  to  this  county, 
bringing  with  him  his  family,  consisting  of  wife 
and  four  children,  and  located  on  the  quarter-sec¬ 
tion,  which  has  been  his  home  continuously  since, 
a  period  of  fifty  years.  The  following  spring  his 
father  came  to  Muscatine  County,  settling  on  land 
just  west  of  the  farm  of  our  subject,  but  made  his 
home  with  William.  He  was  then  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  He  did  not  engage  in  the  active 
duties  of  farm  life,  but  spent  his  time  in  the  lighter 
labors,  and  many  days  passed  In  hunting.  He  was 
very  fond  of  that  sport,  and  as  game  of  all  kinds 
was  very  abundant,  had  ample  opportunity  to 
gratify  his  taste  in  that  direction.  He  later  went 
to  Muscatine,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  making  his  home  with  his  granddaughter, 
Janetta,  with  whom  he  lived  until  his  death.  He 
formed  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the 
county,  and  was  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

While  a  resident  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Fryberger,  our 
subject,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Janetta 
Eveland,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children:  Martha 
Ann,  who  married  Harvy  Boggs,  and  died  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  ago;  Mary,  who  wedded  John  Maylone, 
and  died  June  7,  1863;  Janetta  became  the  wife  of 
John  Moore,  and  after  his  death  wedded  William 
Edwards,  who  died  four  years  later,  when  she  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  Thomas  Webb;  Wilson,  the 
youngest  child,  is  living  at  Moscow. 

Mr.  Fryberger  is  numbered  among  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Muscatine  County.  He  has  endured 
trials  and  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life  such  as 
the  youths  of  the  present  generation  would  never 
dream  of,  but  has  been  permitted  to  see  the  coun¬ 
try,  which  was  then  wild  and  uncultivated,  trans¬ 
formed  into  one  of  the  richest  sections  of  the  S 
while  the  county  is  in  the  foremost  rank  with  t 
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of  this  great  commonwealth.  Twice  during  the 
earlier  days  of  his  settlement,  Mr.  Fryberger  was 
forced  to  drive  to  Maquoketa,  a  distance  of  sixty 
miles,  to  mill,  in  order  that  they  might  have  flour 
for  bread.  While  crossing  Wapsipinicon  Creek, 
he,  at  one  time,  got  into  quicksand,  and  had  great 
difficulty  in  extricating  himself.  The  mosquitoes, 
too,  were  very  bad,  causing  him  great  annoyance, 
and  preventing  him  from  obtaining  any  sleep.  At 
length  reaching  the  mill,  his  grain  was  ground  and 
he  started  on  his  homeward  journey,  but  when  night 
came  no  house  was  near,  and  he  was  forced  to  camp 
out.  The  night  was  made  hideous  by  the  howling 
of  wolves,  but  he  finally  reached  home  in  safety. 
This  is  but  one  of  the  many  numerous  difficulties 
which  go  to  make  up  pioneer  life,  but  as  time 
passed,  settlements  became  more  numerous,  and  rail¬ 
roads  were  built  in  the  county,  bringing  with  them 
every  luxury  known  to  the  civilized  world.  Mr. 
Fryberger  has  always  been  a  man  of  temperate 
habits.  In  his  early  days  whisky  was  thought  to 
be  indispensable  at  the  time  of  harvest.  When 
about  five  j^ears  old,  he  Mras  one  day  sent  to  the 
field  with  a  bottle  of  whisky,  and,  filled  with  a 
curiosity  to  know  what  the  men  drank,  he  pulled 
out  the  cork  and  swallowed  some  of  the  liquor. 
Even  on  his  way  back  it  had  begun  to  take  effect, 
for,  on  meeting  a  neighbor,  he  thought  the  man 
was  drunk,  and  by  the  time  he  reached  home  he 
was  totally  under  its  influence.  Sleeping  off  the 
effects  he  resolved  to  be  temperate,  and  to  this 
resolution  he  has  since  adhered.  When  past  his 
fortieth  year  he  quit  the  use  of  tobacco  in  every 
form.  1 1  is  father  was  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  his  sons  have  all  followed  his  example. 
Mr.  Fryberger  is  universally  known  throughout 
the  county,  and  receives  the  highest  respect  of  all. 
A  portrait  of  this  honored  pioneer  is  given  on 
another  page. 

- 


f'A  ICHAEL  G.  RESLEY  is  one  of  the  well- 
\V  known  citizens  and  early  settlers  of  Mus¬ 
lim  catine  County,  who  dates  his  residence  in 
this  community  back  to  1850,  when  his 
father,  Henry  Resley,  came  with  his  family  to  Iowa. 


The  father  was  born  in  Virginia  on  the  20th  day  of 
February,  1795,  and  was  of  German  descent,  though 
the  family  had  lived  in  that  State  during  several 
generations.  In  early  life  he  learned  the  trade  of 
milling,  which  he  followed  for  a  livelihood,  but 
when  the  War  of  1812  broke  out  he  abandoned 
business  pursuits  and  entered  into  military  service. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Esther  Stalle,  who 
was  born  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  July  8,  1798,  and 
they  removed  from  Virginia  to  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
shortly  after  their  marriage.  In  that  county  they 
were  numbered  among  the  pioneers,  and  there  Mr. 
Resley  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  clearing  away  the 
timber,  developed  a  farm,  making  it  his  home  until 
the  fall  of  1850,  when,  in  company  with  his  family, 
he  emigrated  to  Iowa.  The  winter  following  their 
arrival  the  family  spent  in  the  house  of  Nathaniel 
Tobin,  in  Goshen  Township,  and  the  succeeding 
spring  removed  to  the  farm,  on  which  our  subject 
now  resides.  Purchasing  146  acres  of  land  the 
father  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  May  28,  1874,  he  surviving  his  wife 
several  years,  her  death  having  occurred  on  the  9th 
of  September,  1857. 

They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children  who  grew 
to  man  and  womanhood,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
with  the  exception  of  James,  the  eldest,  who  was 
killed  in  Ohio  many  years  ago;  Michael  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  in  order  of  birth;  Christie  Ann  is  the  widow  of 
L.  L.  Ireland;  Esther  Ann  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead  with  our  subject;  Sarah  married  Carlos 
Bratt,  and  now  resides  in  California;  John,  who 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  as  a  member  of 
Company  I,  lltli  Iowa  Infantry,  removed  from  this 
county  to  Polk  Count}',  but  later  returned  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  where  he  resided  until  his  removal 
to  Dakota  in  1883;  Ellen  wedded  Dr.  David  Wes¬ 
son,  and  is  living  in  Cherokee  County,  Kan. 

Michael  G.  Resley,  our  subject,  who  resides  on 
section  8,  Moscow  Township,  was  born  in  Knox 
County,  Ohio,  Feb.  27,  1827.  With  his  brother-in- 
law,  L.  L.  Ireland,  he  emigrated  to  Muscatine 
County  in  1849,  being  the  first  of  the  family  to 
visit  Iowa.  Returning  to  his  home  the  same  year 
he  made  preparations  toward  permanently  locating 
in  this  State,  and  in  1850,  accompanied  by  his 
father’s  family,  again  came  to  this  county,  where 
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he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres,  together  with 
a  pleasant  home,  and  with  him  resides  his  sister 
Esther. 

Mr.  Resley  served  his  country  as  a  soldier  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  war,  gallantly  fighting  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Union.  He  was  assigned  to  Company 
I,  of  the  lltli  regiment  of  Iowa  Volunteers,  and 
with  the  command  marched  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  whence 
he  proceeded  with  Sherman  on  the  celebrated  march 
to  the  sea.  He  took  part  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington  City,  the  greatest  military  pageant 
ever  seen  on  the  Western  Continent,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  home.  Mr.  Resley  is  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  and  well-known  citizens  of  Muscatine 
County,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  the  grand 
old  pioneer  element  which  is  fast  passing  away.  He 
is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a 
member  of  Atalissa  Post,  G.  A.  R.  A  portrait  of 
this  honored  gentleman  is  given  on  another  page. 


FREDERICK  OEPING,  a  prominent  citizen 


and  representative  farmer  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  18,  Moscow  Township,  is  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Muscatine  County. 
He  was  born  in  Prussia,  Feb.  5,  1830,  and  is  a  son 
of  Henry  Oeping,  who  resided  in  Prussia  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  the  autumn  of  1848.  He 
left  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  but  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  our  subject  none  ever  became  residents 
of  America.  The  members  of  the  family  living  are 
Frederick,  Casper,  and  Henry.  Elizabeth  died  in 
1888,  leaving  a  family,  while  the  other  daughter 
died  early'  in  life. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock-raising,  which  he  has  followed  through¬ 
out  his  entire  life.  When  quite  a  young  lad  his  great¬ 
est  desire  was  to  cross  the  broad  ocean  to  America, 
and  in  1845,  when  fifteen  yrears  of  age,  a  fine  op¬ 
portunity  presented  itself  by  which  he  might  realize 
his  ambition.  His  maternal  uncle,  Henry  Peitsman, 
being  about  to  embark  for  the  United  States,  of- 
ferred  to  pay  the  passage  of  his  young  nephew  if 
he  would  accompany  him.  Frederick  quickly  de¬ 
cided  to  accept  his  uncle’s  generous  proposition, 


and  his  parents  making  no  objections  the  matter 
was  soon  settled.  They'  sailed  from  the  harbor  of 
Bremen  about  the  middle  of  August,  1845,  landing 
at  Baltimore  after  a  passage  of  six  weeks.  Going 
at  once  to  New  York,  where  a  relative  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  was  living,  they  remained  until  fall,  when  the 
entire  party',  consisting  of  the  uncle,  his  relative  in 
Pennsylvania,  Christian  Ruhrrup,  and  our  subject, 
came  to  Muscatine  County.  Frederick  assisted  his 
uncle  in  improving  a  farm  in  Wilton  Township, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  the  Lang  property,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall  and  winter  of  1846  was  afflicted  with 
fever  and  ague,  then  so  common  in  the  West.  The 
disease  reduced  him  to  quite  a  low  state,  but  he 
received  the  tenderest  care  from  Frederick  Stone- 
burner.  a  kind  old  gentleman  and  pioneer  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  hi  the  spring  of  1847,  having  somewhat 
recovered  his  health  and  strength,  he  engaged  to 
work  for  Jesse  Stoneburner,  a  son  of  his  benefactor. 
Their  relations  being  mutually  agreeable,  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  employ  for  seven  years,  when  Mr. 
Stoneburner  died.  He  then  worked  for  the  widow 
a  year,  after  which  he  rented  the  farm  for  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  twelve  months. 

On  St.  Valentine’s  Day,  Feb.  14,  1855,  Mr.  Oep¬ 
ing  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline 
Pflueger,  who  was  born  in  Waldeck,  Germany, 
June  8,  1830-.  Her  parents  died  in  that  country, 
and  she  came  with  friends  to  America  during  her 
girlhood,  and  for  about  six  years  made  her  home 
in  the  family'  of  a  Mr.  Paulson.  In  1858  she  came 
to  Muscatine  County,  residing  with  an  uncle  until 
her  marriage.  She  also  had  a  sister  who  came  to 
America  in  1847,  and  died  in  the  spring  of  1882. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oeping  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters:  Diana, 
born  Feb.  2,  1857;  Henry,  Aug.  18,  1858;  Hiram, 
Oct.  19,  1860;  Charles,  Oct.  8,  1862;  Frederika, 
Dec.  9,  1865;  John,  Oct.  24,  1867;  Edward,  Nov. 
2,  1869,  and  Lillie  Ann,  Dee.  19,  1871. 

Soon  after  marriage  our  subject  and  wife  settled 
upon  the  farm  where  they  yet  reside.  No  improve¬ 
ments  of  any  importance  had  at  that  time  been 
made  on  the  place,  with  the  exception  of  a  little 
log  cabin  that  had  been  built  and  a  few  acres  that 


had  been  broken.  The  farm  at  first  comprised 
about  120  acres,  but  from  time  to  time  Mr.  Oeping 


has  added  to  the  original  purchase  until  he  now 
owns  about  400  acres  in  Moscow  Township,  to¬ 
gether  with  some  land  in  Goshen  Township.  As 
we  have  seen,  he  is  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
this  community.  Coming  here  in  the  days  of  his 
youth  he  has  passed  all  his  mature  years  on  his 
present  farm  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  Begin¬ 
ning  life  a  poor  boy,  by  energy,  industry  and  per¬ 
severance  he  has  acquired  a  competence,  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  beautiful  home  and  fine  farm,  the  result 
of  his  own  labor.  He  is  numbered  among  the  most 
successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  county, 
and  as  a  citizen  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
all.  He  is  a  lover  of  peace  and  order,  and  has  never 
had  a  lawsuit  in  his  life,  preferring  to  make  com¬ 
promises  and  concessions  than  to  resort  to  law.  He 
has  counseled  his  neighbors  and  friends  to  settle 
any  misunderstanding  which  may  arise  between 
one  another  in  like  manner,  and  in  that  wa}r  has 
prevented  many  a  lawsuit  and  much  bitter  feeling. 
Held  in  high  esteem  by  all,  in  loving  remembrance 
by  many,  he  is  honored  as  a  pioneer,  and  is  re¬ 
garded  as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
county. 

ROSSMAN  &,  HUFF,  Loan  and  Real  Estate 
ill  Agents,  No.  109  West  Second  street.  A 
good  firm  to  do  business  with.  Try  them 
and  they  will  do  you  good. 

- — * 


^  RAWFOR1)  SMITH,  a  resident  of  Wilton, 
is  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Iowa, 
having  located  in  Cedar  County  in  1849. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  having  been 
born  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  March  17,  1817.  His 
father,  George  Smith,  was  also  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  of  English  ancestry,  and  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Martha  Brandon, 
being  the  mother  of  our  subject.  When  Crawford 
was  but  a  lad  his  parents  removed  to  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Cincin¬ 
nati,  which  -is  now  included  within  the  corporation 


limits  of  the  city.  There  Mr.  Smith  engaged  in 
farming,  and  also  kept  a  hotel,  residing  in  that 
community  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when 
our  subject  was  ten  years  of  age.  He  was  the 
father  of  twenty-one  children,  nine  by  his  first 
marriage,  and  twelve  by  his  second.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Smith  removed  to 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  a  year  later  to 
Greene  County,  in  the  same  State,  where  she  passed 
the  remainder  of  her  life. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and  on  the  14th  of  October,  1847,  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  with  Miss 
Moriah  Babb,  a  daughter  of  Robinson  and  Rachel 
(Bailey)  Babb,  who  were  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Va.,  April  10, 
1826,  and  when  a  small  child  removed  with  her 
parents  to  Greene  County,  Ohio.  Her  mother  died 
March  21,  1862,  in  Cass  County,  Ind.,  to  where  the 
family  had  removed  in  1847,  and  the  father  died 
only  a  short  time  afterward.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children  who  grew  to  maturity,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Besides  Mrs.  Smith, 
three  brothers  of  the  family  are  yet  living:  David, 
who  resides  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Reese,  who  is 
living  near  Logansport,  Ind.,  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  his  parents  first  settled  on  going  to  that 
State;  and  James  Madison,  who  is  also  residing  on 
that  farm.  The  deceased  were:  William,  the  eldest 
of  the  family,  who  died  in  Cass  County,  Ind.; 
Mrs.  Charity  Ann  McClure  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Jane 
Reder. 

About  eighteen  months  after  their  marriage  Mr. 
Smith,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  came  to  Iowa, 
arriving  at  his  destination  in  April,  1849,  and  set¬ 
tled  on  a  new  farm.  Thenceforward  he  made  but 
one  change  in  location  until  he  retired  from  the 
more  active  duties  of  life,  and  purchased  the  pres¬ 
ent  home  at  Wilton  in  1876,  where  he  has  since 
enjoyed  that  rest  and  retirement  which  a  life  of 
active  industry  had  fitted  him  so  well  to  appreciate. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  never  been  blessed  with 
children,  but  they  reared  to  womanhood  Ella 
Johnson,  who  married  William  W.  Walter,  and  is 
now  living  in  Horace,  Greeley  Co.,  Kan.  In  poli¬ 
tics  our  subject  was  a  Whig  in  early  life,  and  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Gen.  William  Henry  Ilarri 
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1840,  and  voted  for  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Har¬ 
rison,  in  1888,  having  been  an  ardent  Republican 
since  the  organization  of  that  party.  He  and  his 
wife  have  long  been  faithful  and  consistent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  have 
been  residents  of  this  immediate  vicinity  for  the 
long  period  of  forty  years,  during  which  time  they 
have  witnessed  the  great  changes  that  have  taken 
place,  for  the  State  had  then  just  begun  to  develop 
into  what  it  has  now  become,  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  States  of  the  Union.  In  their  pleasant 
home  in  Wilton  they  are  passing  the  declining 
years  of  life,  conscious  of  having  performed  their 
dut}',  and  to  them  the  esteem  of  all  is  given. 


j!L_  ERMAN  H.  NOLTE,  a  farmer  residing  on 
!|HY)  section  9,  Wilton  Township,  was  born  in 
Hanover,  Germany,  Feb.  12,  1819,  and  was 
one  of  a  family  of  seven  children:  John 
(deceased),  Angel,  Herman  H.,  Frederick,  William, 
Henry,  and  Melissa,  all  of  whom  came  to  America, 
with  the  exception  of  the  youngest.  His  parents 
came  to  this  country  in  1 852,  making  their  home  with 
our  subject  until  their  death.  The  mother  departed 
this  life  on  the  20th  of  August,  1856,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years  and  seven  months,  and  the  father 
died  at  the  home  of  his  son  William  about  two  years 
later. 

Herman  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  coun¬ 
try  until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  sailed  from 
the  port  of  Bremen  and  landed  in  Baltimore  after 
a  long  voyage  of  eleven  weeks.  Immediately  after 
his  arrival  he  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  worked 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  city  for  five  and  a  half  years, 
engaged  in  farming,  after  which  he  removed  to 
Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  where  for  a  year  and  a  half 
he  followed  the  same  occupation.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  time  he  wedded  Miss  Sarah  M.  Pad- 
gitt,  their  union  being  celebrated  Sept.  30,  1847. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Ohio,  March  25,  1828,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Rachel  Padgitt,  who 
were  natives  of  Maryland,  born  on  the  coast  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  the  date  of  the  father’s  birth  be¬ 
ing  March  26,  1799,  the  mother  born  in  1789. 
They  both  died  at  the  home  of  their  daughter, 


Mrs.  Nolte;  the  death  of  the  father  occurring  Dec. 

13,  1880,  the  mother  departing  this  life  on  the  13th 
of  February  of  the  same  year,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-one.  The}-  removed  from  Mainland  to 
Ohio,  and  thence  went  to  Indiana,  where  they  lived 
for  many  years,  and  finally,  when  they  had  attained 
to  old  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nolte  brought  them  to 
their  Iowa  home,  that  the}'  might  care  for  and  ad¬ 
minister  to  their  comfort  in  their  old  age.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Padgitt  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  all  are  living:  Will¬ 
iam  is  a  resident  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Mary  Chambers  is  living  in  Muscatine  County; 
John  makes  his  home  in  Dupont,  Ind.;  Jacob  died 
in  Kentucky  in  April,  1888;  Mrs.  Nolte  is  the  next 
in  order  of  birth ;  and  Levi  is  living  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ind. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Nolte  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Indiana  and  continued  its  cultivation  until  1865. 
when  he  came  to  Muscatine  County,  and  for  nine 
years  was  a  resident  of  Bloomington  Township.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm,  which  was  then  but  slightly’'  improved, 
but  by  the  care  and  labor  which  he  has  bestowed 
upon  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  is  120  acres  in  extent.  On  his  arrival 
in  America  but  $1  remained  of  the  little  store  with 
which  he  started,  but  his  industry  and  persever¬ 
ance,  together  with  the  assistance  of  his  estimable 
wife,  have  secured  a  pleasant  and  comfortable  home 
and  a  fine  farm,  which  is  proof  that  success  comes 
to  those  who  labor  for  it. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nolte  thirteen 
children  have  been  born,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  namely:  John  F.,  Sarah 
J.,  Martin  C.,  Julia  A.,  Mary  R.,  Herman  H.,  Eliza¬ 
beth  N.,  William  P.,  Thomas  C.,  Olive  M.,  Charlie 
E.,  and  Edward.  Laura  E.  died  in  1863,  when  only 
one  year  of  age.  In  their  pleasant  home  in  Wilton 
Township  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nolte  have  reared  then- 
large  family  of  children,  most  of  whom  are  settled 
in  life,  while  all  are  useful  and  honored  members 
of  society,  of  whom  any  parent  might  be  proud. 

The  father  and  mother  were  for  many  years  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  since  coming  to 
Wilton,  Iowa,  as  there  was  no  organization  of  that 
denomination  in  the  vicinity,  Mrs.  Nolte,  together  i  r 
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with  some  of  her  children,  has  united  with  the 
Methodist  Church,  Mr.  Nolte  still  continuing  his 
connection  with  the  Baptist  Church  of  Muscatine, 
while  all  of  the  family  are  members  of  some  relig¬ 
ious  body.  Thus  briefly  have  we  sketched  the 
history  of  this  family,  which  for  many  years  has 
held  a  high  position  in  the  social  world  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  and  are  numbered  among  the  leading 
citizens. 


II ARLES  B.  DAVIS,  one  of  the  early  set¬ 
off  ^  tiers  of  Muscatine  County,  residing  on  sec- 
tion  24,  Goshen  Township,  was  born  in 
1833,  at  Bennington,  Vt.,  near  the  famous  Revolu¬ 
tionary  battle-ground  of  Bennington.  His  pater¬ 
nal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  gallantly  fighting  for  the  freedom  of 
his  country.  The  parents  of  Charles,  James  and 
Thankful  (Bissell)  Davis,  wrere  also  natives  of  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  in  that  State  the  father  worked  in  a  cot¬ 
ton  factory  until  his  death,  which  occurred  several 
years  ago.  Mrs.  Davis  also  departed  this  life 
long  since. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  received  his  education.  When  a  j'oung  man 
he  left  the  parental  roof,  and  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself,  in  1850  emigrated  to  Kane  County,  Ill., 
locating  near  Aurora,  which  was  then  a  smalltown. 
For  five  years  he  continued  to  reside  in  that  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  then  continued  his  journey  to  the 
West  until  he  reached  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  near 
which  city  he  was  employed  as  a  farmhand  until 
the  fall  of  1 860,  when  he  came  to  Muscatine  County, 
arriving  on  the  22d  day  of  November.  Duringthe 
winter  of  1860-61  he  engaged  in  hunting  and  trap¬ 
ping,  and  in  the  following  spring  worked  at  break¬ 
ing  prairie  fop  William  G.  Holmes.  As  the  crops 
ripened  he  also  engaged  in  harvesting,  but  in  Au¬ 
gust  of  1861  abandoned  business  pursuits  to  re¬ 
spond  to  his  country’s  call  for  troops  to  put  down 
the  Rebellion,  enlisting  in  Goshen  Township  outlie 
16th  day  of  August.  With  the  regiment  he  was 
sent  to  Camp  McClellan,  near  Davenport,  and  as¬ 
signed  to  Company  D  of  the  8th  Iowa  Infantry. 
During  most  of  his  service  he  did  scouting  duty  in 


Missouri,  and  participated  in  the  raid  after  Gen. 
Price.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  wounded, 
being  run  over  by  artillery,  after  which  he  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  in  1863.  Re¬ 
turning  to  Muscatine  County  he  there  remained 
until  the  following  spring,  when  he  went  with  the 
pioneer  corps,  working  in  Mississippi  and  Tennessee 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Once  more  returning  to  Muscatine  County,  Mr. 
Davis  began  farming  on  shares,  and  in  1864  pur¬ 
chased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section  4,  Pike  Town¬ 
ship.  To  this  he  subsequently  added  another  40- 
acre  tract,  but  later  traded  the  whole  amount  for  a 
partly  improved  farm  of  160  acres  in  Goshen 
Township,  where  he  now  resides.  There  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  log  cabin  upon  this  land,  which  constituted  al¬ 
most  the  entire  improvement,  but  this  cabin  has 
long  since  given  way  to  a  fine  brick  residence.  He 
has  also  erected  a  good  barn,  and  now  has  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  this  section,  well  stocked  with  a 
good  grade  of  Short-horn  cattle,  and  Clydesdale 
and  Norman  horses.  The  land  is  now  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  everything  about  the  place 
denotes  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  thrift  and  enter¬ 
prise.  The  home  is  pleasantly  situated  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  Atalissa. 

In  1863,  when  Mr.  Davis  returned  from  the  war, 
he  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Muscatine  County, 
with  Mary  E.  Stotler,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Stoffer)  Stot¬ 
ler,  who  were  also  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Her 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  in 
1854  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County,  settling  in 
Pike  Township,  where  he  pre-empted  and  improved 
land.  His  death  occurred  in  February,  1874,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  his  wife  departed  this 
life  in  1855,  soon  after  her  arrival  in  this  county. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davis:  Edgar  B.,  Sarah  T.,  and  Mary  M.  Polit¬ 
ically,  our  subject  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Charles 
Michener  Post  No.  362,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Atalissa.  He 
has  witnessed  a  greater  part  of  the  growth  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  having  become  one  of  its  residents 
when  the  settlers  were  so  few  that  one  person  knew 
everyone  else  in  the  community,  lie  drove  to 
church  with  an  ox-team  and  lived  the  life  of  a  true 
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pioneer,  cheerfully  enduring  the  hardships  which 
come  to  those  who  make  homes  in  a  new  country. 
In  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good  he  has 
taken  a  prominent  part,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  self-made  men  of  the  county,  having  gained 
all  that  he  now  possesses  by  his  own  honest,  untir¬ 
ing  energy  and  perseverance  since  his  return  from 
the  war. 


JASPER  W.  BLACKSTONE  is  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  Wilton  Township, 
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residing  on  section  22,  where  he  has  lived 
since  1861,  at  which  time  his  father,  Moses 
G.  Blackstone,  purchased  the  place.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Maine,  Feb.  24,  1809,  and  was  the  son  of 
Josiah  Blackstone,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Pine  Tree  State,  but  removed  to  New  York,  and 
thence  to  Warren  County,  Ohio,  when  Moses  was 
about  nine  years  old,  and  there  passed  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  on 
the  17 tli  of  October,  1832,  led  to  the  marriage 
altar  Miss  Melinda  S.  Hill,  a  native  of  Lansing, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  Y.,  born  March  8,  1814.  She 
removed  to  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  with  her  par¬ 
ents,  in  the  days  of  her  girlhood,  and  in  that  county 
her  father  departed  this  life  soon  after  his  arrival. 

Mr.  Blackstone  remained  a  resident  of  the  Buck¬ 
eye  State  until  1860,  when  he  emigrated  to  Iowa, 
and  the  following  year  settled  upon  the  farm  where 
his  wife  and  son  now  reside.  He  was  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  township,  an  honorable, 
upright  citizen,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him.  Politically,  he  advocated  the  principles 
of  the  Whig  party  in  earlier  life,  but  in  after  years 
cast  his  ballot  with  the  Republican  party.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church,  an  earn¬ 
est  Christian  gentleman,  and  a  liberal  supporter  of 
the  Gospel.  Two  children  were  left  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  a  loving  father,  our  subject,  and  Amanda, 
wife  of  Josiah  W.  Briggs.  Three  children  of  the 
family  are  deceased:  The  eldest,  a  son,  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  ;  Jane  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years;  Newton,  who  was  born  in  1 845,  enlisted 
in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  as  a  member  of  the 
35th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  for  three  years. 
He  lost  his  health  through  the  hardships  of  his 
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army  experience,  coming  home  an  invalid,  and  died 
June  17,  1866.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier,  but  did 
not  live  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  victory. 

Jasper  W.  Blackstone,  the  only  surviving  son  of 
the  family,  was  born  in  Ohio,  Aug.  3,  1842,  and  since 
the  removal  of  his  family  to  Iowa  has  resided  upon 
the  old  homestead.  In  1872  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  Nannie  E.  Mansfield,  a  daughter  of 
Lemuel  Mansfield.  She  died  on  the  13th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1872,  at  the  birth  of  their  only  daughter,  Nan¬ 
nie  I.,  who  is  now  sixteen  years  of  age.  Our  sub¬ 
ject’s  farm  contains  120  acres  of  fine  land  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  and  in  his  pleasant  home 
reside  with  him  his  mother  and  daughter.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  ranks  among  the  enter¬ 
prising  and  progressive  citizens  of  Wilton  Town¬ 
ship. 


lOEV‘DENNIS  AL0NZ0  WATTERS,  pas- 
t0r  °f  th<3  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
^  \\  Wilton’ Iowa’  was  boni  in  Belmont  County, 
W  0hio’  on  the  2d  of  May,  1849,  and  is  a  son 
of  Henry  A.  and  Catherine  (Kemp)  Watters.  When 
he  was  about  four  years  of  age,  in  1853,  his  parents 
removed  to  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  near  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  West  Liberty,  where,  with  the  exception  of 
three  years,  1857  to  1860,  which  he  spent  in  Ohio 
with Jiis  paternal  grandmother,  after  the  death  of  his 
mothei,  the  days  of  his  childhood  and  youth  were 
passed.  His  primary  education  was  received  in  the 
district  schools,  which  he  attended  during  the  winter, 
while  his  summer  months  were  spent  in  aiding  with 
the  labors  of  the  farm.  Ini  867,  desiring  to  fit  himself 
for  the  profession  of  teaching,  he  entered  the  Iowa 
State  University  at  Iowa  City,  from  which  institu¬ 
tion,  in  1871,  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Didactics.  He  afterward  studied  theology  in 
the  Garrett  Biblical  Institute  at  Evanston,  Ill.,  and 
was  licensed  to  preach  at  Bellaire,  Ohio,  by  the 
Barnes ville  District  Conference  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  on  the  11th  day  of  February,  1873.  The 
following  year,  becoming  a  resident  of  Iowa,  he 
joined  the  Iowa  Conference  at  Bloomfield  in 
September,  since  which  time  he  has  served  as 
pastor  of  several  charges,  all  in  the  Muscatine  Dis- 


trict.  II is  first  call  was  from  the  church  at  Letts- 
ville,  where  he  remained  three  years,  from  1874 
until  1877,  after  which  he  was  pastor  at  Oxford  for 
two  years,  from  1877  until  1879,  then  had  charge 
of  the  church  at  Koszta  for  one  year.  His  next 
pastorate  was  at  Victor,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years,  from  1880  to  1883,  after  which  he  had  charge 
of  the  Muscatine  circuit  until  1886,  when  he  was 
appointed  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Wilton,  in 
which  he  is  now  serving  his  third  year. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1876,  Rev.  Watters  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  E.  McKeever, 
of  Barnesville,  Ohio,  and  of  their  union  two  children 
have  been  born,  Raymond  E.  and  Millie,  aged  nine 
and  seven  years  respectively.  Mr.  Watters  has  the 
honor  of  being  a  relative  of  the  Rev.  William  Wat¬ 
ters,  the  first  American  itinerant  preacher  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  present  charge, 
Wilton,  is  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  organized 
churches  in  the  Iowa  Conference,  and  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  200.  Every  department  is  under  the 
most  careful  and  systematic  management,  while  the 
church  is  noted  for  its  benevolent  spirit,  giving 
liberally  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause,  and  is 
the  banner  missionary  charge  of  the  conference. 


llEDERICK  MILLER,  a  leading  and  repre- 

Psentative  farmer  of  Moscow  Township,  re¬ 
siding  on  section  21,  was  born  in  Germany, 
May  30,  1834,  while  his  father  was  also  a  native  of 
that  country,  born  Nov.  13,  1796.  When  a  youth 
Frederick  Miller,  Sr.,  learned  the  cooper’s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  a  livelihood  until  his  emi¬ 
gration  to  America.  In  his  native  land  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sophia  Christina  Charlotta 
Rasa,  and  in  1844,  accompaned  by  their  family, 
they  sailed  for  America.  Embarking  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  at  Bremen  they  sailed  across  the  broad  At¬ 
lantic,  their  destination  being  Galveston.  Tex.,  but 
on  reaching  that  city  many  reports  of  the  un- 
healthiness  of  the  climate  were  heard,  which  caused 
Mr.  Miller  to  select  another  location.  Going  to 
New  Orleans  he  there  made  his  home  until  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring.  In  the  meantime  he  met  a  gentle¬ 
man  by  the  name  of  Fink,  whom  he  had  known  in 


the  Old  World,  and  who  was  a  resident  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County.  Giving  a  good  report  of  Iowa  he 
induced  Mr.  Miller  to  make  his  future  home  in 
this  community,  so,  accompanied  by  bis  family,  he 
boarded  a  steamer,  which  landed  him  at  Muscatine 
in  the  spring  of  1845.  After  a  few  days  had 
passed,  during  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  look¬ 
ing  up  a  location,  he  purchased  a  farm  on  section 
22,  Moscow  Township,  and  continued  its  cultiva¬ 
tion  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  September, 
1865.  His  wife  survived  her  husband  several 
years,  when  she  was  called  to  her  final  home.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  who  came  with 
them  to  America,  and  all  are  yet  living,  namely: 
Henry,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Muscatine;  Chris¬ 
tina,  wife  of  Henry  Kaufman,  of  Cedar  County, 
Iowa;  Frederick,  of  this  sketch;  Johanna,  who  wed¬ 
ded  Adolph  Gottbrecht,  of  Muscatine;  Barney,  a 
resident  farmer  of  Bloomington  Township;  and 
Charles,  who  is  living  in  Muscatine  County. 

Mr.  Miller  was  a  man  highly  esteemed  for  his 
many  excellencies  of  character,  was  numbered 
among  the  worthy  citizens  of  Muscatine  County, 
and  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  business  or  pleasure  brought  him  in  contact. 

In  his  political  sentiments  he  advocated  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  religiously,  lie 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

The  earlier  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  in  his  na¬ 
tive  land,  being  about  eleven  years  of  age  when, 
with  his  parents,  he  came  to  Muscatine  County. 
Forty-four  years  have  passed  since  that  time,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  he  has  remained  a 
resident  of  this  community.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  later,  as  before  stated,  went  to  the 
Crescent  City,  where  he  was  engaged  in  loading  and 
unloading  boats  by  contract.  About  this  time 
great  excitement  was  caused  by  the  question  of  the 
extension  of  slaveiy,  and  war  threatened.  Being  a 
friend  to  the  Government  Mr.  Miller  returned  to 
Iowa,  and  without  interruption  has  remained  a 
resident  of  Muscatine  County. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
union  being  with  Martha  Forhouer,  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  in  1851.  After  twelve  j^ears  of  happy 
wedded  life  her  death  occurred,  and  on  the  13th  of  i  > 
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March,  1873,  Mr.  Miller  wedded  Miss  Anna  Schum- 
berg,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  who 
came  to  America  in  company  with  her  mother  in 
1871.  By  the  first  union  four  children  were  born: 
Regina,  Fred,  Charles,  and  Anna.  Seven  children 
grace  the  second  union,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Emma,  Edward,  Edith,  Bertha,  Lillie,  and  Edna. 
Mary  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Miller  follows  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  is  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead  upon  which 
his  parents  settled  during  the  early  days  of  the  his 
tory  of  this  county.  He  can  well  remember  the 
wild  and  uncultivated  condition  of  the  country  at 
that  time,  and  has  witnessed  almost  its  entire 
growth  and  development.  Among  the  leading  and 
successful  farmers  of  Moscow  Township  he  stands 
in  the  front  rank,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  community,  comprising  over 
400  acres  of  land.  Enterprising  and  progressive, 
he  has  the  interests  of  the  community  at  heart,  and 
exerts  his  influence  for  the  advancement  of  any 
enterprise  which  would  be  of  public  benefit. 


MIL  GROESCHEL,  a  carriage  painter  and 
p?)  real-estate  dealer  of  Muscatine,  and  a  prom i- 
nent  citizen  of  this  community,  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1846,  and  is  the  second  in  a  family  of 
nine  children.  His  parents,  Charles  and  Marjr 
(Miller)  Groeschel,  were  also  natives  of  Germany, 
and  spent  their  childhood  days  in  the  town  of 
Wordingborg  near  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  Near 
that  historic  and  beautiful  river,  Charles  Groeschel 


woed  and  won  the  lady  with  whom  for  forty  years 
he  traveled  life’s  journey.  In  the  year  1847  they 
bade  farewell  to  their  native  land  and  set  sail  for 
America,  landing  at  Castle  Garden,  whence  they 
went  to  Williamstown,  Mass.,  where  Mr.  Groeschel 
worked  at  his  trade  of  carriage  painting  and  trim¬ 
ming,  which  he  had  followed  in  the  old  country. 
After  three  years  spent  in  that  place  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  North  Adams,  and  from  thereto 
Fort  Plain  in  the  State  of  New  York.  At  length, 
leaving  that  city  he  came  directly  to  the  West,  and 
for  six  years  resided  in  Davenport,  whence  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Muscatine,  making  it  his  home  until  his 
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death,  which  occurred  in  August,  1883.  Although 
a  resident  of  this  city  at  that  time,  when  death  oc¬ 
curred  he  was  visiting  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 

Mrs.  Dr.  Ernies,  of  Carroll,  Iowa,  and  one  day 
dropped  dead  on  the  street  from  heart  disease.  He 
was  brought  back  to  his  home  by  his  daughter  and 
laid  to  rest  in  the  city  burial  ground. 

“We  bore  him  to  his  slumber, 

And  laid  the  turf  above  his  breast, 

In  a  green  and  shady  valley, 

Where  no  sound  will  break  his  rest. 

“There  the  winds  will  murmur  sadly, 

And  the  night  birds  warble  low; 

As  they  murmured  there  and  warbled 
In  the  springtime  long  ago.” 

Mr.  Groeschel  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
fraternity  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  The  members  of  the  family  left  to 
mourn  his  loss  were  his  loving  wife  and  six  chil¬ 
dren,  who  are  as  follows:  Charles,  a  prominent 
dealer  in  flour  and  grain,  and  a  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Fre¬ 
mont,  who  married  Isabel  Goodman,  is  a  commer¬ 
cial  traveler  for  the  firm  of  Myers  Bros.,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  makes  his  headquarters  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  Oscar  is  a  prominent  real-estate  dealer 
and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Groeschel,  Shiley 
&  Co.,  of  Salt  Lake  City;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of 
A.  S.  Knowles;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  T. 
Ernies;  and  Emil. 

Our  subject  was  but  four  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  America.  It  was  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  adopted  country  that  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  education,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
has  been  spent  in  Iowa.  Arriving  at  man’s  estate 
he  chose  as  his  avocation  for  life  that  of  a  carriage 
painter,  which  trade  he  had  learned  with  his  father, 
and  which  he  has  since  followed  in  connection  with 
the  real-estate  business.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
eight  comfortable  residences  in  Muscatine,  besides 
the  building  where  he  carries  on  his  business, 
and  several  lots  on  which  he  contemplates  building 
in  a  short  time.  He  is  one  of  Muscatine’s  enter¬ 
prising,  go-ahead  business  men,  who  by  his  own 
efforts  of  industry  and  economy,  notwithstanding 
he  started  in  life  with  no  capital,  has  accumulated  '  r 
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a  comfortable  property,  which  will  enable  him  to 
rest  from  the  more  active  duties  of  life  in  his 
declining  years.  He  has  ever  been  liberal  in  the 
advancement  of  those  interests  which  have  for  their 
object  the  good  of  the  community.  Politically.be 
is  a  stalwart  Republican,  having  cast  his  ballot  with 
that  party  since  the  days  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Among  the  representative  German-American  citi¬ 
zens  Mr.  Groeschel  deserves  a  representation,  both 
in  the  biographical  and  portrait  departments. 

APT.  J.  W.  McELRAVY,  dealer  in  furni¬ 
ture,  West  Liberty,  is  a  native  of  Harrison 
County,  Ohio,  born  Dec.  31,  1836,  and  is 
the  son  of  Daniel  and  Margaret  (McCombs)  Mc- 
Elravy. 

Daniel  McElravy  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  though 
born  of  Scotch  parentage.  In  1813  he  emigrated 
with  his  parents  to  America,  the  family  locating  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  where  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood,  assisting  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm.  When  the  family  came  to  the  United  States 
the  war  with  Great  Britain  was  in  progress,  and 
Daniel,  who  had  some  military  training  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  the  old  country,  became  a  drill  ser¬ 
geant  for  some  Pennsylvania  troops  during  the  last 
year  of  the  war,  although  but  a  youth  of  sixteen 
years.  In  1818  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Margaret  McCombs,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
of  Scotch  parentage.  Soon  after  marriage,  and 
during  the  same  year,  the  young  couple  emigrated 
to  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  McElravy 
purchased  a-fartn,  and  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  His  death 
occurred  in  1860,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  Some 
years  later  his  wife  came  to  West  Liberty,  where 
she  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  in  all  church  work  manifested  a  warm  interest, 
being  ever  ready  to  discharge  any  duty  that  might 
devolve  upon  them.  In  politics  Mr.  McElravy  was 
a  Democrat.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  five  of  whom  are  still  living:  John,  who  was 
a  graduate  of  the  University  at  Allegheny  City, 
died  in  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  thirty  years;  Alexander, 


now  a  farmer  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio;  Nancy, 
wife  of  Eber  Major,  of  Franklin  County,  Ohio; 
Robert,  a  Sergeant  in  the  126th  Ohio  Infantry,  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Petersburgh,  Va.,  April  2, 
1865;  J.  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Thomas 
C.,  who  served  as  Captain  of  Company  G.  74th 
Ohio  Infantry,  now  a  farmer  in  Jefferson  Count}", 
Ohio;  Franklin  M.,  who  served  in  the  52d  Ohio 
Infantry,  now  a  farmer  near  Rising,  Butler  Co., 
Neb. 

J.  W.  McElravy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county,  supplemented  by  one 
term  at  the  Hopedale  Normal  School.  In  June, 
1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  30th 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  four  years,  being  mus¬ 
tered  out  Aug.  13,  1865,  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and 
having  risen  through  all  the  grades  from  private  to 
captain,  being  mustered  out  as  Captain  of  Com¬ 
pany  F,  of  the  30th  Ohio  Infantry.  With  his 
regiment  he  participated  in  many  skirmishes  and 
battles,  including  the  battles  of  Carnifix  Ferry,  W. 
Va.,  Cotton  Hills,  Va.,  Princeton,  Va.,  Second  Bull 
Run,  Va.,  South  Mountain,  Md.,  Antietam,  Md„ 
Haines  Bluff,  Miss.,  Champion  Hills,  Miss.,  Black 
River,  Miss.,  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  including  the 
desperate  charges  made  on  the  enemies’  works  on 
May  19  and  May  22;  Jackson,  Miss.,  July  10  to 
July  16,  1863;  Missionary  Ridge,  Tenn.,  Resaca, 
Ga.,  Kingston,  Ga.,  Dallas,  Ackworth,  Alatenna, 
Big  Shanty,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  Little  Kennesaw, 
Nigger  Jack  Creek,  Stone  Mountain,  Atlanta,  July 
22,  1864;  Ezra  Chapel,  July  28,  1864;  Jonesboro, 
Ga.,  Savannah,  Ga.,  Ft.  McAllister,  Broad  River, 
Saluda  River,  Columbia  and  Bentonville,  N.  C. — 
the  last  general  engagement  of  the  war. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service,  Capt.  Me 
Elravy  returned  to  his  home  in  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  broken  in  health,  caused  by  the  arduous 
duties  he  was  called  upon  to  perform  while  with  his 
regiment.  Believing  a  change  of  climate  might 
prove  beneficial,  in  1867  he  went  to  Colorado, 
where  he  spent  one  year,  and  then  came  to  West 
Liberty,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hardware  trade, 
in  which  bnsiness  he  continued  about  two  years, 
when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Jasper  County, 
Mo.,  purchased  a  farm,  and  for  the  next  eighteen 
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mouths  engaged  in  farming.  He  then  returned  to 


West  Liberty,  and  in  1873  entered  into  partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  N.  Gaskell  &  Co.  in  the 
grocery  and  grain  trade.  One  year  afterward  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  the  West  Liberty  Enterprise, 
which  paper  he  edited  and  published  until  Nov.  6, 
1884.  when  he  sold  that  and  established  his  present 
business,  in  which  he  has  been  reasonably  success¬ 
ful,  carrying  a  full  line  of  furniture,  picture  frames, 
molding,  and  in  fact  everything  usually  found  in 
a  store  of  this  kind. 

On  the  loth  of  December,  1868,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Arabella  Lewis,  a  native  of 
Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Clark  Lewis,  of  West 
Liberty,  then  of  Cedar  County.  Four  children 
have  blessed  their  union:  Edna  H.,  a  student  in 
the  State  University  of  Iowa  City;  Grace  R,  El¬ 
mer  I.  and  Robert  C.,  at  home. 

Capt.  McElravy  is  a  well-informed  man  upon  all 
the  issues  of  the  day,  but  in  political  views  is  not 
bound  to  any  party.  He  is  one  that  loves  his 
country  better  than  party.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Liberty  Lodge  No.  190,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of 
Silas  Jackson  Post  No.  255,  G.  A.  R.  In  the  lat¬ 
ter  organization  he  was  the  first  Commander.  As 
a  citizen,  he  is  ever  ready  to  do  his  duty  in  any 
way  that  will  best  advance  the  interests  of  his 
adopted  city. 


4 


%  PLLIAM  S.  LANE,  who  resides  on  section 
\fijf  26,  Wapsinonoc  Township,  is  numbered 
\y  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Muscatine 
County,  of  which  he  became  a  resident  in  the  fall 
of  1839.  In  those  early  days  he  endured  the  trials 
and  hardships  of  frontier  life,  aided  in  developing 
the  prairies  from  their  primitive  state  into  well 
cultivated  farms  and  assisted  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity.  He  was  born  in  Harrison  County,  Va., 
in  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  John  G.  and  Elizabeth 
(Springstone)  Lane,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
that  State.  In  1839,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
Mr.  Lane  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  Iowa,  making 
the  trip  in  a  wagon.  On  reaching  Muscatine 
County  he  entered  240  acres  of  raw  land  in  Wapsi¬ 
nonoc  Township,  and  upon  that  farm  our  subject 
began  his  life  in  this  county.  The  land  was  en- 
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tirely  uncultivated,  but  with  the  help  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  Mr.  Lane  broke  prairie,  planted  his  crops, 
and  in  the  course  of  time  had  a  well-developed 
farm.  For  only  two  short  years  the  mother  was 
permitted  to  enjoy  her  new  home,  her  death  occur¬ 
ring  in  1841.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  a  most  estimable  lady,  and  was  beloved  b}r 
all  who  knew  her.  Five  children  were  left  to  mourn 
her  loss:  William  S.,  of  this  sketch;  Ellen,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Bottenfield,  of  Washington 
County,  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Clinton  Bozarth, 
who  resides  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa;  Mary, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  Gilbert, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Lane  was 
again  married,  becoming  the  husband  of  Jane  Lath- 
rope,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children.  He 
continued  to  reside  upon  the  farm  which  he  entered 
on  his  arrival  in  this  county  until  called  from  this 
earth  by  death.  Politically,  he  was  a  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  religiously,  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  nineteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  left  home  and  began  working  as  a  farm- 
laborer  for  |10  per  month.  The  advantages  of 
public  schools  were  not  afforded  him,  but  savino- 
his  earnings  from  his  labors  of  the  summer,  with  it 
Mr.  Lane  would  pay  his  tuition  during  the  winter 
term  of  school,  and  in  this  way  received  his  pri¬ 
mary  education,  which  has  since  been  supplemented 
by  reading  and  observation.  The  ‘discovery  of 
gold  in  California  attracting  his  attention,  in  1850 
he  started  for  the  mines,  sailing  down  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  and  then  boarding  a  Pacific  steamer, 
which,  after  forty  days,  landed  in  California.  Spend¬ 
ing  sixteen  months  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  engaged 
in  mining,  satisfied  his  taste  in  this  direction,  and 
he  returned  home,  coming  by  way  of  New  York 
City.  The  following  year,  in  1852,  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Cedar  County,  continuing  its 
cultivation  for  three  years,  when  he  sold  out  and 
once  more  came  to  Muscatine  County,  purchasing 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  26,  'Wapsinonoc  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  reside.  To 
the  original  tract  he  has  added  eighty  acres,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town 
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ship,  it  being  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  By  his  own  unaided  efforts,  his  in¬ 
dustry,  good  management  and  economy,  he  has 
gained  all  that  he  now  possesses,  and  may  truly  be 
called  a  self-made  man. 

In  1854  Mr.  Lane  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Hunter,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Hunter.  Four  children 
graced  their  union:  Henry,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  Lone  Tree,  Iowa;  Fred,  whose  home  is  in  Ft. 
Worth,  Tex.;  Freeman,  who  was  accidentally  killed, 
in  1 875,  and  Edwin,  who  is  at  home.  The  death 
of  the  mother  occurred  in  1865,  after  which  Mr. 
Lane  was  again  married,  Miss  Rosanna  Wilkins,  a 
native  of  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  becoming  his  wife. 
To  them  have  been  born  an  interesting  family  of 
three  children,  namely:  Nettie  B.,  Maud  E.,  and 
Blanche  W.  Socially,  Mr.  Lane  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  his  early  life  he  was  strongly 
oppossed  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  advo¬ 
cated  abolition  during  the  stirring  times  when  it 
took  a  man  of  nerve  to  acknowledge  his  stand  on 
that  question.  When  a  political  party  was  organ¬ 
ized,  stating  in  its  platform  its  opposition  to  slav¬ 
ery,  he  joined  its  ranks,  and  has  since  been  a  stal¬ 
wart  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  John  C.  Fremont,  and 
to  this  day  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
has  been  unquestioned.  Mrs.  Lane  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  West 
Liberty. 


— 
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ON.  ELMUS  DAY,  residing  on  section 
jf'j!  23,  Sweetland  Township,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent  of  Muscatine  County  since  1865.  He 
■(^)  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
Washington  County,  Nov.  23,  1821,  and  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Cooper)  Day,  who 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  His  father  was 
engaged  in  milling  in  connection  with  farming 
until  about  1841.  On  the  old  home-farm,  Elmus 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting  in  the  farm  work  from 
the  time  that  he  was  old  enough  to  follow  the 
plow.  On  the  12th  day  of  April,  1849,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rachel  D.  Conkey, 
a  native  of  Greene  County,  Pa.,  and  daughter  of 


John  and  Mary  Conkey.  Their  marriage  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  Greene  County,  Pa.  Six  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  four  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Levisa  M.,  born  April  13,  1850,  died  May  3,  1853; 
Elizabeth  A.,  born  Jan.  22,  1852,  became  the  wife 
of  L.  M.  Mann,  and  now  resides  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa;  John  W.,  born  Aug.  12,  1854,  is  engaged  in 
the  retail  grocery  trade  at  Prescott,  Iowa;  Hannah 
B.,  born  Jan.  29,  1856,  is  now  Mrs.  James  Gardner, 
and  resides  in  Greene  County,  Pa. ;  Alice  J.  born 
June  18,  1858,  is  at  home;  Samuel  M.,  born  May 
14,  1860,  died  July  21,  1888. 

Mrs.  Day  was  called  to  her  final  rest  Jan.  14, 

1861.  She  was  a  good  and  true  woman,  a  loving 
wife  and  mother,  and  her  death  was  sincerely 
mourned  by  family  and  friends.  Mr.  Day  was 
again  married,  the  ceremony  taking  place  Dec.  30, 

1862,  Miss  Susanna  Kelley  of  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
becoming  his  wife.  By  this  union  three  children 
were  born:  Laura  F.,  born,  Nov.  12,  1863,  died 
Sept.  19,  1864;  Ida  M.,  born  Sept.  5,  1866,  and 
George  L.,  born  March  23,  1870,  are  still  at  home. 

Death  once  more  entered  this  family,  Mrs.  Day 
dying  March  23.  1870.  While  a  residentof  Sweet- 
land  Township  but  five  short  years,  she  yet  endeared 
herself  to  many  friends,  who  with  the  family 
hold  her  memory  in  tender  affection. 

On  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Day  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  yet  resides,  consisting  of  350 
acres  of  land  which  is  under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  which  under  his  wise  management  has,  almost 
without  exception,  each  year  yielded  an  abundant 
harvest. 

Politically,  Mr.  Day  is  a  Democrat,  who  lias 
from  childhood  advocated  the  principles  of  the 
party  so  ably  enunciated  by  Jefferson,  Jackson,  and 
Douglas.  While  not  a  politician,  in  the  generally 
accepted  use  of  that  term,  lie  has  always  manifested 
an  interest  in  political  matters',  and  on  several 
occasions  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  local  offices 
of  honor  and  trust.  In  1871,  he  received  the  nomi¬ 
nation  from  his  party  for  the  office  of  Representa¬ 
tive  in  the  14th  General  Assembly,  and  while  at 
that  time  the  county  was  overwhelmingly  Repub¬ 
lican,  generally  giving  from  700  to  800  majority 
for  the  candidate  for  that  party,  he  entered  upon 
the  canvass  and  was  elected  by  a  small  majority. 
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In  his  own  township,  which  usuallj'  gave  a  major¬ 
ity  of  ninety  for  the  Republican  ticket,  he  received 
a  majority  of  eighteen  over  his  opponent,  showing 
that  his  personal  popularity  was  very  great  among 
those  who  best  knew  him.  No  higher  testimonial 
of  his  honesty  and  integrity  should  be  asked. 
During  his  term  of  service  he  carefully  considered 
all  questions  that  came  before  the  House,  and  his 
course  during  that  time  received  the  highest  ap¬ 
proval  of  his  constituents. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Day  for  thirty-two  years  has 
been  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
almost  from  the  beginning,  he  has  served  as  an 
elder.  The  cause  of  the  Master  finds  in  him  one 
ever  ready  to  do  and  to  sacrifice  for  the  good  of 
the  cause.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  modest  and 
unassuming,  and  is  held  in  the  very  highest 
respect  by  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact. 


*f 


ORENTZ  KLEIN,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Moscow  township,  and  an  hon¬ 
ored  citizen  of  Muscatine  County.  He  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  on  the  7th  dajr  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1814,  and  was  a  son  of  Paulus  Klein.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  land  and  there 
received  his  education.  When  twenty-five  years 
of  age,  thinking  that  the  new  world  would  furnish  a 
better  field  for  his  labors,  he  bade  good-by  to  his 
home  and  friends  and  embarked  for  America,  land¬ 
ing  at  Philadelphia.  Going  to  Ohio,  he  remained 
a  resident  of  that  state  for  five  years,  when,  in 
1848,  he  returned  to  Germany  to  visit  his  parents 
and  once  more  look  upon  his  childhood’s  home. 
During  the  autumn  of  1844,  he  returned  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Kath¬ 
erine  Schmidt,  who  with  others  had  accompanied 
Mr.  Klein  on  his  second  journey  to  this  country. 
They  began  their  domestic  life  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  but  after  two  years  came  to  Iowa,  reaching 
Muscatine  on  the  29th  of  August,  1846.  Mr. 
Klein  immediately  purchased  a  farm  in  Moscow 
Township,  which  was  then  almost  in  its  primitive 
condition.  A  small  house  and  stable  had  been 
built  and  twenty-nine  acres  had  been  broken, 
otherwise  no  improvements  had  been  made.  Care 


and  cultivation  soon  transformed  the  wild  prairie 
into  a  beautiful  farm,  which  was  increased  in 
extent,  as  wrell  as  value,  until  it  comprised  800 
acres.  In  all  his  enterprises  Mr.  Klein  was  very 
successful  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  his  wife 
in  comfortable  circumstances.  For  about  two 
years  he  was  an  invalid,  and  on  the  7th  day  of 
May,  1880,  was  called  to  his  final  home,  and 
released  from  the  sufferings  of  this  life.  On  the 
20th  day  of  March,  of  the  same  year,  his  resi¬ 
dence  caught  on  fire  and  burned  to  the  ground. 
Mr.  Hahn,  a  neighbor,  removed  Mr.  Klein  to  his 
residence  and  kindlj'  offered  him  the  shelter  of  his 
home  until  his  own  house  could  be  rebuilt,  but 
gradually  sinking,  the  final  summons  came  before 
his  own  home  was  completed.  A  loyal  and 
worthy  citizen,  he  received  the  respect  of  all,  and 
at  his  death  a  feeling  of  sadness  pervaded  the 
whole  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klein  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  George  W.,  who  is  living  in  Wilton 
Township;  Lorentz,  whose  home  is  in  Nebraska; 
John  G.,  of  Moscow  Township;  Anna  Elizabeth, 
who  resides  with  her  mother;  Matthew,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Moscow  Township;  Johnson 
A.  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Anna  C. 
Mrs.  Klein  has  a  pleasant  home  in  Wilton,  where 
she  yet  resides  and  is  surrounded  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


-eA 


elEORGE  ADAM  FUNCK,  a  capitalist  of 
1  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  St.  Louis, 

_ i  Mo.,  Oct.  27,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 

and  Anna  C.  Funck.  In  the  fall  of  1839  he  came 
to  Muscatine  with  his  parents,  and  was  reared  and 
educated  in  this  city.  He  entered  the  army  in  the 
fall  of  1861  as  a  musician  and  a  member  of  the 
regimental  band  of  the  2d  Iowa  Cavalry.  After 
serving  one  year  he  was  discharged  under  a  gen¬ 
eral  order  abolishing  regimental  bands,  but  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  army  as  sutler  for  two  years,  and 
then  returned  to  Muscatine.  He  next  engaged  in 
the  boat  store  business  at  that  city  in  company 
with  a  Mr.  Schneider,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Schneider  &  Co.,  which  connection  was  discontin- 


j, 

*T 


500 

MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 

tr 


ued  at  the  end  of  one  y ear.  In  the  spring  of  1870 
he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  tobacco  business  in 
company  with  Mr.  Fred  Daut,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Fred  Daut  &  Co.,  which  he  carried  on  success¬ 
fully  until  January,  1887,  at  which  time  he  sold 
out,  having  since  devoted  his  attention  to  the  care 
of  his  property. 

Nov.  2,  1879,  Mr.  Funck  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Lacy,  nee  Stafford,  and  one  child 
has  been  born  of  their  union,  Cornelia.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially,  is  a  member  of 
Iowa  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  lie  is  a  practi¬ 
cal  and  successful  business  man,  one  who  has 
gained  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


OHN  S.  HEABNER,  residing  on  section  11, 
Moscow  Township,  is  one  of  the  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  and  prominent  citizens  of  Muscatine 
I  County.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
on  the  17th  of  May,  1832,  and  was  the  only  child 
of  Michael  Heabner.  The  father  died  when  John 
was  but  two  or  three  years  of  age,  and  several  years 
later  he  accompanied  his  mother  and  her  brother, 
Andrew  Miller,  to  America.  On  arriving  in  this 
country  they  went  to  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
settling  in  Enfield  Township,  where  they  resided 
until  their  emigration  to  the  West  in  1844.  They 
chose  Muscatine  County  as  their  future  home,  and 
soon  afterward  Mrs.  Heabner  became  the  wife  of 
David  Baker.  Several  years  passed,  when  Mr. 
Baker  removed  with  the  family  to  Decatur  County, 
Ill.,  where  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  1856. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  mother  until  her 
death,  after  which  he  returned  to  Muscatine  County, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  His  first  pur¬ 
chase  of  land  consisted  of  eighty  acres  in  Wilton 
Township,  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  several 
years,  after  which  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
which  comprises  190  acres,  in  connection  with  which 
he  is  still  the  owner  of  the  tract  which  he  first 
bought.  He  has  done  much  toward  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  land  in  this  county,  turned  the  first 
furrows  on  many  of  its  now  highly  cultivated  farms, 
and  for  many  years  owned  and  operated  a  thrash¬ 


ing-machine.  Many  improvements  he  has  added  to 
his  own  land,  and  has  now  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  county.  An  elegant  residence  has  been 
erected  upon  his  place,  the  out-buildings  are  models 
of  neatness  and  convenience,  and  the  entire  sur¬ 
roundings  indicate  thrift  and  enterprise. 

In  1860  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Margaret  Doefler,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  came  to  America  with  her  parents  in  childhood. 
By  their  union  have  been  born  a  family  of  eight 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters — Anna, 
George,  John,  Kate,  Henry,  Frank,  Lydia  and 
Willie.  The  two  eldest  are  married;  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  Adolph  Kirkover,  and  George  married  Lena 
Rexroad.  For  forty-five  years  our  subject  has 
been  a  residentof  Muscatine  County,  has  witnessed 
almost  its  entire  development,  and  has  participated 
in  its  growth  and  progress.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  successful  farmers  of  Moscow  Township,  and 
is  a  worthy  and  respected  citizen.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Moscow,  and  are  ever  ready  to  advance  the  Mas¬ 
ter’s  cause.  Their  children  attend  the  Sabbath- 
school  at  Moscow. 


L.  GIESLER,  cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  at 
Wilton,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
early  families  of  that  town.  His  father, 
Henry  S.  Giesler,  became  a  resident  of  Wil¬ 
ton  in  the  spring  of  1 855.  He  was  a  native  of  York 
County,  Pa.,  born  in  1828,  and  a  son  of  John  Gies¬ 
ler,  whose  father  was  of  German  birth.  Henry 
Giesler  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming, 
and  wedded  Mary  Wildasin,  also  a  native  of  York 
County.  Her  brother,  Samuel  Wildasin,  having 
made  a  trip  to  Wilton  and  reported  favorably  of 
the  town  and  this  portion  of  the  State,  and  of  the 
prospect  for  its  future  growth  and  development, 
Mr.  Giesler  resolved  to  make  it  his  future  home, 
and  acting  on  the  resolution,  arrived  at  his  destina¬ 
tion  in  1855.  He  was  one  of  the  early  and  suc¬ 
cessful  business  men  of  the  place,  served  as  its  first 
Postmaster,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent  mer¬ 
chants.  He  did  not  live,  however,  to  witness  the 
changes  and  progress  that  later  years  have  made, 
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for  death  claimed  him  in  October,  1861.  He  died 
leaving  a  widow  and  two  sons:  Henry  F.,  the  eldest 
son,  was  born  Oct.  15,  1853,  and  was  graduated  at 
the  Iowa  State  University,  after  which  he  studied 
law.  He  engaged  in  practice  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  for 
about  a  year,  and  then  returned  to  Wilton  and  as¬ 
sisted  his  brother  in  the  banking  business  for  two 
years  and  a  half,  and  then  went  to  Carroll,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  Carroll  County  Bank  for  a  year 
and  a  half,  and  then  went  to  Oakley,  Kan. 

J.  L.  Giesler,  our  subject,  has  passed  his  entire 
life  in  Wilton,  where  he  was  born  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1857.  He  was  educated  in  the  city  schools, 
and  began  his  business  career  in  1874  as  a  clerk  in 
the  banking-house  of  J.  L.  Reed.  In  1876  he  en¬ 
tered  the  Farmers  and  Citizens’  Bank  at  Wilton,  as 
a  clerk,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Union 
Bank  in  1878,  of  which  he  was  made  cashier,  a  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  held  continuously  since.  Although  com¬ 
paratively  young,  he  is  recognized  as  a  successful 
business  man  and  representative  citizen.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  an  able  defender  of  the 
principles  of  that  party.  In  those  enterprises  which 
have  for  their  object  the  best  interests  of  his  town 
and  the  community  at  large  he  is  ever  found  in  the 
front  ranks,  and  by  all  he  is  held  in  the  highest  re¬ 
gard. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Miss  Sarah  F.  Stone,  daughter  of  John  Stone, 
of  Newburg,  N.  Y.  Her  death  occurred  in  May, 
1884,  she  leaving  one  child,  a  little  daughter,  Sarah 
Edna.  He  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be¬ 
ing  with  Miss  Mildred  Hilbert,  the  accomplished 
daughter  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Scott  County, 
Iowa.  One  child  has  graced  their  union,  Herald 
Lee. 


ILLIAM  HENDERSON,  a  retired  farmer 
of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  and  one  of  its 
leading  citizens,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  June  20,  1809.  His  parents,  Andrew 
and  Martha  (McConnell)  Henderson,  were  both 
natives  of  York  County.  Pa.,  and  were  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu¬ 
pation,  and  to  them  were  born  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  living:  Rev. 
«*• 


James  M.,  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Perry  County,  Ill.;  William,  of  this 
sketch;  Samuel,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Bel¬ 
mont  County,  Ohio;  and  John,  a  retired  farmer, 
also  residing  in  the  latter  county. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm.  At 
the  age  of  seven  j^ears  he  removed  with  -his  family 
to  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  where  he  resided  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Franklin  Col¬ 
lege  at  New  Athens.  He  took  a  four-years  course 
in  that  institution,  teaching  through  his  vacations, 
after  which  he  went  to  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
opening  a  general  store.  He  continued  in  this  line 
until  1841,  wdien  he  started  for  the  West,  emigrat¬ 
ing  to  the  then  but  thinly  settled  Territory  of 
Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  near  West  Libertj-.  Pur¬ 
chasing  160  acres  of  raw  land,  Mr.  Henderson  be¬ 
gan  to  improve  and  cultivate  it,  there  making  his 
home  until  1848,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Cedar  County,  locating  about  two  and  one-half 
miles  from  his  present  residence.  There  he  de¬ 
veloped  another  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  for 
fifteen  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
once  more  came  to  Muscatine  County  and  took  up 
his  residence  at  West  Liberty,  where  he  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  retired  life. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1838,  Mr.  Hender¬ 
son  and  Miss  Sarah  Lewis  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Enoch  Lewis,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  and  was  born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio. 
By  the  union  of  this  worthy  couple  eight  children 
have  been  born:  John  L.,  a  grocer  of  V  est  Lib¬ 
erty;  L.  W.,  also  living  in  West  Liberty,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war;  E.  S.,  who  wore  the  blue 
in  the  struggle  to  preserve  the  Union,  is  located  in 
the  same  city- ;  Martha,  widow  of  John  W.  Wright, 
makes  her  home  with  her  father;  Elizabeth  wed¬ 
ded  William  V.  Elliott,  of  Knoxville,  Iowa;  Emily 
is  a  successful  teacher  of  Knoxville;  William  A.  is 
the  freight  agent  for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  at  West  Liberty;  May 
is  the  wife  of  Clarence  N.  Cottrell,  a  hardware 
merchant  of  Imperial,  Neb.  In  1876  Mr.  II.  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  a  most 
estimable  lady.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United 
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Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Henderson  has  held 
various  local  offices  of  trust,  in  all  of  which  he  has 
performed  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with 
promptness  and  fidelity.  While  residing  in  Cedar 
County  he  served  as  County  Supervisor  for  five 
years;  for  thirteen  years  he  held  the  office  of 
Assessor  of  West  Liberty,  and  for  eleven  years 
served  as  its  Trustee.  In  early  life,  in  political 
sentiment,  lie  was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Whig 
party,  and  greatly  opposed  the  institution  of  slav¬ 
ery.  At  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
he  joined  its  ranks,  and  has  since  supported  it  by 
his  influence  and  ballot.  Mr.  Henderson  has  always 
been  a  friend  to  the  temperance  movement,  and  has 
ever  taken  an  active  part  in  the  public  affairs  of 
the  community.  A  pioneer  of  1841,  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  and  participated  in  the  changes  which  have 
placed  Muscatine  County  on  a  par  with  any  in  the 
great  State  of  Iowa,  and  to  him  much  of  its  pros¬ 
perity' and  progress  is  due. 


>1 S*c 


ENRY  FUNCK,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
]j  well-known  pioneer  of  Muscatine  of  1839, 
was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  near  Frank- 
(©  fort-on-the-Main,  Nov.  9,  1817.  He  was 
one  of  a  family  of  eighteen  children,  and  his  par¬ 
ents  were  Nicholas  and  Margaret  (Temple)  Funck, 
both  natives  of  the  same  country.  He  received 
a  liberal  education  in  his  native  land,  and  learned 
the  baker’s  trade  with  his  father,  who  carried  on 
that  business.  On  the  7th  of  January,  1837,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  C.  Funck, 
the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Margaret  (Brenner) 
Funck,  and  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt.  They 
emigrated  from  Germany  to  America  the  same 
year  as  their  marriage,  and  spent  a  short  time 
at  St.  Louis.  From  there  they  removed  to  Bur¬ 
lington,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Funck  was  employed  at 
his  trade  until  1839,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
e  and  en^a^ed  in  the  grocery  and  bakery 
business.  In  1844  he  also  kept  a  wharf-boat  and 
boat-store,  furnishing  boat  supplies.  This  line  of 
business  was  carried  on  until  1850.  when  he  dis¬ 
continued  it,  and  the  following  year  built  a  distil¬ 
lery  at  Muscatine,  which  he  operated  until  1856, 


when  he  sold  out  and  again  started  in  business 
with  a  boat-store.  lie  continued  in  that  line  until 
1861,  when  once  more  he  sold  out,  having  previ¬ 
ously  built  his  elegant  residence  at  the  southwest 
corner  of  Pine  and  Third  streets.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  banking-house  of  Silverman, 
Cook  &  Co.,  which  sold  out,  the  firm  being  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  the  present  firm  of  Cook,  Musser  <fc  Co., 
he  maintaining  his  connection  with  that,  institu¬ 
tion  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1886. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funck  was  blessed 
with  eight  children:  George  Adam,  the  eldest, 
married  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Lacy,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Stafford;  Ada  Cornelia  is  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Daut,  a  wholesale  grocer  of  Muscatine;  Amelia 
Laura,  who  wedded  Henry  Prengler,  of  Burling¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  died  March  12,1875;  Kate  is  the  wife 
of  S.  E.  Jacobson,  an  eminent  professor  of  music, 
while  Mrs.  Jacobson  also  possesses  rare  musical 
talent,  having  a  wide  reputation  as  a  skilled  violin¬ 
ist;  Lizzie  died  July  6,  1876,  aged  seventeen  years ; 
Clara,  wife  of  Newton  W.  Hine,  departed  this  life 
March  26,  1887;  Henry  S.  died  Dec.  12,  1846,  and 
Henrietta  died  Oct.  13,  1850. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in 
Muscatine,  having  become  a  member  of  the  frater¬ 
nity  in  1846,  as  a  member  of  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2.  of 
that  city.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  and  was  a  leading  business  man 
of  this  city  for  many  years.  Enterprising  and  sa¬ 
gacious  in  his  undertakings,  he  was  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  the  elegant  residence,  now  the  home 
of  his  widow  and  son,  Adam,  situated  on  West 
Third  street,  is  a  monument  to  his  enterprise  and 
good  taste. 


R.  W.  II.  BRENT,  an  honored  pioneer 
of  Muscatine  of  1852,  was  born  in  Virginia 
^  in  1810,  and  was  descended  from  an  old 
Sltand  prominent  family  of  that  common¬ 
wealth.  Ilis  ancestors  were  ship-owners,  and  largely 
represented  in  the  merchant  marine  of  the  South, 
lie  was  married  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  September, 
1839,  to  Miss  C.  E.  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Edwin  1. 
Miller.  Mrs.  Brent  was  horn  in  linlt.imnrA  AM 
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in  1812.  After  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1841,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Brent 
was  transferred  from  the  Baltimore  to  the  Rock 
River  Conference,  and  was  assigned  to  a  circuit  in 
Peoria.  He  became  prominent  in  the  ministry  of 
his  church  in  Illinois,  and  continued  his  labors  in 
that  field  until  1850,  when  he  retired  from  active 
service.  In  1852  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandis¬ 
ing,  at  first  as  a  dealer  in  general  merchandise, 
and  later  in  hardware.  He  was  appointed  Post¬ 
master  under  Gen.  Grant  during  his  first  term  as 
President,  and  served  five  years,  also  afterward 
holding  other  local  offices. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brent  were  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  four  sons  and  one  daughter:  Theodore  R., 
who  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Reece,  of  Muscatine,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  contracting  business; 
Richard  H.,  who  is  also  a  resident  of  Pasadena, 
and  a  partner  of  his  brother,  married  Miss  Ella 
Jenkins;  Mary  L.,  the  only  daughter,  resides  with 
her  mother  at  Pasadena,  Cal.;  William  O.  wedded 
Miss  Fannie  Sumner,  of  Muscatine,  and  resides  in 
Pasadena,  Cal.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business 
with  his  brothers;  Ed  J.,  the  youngest,  is  one  of 
the  proprietors  and  the  general  manager  of  the 
Muscatine  Manufacturing  Company,  manufacturers 
of  sash,  doors,  and  blinds.  He  married  Miss  Fan¬ 
nie  E.  Grinsted,  of  Litchfield,  Ill. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Brent  was  a  plain,  unassuming 
man,  earnest  and  honest  in  his  convictions,  and  en¬ 
joyed  the  confidence,  respect,  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens  without  an  exception.  His  life  was 
consistent  with  his  professions  and  holy  calling, 
while  he  taught  by  example  as  well  as  precept,  and 
left  the  world  better  for  his  having  been  in  it.  His 
death  occurred  Feb.  20,  1886. 


4 


H.  BETTS,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
LU]  Daily  and  Weekly  Tribune ,  of  Muscatine, 
,  I' — ^  Iowa,  was  born  in  Beloit,  Wis.,  May  24, 
1849.  When  but  eight  years  of  age  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  un¬ 
til  1863,  when  he  came  to  Muscatine.  In  1868  he 
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entered  the  office  of  the  Muscatine  Journal ,  and 
commenced  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade.  He  re¬ 
mained  in  that  office  three  years,  and  on  account  of 
ill-health  took  a  sea  voyage,  going  to  China  by  way 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  After  remaining 
abroad  one  year  he  returned,  and  in  company  with 
his  brother  and  George  W.  Van  Horn  engaged  in 
the  publication  of  the  Weekly  Tribune.  One  year 
later  they  started  the  daily  edition,  which  they  con¬ 
tinued  until  1877,  when  the  interest  of  their  part¬ 
ner  was  purchased  and  the  business  carried  on  by 
the  Betts  Bros.  This  partnership  lasted  until  1879, 
being  dissolved  by  the  death  of  W.  C.  Betts,  since 
which  time  our  subject  has  continued  alone  in  the 
publication  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Betts  was  united  in  marriage,  April  29,  1875, 
with  Miss  Rita  Stewart,  daughter  of  William  Stew¬ 
art  of  Muscatine.  Two  children  grace  their  union : 
Anna  and  Stewart. 

Under  the  management  of  Mr.  Betts  the  Tribune 
has  become  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  the  State. 

In  its  discussion  of  all  questions  of  a  public  char¬ 
acter  it  makes  no  uncertain  sound.  On  another 
page  will  be  found  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Betts. 


r3  * 

OHN  PILGRIM,  a  farmer  residing  on  section 
27,  Moscow  Township,  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  and  leading  farmers  of 
Muscatine  County,  of  which  he  became  a 
resident  in  1844.  Hewms  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt, 
Germany,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  1816,  and  is 
the  son  of  Conrad  Pilgrim,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  the  same  country,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life. 
Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  Father- 
land,  and  received  his  education  in  its  schools. 
Thinking  that  the  New  World  would  furnish  a 
better  field  for  his  labors,  when  twenty-eight  years 
of  age  he  resolved  to  become  a  resident  of  America. 
Crossing  the  broad  Atlantic  in  a  sailing-vessel  he 
landed  at  New  York,  whence  he  proceeded  to 
Chicago,  a  city  whose  growth  has  been  one  of  the 
wonders  of  the  age.  At  that  time  it  was  but  a 
small  village.  Continuing  his  journey  westward 
he  reached  Muscatine,  then  a  little  hamlet  known  as 
Bloomington,  and  shortly  afterward  settled  in 
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Moscow  Township,  where  lie  purchased  a  farm. 
For  twenty  years  he  continued  to  make  his  home 
upon  that  land,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  near 
Sweetland  Center,  but  subsequently  became  the 
owner  of  the  land  which  constitutes  his  present 
farm  of  200  acres. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  Mr.  Pil¬ 
grim  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Gabriel,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the  Fatherland. 
By  their  union  four  children  were  born:  Elizabeth, 
who  married  George  Brenner,  and  died  several 
years  ago;  another  daughter  married  Jacob  Teufel, 
while  Henry  and  Catherine  are  at  home.  In  1877 
Mr.  Pilgrim  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
his  wife.  While  returning  to  her  home  from  Mus¬ 
catine  the  team  ran  away,  and  she  was  thrown  from 
the  wagon,  suffering  injuries  which  caused  her 
death  a  few  days  later.  Her  son-in-law,  Mr.  Bren¬ 
ner,  who  was  accompanying  Mrs.  Pilgrim,  was  also 
killed.  A  kind  and  loving  wife  and  mother,  a 
trusted  friend  and  neighbor,  her  death  proved  a 
sad  loss  to  the  entire  community.  For  forty-five 
years  Mr.  Pilgrim  has  been  a  resident  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  has  witnessed  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity,  has  aided  in  its  development,  and  has  ever 
been  prominent  in  the  promotion  of  an}"  enterprise 
for  the  public  welfare.  lie  is  esteemed  as  an  hon¬ 
ored  and  worthy  citizen,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
record  his  sketch  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
country. 

~  <xrx>  , 

*  ooo  * 

ROSIIEIM  BROS.,  Alexander  and  Oscar, 

G  photographers,  are  old  residents  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  but  their  present  business  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  only  since  1887.  They  have  a  fine  gallery 
and  do  all  work  in  their  line  in  the  finest  style 
known  to  the  art. 


the  35th  New  York  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  his  family  in  the  meantime  resid¬ 
ing  in  Washington,  D.  C.  On  receiving  his  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  army  in  the  summer  of  1865,  he 
returned  with  his  family  to  Muscatine,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  carrying  on  the  barbering  business.  Al¬ 
exander  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  in  1880  went  to  Europe,  spending  three 
months  visiting  in  his  native  land,  and  returned 
to  Muscatine.  In  1883  he  again  went  to  Europe 
as  a  student,  and  spent  one  year  in  his  native  city, 
serving  his  time  to  the  photographer’s  art,  and  re¬ 
turning  home  in  the  spring  of  1884.  One  year 
later  he  again  visited  the  old  country  in  company 
with  Frederick  Huttig,  where  he  continued  the 
study  of  photography  in  the  best  galleries  of  Berlin 
nearly  two  years,  returning  home  in  April,  1887, 
when  he  joined  his  brother  in  their  present  business. 

Oscar  Grosheim  was  born  in  Muscatine,  April  3, 
1862,  was  educated  in  that  city,  and  in  1881  went 
to  California,  spending  some  time  in  that  State.  lie 
returned  to  Muscatine,  where  he  carried  on  a  bar¬ 
ber  shop  until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  again  went 
to  California,  but  returned  to  Muscatine  in  the 
month  of  April,  1887,  when  he  engaged  in  his  pres¬ 
ent  business.  He  had  become  somewhat  familiar  with 
photographic  work  as  a  frequenter  of  the  gallery,  and 
assisting  former  artists,  lie  was  married  at  Musca¬ 
tine,  Oct.  16,  1884,  to  Miss  Annie  McCart,  a  native 
of  Atalissa,  Muscatine  County,  and  daughter  of 
Pleasant  McCart.  Two  children  have  been  born 
of  their  union,  Willie  D.  and  Helen.  The  former 
died  at  the  age  of  six  months.  Mr.  Grosheim  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  also  of  the 
uniform  degree  of  that  order,  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Maccabees.  Politically,  he  is  an  Independent, 
as  is  also  his  brother. 


Alexander  Grosheim,  the  elder  brother,  was  born 
in  Berlin,  Prussia,  July  11,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of 
Theodore  and  Bertha  (Kirschbein)  Grosheim.  He 
was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  in  1860,  and 
they  came  directly  to  Muscatine  County.  His  father 
was  born  in  Glatz,  Silesia,  Prussia,  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1831,  and  learned  the  trade  of  fancy 
turning  of  ivory,  bone,  etc.  Soon  after  coming  to 
Muscatine  (in  1863)  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 


SIEPIIEN  E.  WIIICIIER,  dealer  in  real 
estate,  and  a  leading  citizen  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  May  4, 
1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary 
Eliza  (A  enable)  \\  liicher.  His  father  was  an  emi¬ 
nent  lawyer  in  Iowa  during  the  pioneer  days  of  the 
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vState,  ancl  his  sketch  will  be  found  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  Our  subject  came  to  Muscatine  with 
his  father  in  1839,  but  subsequently  went  to  Dren- 
nen  Springs,  Ivy.,  where  he  attended  school  about 
one  year,  when,  on  account  of  sickness,  he  was 
called  home,  where  he  remained  for  some  time  em¬ 
ployed  as  clerk  in  Green  &  Stone’s  banking  house. 
In  1855  he  went  to  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  and  opened  a 
land-office  at  that  place.  In  February,  1856,  he 
was  called  home  by  the  fatal  illness  of  his  father, 
and  has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  Muscatine. 
On  reaching  manhood  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  for  awhile,  and  then  entered  upon  his  pres¬ 
ent  business,  which  he  has  carried  on  continuously 
since. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1857,  at  Muscatine,  our 
subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  H. 
Meason,  daughter  of  Judge  George  Meason,  who 
has  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  Muscatine  for  many 
years.  Mrs.  Whicher  is  a  native  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  and  four  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely :  George  M., 
who  married  Miss  Lile  Frisbie,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Frisbie,  of  Des  Moines,  and  is  now  a  professor  in 
Iowa  College  at  Grinnell;  Mary  Eliza,  Allie  B.,  and 
Frank  P.  are  still  residing  with  their  parents.  The 
mother  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Congre¬ 
gational  Church. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has 
never  been  solicitous  of  public  office,  much  pre¬ 
ferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  busi¬ 
ness,  though  at  one  time  he  served  as  the  Assistant 
United  States  Assessor  for  this  district.  He  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  holding  membership  in 
Iowa  Lodge  No.  2,  of  Muscatine,  and  is  one  of  the 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  county,  in  whose 
welfare  and  advancement  he  takes  great  interest. 


eHARLES  E.  LUNDY,  a  prominent  and 
influential  farmer  residing  on  section  4,Gosh- 
'  en  Township,  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
Ontario,  Canada,  in  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
Lundy,  who  was  also  born  in  that  counti’y.  His 
father  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  later  engaged 


in  farming.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Martha  Roodhouse,  who  was  born  in  England,  but 
left  her  native  land  and  became  a  resident  of 
Canada  in  her  youth.  To  them  were  born  twelve 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  ninth  in 
order  of  birth,  and  ten  of  that  number  are  yet 
living:  Martha,  now  Mrs.  Holloway,  resides  in 
Missouri;  Edward,  who  is  married,  is  living  in 
Canada;  Samuel  died  in  1871,  leaving  a  family  to 
mourn  his  loss;  Agnes,  now  Mrs.  Grice,  is  living 
in  Missouri;  Henry  is  married  and  resides  in  Silver 
Creek,  Neb.;  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Towsley,  is  also  living 
in  Silver  Creek;  Eli  is  married  and  resides  in 
Missouri;  George,  who  is  located  in  Nebraska,  is 
also  married;  Elma,  now  Mrs.  Potter,  is  living  at 
Brecken ridge,  Mo.,  and  Elliott  makes  his  home  in 
Nebraska.  In  1855,  accompanied  by  his  family, 
William  Lundy  removed  from  Canada  to  Spring- 
dale,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  raw 
land  and  developed  a  farm,  making  that  his  home 
until  1862,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Henry 
County,  Ill.  Later  he  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Canada,  and  thence  he  moved  to  Missouri 
where  his  death  occured  in  1877,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Religiously,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  an  earnest  Christian 
gentleman,  loved  and  respected  by  all.  He  took 
a  prominent  part  in  political  affairs,  voting  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  early  life,  but  in  later 
years  supported  the  Republican  party  by  his 
ballot.  Mrs.  Lundy  is  still  living,  and  resides 
with  her  children. 

Upon  his  father’s  farm  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and  his  education  was  received  in  the 
district  schools  of  this  State.  While  residing  in 
Cedar  County  he  became  acquainted  with  Miss 
Catherine  Moore,  and  in  October,  1873,  he  led  her 
to  the  marriage  altar.  The  lady  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Roberts) 
Moore,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  at  an  early  day  emigrated  to  the  West,  locating 
in  Cedar  County,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
developed  a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until 
called  to  his  final  home  in  October,  1883,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  A  charitable,  benevolent 
man,  he  gave  liberally  to  the  poor,  and  was  a  zeal-  i 
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ous  worker  in  the  church.  Ilis  death  proved  a 
sad  loss  not  only  to  the  immediate  family  but  to 
his  many  friends  and  to  Cedar  County,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  most  loj’al  citizens.  Politically, 
he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  principles 
advocated  by  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Moore 
departed  this  life  in  1872,  preceding  her  husband 
several  years  to  the  better  world. 

Farming  has  been  the  life  occupation  of  Mr. 
Lundy.  Having  been  reared  upon  a  farm  from  his 
earliest  days  he  has  been  familiar  with  the  different 
lines  of  work.  In  1884  he  purchased  eighty-seven 
acres  of  fine  arable  land  on  section  4,  Goshen 
Township,  which  he  has  since  continued  to  culti¬ 
vate.  Though  his  farm  is  not  as  large  as  some,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  highly  improved  in  the  community, 
lie  is  also  engaged  in  stock-raising;  his  cattle, 
horses,  and  hogs  being  of  a  good  grade,  and  every¬ 
thing  about  his  place  denotes  thrift  and  enterprise. 
Ilis  home  is  pleasantly  and  conveniently  situated 
near  a  market,  being  only  about  four  miles  from 
Atalissa  and  four  miles  from  West  Liberty. 

Politically,  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  taking  great  interest  in  its 
growth  and  advancement.  By  his  union  with 
Miss  Moore  two  charming  little  daughters  have 
been  born,  Gertrude  May,  and  Zula  Maud,  who 
make  glad  the  parents’  hearts  and  gladden  the 
home  by  their  presence. 

B|ENJAMIN  F.  WAGNER,  a  retired  farmer 
i  residing  in  West  Liberty,  has  been  a  resi- 
/  dent  of  Iowa  since  1853.  He  is  a  native 
—  of  Ohio,  born  in  Montgomery  County,  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1814,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Esther  (Trull)  Wagner,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  German  origin. 
John  Wagner  when  a  child  removed  with  his  par¬ 
ents  from  his  native  State  to  Virginia,  where  he 
was  reared  upon  a  farm.  When  about  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  was  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of 
Montgomery  County.  He  took  up  a  claim  in 
Montgomery  County  of  640  acres,  which  he  par¬ 
tially  improved,  but  as  he  was  not  able  to  make 


the  payments  he  had  to  give  it  up,  and  bought 
another  farm  near,  the  city  of  Dayton,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  about  1824.  In  that  year  Mr. 
Wagner  removed  to  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  1836,  and  then  removed  to 
Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death  in  1844.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children:  Philip,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Louisa  County,  Iowa,  died  in  that  county  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years;  Susanna,  now  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Fudge,  is  a  resident  of  Randolph 
County,  Ini.;  Sarah,  who  wedded  James  Ruple,  of 
Michigan;  Benjamin  F.,  of  this  sketch;  Delilah, 
wife  of  James  McComaha,  who  resides  in  Califor¬ 
nia:  Abraham,  now  deceased,  who  was  an  old  resi¬ 
dent  of  Keokuk  County,  Iowa;  Jacob,  now  living 
in  Oregon;  Joseph,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Lonisa  County,  Iowa;  Isaac,  also  located  in  Ore¬ 
gon,  and  Mary,  widow  of  Marcellus  De  Camp,  of 
Louisa  County. 

Our  subject  passed  his  bo3'hood  days  in  his  na¬ 
tive  county,  but  at  the  age  of  ten  years  he  re¬ 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Wayne  County,  Ind., 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  re¬ 
ceiving  only  such  opportunities  for  education  as 
the  district  schools  afforded.  He  learned  the  pump- 
maker’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  several  years. 
In  1836  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Hunt,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  five  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  namely:  Sarah,  wife  of  Nelson 
I'ice,  of  Mitchell  County,  Kan.;  Nancy,  who  wed¬ 
ded  Adam  E.  Tice,  of  Sherman  County,  Kan.; 
Mary,  deceased  wife  of  William  Crammer;  John, 
who  served  three  years  in  the  late  war  as  a  member 
of  the  35th  Iowa  Infantry,  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one,  and  Henry  also  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty-one  years.  In  1846  the  mother  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  was  called  to  her  final  rest.  Mr.  Wagner  was 
again  married  in  1847,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Cissne,  and  a  native 
of  Ohio.  Three  children  grace  this  union:  Phoebe, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Crammer,  of  Os¬ 
borne  County,  Ivan.;  Robert  C.,  a  resident  farmer 
of  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and  Ida  R.,  residing  at 
home. 

In  the  fall  of  1853  Mr.  Wagner,  accompanied  by 
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Louisa  County,  of  which  county  he  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers.  He  was  there  engaged  in  farming 
until  1864, when  he  removed  to  Johnson  County  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Lincoln  Township.  He  greatly 
improved  the  land,  making  it  his  home  until  1887, 
when,  renting  his  farm,  he  came  to  the  city  of 
West  Liberty,  where  he  is  living  a  retired  life.  He 
still  owns  his  splendid  farm  of  160  acres  in  John¬ 
son  County,  besides  his  comfortable  home  in  the 
city  of  West  Liberty.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  though  never  taking  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs  feels  a  deep  interest  in  the  success 
of  the  party  whose  principles  he  supports  by  his 
ballot.  From  his  youth  he  has  been  a  temperance 
man  of  the  strictest  sort,  and  believes  that  the 
State  should  prosecute  the  offenders  of  the  prohibi¬ 
tory  law  to  the  fullest  extent  in  its  power.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Downey.  Though  having  made  their  home  in 
West  Liberty  but  a  short  time,  they  have  gained 
an  enviable  place  in  the  hearts  of  her  good  people, 
and  have  won  the  love  and  confidence  of  all. 

- — <-0-> - 


ENRY  G.  SMITH,  an  early  settler  residing 
on  section  27,  Bloomington  Township,  was 
born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1825* 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  His  parents,  Nathaniel  P.  and  Bath- 
sheba  (Collins)  Smith,  were  also  born  in  the  Empire 
State,  and  of  their  ten  children  six  are  now  living: 
Henry  G.,  of  thrs  sketch;  Harriet,  now  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Hemingway,  resides  at  Smyrna,  N.  Y. ;  Susanna, 
now  Mrs.  Northrop,  resides  in  the  same  city;  Mary 
Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Jaques,  is  living  in  Brookfield, 
N.  Y. ;  Charles  is  located  at  Smyrna,  N.  Y. ;  George 
is  also  a  resident  of  Smyrna.  John  died  in  New 
York  City  in  1866.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  resided  in  the  Empire  State  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1880,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  His  wife  departed  this 
life  in  1860,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  but  being 
naturally  a  mechanic  he  followed  various  occupa¬ 
tions  in  that  line.  He  worked' at  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  for  some  }rears,  and  then  went  to  Cin- 
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cinnati,  Ohio,  where  for  three  years  he  had  charge 
of  a  large  coopering  establishment,  and  also  engaged 
in  brush-making.  Leaving  that  cit}T  for  the  West, 
in  1851  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Muscatine,  where  he  again  engaged  in  brush¬ 
making,  which  he  carried  on  for  some  time,  when 
he  began  upholstering  and  wood-carving,  which 
vocations  he  followed  until  1868,  when  he  left  the 
city  to  engage  in  horticultural  pursuits.  He  pur¬ 
chased  fifteen  acres  of  land  covered  with  hazel 
brush  and  scrub  oak,  for  which  he  paid  $80  per 
acre,  and  set  out  small  fruits  of  all  kinds.  He  has 
since  added  three  acres  to  his  original  purchase, 
which,  with  the  improvements,  cost  $300  per 
acre,  and  deals  quite  extensively  in  small  fruits. 

His  farm  is  pleasantly  situated  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  northwest  of  the  Muscatine  court-house, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  improved  in  the  county.  He 
has  erected  a  fine  brick  residence,  built  a  good 
barn  and  made  other  extensive  improvements, 
which  indicates  taste,  as  well  as  thrift  and  enter¬ 
prise. 

In  1854  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  New  York,  where 
in  August  of  that  year  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  Jane  Hunt,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sophia  (Arnold)  Hunt. 

Her  father  was  born  in  Lansingburg,  and  her 
mother  in  Galway,  that  State.  He  was  an  express- 
man,  his  route  being  from  Lansingburg  to  Troy. 

His  death  occurred  May  19,  1870.  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  Mrs.  Hunt  is  still  living,  and  re¬ 
sides  in  her  native  State.  Her  grandfather  Rose 
was  a  baker  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Of  the 
family  of  which  Mrs.  Smith  was  a  member,  one  sis¬ 
ter  and  four  brothers  are  yet  living:  Sophia,  wife 
of  David  Gregg,  of  Waterford,  N.  Y. ;  Jesse,  also  a 
resident  of  that  State  ;  Enoch,  who  lives  at  Lansino-- 
burg;  George  and  Charley,  who  both  reside  at 
Troy,  N.  Y. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  Musca¬ 
tine  with  his  young  bride,  there  making  his  home 
until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  the  farm  on  sec¬ 
tion  27,  Bloomington  Township,  where  he  still 
makes  his  home.  To  this  worthy  couple  have  been 
born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  George 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  months;  Carrie  died  in 
1861,  when  only  six  weeks  old;  Charley  is  married 
- - - - - - 


and  resides  in  Hodgeman  County,  Kan.;  Cbockley 
is  married  and  resides  in  Muscatine,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business;  Clarkson  is  single 
and  is  a  ship-builder  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Florty, 
residing  at  home,  is  a  young  man  of  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  ability.  He  is  a  natural  brickmason,  quick 
to  learn,  and  shows  considerable  tact  in  that  line  of 
business.  He  has  frequently  won  at  different  times 
when  prizes  were  offered,  and  bids  fair  to  make  life 
a  success. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  having  voted  with  that  party  throughout  his 
life,  and  is  one  of  the  earnest  supporters  of  its 
principles  as  advocated  by  the  prominent  leaders. 
He  can  trace  his  ancestry  back  to  the  time  when 
members  of  the  family  aided  in  the  formation  of 
that  party,  to  which  he  gives  unswerving  allegiance. 
He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  Muscatine,  and  are  held  in 
high  regard  throughout  Muscatine  County,  where 
they  have  resided  for  almost  thirtyr-eight  years. 


VC.  BETTS,  deceased,  was  born  in  Beloit, 
Wis.,  Aug.  30,  1853,  and  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Chicago  in  1857,  and  to  Musca¬ 
tine  in  1863,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Oct.  6,  1870,  of  consumption. 
He  learned  the  printing  business  in  Muscatine,  and 
accompanied  his  brother,  E.  IT,  in  his  voyage  to 
China.  On  his  return,  as  stated  in  his  brother’s  sketch, 
they  began  publishing  the  Muscatine  Tribune.  In 
August,  1875,  he  married  Miss  Minnie  Reynold, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children:  Willie  and  Allie. 


life,  and  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  twenty  years 
assisted  the  Government  surveyors,  who  were  en¬ 
gaged  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  plan  of  the 
country  for  assessing  taxes  upon  the  property 
holders.  On  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Hahn 
resolved  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  and 
on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1845,  bidding  good-by  to 
his  home  and  friends,  started  for  Bremen.  From 
that  port  he  sailed  for  New  York,  reaching  the 
metropolis  after  a  long  voyage  of  sixty-six  days. 
The  vessels  were  then  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds, 
and  often  an  adverse  wind  would  carry  a  ship  back 
over  a  distance  which  perhaps  it  was  days  in 
crossing;  but  now  the  whole  journey  from  the 
Eastern  to  the  Western  Hemisphere,  when  the  ship 
is  driven  by  the  mighty  power  of  steam,  can 
be  accomplished  in  from  six  to  nine  days.  Ar¬ 
riving  in  New  York  Mr.  Hahn  proceeded  from 
there  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  his  cousin,  Law¬ 
rence  Klein,  was  living,  and  later  became  a  resident 
of  St.  Louis.  For  almost  five  years  he  was  contin¬ 
uously  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  and  Ohio  Rivers,  when  in  1851  he  came 
to  Muscatine  County,  and  purchased  his  present 
farm.  An  old  log  cabin,  together  with  about 
twelve  acres  of  plowed  land,  constituted  the  im¬ 
provements  upon  the  place,  but  by  his  untiring 
efforts,  his  industry  and  enterprise,  it  lias  been 
transformed  into  a  fine  farm. 

Mr.  Hahn  has  been  twice  married.  In  1850  he 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Catherine  Kneple, 
who  was  born  in  Germany,  but  hardly  more  than  a 
year  had  passed  when  she  was  called  to  her  final 
rest,  dying  Oct.  16,  1851.  He  was  again  married 
on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1853,  when  he  wedded 


AULUS  HAHN,  residing  on  section  16 
Moscow  Township,  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  June  13,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of 
\  John  Matthews  Hahn,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  the  same  county,  and  who  there  resided 
until  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children, 
six  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  Our  subject  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  emigrate  to  America,  lie  was  reared  to  farm 


Mrs.  Anna  Elizabeth  Ilocke,  who  was  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  and  came  to  America  with  her  parents,  who 
settled  in  Wilton  Township,  but  later  removed  to 
Muscatine,  where  they  have  since  departed  this 
life.  By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hahn  six  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Anna  Elizabeth,  John  A.;  Anna  Catherine,  wife  of 
Adam  Frenzel  of  Wilton;  John  Henry  and  Paulus; 
Lawrence,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months. 

Since  coming  to  Muscatine  County  Mr.  Hahn  has 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  his  fine 
farm,  now  comprising  312  acres  of  land,  is  under  a 
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high  state  of  cultivation.  He  is  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  the  community,  has  witnessed 
the  greater  part  of  its  growth  and  development,  and 
in  common  with  others  who  came  to  the  county  in 
early  days  endured  the  trials  and  hardships  of  pio¬ 
neer  life.  In  his  .political  sentiments  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  religiously,  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  to  which 
denomination  his  family  also  belongs. 

» 

JOSEPH  Y.  MORGAN,  an  enterprising  far¬ 
mer,  residing  on  section  29,  Goshen  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Monroe 
County  in  1835.  His  parents,  John  and 
Mary  (McVicker)  Morgan,  were  natives  of  Virginia 
and  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  Three  of 
that  number  are  now  deceased,  namely:  James  G., 
who  was  a  practicing  physician  of  Johnson  County, 
Iowa,  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years, 
leaving  a  wife,  who  has  since  departed  this  life,  and 
three  children,  now  living  in  Glenwood,  Iowa; 
George  Washington,  who  was  a  teacher  lay  profes¬ 
sion,  died  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  in  1854,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years;  David,  who  attended  the 
Medical  College  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  practiced  his 
profession  at  Moscow  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  December,  1866.  The  children  living  are 
J.  V.,  of  this  sketch;  William  F.,  now  married,  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Keokuk  County,  Iowa; 
Thomas  J.,  a  farmer,  residing  in  Woodbury  County, 
Iowa,  is  also  married;  John,  who  took  a  medical 
course  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  being  graduated  from  the 
school  at  that  place  in  1868,  commenced  practicing 
in  Johnson  County,  but  since  1876  has  followed  his 
profession  in  the  West. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Mr.  Morgan,  the  father 
of  this  family,  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
About  the  year  1834  he  emigrated  to  Ohio  with 
his  family,  and  after  making  that  his  home  for  ten 
years  loaded  his  household  effects  upon  a  boat  on 
the  Ohio  River,  and  with  his  wife  and  children 
started  for  Iowa.  Reaching  the  Mississippi  he  then 
came  up  the  river  to  Muscatine,  where  he  landed, 
and  then  continued  his  travels  to  Cedar  County, 


where  he  entered  forty  acres  of  Government  land, 
which  he  improved,  but  later  sold  and  returned  to 
Muscatine  County.  He  built  a  residence  in  the  city, 
and  there  engaged  in  teaming  for  awhile,  but  sub¬ 
sequently  removed  to  Wapsinonoc  Township,  where 
he  entered  560  acres  of  land,  then  called  swamp 
land,  but  by  the  aid  of  his  sons  he  transformed  this 
apparently  worthless  land  into  a  fine  farm.  His 
death  occurred  on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1867, 
when  about  sixty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat  in  politics,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
advancement  of  that  party.  His  death  was  caused 
by  accidentally  taking  an  overdose  of  morphine, 
and  proved  a  sad  affliction  not  only  to  the  family, 
but  to  his  friends  and  the  entire  community,  in 
which  he  was  one  of  the  best  citizens.  Mrs.  Mor¬ 
gan  survived  her  husband  several  years,  her  death 
occurring  in  August,  1880,  when  sixty-seven  years 
of  age. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 
father’s  farm,  and  received  a  liberal  education  in 
the  city  schools  of  Muscatine.  He  was  married  in 
this  county  in  1856,  becoming  the  husband  of  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Odell,  who  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County, 
Mich.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Drake)  Odell,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
the  latter  born  in  the  Buckeye  State.  They  re¬ 
moved  from  Ohio  to  Michigan,  where  they  resided 
until  1839,  at  which  time  the}'  became  residents  of 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Odell  here  purchased 
land,  paying  for  the  same  at  the  Burlington  land 
sale.  He  continued  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  un¬ 
til  1858,  when  he  removed  to  Illinois,  and  from 
there  went  to  Shawnee,  Kan.,  where  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His 
wife  departed  this  life  in  1842. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Morgan  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  on  the  farm  which  still  continues  to  be  his 
home.  Purchasing  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land, 
he  immediately  began  its  cultivation,  and  since  that 
time  by  his  able  management  and  industry  has 
been  enabled  to  add  to  the  original  purchase  until 
his  farm  now  comprises  400  acres  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  with  man}'  useful  and  orna¬ 
mental  improvements.  He  raises  a  fine  grade  of 
both  horses  and  cattle,  the  latter  being  mostly  of  the 
Short- horn  breed.  In  political  affairs  he  takes  an 
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active  interest,  voting  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
Goshen  Township,  and  is  prominent  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  any  enterprise  for  the  public  welfare.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  denomination  her  father  was  a 
minister. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  been 
born  two  children:  Washington  C.  wedded  Ella  I. 
Reed  in  February,  1882,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  three  children:  Harry,  Odell,  and  Joseph  H. 
Mary  Udora  is  the  wife  of  F.  L.  Fisher,  a  resident 
of  Goshen  Township,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  children:  Grace  and  Hattie. 


~7 


l^ILLIAM  C.  HUDSON,  one  of  the  pioneers 
\mll  Muscatine  County  of  1847,  is  a  leading 
farmer  of  Goshen  Township,  residing  on 
section  8.  He  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
in  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bell) 
Hudson,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
latter  of  Virginia.  They  were  married  in  the 
former  State,  and  to  them  were  born  six  children, 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  J.  B.,  the 
present  County  Recorder  of  Muscatine  Count}-; 
Mary  B.,now  Mrs.  Millhouse,  of  Keota,  Iowa;  Ann 
Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Chambers,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa;  Sallie,  now  Mrs.  Millhouse, of  Keota;  Fannie, 
who  is  also  a  resident  of  Keota;  and  William  of 
this  sketch.  The  father  of  this  family  was  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Presbyterian  faith.  He  received  a  call 
to  a  church  at  Franklin,  Ohio,  of  which  he  re¬ 
mained  pastor  for  some  time,  and  then  had  charge 
of  a  seminary  in  Tennessee  for  a  few  years.  Later 
he  returned  to  Franklin,  and  from  there  removed 
to  Xenia,  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge  of  a  church 
until  1847,  when  he  came  to  Bloomington,  Iowa, 
now  Muscatine.  He  remained  the  pastor  of  the 
church  in  this  city  for  two  or  three  years,  during 
which  time  the  first  house  of  worship  was  erected, 
and  in  1849  removed  to  the  farm  where  our  sub¬ 
ject  now  resides.  Purchasing  300  acres  of  partly 
improved  land,  he  began  its  cultivation,  but  subse¬ 
quently  sold  it.  He  is  now  living  in  Keota,  Iowa, 


at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  His  life 
has  been  one  of  labor  and  usefulness,  and  he  is  now 
resting  from  the  toils  of  former  years.  His  wife 
died  in  1884,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

Nearly  the  entire  life  of  our  subject  has  been 
passed  in  Muscatine  County,  his  parents  having  be¬ 
come  residents  of  Bloomington  in  1847,  when  he 
was  a  lad  of  five  years.  His  education  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  graded  schools  of  West  Liberty,  and 
he  also  took  one  year’s  course  at  the  University  of 
Iowa  City.  In  1875  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Flora  Alger,  their  union  being  celebrated  in 
this  county,  of  which  the  lady  is  a  native.  Her 
parents,  Pierson  and  Susan  (DeMoss)  Alger,  were 
born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  but  came  to  Iowa  in 
1840,  settling  upon  a  farm  in  Goshen  Township, 
where  they  resided  for  forty-five  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Wayne  County,  Neb.,  where  they  still 
continue  to  reside.  In  early  life  Mr.  Alger  en¬ 
gaged  in  milling,  but  after  his  removal  to  the  West 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming.  . 

Pierson  and  Susan  (DeMoss)  Alger  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  man  and 
womanhood,  only  seven  of  whom  are  now  living: 
Sarah  li.,  who  became  the  wrife  of  Henry  Mill,  and 
died  in  Muscatine  County  in  1876;  Elsie  B.,  who  is 
also  deceased;  Joseph  M.,  who  is  a  resident  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  John  D.,  a  resident  of  Wayne,  Neb.; 
James  I.,  a  farmer  of  Wayne,  Neb.;  Mary  A.  K., 
now  Mrs.  Fisher,  also  of  Wayne;  Flora,  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Ola  G.,  at  home;  Kate  P.  wed¬ 
ded  W.  S.  Dickinson,  a  farmer  of  Butler  County, 
Neb.,  and  Catherine  died  at  the  age  of  six  years. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hudson  three 
children  have  been  born:  Ralph  P.,  the  eldest,  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years  and  four  months;  Homer 
II.  and  Elizabeth  Susan  are  both  yet  at  home.  Since 
his  marriage  Mr.  Hudson  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  on  the  old  homestead,  and  is  the  owner  of 
sixty  acres  of  fine  land.  He  casts  his  ballot  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  been  an  ollice- 
seeker,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  exclu¬ 
sively  to  his  business.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  West  Liberty,  and 
take  an  active  interest  in  the  advancement  of  their 
Master’s  cause.  He  is  numbered  among  the  prom¬ 
inent  pioneers  of  Muscatine*  County,  in  which  lie 
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has  resided  for  about  forty-two  years.  Wild 
game  of  all  kinds  abounded  in  those  early  days, 
the  Indians  were  almost  as  numerous  as  the  white 
settlers,  and  the  land  was  mostly  undeveloped 
prairie.  In  the  changes  which  have  transformed 
this  region  into  one  of  the  finest  counties  in  the 
great  State  of  Iowa,  Mr.  Hudson  has  always  borne 
his  part,  and  his  sketch  deserves  a  prominent  place 
among  those  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  county. 


SETH  HUMPHREYS,  a  leading  and  worthy 
citizen  of  Bloomington  Township,  who  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  county  for  thirty- 
eight  years,  was  born  in  Canton,  Hartford 
Co.,  Conn.,  in  1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Decious  and 
Laura  (Adams)  Humphreys.  He  was  the  sixth  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  namely : 
Sereno,  Hannah,  David,  Rachel,  Martha,  Seth,  Solon, 
Laura  A.,  George,  Laura,  and  Mary.  In  1840  the 
family  emigrated  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  farming.  During  bis  resi¬ 
dence  in  that  State  our  subject  was  for  ten  years 
engaged  as  a  singing-teacher,  but  in  1851  he  left 
the  Buckeye  State  and  came  to  Iowa.  Locating  in 
the  city  of  Muscatine  he  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  business  for  about  seven  years,  after  which 
time  he  removed  to  his  present  home  on  section  27, 
Bloomington  Township,  where  he  has  since  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising.  His  farm  now  com¬ 
prises  a  fertile  tract  of  200  acres,  situated  in  Lake 
Township,  and  thirty  acres  in  Bloomington  Town¬ 
ship.  The  fine  home  with  its  beautiful  surround¬ 
ings  are  fit  subjects  of  pride  to  the  owner.  In  front 
of  the  elegant  residence  is  a  large  and  well-kept 
lawn  presenting  a  pleasing  picture  to  the  eye  when 
clothed  by  nature  in  her  robe  of  the  richest  green. 

Since  his  arrival  in  this  count}'  Mr.  Humphreys 
was  united  in  marriage,  his  union,  which  was  cele¬ 
brated  in  Muscatine  in  October,  1853,  being  with 
Miss  Mary  Jarboe,  a  daughter  of  James  M.  and 
Nancy  (Buner)  Jarboe.  Mrs.  Humphreys  is  the 
eldest  of  a  family  of  six  children,  the  remaining 
members  being  W.  Scott,  who  married  Anna  Gruel, 
and  resides  in  Columbus  Junction;  Susan,  who 
wedded  A.  F.  Wilkinson,  a  resident  of  Fall  River, 


Kan.,  was  left  a  widow  in  1878;  J.  Burke  who  now 
resides  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Hopkins  Co.,  Tex.; 
Laura  married  Dr.  Malam  Bailey,  whose  home  is  in 
Chanute,  Kan.,  and  Lee  is  located  in  Burlington, 
Coffee  County,  Kan.  In  1886  Mr.  Humphreys  was 
called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  in 
the  month  of  February,  and  was  buried  in  Musca¬ 
tine  Cemetery.  In  political  affairs  he  has  always 
taken  an  active  part,  and  is  an  ardent  and  inflexible 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
For  many  years  he  has  resided  in  Muscatine  County, 
has  witnessed  the  greater  part  of  its  growth  and 
development,  and  has  won  for  himself  an  honored 
place  in  society,  receiving  the  respect  of  all. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Con- 
gregationalist,  but  now  holds  to  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  faith.  Mrs.  Humphreys  was  a  member 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  Being  an  in¬ 
valid  for  many  years  she  was  deprived  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  regular  attendance  at  the  house  of  worship, 
but  resting  in  the  promise  of  her  Master  she  died 
in  the  hope  of  the  Resurrection.  The  portraits  of 
herself  and  husband  are  given  upon  another  page. 


I\fl  ACOB  LONG,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Goshen 
Township,  residing  on  section  14,  was  born 
in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  in  1837,  and  is  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Esther  (Lutz)  Long,  also  na¬ 
tives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  had  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  fifth  in 
order  of  birth,  and  ten  of  that  number  are  yet  liv¬ 
ing:  William,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  Abraham  lives  in  Scott  County,  Iowa; 
Daniel  was  drowned  in  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of 
twenty -eight  years ;  Perry  is  married  and  resides 
in  the  Keystone  State;  Jacob  of  this  sketch;  Me¬ 
linda  is  now  Mrs.  Hamm,  of  Pennsylvania;  Mary 
is  now  Mrs.  Ware,  of  Pennsylvania;  Caroline,  who 
resides  in  the  same  State,  is  the  wife  of  a  Mr. 
Stroup;  Esther,  who  is  single,  resides  at  home; 
Amanda,  now  Mrs.  Slenker,  is  living  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  and  Lavina,  now  Mrs.  Henry,  is  also  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  that  State.  The  father  of  this  family  fol¬ 
lowed  the  trade  of  shoemaking  in  his  younger 
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days,  but  later  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  yet 
carries  on  in  Pennsylvania.  II is  wife  departed  this 
life  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  his  native  State.  He  afterward  learned 
the  tanner’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years,  but  when  the  late  war  broke  out  he  abandoned 
business  pursuits  and  enlisted  at  Seidersville,  Pa., 
in  August,  1862,  in  the  service  of  his  country,  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  Company  G,  128th  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Infantry.  Being  ordered  to  the  front  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  where  he 
received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  left  hip,  and  was 
forced  to  remain  in  the  hospital  at  Reading,  Pa., 
for  fourteen  weeks.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
rejoined  the  companj^,  and  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville,  May  2,  being  there  captured 
and  confined  in  Libby  Prison  for  two  weeks,  when 
he  was  exchanged  and  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
enlisting  at  Troy  in  Company  D,  210th  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Infantry,  for  three  years’  service.  lie  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  Ilatchie’s  Ilun,  Five  Forks,  the 
Virginia  campaign,  and  was  on  duty  at  the  capture 
of  Gen.  Lee.  He  participated  in  the  grand  review 
at  Washington,  where  he  was  discharged  May  29, 
1865,  and  then  returned  to  his  home. 

The  same  year  Mr.  Long  was  united  in  marriage 
in  Ohio  with  Miranda  S.  Shively,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Eves)  Shively,  who  were  also  born  in  the  same 
State.  Her  father  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  but  also 
engaged  in  farming,  and  his  deatli  occurred  in 
1864.  His  wife  died  several  years  previously.  By 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  the  following  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Ulysses  Preston,  now  of  Sioux 
City,  Iowa;  Henry  S.,  who  is  living  in  Clinton,  Iowa; 
Stella,  who  is  at  home;  Minnie  May  died  Dec.  6, 
1888;  and  Sadie  Myrtle  is  at  home. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Long  engaged  in  farming 
in  Pennsylvania  for  about  five  years,  and  in  1869 
removed  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
rented  land  for  about  live  years.  In  1874  he  pur¬ 
chased  eighty-five  acres  of  improved  land,  upon 
which  he  yet  resides,  but  the  farm  has  since  been 
increased  to  ninety -nine  acres.  He  has  remodeled 
the  house  and  added  to  it,  erected  a  barn,  and  made 


many  other  desirable  improvements.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  his  home  is 
conveniently  situated  near  a  market,  being  only 
about  one  and  a  fourth  miles  from  Atalissa.  Po¬ 
litically,  Mr.  Long  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held 
various  offices  of  public  trust,  among  which  was 
that  of  Township  Trustee.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Charles  Micliener  Post  No.  362,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Atalissa,  which  organization  he  was  instrumental 
in  effecting,  and  his  name  heads  the  application  for 
a  charter.  He  is  now  Quartermaster  of  the  post, 
and  takes  great  interest  in  the  order.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Long  are  members  of  the  Disciples’  Church. 


-v 
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OIIN  W.  MAYLONE,  a  farmer,  residing  on 
section  26,  Moscow  Township,  is  an  early 
settler  of  Muscatine  County,  dating  his  resi¬ 
dence  back  to  1856.  He  was  born  in  Co¬ 
lumbiana  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  28,  1826,  and  is  de¬ 
scended  from  Irish  and  German  ancestors,  his 
grandfathers  both  being  born  of  Irish  parentage, 
while  his  paternal  and  maternal  grandmothers  were 
of  German  origin.  Ilis  parents  were  Abraham  and 
Nancy  R.  (Workman)  Maylone.  Ilis  father  was  born 
in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  12,  1797,  and  was 
a  son  of  Daniel  Maylone,  who  was  born  in  Ireland, 
but  who  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  New 
York,  whence  he  afterward  removed  to  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Maylone  was  born  Nov.  3,  1799,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  John  Workman,  who  was  of  Irish  descent. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  but  two  years  of 
age  when  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Colum¬ 
biana  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood,  united  in  marriage,  and  lived  for  more  than 
seventy  years.  By  his  union  twelve  children  were 
born,  ten  of  whom  lived  to  maturity:  Julia  Ann, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Ilockenbcrry, 
died  in  Sciota  County,  Ohio,  leaving  a  large  fam¬ 
ily  of  children;  Eliza  J.  married  William  Douglas, 
b}r  whom  she  had  several  children,  and  died  in  Co¬ 
lumbiana  County,  Ohio;  William  II.  is  a  resident 
of  Muscatine  County;  Louisa  C.  is  t lie  wifeof  Will¬ 
iam  Hollar,  a  resident  of  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  five  children;  John  W.  is 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Nancy  R.  wedded  John 
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Davidson,  a  resident  of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio, 

Burton  Gifford,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cedar 

and  has  five  children;  George  W.  went  to  Cali- 

County,  Iowa,  who  is  still  living,  in  the  eighty- 

fornia  in  1852,  where  he  was  married,  but  has  not 

second  year  of  his  age.  Her  mother,  Rebecca 

been  heard  of  for  many  years,  and  is  supposed 

(M  orrall)  Gifford,  died  sevei’al  }rears  ago.  Five 

to  be  dead;  Mary  K.  wedded  George  Meetter,  of 

children  graced  the  union  of  Mr.  Maylone  and 

Muscatine  County;  Phcebe  H.  is  the  wife  of  Will- 

Miss  Gifford,  but  only  two  are  now  living,  Ella 

iam  Etherton,  of  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.;  Melvina  J.  mar- 

May  and  Eugene,  who  are  both  at  home.  Stella 

ried  John  Hale,  but  lived  onlj'  a  short  time  after 

died  when  four  years  of  age,  and  two  little  sons, 

their  marriage;  Marcus  W.  and  Albert  G.  both 

twins,  W  illard  and  Wilfred,  died  in  infancy. 

died  in  childhood.  The  children  of  this  family 

In  1856  our  subject  purchased  his  present  farm. 

were  all  born  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio. 

but  did  not  begin  its  improvement  and  cultivation 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his 

until  several  years  later,  taking  up  his  residence 

father’s  farm,  and  received  his  education  in  the 

thereon  in  1865.  The  many  improvements  of  their 

public  and  subscription  schools  of  his  native  county. 

beautiful  home  are  the  result  of  their  own  indus- 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  learning  the  trade 

try  and  good  management,  for  manv  years  of  pa- 

of  brickmaking,  which  he  followed  for  several 

tient  labor  have  been  bestowed  upon  it.  In  his  po- 

years.  In  the  spring  of  1851  lie  first  crossed  the 

litical  sentiments  our  subject  has  been  a  life-long 

Father  of  Waters  into  Iowa  and  remained  until  the 

Democrat,  and  since  1832,  when  he  hurrahed  for 

following  January,  when  he  returned  to  his  native 

Gen.  Jackson,  has  supported  the  principles  of  that 

State,  and  with  a  party  consisting  of  fifty-two 

organization.  His  wife  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the 

men  started  overland  to  California  to  visit  the 

principles  of  the  Prohibition  party  as  taught  by  its 

gold  mines  which  had  been  discovered.  The  com- 

eminent  leaders.  The  parents,  together  with  their 

panv  took  with  them  five  ox-teams  and  crossed  the 

daughter,  Ellen  M.,  are  members  of  the  Methodist 

the  Missouri  at  St.  Joseph  on  the  6th  of  May, 

Epispcopal  Church,  and  are  numbered  among  the 

1852,  reaching  the  mining  town  of  Volcano,  in  El- 

highly  respected  citizens  of  Muscatine  County. 

dorado  County,  Cal.,  August  23.  For  four  years 

our  subject  remained  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  operat- 

_  _ _ ...  ■>,!£. ... 

ing  a  brick  yard  in  Sacramento  during  the  summer 

season,  while  the  winter  months,  or  rather  the 

Jij'  C.  HARRIS,  merchant  tailor,  of  West  Lib- 

rainy  season,  were  spent  in  the  mountains  engaged 

ILf  erty,  dates  his  residence  in  that  city  from 

in  mining.  In  his  business  enterprises  he  was  quite 

Vw  1854.  He  was  born  Sept.  28,  1828,  in  Jef- 

successful  and  returned  to  his  Ohio  home  in  June, 

ferson  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and 

1856,  but  remained  there  only  until  the  2 2d  of 

Mary  (Clem mens)  Harris,  the  former  a  native  of 

July  following,  when  he  again  came  to  Muscatine, 

Cecil  County,  Md.,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 

where,  without  interruption,  he  has  since  continued 

Isaac  Harris  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  a 

to  reside. 

blacksmith,  which  he  followed  during  his  life.  He 

On  the  28th  of  August,  1856,  our  subject  led  to 

was  a  free-hearted  man,  and  did  not  succeed  in  ac- 

the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  C.  Fiyberger,  a 

cumulating  any  great  amount  of  worldly  wealth. 

daughter  of  William  B.  Fryberger,  with  whom  the 

He  was  twice  married  and  reared  a  family  of  twelve 

young  couple  lived  for  some  time  after  their  mar- 

children,  onl}T  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  W.  C., 

riage.  By  their  union  two  children  were  born: 

of  this  sketch,  and  Sarah,  wife  of  George  Frazier, 

George  C.,  who  is  now  living  in  Perkins  County, 

of  Jefferson  County,  Ohio.  Isaac  Harris  died  in 

Neb., and  Edwin  C.,  who  makes  his  home  in  Merriam, 

Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  many  years  ago. 

I 

Johnson  County,  Kan.  In  1863  the  death  of  the 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his 

mother  occurred,  she  dying  June  7.  Our  subject 

life  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio.  Having  a  large  family 

was  again  married,  April  4,  1867,  becoming  the 

to  support;  his  father  bound  him  to  a  merchant 

i  husband  of  Miss  Ruth  E.  Gifford,  a  daughter  of 

tailor  in  Steubenville,  that  State,  until  his  majority,  i 
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He  served  but  five  years  of  the  time,  learning  the 
tailor’s  trade  in  that  time.  He  then  went  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ivy.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  five 
months,  and  then  going  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  labored  a  few  months.  The  Mexican  War  being 
in  progress,  when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  he  en¬ 
listed  in  July,  1846,  for  three  years,  in  Company 
A,  5th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war  in  1847.  On  receiving  his  discharge  Mr. 
Harris  returned  to  his  home  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio, 
but  soon  afterward  went  to  Georgetown  in  the 
same  State,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  three 
years. 

In  1850  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Al¬ 
mira  Brown,  a  native  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  George  Brown.  By  this  union  there 
were  eight  children :  Mary  Ellen,  wife  of  Aaron 
llise,  of  Washington,  Iowa;  Malvina,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Belinda,  engaged  in 
teaching  and  residing  at  home;  Willie,  a  merchant 
tailor  of  Fairfield,  Iowa;  Bertha,  wife  of  W.  S. 
Luse,  a  clerk  in  the  Peoples’  Bank  at  West  Liberty; 
Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months; 
Eddie  I).,  a  tailor  by  trade,  residing  at  home;  Sid¬ 
ney,  at  home. 

As  stated,  Mr.  Harris  came  to  West  Liberty  in 
1854,  and  for  more  than  a  third  of  a  century  has 
made  this  place  his  home.  As  a  citizen  he  is  es¬ 
teemed  by  every  one,  and  in  all  his  relations  with 
his  fellow-men  he  has  endeavored  to  adhere  to  the 
Golden  Rule,  doing  unto  others  as  he  would  others 
should  do  unto  him.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  his  home  lodge  being  Liberty  Lodge 
No.  190.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  believing 
the  principles  advocated  by  that  party  are  better 
adapted  to  the  welfare  of  the  public  in  general. 


- - - 

HARLES  A.  BANCROFT,  editor  and  pub- 
l(  „  lisher  of  the  West  Liberty  Enterprise ,  is  a 
native  of  Hennepin  County,  Minn.,  born  in 
1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  W.  Bancroft.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Montpelier,  Vt.,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm.  When  a  young  man  he  went  to 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  where  he  married  and  soon 
i  A  afterward  removed  to  Hennepin  County,  Minn., 


being  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  commu¬ 
nity.  They  located  about  eight  miles  north  of 
Minneapolis,  where  Mr.  Bancroft  took  a  claim  and 
improved  a  farm,  making  that  his  home  until  1865, 
when  he  returned  to  Montpelier,  Vt.,  where  he  yet 
resides,  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business. 
Mrs.  Bancroft  died  in  1861,  leaving  three  children  : 
Alice  M.,  now  the  wife  of  George  A.  Town,  of 
Whittier,  Cal.;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Falconer,  of 
Brainerd,  Minn.;  Charles  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

On  the  death  of  his  mother  Charles  was  but  a 
child  of  two  years.  When  his  father  removed  back 
to  Vermont  he  was  taken  by  Henry  Paul,  by  whom 
he  was  reared,  and  with  whom  he  lived  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  receiving  the  advantages  of  a 
common-school  education.  At  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Anoka  County 
Union  to  learn  the  printer’s  trade,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  three  3'ears.  He  then  went  to  Brookings 
County,  Dak.,  and  took  charge  of  his  foster-moth¬ 
er’s  farm,  following  farming  for  the  next  two  years. 
He  then  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman  printer 
in  different  places  for  one  year,  when  he  returned 
to  Brookings  County,  Dak.,  and  located  at  Elkton 
in  1884,  where  he  established  the  Elkton  Record , 
which  he  published  for  eighteen  months,  and  then 
sold  out  and  embarked  in  the  restaurant  business, 
in  which  line  he  continued  but  three  months.  Sell¬ 
ing  out  he  came  to  West  Liberty  in  1886,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  printer  in  the  office  of  the  En¬ 
terprise  for  nine  months,  when  he  purchased  the 
paper,  and  has  since  been  sole  editor  and  propri¬ 
etor.  In  this  business  he  has  been  reasonably  suc¬ 
cessful,  the  paper  having  a  good  circulation  and  a 
fine  advertising  patronage,  while  the  job  office  at¬ 
tached  has  a  fine  trade. 

In  West  Liberty  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of 
Miss  Henrietta  D.  Cornwall,  a  native  of  Ced^r 
County,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  V.  R.  Cornwall, 
of  that  county,  and  June  2,  1886,  their  marriage 
occurred.  One  son,  Clyde  II.,  came  to  bless  their 
wedded  life,  but  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1888,  the 
wife  and  mother  was  called  to  her  final  home,  leav¬ 
ing  not  alone  the  sorrowing  husband  and  young 
child,  who  will  never  know  a  mother’s  love,  but  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  to  mourn 
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her  loss.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  and  died  in  the  hope  of  a 
future  life,  where  all  is  happiness  and  where  sorrow 
never  comes. 

Mr.  Bancroft  is  also  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  belongs  to  Mount  Calvary 
Lodge  No.  95,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  to  Liberty  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  79,  R.  A.  M. ;  and  to  Raymond  Lodge  No. 
146,  K.  of  P. 

- - - 


HINEAS  NICHOLS,  a  leading  and  repre* 
sentative  farmer  of  Wapsinonoc  Township, 
residing  on  section  18,  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  county,  was  horn  in  New 
York,  in  the  county  of  Geneva,  1827,  and  is  a  son 
of  Jonas  Nichols.  The  days  of  his  boyhood  were 
passed  in  his  native  State,  and  he  was  educated  at 
the  common  schools.  In  the  spring  of  1853  he  fol¬ 
lowed  Horace  Greeley’s  advice — “Go  West  young 
man,  go  West,”  and  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  locating  on  section  18,  Wapsinonoc  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  make  his 
home.  He  purchased  480  acres  of  land,  which  he 
immediately  began  to  develop,  and  now  owns  one 
of  the  best  improved  and  cultivated  farms  in  the 
vicinity.  He  has  had  a  nice  residence  erected, 
barns  and  all  other  out-buildings  necessary  to  a 
well-regulated  farm  have  been  built,  and  every¬ 
thing  about  the  place  shows  that  its  manager  is  sys¬ 
tematic  and  enterprising. 

During  the  autumn  of  1850,  Mr.  Nichols  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  G.  Gibson,  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Six  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union:  Joseph,  now  a  farmer  of 
Wapsinonoc  Township;  Harriet,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Albert  Whitaker,  who  resides  in  Johnson 
County,  Iowa;  Lura,  who  makes  her  home  with 
her  parents;  John  Clark,  at  home;  Rosetta  and 
Rosella,  who  are  also  inmates  of  the  paternal  home. 
Mrs.  Nichols,  who  is  a  lady  highly  esteemed  for  her 
many  excellencies  of  character,  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  His  first  vote  he  cast  for  Zachary 
Taylor,  but  since  the  organization  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  he  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  its 
principles,  a  party  whose  leaders  are  numbered 


among  the  most  able  statesmen  of  our  country.  He 
has  several  times  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citi¬ 
zens  with  various  local  offices  of  trust,  among  which 
was  the  office  of  Township  Trustee.  In  connection 
with  general  farming  Mr.  Nichols  engages  quite  ex¬ 
tensively  in  stock-raising,  having  upon  his  farm  a 
fine  grade  of  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  in  this 
branch  of  business  has  been  very  successful.  He 
also  owns,  beside  his  large  farm  in  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  land  in  both  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

As  before  stated  our  subject  is  one  t>f  the  early 
settlers  of  this  county,  having  been  numbered 
among  its  leading  citizens  for  over  a  third  of  a  cen¬ 
tury.  Since  his  coming  he  has  seen  the  wild  and 
uncultivated  prairies  transformed  into  beautiful 
homes  and  farms,  towns  and  villages  sprung  up  as 
if  by  magic,  churches  and  schools  have  been  built, 
and  the  iron  horse  traverses  what  was  once  an  In¬ 
dian  trail.  In  all  the  work  of  development  and 
progress  Mr.  Nichols  has  always  borne  his  part, 
and  he  is  numbered  among  the  most  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens  of  the  community. 


JOSEPH  R.  HUNTER,  an  honored  pioneer 
and  prominent  citizen  of  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  residing  on  section  23,  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Somerset  County, 
Pa.,  born  Jan.  22,  1826.  His  parents  were  Samuel 
and  Rosa  (Lafferty)  Hunter,  who  were  natives  of 
Bedford  County,  Pa.,  the  father  born  of  Irish  par¬ 
entage,  while  the  mother  was  of  Scotch  ancestry. 
In  1842,  accompanied  by  his  family,  Samuel  Hunter 
emigrated  to  Iowa,  locating  in  West  Liberty,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  for  two  years,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  a  farm  on  section  24,  Wapsinonoc  Town¬ 
ship,  there  passing  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  in  1855 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Mary  A.  Shular,  a 
native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  and  Margaret  (Patterson)  Shular. 
Both  parents  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and 
the  father  was  of  German  descent.  In  the  fall  of 
1854  the}'  came  to  Muscatine  County,  but  remain¬ 
ing  only  a  few  months  went  to  Marion  County, 
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where  they  continued  to  reside  for  twenty  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  Lucas  County,  where  the  death  of  Mr. 
Shular  occurred.  After  their  marriage  Mr.  Hunter 
and  his  3'oung  bride  began  their  domestic  life  in 
Wapsinonoc  Township.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
ninety-five  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  transformed 
from  a  raw  state  into  one  of  the  highly  improved 
farms  of  the  county.  Politically,  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  held  the  offices  of 
Road  Supervisor  and  Constable,  discharging  his  du¬ 
ties  in  an  efficient  and  prompt  manner.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which 
they  arc  active  workers,  and  are  held  in  high  regard 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

To  this  worthy  couple  have  been  born  eight  chil¬ 
dren:  M.  A.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Buena  Vista 
County,  Iowa;  Frank,  whose  home  is  also  in  Buena 
Vista  County;  Fannie  O.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Grant  Lord,  of  Buena  Vista  County;  Mattie,  who 
wedded  S.  B.  Osborne,  a  resident  of  Muscatine 
County;  Dora;  Flora,  who  is  at  home;  Maggie 
and  Fredie,  who  are  both  deceased. 


ON.  JOHN  A.  EVANS,  a  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  Wapsinonoc  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y..  and 
was  born  in  1833.  His  parents  were  Simeon 
and  Polly  (Kelley)  Evans,  who  werealso  natives  of 
the  Empire  State,  though  the  father  was  of  Welsh 
descent,  while  the  mother  was  born  of  Irish  parent¬ 
age.  In  1834,  when  John  was  but  a  year  old,  Mr. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  removed  to  Geauga  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  father  purchased  land.  This  he 
improved,  and  from  it  developed  a  fine  farm.  Our 
subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  farm  in  Geauga 
County,  and  received  a  liberal  education,  first  at¬ 
tending  the  common  schools,  and  afterward  taking 
a  two  years’  course  in  the  seminaiy  at  Kirtland, 
Ohio.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  sufficiently 
well  educated  to  become  a  teacher,  and  going  to 
Rock  Island  County,  Ill.,  he  engaged  in  that  pro¬ 
fession.  but  after  a  few  months  was  called  home  on 
account  of  the  ill-health  of  his  father.  Gradually 
Mr.  Evans’  health  failed  until  at  last  death  claimed 


him  as  its  victim.  After  that  sad  event  John  as¬ 
sumed  the  management  of  the  farm  and  the  care  of 
the  family  for  three  years.  In  1856,  thinking  that 
he  might  better  his  condition,  he  emigrated  to  the 
West,  and  settled  at  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  his  brother.  He  later  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  for  himself,  situated  one-half  mile 
from  the  city. 

Having  prepared  a  home  for  a  bride,  in  I860, 
Mr.  Evans  was  united  in  marriage  with  Flora  M. 
Barnes,  who  is  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Three 
children  were  born  to  the  happy  couple,  but  only 
one  is  now  living:  Robert,  the  eldest,  died  in 
childhood;  Fred  W.  is  yet  residing  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  and  Willie  J.  also  died  in  childhood.  They 
also  adopted  two  children:  George  D.  Evans  (a 
nephew),  who  is  now  in  business  in  Creston,  Iowa; 
and  Jessie  Winslow,  who  is  still  with  her  adopted 
parents. 

Although  in  limited  circumstances  in  beginning 
his  active  business  life  the  chief  characteristics  of 
Mr.  Evans’  nature — industry  and  enterprise — have 
insured  his  success,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  200  acres,  pleasantly  situated  near  the 
city  of  West  Liberty,  and  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  making  a  specialty  of  raising  Short-horn 
cattle,  and  standard-bred  and  roadster  horses.  For 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  District  Agricultural  Association,  and  during 
this  time  has  either  been  President  or  served  on  the 
Board  of  Directors.  In  1887  he  was  elected  a 
Director  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  and 
re-elected  in  1889. 

Aside  from  his  business  interests  Mr.  Evans  has 
found  time  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  having  served  them  in  various  official 
positions.  He  has  held  various  township  offices, 
and  in  1877  was  the  people’s  choice  as  their  Repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  22d  General  Assembly  of  Iowa. 
During  his  term  of  service  in  the  House  he  proved 
an  efficient  member,  giving  careful  attention  and 
consideration  to  eveiy  question  which  came  before 
that  body,  and  discharging  his  duties  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 
Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party,  while  socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
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tern ity ,  is  a  member  of  Mount  Calvary  Lodge  No. 
95,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  served  as  Master  of  the 
lodge  for  many  years;  is  also  a  member  of  Liberty 
Chapter  No.  79,  West  Liberty,  in  which  he  held 
the  office  of  High  Priest  several  years,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  De  Molay  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T., 
of  Muscatine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
We  are  pleased  to  record  the  sketch  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman,  one  of  the  most  worthy  citizens  of  Mus¬ 
catine  Count}7,  who  does  all  in  his  power  to  ad¬ 
vance  its  interests  and  promote  its  prosperity. 


SAIAH  DAVIS,  formerly  of  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship,  is  a  native  of  Botetourt  County,  Va.,  and 
was  born  Feb.  10,  1816.  His  parents  were 
Benjamin  and  Catherina  (Thomas)  Davis,  and  with 
them,  when  thirteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Madi¬ 
son  County,  Ind.  The  father  secured  a  claim  in 
the  forest,  but  the  entire  farm  had  to  be  cleared  of 
the  timber  before  crops  could  be  planted.  Isaiah 
aided  in  the  labors  of  the  farm,  and  there  resided 
until  1837,  when  he  emigrated  to  Iowa,  which  was 
then  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Muscatine  County.  For  over  half  a  century 
he  resided  in  Sweetland  Township,  where  he  yet 
owns  a  highly  cultivated  farm  of  160  acres.  He 
has  not  only  witnessed  the  entire  growth  of  the 
county,  but  has  participated  in  the  great  changes 
which  have  transformed  its  wild  prairies  into  beau¬ 
tiful  homes  and  farms,  and  has  largely  aided  in 
other  ways  in  the  work  of  progress  and  development. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1844,  in  Muscatine  County, 
Mr.  Davis  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Hannah 
Drury,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  Drury.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living:  Shepherd, 
born  March  10,  1845,  enlisted  when  seventeen 
years  of  age  in  the  service  of  his  country,  becom¬ 
ing  a  member  of  Company  B,  35th  Iowa  Infantry, 
but  after  a  short  time  was  taken  sick,  and  placed  in 
the  Adams  General  Hospital,  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
-where  the  life  of  the  brave  boy  went  out,  his  death 
occurring  in  1863;  Richard,  who  was  born  Jan.  14, 
1847,  is  also  deceased;  John,  born  May  5,  1849,  is 
now  residing  in  Shelby,  Iowa,  where  he  holds  an 


interest  in  the  Citizens’  Bank;  Benjamin,  born  Feb. 
10,  1851,  is  a  resident  of  Challis,  Idaho;  Charles, 
born  April  28.  1853,  is  now  engaged  in  mining  in 
Custer  City,  Colo.;  James,  born  June  23,  1855, 
died  in  infancy;  Frank,  born  June  7,  1856,  is  now 
living  in  Washington  Terri  tor}';  Lucy,  born  July 
28,  1858,  became  the  wife  of  Andrew  Cockshoot,  a 
farmer  of  Wilton  Township,  in  1882,  and  three 
children  have  been  born  of  their  union;  Lincoln, 
born  Sept.  27,  1860,  is  located  in  Washington  Ter¬ 
ritory;  Dell,  born  in  September,  1863,  is  now  the 
wife  of  George  Ashby,  of  Shelby,  Iowa,  and  two 
children  have  been  born  unto  them;  Isaiah,  the 
youngest,  born  June  16,  1865,  is  now  married,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  farming. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  numbered  among  the 
most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Sweetland  Town¬ 
ship.  He  lias  held  nearly  every  local  office,  and 
has  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Muscatine  County. 
Mrs.  Davis  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  at  Sweetland  for  about  twenty  years, 
and  was  one  of  the  active  workers  in  that  body. 
Mr.  Davis  went  to  Washington  Territory  in  the 
spring  of  1889. 


OHN  SMITH,  the  third  settler  of  Goshen 
Township,  now  residing  on  section  33,  was 
born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  in  1822,  and 
was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eight  children 
born  to  Jarret  and  Elizabeth  (Evitt)  Smith,  who 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  born  in  County  Armanagh. 
In  1815  they  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  after 
reaching  its  shores  took  up  their  residence  in  Can¬ 
ada,  where  they  remained  one  year.  At  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  that  time  they  removed  to  New  York, 
where  they  resided  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
Pennsylvania,  making  their  home  in  that  State  for 
six  years.  In  1852  they  continued  their  journey 
to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  locating  in  Wapsi- 
nonoc  Township, where  the  father  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  until  his  death  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  After  the  death  of  her  husband,  although 
quite  an  old  lady.  Mrs.  Smith  made  a  trip  to  Cali¬ 
fornia.  She  died  in  this  county  in  1887,  at  the 
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very  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  Mr. 
Smith  supported  the  Democratic  party,  politically, 
but  was  never  a  politician. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  in  the 
district  schools  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  received 
his  education.  He  there  began  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer,  and  in  1846  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Catherine  Davis,  who  was  born  in  Morgan  County, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  (McLean) 
Davis,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State. 
Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Morgan  County.  His 
death  occurred  in  1848,  and  Mrs.  Davis  departed 
this  life  in  1876.  The  young  couple  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm,  and  resided  in  Ohio 
until  1849,  when  they  removed  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  locating  upon  the  farm  which  still 
continues  to  be  their  home.  Purchasing  forty 
acres  of  raw  prairie  land,  upon  which  were  no  im¬ 
provements,  Mr.  Smith  began  life  in  this  county. 
He  rented  a  house  into  which  the  family  moved 
until  a  home  could  be  erected,  and  he  at  once  be¬ 
gan  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  tract 
which  he  had  purchased.  As  time  passed  he  bought 
another  forty  acres,  later  purchased  1  20  acres,  after¬ 
ward  an  80-acre  tract,  and  again  he  made  a  fifth 
purchase,  this  time  becoming  the  owner  of  forty 
acres,  making  an  aggregate  of  320  acres.  This  land 
is  now  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  com¬ 
prises  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  community. 
Many  ornamental  and  useful  improvements  have 
been  made,  and  everything  about  the  place  denotes 
that  the  owner  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas, 
thrift  and  enterprise.  He  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing,  and  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  of  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  buying  and 
shipping  cattle.  Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  having  supported  that  party  since  its  or¬ 
ganization.  He  has  held  various  offices  of  public 
trust  in  the  township,  and  is  now  serving  as  Road 
Commissioner. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  eight  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
Martin,  who  is  married  and  resides  in  Pike 
Township;  William,  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Dakota;  Sophronia,  wife  of  Rev.  McGowdy,  a  min¬ 
ister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now  in  Da¬ 


kota;  Mary,  wife  of  W.  E.  Whitney,  a  jeweler; 
John,  who  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  ten  years; 
Rowena,  now  Mrs.  Ranshaw,  who  resides  in  Pike 
Township;  Davis,  who  is  married  and  also  resides 
in  Pike  Township;  and  Rhoda,  the  youngest,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  L.  C.  Hadley,  and  resides  in  Da¬ 
kota.  Mr.  Smith  was  the  third  permanent  settler 
of  Goshen  Township,  having  arrived  in  this  com¬ 
munity  when  the  county  was  almost  in  its  primitive 
state,  when  the  smoke  of  the  Indian  wigwams  had 
scarcely  blown  away,  or  the  deer  startled  from  its 
lair.  He  endured  all  the  trials  and  privations  in¬ 
cident  to  pioneer  life,  and  has  aided  greatly  in  the 
work  of  transformation  which  has  been  continually 
carried  forward  until  this  county  now  holds  rank 
with  an}-  in  Iowa.  '  He  has  made-  liberal  donations 
to  the  church  and  schools,  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  every  good  cause,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  township. 


* 


- - 

ONAT1IAN  MAXSON  is  a  well-known  citi _ 
zen  of  West  Liberty.  He  is  a  native  of 
Harrison  County,  Ohio,  born  May  31,  1833, 
and  is  of  Scotch  descent.  The  tradition  of 
the  Maxson  family  is  that  three  brothers  of  that 
name  emigrated  from  Scotland  prior  to  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  War,  Jonathan  Maxson,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  being  one  of  the  three.  He  was 
born  in  1758.  Though  reared  a  Quaker,  he  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  thus  help¬ 
ing  to  secure  the  independence  of  our  common 
country.  He  was  married  in  New  Jersey,  and  at  a 
very  early  day  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Ohio,  locating  in  what 
afterward  became  known  as  Harrison  County,  where 
he  subsequently  died  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  wife 
came  to  Iowa  with  her  son  William,  and  has  since 
died.  They  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  Will¬ 
iam,  the  father  of  our  subject,  being  fourth  in 
order  of  birth. 

William  Maxson,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
Dec.  27,  1806,  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Ohio  in 
infancy,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Harrison 
County,  but  trained  to  hard  work  and  to  make  the 
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best  use  of  bis  opportunities.  About  1832  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Delilah  Bolon,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  but  who  went  to  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
with  her  parents  at  an  early  day.  Three  children 
were  born  to  them  in  Ohio:  Jonathan,  our  subieet; 
Helen  K.  and  Thaddeus  W.,  who  are  both  engaged 
in  farming  in  Springdale  Township,  Cedar  Co., 
Iowa. 

Determining  to  seek  a  more  favorable  locality, 
in  the  spring  of  1839  Mr.  Maxson  emigrated  to 
Iowa  with  his  family,  coming  by  steamer  by  way 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  landing  at 
Muscatine  in  the  month  of  May,  and  being  thirteen 
days  en  route.  He  immediately  proceeded  to 
Cedar  Count}7,  where  he  made  claim  to  320  acres 
of  land,  which  he  afterward  entered,  and  where  he 
made  his  home  until  the  spring  of  1866,  when  lie 
sold  out  and  purchased  forty  acres  adjoining  the 
town  site  of  West  Liberty,  to  which  the  family  re¬ 
moved,  and  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1877.  The  40-acre  tract,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  seven  acres,  was  platted  and  sold  in  small 
lots.  After  coming  to  Iowa  three  more  children 
were  born:  Louisa,  now  the  widow  of  Exum  Saint, 
of  Denver,  Col.;  Elza,  now  engaged  in  farming  in 
Cedar  County,  Iowa;  and  Willard,  now  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Poor  Farm  in  Cedar  County. 

Delilah  Maxson  dying  in  1850,  William  Max- 
son  subsequently  wedded  Mrs.  Hannah  R.  Smed- 
ley,  nee  Keisler,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : 
India,  now  the  wife  of  John  Goetz,  of  Oceanside, 
Cal.;  Flemmeta,  now  the  wife  of  H.  A.  Devlin,  a 
farmer  of  Marion,  Iowa;  Chester  W.,  a  real-estate 
dealer  of  Oceanside,  Cal. ;  Azooa,  wife  of  J.  C. 
Pringey,  of  Saline  County,  Mo.  The  mother  of 
these  children  now  resides  at  Oceanside,  Cal. 

William  Maxson  was  a  man  long  to  be  remem¬ 
bered.  Endowed  with  great  natural  ability,  a  deep 
thinker,  he  was  fearless  in  the  expression  of  his 
views.  A  lover  of  liberty,  he  cared  not  if  the 
whole  world  was  aware  of  the  fact.  He  loved  his 
fellowmen,  not  alone  in  word  but  in  deed,  being  a 
liberal  contributor  to  every  enterprise  which  he 
considered  worthy.  In  the  days  of  slavery,  and 
when  the  oppressed  sought  freedom  in  the  Far 
North,  they  found  his  house  a  station  on  the  cele¬ 
brated  underground  railroad,  and  there  they  were 


cared  for  and  sent  on  their  way  rejoicing.  He  was 
a  warm  friend  of  the  famous  John  Brown,  and  at 
his  house  Brown  and  a  number  of  his  men  spent 
the  winter  of  1856-57  before  going  to  Canada, 
where  the  organization  was  perfected,  and  from 
where  they  marched  on  Harper’s  Ferry,  Ya.  Of 
the  result  of  that  expedition  of  Brown  the  whole 
world  is  aware. 

First  a  Whig,  then  a  Freesoiler,  when  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  was  organized  William  Maxson  became 
identified  with  it,  and  until  his  death  was  an  ardent 
advocate  of  its  principles.  AVhile  never  an  office- 
seeker,  he  yet  held  various  local  offices,  and  every 
duty  he  discharged  with  strict  fidelity.  He  was  a 
good  business  man,  one  ever  ready  to  take  hold 
and  advocate  any  measure  for  the  public  good. 
In  his  death  the  community  lost  one  of  its  best  and 
most  enterprising  citizens. 

Jonathan  Maxson,  as  already  stated,  came  to 
Iowa  with  his  parents  in  1839,  being  at  that  time  a 
child  of  six  years.  On  his  father’s  farm  in  Cedar 
County  he  grew  to  manhood,  assisting  in  the  farm 
work,  alternating  his  time  in  that  and  attending  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  When  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age  he  left  home  and  engaged  as  a 
farmhand,  continuing  in  that  employment  for  five 
years.  He  then  went  to  Springdale,  Iowa,  where 
he  learned  the  then  new  process  of  making  ambro- 
type  pictures,  and  for  the  next  year  and  a  half 
traveled  in  Muscatine  and  Cedar  Counties  engaged 
in  that  business. 

In  1857  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Naomi  Westfall,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Soon  after 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  went  to  Keokuk 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
one  year.  Returning  to  Cedar  County,  he  followed 
farming  another  year,  and  then  went  to  Springdale, 
where  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  for  a  time,  then  pur¬ 
chased  an  interest  in  the  establishment,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  merchandising  until  1864,  when  he  sold  out, 
moved  to  West  Liberty,  and  there  engaged  in  the 
stock  business  for  two  years.  He  then  engaged 
once  more  in  merchandising,  in  which  business  he 
continued  for  three  years.  From  that  time  until 
the  spring  of  1875  he  was  engaged  in  clerking  for 
other  parties.  He  then  received  the  appointment 
of  Postmaster  at  West  Liberty,  which  office  he  held 
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until  June,  1887,  discharging  his  duties  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  public.  His  various  commissions 
bear  the  signatures  of  Presidents  Grant,  Hayes,  and 
Arthur.  In  the  fall  of  1882  our  subject  established 
the  Dairy  and  Farm  Journal ,  of  West  Liberty,  a 
monthly  paper  devoted  to  dairy,  agricultural,  and 
stock-raising  interests,  and  continued  its  publica¬ 
tion  for  nearly  six  years.  In  1884  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  publication  of  the  West  Liberty 
Index ,  and  when  he  retired  from  the  post-office 
assumed  editorial  control,  continuing  to  fill  the 
position  as  editor  until  July,  1888,  when  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interest. 

Mrs.  Naomi  Maxson  died  March  10,  1864,  leav¬ 
ing  one  child,  Dora  L.,  born  Oct.  14,  1860,  now 
the  wife  of  W.  C.  Swem,  a  jeweler  of  Hubbard, 
Hardin  Co.,  Iowa.  On  the  13th  of  January,  1876, 
Mr.  Maxson  married  Miss  Lorencie  H.  Haven,  who 
was  born  at  Middlebury,  Vt.,  July  26,  1845,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Rebecca  Haven,  who 
were  both  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
and  there  resided  until  the  time  of  their  death,  the 
former  dying  at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  and  the  latter 
in  September,  1858.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children:  Clarissa  C.,  the  eldest,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty;  Norman  C.,  born  in  1828,  came 
West  many  years  ago,  and  for  the  past  twenty 
years  his  whereabouts  are  unknown;  Adeline  M., 
born  in  1830,  is  a  widow  Arnold,  of  East  Middle¬ 
bury,  Vt. ;  Lucelia  P.,  born  Aug.  7,  1832,  is  now 
a  widow  Carroll,  and  resides  at  West  Cheshire, 
Conn.;  Marietta  died  in  her  twenty-first  year;  Eliza 
V.,  born  Nov.  9,  1837,  became  the  wife  of  D.  W. 
Chittenden,  who  died  at  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  Sept. 
19,  1866,  and  she  subsequently  wedded  J.  H.  Bel- 
ken,  of  Davenport,  where  she  now  resides;  Laura, 
born  Jan.  12,  1839,  is  now  Mrs.  Cummings,  of 
Springdale,  Cedar  Co.,  Iowa;  Angeline,  born  May 
13,  1843,  died  when  seven  years  of  age;  Lorencie 
H.,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Maxson. 
By  his  second  wife  four  children  were  born:  Will¬ 
iam  G.,  Hal  C.,  Alice  B.  and  Raymond  R.,  all  of 
whom  yet  reside  at  home.  Once  more  the  family 
circle  was  broken,  Mrs.  Maxson  dying  Ma}r  1, 
1888,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  West  Liberty, 
and  was  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential 


members.  A  loving  wife  and  mother,  her  death 
left  a  void  in  the  family  circle  that  can  never  be 
filled,  and,  while  her  loss  maybe  more  immediately 
felt  by  those  who  daily  received  her  kind  ministra¬ 
tions,  she  was  sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends,  who  knew  her  but  to  love  her. 

Jonathan  Maxson  for  many  years  has  been  a 
leading  man  in  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  politics  he  is  an  active 
Republican.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  for 
John  C.  Fremont,  and  from  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  has  been  a  consistent  advocate 
of  its  principles.  As  a  citizen,  he  has  the  well¬ 
being  of  his  adopted  city  at  heart,  and  is  always 
ready  to  do  his  part  in  any  enterprise  having  a 
tendency  to  advance  its  interests. 


EV.  SHELDON  E.  WILCOX,  pastor  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Muscatine,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ripley,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
m  was  born  May  9,  1850.  The  family  was 
founded  in  America  in  1650,  by  ancestors  who 
emigrated  from  Wales  to  America  and  settled  in 


the  New  England  States.  The  parents  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  Charles  and  Emily  (Palmer)  Wilcox,  were 
natives  of  Connecticut,  and  in  1854  they  removed 
with  their  family  from  Ripley,  N.  Y.,  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  became  residents  of  Waupaca  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  but  five  families  in  the  county, 
and  many  were  the  trials  and  hardships  which  they 
endured  on  the  frontier.  They  were  obliged  to  go 
fifty  miles  to  mill,  and  during  the  winter  of  1854- 
55  the  only  bread  which  they  had  was  made  from 
corn  ground  in  a  coffee-mill.  To  add  to  the  trials 
of  the  family,  in  the  spring  of  1855,  the  father  was 
stricken  with  typhoid  fever  and  died,  leaving  his 
wife  with  five  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  but 
thirteen  years  of  age,  the  youngest  only  four  months 
old;  but,  notwithstanding  her  many  difficulties  and 
hard  struggles,  Mrs.  Wilcox  kept  her  little  band  to¬ 
gether  and  provided  for  their  support. 

During  the  Avinter  of  1857-58  our  subject  at¬ 
tended  his  first  term  of  school.  The  winters  of 
Wisconsin  were  then  very  severe,  and  Sheldon  had 
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to  walk  a  third  of  a  mile  to  school  with  pieces  of 
old  bed  quills  tied  about  his  feet  in  place  of  boots. 
However,  this  did  not  prevent  him  making  rapid 
progress  in  his  studies.  He  began  reading  from 
“Sanders’  Spelling-Book,”  but  at  the  end  of  the  term 
he  was  able  to  keep  pace  with  those  scholars  who 
studied  the  fourth  reader.  The  next  winter  he 
went  through  “Robinson’s  Higher  Arithmetic,”  and 
in  1865,  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  began 
teaching  school,  and  taught  until  1870.  being  Assist¬ 
ant  Principal  the  last  year  in  the  schools  of  Waupaca, 
Wis.  In  1867  he  was  converted,  and  shortly  after 
decided  to  study  for  the  ministry.  He  pursued  a 
three-years’  course  in  the  Collegiate  Academy  of 
New  York,  graduating  in  the  class  of  ’73,  with  high¬ 
est  honors,  receiving  a  $30  prize.  In  1877  he  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Madison  University  of  New  York, 
and  delivered  the  philosophical  oration,  one  of  the 
highest  honors  conferred  upon  the  pupils  of  that 
school.  He  was  also  elected  a  member  of  the  O.  B.  K., 
for  excellency  of  scholarship,  and  in  1880  his 
studies  were  completed  b}r  his  graduation  from  the 
Hamilton  Theological  Seminary,  of  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 
The  same  year  he  received  a  call  to  the  pastorate 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Homer,  N.  Y.,  and 
in  1884  responded  to  a  call  from  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Muscatine,  where  he  has  since  been 
stationed.  He  is  an  earnest  laborer  for  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  church,  and  under  his  ministration  the 
church  is  in  a  prosperous  and  flourishing  condition. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1880,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilcox 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Baker,  a 
daughter  of  John  Baker,  of  Hamilton,  N.  Y.  Three 
children  have  been  born  unto  them  :  Florence  Em¬ 
ily,  born  Sept.  7,  1881 ;  Frances  Ethel  win,  Nov.  19, 
1883,  and  Theodora  Lucretia,  Feb.  6,  1886. 


ON.  GEORGE  C.  SHIPMAN,  of  West  Lib¬ 
erty,  first  came  to  Muscatine  County,  in  1853. 
He  was  born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  Jan.  17,  1824, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  FI.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Edgerton)  Shipman,  the  latter  a  native  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  and  the  former  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  but  of  New 
England  descent,  born  in  1793,  shortly  after  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  New  England  Colony  at  Marietta,  the 
■■  -  - 


first  settlement  made  in  the  State.  William  H.  Ship- 
man  by  trade  was  a  carpenter,  and  a  fine  workman  in 
that  line.  Fie  lived  in  Marietta  until  1828,  when  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Wheeling, W.Va.,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  contractor  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  the  following  year.  After  that  sad  event 
his  widow  moved  back  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  two 
years  later  married  Joseph  Barker,  and  soon  after 
the  family  removed  to  a  farm  in  Washington  County, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Barker  was  quite  a  prominent  man, 
serving  for  several  terms  as  a  member  of  the  Leg¬ 
islature,  and  was  Associate  Judge  of  Washington 
County  for  many  years. 

When  his  mother  contracted  her  second  marriage 
George  C.  was  but  six  years  old.  He  remained  in  the 
family  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  receiving  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools,  supplemented  by  one 
year’s  attendance  at  Marietta  Academy.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  mentioned  he  secured  a  situation 
as  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then 
returned  to  the  farm  for  a  few  months,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1846  his  step-father  fitted  up  a  flatboat,  and 
together  they  loaded  it  with  produce  and  embarked 
for  New  Orleans.  Arriving  at  Memphis  he  sold 
out,  realizing  a  profit  of  $300  on  the  venture. 
Pleased  with  his  success  and  believing  the  business 
a  fairly  remunerative  one,  he  continued  to  follow  it 
until  the  fall  of  1852,  when  he  made  his  last  trip. 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  Mr.  Shipman  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Malissa  B.  Stone,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  Stone.  Believing 
the  fair  state  of  Iowa  a  far  better  country,  the 
young  couple  resolved  to  move  to  this  “beautiful 
land,”  and  in  the  fall  succeeding  their  marriage 
came  to  Muscatine  County,  where  Mr.  Shipman 
purchased  200  acres  of  land  on  section  9,  of  what 
is  now  Goshen  Township.  This  was  raw  land,  but 
willing  hands  went  to  work  and  in  due  time  it  was 
transformed  into  a  beautiful  and  productive  farm. 
On  this  farm  they  resided  until  1862,  when  the  step¬ 
father  of  Mr.  Shipman  having  died,  he  returned  with 
his  family  to  Ohio,  and  lived  on  his  mother’s  farm 
until  1867,  when  he  again  came  back,  sold  his  farm 
and  moved  into  West  Liberty,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside. 

On  coming  to  West  Libert}'  our  subject  engaged 
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in  the  grain  trade,  in  which  he  continued  for  two 
years.  He  then  embarked  in  the  grocery  and  pro¬ 
vision  business,  continuing  in  that  line  for  another 
two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office  he 
has  since  continued  to  fill,  having  been  re-elected 
biennially.  In  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  he  has  given  universal  satisfaction.  Unlike 
many  others  in  the  same  position  he  seeks  to  pre¬ 
vent  litigation  instead  of  encouraging  it  for  the  fee 
that  might  be  received. 

Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Shipman  in  this 
county,  his  neighbors  discovered  the  worth  of  the 
man,  and  he  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th  General 
Assembly.  He  was  re-elected  and  served  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  9th  General  Assembly.  During  his  first 
term  heserved  asa  memberof  the  military  committee 
with  N.  B.  Baker,  who  gained  great  reputation  as 
Adjutant  General  of  the  State  during  the  Rebellion. 
In  the  9th  Assembly  he  was  Chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  township  and  county  organization  ;a  very 
important  committee.  He  was  present  at  the  spe¬ 
cial  session  called  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War, 
voting  for  every  measure  calculated  to  facilitate 
enlistments  and  preserve  the  honor  of  the  State. 
Previous  to  the  first  election  to  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  he  served  as  Township  Assessor  in  1855,  and 
in  1857  was  elected  and  served  as  County  Assessor. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  chil¬ 
dren:  Fannie,  for  twelve  years  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Iowa  City,  died  in  February,  188G  ;  Will¬ 
iam  FI.  is  a  harness-maker,  residing  in  West  Liberty; 
Rufus  Stone  died  at  the  age  of  one  and  a  half  years; 
Mary  D.  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Clark,  a  farmer  of 
Wapsinonoc  Township;  Lizzie  and  Alice  reside  at 
home.  Mrs.  Shipman  died  in  February,  1885,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years;  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  body  she  had  been 
connected  for  many  years.  An  earnest  and  de¬ 
voted  Christian  woman,  a  loving  wife  and  mothei^ 
her  death  was  deeply  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 

In  his  church  relations  Mr.  Shipman  is  also  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  and  a  Trustee  of  the  church  at  West  Liberty . 
Socially,  he  is  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
is  at  present  Secretary  of  Mt.  Calvary  Lodge  No.  95, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  also  Secretary  of  Libert}’  Chap¬ 


ter  No.  79,  R.  A.  M.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  of  “the  strictest  sect  of  religion,”  and  withal 
a  strong  temperance  man.  He  is  Secretary  of  the 
School  Board  and  holds  a  like  position  in  the  Fair 
Association  of  West  Liberty.  As  a  citizen  no  man 
has  been  more  closely  identified  with  every  interest 
having  a  tendency  to  build  up  and  honor  the  city 
of  West  Liberty,  and  for  the  good  that  he  has  done 
and  for  the  good  that  is  in  him  he  enjoys  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


ON.  PLINY  NICHOLS,  an  honored  and 
))  representative  citizen  of  this  county,  now 
residing  on  section  29,  Wapsinonoc  Town- 
HD  ship,  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  1856. 
He  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  4th 
of  October,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Jonas  and 
Dorinda  (Purvis)  Nichols,  the  former  a  native  of 
Vermont,  born  of  English  parentage,  the  latter  of 
New  York,  of  English  descent  on  the  paternal  side, 
and  of  Welsh  descent  on  the  maternal  side. 

Jonas  Nichols  was  by  trade  a  brickmaker.  In 
the  year  of  1834,  he  emigrated  to  Morrow  County, 
Ohio,  locating  at  Cardington,  where  he  engaged  in 
brickmaking  for  several  years.  In  1854  he  cast 
his  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Muscatine  County, 
and  became  a  resident  of  Wapsinonoc  Township, 
where  he  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  his 
death  occuring  in  January,  1856,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  were  the 
parents  often  children:  Jonas,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years;  Ira,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work;  George  1\,  Avho  was  a  farmer 
and  prominent  business  man  of  West  Liberty,  now 
deceased;  Pliny,  of  our  sketch;  Phineas,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  Wapsinonoc  Township; 
Daniel,  also  a  resident  farmer  of  the  same  township; 
Isaac  C.,  who  departed  this  life  in  1886,  at  AVest 
Liberty;  William  A.,  who  is  living  in  AVest  Liberty; 
Harriet  D.,  wife  of  Henry  Peoflit,  of  Cardington, 
Ohio;  and  Eleanor  A.,  wife  of  Clark  Luse,  of  West 
Liberty. 

Our  subject  in  early  life  manifested  a  strong  liking 
for  books  and  study,  and  though  only  permitted  to 
attend  the  public  schools  during  the  winter  months, 
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liis  services  being  required  at  his  father’s  brick-yard 
during  the  summer,  he  improved  his  leisure  hours 
and  evenings  so  well  that  at  nineteen  years  of  age 
he  was  able  to  commence  teaching  with  a  first-class 
school  certificate.  His  examiner  volunteered  the 
remark  that  it  was  the  second  one  of  that  class 
issued  in  the  county  so  far  that  year.  A  term  at 
the  Harkness  Select  School  of  Woodbury,  Ohio, 
supplemented  by  a  season  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity,  of  Delaware,  Ohio,  completed  his  school 
privileges,  but  the  taste  for  reading  and  literature 
lias  remained,  and  few  men  to-day  are  better  posted 
on  literary,  religious,  business,  and  political  matters 
than  he.  Mr.  Nichols  continued  to  teach  school 
in  the  winter  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when 
in  connection  with  his  older  brothers,  Ira  and 
George,  he  took  the  contract  of  constructing  eight 
miles  of  the  Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati 
Railroad,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cardington,  Ohio. 
The  work  was  fairly  remunerative  for  Ihose  times, 
his  share  of  the  profits  for  two  years’  work  being 
about  $1,000.  The  job  completed,  Mr.  Nichols 
was  employed  byr  the  construction  company, 
(Harbach,  Stone  &  Witt)  to  complete  some  work 
on  which  other  contractors  had  failed,  and  when 
the  road  was  completed  his  services  were  retained 
by  the  railroad  company  to  take  charge  of  repairs 
on  a  division  of  twelve  miles  at  Cardington,  but 
having  purchased  a  farm  of  100  acres  near  that 
town,  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  railroad, 
and,  in  1852,  took  up  his  residence  on  the  farm, 
having  since  that  time  continuously  remained  a 
cultivator  of  the  soil. 

In  July,  1848,  Mr.  Nichols  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Miss  J.  C.  Grandy,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Celinda 
Grandy.  Seven  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union,  five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ann  L.,  now 
the  wife  of  N.  C.  Tarleton,  of  Blair,  Neb.;  George 
S.,  a  resident  farmer  of  Wapsinonoc  Township; 
Benjamin  A.,  who  is  also  engaged  in  the  same 
occupation  in  Wapsinonoc  Township;  W.  P.  and 
Linnie  at  home. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols  is  still  on  the 
farm,  where  they  took  up  their  l’esidence  over 
thirty  years  ago,  though  the  original  eighty  acres 
have  been  added  to  until  the  farm  now  comprises 


400  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cul¬ 
tivation,  with  the  exception  of  thirty  acres  of  tim¬ 
ber  land.  In  1873  a  commodious  and  handsome 
brick  residence  was  erected  at  the  cost  of  $4,500; 
the  barn  and  outbuildings  are  correspondingly 
good,  and  Mr.  Nichols  is  to-day  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  best  improved  farms  of  the  county.  lie 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  thoroughbred  Short¬ 
horn  cattle,  and  upon  his  farm  has  now  100  head 
of  recorded  stock.  His  annual  sales  amount  to 
$3,000,  and  he  raises  the  stock  which  he  ships.  He 
also  raises  a  fine  breed  of  standard  roadster  horses 
and  always  has  some  fine  specimens  on  hand.  He 
has  done  much  to  advance  the  high  grade  of  stock 
in  Iowa  and  surrounding  States,  and  his  stock-farm 
is  one  of  the  best  for  miles  around. 

Politically,  Mr.  Nichols  is  a  stalwart  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  strong  in  his  sup¬ 
port  of  the  principles  which  it  has  advocated. 
Aside  from  his  extensive  business  interests,  he  has 
found  time  to  serve  his  constituents  officially  as 
School  Director,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
the  State  Legislature.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
House  in  the  18th  General  Assembly,  and  in  the 
Senate  of  the  19th  and  20th  General  Assemblies. 
In  the  20th  General  Assembly^,  Mr.  Nichols 
was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
and  a  member  of  seven  other  important  com¬ 
mittees,  namely:  Ways  and  Means,  Agriculture, 
Commerce,  Agricultural  College,  Claims,  Retrench¬ 
ment,  and  Judicial  Districts.  Among  the  most 
important  bills  originated  and  carried  through  to 
success  in  the  Legislature  by  Mr.  Nichols  was  that 
of  “Semi-Annual  Collection  of  Taxes.”  This  was 
naturally  opposed  by  officials  and  bankers;  the 
former  on  account  of  requiring  more  work  in  the 
auditor’s  and  treasurer’s  offices;  the  latter  because 
they  had  the  idle  money  in  the  State  to  bank  on, 
but  against  the  combined  opposition  Mr.  Nichols 
carried  the  bill  through  the  House  of  the  18th 
General  Assembly,  but  it  was  killed  by  the  Com- 
mttee  on  Ways  and  Means  of  the  Senate.  In  the 
the  19tli  General  Assembly,  the  bill  was  again 
introduced  by  Mr.  Nichols,  reported  ad versety  by 
the  committee  and  lost  by  a  tie  vote  in  the  Senate. 
In  the  20th  General  Assembly,  he  again  brought 
the  measure  forward  when  it  passed  muster 
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in  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  and  mak¬ 
ing  its  passage  in  the  Senate  with  only  three  dis¬ 
senting  votes.  It  subsequently  passed  the  House 
and  became  the  law  of  the  State  by  the  approval 
of  ( I ov.  Sherman,  and  worked  to  the  great  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  community. 

Mr.  Nichols  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church,  of  South  Prairie,  of 
which  he  is  a  Trustee.  There  is  probably  no  man 
in  Muscatine  County  who  has  done  more  for  its 
upbuilding  and  its  interests  than  he;  as  a  citizen, 
he  is  true  and  loyal;  as  a  public  officer,  earnest  and 
faithful;  as  a  neighbor  and  friend,  sympathizing 
and  considerate;  as  a  husband  and  father,  loving 
and  kind;  and  as  a  Christian  he  is  sincere. 


AMES  M.  FISHER,  one  of  the  leading  stock- 
j  dealers  of  Muscatine  County,  residing  in 
1  West  Liberty,  is  numbered  among  the  set¬ 
tlers  of  1856.  He  was  born  in  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  March  7,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Dollj"  (Cole)  Fisher,  the  former  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the 
exception  of  John  M.,  who  was  accidentally  killed  in 
1841;  Laura,  widow  of  Abram  Mace,  resides  near 
the  old  home  in  Bradford  County,  Pa. ;  Helen  L., 
widow  of  William  Lyon,  is  also  a  resident  of  that 
county;  Avaline,  widow  of  Merritt  Knapp,  makes 
her  home  near  Scranton,  Pa. ;  George  W.,  engaged 
in  blacksmithing,  is  living  in  Bradford  County; 
James  M.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Isabel  is 
the  wife  of  Hiram  Adams,  of  Tioga  County,  Pa. ; 
Frederick  W.,  who  is  living  on  the  old  homestead; 
Charles  O.,  a  lumber  merchant  of  Wayne,  Neb. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  on  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Penns3Tlvania  when  sixty-one  yeais  of  age. 
He  was  a  prominent  and  influential  man  in  that 
community,  held  various  official  positions,  and  for 
many  years  was  Brigade  Inspector  of  the  State 
Militia.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Fisher  occurred  at  the 
age  of  sixty-four  years. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  in  his  early 


life  began  farming,  being  obliged  to  assist  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  Remaining  under  the 
parental  roof  until  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  then 
began  working  by  the  month,  and  continued  with 
his  employer  one  year,  after  which  he  made  a  trip 
in  1851  through  Illinois,  stopping  for  about  a  year 
in  Elgin,  after  which  he  went  to  Lockport,  N.  Y., 
and  later  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  In  1856  he 
again  came  to  the  West,  locating  in  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  rented  a  farm  of  160  acres 
for  ten  years,  and  in  1866  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Wapsinonoc  Township.  Seven  years 
were  passed  upon  that  farm,  when,  in  1873,  he  sold 
out  and  bought  240  acres  on  sections  28  and  30  of 
Goshen  Township,  which  were  but  partly  improved. 
From  this  land  he  developed  a  fine  farm,  making 
many  improvements,  and  putting  the  whole  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  given  much  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  breeding  of  fine  standard-bred  horses,  be¬ 
ing  one  of  the  largest  stock-dealers  in  the  county, 
having  shipped  annually  from  forty  to  fifty  carloads 
of  hogs  and  cattle.  In  1  868  he  bought  “Black  Dan,’’ 
a  fine  Bashaw,  and  has  been  the  owner  of  many 
other  celebrated  animals,  among  which  was  “Spy- 
buck,”  that  carried  off  three  premiums  at  the  stock 
show  at  Chicago,  and  also  received  the  first  premium 
as  a  single-buggy  horse  in  1888,  under  the  name  of 
“Spy.”  Mr.  Fisher  continued  to  reside  upon  the 
farm  until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of 
West  Liberty,  since  which  time  he  has  given  his  at¬ 
tention  exclusively  to  the  breeding  of  Ilambleton 
ian  stock,  and  upon  the  farm  will  be  found  thirty - 
five  head  of  fine  bred  horses. 

In  1854  Mr.  Fisher  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Matilda  N.  Moore,  who  was  born  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  C.  and 
Anna  (Smith)  Moore,  who  are  natives  of  Brad¬ 
ford  County,  Pa.,  and  now  reside  in  New  York. 
By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  eight  children 
have  been  born:  Laura,  wife  of  Felix  Rock,  a 
farmer  of  Wapsinonoc  Township;  Fred  L.,  who  re¬ 
sides  upon  a  farm,  giving  his  attention  to  its 
cultivation  in  the  summer,  while  the  winter  months 
he  spent  in  teaching  school;  John  M.,  a  graduate 
of  the  Columbus  Junction  schools  of  the  class  of  ’82, 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  teaching  in  Wright 
County,  Iowa;  Stella,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
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Christian  Church,  and  formerly  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing,  is  the  wife  of  T.  E.  Haurigan,  Principal  of  the 
schools  in  Crawfordsville,  Iowa;  Willie,  who  died 
when  a  babe;  Harriet  is  the  first  assistant  teacher 
in  the  High  School  of  West  Liberty;  Gertrude  is  a 
student  and  yet  resides  with  her  parents;  Louisa, 
who  is  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  have  given  their  children  all 
good  educational  advantages,  such  as  will  fit  them 
for  any  position  which  they  will  be  called  upon  to 
fill,  and  have  reared  a  family  of  intelligent  and 
honorable  sons  and  daughters,  of  whom  they  may 
justly  feel  proud.  Socially,  our  subject  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in  political  senti¬ 
ments  is  a  Jackson  Democrat.  Beginning  life  with 
only  a  young  man’s  bright  hope  of  the  future  and 
a  strong  determination  to  succeed,  his  success  is 
due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  His  industry  and 
perseverance,  combined  with  good  business  ability, 
have  gained  for  him  a  comfortable  competence, 
and  he  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  citizens  of 
Muscatine  County.  Mrs.  Fisher  has  been  truly  a 
helpmate  to  him,  and  is  one  of  Muscatine  County’s 
most  estimable  women.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  is  beloved  by  all  for  her 
many  excellencies  of  character. 

_ - - <— 


ARTIN  APPEL,  foreman  of  the  sawing 
department  in  the  Ilershej7  Lumber  Com- 
pany,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in 
1833,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a  family 
of  ten  children,  who  were  as  follows:  Adam,  Se¬ 
bastian,  Mary,  Margaret,  Catherine,  Susanna, 
George,  Michael,  John  and  Martin. 

In  company  with  his  brother  John,  who  is  now 
deceased,  our  subject  at  the  age  of  eighteen  3’ ears 
left  his  native  land  and  emigrated  to  America. 
The  voyage  completed,  they  landed  at  New  York 
Aug.  4,  1852.  Martin  at  once  began  seeking  for 
employment,  and  in  a  short  time  engaged  to  work 
on  a  plank-road.  Not  long  afterward  he  secured 
work  in  a  sawmill  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  where  he 
passed  the  succeeding  three  years.  While  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  that  community  he  formed  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  Miss  Louisa  Smith,  a  native  of  Scranton, 


who  in  the  spring  of  1856  became  his  wife. 
The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  A.  and  Eliza 
(Eclienburg)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  She  was 
the  eldest  of  six  children  born  unto  them,  and 
of  that  number  five  are  yet  living,  namely:  Louisa, 
wife  of  our  subject,  wdio  was  born  Aug.  8,  1837, 
in  Penusj'l vania;  Washington  Henry,  who  is  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  the  Kej^stone  State;  Charles  II.  and  Joseph, 
who  reside  in  Pennsylvania;  and  Emma,  wrho  is 
living  in  Scranton,  Pa. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Appel  removed 
with  his  3roung  bride  to  Muscatine,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  II.  W.  Moore,  but  after  a  short  time 
engaged  writh  the  IIerslie3T  Lumber  Company,  writh 
which  he  has  since  continued.  Not  long  after  en¬ 
tering  its  service  he  was  appointed  foreman  of  the 
sawing  department,  and  the  long  period  in  which 
he  has  filled  that  position  is  a  high  testimonial  of 
the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged 
his  duties,  and  the  respect  and  confidence  in  which 
he  is  held  by  his  empbyyers.  He  is  a  man  of  ster¬ 
ling  worth  and  unspotted  character,  and  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all.  He  belongs  to  several  civic 
societies;  in  1854  became  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  in  Pennsylvania;  in  1864  joined  the  Masonic 
order,  and  in  1876  became  a  member  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  In  1854  he  received  his  naturalization  pa¬ 
pers,  making  him  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
since  which  time  he  has  voted  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party. 

B3'  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Appel  twrelve  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  George,  the  eldest,  who  was 
born  Jan.  26,  1857,  and  is  a  resident  of  California, 
married  Helen  McCurdy,  a  native  of  that  State, 
and  works  in  car-shops;  William,  a  resident  of 
Muscatine,  born  March  30,  1859,  wedded  Mary  II. 
Hahn,  a  daughter  of  John  Hahn,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children — Frederick,  William  and 
Ida;  Ida  E.,  born  Oct.  8,  1860,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Muscatine  High  School,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
teaching;  Mary  E.,  born  Dec.  27,  1861,  died  Nov. 
26,  1868;  Louisa  A.,  born  Dec.  27,  1861,  died  Feb. 
5,  1862;  Emma  F.,  born  Dec.  27,  1863,  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  the  High  School  of  this  cit3y  and  is  engaged 
in  teaching  in  South  Muscatine;  Della,  born  July 
8,  1866,  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  and 
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resides  at  home;  Cora  II.,  born  Oct.  19,  1867,  died 
Jan.  23,  1869;  Christie  L.,  born  Feb.  22,  1870,  is  a 
graduate,  of  the  Muscatine  High  School,  and  also 
follows  the  profession  of  teaching;  Charlie  L., 
born  Aug.  20,  1872,  and  Grade  E.,  born  Jan.  24, 
1875,  are  at  home;  Aura  E.,  born  March  28,  1878, 
is  now  attending  school. 


ellARLES  E.  BUCIvMAN,a  leading  farmer  of 
Goshen  Township,  residing  on  section  4,  was 
born  in  Baltimore  County,  Md.,in  1845.  He 
is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four  children  born  to 
Phineas  and  Cynthia  (Roberts)  Buckman,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Maryland.  The  family  is  descended 
from  Phineas  Buckman,  who  came  to  this  country 
with  William  Penn,  locating  in  Pennsyvania.  The 
father  engaged  in  milling  for  about  twenty-one 
years  of  his  life,  when  he  began  the  occupation  of 
farming,  which  he  has  since  continued.  In  1855, 
accompanied  by  his  family,  he  removed  to  Musca¬ 
tine  County,  Iowa,  taking  up  his  residence  in 
Goshen  Township,  where  he  yet  continues  to  reside. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckman  are  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Charles  E.,  of  this  sketch;  Oliver,  a  civil 
engineer,  residing  at  Napa,  Cal.;  Catherine,  now 
Mrs.  Aikins,  whose  home  is  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa, 
and  Anna  W.,  now  Mrs.  Irwin,  of  this  county. 

Our  subject  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in 
Baltimore  County,  Md.,  but  in  1855,  when  ten  years 
of  age,  came  with  his  parents  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa.  His  education  was  received  in  the  district 
schools.  Choosing  farming  as  the  occupation  which 
he  wished  to  follow  through  life,  he  purchased 
eighty-six  acres  of  partly  improved  land,  and  im¬ 
mediately  began  its  cultivation,  and  by  economy 
and  industry  has  been  enabled  to  add  to  the  orig¬ 
inal  purchase,  until- he  now  owns  172  acres  of  fine 
arable  land,  highly  improved  and  cultivated.  A 
good  house  and  barn  have  been  built,  and  the  farm 
is  well  supplied  with  good  stock,  Mr.  Buckman 
making  a  specialty  of  raising  Short-horn  cattle. 

In  1872,  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Louisa  Walter,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
(Michener)  Walter,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 


vania,  but  in  an  early  day  emigrated  to  the  Buck¬ 
eye  State,  and  thence  removed  to  Iowa  in  1853,  set¬ 
tling  in  Cedar  County,  where  Mr.  Walter  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1875,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  wife  still  survives 
her  husband.  Three  children  grace  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckman — Walter  Emmett,  Eva  May 
and  Harry  Oliver,  who  are  at  home  and  attend 
school.  Mrs.  Buckman  is  a  member  of  the  Cumber¬ 
land  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cedar  County.  The 
home  of  this  worthy  couple  is  pleasantly  situated 
about  four  and  a  half  miles  from  West  Liberty,  and 
three  miles  from  Atalissa.  In  his  political  senti¬ 
ments  Mr.  Buckman  is  a  supporter  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  its  welfare. 

He  has  held  various  local  offices  of  trust,  was  elected 
Township  Trustee,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888  was  re¬ 
elected  to  that  offiee,  now  serving  his  second  term. 

He  has  ever  been  prominent  in  the  promotion  of 
educational  interests,  has  served  on  the  School 
Board  for  six  years,  and  is  School  Treasurer  at  the 
present  time.  He  is  one  of  the  highly  respected 
citizens  of  this  community,  and  a  leading  farmer  in 
the  township  where  he  resides. 

- 

^-^ARYEY  B.  KLINE,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmer,  residing  on  section  26, 
Goshen  Township,  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  16th  day  of  January, 
1845,  and  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren  born  to  Elias  D.  and  Mercy  (Edgar)  Kline, 
who  are  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  1 1  is 
paternal  grandfather  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  his  parents  were  -pioneers  of  Columbia  County, 
where  Mr.  Kline  entered  land,  and  still  engages  in 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  his  native  State  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm,  and  his  education 
was  received  in  the  public  schools.  lie  remained  a 
resident  of  Pennsylvania  until  1872,  when  he  re¬ 
solved  to  make  his  future  home  in  the  West,  and 
removed  to  Henry  County,  111.,  where  lie  spent  one 
year  engaged  in  farming.  He  then  came  to  Iowa, 
and  spent  one  year  in  Atalissa,  where  he  conducted 
a  hardware  store  fora  year,  and  in  1871  removed  to  ’  ’ 
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his  present  home  on  section  26,  Goshen  Township. 
In  this  county  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss 
Rowena  Jones,  a  daughter  of  Abner  and  Caroline 
(Overman)  Jones,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio,  but 
came  to  this  county  at  a  very  early  day,  being 
among  the  first  people  to  locate  on  the  west  side  of 
Cedar  River.  The  acquaintance  of  the  young 
couple  ripened  into  love,  and  in  1876,  at  Atalissa, 
Iowa,  they  were  united  in  marriage.  To  them 
have  been  born  an  interesting  family  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely :  Marietta,  Cyrus,  Everit,  Blanche 
and  Ada  M. 

In  1874  Mr.  Kline  purchased  180  acres  of  well- 
improved  land,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  township,  it  being  stocked  with 
a  high  grade  of  horses  and  cattle.  It  is  pleasantly 
situated  about  two  and  one-half  miles  from  Ata¬ 
lissa,  and  everything  about  the  place  testifies  that 
the  owner  is  a  man  of  industry  and  enterprise. 
Politically,  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  in  1888  held  the  office  of  Su¬ 
pervisor.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
true  friend,  he  doing  all  in  his  power  to  introduce 
and  cultivate  a  good  system  of  public  instruction, 
and  is  now  serving  as  School  Director.  One  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  the  township,  he  is  highly 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


«  WILLIAM  HUTTIG,  who  is  probably  associ- 
\Jl  ated  with  more  public  and  business  enter- 
prises  than  any  other  citizen  of  the  county, 
was  the  subject  of  an  interesting  sketch  in  the  Mus¬ 
catine  Daily  Journal,  of  May  15,  1886,  to  which  we 
are  indebted  for  the  many  salient  features  of  this 
biography.  Mr.  Huttig  was  born  near  Jena,  the 
old  capital  of  the  Duchy  of  Saxe- Jena  in  1836.  To 
the  student  of  history  the  name  of  Jena  will  recall 
one  of  the  most  famous  battles  and  victories  of 
Napolean  I.,  and  to  the  lover  of  belles-lettres  and  the 
arts  the  still  more  famous  and  noble  seat  of  learn¬ 
ing,  founded  here  as  the  central  university  of  the 
Saxon  States,  surrounded  with  its  halls  of  art  and 
schools  of  music.  In  the  companionship  of  three 


elder  brothers  and  one  younger  sister  William  Hut¬ 
tig  passed  his  boyhood,  attending  the  village  school 
until  completing  its  course  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Jena  as  a  pupil 
in  music  of  the  distinguished  Professors  Winkler 
and  Held,  little  dreaming  at  the  time  that  the  first 
practical  use  of  his  art  would  be  to  lead  a  brass 
band  through  the  streets  of  an  infant  town,  thous¬ 
ands  of  miles  away,  across  the  Atlantic,  in  the 
prairie  wilderness  of  Iowa.  He  pursued  the  pre¬ 
scribed  tuition  under  these  eminent  teachers,  and 
then  went  to  Cable,  and  subsequently  to  Leipsic, 
and  it  was  from  this  latter  city  that  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  departed  for  America.  It  is  often 
remarked  that  nature  delights  in  violent  contrasts, 
and  human  fortune  is  certainly  subject  to  the  same 
law.  What  greater  transformation  could  occur  to 
a  young  man  than  to  be  taken  out  of  the  scenes  of 
historic  old  Leipsic,  nestling  by  the  walls  of  the 
ancient  castle  of  Pleissenburg,  its  Easter  Fair,  of  600 
years’  observance  still  attended  by  crowds  of  Turk¬ 
ish,  Greek,  Armenian,  Persian,  and  Chinese  mer-  ^ 
chants;  its  streets  paraded  by  the  thousand  students 
of  its  university,  five  centuries  old,  and  a  like  num¬ 
ber  of  pupils  of  its  art  schools  and  conservatories 
of  music;  the  trade  of  its  150  bookstores  making  it 
the  principal  seat  of  the  publishing  business  in 
scholarly  Germany,  and  ranking  only  second  in  the 
world  to  London  and  Paris;  a  city  five  times  be¬ 
sieged  and  taken  in  the  Thirty  Years’  War;  the 
scene  also  of  that  battle  of  nations  in  which  Napo¬ 
leon’s  victory  at  Jena  was  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  his  overwhelming  defeat — out  of  the  scenes  and 
associations,  and  from  the  art  studies  of  old  Leip¬ 
sic,  to  suddenly  find  himself,  in  June,  1855,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  at  Muscatine.  In  his 
recounting  of  that  earlier  experience  in  the  West  it 
was  laughable,  though  revealing  a  very  somber 
state  of  things,  to  hear  him  say  that  he  spent  the 
first  two  years  in  Muscatine  at  odd  jobs  of  masonry 
and  other  work  in  trying  to  get  enough  money  to 
take  him  back  home.  If  there  was  ever  a  genuine 
case  of  homesickness  we  can  believe  that  this  was 
one.  But  the  dark  clouds  began  to  break  after  the 
strain  of  the  first  two  years.  More  congenial  occu¬ 
pation  was  found.  He  began  teaching  music,  and 
was  given  the  leadership  of  the  brass  and  string 


bunds  of  Muscatine.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  this  patriotic  young  music-student  of  Leipsic 
and  Jena  organized  a  band  to  accompany  the  35th 
Iowa  Regiment,  but  before  they  left  Camp  Strong 
an  order  was  issued  to  discharge  all  regimental 
bands,  and  Mr.  Huttig  returned  home.  He  con¬ 
soled  himself  in  this  disappointment  by  the  happiest 
of  alternatives  in  his  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine 
Becker,  of  this  city,  in  which  auspicious  union  the 
last  strand  of  regret  parted  which  had  bound  his 
allegiance  to  old  Saxony.  It  was  about  this  time 
also  that  he  entered  the  grocery  business,  opening 
a  store  adjoining  the  Weed  &  Bridgman  block. 
The  following  year  his  brother  Fred,  the  present 
city  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors, 
now  absent  in  Europe,  was  admitted  to  a  partner¬ 
ship,  and  since  then  the  two  have  gone  through 
their  business  career  under  the  well-known  title  of 
Huttig  Bros.,  which  they  still  retain. 

In  1868  the  brothers  started  a  lumber-yard,  the 
initiatory  step  to  the  creation  of  that  fame  and  for¬ 
tune  which  made  the  name  of  Huttig  Bros.,  the 
whole  country  over,  synonymous  with  the  highest 
business  enterprise  and  success.  After  two  years 
in  the  lumber  trade  it  was  superseded  by  the  sash, 
door,  and  blind  business,  whicli  has  been  followed 
to  date.  The  brothers  confined  themselves  to  trade 
until  1881,  when  their  present  mammoth  factory 
and  works  were  built  in  this  city,  and  a  company 
incorporated  with  the  following  organization:  Fred 
Huttig,  President;  William  Huttig,  Manager  and 
Treasurer;  Er.  Lumpe,  Vice  President;  Harry  Hut¬ 
tig,  Secretary. 

In  1883  the  firm  incorporated  the  Western  Sash 
and  Door  Company  of  Kansas  City,  with  William 
Huttig  partner  and  President,  as  now  conducted. 

In  1885  the  Huttig  Bros,  established  the  Huttig 
Sash  and  Door  Company  of  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Charles 
II.  Huttig  being  admitted  to  the  new  company  and 
elected  to  the  management  of  its  operations,  with 
Mr.  William  Huttig,  Secretary. 

In  1888  the  Muscatine  Real  Estate  Company, 
embracing  a  number  of  local  capitalists,  was  organ¬ 
ized,  and  Mr.  Huttig  was  made  its  President.  In 
the  same  year  the  Ashton  Flour  and  Feed  Com¬ 
pany  was  formed,  and  Mr.  Huttig  was  elected  to  the 
1  r  presidency.  In  this  year  Muscatine  saw  the  neces¬ 


sity  of  reviving  and  reorganizing  the  Board  of 
Trade  on  an  active  and  substantial  basis,  and  Mr. 
Huttig  was  chosen  President,  an  office  which  he  still 
fills  to  the  advantage  of  this  city. 

In  December,  1  887,  he  associated  with  his  brother 
Fred  and  other  liberal  Republicans  and  Democrats 
of  Muscatine  in  organizing  the  Muscatine  News 
Company  to  sustain  the  publishing  of  a  daily  and 
weekly  newspaper  in  the  city  and  county  of  Mus¬ 
catine  for  the  dissemination  of  liberal  political 
ideas,  of  which  company  he  was  elected  President, 
and  to  whose  business  energy  and  enterprise  the 
Netcs  is  largely  indebted  for  its  remarkable  success. 
Mr.  Huttig  being  unanimously  re-elected  to  the 
presidency  in  the  second  year  of  the  paper. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Muscatine  Bridge 
Company  for  the  building  of  a  high  bridge  over 
the  Mississippi  River  at  Muscatine,  Mr.  Huttig  was 
elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  at  the  second 
annual  meeting  held  April  f),  1889,  he  was  elected 
to  the  presidency  of  the  company.  As  the  com¬ 
pany  at  this  last  date  had  the  problem  and  labor 
before  it  of  providing  means  for  the  construction 
of  a  $140,000  bridge,  the  election  of  Mr.  Huttig 
was  no  light  compliment  to  the  executive  force  of 
that  gentleman. 


Our  subject  took  an  active  part  in  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  the  Muscatine  Oatmeal  Company,  of  which 
he  was  elected  Vice  President,  holding  the  same 
office  in  the  Muscatine  Terra  Cotta  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  and  being  prominent  in  the  organization  of 
the  Muscatine  Street  Car  Company  and  other  local 
enterprises. 

The  opening  of  Oklahoma  to  settlement,  in  April 
of  this  year,  furnishes  another  illustration  of  Mr. 
Iluttig’s  active  and  far-reaching  enterprise.  No 
sooner  was  the  Presidential  proclamation  issued  for 
the  opening  of  the  Territory  than  Mr.  Huttig  was 
immediately  heard  of  at  Purcell  on  the  border, 
when  the  Oklahoma  Lumber  and  Grain  Company 
was  forthwith  organized,  with  Mr.  Huttig  as  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  provision  made  for  the  establishment  of 
three  lumber-yards  and  depots  in  the  Territory  as 
soon  as  the  stock  could  be  shipped  in  by  fast 
freight  dispatch. 

Following  our  subject  into  his  fraternal  and  social 
fellowships  with  the  world  it  will  scarcely  surprise 
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to  find  that  one  of  such  cosmopolitan  tendencies 
holds  attachments  in  these  kindly  spheres  equally 
broad  as  his  business  relations.  He  enjoyes  an 
eminent  membership  in  both  Free  Masonry  and 
Old  Fellowship.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  Protective  Association.  A  distinguished 
member  of  the  United  States  Knights  of  Honor,  he 
enjoys  the  prestige  of  being  twice  elected  Grand 
Dictator  of  that  order  of  Iowa.  Quite  as  honora¬ 
ble  and  useful  as  these  State-wide  and  national  con¬ 
nections  he  is  a  member  of  the  Muscatine  School 
Board. 

Mr.  Huttig  was  among  the  founders  of  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  in  Iowa,  and  remained  true  in  his 
allegiance  to  that  party  in  State  and  Nation  until 
its  prohibitive  legislation,  in  Iowa,  and  confiscatory 
enactments  impelled  him  to  the  political  independ¬ 
ence  which  he  maintains  to-day.  Before  his  party 
relations  were  thus  strained  he  was  frequently  solic¬ 
ited  by  his  party  to  represent  it  as  a  candidate,  and, 
though  as  persistently  declining,  he  was  given,  in 
1883,  the  nomination  for  mayor  of  Muscatine.  In 
a  city  where  Democracy  is  accustomed  to  carry 
the  election  by  a  majority  of  hundreds  he  was  de¬ 
feated  by  the  nominal  majority  of  twenty-three  in 
a  total  vote  of  1,461. 

His  youth  reared  in  a  duchy  which  had  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  300,000  Protestants  to  10,000  Catholics, 
and  a  resident  student  of  a  city  celebrated  for  the 
Leipsic  Conference  in  which  Luther  bore  part,  Mr. 
Huttig  could  not  be  otherwise  than  a  child  of  the 
Reformation  and  a  member  of  the  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  of  Muscatine.  But  he  is  known  for 
the  liberality  of  his  religious  culture  and  faith,  and 
in  no  ecclesiastical  view  could  he  be  classed  as  an 
offensive  partisan. 

Of  the  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Becker, 
there  have  been  born  three  children  :  Anna,  wedded 
to  Mr.  G.  W.  Brandt,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Nellie, 
recently  married  to  Mr.  D.  S.  McDermid,  now  of 
Muscatine;  and  Harry,  the  indefatigable  and  ac¬ 
complished  Secretary  of  the  Huttig  Bros.  Manufac¬ 
turing  Company. 

Here  we  close  this  brief  story  of  pluck,  energy, 
and  application.  It  does  not  lose  in  moral  because 
there  flash  and  re-echo  over  it  the  music  and  lights 
of  Leipsic  and  Jena,  but  the  indomitableness  ex- 
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hibited  rather  takes  on  a  higher  virtue  and  beauty 
for  being  graced  with  the  arts  of  the  school  and 
the  conservatory. 

A  portrait  of  this  honorable  gentleman  is  found 
on  another  page. 


y^ILLIAM  F.  SEE,  residing  on  section  8, 
Goshen  Township,  was  born  in  the  county 
of  Bath,  Ky.,in  1836,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a 
family  of  six  children  born  to  William  and  Michal 
(Johnson)  See,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Bour¬ 
bon  County,  Ky.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  died  in  Kentucky  in  1864,  at  the  age 
of  nearly  seventy  years,  while  his  mother  died  in 
January,  1873,  at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy-five 
years.  The  See  family  was  of  German  descent,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  emigrating  from 
Germany  and  settling  in  Virginia.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  pioneer  of  Bourbon  County, 
Ky.,  emigrating  from  Virginia.  On  his  mother’s  side 
the  family  was  of  Welsh  and  Irish  descent,  they 
emigrating  to  Virginia  at  a  very  early  day,  and 
from  there  to  Kentucky. 

William  F.  See  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  district  schools  of  Kentucky.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  10th  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
for  twelve  months.  He  enlisted  at  Flemingsburg, 
Ky.,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Covington,  the  same 
State.  The  regiment  was  engaged  in  guerrilla  war¬ 
fare  during  the  whole  time  of  its  enlistment.  Mr. 
See  was  honorably  discharged  at  Maysville,  Ky., 
Sept.  17,  1863,  and  on  the  10th  of  November,  in 
the  same  year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eme- 
line  L.  Arnold,  a  native  of  Fleming  Count}',  Ky., 
and  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Frances  (Muse)  Ar¬ 
nold,  who  were  also  natives  of  Kentucky. 

In  1864  our  subject  came  to  Iowa,  settling  in 
Jones  County,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
partly  improved  land,  on  which  he  erected  a  good 
house  and  barn,  improved  the  land,  and  added  to 
the  farm  from  time  to  time  until  it  comprised  340 
acres.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  sold  that  farm,  and 
in  April  of  the  same  year  came  to  Goshen  Town¬ 
ship,  where  he  purchased  228  acres  on  section  8, 
of  well-improved  land.  He  has  since  added  forty- 
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two  acres  to  his  possessions,  giving  him  a  fine  farm 
of  270  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  and 
usually  has  on  hand  from  sixty  to  seventy  head 
of  good  grades  of  Short-horn  cattle.  He  has  also  a 
fine  grade  of  Cl}Tdesdale  and  Norman  horses. 

Our  subject  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  at  West  Liberty.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Alice  and  Cora  May,  both  of  whom  reside  at  homo. 

Mr.  See  has  two  sisters  in  Kentucky,  Ann  Eliza, 
widow  of  M.  T.  Mitchell,  and  Elizabeth  T.  King, 
residing  in  Fleming  County,  Ky. 


HOMAS  McINTIRE,  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Muscatine  County,  residing  on  sec¬ 
tion  30,  Goshen  Township,  was  born  in 
Holmes  County,  Ohio,  in  1834,  and  was  the  eighth 
child  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  William 
and  Eleanor  (Aiken)  Mclntire,  who  were  pioneer 
settlers  of  Steubenville,  Ohio,  having  emigrated  to 
that  State  when  it  was  a  Territory.  The  father 
there  improved  a  fine  farm,  which  is  still  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  family.  He  took  quite  an  active  part 
in  political  affairs  in  his  day,  voting  with  the 
Democratic  party.  His  death  occurred  in  the 
Buckeye  State  many  years  ago,  and  Mrs.  Mclntire 
died  in  1874,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-one 
years. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent 
upon  his  father’s  farm  in  Ohio,  and  his  education, 
like  so  many  others  of  that  day,  was  received  in  a 
little  school-house  built  of  logs,  with  puncheon 
floor,  slab  seats,  and  an  immense  fireplace.  His 
school  days  being  over,  he  commenced  farming  in 
Ohio,  but  in  1855  left  the  parental  roof,  and,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  tide  of  human  emigration  to  the  West, 
located  in  Goshen  Township,  Muscatine  County, 
residing  for  a  time  with  William  Holmes,  Jr.  He 
subsequently  rented  land  near  Atalissa,  and  in 
1860  purchased  a  raw,  uncultivated  tract  of  160 
acres  in  Pike  Township,  which  he  improved  and 
later  sold.  The  first  land  which  he  owned  in  this 
State  was  located  in  Ringgold  County,  and  en¬ 
tered  from  the  Government.  In  1868  he  purchased 


400  acres  of  raw  prairie  in  Goshen  Township,  and 
immediately  began  its  improvement  and  develop¬ 
ment.  Fields  were  plowed,  crops  planted,  trees  set 
out,  and  three  houses  built,  in  connection  with 
other  useful  improvements.  The  land  was  at 
length  all  put  under  cultivation,  and  by  subsequent 
purchase  the  original  tract  has  been  increased  until 
now  640  acres  of  fine  arable  land  pay  tribute  to  the 
care  and  cultivation  of  the  owner.  The  barns  and 
out-buildings  are  all  models  of  convenience,  the 
stock  which  he  raises  is  of  the  best  grades,  and 
everything  about  the  place  stands  as  a  testimonial 
of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Mclntire  is  a  man  of  thrift 
and  enterprise,  and  possessed  of  good  business 
ability.  He  has  always  taken  an  interest  and  aided 
in  any  enterprise  which  would  benefit  the  public, 
and  assisted  in  building  the  county  ditch  to  the 
extent  of  $1,800.  He  also  takes  an  active  part  in 
political  affairs,  voting  with  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  is  an  ardent  supporter  and  a  zealous 
worker.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
true  friend,  he  earnestly  advocating  the  need  of  a 
good  system  of  public  schools,  and  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  bring  about  such  a  result.  He  also  as¬ 
sisted  in  organizing  the  school  districts  in  his  town¬ 
ship. 

In  1856  our  subject  led  to  the  marriage  altar 
Miss  Mary  Parry  who  was  born  in  Delaware,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  David  and  Lydia  (Hollingsworth) 
Parry,  who  were  also  natives  of  Delaware.  In 
1855,  accompanied  by  his  family,  Mr.  Parry  emi¬ 
grated  to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  purchasing  a 
farm  in  Goshen  Township,  upon  which  he  yet  re¬ 
sides.  1 1  is  wife  having  died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  his  daughter  is  now  keeping  house 
for  him.  Eight  children  graced  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mclntire:  John  T.,  Caleb  L. ;  Abraham 
L.,  who  is  married  and  resides  on  the  home  farm ; 
Anna;  Ella,  now  Mrs.  Grin  Markham,  of  Goshen 
Township;  Elmer,  Thomas,  and  Hannah.  Their 
home  is  pleasantly  situated  about  three  miles  from 
West  Liberty,  and  they  hold  a  high  position  in  the 
social  world  of  Goshen  Township.  Our  subject  is 
one  of  the  self-made  men  of  this  community.  He 
left  home  at  an  early  age,  and  began  life  in  limited 
circumstances  upon  a  rented  farm,  but  by  his  un¬ 
tiring  energy,  his  perseverance  and  good 
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ment  has  gained  a  comfortable  competence,  being 
now  the  owner  of  a  section  of  land  besides  other 
property.  His  honorable,  upright  life  has  won  him 
many  friends,  and  he  receives  the  universal  respect 
of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations  bring 
him  in  contact. 


1MLLIAM  WIESE,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion  13,  Goshen  Township,  was  born  in 
VvW  Prussia,  Germany,  on  the  22d  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Anna 
(Iioda)  Wiese,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germany. 
In  that  country  the  father  followed  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade,  but  in  1862,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  he  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in  Mos¬ 
cow  Township,  Muscatine  Countyy since  which  time 
he  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  are  zealous 
workers  in  their  Master’s  vineyard,  and  do  all  in 
their  power  to  advance  the  cause. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
his  native  land,  but  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  this  country.  He 
received  a  liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  throughout  his  entire  life  has  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming.  On  the  12th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1876,  in  the  village  of  Moscow,  he  led  to  the 
marriage  altar  Miss  Melinda  Lange,  who  was  born 
in  that  village,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Heury  and 
Caroline  (Grose)  Lange,  who  were  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many.  Both  parents  emigrated  to  this  country  in 
early  life,  their  union  being  subsequently  celebrated 
in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  they  resided  until  1850. 
at  which  time  they  came  West,  locating  in  Moscow 
Township.  For  awhile  Mr.  Lange  followed  the 
trade  of  a  painter,  but  afterward  operated  a  ferry 
for  many  years  on  the  Cedar  River  at  Moscow, 
where  he  made  his  home.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he 
responded  to  the  country’s  call  for  volunteers,  en¬ 
listing  at  Muscatine  for  three  years’  service  in  Com¬ 
pany  C,  35th  Iowa  Infantry.  For  three  years  and 
seven  months  he  was  actively  engaged  in  service 
on  the  Southern  battle-fields,  after  which  he  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Davenport.  At  the  close 
of  hostilities  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Muscatine 
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County,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  called 
to  his  final  home  in  February,  1880,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven  years,  nine  months  and  eighteen  days. 
Mrs.  Lange  is  still  living,  and  resides  in  Moscow. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Wiese  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  for  his  father  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  the  latter  gave  him  160  acres  of  land, 
the  old  homestead,  upon  which  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside.  To  the  original  tract,  by  his 
industry  and  frugality,  he  has  added  until  now  310 
acres  of  fine  arable  land  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and 
cultivation.  In  connection  with  farming  he  engages 
quite  extensively  in  stock-raising,  making  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  raising  Norman,  Percheron  and  Clydes¬ 
dale  horses.  He  also  raises  the  best  grade  of 
Short-horn  cattle,  and  is  the  owner  of  some  thor¬ 
oughbred  stock.  An  energetic,  enterprising  far¬ 
mer,  he  has  been  quite  successful,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  township.  His 
home  is  pleasantly  situated  about  one  and  three- 
fourths  miles  from  Atalissa,  on  section  3.  In  the 
organization  of  the  school  districts  he  gave  consid¬ 
erable  assistance,  and  has  always  been  prominent 
in  the  promotion  of  any  enterprise  for  the  public 
welfare.  Politically,  he  is  not  a  party  man,  but 
casts  his  ballot  for  what  in  his  judgment  seems  to 
be  right  and  will  best  benefit  the  mass  of  people. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiese  six  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born — Anna  Caroline,  Albertina 
Augusta,  Henrietta  Elnora,  Elizabeth  Otilda,  Will¬ 
iam  Theodore,  and  Rudolph  Lewis.  The  parents 
are  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  take  an 
active  interest  in  the  work  of  that  denomination, 
and  are  numbered  among  Muscatine  County’s  best 
citizens. 

SA  GREGG,  of  West  Liberty,  is  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  1837,  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  of  Muscatine  County. 
He  is  a  native  of  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
born  Nov.  25,  1806,  and  on  his  father’s  side  is  of 
Irish  descent,  his  ancestors  coming  to  America 
with  the  Penn  colony". 

Samuel  Gregg,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State,  and  in  his  yrouth  learned  the 
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blacksmith’s  trade,  and  subsequently  the  trade  of  a 
miller,  following  the  latter  occupation  the  greater 
part  of  bis  life.  He  married  Ann  Sinclair,  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  they  reared  a  family  of  ten  children, 
only  two  of  whom  are  living:  Asa,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  Tacy  W.,  now  the  widow  of  Eze¬ 
kiel  True,  and  who  resides  at  Urbana,  Ohio. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  Samuel  Gregg 
was  drafted  into  the  service  and  taken  to  the  camp 
of  Gen.  Washington.  Being  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  and  conscientiously  opposed  to 
warfare,  he  was  excused  by  the  General  and  told 
to  go  home  and  raise  food  for  those  who  did  fight. 
This  he  willingly  did.  About  1793  he  took  his 
family  and  emigrated  to  Ohio,  locating  about  eight 
miles  from  Circleville,  where  he  opened  a  farm  and 
occupied  it  for  some  years.  lie  then  moved  to 
Belmont  County,  in  the  same  State,  being  among 
its  pioneers.  lie  first  engaged  in  farming,  but 
afterward  built  a  mill  near  the  present  city  of  Bel¬ 
mont,  which  he  operated  a  few  years.  In  1812  he 
moved  to  Knox  County,  Ohio,  and  built  a  large 
mill  near  Fredericktown,  which  he  operated  and 
where  he  lived  for  about  twenty  years.  He  then 
went  to  Logan  County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occurring  in  1840, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  wife  also  died 
at  the  same  age. 

Asa  Gregg,  the  only  surviving  son  of  Samuel 
and  Ann  Gregg,  in  his  youth  learned  the  miller’s 
trade,  remaining  at  home  and  assisting  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  went 
to  Fredericktown,  where,  in  company  with  an  elder 
brother,  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  carriages,  which  business  he  followed  until 
1837,  when,  desiring  to  better  his  condition  in 
life,  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  located  in  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  where  he  bought  a  claim  of  240  acres  of 
land,  on  section  10,  which  he  entered  and  partially 
improved.  In  1839  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  sec¬ 
tion  2,  of  the  same  township,  where  he  bought  160 
acres,  which  he  improved  and  made  his  home  until 
1866,  when  he  moved  to  West  Liberty,  where  he 
has  since  continued  to  reside. 

In  1830  Mr.  Gregg  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  Drake,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Carey)  Drake,  who 


were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio,  emigrating 
from  New  Jersey,  of  which  State  they  were  natives. 
Ten  children  have  blessed  their  union:  Edwin  R., 
now  a  resident  of  West  Liberty;  Elbridge  L.,  now 
living  in  Perry,  Iowa,  is  a  locomotive  engineer; 
Louisa,  widow  of  Silas  A.  Jackson,  a  member  of 
the  11th  Iowa  Infantry,  who  was  killed  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents;  Adelia,  wife  of  B.  C.  Stratton,  of  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ill.;  William,  a  stockman  at  Evans,  Colo.; 
Charlotte,  wife  of  F.  A.  Wright,  of  West  Liberty; 
Aurelia,  wife  of  F.  A.  McDonald,  a  civil  enffineer 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Charles,  a  ranchman  in 
Idaho;  two  died  in  infancy. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Gregg,  politically,  was  a  Whiff, 
though  he  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  John 
Quincy  Adams,  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
Whig  party.  With  that  party  he  acted  until  its 
dissolution,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  Repub¬ 
lican  of  the  stalwart  kind.  The  principles  of  that 
party  are  dear  to  his  heart,  and  he  cannot  forget 
that  upon  nearly  4,000.000  of  human  beings  it  con¬ 
ferred  the  blessings  of  freedom;  that  it  carried  the 
Union  safely  through  the  shock  of  Civil  War,  the 
greatest  war  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the 
world;  that  it  safely  passed  through  the  reconstruc¬ 
tion  period;  that  against  great  opposition  it  placed 
the  currency  of  the  country  upon  a  specie  basis 
without  trouble  to  the  financial  world.  With  such 
a  history,  and  led  by  some  of  the  grandest  men 
that  this  or  any  other  nation  ever  produced,  he 
does  not  fear  to  place  the  destiny  of  the  country 
in  its  hands.  Active  in  politics,  whenever  called 
upon  he  did  not  refuse  to  respond  to  the  call  of 
duty  to  his  fellow-citizens,  and  for  twenty  years 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for 
fifteen  years  was  Postmaster  of  the  old  town  of 
Most  Liberty.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
general  good  of  the  public,  he  has  ever  been  in 
the  front.  An  easy  and  fluent  writer,  one  well 
informed  upon  the  early  history  of  West  Liberty 
and  Wapsinonoc  Township,  in  the  year  1878  he  pre¬ 
pared  and  had  printed  a  history  of  the  town  and 
township,  which  found  its  way  into  almost  every 
household,  and  is  treasured  as  a  valuable  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  history  of  Muscatine  County. 

For  more  than  a  half  century  Asa  Greff"  has 
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been  an  honored  citizen  of  the  county ;  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  every  change  that  has  been  made  in  its  de- 
velopement,  and  in  every  work  he  has  been  actively 
engaged.  Few  men  are  better  known  and  none 
more  highly  respected.  His  good  wife,  who  has 
shared  with  him  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  a  well 
spent  life  of  nearly  sixty  years,  yet  remains  with 
him,  and  hand  in  hand  they  pass  along  the  latter 
end  of  life’s  journey,  with  the  happy  thought  that 
their  parting  here  can  be  of  short  duration,  while 
an  eternity  awaits  them  beyond  the  river.  She  is 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


VfjONATHAN  F.  GURLEY,  a  prominent  resi- 
!  dent  of  Fruitland  Township,  residing  on 
section  14,  is  largely  engaged  in  shipping 
island  products  to  the  North.  He  was  born 
in  Tolland  County,  Conn.,  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1827,  and  of  his  father’s  family  of  four  children 
was  tbe  oldest.  His  parents,  Josephus  and  Corne¬ 
lia  (Royce)  Gurley,  were  also  natives  of  Connec¬ 
ticut. 

The  origin  of  the  Gurley  family  is  traced  back 
to  the  seventeenth  century.  The  first  of  the  name 
of  whom  we  have  record  was  William  Gurley,  who 
affirmed  that  he  was  stolen  from  some  part  of  Scot¬ 
land,  probably  Colinbury,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  The  name  is  still  extant  there,  though  spelled 
in  different  ways,  as  “Girly”  and  ‘-Guriy,”  while 
the  present  branch  of  the  family  spell  it  “Gurley.” 
William  Gurley  left  no  record  of  his  parents  or 
relatives.  He  was  born  in  1665,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  twent}r-two  years,  being  accidentally  drowned 
in  the  Connecticut  River. 

Samuel  Gurley,  son  of  the  said  William  Gurley, 
was  born  May  17,  1687,  and  died  Feb.  23,  1760,  in 
the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.  He  married 
Experience  Rust,  of  Northampton,  Conn.,  who  died 
May  16,  1796,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  her 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  the 
sons  being  Jonathan  and  Samuel. 

Jonathan  Gurley  was  born  April  2,  1715,  and 
died  March  15,  1746.  He  married  Hannah  Baker, 
in  1737,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children:  Will¬ 
iam,  Jacob  Baker,  Jonathan,  Daniel,  Ebenezer, 


Hannah,  Esther  and  Titus.  Hannah,  his  wife,  died 
in  1796,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  her  age. 

Jonathan,  a  son  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  Gur¬ 
ley,  was  born  April  10,  1744,  and  died  Nov.  23, 
1814.  He  married  Jerusha  Bennett  in  1764.  She 
died  in  June,  1835,  in  the  ninety-first  year  of  her 
age.  They  had  a  large  family  of  children :  Ephraim, 
Roger,  Jonathan,  Fluvel,  Ann,  Jerusha,  Esther, 
Olive,  Rebecca,  and  Harriet. 

Capt.  Roger  Gurley,  the  fifth  in  line  of  descent,  was 
born  Sept.  13,  1766,  and  died  at  Willimantie,  Conn., 
Oct.  27,  1836,  in  the  seventy -first  year  of  his  age; 
he  received  his  title  of  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Roger  Gurley  and  Permelia  Bicknell,  daughter  of 
Moses  Bicknell,  were  married,  and  had  born  to  them 
the  following  children  :  Jonathan,  Josephus,  Moses 
Bicknell;  Harrison,  who  is  now  living  at  New  Hamp¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Chickasaw 
County;  Permelia,  Almira,  Arvella,  Sally,  Harriet, 
Julia  and  Louisa.  Mrs.  Gurley  died  in  February, 
1842. 

Josephus,  son  of  Capt.  Roger  and  Permelia  Gur¬ 
ley,  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Conn.,  March  28,  1796, 
and  there  died  Jan.  25,  1837.  In  1821  he  married 
Dorothy  Farwell,  daughter  of  Thomas  Farwell,  of 
Mansfield,  Conn.,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  one 
daughter,  twins,  born  March  8,  1823.  Six  days 
after  their  birth  their  mother  died.  For  his  second 
wife  Josephus  Gurley  married  Cornelia  Royce, 
Feb.  22,  1826.  She  was  born  June  19,  1809,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  James  Royce,  Jr.,  of  Mans¬ 
field,  Conn.  They  had  one  son  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters:  Jonathan  Fields,  Frances  Bicknell,  Julia  Mi¬ 
randa  and  Eunice.  About  1828  the  family  moved 
to  Morrisville,  N.  Y.,  where  Mr.  Gurley  carried  on 
the  comb  manufacturing  business  in  company  with 
his  brother  Jonathan  for  about  eight  years,  when, 
on  account  of  failing  health,  he  sold  out  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Mansfield,  where  he  died  Jan.  25,  1837, 
at  a  settlement  called  Gurleyville,  Tolland  Co., 
Conn.,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  North  Mansfield 
Cemetery,  where  many  of  the  descendents  of  the 
Gurley  family  are  interred.  Mrs.  Cornelia  Gur¬ 
ley,  who  is  yet  living,  is  a  resident  of  Morrisville, 
and  is  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  her  age. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  afterward  worked  at  silk  manufacturing 
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for  several  years.  In  1851-52  he  erected  a  silk 
manufactory,  at  Morrisville,  N.  Y.,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  for  some  time.  He  was  married  in  Cincinna- 
tus,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1852,  becoming  the  husband  of  Eliza  C.  Kingman, 
who  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1833,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Nancy  (Root)  Kingman, 
who  were  among  the  pioneerDsettlers  of  Cortland 
and  Chenango  Counties,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was 
born  March  4.  1800,  and  her  mother  Oct.  10,  1803. 
The  father  engaged  in  merchandising,  and  also  car¬ 
ried  on  farming  for  a  time,  and  in  1857  moved  to 
the  West,  locating  in  Taylor’s  Falls,  Minn.,  where 
he  erected  a  mill,  and  engaged  in  lumbering  for 
two  years.  Thence  he  removed  to  Mattoon,  III., 
where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising  until 
his  death,  from  pneumonia,  which  occurred  on  the 
28th  of  January,  1864,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  Mrs.  Kingman  died  of  asthma,  June  25, 
1868,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Gurley,  John  and  Isabella 
Kingman,  were  natives  of  New  York.  The  first 
Kingman,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  was  Henry 
Kingman,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Wales  in 
1635,  and  settled  in  Weymouth,  Mass.  Mitchell 


Kingman,  a  descendent  of  Henry,  was  born  in 


Westerfield,  Mass.,  in  1744.  He  was  Captain  of  a 
company  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  died  at 
Cincinnatus,  N.  Y.,  in  1819.  John  Kingman  was 
born  in  Westerfield,  N.  Y.,  and  was  married  on  the 
12th  of  February,  1795,  and  they  moved  to  Cincin¬ 
natus,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  Recruiting  Colonel  in  the 
War  of  1812,  raised  three  companies  and  gave 
them  to  Col.  Hathaway.  He  died  in  1858. 

Mrs.  Gurley’s  maternal  grandfather,  Daniel  Root, 
was  born  Nov.  9,  1775,  and  died  Dec.  12,  1847,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  He  entered  the  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  pro¬ 
moted  Colonel  for  bravery  at  the  battle  of  Lundy’s 
Lane.  It  was  his  company  that  killed  Gen.  Brock, 
in  whose  memory  a  monument  was  erected  over 
his  grave  at  Queenstown,  Canada.  Col.  Root  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  after  several  months  confine¬ 
ment  was  exchanged  for  some  British  officers. 
Chenango  County  honored  him  with  a  seat  in  the 
Legislature. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gurley  re¬ 


mained  in  New  York  until  1857,  when  he  sold  his 
silk  manufactory,  and  removed  to  Taylor  Falls, 
Minn.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  milling  and  lum¬ 
bering  business  with  Charles  Kingman,  his  father- 
in-law.  The  terrible  panic  of  1857.  followed  by 
the  hard  times  of  1858,  1859  and  1860,  was  disas¬ 
trous  to  the  firm,  and  they  lost  all  they  invested  in  the 
enterprise.  Mr.  Gufle3rthen  determined  to  remove 
from  the  Territory,  and  in  1860  located  at  Keitsh- 
burg,  Ill.,  where  he  started  a  lumberyard,  and  also 
engaged  in  buying  and  shipping  grain  and  country 
produce.  In  1860-61  money  was  very  scarce,  and 
what  little  was  in  circulation  was  almost  worthless, 
and  was  known  as  “red-dog”  and  “wild-cat”.  Pro¬ 
duce  of  all  kinds  was  low  in  price,  wheat  bringing 
but  thirty  cents  per  bushel,  corn  ten  cents,  rye  fif¬ 
teen  cents,  oats  ten  cents,  dressed  pork  82  per  100 
pounds,  eggs  three  cents  per  dozen.  Much  of  the 
produce  had  to  be  hauled  twenty-five  miles  to  the 
river  to  find  a  market. 

In  1864  our  subject  moved  to  Burlington,  Iowa, 
where  he  became  agent  for  the  Singer  sewing- 
machine,  carrying  a  full  line  of  machine  supplies. 
In  1869  he  traded  property  in  Minnesota  for  un¬ 
improved  land  on  the  island,  the  farm  being  144 
acres  in  extent,  100  acres  of  which  he  planted  in 
fruit,  but  as  this  was  not  a  paying  investment  he 
turned  his  attention  to  the  raising  of  sweet  pota¬ 
toes,  watermelons,  and  other  garden  produce  espe¬ 
cially  adapted  to  the  soil.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
shippers  on  Muscatine  Island,  and  there  raised  the 
first  large  crop  of  sweet  potatoes.  In  1872  he 
bought  nearly  all  the  sweet  potatoes  that  had  been 
raised  on  the  island,  shipping  them  to  St.  Paul 
and  other  places  north,  since  which  time  he  has 
built  up  an  extensive  trade.  He  ships  his  produce 
from  the  landing  known  as  Gurley’s  Landing,  and 
finds  market  for  the  produce  in  nearly  every  town 
along  the  Mississippi  north  of  Muscatine,  to  and 
including  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis.  His  energy, 
enterprise,  and  business  ability  have  made  this  line 
of  work  a  success,  and  he  well  deserves  a  liberal 
share  of  the  public  patronage,  lie  formerly  took 
an  active  part  in  political  affairs,  voting  with  the 
Anti-Monopolists,  and  was  nominated  by  that  party 
to  the  Legislature,  polling  a  strong  vote.  Socially,, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O-F.  in  New  York 
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To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two 
children:  Charles  K.,  who  was  born  in  Morrisville, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  21st  of  October  1857,  married  Lucy 
E.  Pease,  in  Muscatine,  Nov.  13,  1878.  They  have 
two  daughters,  Gertrude  and  Zella.  The  family 
reside  in  the  southern  limits  of  Muscatine,  where 
Charles  K.  is  engaged  in  market-gardening,  and  the 
shipping  of  vegetables.  Ellen  C.  was  born  in 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  Jan.  17,  1875,  and  is  still  at 
home  with  her  parents.  Mrs.  Gurley  and  children 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  home  is  pleasantly  situated  about  one  mile 
south  of  the  city  limits,  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  is  known  as  the  Riverside  Fruit  Farm. 
Though  called  away  from  home  a  great  part  of  the 
time  looking  after  his  business  affairs,  Mr.  Gurley 
takes  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
county,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  aid  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  any  enterprise  for  the  public  good. 


INDLEY  HOOPES,  now  residing  on  section 
36,  Lake  Township,  is  numbered  among  the 
prominent  citizens-  and  early  settlers  of 
Muscatine  Count}7,  Iowa,  where  he  has  resided  since 
the  spring  of  1856.  He  was  born  in  New  Gardon 
Township,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  5th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Hannah  (Jones) 
Hoopes.  He  traces  his  family  genealogy  on  his 
father’s  side  back  to  Israel  Hoopes,  who  emigrated 
from  England  in  company  with  William  Penn,  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  name  on  this  continent.  So 
far  as  is  known  all  the  families  of  this  name  are 
lineal  descendants  of  Israel  Hoopes  and  his  large 
family  of  sixteen  sons.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  and  was  of  Welsh 
origin,  her  ancestors  having  also  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  Colonial  times.  Isaac  and  Hannah 
Hoopes  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  six  of  whom  are  now  liv¬ 
ing:  Joseph  J.,  who  is  now  living  in  the  city  of 
;  Muscatine,  at  the  advanced  age  .of  eighty-one; 
Phoebe,  wife  of  William  Mitchner,  of  Malioming 
County,  Ohio;  Lindley,  who  was  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth;  Eliza,  widow  of  William  Glass,  now 
r  residing  in  Huntingdon  Count}7,  Pa.;  Reese  H.,  who 


is  a  resident  of  Sherman,  Kan.;  and  Mary,  widow 
of  Irskin  Baldwin,  Chester  County,  Pa.  Those  of 
the  family  now  deceased  are:  Griffith,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen;  Lydia  A.  died  when  eighteen 
months  of  age;  Cliockley  II.,  who  died  in  Mifflin 
County,  aged  twenty -two;  Amy,  who  was  the  wife 
of  Abner  Eldridge,  died  in  Muscatine  County; 
Ezra  Mitchner  died  in  Mifflin  County,  Pa.;  and 
Rebecca,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Orr,  and 
after  his  death  wedded  George  Thorne,  died  at 
Toronto,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  in  April,  1888.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
four,  and  the  mother  at  seventy -six.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  sincere 
Christian  people,  who  were  greatly  beloved  and 
respected  for  their  many  noble  traits  of  character. 

Our  subject  received  a  very  limited  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen  years  left  the  parental  roof  to  begin  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself.  He  went  to  Mifflin  County, 
Pa.,  and  there  secured  employment  as  a  farm  laborer 
at  a  salary  of  $6  per  month  for  a  few  months,  and 
the  following  winter  attended  a  subscription  school 
for  three  months,  after  which  he  engaged  as  an 
apprentice  to  the  carpenter  trade.  In  the  winter 
of  1834  he  went  to  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  where 
he  worked  under  instruction  at  the  cabinet-maker’s 
trade  until  the  spring  of  1836,  when  lie  started  for 
the  West.  In  company  with  two  other  young  men 
he  reached  Ottawa,  Ill.,  where  he  worked  at  the  car¬ 
penter’s  trade  for  a  few  months,  and  then  traveled 
through  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio  on  his  return 
trip  to  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  where  he  arrived 
in  December,  1836.  During  that  winter  lie  was 
employed  at  the  cabinet-maker’s  trade,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  spring  he  embarked  in  the  furniture  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  in  Birmingham,  Pa. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1838,  at  Birmingham, 
Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.,  Mr.  Hoopes  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Addleman,  who  was  born 
in  Huntingdon  County,  May  6,  1819.  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Gauo)  Addleman. 
Nine  children  have  graced  their  union:  William 
II.,  of  Muscatine,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  book;  Sarah  A.  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  William 
Barckley;  John  A.  resides  with  his  parents,  and  is 
in  partnership  with  his  father  in  farming,  and  breed- 
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ing  heavy  draft-horses,  thorough-bred  Short-liorn 
Durham  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs;  Joseph  E. 
and  Emerson  G.  are  residents  of  Muscatine,  and 
are  members  of  the  firm  of  Ilahn,  Iloopes  &  Co. 
(see  notice  of  business  on  another  page);  and 
Mary  C.  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Addison  Wood,  a 
farmer  of  Sweetland  Township.  One  child  died  in 
infancy  unnamed;  Lindley  S.  died  Aug.  26,  1856, 
and  Rebecca  O.  became  the  wife  of  Martin  Bart¬ 
lett,  and  died  in  Muscatine,  Feb.  25,  1870. 

Mr.  Iloopes  continued  in  business  in  Birmingham 
until  the  spring  of  1839,  when  he  removed  his 
stock  to  Warrior’s  Mark,  Pa.,  carrying  on  the 
business  there  until  about  the  year  1845,  when  he 
went  to  Clearfield  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  a  saw  and  grist  mill  and  dam. 
In  1847  he  went  to  McVeytown,  Mifflin  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  engaged  in  building  canal-boats  until 
1850,  when  once  more  he  returned  to  Huntingdon 
County,  locating  in  Mechanicsville,  where  he  be¬ 
came  proprietor  of  a  hotel  which  was  conducted 
on  temperance  principles.  Mr.  Iloopes  was  next 
employed  in  supplying  provisions  to  the  men  who 
were  building  the  tunnel  through  the  Allegheny 
Mountains,  and  after  that  was  completed  he  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  West,  and  started 
for  Iowa,  landing  in  Muscatine  County  in  the 
spring  of  1856.  For  two  years  he  followed  the 
trade  of  carpentering  with  his  brother  Joseph,  who 
was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  then  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  brother  Reese  purchased  440  acres  of 
land,  which  has  since  been  divided.  On  a  Monday 
morning  in  April,  in  the  year  1856,  Mr.  Iloopes 
began  the  erection  of  a  small  dwelling,  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  which  were  16x26  feet,  and  into  the  cabin 
the  family  moved  on  the  following  Thursday.  The 
first  barn  owned  by  our  subject  consisted  of  four 
poles  driven  into  the  ground,  and  the  roof  formed 
of  hazel-brusli.  Thus,  amid  the  inconveniences  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  he  laid  the  foundation  for 
one  of  the  best  homes  in  Lake  Township,  a  com¬ 
munity  which  is  noted  for  its  good  society  and 
high  morality;  there  never  having  been  a  drop  of 
liquor  sold  within  its  borders. 

As  time  rolled  on  and  the  farm  became  improved, 
their  circumstances  grew  better,  and  their  wants 
increased  with  their  wealth.  They  felt  the  need 
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of  better  buildings,  and  the  rude  barn  and  pioneer’s 
shanty  were  replaced  with  a  large,  commodious 
barn  and  a  costly  and  comfortable  dwelling.  When 
all  things  were  going  well  with  them,  and  suc¬ 
cess  seemed  to  reward  their  every  effort,  an  un¬ 
expected  misfortune  suddenly  came  upon  them. 
On  the  3d  of  May,  1868,  a  destructive  cyclone 
passed  through  the  neighborhood,  completely  de¬ 
stroying  the  barn  and  house  of  Mr.  Iloopes.  The 
family,  warned  of  their  danger  by  the  approaching 
cloud,  took  refuge  in  the  cellar,  and  escaped  with 
but  slight  injury.  Thus  in  a  few  seconds  about 
$8,000  worth  of  property  was  almost  totally  de¬ 
stroyed.  With  his  characteristic  energy  Mr. 
Iloopes  set  about  rebuilding,  and  soon  had  the 
demolished  buildings  replaced  with  others  as  good 
or  better,,  built  upon  the  same  sites. 

From  their  earlier  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iloopes 
have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Daily  surrounded  by  Christian  influence, 
the  children  have  followed  the  teaching  of  their 
parents,  and  have  become  earnest  Christian  men 
and  women,  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Iloopes  signed  a  total  absti¬ 
nence  pledge,  and  the  promise  then  made  has  ever 
been  regarded  with  the  most  sacred  honor.  In  him 
the  temperance  cause  has  found  a  most  faithful 
advocate.  Many  times  has  his  voice  been  heard 
publicly  pleading  with  others  to  forsake  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  in  defense  of  the  prohib¬ 
itive  laws.  By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  party 
who  will  best  further  the  temperance  movement, 
and  his  interest  is  unflagging  in  the  promotion  of 
the  cause.  But  few  have  done  as  much  and  none 
more  than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iloopes  toward  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  social  and  moral  interests  of 
Muscatine  County,  where  for  thirty-four  years 
they  have  resided.  Landing  in  the  county  when 
it  was  wild  and  unsettled,  our  subject  at  once 
began  the  development  of  a  farm,  and  now  owns 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  farms  in  Lake  Township. 
Through  all  the  days  of  trials  and  hardships  he  was 
encouraged  and  aided  l>3'  his  most  estimable  wife, 
who  has  shared  his  joys  and  sorrows  for  upwards 
of  fifty  y ears,  and  has  truly  been  a  helpmate  to 
him.  Ilis  farm  now  comprises  170  acres  of  well 
cultivated  land,  which  is  stocked  with  a  fine  grade 
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of  horses  and  cattle.  Mr.  Iloopes  lias  ever  been  a 
leading  man  in  this  community;  he  has  been  hon¬ 
ored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  various  local  of¬ 
fices,  and  in  1880  was  nominated  for  Congress  by 
the  Greenback  party,  and  ran  far  ahead  of  his 
ticket.  Mr.  Iloopes  was  one  of  the  first  to  advo¬ 
cate  the  organization  of  the  Farmer’s  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  of  Muscatine  County;  was 
one  of  its  incorporators,  and  has  most  of  the  time 
since  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  is  now 
President  of  the  company.  Having  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  the  county  for  over  thirty-four 
years,  this  sketch  of  himself  and  family,  together 
with  the  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iloopes,  will  be 
gladly  received  by  the  people  of  the  community, 
and  deserves  an  honorable  place  in  this  volume. 


IIOMAS  BOOT,  residing  on  section  9,  Wil¬ 
ton  Township,  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  born 
near  Toronto,  Ontario,  March  18,  1836. 
Ilis  father,  John  Boot,  was  a  native  of  England, 
and  emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  Canada  in 
1833.  After  thirtj^-four  years’  residence  in  that 
country  he  removed  to  Iowa,  and  resided  in  Wil¬ 
ton  Township  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1880,  four  years  subsequent  to  the  death  of  his 
wife.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living,  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  of  whom  are  residents  of  Iowa  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Hannah,  whose  home  is  at  Englewood,  Ill. 
Those  living  in  this  State  are.  Thomas,  James,  Rob¬ 
ert,  Elizabeth  and  William.  Three  children  of  the 
family  died  in  Canada,  namely:  Elizabeth,  whose 
death  occurred  in  1845;  John,  who  died  in  1847; 
and  Hannah,  who  died  in  infancy;  Brigham  died  in 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  in  1874;  and  Mary  died 
in  Humboldt  County,  Iowa,  Dec.  10,  1886. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and  passed  the  days  of  his  childhood  and 
youth  in  Canada.  He  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  Ann  Goforth,  who  was  born 
in  England,  but  who  came  to  America  in  childhood 
with  her  parents.  Her  death  occurred  in  Wilton 
Township,  Sept.  20,  1870,  leaving  four  children,  a 
(  :  son  and  three  daughters:  Maria,  John,  Alice  M. 


and  Frances  N.  On  the  16th  day  of  April,  1874, 
Mr.  Boot  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Annie  L.  Simp¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  Va.,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Angel  and  Sarah  Simpson.  Her 
father  died  when  she  was  a  child,  but  her  mother  is 
still  living  in  Virginia.  Five  children  have  been 
born  of  the  second  union  of  Mr.  Boot,  four  of 
whom  are  yet  living — Brigham  E.,  William  R., 
Frederick  A.  and  Thomas.  Thomas  Edward  died 
at  the  age  of  five  and  a  half  months. 

In  1866  Mr.  Boot  took  up  his  residence  on  his 
present  farm,  which  comprises  eighty  acres  and  is 
located  on  section  9,  Wilton  Township.  He  carries 
on  general  farming,  and  is  also  engaged  during  a 
part  of  the  year  in  manufacturing  sorghum  molas¬ 
ses,  making  about  2,000  gallons  per  year.  He  also 
gives  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle,  has  several  thor¬ 
oughbred  race  horses  upon  his  farm  and  also  prac¬ 
tices  veterinary  surgery.  He  is  one  of  the  ener¬ 
getic,  industrious  citizens  of  Wilton  Township,  and 
has  won  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  business  or 
pleasure  has  brought  him  in  contact. 

- - 

]  RA  NICHOLS,  Esq.,  deceased,  was  an  honored 
j  pioneer  of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  and  was 
\  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1820.  He 
was  but  ten  years  old  when  his  parents  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Buckeye  'State,  and  he  was  there  reared 
to  manhood.  On  the  16th  of  November,  1843,  he 
was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Elizabeth  W.  Luse,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
in  Knox  County,  Ohio.  Seven  children  were  born 
of  their  union.  Those  still  living  are:  Charles  M. 
and  Isaac  A.,  who  compose  the  firm  of  Nichols 
Bros.,  dry -goods  merchants  of  West  Liberty;  and 
J.  I.,  who  is  engaged  in  farming.  Pliny  Clay 
offered  up  his  life  in  defense  of  his  country.  He 
was  a  member  of  Company  D,  35th  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  died  at  Sherman’s  headquarters  on  the  Black 
River,  Aug.  23,  1863,  after  the  battleof  Vickst 
The  three  other  children,  two  sons  and  a  daugl 
died  in  infancy. 

In  1855  Mr.  Nichols  came  to  Muscatine  Cou 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  d< 
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which  occurred  March  22,  1888.  Purchasing  700 
acres  of  the  best  land  in  Wapsinonoc  Township,  he 
immediately  began  its  cultivation,  and  subsequently 
increased  his  farm  until  it  comprised  1,200  acres. 
Steadily  carrying  forward  the  work  of  improve¬ 
ment,  he  soon  had  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the. 
county,  upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  until 
1877,  when,  retiring  from  active  life,  he  removed  to 
West  Liberty.  The  loving  wife  who  shared  with 
him  the  joys  and  sorrows  which  time  brings  to  all, 
is  still  living.  For  five  years  Mr.  Nichols  served 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  West  Liberty, 
and  held  the  office  of  President  of  the  People’s 
Bank  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  early  life  he  sup¬ 
ported  the  Whig  party,  but  on  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  party  became  one  of  its  firm  mem¬ 
bers.  Religiously,  lie'  was  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  and  was  also  an  uncompromising 
enemy  of  intemperance  in  every  form.  lie  was 
ever  prominent  in  any  movement  for  the  social, 
religious,  or  political  advancement  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  he  resided,  and  no  citizen  in  the 
county  was  more  highly  honored. 


711  NDREW  HEBERLING,  a  resident  of  Mus- 
1  catine  County  since  1856,  now  residing  on 


section  10,  Goshen  Township,  is  a  native 
•jy  of  Virginia,  born  Sept.  13,  1817,  and  was 
the  eighth  child  born  to  John  and  Mary  (Crumley) 
Heberling,  who  were  both  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  about  the  time 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  located  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  of  Welsh  and 
Scotch  parentage,  and  settled  in  Berkley  County, 
Va.,  in  an  early  day.  To  John  and  Mary  Heber- 
lino-  were  born  seven  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Henry,  Eliza,  John,  Hiram  II.,  William  D.,  George 
II.,  James  C.,  Andrew,  Rebecca,  and  Mary.  The 
parents  of  these  children  died  at  the  advanced  ages 
of  eighty-eight  and  eighty-five  years. 

Andrew  Heberling  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  pioneer  school-houses 
of  Ohio,  to  where  his  parents  emigrated  at  an  early 
day.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  his  father’s 


house  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  His  first 
employment  was  as  a  farm-hand  for  Richard  Spur¬ 
rier,  where  he  remained  three  months.  He  then 
went  to  Georgetown,  Ohio,  and  commenced  clerk¬ 
ing  in  the  store  of  Isaac  and  Thomas  Lewis. 

In  September,  1841,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Matilda  Lamb,  and  of  their  union  four 
children  were  born:  Mary  I.,  Leonard  L.,  Charles 
C.,  and  Emerson.  Mrs.  Heberling  died  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1849.  About  this  time  the  country  became 
greatly  excited  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  of 
gold  in  California,  and  Mr.  Heberling  determined 
to  try  his  fortune  in  the  new  Eldorado.  Going  to 
New  York,  he  embarked  on  a  vessel,  and  made  the 
voyage  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to  San 
Francisco,  though  he  changed  vessels  before  reach¬ 
ing  the  end  of  his  voyage.  For  about  two  years  he 
engaged  in  mining,  and  was  quite  successful. 

In  the  spring  of  1852,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
was  soon  afterward  married  to  Miss  Prudence  A. 
Lamb,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Five  children  were 
born  unto  them:  Henry  B.,  John  E.,  Amanda  M., 
Martha  W.,  and  Eliza  A. 

In  the  spring  of  1853  Mr.  Heberling  assisted  in 
organizing  a  company  of  Free  State  men  to  go  to 
Kansas  to  aid  those  who  were  struggling  to  keep 
back  the  encroachments  of  the  slave-power,  and 
bring  the  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  Free  State. 
The  company  took  with  them  all  necessary  ma¬ 
chinery  for  a  grist  and  saw  mill,  and  securing  a  loca¬ 
tion  on  the  Big  Blue  River,  founded  the  nucleus  of  a 
prosperous  Free  State  settlement.  In  this  new  Ter¬ 
ritory  Mr.  Heberling  remained  until  the  summer  of 
1855,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1856,  started  with  his  family  for  Iowa.  Land¬ 
ing  at  Muscatine,  he  made  his  way  to  Goshen  Town- 
ship,  where  he  made  his  location,  and  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1865,  Mr.  Heberling 
was  again  united  in  marriage;  Miss  Elinor  W. 
Combs  becoming  his  wife.  They  have  one  child, 
George  Combs,  born  March  10,  1868,  and  now  re¬ 
siding  at  Deadwood,  Dak. 

The  farm  of  Mr.  Heberling,  consisting  of  eighty 
acres  of  fine  arable  land,  is  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  depot  at  Atalissa.  Here  he  lives  and  enjoys  the 
respect  of  his  neighbors  to  an  unusual  degree.  In 
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politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican.  Religiously, 
he  is  quite  liberal  in  his  views.  Mrs.  Heberling  is 
a  member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church.  For 
six  years  Mr.  Heberling  served  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  has  held  various  offices 
of  honor  and  trust  in  his  township.  He  was  the 
first  Township  Clerk:  of  Goshen. 

ON.  W.  C.  EVANS,  of  West  Liberty,  is  a 
native  of  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  born  in 
1822.  His  father,  Simon  Evans,  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  while  his  mother, 
Polly  Evans,  whose  maiden  name  was  Kelly,  was 
of  Irish  descent.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Evans,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  his  maternal  grandfather  was  also  a  soldier  in 
the  war  for  independence.  In  1833  the  family 
moved  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  where  Simeon 
Evans  purchased  a  farm,  and  where  they  lived  for 
many  years.  On  this  farm  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood,  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  district 
schools,  while  assisting  in  the  farm  work.  His 
father  being  of  limited  means  could  afford  him  no 
material  assistance  on  reaching  his  majority,  so  he 
was  compelled  to  make  his  way  in  the  world  as  best 
he  could.  In  the  fall  of  1842  he  went  to  Illinois, 
and  in  that  .State  and  Wisconsin  he  spent  one  year 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  rafting.  Going  to 
Boone  County,  Ill.,  he  spent  the  next  3*ear,  and 
was  there  taken  sick  with  fever,  and  in  November, 
1844,  returned  to  Ohio.  Feeling  the  necessity  of 
securing  a  better  education,  he  entered  the  Western 
Reserve  Teachers’  Seminary  and  remained  one 
quarter.  He  then  went  to  work  at  anything  he 
could  get  to  do,  accumulating  money  enough  to 
keep  him  while  attending  one  term  of  High  School 
at  Mountville,  Ohio,  then  under  charge  of  Gen. 
Leggett.  He  then  engaged  in  the  nursery  business, 
and  from  1847  to  1851  he  traveled  through  the 
States  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Georgia,  selling  fruit  trees,  being 
reasonably  successful  in  the  enterprise. 

In  the  fall  of  1851  our  subject  emigrated  to  Rock 
Island-  County,  111.,  and  settled  in  Port  Bryon, 
i  r  where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  and  milling 
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for  the  next  five  }'ears.  In  the  spring  of  1856  he 
came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Wapsinonoc  Township, 
where  he  purchased  a  fourth  interest  in  300  acres 
of  land  on  which  the  town  of  West  Liberty  was 
laid  out.  For  several  years  he  represented  the 
company  at  this  place,  finally  purchasing  all  town 
lots  remaining  unsold.  To  the  original  town  plat 
he  subsequently  laid  out  two  additions.  All  lots 
were  sold  subject  to  a  condition  that  no  intoxicat¬ 
ing  liquors  should  be  sold  on  the  premises  by  the 
purchaser.  Hence  West  Liberty  has  always  been 
a  prohibition  town,  its  citizens  being  not  only  law- 
abiding,  but  law-enforcing  people. 

On  laying  out  the  town  Mr.  Evans  engaged  in 
the  lumber  trade,  being  the  first  man  to  establish 
that  business  in  the  place.  However,  he  did  not 
long  remain  in  that  line,  but  in  the  fall  of  1866 
moved  to  a  farm,  where  he  engaged  in  stock  raising, 
feeding  and  shipping,  making  a  specialty  of  breed¬ 
ing  Short-horn  cattle.  In  the  organization  of  the 
first  bank  in  West  Liberty  he  was  interested,  being 
a  stockholder,  and  one  of  its  first  directors,  giving 
to  its  management  only  such  time  as  he  could  spare 
from  his  farm  work.  In  1883  he  sold  the  farm 
and  moved  into  the  city,  since  which  time  he  has 
lived  a  retired  life. 

While  yet  residing  at  Port  Byron,  Ill.,  Mr. 
Evans  returned  to  Ohio,  and  on  the  15th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1852,  married  Mary  A.  Winslow,  a  daughter 
of  John  Winslow.  She  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  of 
old  Puritan  stock,  a  descendant  of  the  Winslow 
family  of  Revolutionary  fame.  By  this  union 
eight  children  were  born:  Lucy,  a  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Moline,  Ill.;  Willma  A.,  wife  of 
W.  II.  Shipman,  of  West  Liberty;  Charles  C.,  of 
Sheridan  County,  Kan.;  Warren  A.,  County  Clerk 
and  Recorder  of  Johnson  County,  Wyo. ;  Hugh  S., 
Deputy  County  Clerk  of  Johnson  Countjq  Wyo.; 

Ella  M.,  wife  of  Grant  Nichols,  of  West  Liberty; 
Sarah  R.  and  Ray  W.,  at  home. 

In  earl}’  life  Mr.  Evans  was,  politically,  a  Whig, 
and  was  a  great  admirer  of  Henry  Clay,  whom  he 
regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  statesmen  of  his 
day.  When  the  Whig  party  ceased  to  exist,  and 
upon  its  ruins  rose  the  National  Republican  party, 
he  allied  himself  with  it,  and  with  it  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  act.  While  not  among  the  seekers 
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office,  lie  lias  yet  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  and  served  them  in  various  local  offices.  He 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  some  years,  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  several  years,  and 
in  1869  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Thirteenth  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  and  re-elected  in  1871,  serving  in  the  Four¬ 
teenth  General  Assembly.  In  the  year  1875  he 
was  nominated  for  the  State  Senate,  but  owing  to 
the  Grange  movement  which  spread  like  wildfire 
through  Iowa  and  all  the  Northwestern  States,  he 
was  defeated.  When  nominated  to  the  House,  for 
the  Fourteenth  General  Assembly,  he  had  no  oppo¬ 
sition  in  his  own  party.  While  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  he  was  elected  by  that  body  a  Trustee 
for  a  term  of  six  years  of  the  Insane  Hospital  at 
Mt.  Pleasant.  During  this  time  he  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  securing  the  appointment  of  a  lady  physi¬ 
cian  at  the  hospital.  In  the  dark  da}rs  of  the  Civil 
War  he  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  as  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  superintend  the  draft. 

Mr.  Evans  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in 
the  educational  institutions  of  the  place,  and  for 
many  years  was  an  active  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  the  success  of  the  present  splendid 
schools  of  the  city  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts.  No 
part  of  his  public  career  has  been  conducive  of  as 
much  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  himself  as  his 
labors  in  behalf  of  the  public  schools. 

Since  his  settlement  in  Iowa  Mr.  Evans  has  led 
an  active  life,  and  no  man  has  been  more  closely 
identified  with  the  interests  of  his  own  town  and 
county  than  he  has  been.  Always  ready  to  serve 
the  people  whenever  called  upon,  he  has  discharged 
every  duty  faithfully  and  well,  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  people.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  this  brief  record  of  his  life  to  the 
readers  of  the  Almjm. 


I 


OIIN  COPE,  a  progressive  and  enterprising- 
farmer,  residing  on  section  2,  in  Goshen 
Township,  was  born  in  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  in  1832,  and  is  descended  on  both 
les  from  Pennsylvania  ancestry,  who  were  mem- 
srs  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  parents  were 


William  and  Sarah  (Dungan)  Cope,  the  former  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Maryland.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  history  of  Ohio  they  both 
emigrated  to  that  State,  there  became  acquainted 
and  were  married.  The  father  engaged  in  farming 
throughout  his  entire  life.  In  1854,  selling  his 
land  in  Ohio,  he  removed  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  160  acres  on  sec¬ 
tion  3,  Goshen  Township,  which  he  continued  to 
cultivate  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the 
month  of  August,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  He  always  took  an  active  part  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  affairs  of  the  community,  and  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  Religiously, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  a 
zealous  worker  for  that  denomination.  II is  excel¬ 
lent  wife  survived  him  for  about  five  years,  dying 
in  August,  1877,  when  seventy -seven  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s 
farm,  and  received  his  education  in  one  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  schools  of  Ohio,  built  of  rough  logs.  When  a 
3roung  man  he  determined  to  cast  his  lot  with  the 
pioneers  of  Iowa,  and  emigrated  to  Muscatine 
County,  but  previous  to  his  coming  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Margaret  Peden,  their  union  be¬ 
ing  celebrated  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  1857.  The 
lady  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Matilda  (Enlow)  Peden,  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
speculator,  and  owned  considerable  property.  1 1  is 
death  occurred  in  1859,  and  his  wife  died  when 
Mrs.  Cope  Avas  but  twelve  years  of  age.  The  young 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm,  Mr. 
Cope  purchasing  sixty  acres  of  raAV  prairie  land  in 
Goshen  Township.  He  immediately  began  its  cul¬ 
tivation  and  improvement,  and  by  subsequent 
purchase  added  to  the  original  tract  until  hoaa'  172 
broad  acres  pay  a  golden  tribute  to  his  care  and 
labor.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and  also 
raises  cattle  and  horses  of  a  good  grade.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  He  takes  great 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  has  given  his 
children  such  advantages  as  will  fit  them  for  the 
practical  duties  of  this  life.  He  is  one  of  the  self- 
made  men  of  Muscatine  County,  having  by  hiso 
efforts  of  perseverance  and  industry  gained  a  c< 
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fortable  competence.  One  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  community,  he  has  witnessed  and  participated 
in  the  many  great  changes  which  have  transformed 
Its  once  wild  and  uncultivated  prairies  into  beauti¬ 
ful  homes  and  highly  improved  farms.  Civiliza¬ 
tion  and  progress  have  made  rapid  strides,  and  to 
the  early  settlers  the  county  owes  much  for  her 
present  prosperity  and  high  rank. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cope  five  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Emma,  wife  of  Mr. 
Rowe,  a  grain  buyer,  residing  in  Atalissa;  Maiy  G., 
now  Mrs.  Moffett,  of  Tipton,  Iowa;  Charles  W.,  a 
resident  of  Onawa,  Minona  Co.,  Iowa,  was  graduated 
at  the  Dental  School  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  in  1888, 
and  is  now  practicing  his  profession;  William  L.  is 
employed  as  a  salesman  in  Muscatine;  and  Frank  is 
yet  at  home.  Mr.  Cope  has  three  brothers  and 
three  sisters  yet  living:  Charles  is  married,  and 
resides  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa;  Benjamin  is  mar¬ 
ried,  and  resides  in  Polk  County,  Iowa;  Isaac,  who 
is  Sheriff  of  Clay  County,  Dak.,  is  married,  and  re¬ 
sides  at  Vermillion;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Aiken,  is  liv¬ 
ing  in  Cedar  County;  Grace,  now  Mrs.  Aiken,  re¬ 
sides  oh  the  old  homestead  in  Goshen  Township; 
Sarah  Ann,  now  Mrs.  Petty,  makes  her  home  in 
Dallas  County,  Iowa. 


ON.  P.  R.  EVANS,  dealer  in  grain  and  agri- 
'!  cultural  implements,  of  West  Liberty,  was 
born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  22, 
1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Edw’ard  and  Chistina 
(Cole)  Evans,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New 
York,  the  mother  being  of  German  descent.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  but  fourteen  months  old, 
and  in  1868  his  father  came  to  this  county,  where 
he  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

On  the  death  of  his  mother  our  subject  was  taken 
by  an  uncle,  John  Evans,  by  'whom  he  was  reared. 
In  1835,  when  but  eleven  years  of  age,  he  went 
with  his  uncle  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood,  assisting  in  clearing  and  improv¬ 
ing  a  farm  in  the  heavy  timber,  and  having  only 
the  privileges  of  the  common  school.  The  limited 
opportunities  for  securing  an  education  have  been 
improved  in  after  life  by  reading  and  contact  with 
<•  - 


men,  giving  him  a  knowledge  of  the  world  which 
cannot  be  secured  in  school. 

In  1850  our  subject  married  Miss  Martha  J. 
Howell,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  Howell,  who  migrated  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day. 
Two  children  have  blessed  their  union:  Frank,  who 
has  an  interest  in  his  father’s  business,  and  Jennie, 
now  the  wife  of  I.  R.  Elliott,  of  this  county.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Evans  engaged  in  farming  in  Ohio 
until  1860,  when,  believing  he  could  better  himself 
in  so  doing,  he  migrated  to  Iowa,  locating  first  in 
Iowa  City,  where  he  remained  until  1862.  He  then 
removed  to  West  Libert}’,  where  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside.  On  coming  to  this  city  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Barnes  &  Evans,  having  as  a  partner  H.  Z.  Barnes. 
This  partnership  continued  three  years,  wLen  Mr. 
Evans  sold  out,  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
W.  R.  Childs  in  the  grain  and  agricultural  imple¬ 
ment  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Evans  & 
Childs.  In  1867  George  P.  Nichols  was  admitted 
into  the  firm,  which  assumed  the  firm  name  of 
Evans,  Childs  &  Co.  This  connection  continued 
five  years,  when  Mr.  Nichols  died,  and  his  brother, 
Andrew  Nichols, succeeded  to  his  interest,  the  firm 
name  remaining  the  same.  In  1884  Mr.  Evans 
purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  since  which  time 
he  has  continued  alone,  having  large  business,  car¬ 
rying  a  complete  line  of  farm  machinery,  seeds,  etc., 
engaged  meanwhile  in  buying  and  shipping  grain. 

While  giving  close  attention  to  business  our  sub¬ 
ject  is  not  unmindful  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  and 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with  a 
number  of  local  offices,  all  of  which  he  has  filled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He  has  held 
the  offices  of  Township  Trustee,  Mayor  of  the  city, 
and  in  1888  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  County 
Supervisors,  and  although  not  elected  ran  far  ahead 
of  his  party  ticket,  and  was  renominated  for  the 
same  office.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  of  West  Liberty.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  party,  having  been  a  member  since  its  or¬ 
ganization.  He  is  a  Director  in  the  People’s  Bank 
at  West  Liberty. 

Socially,  Mr.  Evans  is  connected  with  the  Odd 
Fellows  and  Masonic  fraternities.  In  the  former  '  F 

— "  - 


•HH4 


*  ^  550 


,i , 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


lie  is  a  member  of  Liberty  Lodge  No.  190,  and  in 
the  latter  of  Mt.  Calvary  Lodge  No.  95,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  in  Liberty  Chapter  No.  79,  R.  A.  M.,  and 
also  a  member  of  De  Molay  Commandery  No.  1  of 
Muscatine.  He  is  the  Treasurer  of  both  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Chapter.  Our  subject  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  at  West  Libeity, 
and  in  the  work  of  the  organization  manifests  much 
interest.  While  not  numbered  among  the  pioneers 
of  Muscatine  County  few  men  are  better  known, 
and  none  more  universally  respected  than  I’.  R. 
Evans.  Having  the  welfare  of  the  adopted  city 
and  county  at  heart  he  works  for  their  inteiest, 
o'ivin°"  much  of  his  time  to  matters  of  public  im- 
portance. 


*f 


LAUS  ROLL,  a  well-to-do  and  leading  oiti- 
(i(  -  zen  of  Muscatine,  is  a  member  of  the  firm 

of  Roll  Steen,  proprietors  of  a  paint  store 
on  Second  street.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born 
in  Holstein,  April  20,  1849,  and  his  parents  were 
Henry  and  Anna  (Sich)  Roll.  He  was  the  second 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  but 
only  three  are  now  living,  the  others  having  died 
in  infancy.  Juergen  is  a  resident  farmer  of  Hall 
County,  Neb.;  Claus  is  the  next;  and  Clara,  the 
youngest  child  yet  living,  resides  in  Germany,  at 
Coblentz  on  the  Rhine. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  under  the 
parental  roof,  and  his  education  was  received  in 
Germany.  Being  a  patriotic  and  loyal  citizen  of 
the  Fatherland,  he  left  his  native  country  and  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  New  World,  rather  than  fight  under 

o 

the  Prussian  Emperor.  The  voyage  to  America 
was  made,  in  company  witli  a  brother,  in  1868,  and 
their  destination  was  Davenport,  Iowa.  After 
reaching  that  city  Claus  first  secured  employment 
as  a  painter,  with  George  Ott,  for  whom  lie  worked 
for  about  six  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
with  120  pounds  of  glass  upon  his  back,  he  started 
through  the  surrounding  country  to  do  glazing  for 
the  farmers,  or  any  one  who  needed  his  services, 
but  two  weeks  spent  in  this  way  convinced  him  that 
it  was  not  a  paying  business,  consequently  he  de¬ 
termined  to  try  some  other  avocation.  Having  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Ilensler,  proprietor  of  the 


Hensler  Plow  Works,  of  Davenport,  he  secured  a 
situation  with  that  gentleman  as  a  painter  in  the 
factory,  in  which  he  remained  during  the  winter  of 
1868-69.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  secured  em¬ 
ployment  with  Mr.  Eckermann,  a  painter  and  con¬ 
tractor  of  Davenport,  for  whom  he  worked  for 
about  three  years,  and  in  January,  1872,  came  to 
Muscatine  County,  where  he  engaged  as  a  farm¬ 
hand  with  II.  Schwake,  a  farmer  of  Bloomington 
Township.  After  following  that  occupation  for 
about  three  months,  he  removed  to  the  city  in 
April,  1872,  and  secured  work  with  Mr.  Ilalsted  as 
paper-hanger.  During  the  following  autumn  he 
bought  out  his  employer  and  embarked  in  business 
for  himself,  renting  a  little  shop  under  Second  street 
bridge,  where  he  remained  for  about  four  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  his  busi¬ 
ness  to  a  room  under  J.  P.  Freeman’s  residence, 
where  he  continued  until  1884.  Since  1872  lie  has 
been  the  leading  paper-hanger  of  this  city,  and 
those  who  are  especiall}'  desirous  of  having  their 
work  done  in  the  best  and  most  artistic  manner,  are 
numbered  among  his  patrons.  During  the  summer 
season  he  employs  about  twelve  hands,  and  his 
business  keeps  increasing.  After  giving  consider¬ 
able  thought  to  the  matter,  Mr.  Roll  decided  that  it 
would  be  a  paying  investment  to  establish  a  paint 
supply-store,  and  acting  upon  this  conclusion  opened 
his  present  store  in  1884,  in  the  Freeman  building, 
where  he  continued  for  about  a  year,  building  up 
a  fine  trade.  In  1885  he  bought  of  Mrs.  McDon¬ 
ald  a  three-story  brick  business-block  on  Second 
street,  at  a  cost  of  #2,600,  and  removed  his  stock  to 
that  location,  where  he  still  remains.  The  same 
year  he  admitted  to  partnership  Mr.  Steen,  and  the 
present  firm  was  established  under  the  style  of  Roll 
&  Steen.  Mr.  Roll  admitted  that  gentleman  into 
full  partnership  without  capital,  which  is  conclu¬ 
sive  evidence  that  lie  regarded  Mr.  Steen  as  a 
worthy  and  upright  man.  I  Inder  the  able  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  present  proprietors,  the  business  has 
been  increased  until  they  now  do  a  large  and  prof¬ 
itable  trade.  Mr.  Roll  is  general  manager,  and 
also  superintends  the  greater  part  of  the  paper¬ 
hanging,  as  the  confinement  of  the  store  is  detri¬ 
mental  to  his  health. 

On  the  18th  day  of  November,  1871,  he  was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Schutrum. 
When  but  an  infant  the  lady  was  left  an  orphan, 
and  when  only  six  years  of  age  went  to  live  with 
Ilenry  Schwake,  who  was  then  a  resident  of  Ripley 
County,  Lnd.,  and  in  whose  employ  Mr.  Koll  had 
formerly  worked.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Lillian, 
who  was  born  in  Davenport,  Oct.  7,  1872;  Cora, 
born  in  Muscatine,  Nov.  24,  1873;  Laura,  born 
Feb.  23,  1876;  George,  Feb.  27,  1878,  is  now  de¬ 
ceased;  Clara,  born  Feb.  19,  1881;  and  William, 
Nov.  10,  1885.  Mr.  Koll  became  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Muscatine,  in  1881,  and  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  in  1887.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  to  which 
his  wife  also  belongs,  and  has  taken  great  interest 
in  the  advancement  and  work  of  that  denomination. 
For  the  long  period  of  fourteen  years  he  served  as 
Superintendent  in  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Baptist  Church  of  this  city,  winning  the  hearts 
of  the  children  and  securing  the  confidence  of  the 
older  members.  In  1887  he  took  membership  with 
the  American  Baptist  Church,  and  is  now  connected 
with  the  Sunday-school  at  the  West  Muscatine 
school-house.  Politically,  he  is  a  stalwart  sup¬ 
porter  and  adherent  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
owns  considerable  real  estate  in  Muscatine,  includ¬ 
ing  his  residence,  which  is  situated  at  1001  East 
Seventh  street,  and  is  one  of  the  finest  in  North 
Muscatine,  together  with  three  good  dwellings,  and 
the  three-story  brick  building  in  which  his  business 
is  located. 


RGF.  M.  Y.  HOWE,  who  is  a  successful 
teacher  of  much  ability,  and  Principal  of 
First  Ward  School  of  Muscatine,  was  born 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1835,  in  Clarion 
County,  Pa.  His  grandfather,  Simeon  Howe,  was 
of  English  ancestry,  and  in  an  early  day  settled 
in  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  whence  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Clarion  County,  in  the  same  State,  about 
1815.  Simeon  Howe  had  two  brothers,  Nathan  and 
John,  and  one  sister,  Sarah,  who  married  Jonathan 
Furman,  and  lived  at  Strattanville,  Clarion  Co., 
Pa.  Nathan  and  John  remained  in  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Simeon  Howes’  family  consisted  of  three 
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boys  and  five  girls:  Morris,  George  G.,  Mary, 
Sarah,  Jared,  Elizabeth,  Catherine,  and  Susan.  Mor¬ 
ris  married  Miss  Mary  Latshaw;  George  G.,  Miss 
Barbara  Armstrong;  Mary,  David  Yingling;  Sarah, 

W  illiam  Guiher;  Jared,  Miss  Mary  Ann  Young; 
and  Elizabeth,  William  M.  Farland,  who  died  in  a 
few  years.  She  afterward  married  Mr.  Daniel 
Slaugenhaupt.  After  man}"  years  of  wedded  life 
he  died.  She  survives  as  his  widow.  Catherine 
married  Daniel  Baker.  The  only  surviving  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  are  Elizabeth,  Catherine,  and 
Susan.  The  parents  of  the  mother  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  came  from  Ireland  when  young. 
Their  names  were  William  Young  and  Jane  Gregg, 
They  became  acquainted,  married,  and  located  in 
Clarion  County.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  Mary  Ann  was  the  youngest. 

She  was  born  in  June,  1816;  and  Jared  Howe,  to 
whom  she  was  married,  was  born  Oct.  25,  1812. 
They  were  married  on  the  14th  of  November, 
1833,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  their  native  count}". 
Here  they  reared  their  family  of  eight  children. 
Their  names  in  the  order  of  birth  are:  Morrison 
Y.,  of  this  sketch,  John  E.,  Jane,  Simeon  Iv.,  Ho¬ 
ratio  S.,  William  E.,  Hannah  Luella,  and  Leona  E. 

Not  only  was  Jared  Howe  a  farmer,  but  the  church 
to  which  he  belonged  (the  Methodist  Plpiscopal) 
granted  him  license  to  preach.  After  serving  the 
church  as  a  local  preacher  a  number  of  years,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  traveling  connection,  and 
united  with  the  Erie  Conference,  in  which  he  served 
the  church,  giving  his  entire  time  to  it,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Dec.  15,  1870.  As  his 
ministerial  labors  as  traveling  preacher  required 
him  to  do  a  large  amount  of  traveling,  which  he 
mostly  did  on  horseback  at  all  seasons  of  the  year 
and  through  all  kinds  of  weather,  his  task  was  not 
an  easy  one.  From  about  1835  until  about  1846 
his  house  was  the  itinerant  preacher’s  home,  and, 
as  no  church  had  been  erected  in  the  community,  it 
was  the  preaching  place,  as  well  as  that  of  the  social 
means  of  grace. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Prof.  M.  Y.  Howe, 
spent  his  first  school-days  in  the  “old  log  school- 
house”  so  common  at  that  day,  in  such  as  many  of 
our  great  statesmen  laid  the  foundations  of  their 
future  brilliant  career.  On  leaving  the  district  y  i 
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school,  lie  attended  for  a  number  of  years  such 
schools  of  higher  order  as  were  in  reach  in  those 
days,  making  preparations  to  enter  college.  His 
vacations  were  not  spent  in  idleness.  He  assisted 
his  father  on  the  farm,-  and,  as  he  was  also  of  studi¬ 
ous  habits,  he  would  improve  whatever  time  he 
had  from  other  duties  in  pursuit  of  information  in 
some  branch  of  study.  He  entered  Allegheny 
College,  at  Meadville,  Pa.,  in  1851,  and  after  a 
four-years’  course  completed  his  studies  in  that  in¬ 
stitution  and  entered  upon  the  profession  of  teach¬ 
ing.  He  taught  his  first  school  in  the  winter  of 
1855-56,  at  a  place  now  known  as  Blair’s  Corners, 
Clarion  Co.,  Pa.  After  following  the  same  profes¬ 
sion  in  his  native  county  for  several  years,  lie  went 
to  Armstrong  County  and  taught  for  three  years 
at  Brady’s  Bend — so-called  in  remembrance  of 
Brady’s  defeat  of  the  Indians  in  that  locality.  He 
was  then  called  to  return  to  Clarion  County  to 
take  charge  of  an  academy  at  Mong’s  Corners. 
After  two  years  in  the  educational  line  at  this  place, 
he  responded  to  a  call  to  take  charge  of  a  Classical 
Academy  at  Covode,  Indiana  County,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  he  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the 
people  of  Iowa.  In  the  summer  of  1872  he,  by 
resignation,  severed  his  connection  with  Covode 
Academy,  and  made  arrangements  to  remove  with 
his  famity  to  Muscatine  to  take  charge  of  the  First 
Ward  School  as  Principal,  in  which  capacity  lie  has 
since  continued  to  serve. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1859,  Prof.  Howe  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  Watson,  a  native  of  Callensburg, 
Pa.,  and  to  them  was  born  one  daughter,  Maggie 
W.,  who  resides  in  Muscatine.  The  mother’s  death 
occurred  in  1860.  Seven  years  later,  July  6,  1867, 
Mr.  Howe  was  married  again,  the  lady  of  his  choice 
being  Miss  Sarah  E.  Brisbin,  also  a  native  of  Cal¬ 
lensburg,  Pa.  An  interesting  family  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  has  graced  this 
second  union.  Their  names  in  the  order  of  age 
are:  William  E.,  Lillian  A.,  Emma  F.,  John  B., 
Sarah  Gertrude,  Susie  Alice,  Adrian  M.,  and  Mer¬ 
rill  Y. 

Since  the  days  of  their  earlier  youth  both  Prof, 
and  Mrs.  Howe  have  been  members  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  earnest  and  sincere 
Christians,  who  receive  the  respect  of  all  who  know 


them.  As  an  instructor,  Prof.  Howe  ranks  among 
those  who  steadily  aim  to  secure  to  the  pupils 
placed  under  his  care  their  greatest  possible  good 
and  comfort  in  all  respects.  He  feels  that  without 
proper  training  and  development,  as  a  result  of 
their  time  spent  at  school,  they  are  left  with  but 
poor  preparation  for  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
life.  Prof.  Howe  is  satisfied,  as  all  earnest  educators 
are,  to  share  the  lot  of  that  class  of  men  and 
women  who  feel  and  know  that  the  work  of  the 
teacher  belongs  to  that  class  of  silent  influences 
which  extend  both  wide  and  deep,  working  a 
transforming  power  on  the  heart  of  the  State  and 
the  Nation,  while  “they  attract  but  little  of  the 
world’s  attention.”  The  victories  and  continued 
successes  that  are  a  result  of  persevering  fidelity 
and  earnest  endeavor,  notwithstanding  the  many 
hindrances  and  discouragements  of  the  conscien¬ 
tious  educator,  form  the  inspiration  of  the  men  or 
women,  whose  combined  efforts  weave  the  warp 
and  woof  of  that  part  of  the  Nation’s  social  fabric 
which  possesses  the  “brightest  and  most  enduring 
colors.”  Hence  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  also 
knowing  that  “we  confront  the  dangers  of  suffrage 
by  the  blessings  of  universal  education,”  gives  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  work  for  which  by-  edu¬ 
cation  and  many  years’  experience  he  has  been  pre¬ 
pared.  It  is  his  aim  that  the  schools  shall  improve 
steadily,  that  all  concerned  shall  become  more  in¬ 
terested  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  the  pupils 
become  more  deepty  in  earnest  in  their  work. 

Prof.  Howe  united  with  the  First  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  Muscatine  in  August,  1872.  Soon 
after  his  connection  with  the  church  lie  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Official  Board,  and  has  since 
served  in  the  capacity  of  Steward,  Secretary  for 
the  Official  Board,  and  Recording  Steward.  In 
the  j-ear  1886  the  Official  Board  gave  him  license 
to  exercise  the  duties  and  assume  the  responsibili¬ 
ties  of  a  local  preacher.  Since  which  time  lie  has 
been  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Christ  in  different 
places  in  this  county,  and  also  in  Rock  Island 
County,  Ill.,  where  he  has  done  efficient  work  for 
the  Master.  He  is  always  ready  to  enter  any  “open 
door”  where  there  is  an  opportunity  to  help  a  soul 
heavenward.  If  this  sketch  was  to  be  read  only 
by  the  members  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


555 


Cliurcli  of  Muscatine,  it  would  seem  unnecessary  to 
speak  of  his  work  in  this  community  in  this  line; 
as  we  are  sure  no  man  is  better  known  or  more 
highly  appreciated  than  Prof.  Howe.  In  the  Sunday- 
school  he  seems  to  be  indispensable,  having  been 
Superintendent,  and  teacher  of  Bible  class,  and  has 
served  as  Librarian  for  the  school  during  the  past 
six  years;  and  we  know  that  no  library  has  been 
better  cared  for.  He  has  so  carefully  discharged 
his  duties  as  to  be  able,  from  year  to  year,  to  ac¬ 
count  for  every  volume  in  the  library,  and  this 
methodical  way  of  doing  business  for  the  church 
is  characteristic  of  the  man  in  all  he  undertakes — 
his  aim  seeming  alwaj's  to  be  to  “do  everything  to 
the  Lord  heartily.” 

A  good  portrait  of  the  Professor  appears  upon 
a  preceding  page.  ' 

itj  SAAC  GATTON,  residing  on  section  18,  Wap- 
sinonoc  Township,  first  came  to  Muscatine 
/Jl  County,  Iowa,  in  1837.  He  was  born  in  Rich¬ 
land  County,  Ohio,  July  4,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
Galentine  and  Sarah  A.  (Hendrickson)  Gatton,  the 
former  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Galentine  Gatton  in  an  earl}'  day  removed 
to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  being  among  its  pioneer 
settlers,  and  there  improved  a  farm.  He  made  that 
his  home  until  the  autumn  of  1  837,  when,  following 
the  course  of  emigration,  he  came  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  settling  on  what  is  now  section  6  of 
Wapsinonoc  Township.  Purchasing  240  acres  of 
Government  land,  he  built  a  log  cabin  upon  it,  and 
there  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
September,  1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  - 
seven  years.  He  was  a  conservative  man,  firm  in 
his  convictions  of  right  and  wrong,  and  though 
never  having  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  higher 
education  for  himself,  believed  that  all  should  se¬ 
cure  the  best  education  which  their  condition  in 
life  afforded  them.  His  wife  died  when  hervouim- 
est  son  was  but  a  small  child.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eight  children,  namely:  John,  who  died  in 
childhood;  William,  who  is  now  living  in  Oregon; 
Samuel,  a  carpenter,  residing  in  Washington  Ter¬ 
ritory;  Isaac,  our  subject;  Margaret,  who  died  in 


childhood ;  Lavina,  who  also  died  in  childhood ; 
Sarah  A.,  wife  of  Y.  Morris,  of  West  Liberty,  and 
James,  a  resident  farmer  of  Wapsinonoc  Towmship. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Gatton  was 
again  married,  his  second  union  being  with  Mary 
Caruthers.  To  them  were  born  three  children,  two 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  one  remaining  being 
Mary  E.,  wife  of  Daniel  Keeland,  a  resident  of  Ne¬ 
braska.  The  second  wife  departed  this  life  in  1 864. 

When  but  two  years  of  age  our  subject  became 
a  resident  of  this  count}'.  Here  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  and  his  education 
was  received  in  the  common  schools  of  the  new 
county.  He  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  attaining  his  majority,  when,  in  the  spring  of 
1860,  he  went  to  Atlanta,  Ill.,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  until  1866.  He 
next  went  to  Colorado,  and  there  engaged  in  min¬ 
ing,  prospecting,  and  freighting  for  two  years. 
Returning  once  more  to  Illinois,  he  continued  to 
reside  there  until  1874,  when  he  determined  to 
make  his  home  in  Iowa,  and  renting  land,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming.  Until  the  spring  of  1879  he 
continued  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  which  he  had 
rented,  when  he  drove  a  team  across  the  plains  to 
Leadville,  Colo.,  and  again  for  six  months  engaged 
in  mining.  Once  more  he  came  to  this  county, 
spent  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  returned  to 
Leadville  again,  where  he  remained  some  months. 
Coming  back  to  his  home,  he  here  spent  a  few 
years,  and  in  1886  went  to  California,  returning 
home  the  same  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1856  Mr.  Gatton  was  united  in  the 
holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Miss  N.  E.  Lon- 
necker,  who  was  born  near  Eaton,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Collins)  Lonnecker, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  four 
children:  Sarah  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Silvan  Plumly, 
a  teacher  of  Muscatine;  Mary  L.,  who  wedded 
Lincoln  Osborne,  a  resident  of  Custer  County, 
Neb.;  Benjamin,  who  is  living  in  West  Liberty, 
and  Mirt  E.,  who  is  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  Gatton  is  now  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  dealing  in  stock.  He  is  the 
owner  of  130  acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  can  be 
found  in  the  county,  situated  one  mile  east  of  West  <  > 
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Liberty,  upon  which  has  been  erected  a  handsome 
residence.  He  also  owns  eighty  acres  on  section 
17  of  Goshen  Township.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  while  politically,  he  is  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Republican  party, and  has  held  various 
township  offices,  in  which  he  lias  served  with  credit 
to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  His 
wife,  who  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  is  a  member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Mr.  Gatton  takes  great 
interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  county, 
on  the  unsettled  prairies  of  which,  in  the  pioneer 
days,  the  years  of  his  childhood  were  passed.  He 
has  witnessed  much  of  its  growth  and  development, 
and  no  citizen  within  its  borders  is  more  highly  re¬ 
spected  or  deserving  of  the  esteem  of  all  than  he. 


Ill  LIP  J.  MURPHY,  a  respected  citizen 
of  Muscatine,  was  born  Dec.  11,  1841,  in 
Wexford,  Ireland,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Kehoe)  Murphy.  His  fath¬ 
er  died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years 
and  his  mother  departed  this  life  about  the  same 
time,  when  seventy-nine  years  of  age.  Their  family 
numbered  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  dauarh- 
ters.  The  two  brothers  of  our  subject  are  now 
deceased.  Mary,  the  eldest  child,  married  William 
Harper,  of  Muscatine  County,  now  residing  in 
Lake  Township;  Bridget  died  in  Virginia  City. 
Nevada;  Margaret,  widow  of  Thomas  Curran, 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject;  James  died  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years,  and  Walter  also  died  at 
the  same  age. 

When  a  lad  of  eight  years,  our  subject  came  with 
his  parents  to  America,  and  on  Christmas  Day, 
1849,  landed  in  New  Orleans.  The  party  at  once 
continued  their  journey  to  St.  Louis,  where  they 
remained  during  the  winter  of  1849-50,  and  the 
following  spring  came  to  Muscatine;  the  date  of 
their  arrival  being  May  15.  His  early  education 
was  received  in  the  ward  schools  of  Muscatine,  his 
studies  being  completed  in  St.  Matthew’s  School. 
After  leaving  the  school-room,  he  worked  at  vari¬ 
ous  employments  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  for 
the  late  Avar,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  E, 


35th  Iowa  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Felix  W.  Dorn. 
For  two  weeks  the  company  was  stationed  at  Camp 
Strong  on  Muscatine  Island,  after  which  it  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  for  five  weeks.  It  was  soon  af¬ 
terward  sent  to  Island  No.  10,  where  it  remained 
about  two  months.  Vicksburg  was  the  next  place 
to  which  it  was  ordered.  It  reached  Jackson  May 
14,  and  eight  days  later  arrived  at  Vicksburg.  The 
forces  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Grant  then 
made  a  charge  on  the  fort  but  were  repulsed  after 
about  an  hour.  The  next  order  was  to  form  a  line 
around  the  fort  and  the  siege  was  continued  until 
July  4;  when  the  enemy,  being  out  of  provisions, 
could  no  longer  maintain  their  ground  and  Vicks¬ 
burg  was  in  the  possession  of  Grant.  The  command 
to  which  Mr.  Murphy  belonged  Avas  then  stationed 
for  four  weeks  at  Black  River,  where  he  was  on 
picket  duty,  then  took  part  in  a  little  expedition, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Black  River  and  was  on 
guard  duty  for  four  Aveeks.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  the  forces  Avereordered  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
Avhere  they  remained  until  the  spring  of  1864 
and  in  March  they  proceeded  on  the  Red  River 
expedition,  during  which  time  they  Avere  engaged 
in  the  hard-fought  battle  at  Pleasant  Hill,  and 
returned  in  the  latter  part  of  April.  The  next 
order  was  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  but  Ioav  water 
caused  their  delay  for  ten  days.  They  marched 
through  Louisiana,  where  they  met  the  enemy  in 
several  skirmishes,  then  at  the  mouth  of  Red  River 
took  transportation,  proceeded  up  that  stream  to 
Old  River  Lake,  where  they  succeeded  in  routing 
the  enemy.  Continuing  on  to  Hall’s  Bluff,  Ark., 
they  there  landed,  marched  through  the  State,  took 
boats  at  St.  Louis  and  went  to  Jefferson  City,  Mo 
They  followed  the  rebel  Gen.  Price  through  that 
country,  then  returned  to  St.  Louis,  and  thence  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  the3r  engaged  in 
battling  Avitli  the  enemy  on  the  15th  and  16th  days 
of  September,  1864.  Next  they  followed  Hood 
to  the  Tennessee  River,  where,  embarking  on 
transports,  they  sailed  down  the  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi,  reaching  NeAv  Orleans  in  the  latter 
part  of  March.  After  two  da3’s  they  went  to 
Mobile  Bay,  where  the37  attacked  the  rebels,  aa  ho 
surrendered  after  ten  days.  Next  they  proceeded 
to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  Avhere  they  took  the  train 
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and  arrived  at  Davenport  in  August,  1865,  the 
war  having  at  length  closed. 

Returning  from  the  scene  of  hostilities,  Mr. 
Murphy  spent  the  winter  of  1865-6  at  home,  en¬ 
gaged  in  carpentering.  In  1867  he  made  a  contract 
of  railroad  grading  with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
at  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  where  he  remained  during  one 
season,  but  spent  the  following  winter  at  home. 
In  the  spring  of  1868,  he  was  again  engaged  in  the 
same  employment,  and  the  next  spring  contracted 
witli  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company  at  Oquawka,  Ill.,  where  he  remained  for 
about  four  months.  In  April  he  went  to  Carthage, 
Ill.,  and  worked  on  that  branch  of  the  road  until 
reaching  Springfield,  Mo.,  in  1870.  At  that  time 
he  went  to  Kirksville,  Mo.,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Quincy  &  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  about  four  months.  lie  was 
next  employed  at  St.  Joseph,  after  which  he  was 
again  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  for  three  months.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he 
returned  to  Muscatine  to  spend  the  winter,  and 
the  next  spring  went  to  Wisconsin,  working  for 
one  season  in  the  employ  of  the  Wisconsin  Cen¬ 
tral  Railroad  Company.  The  following  winter  he 
also  spent  at  home,  and  subsequently  purchased 
Mr.  Snyder’s  outfit  and  engaged  in  the  delivery 
business.  At  length  he  abandoned  that  pursuit 
and  returned  to  his  former  occupation,  in  1881, 
making  a  contract  with  the  Northern  Pacific, 
and  was  employed  near  Lisbon,  Dak.  In  the  fall 
of  1881,  he  once  more  returned  to  his  home  in 
Muscatine,  where  he  spent  the  winter  months,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1882  went  to  Devil’s  Lake,  Dak., 
where  he  spent  one  season.  The  following  winter 
was  passed  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  from  which  he  went 
to  LaCrosse,  Wis.;  and  in  1884,  to  Corning,  Iowa, 
where  he  worked  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy.  In  the  fall  he  went  to  Savanna,  Ill., 
remaining  in  the  employ  of  the  same  company  until 
he  returned  home  to  spend  the  winter.  In  the 
spring  of  1885,  he  was  employed  near  Hazel  ton,  on 
the  D.  &  N.  W.,  and  from  there  went  to  Kan¬ 
sas,  working  on  the  Chicago,  Kansas  &  Nebraska 
road  until  the  8th  of  August,  1888.  He  is  the 
owner  of  twenty-five  teams  worth  $300  each;  while 
his  tools  and  other  implements  he  values  at  $8,000. 


He  is  an  efficient  and  capable  workman,  thoroughly 
understanding  his  business,  in  which  he  has  been 
very  successful. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Murphy,  in  her  maidenhood  was 
Miss  Katie  Kelly,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Nora  Ivell}^ 
who  are  now  both  deceased.  In  1879  our  subject 
became  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and,  together 
with  his  wife,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  They  are  highly  esteemed  citi¬ 
zens  of  Muscatine,  and  have  a  large  circle  of  friends 
in  the  city. 

-  ooo  . 


-  ooo 

UILLIAM  H.  SNYDER,  proprietor  of  the  liv¬ 
ery,  sale,  and  feed  stable,  213  West  Front 
street,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of 
Huntingdon  County.  Pa.,  and  was  born  on  the  1st 
of  February,  1839.  His  parents  were  the  Rev. 
Samuel  and  Mary  (Crocker)  Snyder,  both  being 
members  of  old  Pennsylvania  families.  His  an¬ 
cestors  of  the  father’s  side  were  originally  from 
Germany,  while  on  the  mother’s  side  the  family  is 
of  Scottish  origin.  Our  subject,  having  lost  his 
mother  in  infancy,  was  taken  by  his  paternal  grand¬ 
parents,  and  reared  by  them  on  a  farm,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  district  schools.  His  father 
was  a  minister  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  when 
twenty  years  of  age  William  H.  accompanied  him 
to  Lawrenc,  Kan.,  and  assisted  him  on  his  farm  of 
160  acres  near  that  city.  Two  years  later,  in  1860, 
he  came  to  Muscatine,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
His  father  remained  at  Lawrence,  and  was  the  first 
man  killed  by  Quantrell’s  band  in  his  attack  on  that 
place  in  1863.  He  was  a  worthy  citizen,  and 
highly  respected. 

On  coming  to  Muscatine  in  September,  1860, 
Mr.  Snyder  engaged  in  express  and  dray  business, 
which  he  carried  on  successfully  for  ten  years, 
when  he  engaged  in  his  present  business.  He  has 
an  extensive  establishment,  completo  in  its  appoint¬ 
ments,  having  as  fine  horses,  buggies,  and  carriages 
as  can  be  found  in  the  city.  He  keeps  an  elegant 
hearse  and  complete  funeral  outfit,  and  operates  a 
hack  dine,  carrying  passengers  to  and  from  all  parts 
of  the  city,  and  also  keeps  ladies’  driving-horses. 
Having  a  telephone,  his  establishment  is  always 
within  easy  communication  of  his  patrons.  Since 
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Mr.  Slider  began  in  his  present  line  he  has,  by  strict 
attention  to  business  and  prompt  and  courteous 
manner,  secured  a  large  trade,  and  the  universal  good 
will  and  respect  of  all. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  at  Muscatine, 
June  19,  1863,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Bitger,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Barbara  (Hauck)  Bitger.  Mrs.  Snj^- 
der  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.  Her 
parents  were  of  German  origin,  and  were  descended 
from  old  Pennsylvania  families. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  have  but  one  child,  a  son, 
Ottie,  who  was  born  at  Muscatine,  Feb.  3,  1866. 
Mr  Snyder  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  is  not 
an  active  partisan. 


— 5- 


AVID  R.  WARFIELD,  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Muscatine  County,  of  1837,  was  born  in 
Easton,  Md.,  March  30,  1816.  In  his  na¬ 
tive  town  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  as  his 
parenis  were  in  comfortable  circumstances,  he  re¬ 
ceived  liberal  educational  advantages.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Joanna  L.  Steinbergen, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Chillicothe,  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1817.  By  their  union  five  children  were 
born,  four  of  whom  lived  to  mature  age:  Alice  C.,  who 
was  born  June  2,  1843,  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Hayes; 
George  A.,  born  Feb.  14,1846;  Frank,  Dec.  30, 
1849;  Charles  L.,Sept.  22,  1851  ;  Edward  D.,  born 
July  9,  1860,  died  July  26,  1861.  The  death  of 
Mr.  Warfield  occurred  on  the  23d  of  April,  1872, 
and  Mrs.  Warfield  departed  this  life  Jan.  8,  1875. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  As  citizens  they  were  loyal;  as  neighbors, 
accommodating;  and  as  Christians,  true  and  faith¬ 
ful. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1837,  accompanied 
by  A.  O.  and  Charles  A.  Warfield,  our  subject 
reached  Burlington,  Iowa,  en  route  to  Muscatine, 
then  known  as  Bloomington.  As  the  river  was  cov¬ 
ered  with  ice,  the  boats  had  to  be  taken  off,  and 
wishing  to  reach  Bloomington,  David  and  his  cousin 
consequently  had  to  make  the  trip  on  foot.  With 
their  guns  upon  their  shoulders  they  started,  and 
after  traveling  four  miles,  stopped  for  the  night  at 
a  log  cabin,  where,  with  true  hospitality  they  were 


entertained,  a  supper  and  breakfast  being  furnished 
them  of  pickled  pork,  corn-dodgers,  and  tea  sweet¬ 
ened  with  honey,  which,  to  the  3Toung  appetites, 
made  keen  by  their  walk,  proved  a  delicious  repast. 
In  the  morning  purchasing  a  horse,  saddle,  and 
bridle,  for  which  they  paid  $110,  the  young  emi¬ 
grants  again  set  out.  one  riding  the  horse  for  some 
distance,  when  dismounting,  he  would  tie  the  ani¬ 
mal  and  proceed  on  his  journey  on  foot.  The  other 
one  coming  up  would  then  mount  and  ride  for 
awhile,  when  he  would  again  walk,  and  in  this  man¬ 
ner  the  journey  to  Bloomington  was  completed, 
they  being  three  days  and  a  half  in  reaching  that 
villiage  after  leaving  Burlington.  The  first  enter¬ 
prise  in  which  the  young  men  embarked,  was  that 
of  building  a  mill.  A  site  was  selected  on  Mad 
Creek,  and  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  lumber 
erected.  After  a  short  time  our  subject  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  cousin,  carrying  on  the  business 
alone  with  varied  success;  for  the  creek  was  true  to 
its  name,  and  would  sometimes  wash  out  the  dam, 
causing  a  loss  of  time  and  money.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Warfield  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  real- 
estate  business,  and  also  in  raising  fine  stock;  he 
taking  great  delight  in  his  stock,  to  which  he  was 
much  attached.  In  early  life  he  was  a  supporter  of 
the  Whig  party,  but  at  its  dissolution,  joined  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  cast  his  ballot  un¬ 
til  his  death.  He  was  a  man  well  informed  on  all 
questions  of  interest  in  his  day,  and  was  a  great 
friend  to  education. 


[^ICHOLAS  WILL,  deceased,  is  numbered 
JJ  among  the  pioneers  of  Muscatine  County, 
XL  of  which  he  became  a  resident  in  1840.  He 
is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  born  June  9, 
1799,  and  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of  farming 
in  his  native  land.  He  married  Anna  Margaret 
Neibert,  and,  in  1839,  with  his  family  he  sailed  from 
the  port  of  Bremen,  reaching  New  York  after  a 
voyage  of  thirty-six  days.  He  was  also  accom¬ 
panied  by  four  brothers,  John  the  first,  John  the 
second,  Wolfgon,  and  Henry,  all  of  whom  were 
accompanied  by  their  families  with  the  exception  of 
John  the  second,  who  was  never  married.  The  com- 


pany  made  its  way  to  Chicago  by  the  slow  method 
of  travel  which  existed  in  those  days,  going  up  the 
Hudson  to  Albany,  thence  by  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  and  on  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chi¬ 
cago.  No  place  of  settlement  had  yet  been  decided 
upon,  and  Christmas  Day  of  1839  found  the  com¬ 
pany  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  The  Father  of  Waters  was 
then  bound  in  the  icy  chains  of  winter,  and  at  St. 
Louis  the  travelers  remained  until  the  following 
spring,  when  they  continued  their  journey  to  Mus¬ 
catine  County*;  where,  with  the  exception  of  John 
the  second,  they  all  made  settlements.  Later  the 
two  Johns  and  Wolfgon  went  to  Missouri,  where 
the  death  of  the  elder  brothers  occurred,  but  the 
younger  one  became  a  resident  of  Oregon,  where  he 
since  died.  Henry  resided  in  Moscow  Township 
until  he,  too,  departed  this  life. 

On  their  journey  to  America,  Nicholas  Will  and 
his  wife  were  accompanied  by  their  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  which  five  are  now 
living:  Katherine,  wife  of  Fred  Kaufman,  of  Mos¬ 
cow  Township;  George,  who  is  also  living  in  Mos¬ 
cow  Township;  Christian,  a  resident  of  Green 
Count}-,  Iowa;  Catherine,  who  wedded  Godfred 
Aumiller,  of  Muscatine;  and  John  G.,  whose  home 
is  in  Moscow  Township.  Three  daughters  were  born 
to  the  parents  in  Muscatine  County:  Barbara,  who 
afterward  became  Mrs.  Shafnit;  Mrs.  Margaret  Ber¬ 
man  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kurdtz,  but  all  are  now 
deceased. 

In  connection  with  his  eldest  brother,  John,  Mr. 
Will  purchased  a  half  section  of  land  on  section  22, 
Moscow  Township,  where  he  took  up  his  residence 
and  at  once  entered  upon  the  improvement  of  his 
place,  transforming  the  wild  land  into  one  of  the 
most  highly  cultivated  regions  in  the  county,  there 
making  his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Dec.  7,  1858.  In  the  month  of  November,  1846, 
his  first  wife  died  and  he  was  again  married,  becom¬ 
ing  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Hoffman,  who 
died  in  the  fall  of  1868.  He  was  one  of  the  well- 
known  pioneers  of  the  county  and  was  numbered 
among  its  successful  citizens.  Possessing  but  little 
of  this  world’s  goods  on  arriving  in  America  he  yet 
prospered,  his  success  being  due  to  his  industry  and 
perseverance.  In  his  political  sentiments  he  was  a 
’  f  Democrat,  and,  religiously,  was  a  member  of  the 


Lutheran  Church.  He  has  a  daughter  and  two 
sons,  George  and  John  G.,  who  are  yet  residing  in 
Moscow  Township. 

John  G.  Will  is  now  the  owner  of  the  homestead, 
upon  which  he  has  resided  for  a  period  of  nearly 
fifty  years.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  Feb.  2,  1838, 
and  while  yet  an  infant  came  with  his  parents  to 
this  country.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sophia  Shafnit,  who  was  born  Dec.  31,  1841,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Jacob  Shafnit,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  no  children,  but  they  have  an  adopted 
son,  Harry.  Mr.  Will  is  numbered  among  the  suc¬ 
cessful  farmers  of  Muscatine  County,  and  is  one  of 
its  largest  land-owners,  having  added  to  the  old 
homestead  until  his  farm  now  comprises  800  acres. 

In  1 888  he  was  elected  Trustee  of  Moscow  Town¬ 
ship,  which  position  he  assumed  Jan.  1,  1889. 

George  Will,  the  second  son  of  Nicholas  Will, 
was  born  in  Germany  March  18,  1830,  and  when 
about  nine  years  of  age  sailed  with  his  father’s  fam¬ 
ily  from  the  port  of  Bremen  in  the  sailing-vessel 
“Emma,”  and  landed  at  New  York  after  a  voyage 
of  thirty -six  days.  Many  are  the  trials  and  hard¬ 
ships  of  pioneer  life,  which  he  shared  in  common 
with  the  family  during  the  early  days  of  their  set¬ 
tlement  in  this  county,  and  his  hand  has  done  much 
toward  aiding  in  the  labor  of  transformation  and 
progress,  by  which  the  broad,  yet-uncultivated 
prairies  were  developed  into  beautiful  farms  and 
homes.  On  the  29th  of  November,  1856,  he  wed¬ 
ded  Miss  Margaret  Curdtz,  a  daughter  of  Godfrey 
and  Helena  Curdtz,  both  of  whom  died  in  Ger¬ 
many — their  native  land.  She  was  one  of  a  familv 
of  six  children  who  grew  to  men  and  women  hood, 
and  in  1854,  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  came 
with  her  brother  John  to  America.  Three  years 
subsequent  to  that  time  another  brother  and  sister 
came,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  who  were  twins.  The 
former  married  Elizabeth  Will,  and  died  leaving 
three  children;  the  latter  is  the  wife  of  Conrad 
Aekamower,  a  resident  of  Muscatine. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will  seven  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born,  five  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Christian  N.,  George  W.,  John  H.,  and  Frank  W. 
are  yet  living.  On  the  6th  day  of  May,  1857,  the 
parents  settled  on  their  present  farm,  which  was  then  '  ' 
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almost  in  its  primitive  condition.  But  few  im¬ 
provements  had  been  made;  but  as  time  passed  the 
work  of  cultivation  was  steadily  carried  forward 
and  the  farm  transformed  into  one  of  the  finest 
tracts  of  land  in  the  township.  The  home-farm 
contains  160  acres,  but  his  landed  possessions 
amount  to  about  796  acres,  all  in  Moscow  Town¬ 
ship  except  eighty-seven  acres.  Mr.  Will  and  his 
wife  are  numbered  among  the  intelligent  and  es¬ 
teemed  citizens  of  Muscatine  County.  They  have 
a  beautiful  home,  which  with  its  surroundings  indi¬ 
cate  refinement  and  industry,  and  their  children 
have  received  splendid  advantages  and  bid  fair  to 
become  useful  men  and  worthy  citizens.  Mr.  Will 
is  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has 
never  been  regarded  as  a  politician,  nor  an  office- 
seeker,  though  he  has  held  various  public  offices  in 
his  township,  discharging  his  duties  faithfully.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Will  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

AMES  YOUNG,  an  early  and  prominent  citi- 
■  zen  of  Muscatine  County,  residing  on  section 
I  2,  Wilton  Township,  was  born  in  Sullivan 
'  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  6,  1829,  and  is  tbe  son 
of  Robert  and  Lydia  (Burr)  Young.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  Middletown,  Conn.,  April  23, 
1793,  removed  to  Sullivan  County  with  his  parents 
in  1806.  Ilis  grandfather,  Capt.  Robert  Young, 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  his  father  fought  the  British  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  wife,  who  was  born  Dec.  30,  1793,  in 
Connecticut,  was  a  relative  of  the  famous  Aaron 
Burr.  Their  union  was  celebrated  Nov.  4,  1814, 
and  to  them  were  born  a  family  of  eight  children, 
three  sons  and  five  daughters,  of  which  number 
three  daughters  and  two  sons  are  yet  living, 
namely:  Anna  B.,  who  married  William  M.  Van- 
demark,  died  in  Sullivan  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  18, 
1864;  Augustus  is  a  resident  of  Wenona,  Ill.;  Eliza 
is  the  wife  of  Eli  Robertson,  of  Tracy,  Minn.; 
Emily  wedded  David  Clements,  of  Liberty,  Sulli¬ 
van  Co.,  N.  Y.;  Talcott  B.,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war,  and  served  as  commissary  sergeant  of 
a  New  York  regiment,  was  taken  prisoner  and  con¬ 
fined  in  the  notorious  Andersonville  prison,  where 


he  was  literally  starved  to  death,  dying  Aug.  31, 
1864;  Betsy  died  March  4,  1849,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years;  James  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Lancellette  Drake, 
of  Damascus,  Pa.  The  father  of  these  children 
departed  this  life  Nov.  14,  1865,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-two  years.  Ilis  wife  survived  him  until  Dec. 
16,  1869,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son  James  in 
Wilton  Township,  where  she  was  then  visiting. 
Her  body  was  taken  by  him  back  to  the  old  home 
in  New  York  for  burial. 

James  Young,  our  subject,  was  reared  to  the 
occupation  of  farming,  and  when  a  young  man 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  which 
he  followed  for  many  years.  In  1852,  before  he 
had  hardly  been  outside  the  limits  of  his  native 
county,  he  decided  to  go  West,  but  the  means  of 
travel  were  very  slow,  and  he  did  not  reach  Mus¬ 
catine  until  Oct.  26,  1852.  The  journey  was  made 
by  rail  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  by 
steamer,  then  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  to 
Chicago  and  to  Joliet,  which  was  the  terminus  of 
the  road.  Bjf  canal  he  then  went  to  LaSalle,  Ill., 
thence  to  Peoria,  on  the  Illinois  River,  whence  he 
traveled  by  stage  to  a  point  on  the  Mississippi, 
where  he  boarded  a  steamer  which  landed  him  at 
Muscatine.  The  following  3’ear,  in  1853,  he  en¬ 
tered  land  from  the  Government,  but  for  some 
time  followed  his  trade  in  the  city  before  begin¬ 
ning  improvements  upon  his  farm. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1859,  the  wedding 
ceremony  of  James  Young  and  Sarah  S.  Ileinly  was 
performed.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Kate  (Geringer)  Ileinly.  and  was  born  in  Pennsvl- 
vania,  from  which  State  she  removed  to  Iowa  with 
her  parents  in  1856.  The  family  loeeted  in  Wil¬ 
ton  Township,  where  they  resided  for  several  years, 
then  removed  to  Wilton  Junction,  and  later  to  Dav- 
venport,  where  Mr.  Ileinly  died  Dec.  1  1,  1864,  in 
the  fifty-first  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  is  still  liv¬ 
ing  in  that  city.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  yet  living — Mrs.  Young, 
and  Solomon,  who  resides  with  his  mother  in  Dav¬ 
enport.  Five  children  grace  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Young,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Lillian  K., 
Oscar  R.,  Luella  A.,  and  LeRoy  E.  A  daughter, 
Mary  E.,  died  Aug.  10,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
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years.  She  was  an  estimable  young  lady,  and  her 
death  proved  a  sad  affliction  to  the  family.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Young  have  given  their  children  supe¬ 
rior  advantages  of  education,  believing  that  knowl¬ 
edge  is  essential  to  success  in  life.  Oscar  R.,  the 
eldest  son,  graduated  from  the  Iowa  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  and  is  now  engaged  in  civil  engineering  in 
the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany.  Lillian  was  a  student  for  some  time  in  the 
Davenport  High  School,  and  also  attended  the 
State  Normal  at  Cedar  Falls.  Mr.  Young  has  a 
fine  farm  of  100  acres  on  section  2,  Wilton  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  has  owned  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty-six  years,  and  his  pleasant  home  with  all  its 
surroundings  indicate  thrift  and  prosperity.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  Presi¬ 
dential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont,  in  1856.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Young  are  numbered  among  the  highly 
esteemed  citizens  of  Muscatine  County,  with  which 
they  have  been  identified  for  many  years. 


f 


ffi^ON.  WILLIAM  F.  BRANNAN.  a  promi- 
nent  attorney  of  Muscatine,  and  Judge  of 
the  Seventh  Judicial  District  of  Iowa,  was 
(^)  born  in  the  capital  city  of  our  country,  on 
the  24th  of  September,  1824.  He  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (McLeod)  Brannan,  who  were  natives  of 
Ireland,  and  who  emigrated  to  America  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century,  locating  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  Soon  after  becoming  residents  of  the 
United  States,  his  father  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service,  doing  duty  in  the  war  department. 
He  afterward  served  as  messenger  in  the  same 
office. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob¬ 
tained  in  the  common  schools,  while  his  higher 
education  was  obtained  in  McLeod  Academy. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  entered  the  Globe 
printing  office  at  Washington  as  an  apprentice  and 
there  remained  until  the  summer  of  1842,  when  he 
went  to  Hagerstown,  Md.,  where  he  taught  school 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  meantime,  choosing 
the  profession  of  law  for  his  life  work,  he  began  its 
study,  and  in  1846,  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The 
following  year,  he  took  editorial  charge  of  the 
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Hagerstown  Mail ,  a  paper  which  is  still  in  existence. 

In  this  work  he  continued  until  1852,  when  he 
opened  an  office,  hung  out  his  shingle  and  began 
to  practice  his  profession,  making  a  specialty  of 
chancery  cases.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  following 
the  advice  of  Horace  Greeley,  he  came  West  and 
located  in  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside.  In  a  short  time,  he  secured  a  fine 
practice  and  has  since,  been  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  bar  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

In  his  political  views.  Mr.  Brannan  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  though  in  no  sense  has  he  ever 
been  an  office  seeker.  In  1856  he  was  nominated 
by  his  party  associates  as  a  member  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  to  revise  the  Constitution  of  the  State.  Not-  , 
withstanding  his  party  was  then  greatly  in  the 
minority,  he  succeeded  in  reducing  the  Republican 
majority  as  against  him,  from  200  to  only  fifteen 
votes.  In  1858,  when  the  present  school  law  came 
into  force,  he  was  elected  County  Superintendent 
of  schools  of  Muscatine  County  and  served  one 
term,  filling  the  office  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  con- 
stitutents.  During  his  term  the  school  districts 
were  reorganized  and  much  extra  work  was  re¬ 
quired  of  the  Superintendent  in  order  to  have 
everything  in  conformit}7  with  the  law.  In  1868  he 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Conven¬ 
tion  which  nominated  for  the  Presidency  Horatio 
Seymour,  of  New  York,  and  in  1884  was  a  delegate 
and  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  convention 
that  nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  In  April,  1872,  Mr.  Brannan  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  as  Judge  of  the  District 
Court,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  J.  Scott  Rich- 
man  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  that  position  by  Gov.  C.  C.  Carpenter, 
who  was  his  opponent  in  politics,  on  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  bar  of  the  district.  At  the 
regular  election  in  that  year,  he  was  elected  to  fill 
out  the  unexpired  term,  and  re-elected  in  1874,  for 
a  full  terra,  and  both  times  without  opposition, 
though  the  district  was  largely  opposed  to  him 
politically.  In  1875  he  resigned  the  office  of  Dis¬ 
trict  Judge  and  again  entered  upon  the  regular 
practice  of  his  profession.  In  1869,  and  again  in 
1885,  he  was  nominated  by  acclamation  for  the 
Supreme  Bench  by  his  party,  but  was  unable  to  i 
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overcome  the  large  Republican  majority  in  the 
State.  On  the  reorganization  of  the  judicial  sys¬ 
tem  in  1886.  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District  by  a  large  majority, 
notwithstanding  he  had  declared  himself  not  a  can¬ 
didate.  In  1858  he  was  appointed  by  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Iowa  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  was  for  several  years  President  of  the 
School  Board  of  the  city  of  Muscatine. 

Judge  Brannan  is  an  able  lawyer,  upright  and 
honorable  in  all  his  dealings,  having  the  confidence 
of  the  entire  bar  and  people  as  well,  and  since  com¬ 
ing  to  Muscatine  County,  has  served  her  interests 
with  an  ardor  and  fidelity  equaled  by  few.  A  fine 
portrait  of  the  Judge  accompanies  this  brief  sketch. 


OHN  LEWIS,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  of  1841,  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  retired  life  in  West  Liberty,  was  born 
in  Highland  County,  Ohio,  in  1820,  and  is  a 
son  of  Enoch  and  Mourning  (Timberlake)  Lewis. 
On  his  father’s  side  he  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

John  Lewis,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  sub¬ 
ject,  was  born  June  6,  1723,  and  wedded  Alice 
Morris,  born  March  31,  1726,  and  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  Morris.  He  died  Aug.  19, 
1804,  aged  eighty -one  years,  two  months,  and  thir¬ 
teen  days,  and  was  buried  in  the  Friends’  burying- 
ground  at  Goose  Creek,  Bedford  Co.,  Va.  His  wife 
survived  him  nearly  sixteen  years,  dying  Feb.  21, 
1820,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years,  nine  months, 
and  one  day.  She  was  buried  in  Chestnut  ceme¬ 
tery,  in  Grayson  County,  Va. 

Evan,  the  fifth  son  of  John  and  Alice  Lewis,  was 
born  May  5,  1760.  About  the  year  1789  he  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  Tennison,  born  Jan.  1,  1761. 

Enoch,  the  second  son  of  Evan  and  Sarah  Lewis, 
was  born  Oct.  3,  1793.  He  married  Elizabeth  Cad- 
wallader,  March  16,  1812.  They  had  one  son, 
Jonah,  born  March  13,  1814.  Elizabeth  Lewis  died 
April  6,  1814.  Enoch  Lewis  some  two  years  later, 
March  16,  1816,  wedded  Mourning  Timberlake, 
born  Oct.  8,  1794,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Mollie 
Timberlake.  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children: 


Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  4,  1817,  married  Henry  Felk- 
ner,  who  subsequently  re-presented  his  county  in 
the  Iowa  Legislature;  both  are  now  deceased. 
Sally,  born  Oct.  10,  1818,  became  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Henderson,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  work;  she  is  now  deceased.  John, 
born  Aug.  4,  1820,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary,  born  May  5,  1823,  became  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Romain,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Clark,  born 
June  19,  1825,  is  now  living  at  West  Liberty; 
Ann,  born  July  22,  1827,  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Wright,  of  Laramie  City^,  Wyo.  Ter.;  William,  born 
April  14,  1830,  died  March  4,  1831;  Agnes,  born 
Dec.  30,  1831,  is  the  wife  of  S.  A.  Barnes,  of 
Downey,  Iowa;  Emily,  born  Oct.  13,  1833;  is  the 
wife  of  W.  C.  Chase,  a  farmer  of  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  who  formerly  represented  the  county  in 
the  Legislature;  Milton,  born  Jan.  12,  1837,  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  Downey,  Iowa. 

In  1841,  accompanied  by  his  family,  Enoch 
Lewis  emigrated  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  where  he  purchased  720  acres  of  land. 
He  improved  three  farms  in  that  neighborhood; 
first  the  one  now  owned  by  A.  Brown,  second,  the 
Joseph  Chase  farm,  and  later  the  one  now  known 
as  the  Brown  farm  in  Cedar  County.  Wishing  to 
retire  from  active  life  he  removed  to  West  Liberty, 
where  he  lived  until  the  death  of  his  wrife  in  the 
spring  of  1864.  He  then  lived  with  his  children 
until  April,  1871,  when,  after  a  few  hours’  sick¬ 
ness  lie  breathed  his  last  in  the  seventy -eighth 
year  of  His  age.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  man  who 
took  great  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  aided 
largely  in  the  advancement  of  the  social,  moral, 
and  educational  interests  of  the  community.  As  a 
business  man  he  was  energetic,  enterprising  and 
fair  in  all  his  dealings,  consequently  he  was  suc¬ 
cessful.  During  his  earlier  years  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  being  greatly  opposed  to  slavery  was  among 
the  first  to  be  known  by  the  term  of  “abolitionist.” 
When  the  Republican  party  was  organized  he 
became  one  of  its  members,  and  supported  it 
by  his  ballot  and  influence  until  his  death.  While 
living  in  Ohio  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  three 
trustees  of  the  estate  of  a  wealthy  slave-owner, 
who  emancipated  a  large  number  of  slaves  in  Ohio. 
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A  large  sura  of  money  was  left  in  their  hands  for 
the  benefit  of  the  freedmen,  and  most  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  rested  upon  Mr.  Lewis,  but  he  per¬ 
formed  his  duties  faithfully  and  well,  and  remained 
one  of  the  trustees  until  his  removal  to  this  State. 
While  acting  in  the  capacity  of  agent  for  the 
emancipated  slaves  his  home  was  a  well-known 
“station’'  to  the  Society  of  Friends;  and  many 
fugitive  slaves  from  Kentucky,  in  their  efforts  to 
reach  Canada  and  freedom  on  the  “Underground 
Railroad,”  found  a  welcome,  sympathy,  and  food, 
and  were  sent  on  to  the  next  “station”  by  the  kind- 
hearted  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis. 

John  Lewis,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
reared  on  a  farm  in  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  came  with  his  parents  to  this  State.  He  im¬ 
proved  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  for  himself  soon 
after  his  arrival,  but  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  1845,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Delia  Humphrey,  who  was  born  in  Delaware 
County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lemuel  and 
Betsey  (Pinney)  Humphrey,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut.  After  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm 
which  he  had  purchased  on  section  2,  Wapsinonoc 
Township,  and  there  resided  until  1873.  From 
time  to  time  Mr.  Lewis  added  to  his  original  pur¬ 
chase,  until  349  broad  acres  paid  tribute  to  his  care 
and  cultivation.  Removing  to  West  Liberty  in 
1873,  he  has  there  since  continued  to  reside,  and  is 
living  a  retired  life. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  four  chil¬ 
dren  were  born:  Eudora  E.,  wife  of  N.  W.  Ball,  a 
resident  of  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  and  editor  of  the 
Wapsie  Weekly  Index-,  Elsia,  who  died  at  the  age 
two  years;  Lizzie,  wife  of  C.  D.  Haldeman,  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  proprietor  of  a  creamery;  and  Lil¬ 
lian,  the  efficient  assistant  principal  of  the  High 
School  of  West  Liberty.  On  the  24th  of  May, 
1873,  Mrs.  Lewis  was  called  to  her  long  rest.  He 
was  again  married  in  1880,  Miss  S.  A.  Troupe,  a 
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native  of  Ohio,  and  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
for  twenty-five  years,  becoming  his  wife.  She  is 
an  active  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  and  is  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  county  organization. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Lewis  has  been  a  Dii’ector 
in  the  People’s  Bank  of  West  Liberty,  and  at  pres¬ 


ent  holds  the  position  of  President.  lie  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  is  well  informed  on 
all  the  leading  questions  of  the  day,  and  casts  his 
ballot  with  the  Republican  party.  Not  a  member 
of  any  church,  yet  full}'  believing  in  the  beneficent 
influence  on  society  of  religious  teachings,  he  is  a 
liberal  contributor  to  church  organizations.  A 
member  of  the  State  Temperance  Alliance,  and 
County  and  City  Auxiliary  Societies,  he  contrib¬ 
utes  money  and  time  towards  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
intoxicants  to  be  used  as  a  beverage.  A  man  of 
influence  and  prominence  in  the  community  where 
he  resides,  he  holds  an  enviable  place  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  and  well  deserves  their  confidence 
and  esteem. 


ff^NOCH  TAYLOR,  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  34, 
Cedar  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
Stale,  born  Jan.  10,  1850.  His  parents,  Abraham 
and  Elizabeth  (Foraker)  Taylor,  where  natives  of 
Delaware,  in  which  State  his  paternal  and  maternal 
grandparents  were  also  born.  He  was  one  of  a 
family  of  seven  children:  John,  the  eldest,  is  now 
living  in  Illinois;  Ella,  widow  of  Anthony  Ridley 
is  a  resident  of  Ohio;  Warren  is  living  in  the  same 
State;  Abraham  died  in  Missouri,  in  1884;  Mar¬ 
garet  departed  this  life  in  Ohio,  in  1883,  lea  vino-  a 
husband  and  eight  children  to  mourn  her  loss; 
Mary  wedded  Ulysses  Caldwell,  a  resident  of  Ohio. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  received  in  his 
native  State,  and  there  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed.  He  resided  on  the  home- 
farm  with  his  parents  until  attaining  his  majority, 
when  his  father  removed  elsewhere,  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  for  nine  years. 
In  the  month  of  August,  1859,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Nettie  Storm,  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Hannah  (Jones)  Storm,  and  by  their 
union  one  child  was  born,  Cordelia,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Elmer  Shellabarger,  a  resident  farmer  of 
Muscatine  County. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon 
the  old  homestead  in  Ohio,  where  seven  happy 
years  were  passed,  when,  in  1866,  they  emigrated  to 
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Muscatine  Count}’,  where  Mr.  Taylor  rented  the 
farm  of  Isaac  Epperly  for  a  year,  after  which  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  34,  which 
constituted  one  of  the  earliest  improved  farms  in 
the  county.  Many  improvements  he  has  since 
made  until  the  farm  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county,  while  the  barns  and  outbuildings  are  models 
of  convenience.  Beside  carrying  on  general  farm¬ 
ing,  he  pays  some  attention  to  stock-raising,  and 
annually  ships  from  twenty  to  forty  head  of  hogs- 
Socially,  Mr.  Taylor  belongs  to  the  Masonic  frater¬ 
nity,  and  is  a  Master  Mason,  while  politically,  he 
casts  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and  has  the 
entire  confidence  of  all  with  whom  business  or 
social  relations  have  brought  him  in  contact. 


„rfRANK  LEIMKUEHLER  is  a  representative 
of  the  mercantile  interests  of  Moscow, 
where  he  established  business  Sept.  1,  1882. 
lie  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  Jan.  7,1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  Leimkuehler,  who  is  still 
living  in  the  fatherland.  The  family  of  which  he 
was  a  member  numbered  three  children  besides  him¬ 
self:  William,  who  is  now  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government  at  Hanover;  Minnie  and  Charlotte. 
In  1881,  when  a  young  man,  desiring  to  make  his 
home  in  the  New  World  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America,  going  to  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
lived  for  a  time  in  the  family  of  an  uncle,  Frederick 
Hinkhouse,  who  died  in  1886.  He  attended  school 
for  a  while  at  White  Pigeon,  and  thence  removed 
to  Wilton,  where  he  secured  employment  as  a  sales¬ 
man  in  the  store  of  W.  II.  Johnson,  but  at  length 
leaving  that  place  he  came  directly  to  Moscow, 
and  established  business  Sept.  1,1882,  as  before 
stated.  Three  years  later  he  erected  his  present 
fine  store-building,  a  structure  24x55  feet,  with  an 
addition  16x18  feet,  and  in  1888  erected  his  excel¬ 
lent  residence,  its  dimensions  being  28x34  feet, 
and  two  stories  in  height. 

On  the  15th  day  of  May,  1883,  Mr.  Leimkuehler 
led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss  Libbie  Myers,  the 
accomplished  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret 
Myers,  who  were  residents  of  Wilton.  He  is  one 


of  the  successful  business  men  of  Muscatine  County, 
and  is  numbered  among  her  most  worthy  citizens. 
By  fair  dealing  and  low  prices  he  has  built  up  a 
good  trade,  and  since  coming  to  this  county  has 
won  the  respect  and  good  will  of  all  with  whom 
business  or  pleasure  has  brought  him  in  contact. 
Politically,  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  advo¬ 
cated  by  the  Democratic  party,  and  now  holds  the 
office  of  Postmaster  at  Moscow,  to  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  appointment  on  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1886. 
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HARLES  WEISE,  a  leading  citizen  of  Mos- 
who  for  many  years  was  a  prominent 
■mer  of  Moscow  Township,  was  born  in 
Prussia,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1814,  and  was 
the  only  son  of  Fred  Weise,  though  he  has  a  sister 
younger  than  himself,  who  lives  in  Germany.  Our 
subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  land, 
and  there  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  several  years.  Thinking  that  he  might 
better  his  condition,  he  emigrated  to  America  in 
1862,  landing  in  New  York  on  the  21st  of  July, 
after  which  he  came  directly  to  Muscatine  County, 
where  he  had  friends  living.  In  the  spring  of  1863 
he  began  farming  in  Moscow  Township,  and  two 
years  later  purchased  a  farm  in  Goshen  Township. 
In  1866  he  became  the  owner  of  an  adjoining  farm, 
and  in  1876  purchased  a  farm  on  section  17,  in  Mos¬ 
cow  Township,  comprising  147  acres.  Thus,  from 
time  to  time,  he  increased  his  possessions  until  he 
owned  540  acres  of  valuable  land. 

Previous  to  his  emigration  to  America  Mr.  Weise 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Rode,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  William, 
Charles,  Hermann,  Ottillie,  wife  of  John  Teufel; 
Augusta  and  Albertina,  the  latter  the  wife  of  Will¬ 
iam  Ilolling.  Mr.  Weise  came  to  America  with  but 
little  capital,  yet  by  industry  and  perseverance  his 
life-work  has  been  successful,  and  he  is  numbered 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Muscatine  County. 
In  1883  he  retired  from  active  life  and  removed  to 
the  village  of  Moscow,  where  he  is  still  living, 
leaving  his  sons  in  charge  of  his  farming  interests. 
Hermann,  the  youngest  son,  lives  on  the  old  liome- 
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stead  on  section  17,  Moscow  Township,  and  dis¬ 
plays  much  ability  in  the  management  of  his  farm. 
He  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1859,  being  but  three 
years  old  when,  witli  his  parents,  he  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica.  He  married  Miss  Anna  Hunt,  a  daughter  of 
George  Hunt,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Musca¬ 
tine  County.  In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Hermann 
Weise  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


SS.  DESBRO,  of  Atalissa,  has  been  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  at  that  point  since 
1883.  He  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  in  1831,  and  was  the  ninth  in  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  ten  children,  the  offspring  of  Jesse  and 
Martha  (Spaulding)  Desbro,  who  were  natives  of 
New  York  State;  They  emigrated  to  Ohio  at  an 
early  day  and  settled  in  Hamilton  County,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  farming  for  a  number  of 
years. 

In  1850  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this 
county  and  settled  near  Muscatine,  where  he  re¬ 
sided  two  years.  He  then  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Goshen  Township,  where  he  lived  until  his  decease, 
which  occurred  in  1863.  The  wife  and  mother 
had  departed  this  life  some  years  previously. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
pursuits  and  educated  in  the  district  schools.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  in  1850,  and  assisted 
his  father  in  the  labors  around  the  homestead  until 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  He  enlisted  as  a 
Union  soldier  in  September,  1862,  in  Goshen  Town¬ 
ship,  in  Company  B,  35th  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three 
years,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Muscatine. 
Not  long  afterward  he  went  to  the  front,  and  met 
the  enemy  in  battle  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and 
of  Jackson,  Miss.  He  thereafter  followed  the  fort¬ 
unes  of  war  until  its  close,  and  received  his  honor¬ 
able  discharge  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.  Soon 
afterward  he  returned  home,  and  was  married  at 
Muscatine,  in  1865,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Demming. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  (Demming)  Desbro  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Demming,  who  were  of  French  descent  and 
'  r  came  to  Muscatine  in  1854.  Mr.  Demming  was  a 

<•  - - 


tinner  by  trade,  and  died,  in  1876,  in  the  city 
above-mentioned.  His  excellent  wife  survived  him 
some  years,  passing  away  in  December,  1885,  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Desbro,  in  Atalissa.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Desbro,  after  their  marriage  settled  on 
section  12,  in  Goshen  Township,  where  our  subject 
improved  a  farm  from  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and  re¬ 
sided  there  until  1882. 

Mr.  Desbro  is  one  of  the  most  active  members  of 
the  Republican  party  in  this  section,  and,  although 
no  office-seeker,  has  made  himself  useful  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  School  Board  at  Atalissa.  He  carries  a 
well-assorted  stock  of  goods,  and  has  built  up  a 
lucrative  patronage.  His  estimable  wife  died  in 
February,  1886,  at  the  age  of  thirty -nine years.  They 
had  become  the  par'ents  of  ten  children,  only  five 
of  whom  are  now  living.  Mary,  Mrs.  Hessel,  is  a 
resident  of  Chicago;  Emma,  Mrs.  Johnson,  lias  her 
home  in  Atalissa;  Jennie,  Ida,  and  Pearl  remain 
with  their  father.  Jessie  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  July  2,  1886,  and  all  of  the  other  deceased 
children  passed  away  within  a  short  time  of  each 
other. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  August,  1887,  was  formerly  Miss  Anna 
Hall,  daughter  of  John  Hall,  who  married  a  Miss 
Thompson.  They  were  American-born  and  na¬ 
tives  of  some  Eastern  State.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  our  subject  was  Thomas  Desbro,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  America  during 
the  Colonial  times,  as  also  did  Grandfather  Spauld¬ 
ing,  who  likewise  was  born  in  the  Fatherland. 

o  7 


‘Sj%;NATRICK  MOYLAN,  residing  on  section 
jj)  26,  Goshen  Township,  was  born  in  County 
m ^  Ti  jperary,  Ireland,  in  1838,  and  is  a  son 
j  \  of  William  and  Margaret  (Quirk)  Moylan, 
who  were  also  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  1847 
the  father  left  his  native  land  and  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  in  order  to  make  a  home  for  his  family.  Em¬ 
barking  on  a  vessel  at  Dublin,  he  reached  this 
country  after  a  voyage  of  forty-five  days,  and  for 
two  years  worked  in  Vermont,  New  York,  and  Con¬ 
necticut.  In  1849  he  came  West  to  Muscatine 
County,  Iowa,  and  was  employed  by  Mr.  Overman 
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to  attend  the  ferry.  The  following  year  the  family 
started  for  America,  landing  in  New  Orleans  after  a 
pleasant  voyage  of  forty-five  days.  They  then 
came  up  the  Mississippi,  but  before  landing  at 
Muscatine  the  mother  buried  two  of  her  children 
on  the  Illinois  shore,  just  opposite  the  city,  who 
had  died  from  cholera.  As  there  were  no  railroads 
they  proceeded  by  stage  from  Muscatine  to  Goshen 
Township,  where  they  were  met  by  Mr.  Moylan. 
The  following  year,  in  1851,  he  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  subsequently  added,  and 
developed  a  fine  farm,  lie  was  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  the  township  in  those  early  daj^s, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  January,  1861,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years, 
llis  estimable  wife  survived  him  until  Maj',  1873, 
when  she  too  was  called  to  her  final  rest,  dying  at 


nie,  James,  Ellen,  Agnes,  May,  Eva,  and  Clara,  all 
of  whom  are  at  home,  though  Edward  is  engaged 
in  farming  for  himself.  The  parents  are  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  West  Liberty,  and 
are  numbered  among  the  highly  respected  citizens 
of  Goshen  Township. 

Mr.  Moylan  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County.  He  cheerfully  endured  the  trials 
and  privations  incident  to  pioneer  life  to  secure  a 
home.  He  has  witnessed  almost  the  entire  growth 
of  the  county,  has  seen  the  little  log  cabins  give  waj' 
to  commodious  and  elegant  residences,  the  wild 
prairies  transformed  into  beautiful  farms,  and  the 
steam-horse  traverse  the  Indian  trail.  In  the  work 
of  civilization  and  progress  lie  has  always  borne 
his  part,  and  aided  largely  to  any  enterprise  for 
the  public  welfare. 


the  age  of  sixty  years. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Ireland  and  the  district 
schools  of  Muscatine  County  our  subject  received 
his  education.  lie  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  has 
made  farming  his  occupation  since  reaching  matur¬ 
ity.  lie  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  131  acres,  which 
is  highly  improved  and  cultivated,  and  is  stocked 
with  a  good  grade  of  cattle,  and  with  the  pure 
bred  Poland-China  hogs.  Ilis  farm  is  pleasantly 
situated  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Atalissa, 
which  furnishes  him  a  convenient  market-place. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs,  cast¬ 
ing  his  ballot  with  the  Democratic  party,  lie  as¬ 
sisted  in  organizing  the  school  districts  in  his  town¬ 
ship,  has  served  as  School  Director  for  six  or  seven 
years,  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  communit}'. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1861,  in  Cedar 
County,  Iowa,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Maria  McGee,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Eliza  (Fitzpatrick)  McGee,  who  were 
born  in  Queen’s  County,  Ireland.  Her  father  fol¬ 
lowed  the  occupation  of  farming  throughout  his 
entire  life,  and  in  1851  emigrated  to  this  country, 
locating  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  where  he  entered 
land  and  improved  a  farm.  His  death  occurred  in 
1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  and  his  wife 
is  still  living,  making  her  home  with  our  subject. 
By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moylan  ten  children 
have  been  born:  Edward,  Lizzie,  Margaret,  Fan¬ 


dl  WILLIAM  S.  PEASLEY,  importer,  dealer, 
\rj//  and  manufacturer  of  marble,  granite,  etc., 
established  his  business  in  1878.  He  was 
born  in  Mt.  Gillead,  Morrow  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  16, 
1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Betsy  (Worth) 
Peasley,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  the  latter  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  In 
the  year  1853  he  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Bloomington  Township, 
where  he  remained  until  1857,  when  he  removed  to 
Hardin  County,  Iowa,  and  there  engaged  in  the 
same  occupation  in  connection  with  the  grocery 
business.  In  1861  he  returned  to  Muscatine 
County,  and  in  the  spring  of  1864  again  embarked 
in  the  grocery  trade  at  Muscatine,  continuing  in 
that  line  until  the  latter  part  of  1868,  when  he  be¬ 
came  a  dealer  in  stock  and  grain.  That  line  of 
business  he  continued  for  ten  years,  when,  in  1878? 
as  already  stated,  he  began  his  present  business. 

The  family  to  which  Mr.  Peasley  belongs  is  of 
Scotch  descent.  His  father  was  three  times  mar¬ 
ried.  By  his  first  union  two  children  were  born; 
by  his  second,  three  children  were  born;  while  by 
the  third  union  our  subject  was  the  only  child.  The 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1868,  at  the  age  of 
seventy -seven  years,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life 
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March  25,  1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  while  residing  on  the  old  home-farm 
in  Bloomington  Township. 

After  arriving  at  man’s  estate  Mr.  Beasley  was 
united  in  marriage  in  Bloomington  Township,  on 
the  30th  day  of  August,  1856,  with  Miss  Lorenda 
A.  Jones,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ira  and  Martha  (Young)  Jones.  She  was 
the  eldest  in  a  family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
beside  herself  are  still  living:  Henry  P.,  who  re¬ 
sides  in  Muscatine;  F.  P.,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1876,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro¬ 
fession  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the 
month  of  August,  1886;  M.  P.,  w'ho  is  living  in 
Atlanta,  Iowa,  is  a  traveling  salesman,  and  wedded 
Molly  Cliffinger  of  Milan,  Ill.;  AddieB.  is  the  wife 
of  G.  J.  Mohler,  a  resident  of  Muscatine,  and  pas¬ 
senger  conductor  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids 
&  Northern  Railway;  Abbie  M.  married  S.  W. 
Goodhue,  who  is  living  in  Lawrence,  Kan.  All  of 
the  children  are  natives  of  New  Hampshire  with  the 
exception  of  the  youngest  daughter,  who  was  born 
after  the  removal  of  the  family  to  this  State.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Jones  occurred  Jan.  2,  1873,  and  the 
following  year  the  father  too  died,  being  called 
from  this  world  Sept.  21,  1874. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age,  in  1854,  Mrs. 
Peasley  came  with  her  parents  to  Iowa.  For  many 
years  she  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
temperance  interests  of  Muscatine  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  country.  She  began  her  work  in  February, 
1874,  during  the  time  when  the  temperancelorgan- 
ization  of  the  women  in  this  country  was  known  as 
the  Crusade.  A  noble  band  of  forty  ladies,  on  the 
first  day  of  the  Crusade,  met  in  the  Congregational 
Church  and  selected  Mrs.  Robbins  to  preside  over 
the  meeting,  and  in  the  capacity  of  President  that 
lady  served  for  ten  years.  For  six  weeks  meetings 
were  held  daily,  during  which  time  they  visited 
over  forty  saloons.  Mrs.  Peasley  served  as  Secre¬ 
tary  eleven  of  the  fifteen  years  since  the  Crusade 
began.  She  has  also  served  as  President  of  the 
County  Union  for  five  years,  and  now  holds  the 
office  of  District  President.  The  little  band  of 
women,  from  their  prayful,  earnest  efforts,  won  for 
themselves  the  name  of  the  “  praying  band.”  In 
1874,  at  the  State  meeting,  they  took  the  name  of 


the  Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  and 
since  their  organization  they  have  met  regularly 
once  a  week,  having  now  a  membership  of  100. 
Mrs.  Peasley  has  borne  no  inconsiderable  part  in 
the  work  of  this  society,  aiding  and  encouraging 
others,  and  doing  all  in  her  power  to  advance  its 
interests. 

- - 

fir?  OHN  A.  MATHEWSON,  City  Engineer  and 
a  well-known  resident  of  Muscatine,  is  one 
I  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county.  He  was 
born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Jan.  8,  1829,  and 
is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Eliza  (Arnold)  Mathewson. 
His  first  school  days  ■were  spent  in  Smithville,  his 
native  State,  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Quinby. 
Later  he  attended  several  other  schools,  but  finally 
returned  to  the  first,  and  was  graduated  two  years 
thereafter.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Thayer  School,  at  Boston, 
where  he  studied  one  year. 

In  1849,  at  the  age  of  twent}-  3-ears,  young 
Mathewson  engaged  as  a  civil  engineer  with  the 
Vermont  Central  Railroad  Company,  and  remained 
with  them  one  }-ear.  He  then  went  to  Ohio,  and 
was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  with  the  Mari¬ 
etta  &  Cincinnati  Railroad  Compan}-  about  four 
years.  Later  we  find  him  in  Iowa  Count}-,  this 
State,  where  he  built  a  saw-mill,  which  he  operated 
about  one  year,  then  sold  out,  and  coming  to  Mus¬ 
catine,  taught  school  in  the  Third  Ward  College 
from  1860  to  1864.  In  1865  he  v-as  appointed 
City  Engineer,  and  tw-o  3-ears  later  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  M.  F.  &  A.  R.  R.  R.  Co. 

In  1869  Mr.  Mathewson  ran  on  the  Iveithburo- 

O 

branch  of  the  Rock  Island  &  St.  Louis  Railroad, 
and  later  w-as  the  employe  of  the  Milw-aukee  &  St. 
Paul  from  Dubuque  north,  and  followed  railroad¬ 
ing  until  1873.  That  3-ear  he  made  a  survey  from 
Muscatine  to  Iowa  Falls,  and  after  some  time  occu¬ 
pied  as  a  surveyor,  engaged,  in  the  spring  of  1880, 
to  superintend  the  construction  of  the  Wjjbash 
bridge.  Later  he  returned  to  surveying  for  the 
Iowa  Central  Railroad  Com  pail}-  and  n  1882  super¬ 
intended  the  carrying  of  the  chain  from  Anamosa 
to  Dodge  Centre,  Minn.  In  February,  1883,  he 
started  on  a  survey  from  New  Boston,  Ill.,  to  Chil- 
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licothe,  Mo.,  and  thence  back  to  New  Boston,  and 
wound  up  this  business  by  running  two  lines  each 
200  miles  in  length,  for  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
<fc  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  after  which  he  was 
appointed  City  Engineer  of  Muscatine,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Mathewson  was  married,  Nov.  10,  1857,  to 
Mary  B.  Knight,  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  the  same 
day  started  for  the  West.  Mrs.  Mathewson  was 
born,  July  6,  1832,  in  Connecticut,  and  was  the 
third  of  eight  children,  the  offspring  of  Benjamin 
and  Amy  (Ballow)  Knight,  four  of  whom  are  now 
living,  and  of  whom  she  is  the  eldest.  Iler  brother 
Noah  is  a  resident  of  Albany  County,  Wyo.  Ter.; 
he  married  Malvina  Barber,  of  Coventry,  R.  I. 
Benjamin  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College, 
married  Lida  Kelley,  of  Johnston,  R.  I.,  and  is 
now  a  practicing  physician  of  San  Diego,  Cal. 
Lucina  married  Mr.  James  Plant,  a  native  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  now  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Central 
Pacific  car-works;  they  reside  in  Sacramento,  Cal. 
Lucretia.  is  the  widow  of  Henry  Thurber,  and  a 
resident  of  Santa  Cruz,  Cal.;  Thomas  W.  D.  was 
named  in  honor  of  Thomas  Daris,  of  the  Daris 
Rebellion  of  1843.  A  paternal  uncle  of  Mrs. 
Mathewson,  Mr.  Job  Ballow,  resides  on  a  farm 
which  has  been  owned  by  the  family  190  years,  and 
upon  which  are  buried  five  grandfathers  of  Mrs. 
Mathewson. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Mathewson  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  one  of  whom,  Benjamin  K.,  born 
Jan.  19,  1867,  died  Nov.  16,  1868.  Isaac,  the  eld¬ 
est  living,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1860,  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  civil  engineer  on  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  in  Colorado;  Thomas  K.  was  born  March 
10,  1870,  and  remains  at  home  with  his  parents. 
Mr.  Mathewson  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and,  with  his  estimable  wife,  belongs  to  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Muscatine. 


IIARLES  L.  WARFIELD,  the  present  ticket 
agent  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
and  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  tk  North¬ 
ern  Railroads,  at  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  this 
city,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of 


David  R.  Warfield,  one*  of  the  pioneers,  whose 
sketch  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  work.  He 
is  a  thorough  business  man,  familiar  with  every  de¬ 
tail  of  the  business,  and  has  been  identified  with  the 
road  for  twenty  years,  discharging  his  duties  with 
fidelity  and  promptness.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
breeding  fast  trotting-stoek,  in  which  line  of  busi¬ 
ness  he  is  quite  successful. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1885.  Charles  L.  War- 
field  was  united  in  marriage  with  an  accomplished 
young  lady,  Miss  Grace  Fletcher,  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  Fletcher,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  a  history  of  whom  is  given  else¬ 
where.  Their  union  was  celebrated  in  Muscatine, 
Mr.  Warfield  has  a  son,  -  Clyde,  by  a  former  wife. 
Socially,  Mr.  Warfield  is  a  member  of  Wyoming 
Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and  politically,  is  a  stanch  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  principles  advocated  by  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  holds  the  office  of  Vice  President 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Democratic  Club. 


\  r%  ROF.  JACOB  II.  LUKENS,  Principal  of 
Jl)  the  Third  Ward  School  of  Muscatine,  was 
Is  1^'  born  in  the  Keystone  State,  in  Bucks 
]  \  County,  June  21,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of 
Abraham  and  Mary  B.  (Hogeland)  Lukens.  The 
family  numbered  eight  children,  as  follows:  John, 
who  is  living  in  Pennsylvania;  Frank,  who  makes 
his  home  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  Jacob  IL,  of 
this  sketch;  Wilmer,  who  is  also  living  in  Philadel¬ 
phia;  Harry,  who  is  connected  with  the  DisstonSaw 
Manufacturing  Compan}'  of  Philadelphia;  Katie,  a 
resident  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.;  Susie,  wife  of 
Thomas  Moore,  of  Montgomery  County,  Pa. ;  and 
Lizzie,  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life  in  his  native 
State,  his  father  being  an  agriculturist.  1 1  is  early 
education  was  received  in  the  schools  of  Feaster- 
ville  and  Brownsville,  where  he  remained  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  entered  the 
Millersville  State  Normal  School.  In  1862  he  be¬ 
gan  the  profession  of  teaching,  which  he  followed 
for  three  years  in  his  native  county,  when  he  went 
to  Philadelphia  and  taught  in  the  Benjamin  Rush 
School  of  that  city  until  1869,  when  he  emigrated 
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to  the  West  and  located  in  Muscatine.  For  two 

in  Boston  at  the  time.  For  several  years  he  worked 

years  he  was  engaged  in  the  bakerjr  business,  after 

for  Mr.  Sparks,  and  then,  wishing  to  become  a  resi- 

which  he  removed  to  Wilton  Junction,  Iowa,  where 

dent  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  removed  to  that  city  in 

he  followed  his  profession;  but  in  1874  returned  to 

1836.  While  there  making  his  home,  he  was  united 

this  city,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Third 

in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Wilson,  of  Pitts- 

Ward  school,  of  which  he  has  remained  Principal 

burgh,  the  wedding  ceremony  being  performed  on 

continuously  since. 

the  21st  of  September,  1836.  The  young  people 

In  the  year  1866  Prof.  Lukens  was  united  in 

began  their  domestic  life  in  that  Southern  city, 

marriage  with  Miss  Hettie  J.,  daughter  of  Garrett 

where  they  remained  until  1840,  at  which  time 

V.  Scott,  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.  Four  children  have 

they  determined  to  cast  their  lot  with  the  pioneers 

been  born  of  their  union,  namely :  Alvin,  who  was 

of  Iowa,  and  boarded  a  vessel  which  carried  them 

born  April  7,  1867,  and  died  Sept.  15,  of  the  same 

to  their  destination.  It  was  the  same  vessel  which 

year;  Clarence  D.,  born  March  18,  1869,  is  living 

bore  the  news  of  the  election  of  William  Henry 

at  Easton,  Pa.;  Scott,  born  Feb.  6,  1873,  died 

Harrison  to  the  people  of  that  State.  Mr.  Hawley 

Sept.  23,  1874;  and  Mary,  born  Oct.  23,  1875,  died 

located  with  his  family  upon  land  situated  twelve 

Oct.  4,  1878.  Prof.  Lukens  and  his  wife  have  been 

miles  south  of  Muscatine,  where  he  engaged  in 

communicants  of  the  Methodist  Church  for  twenty- 

farming  for  a  period  of  three  37ears,  when  he  re- 

six  years,  and  now  hold  membership  with  the 

moved  into  the  city.  After  engaging  in  business 

church  in  Muscatine.  They  are  earnest  Christian 

for  some  time  he  again  turned  his  attention  to 

people,  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them,  and 

farming,  and  made  his  home  on  Muscatine  Island, 

are  numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  this 

but  once  more  he  abandoned  agricultural  pursuits 

county.  In  his  political  sentiments  he  is  a  sup- 

and  returned  to  Muscatine,  where,  in  1850,  he 

porter  of  the  Republican  party. 

began  the  manufacture  of  brick,  which  he  contin- 

ued  until  1862.  At  that  time  he  embarked  in  the 

insurance  business,  which  he  followed  until  called 

from  the  earth  by  death. 

YRUS  HAWLEY,  who  was  numbered  among 

In  the  month  of  September,  1850,  Mr.  Hawley 

(|f  ^  the  pioneers  of  1840,  was  a  native  of  Nor- 

was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife. 

folk,  Conn.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the 

Seven  children  were  born  of  their  union :  Theodo- 

16th  of  October,  1808.  He  was  the  fourth  in  order 

cia  died  in  infancy,  in  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Ellen  M. 

of  birth  in  a  family  of  six  children,  whose  parents 

was  born  in  Louisville,  Dec.  5,  1839,  and  married 

were  Earl  P.  and  Irene  (Frisby)  Hawley;  but  not 

F.  E.  Humphreys,  and  now  resides  in  Mason  City, 

one  of  that  number  is  now  living.  Charlotte  was 

Iowa;  Theodocia,  born  March  21,  1841,  married 

the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  was  followed  b}7  Lucia, 

F.  L.  Underwood,  and  is  living  in  Kansas  City, 

who  became  the  wife  of  Israel  Dickinson,  of  Wilks- 

Mo.;  Cyrus  Albert,  born  Jan.  1,  1843,  died 

borough,  Pa.;  Laura  married  Franklin  Thurston, 

Jan.  12,  1856;  Laura  L.  Blanche,  born  Sept. 

who  died  in  New  Albany,  Ind. ;  Maria  wedded  Mr. 

11,  1845,  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  W.  A.  Clarke, 

Crow,  of  Jeffersonville,  Ind.;  and  Olive  died  at 

and  died  May  17,  1885;  William  A.,  born  Nov. 

Norfolk,  Conn. 

26,  1847,  died  on  the  field  of  battle  at  Kenne- 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  our  subject  left  his  home 

saw  Mountain,  July  4,  1864;  Martha  Jeffery,  born 

and  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  securing  em- 

July  27,  1850,  married  E.  Holmes,  of  Kansas  City. 

ployment  with  Collins  &  Company,  as  traveling 

In  1852  Mr.  Hawley  was  again  united  in  marriage, 

salesman  in  the  Southern  States,  where  he  sold 

his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Met- 

axes  and  other  farm-implements.  The  succeeding 

teer,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Zilpha  (Whitaker) 

four  years  were  passed  in  that  employment,  after 

Metteer,  and  a  resident  of  Blue  Grass,  Iowa, 

which  he  was  employed  in  the  same  capacity  b}7 

though  formerly  residing  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y. 

^  the  Sparks  book  firm ;  the  largest  firm  of  that  kind 

|  The  family  circle  of  this  worthy  couple  was  com-  i 
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pleted  by  the  birth  of  five  children:  Charles  D., 
born  June  20,  1853,  died  March  14,  1854,  in 
Muscatine;  Lucia  W.,  born  Dec.  12,  1854,  died  in 
November,  1875;  Cyrus  E.,  born  Aug.  29,  1858, 
died  March  28,  1861;  Frances  E.,  born  Nov.  25, 
1861,  is  at  home;  Cyrus  L.,  born  Jan.  19,  1864, 
married  Flora  Sawyer,  of  Picton,  Canada,  and  is 
now  paying-teller  in  McCormick  &  Company’s  Bank, 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  where  he  resides. 

In  1877  Mr.  Hawley’s  death  occurred.  Since 
1840  he  had  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
history  of  Muscatine  County,  and  was  honored  as  a 
pioneer  and  citizen.  For  many  years  he  lived  the 
life  of  a  true  Christian.  He  was  never  known  to 
speak  an  unkind  word  of  a  fellow-man,  but  was 
always  ready  to  encourage  and  aid  others  in  the 
struggle  of  life,  and  his  presence  was  ever  welcome 
in  all  homes,  and  in  every  circle  of  society. 


ILLIAM  CHOWAN,  an  early  settler  of  this 
county,  now  residing  on  section  32,  Orono 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  En¬ 
gland,  and  was  born  on  the  26th  of  March,  1826. 
His  parents,  Richard  and  Mary  Ann  (Hook)  Chowan, 
were  also  natives  of  that  country,  and  reared  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  eight  children:  Ann  and  Mary,  the  two  eld¬ 
est,  are  both  deceased;  Sarah  is  the  widow  of  Mr. 
Runnals,  and  resides  in  London;  John  is  living  in 
Lake  Township,  this  county ;  Joseph  makes  his  home 
in  England  ;  Richard  is  also  living  in  the  land  of  his 
birth;  William,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order, 
and  George,  the  youngest,  is  a  resident  of  England. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
land,  and  there  followed  the  occupation  of  farming. 
Thinking  that  the  New  World  would  furnish  a  bet¬ 
ter  field  for  his  labors,  when  twenty-nine  years  of 
age,  he  emigrated  to  America.  Boarding  the  sail¬ 
ing-vessel  “Consolation”  at  Liverpool,  in  1855,  after 
'  a  very  stormy  voyage  of  twenty-eight  days,  he 
landed  in  New  York.  He  was  in  a  strange  country 
with  no  friends  near  him,  and  had  but  half  a  crown 
in  money;  buthe  immediately  began  seeking  for 
some  employment  at  which  he  could  gain  a  liveli¬ 
hood.  Going  to  Cleveland,  he  husked  corn  for  about 
a  week,  and  then  pawned  some  of  his  clothes  in  order 


to  get  enough  money  to  cany  him  to  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  where  he  had  a  brother  living.  In  that  city 
he  worked  for  an  old  judge,  receiving  $10  per 
month;  and  continued  his  labors  in  that  vicinity, 
working  by  the  month,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  when  he  responded  to  the  country’s 
call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  Company  E,  in  the  62d 
Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteers,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Pond.  He  was  not  engaged  in  many  of  the 
most  hotly  contested  battles  of  the  war;  his  hardest 
fight  being  at  Winchester.  In  1863  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  7th  New  York  Battery,  to  which 
company  he  had  been  transferred. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1852,  Mr.  Chowan  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Symonds, 
their  wedding  being  celebrated  in  England,  but  cn 
May  18,  1852,  before  his  emigration  to  America, 
Mrs.  Chowan  departed  this  life.  He  was  again 
married,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1857,  becoming  the 
husband  of  Miss  Ann  Jane  Robinson,  and  by  their 
union  four  children  were  born:  John,  born  Dec.  18, 
1857;  William,  April  24,  1859;  George,  June  25, 
1860;  and  Richard,  born  June  8,  1861,  died  the 
same  year.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  in  1 862,  and  Mr.  Chowan  was  a  third 
time  married,  this  union  being  with  Mrs.  Dyche, 
widow  of  Charles  Dyche,  and  a  daughter  of  George 
and  Rebecca  (Pry)  Master,  who  were  natives  of 
Germany.  Three  children  have  graced  their  union: 
Mary,  born  July  21,  1864,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Stickney,  of  Louisa  County,  Iowa;  Eliza, 
born  Jan.  18,  1868,  and  Charles  R.,  born  May  8, 
1869,  are  both  at  home.  By  her  former  marriage 
Mrs.  Chowan  had  six  children:  Nancy  Jane,  born 
April  4,  1849,  is  now  residing  at  Toolesboro;  John 
G.,  born  Nov.  26,  1850,  is  a  resident  of  Louisa 
County;  Rebecca  C.,  born  Aug.  6,  1853,  wedded 
John  Edmondson,  of  Washington  County,  Iowa; 
Joseph,  born  Aug.  8,  1855,  died  on  the  26th  of 
August  of  the  same  year;  Clara  E.,  born  Sept.  19, 

1858,  died  Jan.  16,  1879;  Agnes,  born  Aug.  15, 

1859,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  B.  Miller.  Clara  wed¬ 
ded  Jim  Lee. 

Mr.  Chowan,  politically,  alliliates  with  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  lie  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  32, 
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Orono  Township,  and  is  one  of  the  self-made  men 
of  the  county,  having  made  all  that  he  has  by  his 
own  efforts.  Landing  in  this  country  with  only 
half  a  crown  (which,  however,  he  still  has  in  his 
possession),  pawning  clothes  to  get  to  his  brother’s, 
then  working  for  $10  per  month,  was  the  way  in 
which  he  began  life  in  America;  but  his  persever¬ 
ance,  industry,  good  management,  and  economy 
have  gained  him  a  comfortable  competence. 
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eight,  and  rests  in  a  quiet  country  grave  not  far 
from  her  former  prairie-home.  Mr.  Farnsworth 
spent  the  latter  years  of  his  useful  life  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  and  died  there  Dec.  13,  1885,  aged  seventy-six 
years.  He  was  an  earnest,  faithful  Christian,  and 
went  down  like  a  shock  of  corn,  fully  ripe. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denton  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  only  five  of  whom  are  living,  viz :  Horace, 
who  is  in  Montana;  G.  Albert,  Erminia  F.,  C. 
Arthur  (Ruby),  and  Jasper  J.,  are  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  Denton  is  a  successful  farmer,  and  has  in¬ 
creased  the  old  homestead  to  200  acres;  has  built  a 


DWARD  W.  DENTON,  a  farmer,  residing 
|p«]  on  section  15  of  Bloomington  Township,  is 
JlLe0  a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1833.  His  family  is  of  Scottish  origin, 
and  was  founded  in  this  country  by  his  great-great- 
grandparents,  who  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  Long 
Island  in  1690.  His  parents  were  H.  E.  and  A. 
(Little)  Denton,  and  were  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  E.  W.  was  third  in  order  of  birth. 
Mr.  Denton,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  in  1855,  and  settled  on  section  15,  Blooming, 
ton  Township,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  un¬ 
improved  land,  which  he  transformed  into  one  of 
the  best  cultivated  farms  in  the  township.  He  re¬ 
sided  there  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occur¬ 
red  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  His 
good  wife  survived  him  four  years,  and  died  in 
1877,  aged  seventy-six  years. 

At  Muscatine,  Iowa,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1864, 
Mr.  E.  W.  Denton  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rose  A.  Farnsworth,  who  was  born  in  this 
county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Aziel  and  Ann 
(Shepard)  Farnsworth,  who  were  early  pioneers  of 
Muscatine  County.  Mr.  Farnsworth  was  a  native 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  left  his  home  in 
Vermont  when  but  a  lad  and  went  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  where  he  ’grew  to  manhood,  and  in 
1833  wedded  Miss  Ann  Shepard,  who  was  a  native 
of  that  State.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Iowa,  and 
entered  Government  land,  in  Sweetland  Township, 
which  he  afterward  bought  at  a  government  land 
sale  held  at  Burlington  in  1839.  Mrs.  Farnsworth 
1  >  died  in  Sweetland  Township  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
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comfortable  and  cozy  house,  where  he  dispenses 
genuine  hospitality,  and  welcomes  many  friends. 
He  raises  considerable  fine  stock,  in  which  he  takes 
a  special  pride.  He  is  a  member  of  Hawkeye 
Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  a  social, 
genial  gentleman,  who  enjoj^s  the  confidence  and  re¬ 
spect  of  his  acquaintances,  and  moves  around 
with  the  air  of  one  who  is  pretty  well  satisfied  with 
his  surroundings  generally. 


JROF.  ELIAS  FREMONT  SCHALL,  Prin- 
)  cipal  of  the  Second  Ward  High  School  of 
Muscatine  and  a  leading  citizen  of  this 
community,  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  where 
his  birth  occurred  on  the  11th  da}^  of  September, 
1856.  He  is  the  son  of  Elias  and  Caroline  M.  (Hut¬ 
ton)  Schall,  and  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in 
his  father’s  family,  the  other  members  of  which 
were  as  follows:  George  W.,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  Muscatine;  Harris  C.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Henry  A.,  who  is  located  at 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.;  Hiram  W.,  a  resident  of  Ox¬ 
ford,  Neb.:  Ida  L.,  who  died  in  August,  1888;  and 
Frank  E.,  who  is  also  living  at  Three  Rivers,  Mich. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  under  the  parental  roof;  and  in  the  common 
district  schools  of  his  native  county  prepared  for 
college.  Having  secured  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
common  branches  he  entered  Ann  Arbor  Colleo-e. 
where  he  completed  his  studies  in  the  four-years’ 
course  of  that  institution.  His  schoolroom  educa¬ 
tion  being  finished  he  went  to  Detroit  and  secured 
employment  as  a  salesman  in  a  wholesale  house, 
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where  he  remained  for  one  season.  In  the  fall  of 
1883  he  came  to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
employed  as  Second  Assistant  in  the  High  School 
for  one  year.  His  merit  won  him  promotion  and 
the  following  year  he  held  the  position  of  First 
Assistant,  after  which  he  was  again  promoted  to  the 
position  which  he  now  occupies  as  Principal  of  the 
Second  Ward  High  School.  He  possesses  much 
ability  as  an  instructor,  and  has  gained  the  respect, 
confidence,  and  good-will  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

On  the  8th  day  of  June,  1887,  Prof.  Sehall  led  to 
the  marriage  altar  Miss  Ann  B.  Cloud,  a  daughter 
of  D.  C.  Cloud,  of  Muscatine,  but  on  the  12th  day 
of  April.  1888,  she  was  called  to  her  final  home. 
Socially,  lie  is  a  K.  of  P.,  having  belonged  to  that 
order  since  November,  1885,  and  now  holds  mem¬ 
bership  in  Wyoming  Lodge  No.  76.  He  also  be¬ 
longs  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  and  in  his  political  sentiments  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  His  parents  are  still  living  and 
reside  in  Three  Rivers,  Mich. 

OHN  II.  MEYER,  one  of  the  enterprising 
men  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  born  in  Han¬ 
over,  Germany,  Dec.  9,  1823,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion.  In  1845,  when  a  young  man,  he  resolved  to 
cast  his  lot  in  the  New  World,  and  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  furniture  factory  for 
twelve  years.  While  in  that  city,  in  the  month  of 
April,  1863,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Miss 
Mary  Periling,  who  was  born  in  Prussia,  March  21, 
1838.  Soon  after  their  marriage  the  couple  re¬ 
moved  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Muscatine,  where  Mr. 
Meyer  again  engaged  in  a  furniture  factory.  He 
subsequently  embarked  in  the  express  business, 
which  he  followed  for  ten  years,  discharging  his 
duties  with  promptness  and  fidelity.  Although  in 
limited  circumstances  on  his  arrival  in  this  country, 
his  energy,  ability,  and  good  management  have 
secured  for  him  a  comfortable  competency,  and  he 
is  to-day  numbered  among  j'the  well-to-do  citizens 
of  Muscatine.  He  was  the  first  to  establish  his 
father’s  name  on  the  soil  of  Iowa,  and  for  a  quarter 


of  a  century  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
Muscatine  County,  aiding  in  all  its  interests  and 
enterprises  as  far  as  he  was  able. 

By  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meyer  four  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born:  Eddie,  born  Feb.  10,  1864, 
died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Sophia,  born  Aug.  17, 
1866,  is  now  the  wife  of  Peter  Bair,  of  Trinidad, 
Colo.;  Henry,  born  March  22,  1870,  is  a  printer  of 
Kansas  City;  Frankie,  born  March,  1873,  resides 
in  Muscatine  County.  In  politics  Mr.  Me37er  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  with 
whom  business  or  social  relations  have  brought  him 
in  contact,  and  is  well  deserving  of  the  confidence 
of  all. 


zp^EN.  JONATHAN  E.  FLETCHER,  one  of 
[if  ,  the  pioneer  citizens  of  Muscatine  County, 
was  born  at  Thetford,  Vt.,  Jan.  1,  1806, 
and  came  to  this  county  in  1838.  In  November 
of  that  year  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  six  miles 
west  of  Muscatine,  upon  which  he  located  in  the 
fall  of  1839.  Previous  to  this  he  returned  to  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  there  married  Miss  Frances  Kendrick,  a 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  To  them  were 
born  eight  children :  Frank  E.,  now  a  practicing 
physician  at  Lake  Superior;  Eve,  of  Atlanta,  Ga. , 
Sam  E.,  in  the  employ  of  Marshall  Field  Co., 
Chicago;  Glen  D.,  a  traveling  salesman;  Ella  G., 
a  music  teacher  of  Atchison,  Kan.;  Grace,  wife  of 
Charles  L.  Warfield,  of  Muscatine;  William  K., 
traveling  salesman;  Lyle,  passenger  agent  of  the 
Texas  &  Pacific  Railroad. 

Gen.  Fletcher,  during  his  life,  held  many  re¬ 
sponsible  offices  in  Territory  and  State.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Convention, 
which  formed  the  first  constitution  of  the  State. 
In  1846  he  was  appointed,  by  President  Polk,  Indian 
Agent  for  the  Winnebagoes,  and  served  in  that  posi¬ 
tion  for  eleven  years.  Few  agents  were  better  quali¬ 
fied  to  manage  a  tribe  of  Indians.  The  Winneba¬ 
goes,  Sioux,  and  Chi ppe was  were  frequently  at  war, 
and  he  was  often  instrumental  in  settling  their 
difficulties,  and  in  saving  much  bloodshed.  Being 
a  man  of  great  firmness,  and  courage  to  face  and 
surmount  all  difficulties,  his  services  were  invalu¬ 
able.  In  all  the  arduous  duties  of  the  office  Gen. 
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Fletcher  was  accompanied  by  his  faithful  wife,  who 
rendered  him  great  assistance,  and  gave  much  of 
her  time  to  teaching  the  Indians  the  English  lan¬ 
guage.  Dr.  Frank  Fletcher,  the  eldest  son,  was  a 
playmate  with  the  young  Indians,  and  soon  learned 
their  language  so  well  that  he  became  his  father’s 
interpreter. 

Gen.  Fletcher  returned  to  Muscatine  in  1858,  and 
settled  on  his  farm  one  mile  west  of  the  city,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  6. 
1872.  Asa  citizen,  he  was  true  and  loyal;  as  a 
neighbor,  friendly  and  accommodating;  as  a  husband 
and  father,  kind  and  affectionate;  and  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  devoted  and  faithful. 


j  W.  RICE,  an  early  settler  of  this  county, 
residing  on  section  32,  Bloomington  Town¬ 


ship,  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  in 
1829,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  six 
children  born  to  James  and  Rebecca  (Drill)  Rice, 
who  were  natives  of  Maryland.  His  father  followed 
the  occupation  of  milling  in  early  life,  but  in  later 
years  engaged  at  farming.  At  an  early  day,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  wife,  he  removed  to  Ohio,  where 
his  death  occurred  several  years  ago.  Mrs.  Rice 
has  also  departed  this  life. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio.  In 
Montgomery  County,  that  State,  in  1855,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Harriet  Stoop,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia 
Stoop.  Her  parents  removed  to  the  Buckeye  State, 
where  they  died  some  years  ago.  Five  children 
have  been  born  by  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rice:  Alice,  who  wedded  George  Baker,  of  Lake 
Township;  Ida,  wife  of  John  Baker,  who  resides  in 
Lake  Township;  Wilson,  who  is  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  in  Bloomington  Township,  north  of  Muscatine; 
Anna,  and  Hattie,  who  are  at  home.  The  children 
have  all  received  good  educational  advantages, 
their  studies  in  the  district  school  having  been  sup¬ 
plemented  by  a  course  in  the  city  schools  of  Mus¬ 
catine,  while  Anna  and  Wilson  have  attended 
school  in  Iowa  City. 

After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  removed 
to  Muscatine  County,  Iowa,  in  1855,  locating  in 


Lake  Township,  then  a  part  of  Bloomington,  where 
Mr.  Rice  purchased  eighty  acres  of  uncultivated 
land.  He  lived  upon  a  rented  farm  for  a  year,  in 
the  meantime  clearing  his  land  and  erecting  a  house 
thereon.  To  his  orginal  purchase  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  550 
acres  of  fine  arable  land,  located  in  Lake  and 
Bloomington  Townships,  upon  which  is  a  fine  house 
and  large  barn.  Many  other  useful  and  ornamental 
improvements  have  been  made,  and  the  land  is  now 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Each  year  Mr. 
Rice  feeds  from  100  to  150  head  of  cattle,  and 
also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of 
Poland-China  hogs  and  Norman  horses,  having  a 
high-pedigree  Norman  stallion  in  his  stables.  He 
has  always  taken  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
county,  and  has  aided  largely  in  its  enterprises  and 
advancement.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
Bloomington  Township,  served  as  trustee  while  re¬ 
siding  in  Lake  Township,  and  has  also  acted  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board,  and  aided  in  the 
building  of  the  school-houses  in  his  township.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Lake  Township,  in  which  he  holds  the 
office  of  Trustee,  and  are  numbered  among  the 
highly  respected  people  of  this  county. 
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|  OHN  F.  WILLIAMS,  a  leading  and  pro- 
i  gressive  young  farmer  residing  on  section 
1,  Cedar  Township,  was  born  in  Union 
County,  Ind.,  on  the  28th  of  October,  1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  J.  D.  and  Lucy  A.  (Burges)  Will¬ 
iams,  whose  sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  vol¬ 
ume.  In  1858,  while  our  subject  was  yet  an  infant, 
his  parents  emigrated  to  Muscatine  County.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common,  schools,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  upon  his  father’s  farm,  remaining 
under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  Securing 
employment  with  R.  Miller,  he  worked  for  him  for 
about  a  year,  receiving  $20  per  month,  and  was 
then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Willimettie  Ep- 
perly,  the  ceremony  being  performed  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1881.  The  lady  was  born  Nov.  28,  1863, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Lucretia  (Fry) 
Epperly,  who  were  the  parents  of  three  children: 
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Willimettie;  Jared  J.,  husband  of  Molly  Smith,  who 
is  living  in  Marysville,  Mo.:  and  Margaret  Anna, 
wife  of  George  Washington  Hall,  a  resident  of  Hor¬ 
ton,  Kan.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Epperly  occurred 
during  the  month  of  June,  1870. 

For  some  time  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Williams 
continued  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Miller,  and  the 
following  year  rented  a  farm  in  Seventy-Six  Town¬ 
ship,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  for  about 
twelve  months,  after  which  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  on  section  1,  Cedar  Township,  where 
he  still  continues  to  reside.  The  land  was  all  under 
plow,  but  no  other  improvements  had  been  made. 
Immediately  beginnning  its  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement,  the  farm,  though  small,  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county,  and  ip  connection  with  it  Mr. 
Williams  engages  in  the  cultivation  of  another  tract 
of  forty  acres  which  he  rents.  By  his  union  with 
Miss  Epperly  two  children  have  been  born:  Edith 
E.,  born  Nov.  8,  1882,  and  Harley  E.,  Sept.  29, 
1885.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Williams  is  a  Re¬ 
publican.  For  the  past  ten  years  Mrs.  Williams 
has  been  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
They  are  numbered  among  the  highly  respected 
people  of  Cedar  Township,  and  have  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances  in  the  county. 
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\fRj\EV.  SAMUEL  H.  PARYIN,  pastor  of  the 
'X&tf  Presbyterian  Church  of  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
\\  was  born  Dec.  9,  1844,  in  Ripley  County, 
'^Ind.,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Ray  and  Anna 
(Tice)  Parvin,  who  were  natives  of  Cumberland 
County,  N.  J.  Of  their  children  six  sons  are  now 
living:  Isaac  M.,  born  Aug.  20,  1835,  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Missouri;  John  T.  was  born  April  3,  1837, 
is  a  resident  of  McDonough  County,  Ill.,  and  is 
the  husband  of  Mollie  (Hoagland)  Parvin,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  two  children;  Gilbert  T.,  a 
resident  of  Harvey  County,  Kan.,  where  lie  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits;  he  wedded  Sophia 
Campbell,  of  Bardolph,  Ill.,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  three  children;  Prof.  Z.  M.,  born  April  25, 
1843,  is  Professor  of  the  Conservatory  of  Music,  of 
Williamette,  Ore.,  and  is  the  husband  of  Adda  Sut¬ 
ton,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine;  Charles 


K.,  merchant  of  Smithfield,  Ill.,  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family. 

Our  subject  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  subscription  schools  of  Kingston,  Ind.,  where 
he  remained  until  1856,  when  he  emigrated  with 
his  parents  to  Illinois,  where  he  enjoyed  the  priv¬ 
ileges  of  free  schools.  In  1865  he  entered  Knox 
College,  at  Galesburg,  111.,  and  after  six  years’  dili¬ 
gent  study  graduated  in  1871.  He  then  entered 
Lane  Theological  Seminary,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
which  was  founded  by  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher;  being 
graduated  from  that  institution  in  the  month  of 
May,  1874.  After  enjoying  a  few  weeks’  rest  he 
entered  upon  his  lifework,  becoming  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Salem,  Ill.,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
that  time  he  was  called  to  Bushnell,  Ill.,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  that  place, 
there  continuing  his  pastoral  duties  for  six  years 
and  three  months,  and  in  April,  1884,  was  called  to 
his  present  charge  at  Muscatine.  He  is  a  diligent 
worker,  a  fine  scholar,  and  receives  the  universal 
respect  of  all  who  know  him.  His  honorable,  up¬ 
right  course  has  won  him  the  confidence  of  all,  and 
the  church  of  which  he  is  pastor  is  now  in  a  flour¬ 
ishing  condition. 

On  the  2d  day  of  September,  1875,  Mr.  Parvin 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Drusilla,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Susan  (Crabs)  Edington,  residents 
of  Rock  Island_County,  Ill.;  but  before  ten  years  of 
married  life  had  passed  the  lady  was  called  to  her 
final  home — her  death  occurring  at  Muscatine,  .July 
15,  1884.  By  their  union  one  child  was  born: 
Blanche  L.,  born  July  11,  1878.  She  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Margaret  Dodge,  of 
Spirit  Lake,  Iowa. 

Politically,  Mr.  Parvin  has  always  been  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  while  socially, 
he  is  an  active  member  of  the  order  of  K.  of  P. 
He  was  also  a  charter  member  of  Chevalier  Lodge 
No.  101,  of  Bushnell,  Ill.,  which  was  organized 
under  the  grand  jurisdiction  of  that  State,  and 
is  now  serving  as  Past  Chancelor  of  Wyoming 
Lodge  No.  76,  of  Muscatine.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  having  become  a  member  in 
July,  1888. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Parvin  believes  it  his  duty  to 
work  faithfully  for  the  best  interests  of  his  adopted 
city,  and  is  ever  ready,  with  voice  and  pen,  as  well 
as  in  other  ways,  to  aid  every  worthy  enterprise. 
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INTRODUCTORY, 


HIS  is  a  world  of  progress. 
History  is  being  made  day 
by  day.  Events  follow  each 
other  with  lightning-like  ra¬ 
pidity,  astonishing  even  to 
the  quick-thinking  men  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  But 
a  little  more  than  half  a  cent- 
ury — only  fifty-five  years — has 
passed  since  the  territory  com- 
ising  the  great  commonwealth 
of  Iowa  was  in  the  peaceable 
possession  of  the  red  men.  To¬ 
day  it  is  divided  up  into  ninety 
and  nine  organized  counties,  with 
ailroad  reaching  the  seat  of 
justice  of  every  county,  while 
telegraph  and  telephone  wires  are  stretched  here 
and  there,  and  the  hum  of  machinery  in  daily  use 
by  the  farmer  and  mechanic  is  heard  on  every 


hand.  The  wonderful  transformation  that  has  taken 
place  can  scarcely  be  realized  even  by  those  who 
have  been  the  most  active  in  the  work.  The  old 
pioneer,  as  he  now  sits  in  his  easy-chair,  while  in 
memory  his  mind  wanders  back  to  other  days,  feels 
that  he  but  dreams,  and  would  express  no  surprise 
if,  instead  of  the  palatial  residence,  the  great  fields  of 
waving  corn  that  greet  his  eyes,  there  should  appear 
the  humble  log-cabin  and  the  tall  prairie-grass, 
with  the  fleet-footed  deer  and  other  wild  game,  that 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  see.  But  it  is  only  in 
imagination,  or  rather  in  dreams,  that  those  old, 
familiar  scenes  can  be  recalled.  The  ever-living 
present  is  here,  and  the  pioneer  knows  that  he  is 
but  one  among  over  2,000,000  now  inhabiting  this 
beautiful  land.  He  sees  around  him  enterprising 
cities  with  their  diversified  industries,  while  the 
country  has  been  changed  from  its  primitive  state — 
school-houses  built  upon  nearly  every  cross-road, 
and  churches  upon  every  hillside. 
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USCATINE  COUNTY  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Cedar  and  Scott  Counties,  and  on 
the  south  by  Louisa  County  and  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River,  on  the  east  by  Scott  County 
and  the  Mississippi  River,  and  on  the  west  by 
Louisa  and  Johnson  Counties.  Prof.  F.  M.  Witter, 
a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Science  and  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Public  Schools  of  Muscatine,  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  history  of  Muscatine  County,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Western  Historical  Company,  an  ar¬ 
ticle  upon  this  subject,  from  which  the  following 
extracts  are  taken : 

The  Mississippi  River  forms  the  southern  bound¬ 
ary  of  the  county  for  about  fourteen  miles,  begin¬ 
ning  on  the  east,  and  the  eastern  boundary  for 
about  six  miles,  making  almost  a  right  angle  at  the 
city  of  Muscatine.  The  Cedar  River  enters  the 
county  near  the  center  on  the  north,  and  runs  south¬ 
west,  leaving  the  county  two  miles  east  of  the 
southwest  corner. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  county  is  between  these 
two  rivers.  The  general  drainage,  therefore,  is 
south  and  southwest.  Pine  Creek,  Sweetland  Creek, 
Geneva  Creek,  Mad  Creek,  Pappoose  Creek,  Lowe’s 
Run,  and  several  other  small  creeks  drain  the  south 
and  east  side  of  this  region  into  the  Mississippi. 
Sugar  Creek  and  its  chief  branch,  Mud  Creek,  Mus- 
quito  and  Little  Musquito  Creeks,  with  others  un¬ 
named  carry  the  water  from  northwest  of  the 
divide  between  the  rivers  into  the  Cedar.  The 
third  of  the  county  northwest  of  the  Cedar  is 
drained  into  that  stream  by  the  Wapsinonoc. 


From  the  east  along  the  Mississippi  to  Muscatine 
the  bluff  is  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  limit 
of  high  water,  and  rises  rather  abruptly,  generally 
in  steep  ridges  pointing  toward  the  river,  to  the 
average  height  above  high  water  of  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  feet. 

Below  Muscatine,  the  bluff  continues  nearly  west, 
bending  slightly  to  the  south  some  four  miles  be¬ 
fore  it  leaves  the  county,  while  the  river  runs  al¬ 
most  south  from  Muscatine,  forming  a  bottom  in 
this  county  between  the  river  and  the  bluff,  about 
six  miles  square.  The  greater  part  of  this  tract  is 
known  as  Muscatine  Island,  once  correctly  so-called 
because  Muscatine  Slough  branches  from  the  river 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  city,  and  runs,  gen¬ 
erally  in  this  county,  within  a  mile  of  the  bluff,  and 
reaches  the  river  again  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  be¬ 
low  our  southern  boundary.  This  slough  is  closed 
now  in  the  city  by  artificial  works. 

Some  two  or  three  miles  back  from  the  bluff  of 
the  Mississippi,  the  surface  is  moderately  rolling. 
A  considerable  portion,  indeed,  of  the  divide,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  northern  and  eastern  part,  is  quite 
level.  The  bluffs  along  the  Cedar  are  not  so  high 
and  bold  as  along  the  Mississippi. 

The  bottoms  of  the  Cedar  are  from  two  to  three 
miles  wide  from  bluff  to  bluff.  Muscatine  Island 
and  a  large  part  of  the  bottoms  along  the  Cedar  are 
scarcely  above  high  water.  The  former  is  protected 
by  a  levee.  But  little  land  is  covered  by  ponds, 
lakes,  or  swamps. 

Muscatine  Slough  is  generally  about  eighty  feet 
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wide  and  ten  feet  deep,  supplied  largely  by  springs. 
It  expands  near  the  southern  border  of  the  county 
into  Keokuk  Lake,  a  sheet  of  water  some  two  miles 
long,  one-half  mile  wide,  and  four  to  six  feet  deep. 
Some  low  land,  along  the  Cedar,  is  being  reclaimed 
by  a  system  of  ditching. 

The  whole  county,  with  the  exception  of  the 
river  bottoms  and  Muscatine  Island,  may  be  said  to 
be  covered  with  unconsolidated  material  of  uncer¬ 
tain  thickness,  perhaps  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
feet,  called  Drift.  It  consists  of  clay,  sand,  gravel, 
and  granitic  bowlders.  The  gravel  and  bowlders 
do  not  come  to  the  surface  anywhere  in  any  con¬ 
siderable  quantity,  and  but  a  small  region  is  in¬ 
jured  by  sand.  This  is  along  the  east  bluff  of  the 
Cedar,  from  the  northern  border  a  few  miles  into 
the  county.  The  surface  of  all  the  higher  portions 
is  a  rich,  black  loam.  The  bottoms  are  river  de¬ 
posits,  and  in  some  instances  contain  rather  too 
much  sand  and  gravel  for  the  ordinary  crops.  Mus¬ 
catine  Island  has  become  famous  outside  of  Iowa 
for  its  sweet  potatoes  and  watermelons.  The  light, 
sandy,  and  gravelly  soil,  so  near  the  level  of  the 
river,  makes  it  well  suited  for  early  vegetables  and 
the  products  named  above. 

The  bluffs  along  the  Mississippi  are  generally 
covered  with  timber,  which  extends  up  the  little 
streams,  and  the  valley  of  the  Cedar  is  well  sup¬ 
plied.  Perhaps  three-fourths  of  the  county  may  be 
regarded  as  prairie.  Springs  are  quite  common 
along  the  bluffs,  especially  on  the  Mississippi,  and 


good  wells  are  easily  made  almost  anywhere.  Mus¬ 
catine  Slough  and  Keokuk  Lake,  together  with  the 
Mississippi  afford  an  abundance  of  excellent  fish, 
and  the  low  grounds  throughout  the  county  are 
the  resort  in  fall  and  spring  of  innumerable  water 
fowl.  Good  opportunities  offer  for  pisciculture.  The 
Cedar  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only,  stream  that  could 
afford  any  considerable  water-power.  Along  this 
stream,  except  at  Moscow,  where  there  might  be  a 
vast  power  employed,  the  banks  are  generally  low 
and  insecure,  and  no  good  foundations  for  dams  or 
mills  are  apparent. 

Comparatively  little  of  the  native  timber  is  now 
used  for  building,  or,  with  the  exception  of  posts, 
for  fencing.  Pine,  either  as  logs  or  lumber,  is  so 
easily  brought  from  the  north  that  it  is  cheaper 
than  oak,  elm,  maple,  cottonwood,  etc.  Brick  of 
good  qualities  can  be  made  from  the  clays  almost 
anywhere  in  the  county.  A  deposit  under  the 
city  of  Muscatine,  known  as  loess,  makes  the  best 
of  beautiful  red  brick.  Wood  being  abundant, 
brick  are  cheap.  Limestone  is  quarried  at  several 
points  on  Pine  Creek,  about  six  miles  from  the 
Mississippi;  near  Moscow,  on  the  Cedar,  and  on 
Geneva  Creek  and  vicinity;  and  sandstone  on  Wy¬ 
oming  Hills,  on  the  Mississippi,  about  seven  miles 
east  of  Muscatine;  at  Geneva  Creek,  Muscatine,  two 
miles  west  of  Muscatine  along  the  bluff,  and  three 
miles  west  on  Lowe’s  Run.  Rock  from  all  these 
places  make  good  foundations,  and  some  sandstones 
have  been  cut  into  sills,  caps,  keys,  coping,  etc. 


S  the  eye  wanders  over  the 
beautiful  landscape,  and  rests 
upon  the  many  evidences  of 
civilization  existing  in  what 
is  now  the  county  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  it  is  impossible  to  realize 
that  this  fair  land  was  once  the 
abode  of  the  red  men;  that  here 
they  hunted,  fished,  and  engaged 
in  war.  But  such  is  the  case. 
When  the  red  men  seek  a  place  for 
a  home,  they  always  select  the  most 
beautiful  locations.  Living  them¬ 
selves  in  a  state  of  nature,  they 
have  an  eye  for  the*  beautiful,  and 
therefore  dwell  where  nature  is  at 
its  best.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  the  region 
of  country  now  comprising  the  count}7  of  Musca¬ 
tine  was  for  many  years  their  home,  and  that  when 
the  time  came  for  them  to  take  up  their  line  of 
march  toward  the  setting  sun  they  were  loth  to  go. 

The  principal  tribes  inhabiting  this  region  were 
the  Sacs  and  Foxes.  The  following  account  of 
these  tribes  is  from  an  old  volume  published  about 
the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war : 

“The  Sacs  and  Foxes  have  been  among  the  most 
powerful  and  warlike  tribes  of  the  Northwest.  His¬ 
tory  finds  them  fighting  their  way  from  the  shores 
of  the  Northern  lakes,  gradually,  toward  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  sometimes  warring  with  the  Winnebagoes, 
and  at  other  times  with  the  Chippewas,  often  in¬ 
stigated  by  the  French.  At  an  early  period  they 
inhabited  the  region  of  country  bordering  upon  the 
Wisconsin  River,  and  planted  large-  quantities  of 


corn.  The  whole  history  of  their  wars  and  migra¬ 
tions  shows  them  to  have  been  a  restless  and 
spirited  people;  a  people  erratic  in  their  pursuits, 
having  a  great  contempt  for  agriculture,  and  a  pre¬ 
dominant  passion  for  war.  By  these  ruling  traits 
they  have  been  constantly  changing,  suffering,  and 
diminishing.  Still  they  retain  their  ancient  chivalry, 
ever  ready  for  war,  regardless  of  the  superiority  of 
their  foes.  Thus,  at  the  present  time  (1841),  400 
or  500  of  their  warriors  are  out  to  fight  the  Sioux  of 
the  North,  with  whom  there  exists  a  most  deadly 
hostility,  originating  from  old  feuds,  the  origin  of 
which  they  scarcely  know  themselves.  Their  num¬ 
bers,  of  late  years,  have  been  somewhat  augmented 
by  the  policy  they  have  pursued  of  adopting  their 
prisoners  of  war  and  receiving  seceders  from  other 
tribes,  and  at  the  present  time  they  number  about 
7,000  souls. 

“The  Sacs  and  Foxes  speak  the  Algonquin  lan¬ 
guage.  The  language  is  still  spoken  by  the  Chip, 
pewas,  Pottawatomies,  Ottawas,  and  some  other 
tribes.  It  is  soft  and  musical  in  comparison  with 
the  harsh,  guttural  Narcoutcih  of  the  Sioux,  which 
is  peculiar  to  themselves,  having  but  little  affinity 
to  the  Algonquin  tongues.  Their  ideas  of  futurity 
are  somewhat  vague  and  indefinite.  They  believe 
in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Manitou,  or  good 
spirit,  and  a  Malcha  Manitou,  or  evil  spirit.  They 
often  invoke  the  favor  of  the  good  Manitou  for 
success  in  war  and  the  hunt,  by  various  sacrifices 
and  offerings.  Storm  and  thunder  they  view  as 
manifestations  of  his  wrath;  and  success  in  war,  the 
hunt,  or  in  deliverance  from  enemies,  of  his  favor 
and  love.  Everything  of  great  power  or  efficiency, 
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or  what  is  inexplicable,  is  a  "‘great  medicine,”  and 
the  medicine  men  and  prophets  are  next  in  con¬ 
sideration  to  chiefs.  At  the  decease  of  their  friends 
they  paint  their  faces  black,  and  the  time  of  mourn¬ 
ing  is  governed  by  the  affinity  of  the  kindred. 
Their  ideas  of  the  condition  of  departed  spirits  and 
the  ceremony  of  burial  may  be  deemed  interesting. 
Often,  in  perambulating  their  deserted  villages,  has 
my  attention  been  arrested  in  gazing  through  the 
bleached  and  mutilated  slabs  made  to  protect  the 
moldering  dust  of  a  noted  chief  or  “brave,”  who 
is  frequently  placed  in  a  sitting  posture,  his  gun 
and  his  war-club  placed  bjr  his  side,  moccasins  upon 
his  feet,  his  blanket  (or  the  remnants  thereof) 
wrapped  about  his  body,  his  beads  and  warn  pun 
suspended  from  his  neck,  where  he  sits  ‘like  a  war¬ 
rior  taking  his  rest,’  in  the  silent  sleep  of  death. 

“The  situations  of  their  villages  are  oftentimes 
extremely  beautiful  and  picturesque.  The  rude 
architecture  of  their  lodges;  the  droves  of  Indian 
ponies  galloping  over  the  prairies,  and  snorting  at 
the  approach  of  white  men;  the  sqauws  busily  en¬ 
gaged  in  preparing  food,  or  perhaps  ‘toting’  a  back- 
load  of  faggots  that  would  frighten  a  New  York 
porter,  while  their  ‘lazy  lords’  sit  smoking  upon  the 
grass,  or  quietly  sleeping  in  their  lodges;  the  young 
papooses  swarming  the  river  bank,  and  with  bow 
and  arrow  exercising  their  infant  archery  upon 
every  prairie-flower  or  luckless  bird;  or,  perchance, 
the  gaily  painted  warrior,  mounted  upon  his  pranc¬ 
ing  steed,  his  feathers  streaming  to  the  breeze,  as 
he  gallops  from  village  to  village  with  the  fleetness 
of  the  wind — are  objects  which,  to  the  traveler  un¬ 
accustomed  to  Indian  habits  and  character,  are  full 
of  intense  interest  and  novelty. 

“Sometimes,  midway  between  two  villages,  or, 
perhaps,  off  in  the  prairie,  may  be  seen  100  young 
warriors  from  each  clan,  ‘picked  men,’  who  have 
won  laurels  on  the  battle-field.  They  have  met 
(per  agreement)  to  exercise  their  feats  in  the  race 
or  the  ancient  games,  the  prize  being,  perhaps,  two 
or  three  horses,  a  rifle,  or  a  war  club;  the  old  war¬ 
riors  or  chiefs  of  each  village  looking  on  as  judges 
Great  interest  is  manifested  on  these  occasions,  and 
the  same  ambitious  emulation  for  rivalry  is  exhib¬ 
ited  in  these  children  of  nature  as  among  those  who 
play  their  part  beneath  the  gilded  domes  of  the  city. 

'  ■  .  . . 


“The  dress  of  the  males  generally  consists  of  leg- 
gins,  fitting  closely  from  the  loins  to  the  ankles, 
usually  of  smoke-tanned  deerskin,  and  often  of  blue 
and  sometimes  red  cloth,  trimmed  with  fringe  and 
beads  in  a  variety  of  fantastic  forms.  They  wear 
a  white,  and  frequently  a  scarlet-colored,  blanket 
thrown  over  the  shoulders.  Their  moccasins  are  of 
deerskin,  often  trimmed,  with  extreme  taste,  with 
beads  and  porcupine  quills.  Their  head-dress  is  of 
various  fashions,  oftentimes  indescribable.  A  chief 
or  warrior’s  head-dress  consists  of  a  profusion  of 
scarlet-colored  hair,  and  long,  black  beards  of  the 
wild  turkey  connected  to  the  scalploek,  and  not 
infrequently  a  silver  band  or  a  richly  beaded  tur¬ 
ban.  Their  ears  are  strung  with  rings  and  trinkets; 
their  arms  with  bracelets  of  brass,  tin,  silver,  and 
steel;  and  their  necks  are  often  strung  with  a  pro¬ 
fusion  of  wampum.  A  tolerably  correct  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  riches  and  taste  of  a  young  In¬ 
dian  by  the  number  of  strings  of  wampum  around 
his  neck.  This  may  be  considered  their  legal  ten¬ 
der;  as  no  treaty  was  ever  formed,  or  pipe  of  friend¬ 
ship  smoked,  betwixt  different  Indian  tribes  without 
an  exchange  of  wampum. 

“No  Indians  exult  more  than  the  Sacs  and  Foxes 
in  a  triumphant  skirmish  with  their  enemies,  and 
none  more  proudly  exhibit  their  bloody  trophies. 
They  frequently  have  several  scalps  suspended  on 
a  spear  or  connected  with  their  dress.  As  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  value  they  place  upon  these  emblems 
of  merciless  victory,  I  will  relate  an  incident  of  my 
attempt  to  get  one  of  a  veteran  Sac  brave.  I  had 
witnessed  him  for  several  days  passing  my  window 
on  a  little  pony,  proudly  waving  his  boquet  of 
scalps,  connected  with  beads,  ribbons  and  eagle’s 
feathers,  tied  with  a  rattlesnake-skin  upon  a  spear. 
Having  a  desire  to  obtain  one,  after  three  days’  un¬ 
successful  negotiation,  during  which  time  I  offered 
him  money,  calico,  beads,  powder  and  tobacco,  he 
finally  consented  to  part  with  it  for  "one  box,”  i.  e. 
81,000. 

“They  place  great  reliance  in  dreams,  and  the  in¬ 
trepid  warrior  who  awakes  in  the  morning  from  a 
night  of  troublesome  dreams  is  dejected  and  mel¬ 
ancholy.  Sometimes  they  imagine  that  an  evil 
spirit  or  sorcerer  has  inflicted  a  spell,  after  the 
manner  of  witches  of  former  times.  Keokuk  had 
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HE  Indian  title  to  the  land 
now  forming  Muscatine 
County,  became  extinct  in 
June,  1833,  and  it  was  then 
but  a  short  time  before  the 
white  man  made  his  appearance. 
The  title  to  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  settler  is  in  dispute.  For 
many  years  it  was  thought  Ben¬ 
jamin  Nye  was  indisputably  the 
first,  but  some  later  authorities 
have  given  the  credit  to  Err 
Thornton.  Suffice  it  to  say,  there 
was  but  a  short  period  of  time 
intervening  between  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  two  men,  but  that  no 
others  were  here  before  them  is  un¬ 
disputed.  Soon  after  their  arrival 
a  few  other  hardy  pioneers  made 
their  appearance  and  laid  claim  to  a 
portion  of  the  fair  soil  of  what  is 
now  Muscatine  County.  They  came 
here  for  the  purpose  of  making  for 
themselves  homes  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word.  They  knew  they  would  be  required  to 
experience  many  hardships,  that  associations  of  a 
lifetime  must  be  severed,  and  that  the  advantages 
of  the  more  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  country 
could  not  be  secured ;  but  looking  forward  to  the 
future  they  felt  that  in  the  end  it  would  be  best  for 
their  children  and  their  children’s  children.  They 
were  willing  to  endure  hardships;  if  in  the  future 


those  they  loved  should  be  well  provided  for.  As 
we  look  now  to  the  well-cultivated  fields,  the  ele¬ 
gant  farm  residences,  the  commodious  barns,  well- 
fed  stock,  cities  and  villages  within  easy  distance, 
churches  and  school-houses  upon  almost  every 
cross-road,  we  know  that  they  wisely  planned. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Western  Historical  Com¬ 
pany  for  the  following  list  of  pioneers,  copied  from 
their  history  of  Muscatine  County,  published  in 
1879: 

1833  or  1834 — Err  Thornton,  Lott  Thornton, 
Benjamin  and  Azuba  Nye. 

1835 —  James  W.  Casey,  John  Vanater,  John  Mc- 
Grew,  Arthur  Washburn,  Dr.  Eli  Reynolds. 

1836 —  Suel  Foster,  Moses  Couch,  William  Gor¬ 
don,  John  J.  Huber,  Thomas  Burdett,  H.  Burdett, 
Addison  Reynolds,  Samuel  Gilbert,  Hiram  Gilbert, 
William  St.  John,  Thomas  B.  Holliday,  John  H. 
Miller,  John  Hollida}^  Samuel  Holliday,  Elias  Hol¬ 
liday,  Levi  Thornton,  J.  H.  Benson,  Edward  E. 
Fay,  J.  Craig,  John  Reece,  Henry  Reece,  Joseph 
Reece,  Harvey  Gillett,  William  Beard,  William  P. 
Wright,  L.  C.  Hine,  Mr.  Higley  (the  pioneer  ped¬ 
dler),  and  his  son  Jonas,  Joshua  Stearn,  Browning 
Stearn  (first  settlers  on  Muscatine  Island),  Frank 
Casey,  W.  H.  Sams,  Solomon  Bair,  William  Hunter, 
John  Cobb,  John  Marble,  Daniel  Edginton,  Samuel 
Kinney,  R.  C.  Kinney,  Aaron  Blanchard,  Samuel 
Parker,  Giles  Pettibone,  Jonathan  Pettibone,  John 
Champ,  Silas  Maine,  Charles  Maine,  Norman  Ful- 
lington,  Adam  Ogilvie,  T.  M.  Isett,  Mr.  Norton 
aud  wife,  William  Chambers,  Sr.,  and  his  sons  Yin- 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


4* 


590 


cent,  William,  Isaac,  Anderson  and  John,  Aaron 
Brewer,  James  Chambers,  S.  C.  Comstock,  J.  H. 
Franklin,  Henry  Mockmore,  Robert  Bamford, 
Charles  Drury — who  laid  out  Moscow  in  1836. 

1837 —  Joseph  Bridgman,  Richard  Lord,  Silas 
Lathrop,  Isaac  Lathrop,  Samuel  Shortridge,  John 
Briggs,  Asa  Gregg,  Henry  Funck,  Adam  Funck, 
William  Sparkes,  Thomas  Starks,  S.  Clinton  Has¬ 
tings,  Robert  Davis,  H.  Wiley,  Silas  Goldsbury, 
George  Bumgardner,  William  G.  Holmes,  Addison 
Gillett,  Samuel  Stormes,  John  Frierson,  John  Main, 
Ahimaaz  Blanchard,  George  Storms,  Jeremiah  Fish, 
Charles  II.  Fish,  Pliny  Fay,  H.  H.  Hine,  John 
Miles,  David  Kiefer,  Robert  Smith,  Jacob  Kiser, 
Wilson  Wright,  J.  Richman,  Robert  Graham,  John 
Lawson,  Martin  Sutherland,  Alexander  Ward,  L. 
T.  McGrew,  Amos  Walton,  Isaiah  Davis,  Alexan¬ 
der  Ward,  Myron  Ward,  John  Ivindler,  Dr.  Maxon, 
A.  Whiting,  William  Todd,  H.  Sany,  S.  Richard¬ 
son,  F.  Richardson,  C.  Rayburn,  A.  Cone,  Daniel 
Mauck,  Isaac  Mauck,  S.  C.  Trowbridge,  Giles  Pet- 
tibone,  John  Morford,  J.  Berg,  J.  C.  Cole,  J.  S. 
Yates,  J.  G.  Morrow,  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Vandever, 
John  Miller,  S.  Colver,  Dr.  H.  Lee,  Jacob  Long, 
James  Bidwell,  Peter  Bidwell,  John  S.  Abbott, 
Robert  McClaren,  Benjamin  Baston,  John  Shefrey, 
A.  L.  McKee,  Luke  Cunningham,  Joseph  Mounts. 
Thomas  J.  Starke,  Nathan  Parsons,  James  Davis, 
Samuel  Parker,  Christopher  Burns,  Levi  Chamber- 
lain,  Samuel  Starr,  the  Coombs  family,  Anderson 
Pace,  Aaron  Usher,  Niles  Higginbotham. 

1838 —  T.  S.  Parvin,  Judge  Joseph  Williams,  M. 
M.  Berkshire,  A.  T.  Banks,  J.  E.  Fletcher,  Samuel 
Lucas,  Thomas  Morford,  D.  R.  Warfield,  A.  O. 
Warfield,  Josiah  P.  Walton,  John  W.  Walton,  S. 
W.  Stewart,  W.  D.  Yiele,  Peter  Jackson,  Henry  W. 
Moore,  Abraham  Smalley,  J.  A.  Renting,  A.  M. 
Winn,  Andrew  McCurdy,  J.  Williams,  Jr.,  William 
Morford,  R.  Morford,  B.  T.  Howland,  J.  W.  Brady, 
George  Barney,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Irad  C.  Day,  D.  R. 
Petriken,  W.  S.  Ayers,  A.  West,  James  Beatty, 
John  M.  Kidder,  J.  M.  Brockway,  A.  Brockway,  W. 
Tebow,  Charles  Browning,  James  Phillips,  A. 
Farnsworth,  Samuel  Bamford,  Horace  Deming, 
John  Isler,  Amos  Lillibridge,  Azel  Farnsworth, 
Benjamin  Lilly,  Alonzo  Standard. 

i  r  1839 — John  A.  Parvin,  J.  M.  Kane,  G.  W.  Kin- 
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caid,  J.  McCloud,  J.  A.  Purinton,E.  T.  S.  Schenck, 
C.  A.  Abbott,  Mathew  Mathews,  Clark  Mathews, 
W.  W.  De Weber,  Hiram  Mathews,  Benjamin  S. 
Olds,  G.  E.  Daniels,  G.  W.  Humphreys,  Samuel 
Tarr,  S.  N.  Candee,  F.  H.  Stone,  James  Weed,  Z. 
Washburn,  J.  K.  Williams,  M.  Gilbert,  J.  E.  Israel, 
George  M.  Kinsley,  Dennis  Jeffers,  Joseph  Ben¬ 
nett,  D.  C.  Cloud,  William  Leffingwell,  J.  Scott 
Richman,  William  A.  Gordon,  John  Giles,  S.  D. 
Yiele,  Samuel  Sinnett,  Isaac  Magoon,  George  D. 
Magoon,  W.  G.  Woodward,  A.  R.  Woodward,  Al¬ 
exander  Dunsmore,  Shepherd  Smalley,  John  Smal¬ 
ley,  AYilliam  Smalley,  Jackson  Smalley,  Henry 
Smalley,  Tiley  Smalley,  S.  Whicker,  J.  Ziegler.  J. 
A.  McCormick,  G.  W.  Hunt,  A.  M.  Hare,  H.  Q. 
Jennison,  Stephen  B.  Bropky,  L.  Truesdale,  AYill¬ 
iam  Brownell,  G.  A.  Springer,  P.  Fryberger,  Ben¬ 
jamin  and  Edward  Mathews  (who  were  brought 
here  by  C.  A.  and  D.  R.  Warfield,  as  emancipated 
slaves  from  Maryland),  Daniel  S.  Smith,  Silas  Haw¬ 
ley,  Barton  Lee. 

It  will  not  be  uninteresting  to  younger  readers 
to  know  something  of  how  settlements  were  first 
formed.  The  first  business  of  a  settler,  on  reaching 
the  place  where  he  intended  to  fix  his  residence, 
was  to  select  his  claim  and  mark  it  off  as  nearly  as 
he  could  without  a  compass.  This  was  done  by 
stepping  and  staking,  or  blazing  the  lines  as  he 
went.  The  absence  of  section  lines  rendered  it 
necessary  to  take  the  sun  at  noon  and  at  evening 
as  a  guide  by  which  to  run  their  claim  lines.  So 
many  steps  each  way  counted  320  acres,  more  or 
less;  at  one  time  the  legal  area  of  a  claim.  It  may 
be  readily  supposed  that  these  lines  were  far  from 
correct,  but  they  answered  all  necessary  claim  pur¬ 
poses,  for  it  was  understood  among  the  settlers  that 


when  the  lands  came  to  be  surveyed  and  entered, 
all  inequalities  should  be  righted.  Thus,  if  a  sur¬ 
veyed  line  should  happen  to  run  between  adjoining 
claims  cutting  off  more  or  less  of  the  other,  the 
fraction  was  to  be  added  to  whichever  lot  required 
equalizing,  yet  without  robbing  the  one  from 
which  it  was  taken,  for  an  equal  amount  would  be 
added  to  it  in  another  place. 

The  next  important  business  was  to  build  a 
house;  until  this  was  done  some  had  to  camp  on 
the  ground  or  live  in  their  wagons — perhaps 
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only  shelter  they  had  known  for  weeks.  So  the 
prospect  for  a  house,  which  was  also  to  be  home, 
was  one  that  gave  courage  to  the  rough  toil,  and 
added  zest  to  the  heavy  labors.  The  style  of  the 
home  entered  very  little  into  their  thoughts — it 
was  shelter  they  wanted,  and  protection  from 
stress  of  weather  and  wearing  exposure.  The  poor 
settler  had  neither  the  money  nor  the  mechanical 
appliances  for  building  himself  a  house.  He  was 
content  in  most  instances  to  have  a  mere  cabin  or 
hut.  Some  of  the  most  primitive  constructions  of 
this  kind  were  half-faced,  or,  as  the}'  were  some¬ 
times  called,  “  cat-faced  ”  sheds  or  “  wike-ups,”  the 
Indian  term  for  house  or  tent.  It  is  true  a  claim- 
cabin  was  a  little  more  in  the  shape  of  a  human 
habitation,  made,  as  it  was,  of  round  logs  light 
enough  for  two  or  three  men  to  lay  up,  about  four¬ 
teen  feet  square — perhaps  a  little  larger  or  smaller 
— roofed  with  bark  or  clapboards,  and  sometimes 
with  the  sods  of  the  prairie,  and  floored  with 
puncheons  (logs  split  once  in  two,  and  the  flat  side 
laid  up),  or  with  earth.  For  a  fireplace,  a  wall  of 
stone  and  earth — frequently  the  latter  only,  when 
stone  was  not  convenient — was  made  in  the  best 
practicable  shape  for  the  purpose,  in  an  opening  in 
one  end  of  the  building,  extending  outward,  and 
planked  on  the  outside  by  bolts  of  wood  notched 
together  to  stay  it.  Frequently  a  fireplace  of  this 
kind  was  made  so  capacious  as  to  occupy  nearly  the 
whole  width  of  the  house.  In  cold  weather,  when 
a  great  deal  of  fuel  was  needed  to  keep  the  atmos¬ 
phere  above  freezing  point — for  this  wide-mouthed 
fireplace  was  a  huge  ventilator — large  logs  were 
piled  into  this  yawning  space.  To  protect  the 
crumbling  back  wall  against  the  effects  of  fire,  two 
back-logs  were  placed  against  it,  one  upon  the  other. 
Sometimes  these  back-logs  were  so  large  that  they 
could  not  be  got  in  by  any  other  way  than  to  hitch 
a  horse  to  them,  drive  him  in  at  one  door,  unfasten 
the  log  before  the  fireplace,  from  whence  it  was 
placed  in  proper  position,  and  then  drive  him  out 
at  the  other  door.  For  a  chimney  any  contrivance 
that  would  conduct  the  smoke  up  the  chimney  would 
do.  Some  were  made  of  sods,  plastered  upon  the 
inside  with  clay;  others — the  more  common,  per¬ 
haps — were  of  the  kind  we  occasionally  see  in  use 
now,  clay  and  sticks,  or  “cat  in  clay,”  as  they  were 


sometimes  called.  Imagine  of  a  winter’s  night, 
when  the  storm  was  having  its  own  wild  way  over 
this  almost  uninhabited  land,  and  when  the  wind 
was  roaring  like  a  cataract  of  cold  over  the  broad 
wilderness,  and  the  settler  had  to  do  his  best  to 
keep  warm,  what  a  royal  fire  this  double-back¬ 
logged  and  well-filled  fireplace  would  hold!  It 
must  have  been  a  cozy  place  to  smoke,  provided 
the  settler  had  any  tobacco;  or  for  the  wife  to  sit 
knitting  before,  provided  she  had  needles  and  yarn. 
At  any  rate  it  must  have  given  something  of 
cheer  to  the  conversation,  which  was  very  likely 
upon  the  home  and  friends  they  had  left  behind 
when  they  started  out  on  this  bold  venture  of 
seeking  fortunes  in  a  new  land. 

For  doors  and  windows,  the  most  simple  contriv¬ 
ances  that  would  serve  the  purpose  were  brought 
into  requisition.  The  door  was  not  always  imme¬ 
diately  provided  with  a  shutter,  and  a  blanket  often 
did  duty  in  guarding  the  entrance.  But  as  soon  as 
convenient  some  boards  were  split  and  put  to¬ 
gether,  hung  upon  wooden  hinges,  and  held  shut 
by  a  wooden  pin  inserted  in  an  augur  hole.  As  a 
substitute  for  window-glass,  greased  paper,  pasted 
over  sticks  crossed  in  the  shape  of  sash,  was  some¬ 
times  used.  This  admitted  the  light  and  excluded 
the  air,  but  of  course  lacked  transparency. 

In  regard  to  the  furniture  of  such  a  cabin,  of 
course  it  varied  in  proportion  to  the  ingenuity  of 
the  occupants,  unless  it  was  where  settlers  brought 
with  them  their  old  household  supply,  which,  owing 
to  the  distance  most  of  them  had  come,  was  very 
seldom.  It  was  easy  enough  to  improvise  tables 
and  chairs;  the  former  could  be  made  of  split  logs 
— and  there  were  instances  where  the  door  would 
be  taken  from  its  hinges  and  used  at  meals,  after 
which  it  would  be  rehung — and  the  latter  were  de¬ 
signed  after  the  three-legged  stool  pattern,  or 
benches  served  their  purpose.  A  bedstead  was  a 
very  important  item  in  the  domestic  comfort  of 
the  family,  and  this  was  the  fashion  of  improvising 
it:  A  forked  stake  was  driven  into  the  ground 
diagonally  from  the  corner  of  the  room  and  at  a 
proper  distance,  upon  which  poles  reaching  from 
each  were  laid.  The  wall  ends  of  the  poles  either 
rested  in  the  openings  between  the  logs  or  were 
driven  into  augur  holes.  Barks  or  boards  were 
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used  as  a  substitute  for  cords.  Upon  this  the  tidy 
housewife  spread  her  straw  tick,  and  if  she  had  a 
home-made  feather  bed,  she  piled  it  up  in  a  luxur¬ 
ious  mound  and  covered  it  with  her  whitest  drap¬ 
ery.  Some  sheets  hung  behind  it  for  tapestry 
added  to  the  coziness  of  the  resting-place.  This 
was  generally  called  a  “  prairie  bedstead,”  and  by 
some  the  “  prairie  rascal.”  In  design  it  is  surely 
quite  equal  to  the  famous  Eastlake  models,  being 
about  as  primitive  and  severe,  in  an  artistic  sense, 
as  one  could  wish. 

The  house  thus  far  along  was  left  to  the  deft  de¬ 
vices  of  the  wife  to  complete  its  comforts,  and  the 
father  of  the  family  was  free  to  superintend  out-of- 
door  affairs.  If  it  was  in  season  his  first  important 
duty  was  to  prepare  some  ground  for  planting,  and 
to  plant  what  he  could.  This  was  generally  done 
in  the  edge  of  the  timber,  where  most  of  the  very 
earliest  settlers  located.  Here  the  sod  was  easily 
broken,  not  requiring  the  heavy  teams  and  plows 
needed  to  break  the  prairie  sod.  Moreover,  the 
nearness  of  timber  offered  greater  conveniences  for 
fuel  and  building.  And  still  another  reason  for 
this  was  that  the  groves  afforded  protection  from 
the  terrible  conflagrations  that  occasionally  swept 
across  the  prairies.  Though  they  passed  through 
the  patches  of  timber,  yet  it  was  not  with  the  same 
destructive  force  with  which  they  rushed  over  the 
prairies.  Yet  by  these  fires  much  of  the  young 
timber  was  killed  from  time  to  time,  and  the  forest 
kept  thin  and  shrubless. 

The  first  year’s  farming  consisted  mainly  of  a 
“  truck  patch,”  planted  in  corn,  potatoes,  turnips, 
etc.  Generally  the  first  year’s  crop  fell  far  short 
of  supplying  even  the  most  rigid  economy  of  food. 
Many  of  the  settlers  brought  with  them  small  stores 
of  such  things  as  seemed  indispensable  to  frugal 
living,  such  as  flour,  bacon,  coffee,  and  tea.  But 
these  supplies  were  not  inexhaustible,  and  once  used 
were  not  easily  replaced.  A  long  winter  must  come 
and  go  before  another  crop  could  be  raised.  If 
game  was  plentiful,  it  helped  to  eke  out  their  lim¬ 
ited  supplies. 

But  even  when  corn  was  plentiful  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  it  was  the  next  difficulty  in  the  way.  The 
mills  for  grinding  it  were  at  such  long  distances 
that  every  other  device  was  resorted  to  for  reduc¬ 


ing  it  to  meal.  Some  grated  it  on  an  implement 
made  by  punching  small  holes  through  a  piece  of 
tin  or  sheet-iron,  and  fastening  it  upon  a  board  in 
concave  shape,  with  the  rough  side  out.  Upon  this 
the  ear  was  rubbed  to  produce  the  meal.  But  grat¬ 
ing  could  not  be  done  when  the  corn  became  so  dry 
as  to  shell  off  when  rubbed.  Some  used  a  coffee- 
mill  for  grinding  it.  A  very  common  substitute 
for  bread  was  hominy,  a  palatable  and  wholesome 
diet,  made  by  boiling  corn  in  a  weak  lye  until  the 
hull  peeled  off,  after  which  it  was  well  washed 
to  cleanse  it  of  the  lye.  It  was  then  boiled  again 
to  soften  it,  when  it  was  ready  for  use,  as  occasion 
required,  by  frying  and  seasoning  it  to  the  taste. 
Another  mode  of  preparing  hominy  was  by  pestl¬ 
ing.  A  mortar  was  made  by  burning  a  bowl¬ 
shaped  cavity  in  the  even  end  of  an  upright  block 
of  wood.  After  thoroughly  cleaning  it  of  the  char¬ 
coal,  the  corn  could  be  put  in,  hot  water  turned 
upon  it,  when  it  was  subjected  to  a  severe  pestling 
by  a  club  of  sufficient  length  and  thickness,  in  the 
large  end  of  which  was  inserted  an  iron  wedge, 
banded  to  keep  it  in  place.  The  hot  water  would 
soften  the  corn  and  loosen  the  hull,  while  the  pestle 
would  crush  it. 

Not  the  least  among  the  pioneer’s  tribulations 
was  the  going  to  mill.  The  slow  mode  of  travel 
by  ox-teams  was  made  still  slower  by  the  almost 
total  absence  of  roads  and  bridges.  The  distance 
to  be  traversed  was  often  fort}'  to  sixty  miles.  In 
dry  weather,  common  sloughs  or  creeks  offered  lit¬ 
tle  impediment  to  the  teamsters,  but  during  floods 
and  breaking  up  of  winter  they  proved  exceedingly 
troublesome  and  dangerous.  To  get  stuck  in  a 
slough,  and  thus  be  delayed  for  many  hours,  was 
no  uncommon  occurrence,  and  that  too  when  time 
was  an  item  of  grave  import  to  the  comfort,  and 
sometimes  even  the  lives,  of  the  settlers’  families. 
Often  a  swollen  stream  would  blockade  the  way, 
seeming  to  threaten  destruction  to  whomever  should 
attempt  to  ford  it.  With  regard  to  roads,  there 
were  none  worthy  of  the  name.  Indian  trails  were 
common,  but  they  were  unfit  to  travel  on  with 
vehicles. 

When  the  early  settlers  were  compelled  to  make 
these  long  and  difficult  trips  to  mill,  if  the  country 
was  prairie  over  which  they  passed,  they  found  it 
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comparatively  easjr  to  do  in  summer,  when  grass 
was  plentiful.  By  traveling  until  night,  and  then 
camping  out  to  feed  the  teams,  they  got  along  with¬ 
out  much  difficulty.  But  in  winter  such  a  journey 
was  attended  with  no  little  danger.  The  utmost 
economy  of  time  was,  of  course,  necessary.  When 
the  goal  was  reached,  after  a  week  or  more  of  toil¬ 
some  travel,  with  many  exposures  and  risks,  and 
the  poor  man  was  impatient  to  immediately  return 
with  the  desired  staff  of  life,  he  was  often  shocked 
and  disheartened  with  the  information  that  his  turn 
would  come  in  a  week.  Then  he  must  look  about 
for  some  means  to  pay  expenses,  and  he  was  lucky 
who  could  find  some  employment  by  the  day  or  job. 
Then,  when  his  turn  came,  he  had  to  be  on  hand  to 
bolt  his  own  flour,  as  in  those  days  the  bolting  ma¬ 
chine  was  not  an  attached  part  of  the  other  mill  ma¬ 
chinery.  This  done,  the  anxious  soul  was  ready  to 
endure  the  trials  of  a  return  trip,  his  heart  more  or 
less  concerned  about  the  affairs  of  home. 

These  milling  trips  often  occupied  from  three 
weeks  to  more  than  a  month  each,  and  were  at¬ 
tended  with  an  expense,  in  one  way  or  another, 
that  rendered  the  cost  of  breadstuff's  extremely  high. 
If  made  in  the  winter,  when  more  or  less  grain  feed 
was  required  for  the  team,  the  load  would  be  found 
to  be  so  considerably  reduced  on  reaching  home  that 
the  cost  of  what  was  left,  adding  other  expenses, 
would  make  their  grain  reach  the  high  cost-figure 
of  from  $3  to  $5  per  bushel.  And  these  trips  could 
not  always  be  made  at  the  most  favorable  season 
for  traveling.  In  spring  and  summer  so  much  time 
could  hardly  be  spared  from  other  essential  labor; 
yet,  for  a  large  family,  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
avoid  making  three  or  four  trips  during  the  year. 

The  land  sales  were  an  important  era  in  the  lives 
of  the  pioneers.  In  his  “  Sketches  of  Iowa,”  New- 
hall  sayrs: 

“  Many  are  the  ominous  indications  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  among  the  settlers  of  the  land  sale.  Every 
dollar  is  sacredly  treasured  up.  The  precious  ‘mint 
drops’  take  to  themselves  wings  and  fly  away  from 
the  merchant’s  till  to  the  farmer’s  cupboard.  Times 
are  dull  in  the  towns,  for  the  settler’s  home  is  dearer 
and  sweeter  than  the  merchant’s  sugar  and  coffee. 
At  length  the  wished-for  day  arrives.  The  suburbs 
of  the  town  present  the  scene  of  a  military  camp. 
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1  he  settlers  have  flocked  from  far  and  near.  The 
hotels  are  thronged  to  overflowing.  Bar-rooms, 
dining-rooms,  and  wagons  are  metamorphosed  into 
bed-rooms.  The  sale  being  announced  from  the 
land-office,  the  township  bidder  stands  near  by  with 
register  book  in  hand,  each  settler’s  name  attached 
to  his  respective  quarter  or  half  section,  and  thus 
he  bids  off  in  the  name  of  the  whole  township  for 
each  respective  claimant.  A  thousand  settlers  are 
standing  by,  eagerly  listening  when  their  quarter 
shall  be  called  off.  The  crier  has  passed  the  well- 
known  numbers.  His  house  is  secure.  lie  feels  re¬ 
lieved.  Hie  litigation  of  claim-jumping  is  over 
foievei.  He  is  lord  of  the  soil.  "With  an  inde¬ 
pendent  step  he  walks  into  the  land-office,  opens 
the  time-worn  saddle-bags,  and  counts  out  1200  or 
$400,  silver  or  gold,  takes  his  certificate  from  the 
General  Government,  and  goes  his  way  rejoicing. 
Such  a  scene  have  I  witnessed,  which  continued  for 
three  successive  weeks,  in  which  time  nearly  half  a 
million  of  money  was  taken  from  the  actual  set¬ 
tlers  of  Iowa.  It  is  an  interesting  sight  to  witness 
thousands  of  our  fellow-beings  who,  having  planted 
themselves  in  a  new  country,  are  patiently  waiting 
for  the  hour  to  arrive  when  they  can  buy  their 
homes,  and  the  land  from  which  thejr  earn  their 
bread.  These  are  the  embryo  scenes  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  this  new  country  which  mark  the  progress 
of  the  pioneer,  who,  as  yesterday,  verging  upon  the 
forests  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  is  now  beyond  the 
western  shore  of  the  Mississippi.” 

The  claim-making  of  the  early  settlers  in  Iowa 
was  a  mode  of  settlement  peculiar  to  that  portion 
of  the  public  domain  which  was  occupied  prior  to 
its  being  surveyed  by  the  General  Government. 
Newhall,  in  his  “Sketches  of  Iowa,”  states  that  by 
mutual  concession  and  an  honorable  adherence  to 
neighborhood  regulations,  claim-making  was  gov¬ 
erned  by  a  pro  term,  law,  which  answered  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  general  protection  for  the  homes  of  the 
settlers  until  their  land  came  into  the  market.  So 
general  did  this  usage  become,  and  so  united  were 
the  inteiests  of  the  settlers,  that  it  was  deemed  ex¬ 
tremely  hazardous  as  well  as  highly  dishonorable  for 
a  speculator  or  strang'er  to  bid  upon  a  claim,  even 
though  it  was  not  protected  by  a  “pre-emption 
right.”  More  than  one  “war”  was  waged  when  such 
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attempts  as  that  were  made,  almost  invariably  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  rout  of  the  interloper.  Blood  in  some 
instances  was  shed  in  defense  of  these  recognized 
rights.  When  it  was  clearly  understood  what  im¬ 
provements  constituted  a  claim,  and  when  the  settler 
conformed  to  the  “by-laws”  of  his  neighborhood  or 
township,  it  was  just  as  much  respected  for  the  time¬ 
being  as  if  the  occupant  had  the  Government  patent 
for  it.  For  instance,  if  an  emigrant  came  into  the 
country  for  location,  he  looked  from  county  to 
county  for  a  location.  After  having  placed  himself 
he  set  about  making  an  improvement.  To  break 
five  acres  of  ground  would  hold  his  claim  for  six 
months;  or  if  a  cabin  was  built  eight  logs  high 
with  a  roof,  which  was  equivalent  to  the  plowing, 
he  held  it  six  months  longer.  He  then  staked  out 
his  half-section  of  land,  which  was  a  full  claim, 
generally  one-quarter  timber,  and  one-quarter  prai¬ 
rie,  and  then  his  home  was  secure  from  trespass  by 
anyone.  If  he  chose  to  sell  his  “claim,  he  was  at 
perfect  liberty  to  do  so,  and  the  purchaser  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  the  first 
settler.  As  an  evidence  of  the  respect  in  which 
these  claim-rights  were  held  by  the  people  of  Iowa, 
we  quote  here  an  act  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
the  Territory,  passed  Jan.  15,  1839,  entitled,  “An 
act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  demands  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  contracts  for  sales  of  improvements  on 
public  lands. 

“Be  it  enacted,  that  all  contracts,  promises,  as¬ 
sumpsits,  or  undertakings,  either  written  or  verbal, 
which  shall  be  made  hereafter  in  good  faith,  and 
without  fraud,  collusion  or  circumvention,  for  sale, 
purchase  or  payment  of  improvements  made  on  the 
lands  owned  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  deemed  valid  in  law  or  equity,  and 
may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  as  in  other  contracts. 

“That  all  deeds  of  quit-claims,  or  other  convey¬ 
ance  of  all  improvements  upon  public  lands,  shall 
be  as  binding  and  effectual,  in  law  and  equity,  be¬ 
tween  the  parties  for  conveying  the  title  of  the 
grantor  in  and  to  the  same,  as  in  cases  where  the 
grantor  has  the  fee  simple  to  the  premises  con¬ 
veyed.” 

Previous  to  lands  being  brought  into  market, 
each  township,  nearly,  had  its  own  organization 
throughout  the  Territory.  This  was  to  prevent 


unpleasant  litigation,  and  to  keep  up  a  spirit  of 
harmony  among  neighbors,  and  the  better  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  in  their  equitable  rights  of  “claim”  pur¬ 
chase.  “A  call-meeting”  was  announced  something- 
after  this  fashion:  “The  citizens  of  township  72 
north,  range  5  west,  are  requested  to  meet  at 

’Squire  B - ’s,  at  Hickory  Grove  (or  as  the  place 

or  the  time  might  be),  to  adopt  the  necessary 
measures  for  securing  their  homes,  at  the  approach¬ 
ing  land  sales  at  B - .”  After  a  short  preamble 

and  set  of  resolutions,  suited  to  the  occasion,  a 
“Register”  was  appointed,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
record  the  name  of  eacli  claimant  to  his  respective 
“claim.”  A  “bidder”  was  also  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  was,  on  the  day  of  sale,  to  bid  off  all  the 
land  previously  registered  in  the  name  of  each  re¬ 
spective  claimant.  Thus  everything  moved  along 
at  the  land  sales  with  the  harmony  and  regularity 
of  clock-work;  but  if  anyone  present  was  found 
bidding  over  the  minimum  price  of  $1.25  per  acre 
on  land  registered  in  the  township,  woe  be  unto 
him!  When  any  controversy  arose  between  the 
neighbors  relative  to  trespassing,  or,  in  common 
parlance,  “jumping  a  claim,”  it  was  arbitrated  by  a 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  their 
decision  was  considered  final. 

Among  other  things  calculated  to  annoy  and  dis¬ 
tress  the  pioneer  was  the  prevalence  of  wild  beasts 
of  prey,  the  most  numerous  and  troublesome  of 
which  was  the  wolf.  11  liile  it  was  true,  in  a  Agina¬ 
tive  sense,  that  it  required  the  utmost  care  and 
exertion  to  “keep  the  wolf  from  the  door,  it  i\as 
almost  as  true  in  a  literal  sense. 

There  were  two  species  of  these  animals — the 
lar<re,  black  timber-wolf,  and  the  smaller  gray  wolf 
that  usually  inhabited  the  prairie.  At  first  it  was 
next  to  impossible  for  a  settler  to  keep  small  stock 
of  any  kind  that  could  serve  as  a  prey  to  these 
ravenous  beasts.  Sheep  were  not  deemed  safe  piop- 
erty  until  years  after,  when  their  enemies  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  nearly  exterminated.  Large  numbers 
of  wolves  were  destroyed  during  the  earlier  years  ol 
settlement — as  many  as  fifty  in  a  day  in  a  regular 
wolf-hunt.  When  they  were  hungry,  which  was 
not  uncommon,  particularly  during  the  winter,  they 
were  too  indiscreet  for  their  own  safety,  and  would 
often  approach  within  easy  shot  of  the  settler  s 
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dwellings.  At  certain  seasons  their  wild,  plaintive 
yelp  or  bark  could  be  heard  in  all  directions  at  all 
hours  of  the  night,  creating  intense  excitement 
among  the  dogs,  whose  howling  would  add  to  the 
dismal  melody. 

But  the  pioneer  life  was  not  entirely  one  of  hard¬ 
ship.  At  certain  seasons  of  the3rear%here  were  the 
wolf-hunts,  the  corn-huskings,  the  quilting-bees, 
the  candy-pullings,  the  singing-school,  the  spelling- 
school,  and  last,  but  far  from  least,  the  time  when 
the  good  old  father  would  gather  his  family  to¬ 


gether,  and  all  attend  divine  service,  either  at  a 
neighbor’s,  or  at  the  annual  camp-meeting,  when  all 
who  could  sing  did  sing,  and  those  who  could  not 
sing  “made  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,”  and  all 
felt  extremely  happy  and  thankful  for  the  good 
things  provided  them  by  the  Giver  of  all  good. 

As  time  passed  other  settlers  besides  those  whose 
names  are  given  came  in,  and  Muscatine  County 
took  its  place  among  the  other  counties  of  the  new 
Territory. 


HE  county  of  Muscatine 
came  into  existence  by  an  act 
of  the  Territorial  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  Wisconsin,  passed 
and  approved  Dec.  7,  183G. 
The  act  fixing  the  bounda¬ 
ries  was  as  follows:  “That  the 
county  included  within  the  fol¬ 
lowing  boundaries,  to  wit :  Be¬ 
ing  on  the  Mississippi  River  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  the 
county  of  Louisa,  thence  up  said 
river  twenty-five  miles  on  a  straight 
line,  thence  west  to  the  Indian 
1  boundary  line,  thence  with  said 
boundary  line  south  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
county  of  Louisa,  thence  east  with  the  line  of  said 
county  of  Louisa  to  the  beginning,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  set  off  into  a  separate  county,  by  the 
name  of  Musquitine.” 

The  county  was  formerly  organized  undei  this 
act,  although  there  are  no  official  records  in  ex¬ 
istence  showing  this  fact.  According  to  the  re¬ 
collection  of  some  of  the  old  settlers  Edward  E. 
Fay  and  Arthur  Washburn  were  members  of  the 
first  Board  of  Supervisors.  They  were  appointed 
to  the  office  soon  after  the  original  law  establishing 
the  county  took  effect.  This  was  probably  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1837.  In  October,  1837,  Washburn  and  Fay 
were  still  members  of  the  board,  with  S.  C.  Has¬ 
tings  as  Clerk  of  the  Court.  In  the  winter  of  1 837— 
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38  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  met  at 
Burlington,  and  passed  an  act  redefining  the  bound¬ 
aries  of  the  five  counties  created  out  of  Des 
Moines;  the  boundaries  of  Muscatine  being  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
county  of  Louisa,  thence  west  with  the  northern 
line  of  said  county  to  the  range  line  between  four 
and  five  west,  thence  north  with  the  said  line  to 
the  township  line  dividing  townships  78  and  79 
north,  thence  east  with  said  line  to  the  range  line 
between  ranges  1  and  2  east,  thence  south  with 
said  line  to  the  Mississippi,  thence  down  the  main 
channel  of  the  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning.” 
The  seat  of  justice  of  the  county  was  established 
at  the  town  of  Bloomington,  now  Muscatine. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1838,  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners  met  at  the  house  of  J.  G. 
Coleman.  The  Board  was  then  composed  of  John 
Vanater,  E.  Thornton,  and  Aaron  Usher,  with  S.  C. 
Hastings  as  Clerk.  The  session  lasted  but  one  day, 
and  no  business  was  transacted  other  than  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  accounts  against  the  county. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  of  the  same  year,  the  • 
Board  met  in  the  office  of  Thomas  W.  Isett,  and 
was  composed  of  Daniel  Comstock,  E.  Thornton, 
and  Aaron  Usher,  with  John  S.  Abbott  as  Clerk. 

In  July  a  license  was  granted  James  W.  M.  Neally 
to  keep  a  ferry  at  Bloomington,  across  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River,  for  one  year,  from  the  1st  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1838.  The  rates  prescribed  were  as  follows: 
“Each  footman,  twenty-five  cents;  man  and  hon 
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fifty  cents;  wagon  and  two  horses,  $1.50;  each 
additional  horse  twenty-five  cents;  wagon  and  yoke 
of  oxen,  $1.50;  stock-cattle  at  twenty-five  cents; 
sheep  and  hogs,  six  and  a  fourth  cents.” 

Alexander  Ross  was  granted  a  license  for  ferry 
at  Moscow,  across  the  Cedar  River.  The  rates  for 
ferryage  were  fixed  as  follows :  “  Each  footman, 
twelve  and  a  half  cents;  man  and  horse,  twenty- 
five  cents;  wagon  and  two  horses,  seventy-five 
cents;  additional  horse,  twelve  and  a  half  cents; 
wagon  and  yoke  of  oxen,  seventy-five  cents;  addi¬ 
tional  oxen,  twenty-five  cents;  loose  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  etc.,  six  and  a  fourth  cents.” 

In  October,  1838,  the  Board  consisted  of  Err 
Thornton,  Aaron  Usher,  and  John  Vanater,  with 
John  G.  Morrow  as  Clerk.  At  this  session  it  trans¬ 
pired  that  Err  Thornton  and  John  Vanater,  at  the 
preceding  election,  had  each  received  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  for  County  Commissioner.  The  mat¬ 
ter  was  settled  by  each  man  drawing  lots  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  John  Vanater  being  the  lucky 
man. 

In  January,  1839,  the  Board  was  again  in  ses¬ 
sion.  At  this  time  it  was  ordered  that  a  jail  be 
erected  in  the  town  of  Bloomington,  on  the  square 
reserved  for  public  buildings.  The  structure  was 
described  in  the  specifications  as  follows:  Length, 
twenty-four  feet;  width,  sixteen  feet;  floors  of 
timber  Taid  crosswise,  each  layer  one  foot  square; 
wall  of  two  courses  of  timber,  twelve  inches  square, 
ten  inches  apart,  the  space  between  the  timbers  to 
be  filled  in  with  broken  stone.  Posts  ten  feet  in  the 
clear  two  stories  high.  The  inside  of  rooms  planked 
with  two-inch  planks,  driven  full  of  20-penny  nails, 
one  on  every  square  inch.  The  partitions  on 
lower  story  of  three-inch  stuff.  A  trap-door  was 
placed  in  the  upper  floor,  and  a  door  of  heavy 
planks  opened  into  the  second  story,  but  there  were 
no  doors  opening  on  the  ground  floor.  Entrance 
was  effected  by  ascending  outside  stairs,  and  pass¬ 
ing  into  the  upper  rooms,  from  whence  prisoners 
were  dropped  down  into  the  lower  cells  through  the 
trap-door  in  the  floor.  The  doors  were  lined  with 
sheet-iron,  and  the  exposed  woodwork  filled  with 
nails.  Two  grated  windows  admitted  light  and  air 
into  the  lower  rooms.  The  building  was  ordered 
completed  by  July  4,  1839,  and  stood  until  1857, 
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when  J.  P.  Walton  purchased  it  for  $30,  and  after¬ 
ward  sold  the  solid  oak  timbers  of  which  it  was 
composed  for  $800.  Mr.  Walton  still  has  the  old 
door-key. 

Block  24  of  the  town-plat  was  reserved  for  the 
use  of  the  county,  in  the  erection  of  public  build¬ 
ings. 

In  March  the  Board  ordered  a  survey  of  section 
35,  and  appointed  George  Bumgardner,  Surveyor. 

August.  1839,  the  Board  was  composed  of  John 
Vanater,  Madison  Stewart,  and  Moses  Perrin,  with 
J.  G.  Morrow,  Clerk. 

At  the  August  election  there  were  six  precincts, 
viz.,  Bloomington,  Wyoming,  Stormes,  Pine,  Mos¬ 
cow,  and  Wapsinonoc. 

November  4,  Edward  E.  Fay  was  appointed 
Clerk  of  the  Board. 

The  Board  loaned  money,  obtained  by  the  sale 
of  lands  on  section  35,  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent, 
per  annum  interest. 

November  6,  the  Board  ordered  that  proposals 
for  building  a  court-house  in  the  town  of  Bloom¬ 
ington  be  requested,  by  advertisement  in  the  Burl¬ 
ington  Territorial  Gazette  for  the  space  of  five 
weeks.  The  bricks  were  ordered  to  be  ten  inches 
long,  five  inches  wide  and  two  and  one-half  inches 
thick.  The  building  to  be  completed  by  Sept.  1, 
1841.  November  23,  the  plan  submitted  by  Stephen 
B.  Brophy  was  accepted  as  the  standard  of  the 
proposed  edifice.  Mr.  Brophy  was  allowed  $200 
for  plans  and  specifications  of  the  building.  The 
Board  subsequently  modified  the  order  concerning 
the  size  of  the  brick,  making  them  nine  inches  long 
instead  of  ten,  and  then  required  the  walls  to  be 
twenty-two  inches  thick.  William  Brownell  ob¬ 
tained  the  job  of  erecting  the  court-house.  The 
edifice  was  built  of  brick,  laid  upon  stone  founda¬ 
tion  walls,  the  latter  being  hammered  for  the  upper 
three  courses.  The  brick  used  was  made  by  Stephen 
Headly.  The  building  was  completed  by  the  re¬ 
quired  time.  The  cost  was  $15,000.  In  1864  the 
greater  part  of  the  edifice  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
but  the  building  was  at  once  reconstructed,  at  a 
cost  of  $29,000.  Many  of  the  old  papers  relating 
to  the  organization  of  the  county  were  destroyed 
by  that  fire. 

The  county  Government  was  continued  under 
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system  of  a  Board  of  County  Commissioners  until 
1851.  In  1840  the  Board  was  composed  of  John 
Vanater,  R.  Stewart,  and  Benjamin  Nye,  with  Ed¬ 
ward  E.  Fay  as  Clerk.  In  1841  John  Vanater, 
Benjamin  Nye,  and  William  Leffingwell  were  the 
members,  with  Mr.  Fay  as  Clerk.  In  the  years  of 
1842  and  1843  the  only  change  was  the  election  of 
Abraham  Smalley  as  Clerk.  In  1844  the  Board 
consisted  of  John  Vanater,  Milo  Bennett,  and  Charles 
Neally,  with  Abraham  Smalley  as  Clerk.  After 
August  of  that  year  George  Earl  was  Clerk,  and 
in  July,  1845,  William  Leffingwell  acted  in  that 
capacity.  In  October,  1845,  Milo  Bennett,  John 
Zeigler,  and  Charles  Neally  were  Commissioners.  In 
October,  1846,  John  Zeigler  and  Daniel  L.  Healy 
were  Commissioners,  with  Z.  Washburn  as  Clerk. 
In  1847  the  same  persons  were  still  holding  the  of¬ 
fices  of  County  Commissioners.  In  1848  the  Board 
consisted  of  H.  H.  Games,  D.  L.  Healy  and  Will¬ 
iam  Beard,  with  Nathaniel  Hallock  as  Clerk.  In 
1849  D.  L.  Healy,  H.  II.  Games,  and  A.  T.  Banks 
composed  the  Board ;  and  in  1850  Amos  Lillibridge, 
H.  H.  Games,  and  William  Keyes,  with  N.  Hallock 
as  Clerk. 

In  1851  the  Board  of  Commissioners  was  abol¬ 
ished  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  County 
Judge  system  established.  The  Court  had  equal 
powers  with  the  former  Board  in  all  business  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  the  county,  and  had  coordinate 
jurisdiction  with  Justice  Court.  The  first  Judge 
elected  was  Arthur  Washburn.  In  1856  George 
Meason  was  chosen  to  succeed  him,  and  in  1857 
Edward  H.  Thayer  became  Judge. 

In  1860  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  repealing 
the  County  Judge  system  and  creating  a  Board  of 
County  Supervisors,  which  was  to  be  composed  of 
one  Supervisor  elected  from  each  civil  township  in 
the  county.  From  1861  to  1870  the  Board  was 
composed  of  the  following  members: 

1861 —  John  B.  Dougherty,  Chairman;  Evans  F. 
Burgan,  Elijah  Younkin,  Silas  Ferry,  Joseph  Crane, 
Vernet  Tracy,  Michael  Price,  John  Zeigler,  John  R. 
Merritt,  R.  H.  Patterson,  J.  E.  Robb,  Henry  Res- 
ley,  Andrew  Heberling,  William  C.  Evans. 

1862 —  John  B.  Dougherty,  Chairman ;  E.  F.  Bur¬ 
gan,  Elijah  Younkin,  Silas  Ferry,  Joseph  Crane, 
Vernet  Tracy,  Michael  Price,  Marshall  Farnsworth, 


J.  E.  Robl),  William  Hoyt,  R.  H.  Patterson,  Will¬ 
iam  C.  Evans,  George  W.  Hunt,  Andrew  Heberling. 

1863 —  Joseph  Crane,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  M.  Isett, 

E.  F.  Burgan,  R.  H.  Patterson,  John  Fullmer,  Silas 
Ferry,  A.  Heberling,  E.  Younkin,  G.  W.  Hunt,  Will¬ 
iam  C.  Evans,  J.  E.  Robb,  William  Hoyt,  Vernet 
Tracy,  Marshall  Farnsworth. 

1864 —  Joseph  Crane,  Chairman;  E.  Younkin, 
Vernet  Tracy,  George  Chase,  John  Fullmer,  M. 
Farnsworth,  R.  T.  Thompson,  Richard  Musser,  J.  E. 
Robb,  William  D.  Viele,  Thomas  M.  Isett,  George 
W.  Hunt,  William  D.  Cone,  E.  F.  Burgan. 

1865 —  R.  F.  Thompson,  Chairman;  J.  D.  Walker, 
William  F.  Tolies,  William  D.  Viele,  M.  Farns¬ 
worth,  George  Chase,  J.  A.  Purinton,  Michael  Price, 
William  H.  Stewart,  Richard  Musser,  A.  Cone, 
William  H.  Hazlett,  George  W.  Hunt,  Thomas 
Boggs. 

1866 —  James  E.  Robb,  Chairman;  Stephen  Her¬ 
rick,  Nathan  Brown,  R.  T.  Thompson,  Charles  Page, 
Andrew  Dobbs,  C.  M.  McDaniel,  William  H.  Haz¬ 
lett,  J.  A.  Purinton,  A.  Cone,  Michael  Price,  J.  D. 
Walker,  William  H.  Stewart,  George  Chase. 

1867 —  James  E.  Robb,  Chairman;  Nathan  Brown, 
George  Chase,  A.  Cone,  Charles  Cope,  Andrew 
Dobbs,  William  H.  Hazlett,  Stephen  Herrick,  Charles 
Page,  J.  A.  Purinton,  Jacob  Snyder,  W.  H.  Stewart, 

J.  E.  Walker,  James  A.  Eaton. 

1868 —  J.  D.  Walker,  Chairman;  A.  Cone,  B.  S. 
Cone,  Charles  Cope,  Andrew  Dobbs,  J.  A.  Eaton, 

E.  E.  Edwards,  Caleb  Elliott,  W.  H.  Hazlett,  C.  C. 
Horton,  George  Metts,  J.  A.  Purinton,  Jacob  Sny¬ 
der,  W.  H.  Stewart. 

1869 —  W.  H.  Stewart,  Chairman;  Charles  Cope, 

J.  A.  Eaton,  E.  E.  Edwards,  Caleb  Elliott,  II.  S. 
Griffin,  Daniel  Harker,  W.  H.  Hazlett,  J.  A.  Purin¬ 
ton,  C.  C.  Horton,  Mathew  Porter,  Joseph  Nelson, 

J.  S.  Riggs,  A.  Dobbs. 

1870 —  J.  A.  Parvin,  Chairman;  Byron  Carpen¬ 
ter,  James  A.  Eaton,  Daniel  Harker,  II.  S.  Griffin, 
William  Fultz,  W.  H.  Hazlett,  C.  C.  Horton,  Joseph 
Nelson,  J.  A.  Purinton,  M.  Porter,  J.  S.  Riggs, 
W.  H.  Stewart,  Alonzo  Shaw. 

In  1871  the  law  was  again  changed,  reducing  the 
number  of  Supervisors  in  a  county  to  three  or  five 
as  each  county  might  elect.  Muscatine  County,  i 
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chose  the  smaller  number,  and  since  1871  the  Board 
has  been  composed  of  the  following  members: 

1871 —  William  H.  Stewart,  Byron  Carpenter, 
James  E.  Robb. 

1872 —  William  H.  Stewart,  James  E.  Robb,  Byron 
Carpenter. 

1873 —  A.  F.  Demorest,  J.  E.  Robb,  Byron  Car¬ 
penter. 

1874 —  A.  F.  Demorest,  J.  E.  Robb,  Byron  Car¬ 
penter. 

1875 —  A.  F.  Demorest,  Thomas  Birkett,  J.  E. 
Robb. 

1876 —  J.  E.  Robb,  Thomas  Birkett,  I.  L.  Graham. 

1877 —  Thomas  Birkett,  A.  Cone,  I.  L.  Graham. 

1878 —  I.  L.  Graham,  Thomas  Birkett,  A.  Cone. 


1879 —  Thomas  Birkett,  A.  Cone,  Cornelius  Cadle. 

1880 —  B.  II.  Garrett,  Thomas  Birkett,  C.  Cadle. 

1881 —  B.  II.  Garrett,  Thomas  Birkett,  C.  Cadle. 

1882 —  Thomas  Birkett,  W.  P.  Crawford,  B.  H. 
Garrett. 

1883 —  Thomas  Birkett,  W.  P.  Crawford,  B.  H. 
Garrett. 

1884 —  W.  P.  Crawford,  B.  H.  Garrett,  H.  Will. 

1885 —  B.  H.  Garrett,  H.  Will,  Fred  Huttig. 

1886 —  II.  Will;  Fred  Huttig  resigned  and  Charles 
Kessler  appointed;  Harvey  Baker. 

1887 —  H.  Baker,  J.  K.  Scott,  Ira  Nichols. 

1888 —  H.  Baker,  B.  F.  Neidig;  Ira  Nichols  died 
and  P.  R.  Evans  appointed  to  fill  vacancy. 

1889 —  H.  Baker,  B.  F.  Neidig,  John  Hooly. 
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USCATINE  COUNTY  has 
been  noted  for  its  legal  tal¬ 
ent  from  the  organization 
of  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
gg|\®^c|gj)  until  the  present  time. 
Among  the  members  of  the  bar 
and  of  the  judiciary  have  ap¬ 
peared  some  of  the  brightest 
legal  lights  in  the  State.  Those 
who  have  honored  the  county  on 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  State 
are  lion.  Joseph  Williams  and  lion. 
S.  Clinton  Hastings.  The  former 
was  appointed  in  June,  1847,  by  the 
Governor,  and  served  until  Jan. 
26,  1848.  He  was  elected  by  the 
General  Assembly,  Dec.  7,  1848;  and  commissioned 
Dec.  26,  1848,  for  six  years  from  Jan.  15,  1849. 
S.  Clinton  Hastings  was  appointed  by  the  Governor 
Jan.  26,  1848,  and  his  term  expired  Jan.  15,  1849. 
Both  gentlemen  served  acceptably. 

On  the  organization  of  the  State  and  under  its 
first  constitution  Muscatine  County  became  a  part 
of  the  second  Judicial  District,  which  was  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Buchanan,  Cedar,  Clayton,  Clin¬ 
ton,  Delaware,  Dubuque,  Fayette,  Jackson,  Jones, 
Muscatine,  and  Scott.  James  Grant,  of  Scott 


County,  was  the  first  judge  of  this  district,  being 
elected  April  5,  1847.  He  was  succeeded  by  Thomas 
S.  Wilson,  of  Dubuque  County. 

In  February,  1853,  the  General  Assembly  re¬ 
districted  the  State,  and  Muscatine  became  a  part 
of  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  together  with  Cedar, 
Clinton,  Jackson,  Jones,  and  Scott.  The  judges 
that  served  in  this  district  were  William  E.  Leff- 
ingwell,  John  B.  Booth,  and  \\  illiam  II.  1  uthill. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  1857,  and  the  re-for¬ 
mation  of  the  districts,  Muscatine,  Clinton,  Jackson, 
and  Scott  formed  the  Seventh  District.  John  I1. 
Dillon,  of  Scott  County,  was  the  first  to  fill  the 
ollice  of  judge  in  this  district.  lie  was  succeeded 
by  J.  Scott  Ricliman,  of  Muscatine,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Oct.  27,  1863,  on  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Dillon.  He  was  elected  by  the  people,  Nov.  8, 
1864;  re-elected  Oct.  9,  1866,  and  again  Oct.  11, 
1870.  After  serving  but  a  few  months  of  his  last 
term  Judge  Ricliman  resigned,  and  William  1*. 
Brannan,  also  of  Muscatine,  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy.  At  the  November  election,  in  1872, 
he  was  elected  by  the  people,  and  re-elected  in 
1874,  serving  until  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Judge  Hayes,  of  Clinton  County. 

In  the  winter  of  1885-86  the  General  Assembly 
passed  an  act  changing  the  boundaries  of  many  of  y 
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the  districts.  Muscatine  became  part  of  the  Sev¬ 
enth  Judicial  District,  together  with  the  counties  of 
Scott,  Clinton,  and  Jackson.  At  the  October  elec¬ 
tion,  in  1886,  A.  J.  Leffingwell  of  Clinton,  John 
II.  Rogers  of  Scott,  and  W.  F.  Brannan  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  were  elected  judges.  Their  terms  commenced 
Jan.  1,  1887.  Judge  Rogers  dying,  Charles  Water¬ 
man,  of  Scott,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
and  was  subsequently  elected  to  fill  out  the  unex¬ 
pired  term. 

In  1869  Circuit  Courts  were  established,  having 
jurisdiction  with  the  District  Courts  in  many  cases, 
and  having  charge  of  all  probate  business.  The 
office  was  abolished  in  1886.  lion.  D.  C.  Richman,  of 


Muscatine,  served  as  Circuit  Judge  for  some  3"ears. 

The  present  bar  of  Muscatine  County  will  not  suf¬ 
fer  by  comparison  with  that  of  any  period  in  the  past. 
The  following  named  comprise  the  resident  attor¬ 
neys  of  the  county  in  the  spring  of  1889:  Broom- 
hall  &  Kemble,  Brown  &  Hanley,  J.  Carskaddan, 
Cloud  &  Doran,  E.  U.  Cook,  L.  C.  Crossman,  T.  T. 
Doyle,  P.  M.  Detwiler,  T.  R.  Fitzgerald,  C.  F.  Gar- 
lock,  Dan  Darker,  Jayne  <fe  Hoffman,  C.  A.  W. 
Kent,  II.  ,T.  Lauder,  D.  M.  Lambert,  II.  C.  Madden, 
J.  H.  Munroe,  J.  R.  Nisly,  Pentzer  Bros.,  E.  F. 
Richman,  Richman  &  Burk,  Richman  &  Son,  N. 
Rosenberger,  J.  J.  Russell,  L.  W.  Swem,  Titus  & 
Jackson,  J.  D.  Walker,  and  E.  M.  Warner. 
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ROM  the  time  the  Govern¬ 
ment  was  established  up  to 
18G0,  slavery,  as  a  public 
question,  entered  into  nearly 
every  political  contest.  The 
States  of  the  Union  in  which 
slavery  existed  feared  their 
rights  would  be  encroached 
upon,  and  to  allay  such  fears 
and  maintain  peace  various 
measures  were  passed.  These 
only  served  for  a  little  while, 
and  were  never  quite  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  either  party  interested. 
That  known  as  the  “Missouri 
Compromise”  seemed  to  come  nearer  a  solution 
of  the  difficulty  than  any  other,  and  was  the  most 
satisfactory  to  the  Northern  States,  and  seemed 

for  a  time,  also,  to  satisfy  the  South.  By  the  terms 

of  that  compromise  slavery  was  confined  south  of 
an  imaginary  line  known  as  the  Mason  and  Dixon 
line.  The  rapid  growth  of  the  North,  and  the  for¬ 
mation  of  new  States  without  slavery  alarmed  the 
Southern  people,  who  feared  the  loss  of  power, 
Then  came  the  repeal  of  the  “Missouri  Compro¬ 
mise,”  the  adoption  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill, 
and  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  the  slaves 
into  the  Territories.'  The  Republican  party,  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  further  exten¬ 
sion  of  slavery,  was  regarded  as  a  menace  by  the 


South,  and  threats  of.  secession  were  made  in  the 
event  of  that  party  coming  into  power.  In  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  1860,  the  Republicans, 
with  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  leader,  presented  a 
solid  front,  while  the  Democracy  was  divided, 
presenting  Stephen  A.  Douglas  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  representing  the  Northern  wing  of 
the  part}',  and  John  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky, 
representing  the  Southern  wing.  John  Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  was  also  a  candidate,  receiving  his  nomi¬ 
nation  from  the  Union  party,  composed  principally 
of  those  formerly  affiliating  with  the  American  or 
Know-Nothing  party.  The  election  of  Lincoln  was 
almost  a  forgone  conclusion.  While  it  was  known 
that  there  were  many  hot-headed  men  in  the  South 
willing  to  plunge  the  country  into  civil  war,  few 
persons  realized  the  danger,  or  for  a  moment  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  threats  of  the  Southern  people  would 
be  carried  into  execution.  Little  was  known  of  the 
preparations  being  made  in  the  South  for  the  event 
sure  to  follow  the  election  of  Lincoln.  When  the 
result  of  the  general  election  was  known,  and  months 
before  the  inauguration  of  Lincoln  as  President, 
South  Carolina  and  other  States  passed  ordinances 
of  secession,  and  preparations  were  made  to  resist 
any  force  that  would  be  sent  against  them,  as  well 
as  to  obtain  possession  of  any  property  belonging 
to  the  General  Government  within  the  limits  of 
their  States.  At  Charleston,  S.  C.,  two  forts 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  author i- 
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ties,  Forts  Moultrie  and  Sumter.  The  former  was 
abandoned,  the  troops  being  moved  to  the  latter. 
Early  in  April,  1861,  the  authorities  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  demanded  their  surrender,  and  being  refused, 
erected  fortifications  upon  the  mainland  for  the 
purpose  of  bombardment.  No  attempt  was  made 
to  prevent  them,  and  when  completed,  another  de¬ 
mand  was  made  with  threats  of  opening  fire  upon 
the  fort  in  case  of  refusal.  In  Ft.  Sumter  were  Maj. 
Anderson  and  a  gallant  band  of  loyal  men,  with 
provisions  to  last  but  a  short  time.  To  the  de¬ 
mand  for  the  surrender  a  refusal  was  sent,  and  on 
the  morning  of  April  12,  1861,  the  rebels  com¬ 
menced  the  attack  by  opening  fire  upon  the  fort. 
The  fire  was  returned  by  the  brave  commander  ol 
the  fort,  but  on  the  14th  he  was  compelled  to  lowei 
his  flag  and  yield  to  the  rebels. 

The  first  gun  fired  upon  Ft.  Sumter  reverberated 
throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land,  and  was  more  of  a  call  to  arms  than  the  proc¬ 
lamation  of  President  Lincoln  for  75,000  men, 
which  immediately  followed.  There  was  no  lack 
of  response  to  this  call  among  the  Northern  States, 
and  no  State  more  enthusiastically  and  patriotically 
responded  than  the  State  of  Iowa.  Men  and  money 
were  offered  without  reserve.  Volunteers  camt 
from  all  vocations  in  life,  and  offered  up  their  lives 
on  the  altar  of  their  country.  Patriotism  was  domi¬ 
nant  in  every  heart.  Party  lines  were  ignored,  and 
political  conflicts  were  forgotten,  and  all  formed 
themselves  together  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union.  The  proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  issued  on  the  loth  day  of  April,  1861,  and  two 
days  afterward  Gov.  Kirkwood  issued  his  procla¬ 
mation  calling  for  the  men  of  Iowa  to  offer  their  serv¬ 
ices  to  the  Union.  Muscatine  County  came  promptly 
to  the  front,  and  from  the  first  to  the  last  did  its 
duty  faithfully,  furnishing  many  of  the  best  men, 
whose  lives  were  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice  that  the 
Union  might  be  saved.  Time  would  fail  to  tell  of 
the  heroic  deeds  of  those  -who  went  out  in  life’s 
young  manhood,  and  now  sleep  upon  Southern 
soil,  or  who  returned  with  body  racked  with  pain, 
possibly  minus  an  arm  or  a  limb,  and  yet  remain 
suffering  in  body  and  mind,  with  the  consciousness 
that  many  of  their  fellow-countrymen  fail  to  appre¬ 
ciate  what  they  did. 


While  the  boys  were  in  the  field  the  patriotic 
men  and  women  remaining  at  home  were  not  idle. 
Especially  should  the  women  of  Muscatine  County 
have  credit  for  what  they  did.  Think  of  the  strug¬ 
gle  of  the  wife  giving  up  a  loved  husband,  the 
mother  a  dutiful  son.  and  the  maiden  a  lover  with 
whom  she  imagined  that  her  future  life  was  to  be 
passed,  while  love  would  reign  supreme  in  their 
hearts.  But  they  not  only  gave  them  up,  but  sent 
them  forth  with  their  blessing,  while  praying  the 
God  of  battles  to  bring  them  safely  home  again. 
During  the  four  long  y^ears  that  passed  they  held  in 
check  their  tears,  often  with  an  almost  breaking 
heart,  wrote  loving  and  cheerful  letters  to  the  absent 
ones,  formed  societies  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
and  forwarding  to  the  front  sanitary  supplies.  It 
was  indeed  a  grand  work  in  which  they  engaged, 
and  not  a  soldier-boy  whose  heart  was  so  callous 
that  he  did  not  greatfully  appreciate  the  service. 
Even  at  this  late  day,  when  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  passed,  as  they  gather  together  at  their  re¬ 
unions  they  tell  how  their  hearts  were  cheered  by 
this  loving  remembrance. 

But  the  war  is  now  over,  peace  reigns  supreme 
throughout  the  land,  4.000,000  of  human  beings 
have  obtained  that  freedom  for  which  they  prayed 
but  hardly  hoped  for.  But  it  was  a  fearful  price  to 
be  paid,  though  there  are  few  who  regret  it — and  may 
it  never  occur  again.  While  it  has  been  said  that  the 
brave  boys  who  yet  remain  have  a  consciousness 
that  their  services  are  not  appreciated  by  some,  yet 
the  great  majority  do  not  neglect  to  show  their  ap¬ 
preciation,  and  once  each  year  all  gather  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  cemeteries  of  the  land,  and  while  they  strew  the 
graves  of  the  fallen  soldiers  with  beautiful  flowers, 
let  fall  the  silent  tear,  teach  their  children  lessons 
of  patriotism,  urging  them  to  likewise  be  faithful, 
and  that  it  is  grand  to  die  for  one’s  country. 

the  soldiers’  monument. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Muscatine,  March 
21,  1866,  to  consider  what  steps  were  necesssary  to 
raise  a  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  fallen  heroes,  who  left  their  homes 
in  this  county,  and  joined  the  Union  army,  and 
whose  lives  were  sacrificed  in  the  great  struggle. 
In  September,  1867,  articles  of  incorporation  were 
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decided  upon,  and  a  Soldiers’  Monument  Associa¬ 
tion  was  formed,  with  Thomas  Hanna,  President; 
J.  E.  Robb,  Vice  President;  John  Mahin,  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  A.  F.  Demorest,  Treasurer.  From  that 
time  on  various  methods  of  raising  money  were 
resorted  to,  until  1874,  at  which  time  W.  W.  Web¬ 
ster  proposed  to  take  the  sum  then  in  the  treasury, 
amounting  to  about  $700,  and  secure  enough  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  complete  a  monument,  depending  upon 
his  own  exertions  for  subscriptions  and  collections. 
W.  B.  Sprague  designed  the  work  and  superintended 
its  execution,  performing  much  of  the  labor  him¬ 
self.  The  monument  stands  to-day  an  evidence  of 
the  artistic  skill  of  the  designer. 

The  monument  consists  of  a  massive  pyramidal 
base  of  four  steps,  the  pedestal  or  die,  the  shaft 
and  the  statue.  Upon  a  solid  foundation  of  ma¬ 
sonry — ten  feet  square  by  five  and  a  half  feet  deep, 
weighing  thirty-four  tons — the  imposing  structure 
stands.  The  base  is  composed  of  three  blocks  of 
limestone  and  one  of  marble.  On  tbe  front  of  the 
upper  block  is  carved  a  shield,  upon  which  is  in¬ 
scribed  tbe  legend,  “1861 — Muscatine  County.  To 
her  fallen  sons — 1865.”  The  die  of  the  pedestal  is 
a  marble  cube,  three  feet  and  four  inches  in  size, 
with  an  ornate  Grecian  cap,  showing  heavy-arched 
moldings  on  all  sides.  On  the  front  in  bold  re¬ 
lief,  and  very  handsomely  carved,  is  a  coat  of 
arms,  with  shield,  draped  flag,  spears  and  guns. 
Surmounting  this  is  a  laurel  wreath.  Upon  this 
die  and  upper  base-piece  are  inscribed  nearly  or 
quite  500  names.  From  the  die  springs  a  graceful, 
fluted  column.  At  a  height  of  eleven  feet  it  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  coronal  of  stars,  the  emblematic  thir¬ 
teen,  and  a  Grecian  cap  ornamented  with  leaves. 
Upon  this  shaft  rests  the  grand  crowning  piece  of 
the  monument — the  statue  of  the  American  Volun¬ 
teer,  six  feet  two  inches  in  height,  representing  a 
soldier  in  full  uniform,  with  gun  before  him  “in 
parade  rest.”  The  monument  weighs  thirty  tons. 
The  actual  cost  of  the  work  was  about  $6,000,  but 
the  monument  surpasses  in  excellence  many  which 
have  cost  twice  or  three  times  that  amount.  Here¬ 
with  is  given  a  list  of  the  names  carved  upon  the 
die: 

First  Infantry — S.  Norman,  A.  L.  Mason,  J. 


Wiley,  W.  G.  Eckles,  G.  McGinnes,  C.  Michenor, 
T.  J.  Buchannan. 

Fifth  Infantry — T.  C.  Wales. 

Seventh  Infantry — W.  W.  De  Hughes,  W.  Wells, 

D.  Welker,  J.  F.  Hardy,  C.  S.  Booth,  C.  Mahin, 
J.  Dill,  J.  Tate,  J.  Henley,  A.  Truitt,  H.  Barker, 

F.  Pitchforth,  J.  Brunting,  J.  Zaser,  II.  Borgers,  J. 
Werst,  1).  B.  Underwood,  L.  Cunningham,  J.  Hunt, 
•T.  K.  Holmes,  E.  Mills,  L.  Pallet,  J.  Cochran,  J. 
Doder,  W.  D.  Kennedy,  B.  F.  McGill,  C.  Stratton, 
J.  Schuller,  J.  II.  Wales,  J.  Shelley. 

Eighth  Infantry — P.  Smith,  W.  R.  Stotler,  J. 
Walker,  II.  Barcus. 

Eleventh  Infantry  —  J.  W.  C.  Burrell,  E.  E. 
Sparks,  D.  II.  Collins,  J.  A.  Robinson,  J.  G.  Fisher, 
W.  A.  Akens,  P.  Gissne,  P.  Fox,  J.  Geodoeke,  G. 
P.  Kingsland,  II.  Van  Ilessle,  J.  W.  Wilson,  II. 
Benedict,  F.  M.  Stretch,  M.  Feldmann,  G.  W.  Cak- 
endar,  J.  Guttka,  C.  Biers,  M.  Shellabarger,  W. 
II.  Meeks,  N.  Fay,  M.  Reyburn,  T.  Kerr,  4).  Tay¬ 
lor,  T.  W.  Corwin,  A.  Port,  S.  J.  Alden,  M.  B. 
BoAvles,  C.  O.  Cooper,  A.  Moore,  J.  P.  Melan,  II. 
Rice,  F.  J.  Bailey,  S.  V.  Krouse,  1).  B.  Spillman, 
II.  Leibert,  T.  J.  Corey,  P.  Caven,  W.  Leverich, 
W.  White,  R.  R.  McReed,  R.  W.  Vaun,  S.  Camp¬ 
bell,  A.  A.  Bradford,  A.  Thorne,  E.  McDonald, 
W.  G.  Rogers,'!'.  Ilurnicutt,  R.  Curtin,  J.  II.  Greg¬ 
ory,  A.  Rancipher,  B.  Spangler,  R.  Brook,  S.  Webb, 
S.  A.  Jackson,  W.  E.  Mijesell,  1).  Coleman,  G.  W. 
Hawk,  J.  Insley,  II.  T.  Prouty,  II.  Windrell,  11.  C. 
Ady,  W.  W.  Evans,  W.  A.  Gordon,  H.  M.  White, 
C.  G.  Schenck,  W.  E.  Budd,  1).  Taylor,  II.  Ilyink, 
C.  Fitchner,  W.  A.  Hawley,  F.  II.  Newell,  J.  L. 
Small,  W.  Robinson,  J.  F.  Rubart,  C.  Booten,  B. 

S.  Puriten,  N.  W.  Wolf,  C.  Syberts,  J.  B.  Sullivan, 
J.  Williams,  G.  Clinton,  J.  Baxter,  II.  Vanater, 

E.  Briggs,  J.  Brown,  D.  Grant,  J.  Leech,  W.  J. 
Etherton,  O.  McGrew,  A.  Williams,  II.  Ilazelton, 

G.  Daniels,  W.  Pittensbarger,  M.  Reyburn,  X. 
Beall,  A.  Fish,  J.  M.  Garrett,  R.  M.  Curdy,  J.  Gal¬ 
vin,  R.  Garland,  J.  Kester,  T.  McKeougli,  J.  W. 
Tice,  R.  B.  Hare,  J.  Ludlow. 

Fourteenth  Infantry — T.  B.  Nicholas. 

Sixteenth  Infantry — II.  II.  Washburn,  N.  Reed, 

T.  Purcell.  J.  Dill.  F.  Dow,  J.  II.  Howell,  P.  Het¬ 
tinger.  G.  Bradford,  M.  ().  Ilalleck,  O.  Mattison. 
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A.  Drake,  J.  Davis,  J.  Esterline,  J.  Freybarger,  ,T. 
Embree,  N.  D.  Younkin,  A.  FI.  C.  Gottbrecht,  AY. 
Weaver,  N.  Reed. 

Seventeenth  Infantry — A.  G.  Fisher. 

Eighteenth  Infantry — O.  T.  Stewart,  J.  G.  Pratt, 

E.  Hargraves,  A.  Heaton,  W.  Eberling,  J.  Stanley. 

Twentieth  Infantry — A.  Lindsley,  B.  Mills,  T. 
Clemmons. 

Twenty-seventh  Infantry — A.  Edwards,  C.  Linds¬ 
ley,  B.  Miller,  J.  Sissell. 

Thirty-fifth  Infantry — Col.  S.  G.  Hill,  Maj.  A. 
John,  W.  A.  Clepper,  C.  Leary,  E.  Henet,  F.  Reed, 
J.  Grossman,  J.  Temple,  F.  Harker,  C.  Hirschmann, 
J.  A.  Kyrk,  FI.  Blanck,  W.  S.  Chambers,  D.  Tice,  J. 
Tice,  L.  Dawson,  I.  Criner,  J.  Dill,  J.  Cargill,  P. 
Harrison,  T.  Holliday,  W.  Everett,  W.  White, 
J.  Strahorn,  J.  Longthern,  T.  Jester,  E.  Jester, 
J.  Reeves,  M.  Etherton,  J.  Ramsey,  L.  Chap¬ 
pell,  J.  Carter,  A.  Davis,  D.  Block,  F.  Bowers, 

C.  Mockmore,  J.  Chaudoin,  W.  Christ,  F.  Cork, 
J.  Foster,  W.  Holmes,  J.  Joice,  G.  Krauff,  W. 
McCurdy,  S.  Davis,  W.  Brown,  W.  Brady,  N. 
Blackstone,  A.  Wohlgevant,  G.  Brownawell,  S. 
Holmes,  J.  Springer,  C.  N.  Burr,  J.  W.  Beard,  L. 
Hurst,  W.  Pickering,  G.  Moore,  C.  Narbaugh,  A. 
Stoddard.  N.  Thomas,  G.  Pickering,  B.  Stamford, 

F.  Wooden,  H.  Phelps,  G.  P.  Ruger,  C.  Sherman, 

G.  Burmeister,  G.  Wonderlich,  G.  Leutzbauch,  J. 
Schlegelmileh,  H.  Richenberg,  C.  Knoblauch,  C. 
Doerfler,  C.  Barr,  H.  Irwin,  F.  Peterkin,  C.  Berg, 
L.  Sanelsberg,  J.  Kurtz,  J.  Hessler,  J.  Hanley,  S. 
Knouse,  W.  Flerwig,  F.  Schmoker,  W.  Dimick,  C. 
Wright,  C.  Poole,  C.  Tyler,  P.  Nichols,  J.  Prouty, 

D.  Hammer,  A.  Walder,  H.  Winning,  S.  Tsehillard, 
N.  Schaftietzel,  M.  Smith,  P.  Parsons,  M.  Maher,  J. 
Greenwood,  F.  Hill,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Hawkins,  W. 
Guild,  G.  Groters,  G.  Bischer.  W.  Biebush,  J.  Q. 
Adams,  W.  White,  G.  Redman,  R.  Manvel,  J.  Dob- 
sen,  P.  Courtney,  T.  Cook,  J.  Conncrford,  R.  Car¬ 
penter,  S.  Keenan,  J.  Welch,  G.  Dickson,  E.  Doran, 
P.  Slattery,  W.  Fanning,  G.  B.  Hill,  J.  H.  Graham, 
J.  Regenbogen,  J.  Ernst,  F.  Holtz,  H.  Schmidt,  G. 
Hill,  S.  Robshaw,  J.  C.  Edgerton,  T.  A.  Clark,  C. 
C.  Clark,  E.  J.  Douglass,  M.  Cooper,  H.  T.  Neff, 
W.  L.  Overman,  G.  A.  Palmer,  T.  B.  Worrall,  L. 
Nitzell,  J.  Huler,  P.  Boston,  P.  D.  Patterson,  J.  B. 
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Welch,  O.  G.  Mathews,  F.  Peterke.  C.  Berg,  L. 
Savelsberg,  J.  McElroy,  J.  McDonald,  J.  Alexander, 
P.  Mylot,  G.  Robshaw,  G.  Lang,  J.  Dunn,  J. 
Walton,  M.  J.  Chown,  W.  Townsley,  C.  Gore, 
J.  McCoy,  W.  Bonham,  I.  Edgington,  D.  Fidg- 
ington,  F.  Epperly,  T.  Epperly,  W.  Fitzsimmons, 

H.  Hitchcock.  J.  Bumgardner,  F.  McDaniels,  T. 
Brown,  A.  S.  Lord,  L.  Wallingsford,  A.  Lon 
H.  Sweeney,  L.  Ware,  R.  W.  Esclia,  L.  Wagner, 
McCartney,  C.  Parish,  W.  Ponbeck,  E.  Stearns, 
Parkhurst,  G.  Hunt,  D.  Wilgus,  T.  Williams,  I). 
Currie,  J.  Norton,  W.  D.  Conn,  J.  Evans,  J.  Lee 
A.  Lee,  P.  Reed,  H.  Devore,  B.  F.  Linnville,  R. 
Miller,  J.  Crawford,  W.  H.  Hackett,  T.  Ilempfiil. 

Thirty- Seventh  Infantry — H.  Mockmore,  J.  Tan- 
nehill,  W.  K.  Tyler,  D.  Lefever,  T.  Craig,  H.  B. 
Brannau,  A.  Edwards,  V.  Darland. 

Second  Cavalry  —  AY.  Wiggins,  J.  Toren,  J. 
Schmeltzer,  J.  Schiller,  J.  Hodges,  L.  C.  Loomis,  L. 
H.  Waterman,  N.  F.  Avery,  L.  Avery,  G.  Brown, 
J.  M.  Terry,  R.  Hutcheson,  G.  D.  Graves,  I.  R. 
Dunn,  J.  Wallingsford,  E.  Brown,  J.  Hancock,  M. 
Lee,  A.  Opel,  J.  Simpson,  P.  Smith,  G.  Ridgeway, 
A.  Cradock,  C.  Neuberner,  G.  AY.  Heinly,  J.  Coble, 
H.  Berner,  I.  Norris,  I.  M.  Smith,  J.  Thompson,  J. 
W.  Vanderwort,  H.  Wigham,  J.  P.  Dunn,  G.  Dar¬ 
land. 

Third  Cavalry — F.  G.  Whittaker. 

Eighth  Cavalry — L.  Loomis,  J.  Horton,  R.  Cun¬ 
ningham,  AV.  C.  Vail. 

Ninth  Cavalry — D.  T.  Watkins,  L.  Nietzel,  J. 
Rigenbogen,  J.  Huler,  P.  Poston,  P.  D.  Patterson, 
N.  Cooper. 

Regiments  Unknown — J.  Jacks,  S.  Jackson,  W. 
H.  Chapman,  B.  Lyons,  C.  Nichols,  N.  Rhienhart, 
F.  Finn,  T.  W.  Adams,  G.  W.  Sissel,  AAr.  R.  Aikens, 
•J.  Clark. 

Second  Ohio  Infantry — FI.  M.  Pigman. 

Fourth  Ohio  Infantry — J.  Brookes. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  MUSCATINE  COUNTY  VETERANS. 

During  the  month  of  March,  1880,  the  old  sol¬ 
diers  then  residing  in  Muscatine  County,  organized 
themselves  into  companies  as  follows: 

Company  A,  Sweetland  Township,  forty-seven 
men.  Captain,  J.  B.  Jester;  F'irst  Lieutenant,  J.  B. 
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Downer;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Anderson:  First 
Sergeant,  J.  A.  Covil. 

Company  B,  Muscatine  City,  sixty-nine  men. 
Captain,  J.  W.  Berry;  First  Lieutenant,  John  Rob¬ 
ertson;  Second  Lieutenant,  D.  B.  Huffman;  First 
Sergeant,  J.  H.  Carl. 

Company  C,  Bloomington  and  Lake  Townships, 
twenty -nine  men.  Captain,  J.  W.  Miller ; ' First 
Lieutenant,  A.  B.  Bamford;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Robert  Wood;  First  Sergeant,  W.  S.  Fultz. 

Company  D,  Goshen  Township,  twenty'  men. 
Captain.  Robert  Booth ;  First  Lieutenant,  G.  W. 
Scott;  Second  Lieutenant,  H.  B.  Waters;  First  Ser¬ 
geant,  Robert  Barklow. 

Company  E,  Wilton  Township,  fifty  men.  Cap¬ 
tain,  L.  F.  Kritz;  First  Lieutenant,  J.  M.  Kean; 
Second  Lieutenant,  II.  S.  Wise;  First  Sergeant,  F. 
AV.  Doran. 

Company  F,  Muscatine,  thirty-one  men.  Cap¬ 
tain,  R.  H.  McCampbell;  First  Lieutenant,  Benja¬ 
min  Beach;  Second  Lieutenant,  A.  S.  Knowles; 
First  Sergeant,  R.  Hawley. 

Company  G,  Muscatine,  twenty-three  men.  Cap¬ 
tain,  G.  O.  Morgridge;  First  Lieutenant,  AY.  H. 
Woodward;  Second  Lieutenant,  J.  E.  Coe;  First 
Sergeant,  A.  K.  Raff. 

Company  II,  Muscatine,  forty-four  men.  Cap¬ 
tain  G.  Bitzer;  First  Lieutenant,  N.  M.  Brown;  Sec¬ 
ond  Lieutenant,  George  Keckler;  First  Sergeant, 
II.  P.  Jones. 

Company  I,  AYest  Liberty,  twenty-seven  men. 
Captain,  J.  AV.  McElravy;  First  Lieutenant,  C.  AV. 
Hodge;  Second  Lieutenant,  A.  AY.  Nicols;  First 
Sergeant,  George  Foster. 

Company  K,  Cedar  and  Orono  Townships,  thirty- 
nine  men.  Captain,  O.  II.  P.  Linn;  First  Lieuten¬ 
ant,  Holland  McGrew;  Second  Lieutenant,  Eli  F. 
Cassel;  First  Sergeant,  A.  Hendrix. 

Muscatine  Veteran  Battery,  thirty-three  men. 
Captain,  John  Robertson. 

Delegates  from  the  different  companies  met  in  the 
city  hall,  Muscatine,  March  29, 1 880,  and  organized 
the  regiment  by  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  and 
by-laws,  and  elected  the  following  named  officers  to 
serve  for  one  year:  Colonel,  AV.  S.  Robertson;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel,  J.  B.  Bore;  Major,  Lyman  Allen, 
Surgeon,  H.  M.  Dean;  Chaplin,  F.  Mathers. 


By  general  order,  No.  1,  from  Col.  Robertson, 
the  following  staff  officers  were  appointed :  Adju¬ 
tant,  C.  C.  Horton;  Quartermaster,  Richard  Cadle; 
Quartermaster-Sergeant,  A.  M.  Amlong. 

The  regiment  took  charge  of  the  exercises  on  the 
following  Decoration  Day,  May  29,  1880,  and  after 
the  exercises  were  over,  held  a  business  meeting  in 
the  Court  House,  and  resolved  to  hold  a  reunion 
on  the  22d  and  23d  days  of  the  following  Septem¬ 
ber.  An  invitation  was  extended  to  all  veteran 
organizations  to  join  them  in  holding  the  reunion. 
Companies  F  and  C  of  the  Iowa  National  Guards 
were  invited  to  participate  with  them.  A  commit¬ 
tee  of  arrangements  was  appointed  who  secured  the 
use  of  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  number  of 
tents  from  the  United  States  Government.  A  suc¬ 
cessful  reunion  was  held  on  the  days  selected,  a 
sham  battle  being  fought  on  the  last  day'.  This  was 
the  first  sham  battle  ever  fought  in  Muscatine 
County,  and  was  witnessed  by  thousands  of  inter¬ 
ested  spectators,  who  were  well  pleased  at  the  sight. 
It  was  successfully  conducted  in  every  detail. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  regiment  was  held  on 
the  last  Saturday  in  March,  1881,  at  which  time 
Col.  AY.  S.  Roberts  was  re-elected  Colonel;  J.  \Ar. 
McElravy,  Lieutenant-Colonel; and  AVilliam  Lundy, 
Major;  Richard  Cadle  was  reappointed  Quartermas¬ 
ter,  and  C.  C.  Horton,  Adjutant. 

On  the  28th  and  29th  of  September,  1881,  the 
regiment  participated  in  a  reunion  held  at  AVashing- 
ton,  Iowa,  which  was  a  success  in  every  respect. 
During  the  summer  of  1881,  and  before  going  to 
Washington,  the  men  of  the  regiment  supplied 
themselves  with  muskets  and  accoutrements  and 
took  10,000  blank  cartridges  with  them  to  the  re¬ 
union,  all  of  which  were  used  by  the  regiment  in  a 
sham  battle  there  held. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  the  last  Saturday  of 
March,  1882,  the  field  officers  were  re-elected  to 
gether  with  the  following  named:  Chaplin.  Lyman 
Allen;  Surgeons,  S.  M.  Cobb,  II.  M.  Dean. 

The  regiment  took  charge  of  the  exercises  on 
Decoration  Day,  May  30,  1882,  and  the  graves  of 
the  veteran  dead  were  decorated  by  their  veteran 
comrads.  During  the  fall  of  1882,  the  regiment 
participated  in  the  reunion  held  at  Clifton.  Iowa; 
some  of  the  companies  going  to  the  place  in  wagons, 
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and  taking  their  cainp-equipage,  arms,  and  am¬ 
munition  with  them. 

On  the  last  Saturday  in  March.  1  883,  the  follow¬ 
ing  named  officers  were  elected :  Colonel,  W.  S. 
Robertson;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  J.  W.  McElravy ; 
Major,  F.  W.  Doran ;  Chaplin,  M.  A.  Swain ;  Ad¬ 
jutant,  J.  D.  Yore;  Quartermaster,  R.  Cadle.  This 
year  the  regiment  attended  a  reunion  held  at  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  and  as  usual  took  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  Decoration  Day. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  on  the  last  Saturday 
of  March,  1884,  the  following  named  officers  were 
elected  :  Colonel,  C.  C.  Horton,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
F.  W.  Doran;  Major,  R.  G.  Lewis;  Surgeon,  G.  O. 
Morgridge;  Chaplin,  Rev.  H.  E.  Wing.  In  the  fall 
of  this  j'ear  a  large  and  very  successful  re-union 
was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  regiment  at  Mus¬ 
catine,  and  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful 
sham  battles  ever  fought  in  the  State  took  place  at 
that  reunion. 

During  the  year  of  1884,  several  posts  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  were  organized  in  the 
county,  and  they  have  since  taken  charge  of  the  ex¬ 
ercises  on  Decoration  Day,  and  all  other  public  ex¬ 
ercises  in  which  the  old  soldiers  were  called  upon 
to  participate.  Since  that  time  the  regiment  has 
merety  kept  up  its  organization  by  the  annual  elec¬ 
tion  of  officers.  The  present  officers  are  Colonel, 
J.  H.  Munroe;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  J.  B.  Jester; 


Major,  J.  D.  Yore;  Chaplin,  R.  H.  McCampbell; 
Surgeon,  S.  M.Cobb:  Adjutant,  S.  M.  Fultz ;  Quar¬ 
termaster,  G.  Bitzer. 

The  objects  of  the  Muscatine  County  Yeterans 
Association,  as  set  forth  in  Article  2  of  their  con¬ 
stitution,  are  as  follows: 

“The  object  of  this  association  shall  be  to  keep 
alive  and  preserve  that  kindly  and  cordial  feeling 
which  has  been  one  of  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  army  of  the  recent  war  during  its  career  in  the 
service,  and  which  gave  it  such  harmony  of  action, 
and  contributed  in  no  small  way  to  its  glorious 
achievements  in  our  country’s  cause.  The  fame  and 
glory  of  soldiers  who  entered  the  Federal  armies 
from  any  of  the  United  States,  now  living  in  Mus¬ 
catine  County,  and  connected  with  this  organization, 
shall  be  a  sacred  trust  to  this  association,  and  their 
uames  shall  be  transmitted  with  honor  to  their  pos- 
teritj'.  The  families  of  all  members  of  this  asso¬ 
ciation,  whoshall  be  in  indigent  circumstances, shall 
be  a  claim  upon  the  generosity  of  this  association, 
and  will  be  relieved  by  volunteer  contributions  by 
its  members,  whenever  brought  to  their  notice.” 

Article  7  of  the  constitution  required  the  regi¬ 
ment  to  hold  reunions  and  encampments  at  such 
times  and  places  as  might  be  determined  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  vote  at  its  annual  meetings.  Article  11  re¬ 
quires  its  members  on  the  30th  of  May  in  each  year 
to  engage  in  the  decoration  of  the  graves  of  their 
fallen  comrades. 
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|HE  great  Archimedean  lever 
that  moves  the  world  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  printing- 
press.  By  its  aid,  informa¬ 
tion  is  spread  broadcast  in 
every  part  of  the  civilized 
world,  and  where  the  public- 
speaker  attracts  the  attention  and 
gives  information  to  one  person 
the  press  gives  it  to  one  hundred. 
The  most  noted  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  to-day,  realizing  this 
fact,  bring  the  newspapers  to  their 
aid  and  often  furnish  their  ser¬ 
mons  for  publication,  even  before 
delivered.  In  this  fair  land  of 
^  ours,  a  family  without  its  weekly 

paper,  and  in  many  places  its  daily  paper,  is  con¬ 
sidered  behind  the  age.  Truly  they  are,  for  in 
almost  any  paper,  whether  printed  in  city  or  in 
country,  you  will  find  day  by  day,  or  week  by  week, 
an  epitome  of  the  news  from  all  over  the  globe. 
The  press  of  Muscatine  County  to-day  is  not  one 
whit  behind  that  of  any  other  county  in  Iowa, 
and  never  has  been.  In  fact,  it  has  always  been  rec¬ 
ognized  as  among  the  best'in  the  whole  State. 


The  Muscatine  Journal. 

bills  excellent  paper  dates  its  beginning  from 
Oct.  27,  1840,  when  it  made  its  first  ap¬ 
pearance  under  the  name  of  the  Blooming¬ 
ton  Herald ,  with  Hughes  A  llussell,  editors  and 
proprietors,  John  Russell  being  its  controlling  spirit 
He  remained  connected  with  the  paper  until  1845, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  to  Dr.  Charles  ().  Waters, 
who  became  editor,  and  held  that  position  until 
1846,  when  he  Avas  succeeded  by  M.  T.  Emerson, 
who  made  considerable  improvement  in  its  mechan¬ 
ical  appearance.  Death  soon  called  him  to  a  higher 
field  of  labor,  and  N.  L.  Stout  and  Wm.  1*.  Israel 
purchased  the  office;  the  former  assuming  editoral 
control.  The  Herald  under  his  administration 
dealt  hard  blows  at  the  institution  of  slavery. 

In  November,  1847,  John  Mahin  entered  the 
office  as  an  apprentice,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years? 
and  in  the  winter  of  1848-9  the  office  passed  into 
the  hands  of  F.  A.  C.  Foreman,  Avho  ran  the  paper 
for  about  four  months,  when  itAvas  suspended.  Six 
months  later  Noah  M.  McCormick  came  from  St. 
Louis,  revived  the  paper,  and  changed  its  name  to 
the  Muscatine  Journal.  He  continued  its  publication 
until  July,  1852,  when  it  was  sold  to  Jacob  and  John 
Mahin — father  and  son.  These  gentlemen  con- 
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ducted  the  paper  jointly  until  September,  1853, 
when  they  associated  with  them  Orion  Clemens,  a 
brother  of  “Mark  Twain.”  Mr.  Clemens  was  a 
good  printer,  a  sensible  writer,  and  an  upright  man. 
He  maintained  a  high  and  dignified  tone,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  he  infused  a  lively  degree  of  spirit 
into  the  columns  of  the  paper.  In  June,  1854,  the 
tri-weekly  edition  of  the  Journal  was  established. 

In  January,  1855,  J.  Mahin  A  Son  sold  out  the 
concern  to  Charles  H.  Wilson  and  Orion  Clemens, 
who  instituted  the  Daily  Journal  in  June  of  that 
year.  Mr.  Clemens  disposed  of  his  interest  soon 
after  that  to  James  W.  Logan,  and  the  firm  of 
Logan  &  Wilson  was  continued  until  January,  1856, 
when  D.  S.  Early  bought  out  Mr.  Wilson.  The 
same  3-ear,  Mr.  Early’s  interest  was  purchased  by 
John  Mahin  and  F.  B.  McGill.  Messrs.  Logan, 
Mahin  &  McGill  conducted  the  paper  until  August, 
1857.  At  that  date,  John  Mahin  assumed  sole 
charge  of  it,  and  continued  as  manager  without 
change  of  proprietors  until  January,  1866,  when 
L.  D.  Ingersoll  purchased  a  half  interest  and  be¬ 
came  editor.  Mr.  Ingersoll’s  connection  lasted  just 
two  years,  when  John  and  James  Mahin  became 
owners  of  the  Journal ,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Mahin  Brothers.  The  death  of  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm.  James  Mahin,  which  occured  Dec.  9, 

1 877,  necessitated  a  change  in  the  management. 
Jan.  1,  1879,  the  name  of  and  style  of  the  “Journal 
Printing  Company”  was  adopted,  with  John  Mahin, 
President;  J.  B.  Lee,  Treasurer,  and  A.W.  Lee,  Sec¬ 
retary.  The  company  was  incorporated  soon  after. 

The  Journal  has  for  3'ears  been  a  valuable  piece 
of  property,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  Republican  papers  of  Iowa.  John  Mahin  is 
well-known  throughout  the  State  and  is  one  of  the 
oldest  newspaper  men  in  the  West.  The  office  is 
well  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  printing  mate¬ 
rial,  and  is  on  of  the  best  equipped  offices  in  this 
section.  John  Mahin  is  3’et  the  efficient  editor. 


The  Muscatine  Tribune. 

if/ N  1848  H.  D.  LaCossitt  established  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Enquirer ,  and  continued  its  publication 
J}  until  1853,  when  W.  B.  Langridge  assumed 
charge,  but  only  remained  at  its  head  for  six 


months  when  Mr.  LaCossitt  resumed  control,  and 
continued  with  it  until  1854,  when  he  sold  to 
Jerome  Carskadden  and  T.  M.  Williams.  In  1855 
the  paper  became  the  property  of  Williams.  Gib¬ 
son  A  Co.,  with  Judge  Williams  as  editor.  The 
Judge — who  was  a  personal  friend  of  James  Bu¬ 
chanan — advocated  his  nomination  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency  in  1856,  and  was  gratified  at  his  election.  In 
January,  1856,  the  paper  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Daniel  S.  Biles  and  E.  W.  Clark,  but  the  latter  re¬ 
tired  after  a  few  months,  and  was  succeeded  b}r 
Samuel  McNutt,  who  became  the  editor.  This 
arrangement  lasted  but  a  short  time  when  Mr. 
Biles  continued  the  paper  alone  until  1870,  when  it 
was  suspended.  The  office  soon,  however,  passed 
into  the  hands  of  John  Trainor  King,  who  estab¬ 
lished  the  Daily  Review.  In  1861  Edward  H. 
11  layer  succeeded  Mr.  King,  and  changed  the  name 
of  the  paper  to  the  Courier.  In  1864  Barnhart 
Bros,  purchased  the  office,  and  subsequently  associ¬ 
ated  with  them  W.  W.  Witmer.  Under  this  ar¬ 
rangement  the  Courier  continued  until  1872. 

In  1870  the  Telegraph  was  established  by  E.  O. 
Upham  and  Charles  Sibley,  who  continued  its  pub¬ 
lication  for  six  months,  when  it  came  under  the 
management  of  George  W.  Van  Horne,  who 
changed  its  name  to  the  Weekly  Tribune.  In  1872 
Mr.  Van  Horne  purchased  the  Courier ,  and  merged 
it  into  the  Tribune.  In  1873  Mr.  Van  Horne  be¬ 
came  associated  with  E.  H.  and  William  Betts,  and 
in  April,  1874,  began  the  publication  of  the  Daily 
Tribune  with  a  weekty  edition.  In  April,  1877, 
Mr.  Wan  Horne  retired  from  the  office,  and  the 
paper  nras  continueed  by  Betts  Bros. 

Tlie  Muscatine  Daily  News. 

HE  Muscatine  Daily  and  Weekly  News  were 
founded  by  the  Muscatine  News  Company, 
an  incorporated  body,  in  1887;  the  first  issue 
(daily)  being  printed  December  10th  of  that  year. 
The  company  organized  with  William  Huttig  (of 
Huttig  Bros.  Manufacturing  Company)  as  Presi¬ 
dent;  Fred  Huttig,  of  the  same  firm,  as  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent;  William  Hoffman  as  Treasurer;  and  George 
W.  Van  Horne,  Secretaiy  and  Editor.  By  dint  of 
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editorial  vigor  and  news  enterprise  the  News  at  once 
commanded  public  confidence,  and  on  the  threshold 
of  its  second  year,  it  had  attained  to  a  circulation 
which  gave  it  rank  as  an  official  paper  of  its  city  and 
county.  Its  business  management  is  conducted  by  a 
board  of  directors  meeting  weekly,  and  a  managing 
solicitor,  Mr.  G.  W.  Porter.  The  News  is  indepen¬ 
dent  in  politics,  though  supporting  Grover  Cleve¬ 
land  for  re-election  on  his  tariff  reform  platform, 
and  espousing  the  Democratic  cause  of  high  license, 
in  the  issue  in  Iowa  between  that  policy  and  pro¬ 
hibition. 

The  News  is  claimed  by  its  friends,  and  recog¬ 
nized  by  its  enemies,  as  destined  to  become1  one  of 
the  leading  journals  of  the  State. 


The  Wilton  Review. 

i'HE  Wilton  Chronicle  was  the  first  paper 
published  at  Wilton,  and  was  established 
in  October,  1867,  by  Charles  Baker  and 
M.  H.  Thompson,  editors  and  proprietors.  It  was 
a  seven-column  paper  published  entirely  at  home. 
In  appearance  it  was  very  creditable,  and  the 
matter  it  contained  was  prepared  witli  care,  hav¬ 
ing  reference  chiefly  to  the  affairs  of  the  town. 
This  first  number  contained  an  interesting  de¬ 
scription  of  the  business  enterprises  of  the  town, 
and  a  history  of  the  business  men  and  their  estab¬ 
lishments.  Of  the  first  number  there  were  1,000 
copies  printed,  and  yet  the  demand  exceeded,  the 
supply.  Among  the  most  extensive  advertisers 
were  Frank  Bacon,  E.  E.  Bacon,  A.  C.  Blizzard, 

C.  B.  Strong,  and  Addis  &  Strickland.  The  Chron¬ 
icle  was  neutral  in  politics,  but  was  well  edited  and 
newsy,  and  was  attended  witli  as  good  a  degree  of 
prosperity  as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  embryo 
country  journals.  In  March,  1868,  the  name  of  C. 

D.  Eaton  appeared  as  associate  editor.  At  this 
time  there  were  employed  in  the  office  S.  J.  Mathes, 
Giles  O.  Pearce,  and  Jesse  Markee.  During  the 
ensuing  season  the  paper  was  conducted  with  great 
vigor — the  Presidential  canvass  between  Grant  and 
Colfax,  and  Seymour  and  Blair.  The  billows  of 
party  politics  ran  high,  and  the  publishers  of  the 
Chronicle ,  desiring  to  soar  above  a  neutral  position, 


communicated  their  intention  to  make  their  paper 
“fearlessly  and  implacably  Republican.”  Accord¬ 
ingly,  about  the  1st  of  June,  it  took  the  position 
indicated,  and,  amid  varied  vicissitudes  and  changes, 
maintained  it  to  the  close  of  its  career.  In  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  that  year,  after  election,  Mr.  Ihompson 
withdrew  from  the  firm;  and  the  firm  of  Baker  &. 
Eaton  continued  the  publication  of  the  Chronicle 
until  the  spring  of  1869,  in  the  meantime  starting 
the  West  Liberty  Enterprise.  In  May  of  this  year, 
while  the  firm  remained  the  same,  the  two  members 
divided  their  labors;  Mr.  Baker  remaining  with  the 
Chronicle ,  while  Mr.  Eaton  gave  his  time  to  the 
Enterprise.  In  September,  1869,  the  firm  of  Baker 
&  Eaton  was  dissolved;  Mr.  Baker  being  left  sole 
editor  and  proprietor.  Earl}r  in  the  winter  Mr. 
Baker  sold  the  office  to  Henry  C.  Ashbaugh,  who 
conducted  the  Chronicle  as  editor  and  publisher  for 
nearly  a  year.  In  the  meantime,  June,  1870,  Mr. 
Eaton  returned,  and  commenced  the  publication  of 
a  second  paper,  which  he  called  The  True  Repub¬ 
lican.  Mr.  Eaton  succeeded  tolerably  well  in  this 
enterprise,  and  in  January,  1871,  he  purchased  of 
Mr.  Ashbaugh  the  subscription-list  and  good-will 
of  the  Chronicle.  The  two  papers  were  consolidated 
by  Mr.  Eaton  as  the  Republican  and  Chronicle ,  until 
May  of  that  year,  when  lie  sold  the  entire  establish¬ 
ment  to  C.  E.  Cheesbro,  who  reduced  the  size  of 
the  paper,  and  re-christened  it  the  Wilton  ('hron- 
icle.  Early  in  the  fall  of  that  year  the  paper  was 
aoain  sold  to  Mr.  Baker,  and  in  the  following  win- 
ter  Mr.  Baker  took  as  a  partner  II.  J.  Vail,  who 
continued  about  a  year  when  he  withdrew, and  Mi. 
Baker  was  sole  owner  again  until  August,  18/3, 
when  he  leased  the  office  to  Messrs.  G.  O.  and 
G.  B.  1’earce  for  one  year.  In  July,  1874,  they 
changed  the  name  from  Chronicle  to  Herald.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  administration  of  the  l’e'arce  Brothers  val¬ 
uable  additions  were  made  to  the  material  of  the 
office — so  much  that  when  Mr.  Baker  took  his  away 
they  had  sufficient  for  every  purpose.  When  their 
term  of  lease  expired  they  purchased  the  subscrip¬ 
tion-list  and  good-will,  and  continued  the  publica¬ 
tion  until  Nov.  23,  1874,  when  they  sold  to  J.  E. 
Stevenson.  In  the  month  of  August,  18/4,  J.  M. 
Rider  A  Co.  established  a  second  paper,  called  the 
Wilton  Exponent ,  the  first  number  of  which  ap- 
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peared  Friday,  August  21,  the  next  day  after  the 
great  fire.  Both  papers  continued  publication  until 
March  10,  1876,  when  they  were  consolidated,  and 
the  names  Herald  and  Exponent  were  merged  into 
the  Review ,  edited  and  published  by  Rider  &  Stev¬ 
enson.  March  1 0,  1877,  Mr.  Stevenson  retired,  and 
the  paper  was  published  by  J.  M.  Rider  until  April 
20  of  the  same  year;  when  Mr.  William  Lee,  of 
Tipton,  became  a  half-partner,  and  the  firm  was 
stjded  Rider  &  Lee.  After  a  short  time  Mr.  Rider 
bought  out  Lee’s  interest  and  run  it  alone  until 
1884,  when  C.  L.  Butterfield  purchased  the  office, 
and  continued  the  publication  of  the  paper  until 
February,  1887,  when  Ott  &  Moynahan  became  the 
proprietors.  In  July,  1887,  Mr.  J.  T.  Moynahan 
purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  since  which  time 
he  has  run  it  alone.  The  Review  is  good-paying 
newspaper  property,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  place  in 
which  it  is  published. 


Tlie  West  Liberty  Enterprise. 

HIS  paper  first  made  its  appearance  April  4, 
1868,  and  has  therefore  completed  its  twenty- 
first  year.  It  was  established  by  Charles 
Baker,  who  continued  its  publication  about  six 
months,  and  then  sold  to  C.  D.  Eaton  and  Geo. 
Trurnbo.  In  1869  Mr.  Trumbo  became  sole  pro¬ 
prietor.  In  1873  he  associated  with  himself  in  its 
publication  A.  R.  Fuller,  the  partnership  continuing 
until  January,  1874,  when  Mr.  Fuller  retired.  In 
February  following  J.  W.  McElravy  purchased  the 
office,  and  continued  the  publication  of  the  paper. 
In  1884  McDonald  &  Benjamin  became  the  pub¬ 
lishers;  and  in  1887  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Charles  A.  Bancroft,  its  present  editor  and  propri¬ 
etor.  The  Enterprise  is  a  six-column  quarto,  and 
has  a  good  local  circulation.  Mr.  Bancroft  is  a 
writer  of  fine  ability,  and  under  his  management  the 
paper  has  met  with  deserved  success.  In  con¬ 


nection  with  the  paper  is  a  good  job-office,  and  the 
proprietor  is  ready  at  all  times  to  turn  out  first- 
class  work  at  living  prices. 


The  Wapsie  Index, 

LEADING  journal  of  Muscatine  County, 
Iowa,  was  established  in  November,  1880, 
by  A.  II.  &  4V.  D.  Smith,  as  an  advocate 
of  Republican  principles.  These  gentlemen 
continued  the  publication  of  the  Index  for  a  year, 
when  they  sold  out  to  C.  H.  McNichols,  whoedited 
it  for  a  few  months,  and  then  admitted  Mr.  Smedly  as 
a  partner.  For  a  year  it  was  published  by  those  two 
gentlemen,  who  then  sold  to  E.  C.  Thomas,  who  re¬ 
mained  its  editor  and  proprietor  until  the  month  of 
February.  1884.  At  that  time  J.  Maxson  &  Co. 
became  the  owners  of  the  paper,  and  James  Morgan 
was  made  its  editor.  The  firm  consisted  of  J. 
Maxson,  Caleb  Elliott,  and  Jas.  Morgan.  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Maxson  and  Mr.  Morgan 
became  the  proprietors  of  the  Index ,  which  they 
continued  to  publish  until  October,  1887,  when  the 
latter  withdrew;  Mr.  Maxson  carrying  on  the  paper 
alone  until  July,  1888.  At  that  time  the  paper 
again  changed  hands;  N.  W.  Ball  becoming  the 
proprietor  and  editor.  It  is  a  weekly  journal  pub¬ 
lished  every  Thursday,  and  has  a  circulation  of 
eight  hundred.  It  is  a  bright,  newsy  sheet  of  eight 
pages  of  six  columns  each,  and  is  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  town  and  community. 

The  Dairy  and  Farm  Journal,  which  was  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  dairy  and  of  agriculture  was 
established  in  1881,  by  Jonathan  Maxson,  who  con¬ 
tinued  its  publication  until  the  month  of  October. 
1887.  It  was  published  monthly,  had  a  circulation 
of  twelve  hundred  copies,  and  was  highly  prized  by 
the  subscribers,  as  it  gave  them  many  hints,  and 
much  useful  information  on  the  subjects  which  its 
name  indicates. 
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P.  WALTON,  formerly  a 
reporter  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  and  now  to  the  Sig¬ 
nal  Service  of  the  War  De¬ 
partment  at  "Washington,  D. 
C.,  compiled  this  weather  history" 
from  a  record  now  in  his  posses¬ 
sion;  commenced  by"  the  lion.  T. 
S.  Parvin,  now  of  Iowa  City,  on 
Jan.  1,  1839,  and  continued  by  him 
until  1861,  when  the  Ilev.  John 
Upford  took  charge  of  the  instru¬ 
ments  and  made  the  records  for 
two  years.  In  the  year  1863  they 
passed  into  the  hands  of  J.  P.  Wal¬ 
ton,  who  still  retains  them  and  con¬ 
tinues  taking  observations.  Thus  we  have  at  Mus¬ 
catine  a  continuous  record  of  three  times  a  day,  for 
more  than  fifty  years.  This  is  the  oldest  and  most 
authentic  record  in  the  West,  taken  at  one  locality. 

When  the  early  settlers  reached  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  they  found  drift-wood  and  high-water 
marks  which  indicated  that  the  river  had  been  high 
at  a  recent  date,  fully  twelve  inches  higher  than  in 
1851,  or  than  it  has  been  since.  Tradition  places 
this  event  in  1828. 

The  autumn  of  1837  was  warm  and  pleasant. 
The  river  was  high.  Steamboats  ran  all  the  fall 
and  brought  settlers  and  provisions  until  winter 
set  in,  which  was  about  the  middle  of  December. 
The  winter  of  1837-38  was  open  and  wet  during 


the  first  half.  The  month  of  February  and  the  first 
ten  days  of  March  were  quite  cold.  The  early  set¬ 
tlers  say  that  ice  floated  in  the  river  nearly  two 
months.  The  river  closed  February  14,  and  good 
hauling  lasted  three  weeks.  It  opened  March  24. 
The  spring  of  1838  was  late  in  coming,  but  grass 
grew  early  and  sufficient  for  cattle  to  live  upon  by 
the  1st  of  April.  Weather  dry  during  May  and  the 
first  half  of  June.  The  river  was  high  and  steam¬ 
boats  were  numerous,  all  loaded  with  immigrants. 
The  summer  and  autumn  were  delightful.  The 
crops  were  fine;  but  the  ague,  which  afflicted  three- 
fourths  of  the  early  settlers,  interfered  with  their 
being  gathered.  The  river  was  low  in  the  fall; 
boats  scarce.  Ice  commenced  running  about  the 
20th  of  November,  when  the  winter  of  1838-39 
commenced,  which  was  not  unusually  severe,  there 
being  only  from  eight  to  twelve  inches  of  snow 
throughout  the  season.  The  river  closed  Decem¬ 
ber  4;  and  opened  on  the  1st  of  March,  1839. 

March,  April,  and  May  of  1839  were  unusually 
pleasant,  with  sufficient  rain  for  good  crops.  June 
was  warm  and  quite  damp.  July  and  August  dry 
and  not  excessively  warm.  September  dry,  with  an 
early  frost  on  the  12th.  October  warm  but  quite 
wet;  there  being  fourteen  rainy"  days  during  the 
month.  On  November  23,  four  inches  of  snow 
fell  and  winter  set  in.  Ice  commenced  running  on 
the  24th  of  December. 

In  the  winter  of  1839-40,  the  river  closed  Janu¬ 
ary  15,  and  opened  on  the  29th  of  February. 


Thirty-three  inches  of  snow  fell  during  the  winter; 
but  the  weather  was  not  excessively  cold.  The 
March  and  April  in  1840  were  dry;  river  high,  and 
spring  early.  May  was  a  wet  month  with  thirteen 
rainy  days.  June  wet;  July,  August,  and  Septem¬ 
ber  cold.  The  thermometer  did  not  reach  90  de¬ 
grees  this  season.  October  and  November  pleasant. 
Vegetation  killed  by  a  frost  on  the  24th  of  Octo¬ 
ber.  Winter  commenced  very  moderately  on  the  1st 
of  December. 

The  winter  of  1840-41  was  an  average  winter. 
The  thermometer  went  below  zero  eleven  times. 
River  closed  December  31,  and  opened  March  1. 
March  of  1841  was  cool.  April  and  May  warm. 
June,  July,  and  August  hot.  Thermometer  nine¬ 
teen  days  above  90  degrees.  September,  October, 
and  November  pleasant.  A  light  frost  September 
11.  A  killing  frost  October  3.  Winter  began 
on  November  26. 

The  winter  of  1841-42  was  light.  The  ther¬ 
mometer  touched  zero  only  seven  times  during  the 
winter.  The  river  closed  December  27,  and  opened 
February  28.  March,  April,  and  May  were  moder¬ 
ate^  warm.  June  was  cool;  July  the  same,  but 
the  thermometer  reached  90  degrees  eight  times,  it 
being  quite  changeable,  ranging  from  50  to  90  de¬ 
grees.  August  was  more  settled,  with  a  mean  of 
68  degrees.  September  and  October  warm.  On 
the  15th  of  November,  the  longest  winter  on  rec¬ 
ord  commenced.  December  was  steadity  cold,  with 
a  mean  of  21  degrees. 


The  winter  of  1842-43  is  known  as  the  “long 
winter.”  DeJames  Weed,  an  old  settler,  saj-s  it 
snowed  on  the  9th  quite  deep,  and  winter  com¬ 
menced  that  day.  Stanton  Printis,  another  old 
settler,  left  a  record  as  follows:  ‘‘November  17, 
snowed  tins  morning  four  or  five  inches  deep,  a  ter¬ 
ribly  strong  wind  from  the  northwest,  and  very 
cold.”  Parvin  records  ice  commenced  running  in 
the  river  on  the  18th.  The  river  closed  November 
26;  and  opened  on  April  8,  1843.  Ice  formed  three 
feet  thick  on  the  river.  Snow  was  thirty  inches 
deep  in  the  woods  during  these  five  months.  The 
thermometer  was  down  to  zero  thirty-five  days. 
Spring  began  on  the  10th  of  April,  but  “came  in 
earnest  when  it  came.”  May  was  quite  warm; 
June  moderate;  July  and  August  hot — the  ther¬ 


mometer  90  degrees  twent}r-two  days;  September 
and  October  warm;  November  moderate;  Decem¬ 
ber  warm,  with  a  mean  of  31  degrees. 

The  winter  of  1843-44  was  quite  open.  The 
river  closed  January  24  and  opened  February  23. 
The  spring  of  1844  was  earty.  The  summer  was 
an  average  one.  The  autumn  months  excellent.  The 
winter  set  in  December  8,  but  the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber  was  very  moderate. 

The  winter  of  1844-45  was  light.  The  river 
closed  December  27,  and  opened  February  18.  The 
thermometer  went  to  zero  but  four  times  in  the  early 
part  of  December.  The  spring  of  1845  was  earl}'. 
The  summer  long,  with  July  hot.  September  and 
October  warm.  Frost  the  12th  of  October.  Win¬ 
ter  set  in  November  23.  December  cold;  down 
to  zero  ten  days. 

The  winter  of  1845-46  was  cold  during  the  first 
month  and  moderate  the  last  two.  The  river  closed 
December  1  and  opened  January  20.  The  spring  of 
1846  opened  early,  but  a  light  frost  occurred  on 
the  15th  day  of  May.  June  cold.  July  and  August 
warm.  September,  October,  and  November  pleas¬ 
ant.  December  warm. 

The  winter  of  1846-47  commenced  November 
26,  but  did  not  end  until  the  17th  of  March,  1847. 
December  was  moderate.  January  cold,  with  17 
degrees  below  zero.  February  rather  moderate.  The 
river  closed  January  6,  and  opened  March  19. 
March  almost  as  cold  as  February.  April,  May,  and 
June  cold  and  backward.  July  and  August  con¬ 
siderably  below  the  average.  September,  October, 
and  November  were  warm  for  the  season.  A  light 
frost  on  the  9th  of  October.  December  moderate, 
with  a  mean  temperature  of  twenty-five  degrees. 

The  winter  of  1847-48  commenced  November 
26,  and  ended  March  6.  The  river  closed  Decem¬ 
ber  15  and  opened  February  16.  The  winter  was 
mild,  with  but  little  cold  weather.  March  and  April 
of  1848  were  about  average  months.  May  was 
warm.  June,  July,  August,  and  September  cold. 
Thermometer  was  not  above  85  degrees.  Frost 
the  22d  of  September.  October  mild.  November 
and  December  were  cold. 

The  winter  of  1848-49  commenced  November  24, 
and  ended  February  20.  The  river  closed  December 
15,  and  opened  February  12.  December  had  six  days 
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below  zero.  January  eleven — one  day  24  below. 
February  ten  days.  A  cold,  but  not  a  long  win¬ 
ter.  The  spring  of  1849  was  cold  and  backward. 
The  thermometer  down  to  30  on  the  1st  of  May. 
June,  July,  and  August  cold.  Highest  thermometer 
during  the  year  89  degrees.  Frost  June  6.  Septem¬ 
ber,  October,  and  November  delightful.  The  first 
frost  October  8.  December,  steady  cold  weather. 

The  winter  of  1849-50  began  November  27,  and 
ended  February  23.  River  closed  December  17, 
and  opened  February  19.  January,  1850,  quite 
moderate  and  wet.  February  cold  during  the  first 
part,  and  warm  at  the  close.  Eight  inches  of  water 
fell.  March  and  April  backward  and  showery. 
May  backward  and  cold.  June  warm  and  pleasant. 
July  and  August  warm  and  showery.  September, 
October,  and  November  moderate;  with  early  frost 
on  September  7.  December  pleasant,  with  seven 
inches  of  snow  on  the  ground.  The  last  steamboat 
passed  down  on  the  2d  of  the  month.  Ice  running 
in  the  river  on  the  3d. 

The  winter  of  1850-51  commenced  November 
28  and  ended  March  9.  River  closed  January  30 
and  opened  the  21st  of  February.  January  moder¬ 
ate,  with  five  inches  of  snow.  February  mild.  First 
half  of  March  snowy;  last  half,  mild.  April  moder¬ 
ate,  with  a  hard  snow;  on  the  29th.  A  hard  frost 
on  the  5th  of  May.  Light  frost  on  the  24th. 
Twenty-one  rainy  days  in  June — fourteen  and  three- 
fourths  inches  of  water  fell.  On  the  8th  of  June 
the  Mississippi  River  was  higher  than  it  had  been 
since  1828.  Jul}7  cold  and  wet.  Eight  inches  of 
water  fell.  August  cold  and  rainy.  Fourteen  inches 
of  rain  fell.  On  the  night  of  the  10th  10.71  inches 
of  water  fell,  which  washed  out  bridges  generally, 
and  carried  off  houses  along  the  creek.  Four  per¬ 
sons  drowned  while  trying  to  escape  from  the  Hood. 
This  was  the  final  hard  rain  of  the  season.  Septem¬ 
ber  about  as  warm  as  August,  with  a  light  frost  on 
the  25  and  a  hard  frost  on  the  28th.  Aurora  bore¬ 
alis  on  the  29th.  October  pleasant  and  smok}'. 
November  11th  snow  fell  seven  inches  deep.  The 
last  boat  of  the  season  on  December  12.  Ice  com¬ 
menced  running  on  the  13th.  Winter  began  De¬ 
cember  10,  which  closed  the  wet  season  of  1851  — 
the  wettest  on  record  up  to  this  time. 

The  winter  of  1851-52  was  cold  during  the  last 


half  of  December  and  the  whole  of  January.  Feb¬ 
ruary  was  mild  and  muddy.  The  river  closed  De¬ 
cember  18,  and  opened  February  24.  First  boat 
up  March  5.  Running  ice  on  the  19th.  The  month 
cold.  The  average  temperature  36  degrees.  Ice  five 
inches  on  the  31st.  April  backward.  May  warmer, 
froston  the  20th.  June,  July,  and  August  cold  and 
dry.  September  warm  and  wet.  The  first  frost  on  the 
26th.  October  and  November  cold  and  wet.  lee 
commenced  to  run  in  the  river  November  19.  No¬ 
vember  and  December  were  not  excessively  cold. 

The  winter  of  1852-53  was  moderate.  There  were 
not  more  than  eight  days  in  which  the  thermometer 
went  below  zero.  The  river  closed  December  19, 
and  opened  February  25.  First  boat  March  7. 
March,  April,  and  May  forward,  but  subject  to  frost? 
the  last  on  the  25th  of  May.  June  was  remarkably 
hot,  its  mean  temperature  being  71  degees.  July, 
cold;  mean  temperature  68.  August  the  same  as 
June,  with  a  mean  of  71  degees,  but  dry.  The  first 
frost  September  10.  October  and  November  cold 
and  dry.  December  moderate,  with  ice  running  on 
the  2d.  There  was  an  abundant  harvest  of  grain 
and  fruit  this  year. 

The  winter  of  1853-54  had  but  little  snow  all 
winter.  January  cold,  eleven  days  down  to  zero. 
February  milder.  River  closed  December  31  and 
opened  March  1.  First  boat  the  5th.  March.  April, 
and  May  were  warm  and  forward.  The  last  frost 
on  May  2.  June,  July,  August,  and  September  were 
hot  and  dry.  Thirty-nine  days  with  the  thermome¬ 
ter  90  degrees  in  the  shade.  At  one  time  there  were 


twelve  consecutive  days  above  90°.  October  warm, 
with  the  first  frost  on  the  15th.  November  dry 
and  pleasant.  December  mild.  Ice  began  running 
on  the  5th. 

The  winter  of  1854-55  was  a  light  winter.  The 
latter  part  of  February  was  cold  with  a  deep  snow. 
The  river  closed  January  22;  opened  March  7. 
March  was  cold.  April  and  May  warm,  with  a  frost 
that  killed  most  of  the  fruit  on  the  6th  of  May. 
June,  July,  and  August  moderate  for  the  season. 
September  pleasant.  The  first  frost  on  the  27th. 
The  river  very  low.  The  river  became  high  on  the 
12th  of  October.  Ice  commenced  running  in  the 
river  December  12,  and  closed  the  25.  Thirteen 
inches  of  snow  on  the  ground.  j 
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Iii  the  winter  of  1855-56,  December,  January, 
February,  and  the  first  half  of  March,  were  cold  with 
ice  two  and  one-half  feet  thick.  River  opened  the 
29th  of  March.  April  moderate.  May  warm.  June 
and  July  warm.  August  cold  with  the  river  veiy 
low.  A  dry  season,  but  crops  were  good.  First  frost 
August  24.  First  half  of  October  dry.  The  backward 
and  early  frost  greatly  damaged  the  corn-crop. 
November  unusually  wet.  No  Indian  summer. 
December  was  cold  and  changeable.  River  closed 
December  6. 

Winter  of  1856-57 — December  cold  and  snowy. 
January  cold ;  mean  for  the  month  was  6  degrees. 
Nineteen  days  below.  One  day  30  degrees  below. 
February  more  moderate  with  enough  snow  to  block 
all  the  railroads.  On  the  7th  a  heavy  rain  fell,  which 
carried  out  bridges  and  did  considerable  damage. 
The  river  opened  February  27,  with  a  high  stage  of 
water.  The  first  boat  of  the  season  on  the  28th. 
The  river  above  Muscatine  did  not  open  until  the 
22d  of  March.  Spring  backward.  April  30,  not  a 
green  thing  to  be  seen.  The  country  was  destitute 
of  hay  or  straw;  cattle  suffered  for  the  want  of  it. 
Season  a  month  later  than  usual.  June  5,  light  frost. 
First  strawberries  on  the  21st  of  June.  July  and 
August  moderately  warm.  First  frost  October  14. 
A  great  deal  of  corn  was  frost-bitten.  November 
wet  and  showeiy.  Ice  running  the  19th.  A  steam¬ 
boat  on  the  25th.  The  river  closed  the  same  day; 
opened  the  30th.  December  mild  and  muddy.  No 
ice  in  the  river.  Boats  running  nearly  all  the  month. 

The  winter  of  1857-58,  mild.  Boats  ran  all  the 
month  of  January,  and  some  of  February.  May  was 
wet,  and  farmers  unable  to  plow.  River  very  high. 
June  hot  and  wet.  July  rainy  and  cold.  August  and 
September  cold  and  wet.  First  frost  on  the  12th  of 
September.  Corn  ripened  well;  wheat  and  oats  a 
failure.  Ice  commenced  running  on  the  19th  of 
November.  The  river  closed  suddenly  on  the  25th 
and  opened  on  the  30th.  December  mild.  Boats 
running  very  late;  the  last  one  on  the  28th. 

The  winter  of  1858-59  was  open  and  soft.  The 
river  closed  January  7th  and  opened  February  21. 
March  mild.  The  spring  and  summer  about  aver¬ 
age.  October  and  November  very  pleasant.  A  hard 
frost  on  the  night  of  September  1  greatly  injured 
the  corn  and  buckwheat. 


The  winter  of  1859-60  was  well  supplied  with 
snow.  January  cold.  February  milder.  The  river 
closed  December  8  and  opened  Feb.  28.  River  low. 
First  steamboat  March  1.  On  the  20th  of  May  hail 
covered  the  ground  one  inch  deep.  June  3  the 
Camanche  tornado  passed  about  thirty  miles  north 
of  here.  July  was  hot;  August  and  September 
pleasant,  with  a  light  frost  September  11.  Severe 
frost  October  11,  which  killed  flowers  and  vegtation. 
Winter  set  in  November  19,  with  snow  that  lasted 
all  winter.  December  cold.  River  closed  Decem¬ 
ber  15. 

Winter  of  1860-61.  January  cold.  February 
moderate.  River  opened  March  2.  March  cold. 
April  and  May  seasonable.  June,  July,  and  August 
hot;  100  degrees  in  the  shade  August  2,  4,  and  7. 
September  rainy.  Frost  on  the  23d  of  October. 
Winter  commenced  November  30.  December  mild. 
Eight  inches  of  snow  on  the  ground  the  22d. 

The  winter  of  1861-62  was  a  winter  of  deep  snow. 
River  closed  December  28  and  opened  March  25. 
January  had  twelve  days  below  zero,  and  forty- 
four  inches  of  snow  fell.  February,  twenty-three 
inches  of  snow,  and  eleven  days  below  zero.  Win¬ 
ter  ended  March  6.  Ninty-four  inches  of  snow  had 
fallen  during  that  season  and  railroads  were  blocked 
up.  The  spring  was  not  backward.  June,  July,  and 
August  hot  and  dry.  September,  October,  and  No¬ 
vember  warm.  First  frost  October  10.  Winter  be¬ 
gan  November  25.  December  mild.  River  closed 
on  the  7th  and  opened  on  the  12th.  Clear  of  ice  on 
the  13th. 

The  winter  of  1862-63  was  an  open  winter. 
Thermometer  down  to  zero  but  twice  in  January 
and  February.  But  little  snow  or  rain.  Spring 
early.  Good  feed  by  April  7.  Light  frost  May 
18.  Cherries  as  large  as  peas,  but  not  damaged. 
June  2,  frost  killed  cucumbers  in  many  localities. 
June  and  July  cold  and  dry.  August  warm  and 
rainy,  with  a  verjr  light  frost  on  the  30th.  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  there  was  a  frost  which  damaged  the  corn 
and  fall  crops  in  the  Northwest,  but  it  did  not 
damage  Muscatine’s.  September  19,  frost.  Snow 
October  22.  Ice  commenced  running  in  the  ri 
November  28.  Last  boat  down  the  27th.  Fer 
boat  went  into  winter  quarters  December  14.  Ri 
closed  the  18th.  Eight  inches  of  heavy,  wet  sn 
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the  28th  that  broke  in  the  roofs  of  several  buildings. 

The  winter  of  1,863-64  was  a  winter  of  good 
sleighing.  January  colei  and  dry.  February  milder. 
The  last  teams  crossed  the  ice  on  the  river  on  the 
24th.  Ice  started  on  the  ‘25th;  stopped,  started,  and 
stopped  again  on  the  26th,  and  went  out  the  27th. 
March  cold  and  raw.  Five  inches  of  snow  fell. 
The  first  steamer  up  the  7th.  April  cold.  Frost 
enough  May  1 1  to  look  white  on  the  grass.  Last 
half  of  May  hot.  July  1,  grass-crop  short,  but 
better  than  last  year.  Wheat  excellent.  Corn 
rather  backward.  Rye  and  barley  good.  Potatoes 
looked  well.  Apples  and  grapes  plentiful.  July, 
August,  September,  and  October  very  excellent 
weather.  A  frost  September  19.  A  killing  frost 
October  9.  A  light  snow  October  21.  November 
cold,  stormy,  and  unpleasant.  Ice  plenty  on  the 
18th.  Ferry-boat  froze  up  on  the  21st.  River 
froze  over  the  24th.  Ice  broke  up  on  the  25th. 
Boats  commenced  running  on  the  26th.  December 
1,  the  last  boat  down;  9th,  ice  stopped  running; 
12th,  teams  crossed  on  the  ice.  December  31,  ice 
fifteen  inches  thick  on  the  channel.  The  3’ ear  1864 
was  dry.  Only  32.73  inches  of  water  fell. 

But  little  snow  fell  during  the  winter  of  1864- 
65.  There  was  not  enough  at  one  time  to  make 
sleighing.  The  weather  was  not  excessively  cold. 
The  last  team  crossed  on  the  ice  February  21,  and 
wild  ducks  were  flying.  The  ice  started  above  the 
city  on  the  22d,  but  did  not  go  out  until  March  1. 
March  cold  and  backward.  Wheat  was  sown  until 
the  middle  of  April.  Grass  not  sufficient  for  cat¬ 
tle  until  the  25th.  Frost  did  considerable  damage. 
Last  frost  May  1 1.  June  warm,  with  plenty  of  rain. 
July  and  August  cold.  September  warm.  A  light 
frost  October  3.  A  killing  frost  October  29.  In¬ 
dian  summer  all  through  November.  It  rained  but 
one  day.  Twenty-two  days  without  a  cloud.  De¬ 
cember  cold,  but  not  stormy.  Plenty  of  ice  in  the 
river.  Ferry-boat  laid  up  on  the  11th.  Ice  stopped 
running  the  13tli.  The  year  1865  was  dry  and 
favorable;  but  33.71  inches  of  water  fell. 

The  winter  of  1865—66  was  colder  than  the  aver¬ 
age.  There  were  thirty-seven  days  of  sleighing, 
and  seventy-seven  days  of  crossing  on  the  ice. 
March  7,  the  ice  on  the  river  started,  and  ran  about 
one  hundred  yards  and  stopped,  and  went  out  on 


the  9th.  March  cold  and  backward.  The  last 
snow  disappeared  on  the  31st.  Even  by  April  8 
the  ice  of  last  winter  still  lay  along  the  river- 
banks.  April  26,  grass  enough  for  cattle.  May  5, 
the  river  at  its  highest.  It  was  said  to  be  only  six 
inches  below  1851.  May  29,  frost  damaged  corn 
and  fruit.  June  and  July  warm.  August  and 
September  pleasant.  A  light  frost  October  11. 
Killing  frost  on  the  31st.  November  28,  the  first 
appearance  of  winter.  November  30,  ice  floating 
in  the  river.  December  1,  the  last  boat  down. 
Ferry-boat  laid  up  on  the  17th,  and  the  ice  stopped 
running.  December  27,  teams  crossed  on  the  ice; 
31.94  inches  of  water  fell  during  this  year. 

’  The  winter  of  1866-67  was  moderate,  with  snow 
in  January  and  February.  Ice  froze  eighteen  inches 
thick  on  the  river.  March  cold.  Last  team  crossed 
the  river  on  the  21st.  Ice  started  on  the  29th  and 
stopped.  March  30,  migratory  birds  made  their 
appearance  fully  one  month  later  than  usual.  The 
ice  went  out  April  1.  Ferry-boat  “Decalion”  made 
her  first  trip  on  the  6th.  April  18,  the  first  frog 
singing.  This  was  one  of  the  latest  springs  on 
record.  May  1,  grass  plenty  in  the  sloughs  for  cat¬ 
tle;  17th,  a  light  frost.  June  2!),  the  river  as  high 
last  season.  July,  August,  and  September  dry  and 
pleasant.  Light  frost  on  the  1  Oth  of  September. 
Killing  frost  October  20.  October  31,  the  first 
white  frost  of  the  season.  November  30,  ice  run¬ 
ning  in  the  river.  This  fall  was  one  of  the  best 
ever  known.  Indian  summer  for  near  three  months. 
December  1,  the  last  boat  up.  Ferry-boat  went 
into  winter  quarters  on  the  7th.  River  froze  over 
on  the  18th.  On  the  23d,  teams  crossed  on  the  ice. 
A  dry  year.  Amount  of  rain-fall,  32.24  inches. 

The  winter  of  1867-68  was  colder  than  the  aver¬ 
age.  January  and  February  had  eighteen  days  be¬ 
low  zero.  But  little  snow.  Ice  twenty  inches  thick 
on  the  river.  February  10,  the  thermometer  was 
32  degrees  below  zero — the  lowest  point  on  record. 
March  7,  ice  started  out  and  stopped,  and  went  out 
the  10th.  First  steamboat  the  1 3th.  Grass  abun¬ 
dant  by  the  first  of  April.  May  3,  a  tornado  that 
destroyed  a  number  of  buildings  passed  three  miles 
north  of  the  city.  June  and  July  hot.  July  had 
nineteen  days  90  degrees  above  zero.  It  was  the 
hottest  July  for  thirty  years.  August  moderate 


and  dry.  September  wet,  with  light  frost  on  the 
16th.  A  killing  frost  October  4.  The  fall  good 
until  November  17.  Winter  began  the  17tli.  No¬ 
vember  14,  a  fine  display  of  meteors  was  observed. 
Thirty  were  counted  in  fifteen  minutes.  December 
was  cold.  Ferry-boat  laid  up  on  the  8th.  River 
closed  the  19th,  and  opened  the  next  day.  Closed 
the  second  time  the  25th.  A  few  teams  crossed  on 
the  29th;  43.14  inches  water  fell  during  this  year. 

The  winter  of  1868-69  was  moderate,  and  with 
ten  inches  of  snow  in  December.  January  and 
February  mild.  Ice  started  in  the  river  on  the 
12th,  and  went  out  on  the  15th.  Migratory  birds 
the  16th.  First  boat  the  20th.  March  7,  river 
closed.  Ice  went  out  the  23d,  having  been  closed 
sixteen  days.  Horses  crossed  for  seven  days.  April 
cold  and  backward.  May  seasonable.  June  and 
July  cold  and  rainy,  with  severe  floods.  August 
but  little  better.  September  and  October  dry  and 
fine.  A  light  frost  September  26th.  A  hard  one 
October  13.  November  cold,  wet  and  disagreea¬ 
ble,  and  fifteen  inches  of  snow  fell.  Winter  began 
the  12th.  Ice  running  the  20th.  Last  boat  De¬ 
cember  3. 

The  winter  of  1869-70  commenced  in  November. 
December  was  mild,  with  thermometer  at  zero  but 
once.  January  mild.  Zero  but  three  times;  al¬ 
though  there  was  an  abundance  of  snow.  River 
closed  on  the  9th.  February  mild  and  dry.  Ice 
started  March  19  and  stopped.  March  18,  teams 
crossed.  March  22,  ice  went  out.  March  23,  first 
boat.  April  25,  the  river  was  three  inches  higher 
than  in  1851.  Spring  forward.  May  14,  straw¬ 
berries  ripe.  June  intensely  hot;  100  degrees  in 
the  shade  on  the  30th.  Ten  days  with  the  ther¬ 
mometer  90  degrees  above  zero.  July  had  eight¬ 
een  days  above  90  degrees,  and  four  over  100 
degrees.  On  the  19th  it  was  102|  degrees.  August 
was  quite  moderate,  having  four  and  a  half  inches 
of  rain-fall.  September  and  October  rainy.  First 
frost  October  12.  November  wet.  December  dry. 
Ice  began  to  run  on  the  14tli.  Stopped  the  21st. 
Teams  crossed  the  23d. 

The  winter  of  1870-71  was  moderate,  with  con¬ 
siderable  snow.  Crossing  the  river  for  two  months. 
Ice  started  February  24,  and  went  out  the  25th. 
First  boat  March  6.  Flowing  began  March  2.  A 


violent,  steady,  stiff  gale  on  the  8th  of  April  blew 
down  and  unroofed  many  buildings.  Plenty  of 
grass  for  cattle.  The  spring  was  forward.  The 
last  frost  May  10.  June  moderate.  July  cold. 
August  warm.  A  light  frost  on  the  31st.  A  kill¬ 
ing  frost  September  29.  October  and  half  of  No¬ 
vember  pleasant.  Winter  set  in  November  19. 
The  river  closed  on  the  30th.  December  cold, 
with  seven  stormy  days,  and  ten  inches  of  snow 
fell. 

The  winter  of  1871-72.  was  a  cold  winter.  Janu¬ 
ary  and  February  dry.  Ice  on  the  river  thirty- 
three  inches  thick.  March  dry  and  very  much  like 
a  winter  month.  Ice  on  the  river  broke  up  on  the 
26th.  There  was  not  a  day  between  Oct.  18,  1871, 
and  March  27,  1872,  that  it  did  not  freeze.  The 
longest  cold  term  on  record  at  this  place.  The 
thermometer  did  not  reach  a  higher  point  than  49 
degrees  above,  or  did  not  go  lower  than  14  degrees 
below  zero.  Plums  and  cherries  in  bloom  April 
30.  Ten  days  later  than  last  season.  The  summer 
season  warm  and  rainy.  Light  frost  September  2. 
Killing  frost  October  10.  Ice  began  running  and 
winter  commenced  November  13.  Snow  Novem¬ 
ber  14.  River  closed  the  30th.  The  first  team 
crossed  December  9. 

The  winter  of  1872-73  was  cold  and  severe, 
breaking  up  March  5.  The  ice  went  out  on  the 
14th.  April  cold.  May,  June,  and  July  warm. 
August  hot;  seventeen  days  above  90  degrees.  On 
the  31st,  101  degrees.  September,  pleasant.  Light 
frost  the  8th.  October,  cold.  Thermometer  17 
degrees  on  the  31st,  and  a  little  ice  floating  in  the 
river.  November,  cold.  Six  severe  snowstorms, 
with  a  fall  of  eight  inches  of  snow  during  the 
month.  River  closed  December  20. 

The  winter  of  1873-74  was  long,  moderate^  cold 
and  plenty  of  snow.  It  began  in  October  and  lasted 
until  the  middle  of  March.  Ice  started  March  10. 
First  boat,  March  11;  had  to  break  a  wa}r  through 
the  ice.  April  5,  good  sleighing.  May  18,  a  slight 
frost.  June,  hot;  nine  days  90  degrees  or  more. 
On  the  26th,  101  degrees.  July,  hot.  The  3d  and 
4th,  99-^-  degrees.  The  5th,  103  degrees  (the  hig 
est  known  range  at  this  place).  The  25tli,  100  cl 
grees.  August,  hot;  100-^-  degrees  on  the  lit 
September,  rainy;  3.86  inches  rain  fell  on  the  13t 
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Light  frost  the  1 5th 


lee  one-sixteenth  inch  thick 
October  12.  Fall,  excellent.  Winter  began  No¬ 
vember  18.  December,  warm. 

The  winter  of  1874-75  was  early  and  soft  at  first. 
January  was  the  coldest  one  on  record,  there  being 
twenty-two  days  the  thermometer  was  below  zero. 
One  day  19  degrees  below.  The  mean  temperature 
was  only  8.07  degrees,  being  11.02  degrees  colder 
than  the  average.  February  was  as  cold  as  Janu¬ 
ary.  Fifteen  days  to  zero.  March,  milder.  Ice 
went  out  the  29th.  First  boat  appeared  April  5th. 
May  20,  apples  in  bloom.  Light  frost  the  21st. 
June,  July,  and  August  quite  cold,  but  two  days  up 
to  90  degrees.  There  was  a  heavy  frost  in  some 
parts  of  Iowa  on  the  23d  of  August,  but  none  here 
until  September  18.  Killing  frost  October  12.  An 
excellent  fall.  River  closed  November  30. 

In  the  winter  of  1875-76,  December  was  very 
open.  Ice  broke  up  the  5th.  Ferry-boat  started 
the  6th,  and  ran  ten  days.  The  ice  closed  up  the 
second  time  the  18th,  and  went  out  the  21st.  Steam¬ 
boat  up  January  7.  Ferry-boat  laid  up  the  second 
time  January  10.  The  river  closed  the  third  time 
February  3.  February  10,  ice  broke  up.  Winter 
gone,  and  not  enough  snow  to  start  a  sleigh.  The 
ice-dealers  had  to  go  to  Northern  Iowa  for  ice. 
March,  muddy  and  backward.  Wheat  all  sown  by 
April  30,  and  cherries  in  bloom.  Light  frost  May 
9.  Light  frost  June  19.  July,  warm  and  wet.  A 
flood  the  15th  that  did  considerable  damage;  3.64 
inches  rain.  August  1 1,  a  beautiful  meteoric  dis¬ 
play.  Fifty  meteors  in  forty-five  minutes.  The 
fall  a  good  one.  Winter  commenced  November 
21.  Ice  in  the  river  the  30th.  It  closed  Decem¬ 
ber  5. 

The  winter  of  1876-77  began  early,  and  was  cold 
with  but  little  snow.  December  cold.  January 
very  cold.  Eighteen  da}7s  down  to  zero.  Febru¬ 
ary  very  moderate.  Ice  in  the  river  went  out  the 
19th.  Considerable  wheat  sown  by  February  20. 
Corn  about  half  planted  by  May  19.  The  spring 
backward.  In  June  3  a  storm  of  wind  and  hail 
visited  this  county,  blowing  down  several  buildings, 
and  complete^'  destroying  by  hail  one-fourth  of 
the  crops  of  the  county.  The  summer  was  moder¬ 
ately  warm.  The  fall  very  rainy  and  disagreeable. 
A  light  frost  September  18.  A  killing  frost  Novem¬ 


ber  1.  The  corn  ripened  middling  well.  Winter 
came  in  November  27.  Ice  in  the  river  the  29th. 

The  winter  of  1877-78  was  a  remarkably  soft 
winter.  Mud  all  winter.  Only  two  or  three  days 
of  good  roads.  Ice  not  more  than  six  inches  thick 
and  that  in  still  ponds.  Dealers  went  north  for  ice. 
The  season  opened  with  a  good  spring.  A  hot  July, 
eleven  days  above  90  degrees.  On  the  12th  100  de¬ 
grees.  A  light  frost  September  1 1,  and  not  a  killing 
frost  until  October  19,  which  made  and  ripened  one 
of  the  best  corn  crops  Iowa  has  ever  had. 

The  winter  of  1878-79  commenced  December  6. 
The  river  closed  the  19th.  Teams  crossed  on  the 
22d.  The  last  team  crossed  March  4.  Seventy 
days’  crossing  the  ice.  The  ice  went  out  the  7th. 
March  cold  and  backward.  Ten  inches  of  snow 
fell  during  the  month.  Wheat  sown,  but  no  grass. 

The  spring  months  of  1879  were  warm  and  dry; 
with  a  frost  on  May  7,  that  damaged  vegetation.  The 
summer  was  moderately  warm  and  productive,  with 
an  abundant  crop  of  fruit.  A  killing  frost  on  Oc¬ 
tober  24.  The  first  part  of  October  was  extremely 
warm,  the  thermometer  up  to  80  degrees  for  eleven 
days. 

The  winter  1879-80  commenced  on  November 
19;  ice  running  in  the  river  on  the  24th,  closed  on 
December  18,  and  started  to  run  out  on  the  9th  of 
January.  Farmers  plowed  during  the  months  of 
January  and  February;  both  months  were  very 
warm  and  dry.  March,  April,  and  May  were  wet  and 
warm,  and  early  June  extremely  hot  and  wet,  with 
the  Mississippi  River  the  highest  on  record  up  to 
the  26th  of  June.  July  and  August  hot,  a  light 
frost  on  September  9,  with  a  killing  one  on  Octo¬ 
ber  18. 

The  winter  of  1880-81  commenced  November 
14.  The  river  froze  over  on  the  21st;  the  first  team 
crossed  over  on  the  29th.  The  winter  months  were 
cold  with  a  heavy  coating  of  snow  on  the  ground ; 
followed  by  a  heavy  snow-fall  on  March  2,  that 
blocked  all  the  railroads  for  four  days.  The  ice 
started  in  the  river  on  April  6,  running  out  on 
the  14tli,  after  being  closed  142  days.  May  was 
warm;  June  very  wet,  having  10.25  inches  rain¬ 
fall.  July  and  August  were  dry  and  hot,  with  the 
thermometer  104.  On  the  11th  of  September  and 
first  part  of  October,  was  wet  and  hot,  and  the  river 
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reached  its  highest  point  on  October  28;  about 
one-half  an  inch  higher  than  in  June,  1880.  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  vegetation  not  much  hurt  by  the  frost.  No¬ 
vember  9,  killing  frost. 

The  winter  of  1881-82  commenced  November 
18.  December  extremely  warm  and  dry;  no  ice 
in  the  river  to  interfere  with  navigation  until  the 
30th.  The  ferry-boat  run  most  of  the  month  of 
January;  the  ice  stopped  running  on  the  29th,  and 
opened  on  February  6,  with  winter  ended.  The 
ferry-boat  commenced  to  run  on  the  7th.  The 
spring  was  very  early ;  cherries  in  blossom  on  the 
26th  of  April,  and  damaged  by  frost  on  the  2d  of 
May.  A  light  frost  on  the  22d  of  June;  a  hard  one 
on  the  1st  and  5th.  The  first  light  frost  of  autumn 
was  on  September  21.  A  killing  one  October  17. 
The  corn-crop  was  very  poor  this  season. 

The  winter  of  1882-83  commenced  November 
25.  The  river  closed  on  the  24th  of  December,  and 
broke  open  on  March  12.  A  long,  hard,  cold 
winter.  April  28,  cherries  are  in  bloom.  An  early 
but  cold  spring.  May  cold,  with  a  hard  frost  on 
the  22d — it  doing  much  damage  to  fruit. 

The  summer  was  cold,  with  a  light  frost  on  Sep¬ 
tember  9,  and  a  killing  one  on  October  3.  The 
corn-crop  is  short  and  soft.  Potatoes  are  good,  and 
worth  twenty-five  or  thirty  cents  per  bushel. 

The  autumn  of  1883  was  noted  for  its  peculiar 
red  sun-lights  before  sunrise  and  after  sunset. 

The  winter  of  1883-84  commenced  November 
17  ;  held  open,  with  farmers  plowing,  up  to  the  16th 
of  December.  The  river  closed  on  the  19th  of  Janu¬ 
ary.  February  and  March  were  very  cold,  with  ice 
on  the  river  twenty-six  inches  thick.  The  river 
opened  on  March  23.  The  summer  months  were 
cold;  and  the  latter  part  wet.  September  and  Oc¬ 
tober  warm,  with  killing  frost  on  October  23.  The 
red  sun-lights  appeared  again  this  autumn. 

The  winter  of  1884-85  commenced  November 
23.  The  river  closed  December  22.  December  and 
January  were  cold  and  stormy,  with  heavy  snow¬ 
falls.  The  thermometer  fell  to  34^  degrees  below  zero 
— the  coldest  on  record.  February  had  seventeen 
days  down  to  zero,  with  a  snow-fall  of  twenty - 
four  and  one-half  inches.  Fifteen  is  the  deepest  on 
record  for  February.  March  cold  and  dry,  with 
ice  running  out  of  the  river  on  the  26th.  April 
-  '  ■  - 
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more  moderate.  May  warm.  June  moderate.  July  I 

hot  and  wet.  August,  September,  and  October  mod¬ 
erate,  with  a  killing  frost  on  October  8.  The  grass¬ 
hoppers  injured  the  crops  greatly  this  season. 

The  winter  of  1885-86  began  December  4.  The 
river  closed  on  the  11th.  December,  January, 
February,  and  March  were  cold  and  stormy.  The 
ice  started  in  the  river  on  March  17,  and  run  out  on 
the  18th.  April  dry,  warm,  and  early;  with  light 
frost  on  the  16th  of  May.  June  cold  and  dry. 

July  and  August  hot  and  dry.  The  river  very 
low.  September  hot,  with  several  small  rains.  A 
killing  frost  October  1.  This  has  been  a  very  dry 
season,  with  a  very  short  corn-crop. 

The  winter  of  1886-87  began  November  19,  but 
was  not  severe  until  December  1.  The  ice  stopped 
running  in  the  river  on  the  2d  of  December. 
Teams  crossed  on  the  6th.  The  winter  months  were 


cold,  with  plenty  of  snow;  March  more  moderate. 
The  ice  run  out  of  the  river  on  the  7th  of  April. 
May  and  June  were  warm  and  dry.  July  dry  and 
hot.  The  thermometer  reached  104°.  August 
dry  and  hot.  The  thermometer  went  up  to  102°. 
The  drought  had  impaired  the  corn-crop  very 
much.  Many  of  the  fields  looked  as  though  they  had 
been  frost  bitten.  The  drought  for  the  past  two 
seasons  had  destro}Ted  about  all  the  timothy -crop. 
The  farmers  have  had  to  ship  in  hay,  or  go  to  the 
low  bottoms  and  cut  wild  hay,  for  their  stock. 
Timothy  hay  sold  for  $15  in  the  market;  wild  hay 
from  $8  to  $10  per  ton. 


The  winter  of  1887-88  began  November  19. 
The  river  froze  over  December  22.  Teams  crossed 
on  the  27th.  January  and  February  cold,  with 
plenty  of  snow.  The  ice  on  the  river  twenty-one 
inches  thick.  March  16  the  ice  run  out;  the  spring- 
months  backward;  planting  two  weeks  later;  then, 
as  usual,  alight  frost  on  the  16th  of  May.  The 
river  stood,  May  17,  at  17  feet  4-£  inches  above 
low-water  mark — the  highest  point  on  record. 
According  to  a  mark  cut  on  the  stone  pier  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  at  the  mouth  of  Pappoose  Creek, 
it  was  one  and  a  half  inches  higher  than  in  1881, 
and  two  inches  higher  than  in  1880.  July  hot; 
the  thermometer  up  to  103°.  A  killing  frost  Sep¬ 
tember  28.  The  hay-crop  good.  Corn  heavy  and 
well  ripened.  Potatoes  abundant  and  good.  Oats 
light  and  poor.  October  cold  and  dry.  The  winter 
of  1888-89  began  December  6,  and  was  very  open 
during  December. 

The  extreme  range  of  the  thermometer  at  Musca- 


I  tine  is  138°,  from  34°  below  to  104°  above. 
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other  organization  enlists  a 
warmer  sympathy  from  the 
people  than  the  Pioneer  As¬ 
sociation.  Especially  is  this 
true  in  the  West — that  por- 
tion  of  our  country  that 
lias  ,:)ee11  settle<:*  within  a 
^  period  of  but  little  more 
than  half  a  century.  On  another 
page  in  this  work  is  given  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  experience  of  the 
pioneers  in  opening  up  for  settle¬ 
ment  a  new  country,  and  the 
method  of  putting  in  operation 
the  machinery  of  local  govern¬ 
ment.  After  enduring  the  trials 
of  that  early  day — experiencing 
the  hardships,  the  trials  and  diffi¬ 
culties  of  pioneer  life,  and  having  lived  to  see  the 
wilderness  transformed  into  a  populous  and  well- 
cultivated  country,  and  where  and  when  every  rea¬ 
sonable  desire  of  the  inhabitants  may  be  gratified — 
is  it  any  wonder  that  the  grand  old  men  and  women, 
who  were  instrumental  in  bringing  this  all  about, 
should  form  associations  where,  by  appointment, 
they  could  meet  from  time  to  time,  and  recall  the 
experiences  of  the  past,  and  renew  friendships  and 
attachments  formed  at  a  time  when  to  be  known  at 
all  was  to  be  recognized  as  a  neighbor?  It  is  but 
natural  that  they  should  thus  come  together. 

The  Old  Settlers’  Association  of  Muscatine 
County  was  formed  Feb.  9,  1856,  by  the  following- 


named  persons:  Judge  Joseph  Williams,  T.  S.  Par- 
vin,  Pliny  Fay,  Joseph  Bridgeman,  Suel  Foster,  IT. 
A.  Jennison,  H.  H.  Zine,  Z.  Washburn,  G.  W.  Hum¬ 
phreys,  J.  P.  Walton,  M.  Ward,  W.  Chambers,  Jr., 
Giles  Pettibone,  Joseph  S.  Allen,  and  A.  T.  Banks. 
After  due  deliberation  a  constitution  was  adopted 
and  officers  elected.  Judge  Williams  was  elected 
President,  and  I.  S.  Parvin,  Secretary. 

The  meetings  of  the  Association  have  been  held 
as  often  as  practicable  from  that  day  to  the  present 
time,  and  its  annual  re-unions  are  looked  forward 
to  with  bright  anticipation  by  old  and  young;  for 
not  alone  do  the  old  settlers  come  together,  but  the 
young,  and  those  of  a  later  day,  assemble  with  them, 
and  partake  with  them  of  the  joys  of  the  occasion. 

In  1886  the  Association  met  upon  the  site  of  the 
residence  of  Benjamin  Nye,  who  always  claimed 
to  be  the  first  settler  of  Muscatine  County.  J.  P. 
Walton,  the  President  of  the  Association,  delivered 
the  following  address: 

“  Old  Settlers,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — We  have 
met  to  hold  our  reunion  in  this  grove  for  the  second 
time.  Two  years  ago  we  celebrated  the  fiftieth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  white  woman 
as  a  settler — Mr.  Benjamin  Nye  and  daughters.  One 
of  the  daughters,  Mrs.  Patterson,  was  with  us  then 
and  is  on  the  ground  to-day.  This  year  there  are 
several  anniversaries  that  are  worthy  of  our  atten¬ 
tion.  This  is  the  fiftieth  year  since  our  city  of 
Muscatine  was  laid  off  as  the  town  of  Bloomington. 
If  one  would  look  up  the  roughest  place  in  our 
county  he  would  hardly  find  an  equal  to  Bloom- 
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ington  in  1836.  It  was  all  hills  and  hollows.  They 
were  largely  covered  with  trees  and  brush.  The 
town  was  located  between  and  on  four  hills — one 
of  them  the  highest  for  miles  away — with  two 
large  creeks  and  several  small  duck-ponds  to  add 
a  variety  to  the  wildness.  It  contained  a  few  log 
cabins — one  of  them  a  trading-house — with  less 
than  100  inhabitants  who  had  settled  near  ‘Grind¬ 
stone  Bluff’ — the  original  name  before  Bloomington 
— to  build  up  a  town.  The  principal  business  was 
trading  in  claims.  Almost  every  man  3rou  met  had 
two  or  three  claims  to  sell. 

“Such  was  the  condition  of  Bloomington  when 
the  Surveyor  commenced  to  stake  off  our  present 
city  of  Muscatine.  When  we  consider  the  uneven¬ 
ness  of  the  ground,  the  thickness  of  the  timber  and 
brush,  the  indifference  of  the  instruments,  we 
now  wonder  that  the  streets  and  the  lots  are  as 
straight  as  they  now  are.  In  the  space  of  fifty  years 
out  little  town  of  Bloomington,  with  less  than  100 
inhabitants,  lias  grown  to  a  city  of  from  12,000  to 
15,000. 
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“A  thirtieth  anniversary  should  not  be  forgot¬ 
ten.  It  can  be  called  the  advent  of  railroads  to 
Iowa  and  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  On  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1856,  the  first  western  railroad 
reached  Iowa  City.  At  that  time  there  were  less 
than  100  miles  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  In 
the  short  space  of  thirty  years  the  State  of  Iowa 
has  nearly  8.000  miles,  with  many  more  thousands 
to  the  west  of  her. 

“  Our  fortieth  anniversary  also  should  be  cele¬ 
brated.  It  is  forty  years  since  Iowa  became  a  State. 
There  are  many  here  present  who  recollect  that  for 
four  or  five  years  previous  to  1846  a  large  portion 
of  the  street-talk  was  about  our  admission  into  the 
Union.  It  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  events  of 
the  times.  Then  as  now,  the  politicians  had  much 
to  do  with  it.  The  old  Whigs  as  a  party  opposed 
it.  The  government  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Demo¬ 
crats.  Iowa  had  voted  Democratic;  hence  the 
Whig  opposition.  But  in  it  went — a  Democratic 
State  (as  all  the  new  States  at  that  time  did),  with 
no  possible  effect  to  any  one  but  the  officeholders. 

“  We  have  another  fiftieth  anniversary  of  more 
importance  in  a  general  way  than  either  of  the 
others.  It  was  the  extension  of  civil  government 


over  this  part  of  Iowa.  By  an  act  of  Congress  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  was  organized  on  July  4, 
1836.  It  embraced  the  present  States  of  Iowa, 
Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin.  This  eastern  portion 
of  Iowa  was  then  known  as  the  Black  Hawk  Pur¬ 
chase.  It  was  composed  of  two  Counties — Du¬ 
buque  and  Des  Moines.  We  were  in  Des  Moines, 
and  held  our  our  first  election  under  Wisconsin,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  October,  1836. 

“  For  two  or  three  years  previous  to  1836  quite 
a  number  of  white  settlers  had  come  in  while  they 
were  supposed  to  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Mis¬ 
souri  or  Michigan.  They  had  really  no  laws  but 
such  as  were  made  by  themselves  for  the  occasion. 
While  they  had  no  prisons  or  jails,  ‘  the  way  of  the 
transgressor  was  hard.’  Their  trials  were  speedy, 
and  their  punishment  adequate,  Their  courts  were 
numbered  somewhat  by  the  size  of  the  settlement. 

His  Honor,  Judge  Lynch,  usually  presided.  The 
juries  were  composed  of  or  collected  from  those 
present.  The  verdicts  were  usually  final  and  the 
punishments  were  of  a  kind  that  could  be  inflicted 
without  imprisonment.  Hanging  was  the  penalty 
for  murder  and  horse-stealing.  For  crimes  of  a  less 
magnitude  whipping  was  generally  the  verdict. 

For  offences  against  the  morals  of  the  community 
where  life  and  property  was  not  at  stake,  a  ride 
upon  a  rail,  with  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers,  were 
deemed  sufficient. 

“  Most  of  the  time  a  man  was  allowed  to  settle 
his  own  grievances  as  best  he  could — peaceably  if 
possible  but  forcibly  if  he  must;  remembering 
that  any  over  tact  on  his  part  was  liable  to  be  in¬ 
vestigated  by  his  neighbors. 

“  An  assault  or  an  insult  was  usually  settled  at 
once.  To  ‘give  the  lie  ’  (tell  a  man  he  lied)  was 
an  insult  that  warranted  a  fight.  The  man,  laro-e 
or  small,  who  did  not  resent  it  was  considered  a 
coward,  and  hardly  worthy  of  the  respect  of  the 
community.  For  a  man  of  large  size  to  take  the 
advantage  of  a  small  one  was  considered  an  outrage, 
and  was  quite  frequently  corrected  by  a  third 
party. 

“  Every  man  that  came  to  a  settlement  was  heart¬ 
ily  received,  (a  Yankee  may  have  been  an  excep¬ 
tion  to  this  rule),  and  no  questions  were  asked  about 
him.  But  if  he  became  a  little  crooked  in  his  deals  '  ' 
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or  harbored  men  about  him  of  doubtful  character, 
he  was  usually  waited  upon  by  three  or  four  of  his 
neighbors  and  told  to  leave.  Usually  twenty-four 
hours  were  allowed  him.  He  generally  left. 

“  There  was  no  collecting  debts  by  law.  If  any 
law  existed,  it  was  not  inforced  to  any  extent.  Still 
a  considerable  credit  system  existed.  Debts  were 
usually  paid.  The  misunderstandings  about  their 
land  claims  were  usually  settled  by  arbitration ; 

each  settlement  making  its  own  claim-laws.  Meet- 
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ings  were  frequently  held  for  that  purpose.  This  cus¬ 
tom  was  continued  until  the  land  came  into  market 
in  1838. 

“Then,  as  now,  the  people  went  to  town  on  Satur¬ 
day,  where  they  met,  discussed  and  settled  their 
difficulties  at  considerable  less  expense,  and  quite  as 
satisfactory  as  they  could  be  after  civil  government 
was  established.” 

On  the  4 tli  day  of  July,  1888,  the  old  settlers 
again  met  in  annual  reunion.  Again  Mr.  Walton 
addressed  the  assembly,  and  as  his  remarks  refer 
especially  to  life  in  Muscatine  County  in  an  early 
day,  we  give  them  in  full: 

“ Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — We  have  met  to-day 
to  celebrate  two  noted  events — the  birthday  of  our 
Nation,  and  the  fiftieth  birthday  of  our  State.  By 
an  act  of  Congress,  passed  June  12,  1838,  Iowa  be¬ 
came  a  territory  on  the  following  4th  day  of  July. 
At  that  time  Iowa’s  geographical  area  was  immense. 
It  extended  almost  as  far  west  as  imagination  could 
reach,  and  as  far  north  as  the  British  possessions. 
The  inhabited  area  was  small — a  narrow  strip  not 
more  than  twenty  miles  wide  along  the  west  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  inhabitants  were 
largely  a  class  of  farmers,  just  commencing  in  this 
new  territory. 

“We  know  of  no  better  way  to  celebrate  our 
semi-centennials  than  to  talk  about  them,  their 
homes,  and  their  domestic  habits.  They  all  lived 
in  log  cabins,  say  16x20  feet  in  size,  with  a  large 
chimney  built  on  the  outside  of  one  end.  It  projected 
out  about  four  or  five  feet,  was  six  or  seven  feet 
wide,  enclosed  with  logs  up  to  four  or  five  feet, 
and  topped  out  with  sticks  plastered  with  mud. 
When  this  chimney  became  a  little  old,  it  required 
constant  watching  and  frequent  repairing.  It  was 
no  uncommon  thing  while  sitting  by  the  fire  on  a 


cold  winter  evening  to  see  sparks  of  fire  dropping 
down.  This  required  a  cup  of  water  to  be  thrown 
up  the  inside  of  the  chimney  to  wet  it  out.  One  of 
the  last  things  before  going  to  bed  was  to  look  up 
the  chimney  to  see  if  it  was  all  right.  The  breast 
log,  or  the  first  one  over  and  in  front  of  the  fire,  was 
the  most  exposed  and  usually  caught  fire  first,  and 
had  to  be  continually  watched  and  frequently  re- 
daubed  with  mud. 

“These  large  fireplaces,  frequently  four  or  five 
feet  wide,  required  something  of  a  fire  to  make  an 
impression  on  a  room  in  cold  weather.  So  after 
supper  we  usually  made  our  evening  fire.  It  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  back-log  from  twelve  to  twenty-four 
inches  in  diameter,  with  a  top-log  about  one-half 
as  large  and  a  front-log  two- thirds  its  size,  laid  on 
andirons,  between  the  front  and  and  back  log.  The 
fire  was  built  with  smaller  wood,  to  be  replenished 
as  fast  as  it  burned  out.  This  fire  if  made  of  green 
wood,  which  was  most  frequently  the  case,  lasted 
for  twenty-four  hours,  supplying  heat  and  coals  for 
cooking. 

“Their  manner  of  cooking  would  be  considered 
quite  novel  at  this  time.  Cooking-stoves  were  not 
in  general  use.  We  brought  the  first  one  in  our 
neighborhood.  It  was  an  odd-looking  thing,  with 
fire  in  the  bottom,  oven  above,  and  two  boiling- 
holes  on  the  top.  We  brought  it  all  the  way  from 
New  England;  it  was  worth  the  cost  of  its  long 
trip  to  us. 

“But  to  return  to  the  cooking.  Those  large  fire¬ 
places  with  their  great  hearths,  frequently  four  by 
six  feet,  were  needed  for  that  purpose  if  nothing 
else.  The  utensils  for  cooking  usually  consisted  of 
two  iron  kettles;  one  for  boiling  vegetables  and  one 
for  heating  water,  an  iron  tea-kettle  for  making 
coffee,  a  firying-pan  and  two  bake-kettles,  some¬ 
times  called  “Dutch  ovens” — one  for  baking  bread, 
and  one  for  roasting  meat.  This  was  a  first-class  out¬ 
fit.  The  bake-kettle  is  about  the  only  article  that  has 
gone  entirely  out  of  use,  hence  I  will  venture  a  de¬ 
scription.  It  was  made  of  c^st-iron,  about  fifteen 
inches  in  diameter  and  seven  inches  deep,  with  legs 
four  inches  high,  its  cover  had  a  rim  or  projection 
that  extended  up  about  one  and  one-half  inches 
above  the  top  at  the  outer  edge  to  keep  coals  of 
fire  from  dropping  off  while  in  use. 
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“The  most  common  diet  was  corn-bread  and 
bacon.  The  bacon  was  cut  in  slices  and  fried  in 
the  pan.  The  corn-bread  was  made  about  after  this 
formula:  the  meal  was  not  bolted,  but  had  to  be 
sifted,  the  housewife  would  take,  say  a  teaspoon 
about  even-full  of  salt,  the  same  quantity  of  saler- 
atus,  one  or  two  tablespoonfuls  of  lard,  pour  on 
boiling  water  after  the  lard  is  melted;  stir  in  about 
two  quarts  of  meal,  making  the  dough  a  proper 
consistency  by  adding  warm  water.  She  would 
then  set  the  bake-kettle  over  a  heap  of  live  coals ; 
when  warm  would  grease  and  put  in  the  dough, 
put  on  the  lid  and  cover  it  with  coals.  The  time 
occupied  in  baking  depended  much  on  the  fire.  If 
the  housewife  got  a  little  tired  of  corn-bread  and 
she  could  get  flour — an  article  not  always  to  be  had 
— she  usually  baked  what  is  known  as  salt-rising 
bread.  Its  formula  I  never  knew. 

“Meat  was  baked  and  roasted  in  the  same  man. 
ner.  It  was  certainly  a  very  palatable  way  of  cook¬ 
ing  meat.  During  the  process  of  cooking  the  lid 
had  frequently  to  be  removed.  This  was  done 
with  an  iron  hook  kept  for  the  purpose.  During 
the  cooking  hour  the  housewife  could  be  seen 
stooping  over  her  work,  holding  her  dress  back 
with  one  hand  and  lifting  her  pots  and  kettles  with 
the  other — a  third  hand  to  have  kept  her  face 
from  burning  and  the  smoke  out  of  her  eyes  would 
have  been  acceptable. 

“While  the  cooking  utensils  have  very  much 
changed,  the  dishes  have  not.  The  furniture  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  table,  two  or  three  split-bottom  chairs; 
if  the  family  were  a  little  fore-handed  they  had 
some  wooden-bottomed  ones  that  were  called 
“Windsor  Chairs” — one  long  bench,  that  could  be 
used  for  a  lounge,  and  a  few  short  ones  in  case  of 
company.  On  the  right  side  of  the  big  chim¬ 
ney  stood  a  wooden  bench,  with  a  water-bucket. 
Under  the  bench  the  kettles  were  stored.  On 
the  left  of  the  fire-place  the  dish-cupboard  or 
shelves  were  located.  Over  the  fireplace,  out  of  the 
way  of  the  children,  hung  the  all-important  rifle. 
Across  in  the  rear  of  the  room  stood  the  beds. 

“The  first  crop  raised  was  usually  corn.  The  hog 
was  one  of  the  most  important  domestic  animals. 
He  was  expected  to  live  in  the  woods  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  and  to  get  very  fat  in  the  autumn  on  mast 
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(acorns  and  nuts).  Their  means  for  slaughtering 
hogs  were  frequently  primitive.  An  empty  whisky 
barrel  could  usually  be  had;  if  not,  a  wooden 
trough  was  used  for  scalding.  A  10-gallon  iron 
kettle  was  commonly  used  for  heating,  although  we 
frequently  had  to  heat  rocks  for  that  purpose — six 
or  eight  rocks,  say  six  inches  in  diameter,  heated 
red  hot  and  thrown  in  a  barrel  of  water  would  heat 
it  enough  for  scalding.  The  meat  was  usually 
salted  in  a  pile  in  a  corner  of  the  cabin — if  one 
could  be  spared— and  frequently  hung  up  in  the 
loft  (the  common  name  for  attic)  to  smoke;  thus 
economizing  the  smoke  that  missed  the  housewife’s 
eyes  during  the  cooking-time. 

“The  farmer  kept  one  or  more  cows  and  always 
raised  the  calves.  One-half  of  the  milk  was  its 
allowance,  which  must  be  secured  while  milking. 
The  calf  being  the  most  expert  milker,  would 
usually  exhaust  its  side  of  the  udder  first,  which 
was  generally  followed  with  a  tremendous  “butt,” 
very  much  to  the  disgust  of  its  parent,  which  would 
either  kick  or  step  up,  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
milkmaid.  She  however,  being  on  the  alert  for 
such  a  contingency,  usually  milked  in  a  tin  cup 
and  poured  it  in  the  bucket  that  was  setting  a  safe 
distance.  I  said  the  milkmaid — the  women  always 
did  the  milking.  It  was  considered  feminine  for  a 
man  to  cook  or  milk.  I  lived  on  a  farm  in  my 
younger  days  and  of  course  never  learned  those 
arts.  The  young  men  usually  went  a  “sparking’  on 
Sunday  evening;  if  they  were  on  hand  at  milking¬ 
time  they  carried  the  bucket,  turned  the  calves  out, 
and  put  them  up,  but  never  offered  to  help  milk. 

“Customs  have  changed  now;  the  men  do  the 
milking,  and  I  presume  the  women  will  soon  do  the 
voting. 

“During  the  long  winter  evenings  the  large  fires 
made  abundance  of  light  for  our  social  purposes — 
for  sewing  or  reading.  The  grease  light  was  the 
most  common  in  use.  This  came  nearer  the  old 
Roman  lamp  than  anything  in  use  in  modern  days. 
A  first-class  grease  lamp  was  made  with  an  iron 
cup,  three  or  four  inches  across,  an  inch  deep,  with 
a  handle  on  one  side  extending  up  six  or  eight 
inches,  to  hang  it  up  by,  and  a  nose  on  the  opposite 
side  in  which  the  wick  was  inserted.  When  lighted, 
the  heat  melted  the  grease  that  supplied  the  wick. 
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This  lamp  required  considerable  attention  but  it 
make  a  very  good  light.  As  a  substitute,  a  tea- 
saucer  with  a  strip  of  cloth  for  a  wick  was  used. 

uIn  our  neighborhood  (now  in  Sweetland  town¬ 
ship)  there  were  one  or  two  molds  for  making  can¬ 
dles.  They  were  usually  traveling  from  one  house 
to  another,  dispensing  all  the  light  they  could,  but 
at  best  they  were  slow  processes  and  never  fully 
took  the  place  of  the  grease  light.  The  tallow-dip 
was  a  Yankee  invention.  My  mother  made  the 
first  in  our  neighborhood ;  the  neighboring  women 
came  in  to  see  how  it  was  done;  they  took  great 
interest  in  watching  their  stalactite  growth,  and 
went  home  and  adopted  that  way  for  making  candles. 

aIn  Iowa,  in  1838,  the  common  match  of  to-day 
was  not  introduced.  A  common  way  for  lighting 
candles  or  lamps  was  by  holding  up  a  coal  of  fire 
and  blowing  the  breath  on  it  until  a  flame  appeared  ; 
then  inserting  the  wick,  the  candle  would  be  lighted. 
A  small,  light,  dry  stick,  called  a  “  lighting  stick,” 
was  frequently  kept  for  that  purpose;  used  as  we  use 
paper-lighters.  The  fire  was  not  allowed  to  go  out 
in  the  winter,  and  not  in  the  summer  if  it  could  be 
easily  prevented.  If  such  an  accident  did  occur,  it 
was  not  easily  re-lighted.  The  most  common  way 
was  to  take  some  flax  or  hemp  tow,  sprinkle  some 
gunpowder  throughit,  take  the  gun  and  snap  it  in 
the  tow;  it  would  become  ignited  by  the  powder, 
and  could  be  easily  blown  to  a  blaze. 

'  “Of  those  farmers  and  others,  that  lived  in  this 
county  or  in  Iowa  and  have  since  become  citizens 
of  this  county  and  are  yet  living  I  have  prepared  a 
“Roll  of  Honor,”  which  I  will  now  read  with  the 
date  of  their  arrival : 

“1833 — Hon.  Err  Thornton.  1834 — Mrs.  Laura 
Nye  Patterson,  John  McGrew,  L.  U.  Palmer. 
1835 — Dr.  Charles  Drury,  Mrs.  Jacob  Kiser,  M.  P. 
Pace.  1836 — C.  A.  Warfield,  William  Gordon, 
Vincent  Chambers,  Anderson  Chambers,  Mrs.  M.  P. 
Pace,  Mrs.  McGrew,  Joseph  Edington,  Peter  Hesser, 
Sarah  Hubbard,  Stephen  Edington,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Briggs,  Mrs.  Jane  Reynolds  Simpson,  W.  P. 
Wright,  John  Holliday,  William  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  L.  L.  McGrew,  W.  A.  Drury,  Mrs. 
Martha  Truit,  John  Thomas,  Samuel  Holliday,  Mrs. 
J.  I.  Schofield,  Mrs.  Mahala  Briles,  and  Mrs.  Marian 
Miller  (who  was  born  in  this  county  in  1836). 


1837 — Mrs.  W.  A.  Drury,  Mrs.  F.  Thurston,  Mrs. 
Henry  Funk,  Mrs.  Beaumont,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Banks, 

Mrs.  Asa  Gregg,  S.  C.  Hastings,  H.  H.  Hine,  Isaiah 
Davis,  Henry  Blanchard,  T.  L.  Husted,  John  H. 
Headly,  Tobe  Brown,  Elizabeth  Hesser,  Mr.  George 
Baumgardner,  Mrs.  Luther  Kiser  Colbert,  Sam  S. 
Haslett,  Mrs.  Dr.  Fitch,  Mrs.  M.  Couch,  Mrs.  A. 
Ogilvie,  Mrs.  John  Sherfey,  Mrs.  Luke  Sells,  Asa 
Gregg,  A.  O.  Warfield,  W.  G.  Holmes,  Myron 
Ward,  Aristarchus  Cone,  Joseph  Bridgeman,  Adam 
Funk,  W.  A.  Clark,  Jacob  Hesser,  C.  A.  Hesser, 
John  Love,  Mrs.  Newcomb.  1838 — S.  W.  Stewart, 

J.  P.  Walton,  Alonzo  Brockway,  II.  W.  Moore, 
William  Morford,  Mrs.  James  Hawley,  Samuel 
Storms,  A.  M.  Winn,  George  Lucas,  Jesse  Lucas, 
Remembrance  Morford.” 

Among  other  speakers  on  this  occasion  was  Prof. 

T.  S.  Parvin,  who  spoke  on  “  Iowa’s  Infancy”;  G. 

W.  Van  Horne  on  “Iowa’s  Youth”;  II.  J.  Lauder 
on  “  Iowa  To-day”;  and  Joseph  Bridgeman,  a  pio¬ 
neer  of  1837,  who  made  the  following  remarks: 

“In  1837  I  attended  a  fourth  of  July  celebration  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis.  Daniel  Webster  was  the 
orator  of  the  day.  But  that  oration  and  the  cele¬ 
bration  was  insignificant  when  compared  with  the 
one  that  followed  one  year  later  in  Burlington, 
when  we  celebrated  the  birth  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa.  On  that  occasion  we  laid  aside  the  name  of 
Wisconsin  and  received  the  new-born  child,  laid  it  in 
its  sap-trough  cradle,  clothed  it  in  the  flag  of  our  Un¬ 
ion,  placed  upon  its  brow  the  territorial  coronet  and 
baptized  it  ‘  Iowa.’  In  less  than  a  decade  of  years, 
Iowa  took  her  place  among  the  sisterhood  of  States 
and  received  the  crown  of  Statehood.  And  that 
glorious  star  has  sent  its  bright  rays  across  the 
waste  of  waters  and  its  beams  have  shown  into  the 
homes  of  the  Irishman,  the  German,  and  of  all 
other  nationalities.  As  the  wise  men  of  old  fol¬ 
lowed  their  star  across  the  plains  of  Palestine,  so 
those  from  other  nations,  pursuing  the  path  of  wis¬ 
dom,  followed  the  bright  rays  of  Iowa’s  star  to 
their  source  and  built  homes  for  themselves  and 
their  children  and  their  children’s  children.  Our 
State  at  once  took  a  proud  position  among  the  other 
States.  Our  Senators  were  the  peers  of  any  in  the 
Senate  chamber ;  whether  in  peace  or  in  war  we  have 
ever  maintained  that  position.  i  ' 
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“And  now,  let  me  say  to  you,  let  no  act  of  3'ours 
down  to  the  remotest  generation  place  one  stain 
upon  her  bright  escutcheon  or  one  foul  blot  upon 
her  glorious  name.  When  in  the  rolling  centuries 
this  world  shall  have  grown  old  and  the  fading  twi¬ 


light  shall  have  gone  out,  and  it  shall  be  proclaimed 
that  Time  shall  be  no  longer,  Iowa’s  glorious  star 
shall  be  transferred  from  the  blue  field  of  ‘old 
glory’  to  the  blue  field  of  the  star-lit  dome  of 
Heaven.” 
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feHE  first  settlement  on  the  island  commenced 
in  1836.  The  Sterne  brothers  built  a  log 
cabin  on  the  head  of  the  island;  there  was 
another  near  Ilershey’s  lower  mill  occupied  by  Mr. 
Main;  farther  down  Adam  Ogilvie,  William  Gor¬ 
don,  Ahimiaz  Blanchard,  William  St.  John,  Pliny 
Fay,  Gov.  Lucas,  and  others  had  claims.  There 
was  an  Indian  camping-ground  in  a  grove  of  jack- 
oak  trees  near  where  Charles  Barrow  now  lives 
(about  four  miles  down  on  the  river  shore).  Dur¬ 
ing  one  of  those  early  winters  the  small-pox  broke 
out  among  the  Indians  and  quite  a  number  were 
buried  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  that  place,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  afterward  their  remains 
were  annually  washed  out.  The  trinkets  buried 
with  them  were  found  along  the  bank  for  years. 
Aaron  Blanchard  lived  at  Elisha  Beatty’s  pres¬ 
ent  home  and  his  brother  and  Richard  Usher  had 
claims  a  little  farther  down.  Jerome  Walling 
lived  at  what  was  called  Walling’s  Landing,  now 
Port  Louisa.  All  the  settlements  were  along  the 
river,  as  it  was  not  considered  feasible  to  live 
farther  back. 

PRIMITIVE  ROADS,  PERRIES,  AND  ISR1DGES. 

The  principally  traveled  thoroughfare  was  along 
the  river  bank.  The  Grand  View  road  crossed  the 
Island  near  where  it  now  runs,  but  it  was  little 
more  than  a  trail;  as  the  slough  had  to  be  forded, 
which  could  not  be  done  when  the  river  was  more 
than  five  or  six  feet  above  low-water  mark.  At  the 
head  of  the  slough  there  was  kept  a  ferry-boat, 
probably  placed  there  in  1837;  it  was  pulled  back 


and  forward  with  a  rope.  I  persume  it  was 
put  there  in  connection  with  the  ferry-boat  that 
was  run  by  Stanton  Prentiss  three  miles  farther 
down,  crossing  the  river  above  Blanchard  Island, 
The  Prentiss  ferry  was  discontinued  in  1810  or 
1841.  The  head  of  the  slough  was  spanned  with  a 
bent  bridge,  probably  in  1840;  it  effectually  turned 
the  north  and  the  south  travel  across  the  island 
during  low  water.  This  bridge  was  passable  until 
the  spring  of  1844,  when  it  was  damaged  by  the  ice. 
We  lived  on  the  island  at  the  time  but  happened 
to  have  a  team  on  this  side;  tried  to  cross  on  the  ice 
— got  the  horses  in  over  their  backs,  but  got  them 
out  all  right.  Some  of  our  neighbors  went  down  to 
the  Thornton  Ford,  near  the  line  of  Louisa  County, 
and  crossed  over  to  the  island  and  came  home; 
accomplishing  a  journey  of  twenty-five  miles  to 
make  two.  We  joined  a  party  that  went  up  the 
hollow  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Foster’s  nursery,  cut  some 
tall  red  oaks,  hewed  out  sleepers  forty-five  feet  long 
and  repaired  the  bridge.  During  the  season  the 
energetic  men  of  our  city  built  a  dam  across  the 
slough  for  manufacturing  purposes  as  well  as  a 
road;  (banking  was  one  of  the  privileges  included 
in  their  charter.)  The  road  was  all  that  was  made 
available  and  that  has  been  in  use  every  since. 
The  old  bridge  was  abandoned  and  carried  oft  by 
the  public;  many  of  the  posts  were  standing  twenty 
years  afterward. 

THE  GOOD  OI.D  TIMES. 

When  we  first  moved  to  the  island  in  184*2,  we 
found  Mr.  Magoon,  William  Gordon,  George 
Martin,  A.  Blanchard,  and  Abijali  Winn  settled 
along  the  river,  all  striving  to  get  rich  raising  corn 
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at  ten  cents  per  bushel,  in  store-pay.  Corn  would 
not  bring  money  at  any  price.  Ahimiaz  Blanchard 
raised  forty  acres  of  oats;  they  were  the  largest, 
heaviest  oats  we  ever  saw.  lie  sold  them  at  eight 
cents  per  bushel.  They  were  cradled  by  hand  and 
threshed  with  a  chaff-piler. 

RACING - SHEI*.  SMALLEY,  RING-MASTER. 

In  the  fall  of  1842,  the  sporting  community 
built  a  mile  race-track  on  the  ground  west  of  Mr. 
IIopson‘s  farm,  where  they  had  several  horse-races. 
They  were  making  preparations  for  a  big  one,  but 
there  came  an  early  fall  and  eight  inches  of  snow, 
which  prevented  it.  After  that,  the  road  in  front 
of  Mr.  Gurley’s,  where  that  row  of  poplar  trees 
now  stand,  was  used  for  the  race-ground.  Almost 
every  Saturday  during  the  summer  and  fall  a  crowd 
of  men  and  horses  would  come  down  from  the  city 
and  run  quarter-races.  Shepard  Smalley  was  con¬ 
sidered  the  king  of  the  track;  he  was  taken  as 
authority  on  the  horse  and  all  disputed  points  of 
pedigree.  lie  had  three  of  the  finest  thoroughbreds 
in  the  West,  which  he  imported  from  Kentucky. 

FISH,  BY  THE  HUNDRED  ACRES. 

In  the  spring-time  there  was  another  pastime 
that  was  generally  indulged  in;  that  of  spearing 
buffalo  fish.  I  have  seen  in  the  shallow  waters 
where  the  river  overflowed  the  prairie  lands, 
schools  of  buffalo  fish,  that  would  cover  a  hundred 
acres.  I  think  there  were  at  least  ten  tons  to  the 
acre.  Some  of  them  were  of  immense  size;  fifty 
pounds  was  no  uncommon  weight  for  a  buffalo 
fish.  The  buffalo  fish  had  a  habit  then  of  gather¬ 
ing  in  the  sloughs  in  the  fall  and  feeding  with 
their  backs  out  of  water.  They  would  make  a  noise 
similar  to  a  hog  grunting  which  could  be  heard  in 
a  still  evening  for  100  yards.  They  were  a  good 
mark  for  sportsmen. 

A  HUNTER’S  PARADISE. 


During  the  winter,  deer  would  drift  in  from  the 
high  prairies.  One  could  see  a  dozen  any  day 
without  much  trouble.  In  the  low  grounds  or  in 
the  timber  could  be  found  species  of  wild  hog. 
They  resembled  the  picture  of  the  wild  hogs  in 
India — tall,  long-legged,  and  thin.  A  hog  that 
would  stand  three  feet  high  would  not  be  more  than 
six  or  eight  inches  through.  They  were  armed 
with  immense  tusks  and  were  the  worst  wild  animals 
we  had  to  meet.  I  have  seen  very  valuable  dogs 
killed  by  them.  Their  flesh  was  yellow,  oily,  and 
strong.  Where  they  came  from,  the  earliest  settlers 
could  not  tell.  They  disappeared  probably  about 
1845.  Wolves  were  very  abundant.  The  island 
with  its  level  lands  was  a  fine  chasing-ground. 
The  greyhound  was  the  popular  dog  for  these 
hunts;  John  Vannatta  and  Robert  Davis  had  each 
a  large  pack.  On  almost  every  fine  Sunday  during 
the  winter  they  could  be  seen  riding  or  running 
across  the  island. 

TALL  GRASS  AND  PRAIRIE  FIRES. 

In  the  autumn  the  island  was  covered  with  an 
immense  growth  of  grass.  I  have  been  hunting 
cattle  in  the  low  ground  where  the  grass  was  so 
high  that  I  would  have  to  stand  upon  1113'  horse  to 
see  over.  I  could  only  tell  where  the  cattle  were 
by  the  shaking  of  the  grass.  A  cow-bell  was  a 
very  useful  thing  in  those  daj-s.  I11  the  fall,  after 
the  frost  had  killed  the  grass,  some  of  the  most 
terrific  prairie  fires  could  be  witnessed.  We  recol¬ 
lect  seeing  one  start  near  Keokuk  Lake  and  run 
across  on  a  west  wind  to  the  river  at  a  rate  of  live 
or  six  miles  an  hour;  in  many  places  the  flames 
were  thirty  feet  high.  I11  order  to  protect  our 
fences  we  had  to  plow  furrows  twenty  or  thirty 
feet  apart  and  burn  between  them;  we  then  had 
rail-fences  and  if  the  fire  touched  them  they  were 
sure  to  be  destroj'ed. 


In  those  early  da3rs  Muscatine  Island  was  the 
hunter’s  paradise.  Wild  geese  were  more  abun¬ 
dant  than  wild  ducks  are  now.  I  recollect  being- 
one  of  a  party  of  three  that  killed  fifteen  in  a 
single  day.  In  the  winter  of  1843  and  1844  the 
snow  in  the  big  timber  was  marked  all  over  with 
wild  turkey  tracks.  They  could  be  seen  in  flocks  of 
hundreds;  the3T  were  feeding  on  pin-oak  acorns. 


THE  TRAIL  OF  THE  SERPENT. 

Snakes  were  abundant.  A  party  of  four  of  us 
in  a  single  da3,r  killed  snakes  enough  to  reach  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  300  yards.  It  was  during  high  water  and 
the3r  were  driven  to  high  grounds.  The  trees  along 
the  Sand  Mound  were  a  favorite  resort  for  them. 
Almost  every  tree  had  a  snake  or  two  hung  upon 
it  somewhere.  It  would  have  been  unsafe  for  one  1  ’ 
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to  liave  gone  there  without  a  good  club  and  a  pair 
of  sharp  eyes.  We  boys  were  on  the  war-path 
that  day;  many  of  these  snakes  were  six  feet  long, 
and  some  of  them  quite  venomous. 

THE  FIRST  LEVEE. 

During  the  high  water  of  1841  the  road  near 
where  Mussers’  mill  now  stands,  was  impassable 
for  a  long  time — probably  two  weeks — and  a  large 
amount  of  valuable  land  was  overflowed  on  the 
island  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  slough.  It  was 
decided  to  build  a  levee  in  connection  with  the 
dam  to  connect  with  the  high  ground  near  ller- 
shey’s  lower  mill.  A  subscription  paper  was  cir¬ 
culated;  the  subscribers  generally  paid  in  work, 
most  of  them  coming  from  the  west  side  of  the 
slough.  There  were  a  great  number  of  drift-logs 
floated  out  on  top  of  the  bank  during  the  high 
water.  These  were  gathered  and  placed  endwise 
to  each  other  and  covered  over  witli  earth  duir 
from  a  trench;  it  being  considerably  safer  to  roll  in 
the  logs  than  to  dig  up  the  earth.  This  levee  was 
to  be  two  feet  wide  at  the  top  and  one  foot  above 
high-water  mark.  It  was  never  fully  completed; 
at  all  events  the  first  high  water  washed  it  all  out. 

TIIE  FLOOD  OF  ’51. 


V 


I  think  the  high  waters  did  little  damage  until 
1851,  when  the  water  swept  over  the  entire  upper 
end  and  west  side  of  the  island.  The  high  ridge 
of  ground  where  the  two-story  brick  school-house 
in  Musserville  now  stands  was  eighteen  inches 
under  water.  A  large  raft  of  lumber  got  the  better 
of  its  operators,  and  fetched  up  against  a  grove  of 
trees  out  on  the  island,  two  miles  from  the  river.  We 
don’t  think  there  were  2,000  acres  of  land  on  the 
entire  island,  besides  the  sand-mound,  that  was  not 
overflowed. 

THE  SECOND  LEVEE. 

In  1850  Congress  donated  all  the  swamp  lands 
along  the  Mississippi,  not  sold,  to  the  different 
States  to  reclaim  them.  Our  county  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  law,  and  set  Surveyor  G.  W.  Bumgardner 
selecting  the  overflowed  lands,  and  returning  the 
same.  G.  W.  Kincaid  was  given  a  contract  to 
build  a  levee,  to  be  paid  for  from  the  sale  of  these 
lands.  He  threw  up  considerable  earth,  but  the 
pay  not  coming  as  fast  as  he  required,  the  work 
■  ■'  ' 


was  suspended.  Louisa  County  availing  themselves 
of  the  same  act,  secured  considerable  money  in  that 
manner,  gave  a  contract  to  Mr.  Thompson,  who 
built  a  much  better  levee  for  a  distance  of  about 
four  miles  above  Port  Louisa,  than  was  built  in 
Muscatine  County;  but  it  was  of  little  value. 
Muscatine  County  never  finished  her  portion  of 
the  levee,  and  never  closed  the  gap.  After  the 
high  water  of  1851  subsided,  the  low  price  of  these 
fertile  lands  invited  immigration,  and  a  more  effect¬ 
ive  levee-system  became  needed. 

THE  THIRD  LEVEE. 

J.  W.  Walton  and  myself  prepared  a  bill  and  got 
our  friend,  the  Hon.  Royal  Prentiss,  then  living  at 
Port  Louisa,  to  get  it  through  the  Legislature,  tax¬ 
ing  all  lands  subject  to  overflow  for  levee  purposes. 
During  the  existence  of  this  law  a  very  substantial 
levee  was  built  in  Muscatine  County,  and  the  gap 
below  it,  and  that  of  Louisa  County,  were  nearly 
closed.  When  the  levee  was  completed  to  within 
half  a  mile  of  Louisa  County,  the  Commissioner, 
Win.  Hoyt,  changed  its  course  from  the  bank  of  the 
river,  where  it  is  now  built,  to  the  sand-mound, 
crossing  a  deep  pond  requiring  a  bank  twenty- 
three  feet  high,  a  hauling  of  earth  by  teams  of  300 
feet,  and  leaving  out  soipe  valuable  land.  Dr. 
James  S.  Horton,  the  owner  of  the  lands  on  the 
outside,  applied  to  Judge  Dillon  for  an  injunction. 
This  application  brought  on  quite  a  contest.  It 
was  late  in  the  fall.  If  the  levee  was  built  to  the 
sand-mound  Mr.  Carmichael,  the  contractor,  could 
work  his  teams  all  winter  on  the  high  bank,  mak¬ 
ing  the  big  fill;  if  it  ran  along  the  river-bank  he 
would  have  to  stop  when  frost  came.  Mr.  Hoyt, 
Carmichael,  or  some  one  else,  conceived  an  idea  of 
getting  a  general  affidavit,  which  was  circulated  as 
a  petition.  Over  forty  signed  it,  supposing  they 
were  signing  a  petition.  Dr.  Horton  had  five  or 
six  affidavits.  It  was  during  the  first  term  of  Dil¬ 
lon’s  administration.  The  injunction  ivas  not 
granted.  Dr.  Horton,  appreciating  the  difference 
between  a  judge  running  over  the  whole  State  of 
Iowa,  and  one  running  in  a  single  district — where 
forty  votes  might  change  the  election,  appealed  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  where  the  injunction  was 
granted.  Winter  had  set  in  and  the  ground  was 
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frozen,  so  that  work  was  stopped.  During  the 
winter  some  of  the  citizens  living  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  island,  thinking  they  had  gotten  levee 
enough  to  protect  themselves,  got  the  levee  law 
repealed. 

THE  FRESHET  OF  1870. 

Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  on  the  upper 
end  of  the  island  until  the  spring  of  1870,  when 
the  high  water  broke  through  the  levee  where  Mus- 
ser’s  mill  now  stands.  At  this  time  the  low  grounds 
on  the  northwest  side  of  the  railroad  track  were 
quite  well  settled  up.  The  water  was  held  in  check 
by  the  railroad,  giving  time  for  the  inhabitants  to 
get  away  with  most  of  their  effects.  The  railroad 
bridge  was  washed  out,  and  trains  delayed  for 
several  days.  There  were  little  or  no  crops  raised 
that  season  on  fully  three-quarters  of  the  best  part 
of  the  island,  and  no  traveling  by  team  to  and 
from  the  city  for  a  month  or  six  weeks.  Imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  the  Musser  Company  com¬ 
menced  building  their  mill  in  the  gap  of  the  levee 
made  by  the  high  water,  the  county  and  individuals 
assisting  in  filling  up  the  gap. 

THE  FLOODS  OF  ’80  ANI)  ’81. 


There  was  no. further  serious  trouble  from  the 
river  until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  population,  including  women  in  some 
instances,  were  called  out  to  work  on  the  levee. 
The  Street  Commissioner  of  the  city  worked  his 
entire  force  of  men  and  teams  to  keep  the  water 
from  breaking  over.  There  was  such  an  interest 
felt  in  the  city  that  it  was  arranged  that,  should  a 
break  occur,  all  the  bells  in  the  city  should  be  rung. 
The  mayor  issued  a  proclamation  to  that  effect. 
No  break  occurred,  but  back-water  flooded  most  of 
the  low  ground  on  the  northwest  of  the  railroad. 
Very  small  crops  were  raised  on  the  island  in  1880, 
the  most  productive  lands  lying  useless.  Follow¬ 
ing  this  high  water,  as  has  been  the  case  with  most 
high  waters,  fever  and  ague  set  in.  A  teacher  in 
one  of  the  schools  told  me  that  almost  every  day 
some  one  of  her  pupils  went  home  sick  with  the 
ague.  While  the  high  water  of  1880  prevented 
large  crops  from  being  raised,  the  high  water  in 
the  autumn  of  1881  destroyed  more  property  than 
any  one  before,  coming  as  it  did  when  the  crops 
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were  upon  the  ground.  Hundreds  of  acres  of  corn 
were  flooded.  Wherever  water  stood  around  it, 
the  wild  ducks  gathered  the  corn.  Haystacks  were 
flooded,  roads  impeded;  in  some  cases  the  sweet 
potato  crop  had  to  be  boated  to  the  city. 

THE  PRESENT  LEVEE. 

Thinking  that  the  time  had  come  for  another 
levee,  in  the  autumn  of  1880  we  consulted  ourrep- 
resentative,  the  Hon.  Hiram  Price,  on  the  propriety 
of  getting  Congress  to  help  us.  Under  his  ap¬ 
proval  we  had_a  number  of  memorials  circulated,  ask¬ 
ing  appropriation.  We  secured  more  than  2,500 
names  to  these.  A  series  of  political  events  pre¬ 
vented  us  from  obtaining  any  help  from  that  source. 
While  the  measure  was  before  Congress,  conclud¬ 
ing  that  the  island  inhabitants  would  have  to  help 
themselves,  we  got  up  a  petition  to  the  Legislature 
to  have  the  Ditch-Law  amended,  so  as  to  apply  to 
the  construction  of  levees.  We  quietly  circulated 
this  around,  and  got  the  signatures  of  forty  of  the 
leading  citizens  interested  in  the  levee.  We  wrote 
out  an  amendment  to  the  Ditch  and  Drain  Law,  and 
sent  it  with  the  petition  to  the  Hon.  J.  A.  Pickier, 
our  member  in  the  Legislature.  He  soon  got  it 
through  the  House.  We  then  wrote  to  Senator 
Pliny  Nichols,  who  got  It  through  the  Senate. 
Thinking  that  the  way  had  been  prepared  for  a 
permanent  levee,  we  conculded  to  let  others  do 
some  of  the  gratuitous  work.  Two  years  ago,  in 
the  spring  of  1882,  Mr.  S.  E.  Wiclier  came  to  our 
relief.  He  got  the  required  petition,  and  gave  the 
necessary  bonds,  and  the  general  gratuitous  super¬ 
vision  of  the  work  of  construction  had  fallen  upon 
him. 

Although  a  period  of  forty  years  have  passed 
since  the  first  effort  was  made,  we  have  now  a  suc¬ 
cessful  levee;  one  that  will  be  of  vast  benefit 
to  the  island,  costing  $35,000  this  time ;  $45,000 
before;  in  all  $80,000.  It  is  twelve  feet  wide  and 
two  feet  above  high-water  mark.  During  the 
recent  high  water  we  rode  over  it,  and  found  in 
many  places  that  there  were  six  feet  difference  in 
the  height  of  the  water  on  its  two  sides.  When 
this  levee  is  occupied  by  the  railroad,  that  will 
keep  up  the  repairs,  and  afford  another  outlet  for  our 
products,  then  Muscatine  Island  will  truly  be 
Garden  of  the  West. 
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ISLAND  PRODUCTS. 

The  following  report  of  the  island  products  for 
1887  are  from  four  raisers  and  shippers:  W.  H. 
Hoopes  &  Brother,  T.  B.  Holcomb,  C.  B.  Vail,  and 
J.  W.  Garner  &  Son.  Their  aggregate  reports 
show  total  shipments  of  carloads  as  follows:  Sweet 
potatoes,  seventy-three ;  melons,  123;  onions,  six; 
apples,  twelve;  cabbage,  eighteen;  tomatoes,  ten; 
peas  and  beans,  four;  Irish  potatoes,  two;  radishes 
and  asparagus,  two;  berries,  three  and  one-half; 


sweet-corn,  seven;  grapes, seven,  mixed  lots,  seven¬ 
teen  and  one-half;  total  285.  In  addition  to 
these  four  firms  there  are  Smith  Brothers,  Hahn  & 
Company,  and  thirteen  other  island  producers  not 
reported.  A  moderate  estimate,  made  by  com¬ 
petent  authority,  is  141  cars  for  these  shippers, 
making  a  total  of  426  cars  from  Muscatine.  To 
which, adding  195  cars  from  Fruitland  Station,  gives 
the  grand  total  of  621  cars. 
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T  N  this  connection  we  present  a  few  articles  too 
I  short  for  a  separate  section,  and  yet  of  too 
It,  much  importance  to  be  omitted: 


AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES. 

Muscatine  was  one  of  the  first  counties  in  the 
State  to  take  action  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  a 
society  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture  and  the 
mechanical  arts.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the  court¬ 
house  in  Muscatine,  Oct.  9,  1852,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  the  Muscatine  County  Agricultural 
Society.  Dr.  James  Weed  was  called  to  the  Chair, 
and  J.  H.  Wallace  appointed  Secretary.  A  Con¬ 
stitution  and  By-Laws  were  adopted,  and  the  meet¬ 
ing  adjourned.  Oct.  23,  1852,  agreeable  to  ad¬ 
journment,  the  members  of  the  Agricultural  Society 
met  in  the  court-house  and  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  follows : 
lion.  George  Meason,  President;  Dr.  James  Weed, 
Vice  President;  J.  II.  Wallace,  Secretary;  J.  G. 
Gordon,  Treasurer.  William  II.  Miller,  Blooming¬ 
ton  Township;  Gamaliel  Olds,  Pike;  Henry  Y. 
Iddings,  Sweetland;  William  A.  Clark,  Wapsi- 
nonoc;  Richard  Slierer,  Seventy-Six;  E.  H.  Albee, 
Moscow;  Douglass  Veille,  Montpelier;  A.  Cone, 
Cedar;  A.  Smalley,  First  Ward;  J.  Bennett,  Sec¬ 
ond  Ward,  and  Samuel  Bamford,  Third  Ward, 
Muscatine  City  Directors.  The  following  are  the 
members  of  the  Society  in  1852,  and  signers  of  its 
constitution:  James  Weed,  Joseph  Bridgeman,  Na¬ 


than  Taber,  William  Smalley,  William  M.  Miller, 
Strix  A  Oppenheimer,  George  Bumgardner,  A. 
Reuling,  Samuel  Lucas,  S.  B.  Crane,  Henry  Y. 
Iddings,  J.  S.  Hatch  A  Co.,  J.  II.  Wallace,  Adam 
Ogilvie,  J.  G.  Gordon,  J.  Bennett,  J.  M.  Cummins, 
Charles  Neally,  Saul  Gilbert,  William  A.  Clark,  D. 
R.  Warfield,  Thomas  M.  Isett,  Samuel  Sinnett,  II. 
N.  Sumner,  II.  II.  Games,  S.  M.  McKibben, 
George  Meason,  William  Leffiugwell,  I.  R.  Will¬ 
iams,  A.  T.  Banks,  A.  Cone,  J.  E.  Fletcher,  Shep¬ 
ard  Smalley,  George  W.  Chase,  Richard  Sheres, 
Abraham  Smalley,  Samuel  Bamford,  Levi  Cross, 

R.  Pritchard,  John  Critchfield,  John  A.  Mc¬ 
Cormick,  M.  W.  Byers,  James  A.  Rankins, 
Richard  Lord,  Chester  Weed,  John  II.  Mil¬ 
ler,  Williams  Watkins,  Skilman  Alger,  A.  O.  Pat¬ 
terson,  E.  T.  S.  Schenck,  Joseph  Crane,  Amos 
Cooper,  Lyan  C.  Iline,  Abraham  Keen,  D.  C. 
Cloud,  S.  D.  Yiele,  J.  B.  Dougherty,  A.  B.  Wiles, 

S.  Heilbrun,  William  G.  Holmes,  John  Rose,  Hiram 
Gilbert,  Richard  Cadie,  Thomas  L.  Estle,  J.  P. 
Freeman,  Henry  S.  Griffin,  Henry  Molis,  Samuel 
Littrel,  D.  Dunsmore,  William  Lundy,  James  M. 
Jarboe,  Jesse  B.  Overman,  L.  S.  Goldsberry,  W. 
Fultz,  R.  AY.  Chinn,  John  Idle,  II.  W.  Moore,  Jacob 


Smetzer,  L.  D.  Parmer,  James  M.  Brockway,  AY. 
D.  Ament,  Cyrus  Townsley,  J.  LaTourrette,  AYill- 
iam  Townsley,  Jeremiah  Lequat,  AY.  M.  Elliott, 
Charles  Newell,  George  AY.  Kincaid,  William  Fry- 
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berger,  William  Moxley,  Jacob  Butler,  Thomas 
Morford,  A.  Jackson,  Levi  Eliason,  II.  Q.  Jennison, 
John  G.  Stein,  P.  Fay,  John  Leitzinger,  Cornelius 
Nicholson,  George  Plitt,  Suel  Foster,  T.  D.  Song, 
F.  II.  Stone,  John  Ward,  John  Lemp,  Thomas  Va- 
natta,  D.  W.  Clover,  Edwin  J.  Browning,  Brent, 
Miller  &  Co.,  Oliver  Jack,  George  C.  Stone,  Jona¬ 
than  Ady,  John  Ziegler.  In  1853  the  membership 
was  increased  to  399. 

June  4,  1853,  agreeably  to  a  call  published  in  the 
county  newspapers,  a  large  number  of  farmers 
and  others  convened  in  the  court-house  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  a  County  Agricultural  So¬ 
ciety,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  general  in¬ 
corporation  laws  of  the  State  of  Iowa.  The  lion.  G. 
Meason  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  J.  II.  W  allace 
appointed  Secretary.  It  was  then  resolved  to  abol¬ 
ish  the  former  organization;  anew  constitution  was 
adopted,  and  the  following  named  officers  elected: 
President,  Dr.  James  Weed;  Vice  President,  Will¬ 
iam  II.  Miller;  Secretary,  J.  II.  Wallace;  Treasurer, 
J.  G.  Gordon.  A  new  Board  of  Directors  was  also 
chosen,  which  met  August  13,  at  the  store  of  Wal¬ 
lace  &  Breading.  Messrs.  Weed,  Miller,  Wallace, 
Olds,  Lundy,  Sherer,  Cone,  Smalley,  and  Vickie 
were  present.  On  motion,  the  time  for  holding  the 
first  annual  exhibition  of  the  Society  was  fixed  for 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Oct.  12  and  13,1853.  A 
list  of  premiums  and  judges  for  the  several  classes 
were  then  adopted  and  appointed.  Resolutions  were 
adopted  authorizing  the  Executive  Committee  to 
procure  suitable  grounds,  and  put  them  in  proper 
condition  for  holding  the  fair. 

September  19,  1853,  the  Executive  Committee 
leased  from  J.  Bennett  his  out-lot  on  the  graded 
road  for  a  term  of  five  years  from  the  first  exhibi¬ 
tion.  The  Society  was  incorporated  for  twenty 
years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  the  arti¬ 
cles  were  renewed  for  twenty-five  years  from  1877. 
Like  similar  organizations  all  over  the  country  the 
Society  had  its  seasons  of  prosperity  and  seasons  of 
adversity.  When  success  crowned  the  efforts  of 
the  managers  the  whole  people  took  the  credit  to 
themselves.  When,  for  some  cause,  a  comparative 
failure  occurred,  the  management  alone  was  to 
blame — according  to  the  voice  of  the  people. 

On  the  expiration  of  the  lease  of  the  old  fair¬ 


grounds  the  buildings  thereon  were  sold  and  re¬ 
moved.  The  grounds  were  also  sold  and  converted 
into  a  farm.  A  re-organization  was  then  effected 
under  the  name  of  the  Muscatine  Fair  Association, 
since  which  time  the  annual  fairs  have  been  held 
on  the  grounds  of  the  Muscatine  Fair  Ground  and 
Park  Association,  which  are  leased  for  that  purpose. 
The  exhibitions  of  this  Association  will  compare 
favorably  with  any  county  fairs  in  the  West.  The 
present  officers  of  the  Association  are:  John  Barn¬ 
ard,  President;  John  A.  Will,  Vice  President;  H. 
J.  Fitzgerald,  Secretary ;  Thomas  Brown,  Treasurer. 

M u sc ati n k  Fair  Ground  and  Park  Association. 

A  few  years  since  an  organization  was  effected 
under  the  above  name  by  a  number  of  liberal  and 
broad-gauged  men,  who  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
near  the  city,  a  portion  of  which  they  laid  out  as  a 
Trotting  Park  and  Fair  Ground;  and  design  to  fit 
up  the  park  with  seats  and  tables  for  the  use  of 
picnics  and  parties.  In  the  park  are  several  fine 
springs  of  water. 

The  Association  has  erected  on  the  fair-grounds 
the  finest  stables  in  the  State  used  for  such  pur¬ 
poses,  and  have  a  half-mile  track  which  has  no 
superior.  The  grand-stand,  from  which  can  be 
witnessed  the  races  and  all  stock  exhibitions,  will 
seat  1,500  people.  A  commodious  floral  hall  is 
also  one  of  the  attractions  of  the  grounds.  About 
$(>,000  has  already  been  expended  upon  the  grounds, 
but  the  Association  does  not  there  propose  to  stop, 
but  have  plans  laid  out  for  further  improvement. 


Railroads. 

USCATINE  COUNTY  is  well  supplied  with 
railroad  facilities,  having  in  the  northern 
part  the  main  line  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Isl- 
land  ife  Pacific,  which  passes  through  the 
townships  of  Fulton,  Wilton,  Moscow,  Goshen  and 
Wapsinonoc;  with  stations  at  Stockton,  in  Fulton 
Township;  Wilton  in  the  township  of  the  same  name; 
Moscow  in  Moscow  Township;  Atalissa  in  Goshen, 
and  West  Liberty  in  Wapsinonoc.  For  years  the 
southwestern  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  A 
Pacific  Railroad  branched  off  at  Wilton,  running 


to  Muscatine,  and  thence  to  the  southwest.  It  now 
follows  the  river  from  Davenport  to  Muscatine, 
with  stations  at  Montpelier  in  Montpelier  Township; 
and  Fairport  in  Sweetland.  Fruitland  is  another 
station  on  the  line  southwest  of  Muscatine,  in  the 
township  of  that  name.  The  line  from  Wilton  to 
Muscatine  is  still  continued. 

The  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Rail¬ 
road,  “the  Great  Iowa  Route,”  passes  through  the 
western  tier  of  townships — Orono,  Pike,  and  Wap- 
sinonoc,  with  stations  at  Port  Allen.  Coneville, 
Nichols,  and  West  Liberty.  At  the  latter  station 
it  crosses  the  main  line  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Isl- 
land  &  Pacific  Railroad.  A  branch  of  this  road, 
built  as  the  Muscatine  Western,  runs  from  Musca¬ 
tine  west,  intersecting  the  main  line  at  Nichols.  It 
passes  through  the  townships  of  Bloomington,  Lake 
and  Pike;  with  a  station  in  Pike  Township,  known 
as  Adams. 

In  the  construction  of  these  roads  the  County 
voted  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  the  city  of  Mus¬ 
catine  was  also  very  liberal,  loading  itself  with  a 
debt  that  was  quite  burdensome,  though  it  was  not 
all  for  the  roads  mentioned,  but  much  of  it  beimr 
for  an  extinct  corporation. 

POPULATION. 

The  following  table  gives  the  population  of  the 
county  at  each  enumeration  since  its  organization: 

1838, 1247;  1840, 1942;  1844, 2882;  1846,3000; 
1847,  3010;  1849,  4516;  1850,  5731;  1851,6170; 
1852,  6812;  1854,9493;  1856,  12,569;  1859,  15,- 
503;  1860,  16,444;  1863,16,889;  1865,  17,241; 


1867,20.699;  1869,24,336;  1870,21,688;  1873, 
21,382;  1875,21,623;  1880,23,170;  1885,24,320. 

POPULATION  15 Y  TOWNSHIPS. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  population  of 
the  county  by  townships,  from  the  State  Census 
Report  of  1885 : 

Bloomington,  1433;  Cedar,  345;  Fulton,  1,104; 
Goshen,  937  ;  Lake,  616;  Montpelier,  663 ;  Moscow, 
776;  Orono,  466;  Pike,  1,001;  Seventy-Six,  660; 
Sweetland,  1,237;  Wapsinonoc,  2,232;  Wilton, 
2,461;  Muscatine  City,  10,389.  Total,  24,320. 

COUNTY  FA KM. 

The  County  Farm  of  Muscatine  County,  which 
is  now  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Rice,  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  1882, and  the  farm  comprises  160  acres 
of  land  situated  in  Bloomington  Township,  on  sec¬ 
tion  33.  Since  the  year  in  which  it  was  established 
there  has  been  erected  two  brick  residences,  one 
56x36  feet,  the  other  32x36  feet,  and  a  large  barn. 
A  large  bakery  and  all  the  modern  appliances  have 
been  placed  in  the  building,  and  under  the  able 
management  of  Mr.  Rice  the  expense  is  constantly 
decreasing.  During  the  past  3’ear  the  institution 
was  nearly  self-supporting,  the  expense  per  capita 
being  only  about  seventy-four  cents.  They  have 
an  average  of  about  thirty-four  inmates  per  year, 
but  probably  within  another  year  an  addition  will 
have  to  be  erected.  A  large  pest-house  has  been 
built;  two  large  stables  accommodate  about  four¬ 
teen  cows  and  sixteen  head  of  horses,  and  the  farm 
has  an  abundant  supply  of  water.  Mr.  Rice  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  farm  for  three  years,  and 
carries  on  general  farming. 
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LONG  the  Mississippi  River 
from  its  head  to  its  mouth 
are  many  beautiful  cities, 
but  none  present  a  finer  ap¬ 
pearance  than  that  of  the  city 
of  Muscatine.  Its  location 
is  unsurpassed.  Richard  Cob- 
den,  the  famous  English  states¬ 
man,  in  1855,  as  he  gazed  upon 
the  bold  and  rugged  bluffs,  thus 
wrote  of  the  city:  “When  we 
boat  came  round  the  point  above, 
and  the  amphitheatref  o  the  town 
came  in  view,  with  a  sight  of  those 
beautiful  residences  suspended  by 
the  high  bluff  above  the  river,  I  thought  the  pic¬ 
turesque  Rhine  had  not  the  equal  of  that  picture.” 
The  views  of  Cobden  have  been  re-echoed  over 
and  over  again  by  others  who  have  visited  the  place 
or  have  passed  the  city  on  one  of  the  magnificent 
packets  that  have  gone  up  and  down  the  river. 

George  Davenport,  who  was  trading  with  the  In¬ 
dians  at  Rock  Island  in  the  summer  of  1833,  sent 
a  man  named  Farnham  and  two  assistants  to  erect 
a  log  trading-post  at  “Sandstone  Bluffs,”  the  present 
site  of  Muscatine.  A  two-roomed  log  building  was 
erected  by  these  men,  in  which  a  small  stock  of 
goods  was  opened  for  sale  by  Farnham  at  a  little 
later  period.  The  house  was  built  on  the  river- 
bank,  just  above  where  Iowa  Avenue  touches  the 
shore.  Mr.  Farnham  continued  to  sell  goods  there 


until  the  fall  of  1835,  when  he  died  in  Stephenson, 
now  Rock  Island,  Ill. 

In  the  winter  following  the  death  of  Mr.  Farn¬ 
ham,  John  Yanatta,  who  had  visited  this  region 
some  time  previously,  negotiated  with  Major  Daven¬ 
port  for  the  claim  and  trading-post  at  this  point, 
and  on  the  20th  of  February,  1836,  quit-claim 
deeds  were  issued  by  Davenport  in  favor  of  Va- 
natta  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Clark  for  $200.  The 
claim  was  one-half  mile  square,  extending  along  the 
river-bank  a  half  mile,  and  a  half  mile  inland. 

Maj.  William  Gordon,  then  a  resident  of  Rock 
Island,  in  May,  1836,  was  employed  by  the  proprie¬ 
tors  to  survey  a  town  on  their  claim.  The  name 
Newburg  was  first  given  the  town,  but  it  was  soon 
changed  to  that  of  Bloomington,  by  which  name  it 
was  known  for  about  twelve  years.  Owing  to  the 
proximity  of  Bloomington,  Ill.,  mail  matter  was 
frequently  sent  astray,  and  to  avoid  that  difficulty 
the  name  was  changed  to  correspond  with  that  of 
the  count}'.  During  this  year  a  number  of  lots 
were  disposed  of  and  a  number  of  persons  removed 
into  the  place. 

In  September,  1836,  William  Gordon  came  to 
Bloomington  and  soon  after  erected  the  first  frame 
building  in  the  place.  It  was  designed  as  a  hotel 
and  used  for  that  purpose  many  years.  It  was 
erected  for  R.  C.  Kinney.  At  that  time  there  were 
but  two  buildings  in  the  place.  Among  those  Mr. 
Gordon  found  living  here  were  William  St.  John, 
Giles  and  Jonathan  Pcttibone,  J.  Craig,  John 
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Champ,  Norman  Fullington,  Moses  Couch,  Lyman 
C.  Hine,  Suel  Foster,  John  Yanatta,  James  W. 
Casey,  Adam  Oglivie,  T.  M.  Isett,  Mr,  Norton  and 
wife,  and  R.  C.  Kinney  and  wife. 

The  second  frame  building  erected  in  Blooming¬ 
ton  was  in  the  spring  of  1837,  and  was  built  by 
Mr.  Gordon  for  John  Vanatta,  who  opened  a  tavern 
therein  as  soon  as  it  was  completed.  During  this 
year  Adam  Ogilvie  opened  the  second  store  in  the 
place.  Joseph  Bridgeman  also  soon  after  opened 
a  store  for  general  merchandise.  William  Gordon, 
Henry  Reece,  and  H.  H.  Hine  were  the  first  carpen¬ 
ters.  While  this  Album  was  in  course  of  prepara¬ 
tion  an  old  settler  of  Muscatine  presented  to  the 
Daily  News  the  following  list  of  names  of  those 
who  first  began  business  in  this  city: 

Carpenters — Joseph  Iloopes,  Edward  Ballard,  II. 
II.  Hine,  D.  C.  Cloud,  Reece  Brothers,  William 
Gordon,  Lyman  Hine,  Richard  Cadle,  Edward  Olm- 
stead,  Abraham  Smalley. 

Blacksmiths — Hiram  Blanchard,  Tyler  Smalley, 
George  Babcock,  John  Mikesell. 

Gunsmiths — Henry  Molis,  Daniel  Smith. 

Tinsmith — James  Bretlinger. 

Shoemakers — George  Hutchinson,  John  Seiler, 
John  Evry,  Robert  Farnham. 

Tailors — Andrew  Fimple,  George  Earl,  Silas 
Heaton,  Robert  Tillard,  M.  M.  Berkshire. 

Cabinet-makers— John  Fitten,  J.  P.  Freeman, 
David  Ingels. 

Harness-makers — J.  M.  Kane,  Alex.  Jackson. 

Painters — Moses  Couch,  Chris  Houser,  Sam  Hou¬ 
ser. 

Brick  and  Stone  Masons — Mi  ram  Ward,  David 
Petrikan,  Ethan  Allen,  Turner  Israel,  Charles  Ogil¬ 
vie,  Daniel  Mauck,  Hiram  Matthews. 

Coopers — Walter  S.  Benner. 

Watchmakers — William  Sherwood,  Noah  Fieock. 

Hatter — A.  M.  Hare. 

Wagon-makers — William  Horsley,  John  Garvan, 
Horace  Candee. 

Plasterers — Jacob  Isreal,  Alfred  Purcell,  D.  G. 
McCloud,  Jacob  Wallaker,  Norman  S.  Dunbar. 

Bakers — Henry  Funck,  Aaron  Plummer,  Adam 
Reuling. 

Millwright — Isaac  Magoon. 

The  town  of  Bloomington  grew  slowly,  but  in 


1839  it  was  thought  best  to  incorporate,  and  so  an 
act  was  passed  bj'  the  Territorial  Legislature,  ap¬ 
proved  Jan.  23,  1839,  for  its  incorporation.  At 
that  time  it  contained  a  population  of  seventy-one 
souls,  and  had  thirty-three  buildings  on  the  town- 
plat.  The  original  description  was  “all  that  part 
or  tract  of  land  in  township  76  north,  range  2  west, 
and  township  77  north,  range  2  west,  which  has 
been  surve3-ed  and  laid  off  into  town  lots  for  com¬ 
mercial  purposes.”  About  this  time  John  Vanater, 
Aaron  Usher,  and  Err  Thornton,  County  Commis¬ 
sioners,  selected  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
35,  township  77,  range  2  west,  under  the  act  of 
Congress  donation  to  eacli  county  a  quarter  section 
of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  county  build¬ 
ings.  This  land  now  lies  nearly  in  the  center  of  the 
city.  At  the  first  election  for  town  officers  the  Hon. 
Joseph  Williams  was  elected  President;  and  Arthur 
Washburn,  Henry  Reece,  B.  P.  Howland,  Trustees. 
Moses  Couch  was  elected  Recorder.  At  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Board,  held  May  10,  1839,  the  fore¬ 
going  officers  were  sworn  in.  On  the  16th  of  May 
Moses  Couch  was  appointed  City  Treasurer;  John 
Marbla,  Marshal;  John  J.  Reece,  Street  Commis¬ 
sioner;  Charles  II.  Fish,  Assessor. 

In  1851  a  special  city  charter  was  granted  the 
city  of  Muscatine,  its  first  election  being  held  in 
March  of  that  year.  Zephaniah  Washburn  was 
elected  Mayor,  but,  resigning,  A.  Macau  ley  was 
elected  in  his  place.  From  that  time  Muscatine 
has  been  under  the  city  government,  and  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  thing  the  official  acts  of  its  officers  have  met 
with  public  approval.  Few  cities  of  its  size  pre¬ 
sent  a  more  attractive  appearance.  Its  police  de¬ 
partment  is  well  managed,  and  its  fire  department 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  It  was  first  organ¬ 
ized  in  1875,  by  the  Champion  Hose  Company, 
since  which  time  other  companies  have  been  or¬ 
ganized,  and  its  service  systematized.  Its  hose 
companies  and  its  hook  and  ladder  com panies  have 
taken  several  premiums  at  State  Associations. 

Although  Bloomington  was  laid  out  in  1836,  no 
post-office  was  established  at  this  point  until  1839. 
At  this  time  an  office  was  established,  and  a  Mr. 
Stowell  was  appointed  Postmaster,  but  before  his 
commission  arrived  he  left  the  place.  Edward  E. 
Fay  wTas  then  appointed,  and  lias  the  honor  of  be- 
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ing  the  first  Postmaster  of  Bloomington  or  Musca¬ 
tine.  Mr.  Fay  died  in  1840,  and  was  succeeded  in 
office  by  his  brother,  Pliny  Fay,  who  continued  to 
serve  during  the  Harrison  and  Tyler  administra¬ 
tions.  The  election  of  James  K.  Polk  necessitated 
a  change  in  the  post-office,  and  George  Earll  re¬ 
ceived  the  appointment.  He  established  the  office 
in  a  small  frame  building,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Tremont  Hall.  Mr.  Earll  soon  died  of  consump¬ 
tion,  and  his  daughter  Lucy  was  subsequently  ap¬ 
pointed.  In  1849,  on  the  installation  of  Gen.  Tay¬ 
lor,  Nathan  L.  Stout  was  appointed  Postmaster.  At 
that  time  he  was  editor  of  the  Bloomington  Herald. 
He  removed  the  office  to  a  new  frame  building 
which  stood  on  the  site  of  A.  M.  Winn’s  store. 
The  quarters  were  more  commodious  than  ever 
before;  but  Mr.  Stout  served  less  than  a  year,  and 
Richard  Cadle  took  the  office,  lie  served  accept¬ 
ably  during  the  remainder  of  the  term,  moving  the 
office  to  the  lower  room  in  Freeman’s  Block,  at 
Pappoose  Creek  bridge  on  Second  street.  In  1853 
President  Pierce  appointed  Henry  Reece  Post¬ 
master.  A  portion  of  the  time  Mr.  Reece  retained 
the  rooms  in  which  he  found  the  office,  but  finally 
removed  to  the  Boston  House  on  Iowa  avenue.  Mr. 
Reece  opposed  the  Nebraska  bill,  and  was  removed 
from  office  after  three  years  of  service.  John  A. 
McCormick  succeeded  to  the  place,  and  removed 
the  office  to  the  east  end  of  Second  street.  In  I860 
Robert  Williams  was  appointed  by  President  Bu¬ 
chanan,  but  the  change  in  administration,  one  year 
later,  caused  a  change  also  in  ollice.  John  Mahin 
became  Postmaster  in  1861.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year  he  removed  the  office  to  Iowa  avenue.  In 
1869  R.  AY.  II.  Brent  was  appointed  to  the  office 
by  President  Grant.  The  office  was  removed  to 
Butler’s  Block,  Iowa  avenue.  In  1873  John  Ma¬ 
hin  was  re-appointed,  and  under  his  administration 
the  office  was  established  in  the  spacious  quarters 
still  occupied  on  Second  street,  between  Iowa  ave¬ 
nue  and  Chestnut  street,  called  Stein’s  building,  or 
more  latterly,  the  Post-office  building.  It  is  one 
of  the  finest  offices  in  the  State.  In  1878  B.  Beach 
was  appointed  Postmaster,  and  is  still  serving  in 
that  capacity. 

RELIGIOUS. 


i  r  The  religious  interests  of  Muscatine  are  repre¬ 


sented  by  many  of  the  leading  religious  denomina¬ 
tions  of  the  day.  The  Methodists  were  the  pioneers 
in  this  city.  In  the  fall  of  1837  Rev.  Norris  Ro¬ 
bert,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
began  holding  services  in  this  place.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Barton  H.  Cartwright,  who 
held  servicesin  the  bar-room  of*the  Iowa  house — 
the  first  hotel  in  the  place.  In  the  spring  of  1839 
Rev.  Brace  was  sent  by  the  Rock  River  Conference, 
and  in  July  of  that  year  organized  the  first  class, 
consisting  of  seven  members.  The  first  quarterly 
meeting  of  which  there  is  any  record,  was  held 
at  Bloomington,  Oct.  3,  1840.  The  next  was 
held  Jan.  2,  1841.  From  this  time  on  the  church 
gradually  grew  in  numbers,  and  has  succeeded  in 
accomplishing  much  good  work  in  the  community. 

In  1840  a  building  was  erected  for  school  and  re¬ 
ligious  purposes,  which  was  used  alternately  by  the 
Methodists  and  Presbyterians  until  1846,  when 
the  former  society  obtained  exclusive  control  of 
it.  In  1860  a  large  and  commodious  church  edi¬ 
fice  was  erected  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  W. 

E.  Cowles.  The  church  is  now  well  organized  in 
its  various  departments,  and  is  at  present  enjoying 
the  ministrations  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Wilson  as  pastor. 

The  Musserville  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
erected,  during  1 875,  previous  to  the  organization  of 
its  society.  It  was  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  and  was  known  as  Muscatine  Circuit 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Rev.  A.  V.  Francis 
was  appointed  to  the  pastorate,  and  remained  three 
vears,  during  which  time  the  church  was  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition.  It  has  continued  to  prosper, 
and  has  done  much  good  in  that  part  of  the  city  in 
which  it  is  located. 

The  German  Methodist  Church  was  organized  hv 
Rev.  Henry  Feigcnbaum  and  John  Plank.  Its  first 
house  of  worship  was  completed  in  1852,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,050.  It  was  used  until  1871,  when  it  was 
sold,  and  the  present  church  edifice  was  erected  and 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God  on  the 
25th  day  of  August,  1872.  The  cost  of  the  build¬ 
ing  was  $7,000. 

The  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  like 
the  other  societies  of  this  denomination  in  this  city, 
is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  It  dates  its 
organization  since  1848.  \  < 
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The  First  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized, 
July  6,  1839,  by  Rev.  John  Stocker,  who  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society. 
It  was  organized  as  the  “First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Muscatine  County,  Iowa  Ter.”  In  the  winter  of 
1841-42,  a  majority  of  the  church,  including  both 
elders,  voted  for  a  New  School  connection,  while  a 
minority  of  eleven  determined  on  joining  the  Old 
School  body.  These,  without  and  formal  re-organi¬ 
zation,  claiming  the  succession,  chose  new  officers 
and  perpetuated  a  church,  which  now  bears  the 
name  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  Iowa.  In  1843  a  portion  of  this  church  united 
with  others  in  organizing  a  Congregational,  by 
which  the  New  School  Presbyterian  was  absorbed. 
The  Firs t-Presby ter ian  Church,  after  disposing  of 
their  original  house  of  worship,  erected  a  commo¬ 
dious  one  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  street  and  Iowa 
avenue,  at  a  cost  of  about  $20,000.  Rev.  S.  H. 
Parvin  is  the  present  pastor  of  this  church,  and 
under  his  efficient  administration  the  body  is  in  a 
most  flourishing  condition. 

The  First  German  Presbyterian  Church  was 
organized  June  1,  1855;  but  previous  to  this  time 
meetings  were  held  in  the  various  parts  of  the  city 
b}'  those  of  German  [nationality,  who  believed  in 
the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  1857 
the  congregation  purchased  the  old  Methodist 
Church  on  Third  street,  which  they  afteward  sold 
to  the  city,  and  erected  a  more  commodious  house 
on  Second  street. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Muscatine  dates 
its  organization  to  the  fall  of  1841.  A  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  Oct.  2,  1841,  by  those  of  the  Baptist 
faith,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  becoming  a  constituted  church;  and 
after  mature  deliberations  resolved  to  request  a 
council,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  con¬ 
stitution,  covenant  and  articles  of  faith,  and  report 
to  the  next  meeting.  On  the  17th  day  of  October, 
1841,  the  committee  reported,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  invite  Elder  E.  Fisher,  and  such  other  aid  as 
might  be  secured,  for  the  organization  of  the 
church.  On  the  30th  day  of  the  same  month 
the  church  was  formally  organized,  and  took  the 
name  of  the  “First  Baptist  Church  of  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Muscatine  Co.,  Iowa  Ter.”  Stephen  Headly 


was  elected  Deacon.  Elder  Fisher  was  employed  as 
pastor  for  one-fourth  his  time,  at  a  salary  of  $100. 
Until  February,  1843,  all  meetings  were  held  in 
private  houses,  after  which  the  congregation  met 
for  worship  in  the  court-house.  In  1844  the 
church  voted  to  become  a  corporate  body,  and  also 
resolved  to  establish  and  support  a  Sabbath-school, 
with  four  Superintendents,  who  directed  said  school 
alternately  in  each  month.  In  1 850  the  first  house 
of  worship  was  completed.  This  was  used  until 
1868,  when  a  new  church  edifice  was  completed, 
and  November  8  of  that  year  it  was  dedicated. 
Rev.  S.  E.  Wilcox  is  the  present  pastor  of  the 
church. 

The  German  Baptist  Church  was  organized  Feb. 
20,  1859,  with  an  original  membership  of  thirty. 
Until  October,  1864,  the  congregation  worshiped  in 
a  school-house,  when  a  house  of  worship  was 
erected  and  dedicated  the  last  Sunday  in  Septem¬ 
ber;  Rev.  J.  F.  Gubalman,  of  St.  Louis,  preaching 
the  sermon.  Rev.  Ilenry  Ililzinger  is  the  present 
pastor  of  this  church,  which  is  located  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Walnut  and  Sixth  streets. 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Muscatine  was 
organized  on  the  29th  of  November,  1843,  with 
articles  of  faith,  covenant  and  by-laws,  according 
to  the  Congregational  order.  There  were  twenty  - 
six  members  included  in  its  organization.  Rev.  A. 
B.  Robbins,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  a  missionary  of  the 
American  Home  Missionary  Society,  served  the 
church  as  acting  pastor  until  January,  1853,  and 
was  then  installed  as  pastor.  This  relation  con¬ 
tinues  to  the  present  time,  Mr.  Robbins  being  the 
oldest  pastor  in  the  point  of  service  in  the  State  of 
Iowa.  The  church  erected  its  first  house  of  wor¬ 
ship  during  the  years  1843  and  1844.  During  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  the  church 
was  radical  in  its  opposition  to  the  “peculiar  insti¬ 
tution.”  It  has  also  been  prominent  in  the  advo¬ 
cacy  of  the  principles  of  total  abstinence  from  the 
traffic  and  use  of  intoxicating  drinks.  Its  present 
house  of  worship  is  on  Chestnut  street,  between 
Second  and  Third  streets.  The  church  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition. 

The  German  Congregational  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1854,  and  erected  a  house  of  worship  in 
1855.  The  church  is  located  on  Cedar,  between 
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Second  and  Third  streets.  Rev.  J.  hath  is  the 
present  pastor. 

Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1839,  and  in  1841  built  a  house  of  worship 
in  connection  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which 
used  the  upper  story  of  it  for  a  lodge-room.  The 
Society  now  worships  in  a  stone  church,  built  in 
Gothic  style,  in  1852,  and  enlarged  into  a  cruci¬ 
form  building  in  1855,  located  on  Second,  between 
Walnut  and  Mulberry  streets.  Rev.  E.  C.  Padget 
is  the  present  rector  of  the  church. 

St.  Matthias  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  located 
on  Eighth,  between  Chestnut  and  Linn  streets.  The 
first  edifice  in  which  the  Catholics  of  Muscatine 
County  worshiped  was  a  frame  house,  20x30  feet, 
made  in  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  by  order  of  Bishop 
Matthias  Loras,  of  Dubuque,  and  rafted  down  the 
Mississippi  River  to  Bloomington,  Iowa,  where  it 
was  erected,  in  1842,  on  the  corner  of  Second  and 
Cedar  streets.  The  church  soon  became  too  small, 
and  was  added  to  at  different  periods,  but  the 
number  of  members  increasing  more  and  more,  and 
the  place  proving  inadequate,  it  was  sold — building 
and  lot— in  1856,  for  $6,500,  and  out  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  sale  a  block  was  bought  of  Reece 
Hooper,  on  Eighth,  between  Pine  and  Chestnut 
streets,  and  a  building  erected,  80x40  feet,  and  27 
feet  high  in  the  clear.  Up  to  1851  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  under  the  charge  of  missionary  priests, 
who  visited  it  occasionally  from  Dubuque,  Daven¬ 
port,  and  Iowa  City.  In  1851  the  first  resident  priest, 
Rev.  P.  T.  McCormick,  was  sent  here,  but  re¬ 
mained  only  a  few  months.  In  November  of  the 
same  year  the  Rev.  P.  Laurent  took  charge  of  the 
congregation,  and  is  yet  at  the  same  post.  I  he 
school  attached  to  the  church  was  founded  in  1862, 
and  is  under  the  charge  of  nine  Sisters  of  Charity, 
of  the  Order  of  the  Blessed  Virgin.  The  average 
number  of  scholars  is  300,  divided  into  four  class¬ 
rooms,  including  the  select  school.  All  branches 
of  a  common  English  education  are  taught  in  this 
school,  together  with  the  German  language  and  the 
higher  branches  in  the  select  school.  The  congre¬ 
gation  of  St.  Matthias  was  an  assemblage  of  people 
of  many  nations  and  languages,  the  English  pre¬ 
dominating.  The  Germans  were  to  the  Irish  as 
one  is  to  three.  In  1854  the  Church  of  St.  Malachy, 


in  township  76,  was  built  by  this  congregation;  in 
1857  the  first  Catholic  Church  at  Wilton  was  built 
by  the  same  means;  and  finally,  in  1875,  the  church 
at  Nichols  was  built  by  the  people  of  that  place. 
In  1876  St.  Mary’s  Church  was  erected  by  the 
people  of  St.  Matthias  congregation,  and  given  to 
the  Germans.  Notwithstanding  these  different 
branches,  the  Church  of  St.  Matthias  still  numbers 
200  families  of  Irish,  Americans,  French,  and  Ger¬ 
mans.  The  language  of  the  church  is  English.  St. 
Matthias  Church  is  a  gem  inside,  and  reminds  one 
of  the  Annunciado  of  Genoa.  In  1868  the  church 
was  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  sanctuary,  built 
in  the  rear  part;  and  in  1880  by  the  erection  of  a 
tower  100  feet  high.  In  this  tower  is  a  clock, 
which  strikes  the  hours  and  the  quarters.  The  bells 
used  in  connection  with  it  weigh  in  the  aggregate 
10,000  pounds;  and  the  whole  structure,  on  one  of 
Muscatine’s  most  romantic  hills,  makes  an  appear¬ 
ance  not  surpassed  by  any  place  in  this  beautiful 
city. 

St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  has  been  in 
existence  about  fourteen  years.  During  the  spring 
of  the  year  1875  the  Rev.  Father  P.  Laurent 
purchased  of  G.  Schultz,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  five 
acres  of  land  for  the  sum  of  $2,000,  which  he 
deeded  to  the  German-American  Beneficial  Society 
of  Muscatine,  with  the  understanding  that  in  the 
case  of  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  the  ground,  they 
make  a  deed  to  the  purchaser  according  to  the 
former’s  directions.  Eventually  some  two  acres  of 
the  land  were  sold  to  John  and  George  A.  Schaefer, 
of  this  city,  for  $1,945.  The  remaining  ground 
was  deeded  to  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  John  Hen¬ 
nessey,  of  Dubuque.  During  the  same  year  Father 
Laurent  obtained  permission  from  the  Bishop  to 
build  a  church  on  the  premises  referred  to.  A  sub¬ 
scription  was  subsequently  taken  up,  added  to  the 
amount  realized  on  the  sale  of  the  two  acres,  and. 
in  1876,  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice  was  com¬ 
menced,  being  completed  in  1877.  1  he  building 

stood  idle  until  January,  1879,  when  Rev.  Father 
J.  I.  G reiser  was  appointed  by  the  Bishop  to  preside 
over  the  church,  and  during  the  same  month  the 
congregation  was  regularly  organized,  with  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  over  100  families. 

The  German  Independent  Lutheran  Church  was 
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organized  in  1848,  and  has  property  valued  at 
$4,000. 

The  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ 
was  organized  in  1850,  and  built  a  house  of  wor¬ 
ship  in  1851.  Rev.  L.  B.  Hicks  is  the  present  pas¬ 
tor. 

The  Society  of  Friends  organized  a  branch  of 
the  Iowa  Y'early  Meeting  at  Muscatine  in  1852. 
Indulged  meetings  had  been  held  through  the  sum¬ 
mer  by  the  families  of  this  society  for  some  time, 
and  in  September  of  the  year  mentioned  the  pre¬ 
parative  meeting  was  started,  which  was  held  in 
private  houses  until  1856,  at  which  time  a  regular 
house  of  worship  was  erected.  Mrs.  Amelia  Darling 
was  the  first  minister  of  the  Muscatine  meetings. 
Rev.  John  Fry  is  the  present  minister. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The  public  schools  of  Muscatine  are  the  pride  of 
its  citizens.  The  first  school  was  taught  bjr  J.  A. 
Parvin,  who  rented  a  small  cabin  for  $8,  and  in 
May,  1839,  commenced  the  first  term.  In  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Muscatine  County,  published  by  the  West¬ 
ern  Historical  Company,  is  a  very  complete  history 
of  the  public  schools  furnished  by  the  Hon.  G.  B. 
Dennison,  to  which  the  reader’s  attention  is  called. 
For  some  years  the  superintendency  of  the  schools 
have  been  under  the  management  of  F.  M.  Witter, 
who  ranks  among  the  best  teachers  in  the  State  of 
Iowa. 

SOCIETIES. 

Muscatine  is  well  supplied  with  secret  and  be¬ 
nevolent  societies,  including  Masons,  Odd  Fellows, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  United  Workmen,  Iowa  Legion 
of  Honor,  American  Legion  of  Honor,  Northwest¬ 
ern  Legion  of  Honor,  Y.  A.  S.,  Ro}ral  Arcanum, 
Knights  of  Honor,  U.  A.  O.  D.,  Mechanics’  Aid 
Society,  St.  Joseph  Benevolent  Society,  and  Mus¬ 
catine  Turner  Society,  and  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America. 

Iowa  Lodge  No.  2,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,was  instituted 
at  Bloomington,  Iowa  Territory,  by  letters  of  dis¬ 
pensation  granted  by  Deputy  Grand  Master  Joseph 
Foster,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  Feb.  15, 
1841.  The  first  officers  were:  Ansel  Humphrey, 
W.  M.;  John  Lilly,  Jr.,  S.  W.;  B.  S.  Olds,  J.  W.; 
P.  J.  Jean,  Tyler.  A  charter  was  granted  Jan.  8, 


1844,  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Oli¬ 
ver  Cock,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  Territory, 
to  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  W.  M.;  A.  F.  Ilofmeyer, 

S.  W.;  F.  O.  Beckett,  J.  W.;  and  others.  The 
present  officers  of  the  lodge  are:  C.  R.  Conner, 
W.  M.;  August  Schmidt,  S.  W.;  J.  F.  Rosemunt, 
J.  W. ;  Samuel  Cohn,  Treas. ;  1).  II.  Block,  Sec.; 
Robert  Carter,  S.  D.;  J.  S.  Neitzel,  J.  I).;  K.  Dunn, 
Tyler.  The  present  membership  of  the  lodge  is 
sixt}'-one,  and  the  value  of  the  lodge  property  $800. 

Hawkeye  Lodge  No.  30,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  dispensation  under  the  name  of  Hum¬ 
phrey  Bodge  No.  30,  in  September,  1851.  In  June, 
1852,  a  charter  was  granted  to  E.  Kline,  W.  M.;  II. 
D.  La  Cossitt,  S.  W. ;  L.  D.  Palmer,  J.  W.,  and 
others.  At  a  meeting  held  May  31, 1854,  the  name 
was  changed  to  Ilawkejm  Lodge  No.  30.  The  last 
meeting  under  the  old  name  was  held  June  6,  1854, 
and  the  first  meeting  under  the  new  name  June  13, 
1854.  The  lodge  has  had  a  very  prosperous  exist¬ 
ence,  and  has  a  present  membership  of  120. 

Washington  Chapter  No.  4,  R.  A.  M.,  was  organ¬ 
ized  under  dispensation,  and  a  charter  granted  Sept. 
17,  1852.  The  first  officers  were:  Ansel  Hum¬ 
phreys,  M.  E.  II.  P. ;  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  King; 
George  W.  Wilkinson,  Scribe;  J.  D.  Byers,  C.  of 
II.;  William  Williams,  P.  S.;  L.  A.  Williams,  R.  A* 
C.;  Josiali  Parvin,  M.  of  3d  Veil;  B.  Brooks,  M.  of 
2d  Veil;  G.  W.  Madden,  M.  of  1st  Veil.  The  pres¬ 
ent  officers  are:  H.  M.  Dean,  H.  P. ;  William  A. 
McCampbell,  King;  G.  D.  Lezott,  Scribe;  James 
Morrison,  Treas.  The  present  membership  is  sev¬ 
enty. 

De  Molay  Commandery  No.  1,  K.  T.,  was  insti¬ 
tuted  under  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  the  United  States,  represented  by  Sir 
Knight  W.  B.  Hubbard,  General  Grand  Master  of 
the  General  Grand  Encampment,  March  14,  1855. 
The  first  officers  were:  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  C.  O. 
M.  D. ;  J.  L.  Dazin,  Generalissimo;  William  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Captain -General;  William  Leffingwell,M.  E. 

T.  ;  L.  D.  Palmer,  S.  W. ;  William  Gordon,  J.  W.; 
J.  B.  Dougherty,  Treas.;  J.  H.  Wallace,  Recorder; 
J.  R.  Hotsock,  Sword  Bearer;  Henry  Hoover,  War¬ 
den.  A  charter  was  granted  in  September,  1856. 
The  commandery  lias  had  a  flourishing  existence, 


and  has  numbered  among  its  members  some  of  the 
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best  citizens  of  Muscatine  and  surrounding  coun¬ 
try.  The  present  membership  of  the  commandery 
is  eighty-two. 

Electa  Chapter,  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
was  organized  dan.  10,  1874,  growing  out  of  the 
‘‘Constancy  Family,”  a  lodge  of  the  same  Order, 
which  owed  its  prosperity  to  lion.  P.  A.  Brumfield, 
then  Deputy  Grand  Patron.  The  charter  members 
were:  P.  A.  Brumfield  and  wife,  W.  B.  Langridge 
S.  C.  Dunn  and  wife,  J.  P.  Walton  and  wife,  d.  Mor¬ 
rison,  C.  Page  and  wife,  II.  Madden  and  wife,  M. 
Block  and  wife,  R.  Hawley  and  wife,  E.  B.  Lewis, 
d.  Schumaker  and  wife,  W.  Leffingwell,  Mrs.  11.  E. 
Bitzer,  Mrs.  It.  Dunn,  Mrs.  II.  E.  Parmelee,  Mrs.  It. 

B.  Ewing,  Mrs.  It.  Miller  and  Miss  Morrison.  The 
following  were  charter  officers:  W.  B.  Langridge, 
W.  P.;  Mrs.  S.  Block,  W.  M.;  Mrs.  II.  Brumfield, 
A.  M.;  Mrs.  A.  Hawley,  Treas. ;  Mrs.  II.  E.  Bitzer, 
Sec.;  Mrs.  d.  Dunn,  Cond.;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Walton,  A. 

C. ;  Mrs.  P.  Pyatt,  W.;  Mr.  G.  Winn,  S.;  Mrs.  II. 
E.  Parmelee,  A.;  Miss  L.  Morrison,  It. ;  Mrs.  R. 
Dunn,  E.;  Mrs.  It.  Miller,  M.;  Mrs.  It.  Ew¬ 
ing,  E.  The  officers  were:  W.  B.  Langridge, 
W.  P.;  Mrs.  II.  E.  Parmelee,  W.  M.;  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Dunn,  A.  M.:  Mrs.  It.  Dunn,  Treas.;  Miss  E.  C.  Par¬ 
melee,  Sec.;  Miss  M.  Frazier,  Cond.;  Mrs.  C.  Fox, 
Asst.  Cond.;  Mrs.  P.  Murphy,  Warder;  P.  Murphy, 
Sentinel;  Mrs.  II.  E.  Bitzer,  A.;  Mrs.  N.  Ewing,  It.; 
Mrs.  F.  Sprague,  E. ;  Mrs.  E.  B.  Lewis,  M.;  Mrs.  S. 
Wymer,  E. 

The  present  membership  consists  of  eighty  or 
ninety  persons,  many  who  were  members  having 
removed  to  other  places.  The  place  of  meeting  is 
in  Masonic  hall,  Second  street.  A  few  words  in 
regard  to  the  origin  and  objects  of  the  order  may 
not  be  amiss.  The  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  is  an 
Adoptive  rite,  so  called  from  having  originated  and 
been  adopted  by  the  members  of  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  as  a  means  of  social  enjoyment,  whereby 
the  wives,  mothers,  widows,  sisters,  and  daughters 
of  Master  Masons  in  good  standing,  may  work  to¬ 
gether  in  the  common  cause  of  humanity,  to  assist 
in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  sick  and  needy, 
to  reach  forth  the  hand  of  sympathy  in  the  hour  of 
trial,  and  especially  to  give  aid  to  strangers  who 
may  need  assistance,  and  who  are  proven,  by  the 
secret  signs  of  the  order,  to  be  worthy  members. 


Electa  Chapter  has  not  been  backward  in  its  deeds 
of  charity,  and  has  the  testimony  of  not  only  many 
in  our  midst,  but  also  of  strangers,  to  prove  this 
fact. 

The  present  officers  are:  Fred  Geisler,  W.  P. ; 
Mrs.  Emma  Dean,  W.  M.,  and  Mrs.  II.  E.  Bitzer,  A. 
M.;  Mrs.  Emma  C.  Smith,  Sec.;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Fox, 
Treas.;  Mrs.  L.  E.  Geisler,  Cond.;  Mrs.  Wymer,  A. 

C. ;  I).  P.  Hebbard,  Warden;  George  C.  Winn,  Sen¬ 
tinel;  Miss  H.  E.  Parmelee,  A.;  Miss  Ida  Marvis, 
R.;  Mrs.  Ella  R.  Frazier,  E.;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hebbard, 
M.;  Miss  Ida  Appel,  C. 

Muscatine  Lodge  No.  40,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  insti¬ 
tuted  March  23,  184G.  Its  charter  was  regranted 
Oct.  22,  1852,  with  Pi.  II.  Albic,  N.  G.;  II.  Cadle, 

D.  G.;  Ilosea  John,  Sec.;  Pliny  Fay,  Treas.  The 
lodge  lias  been  prosperous,  and  now  numbers  sixty- 
seven  members.  Its  present  officers  are:  G.  Bit¬ 
zer,  N.  G.;  T.  T.  Fitzpatrick,  1).  G.;  Barney  Beil, 
Treas.;  Ezra  Goodrich,  Sec-.;  J.  Bridgeman,  Perma¬ 
nent  Sec. 

Prairie  Encampment  No.  4,  I.  ().  ().  F.,  was  in¬ 
stituted  in  1853.  After  the  lapse  of  several  years, 
for  certain  causes,  the  charter,  books,  and  papers 
were  surrendered  to  the  Grand  Scribe.  The  books 
have  never  been  returned,  but  a  new  charter  was 
granted  Nov.  10,  1869.  The  first  officers  then 
elected  were:  Joseph  Bridgeman,  C.  P. ;  W.  B. 
Keeler,  II.  P.;  S.  G.  Stein,  S.  W.;  II.  M.  Iline,  J. 
W. ;  Ed.  Hock,  Scribe;  M.  Block,  Sec.  The  present 
membership  of  the  encampment  is  thirty,  with  E. 
M.  Kessinger,  C.  P.;  Joseph  Bridgeman,  II.  1\;  J. 
Earb,  S.  W.;  Will  Appel,  J.  W.;  G.  Bitzer,  Scribe; 
J.  P.  Lewis,  Treas. 

Miriam  Lodge,  No.  27,  Daughters  of  Rebecca, 

I.  ().  O.  F.,  was  instituted  March  1 1,  1870,  with  S.  G. 
Stein  and  Mrs.  A.  C.  Stein,  W.  B.  Keeler  and  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Keeler,  II.  II.  Iline  and  Mrs.  U.  Iline,  M. 
Block  and  Mrs.  S.  Block,  Joseph  Bridgeman  and 
Mrs.  J.  Bridgeman,  W.  B.  Reynolds  and  Mrs.  II. 
Reynolds,  Ed  Hock  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Hock.  John 
Lemp,  R.  Musser,  C.  R.  Fox,  B.  Beach,  P.  Stein, 

J.  A.  Reuling  and  Mrs.  Leo  Reuling.  W.  B.  Lan- 
ridge  and  Mrs.  S.  Lanridge.  The  present  officers  of 
the  lodge  are:  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Fox,  N.  G.;  Mrs. 
Gertie  Anson,  I).  G.;  Miss  Ida  Appel,  Sec.;  Mrs.  G. 
Bitzer,  Treas.  Its  membership  is  about  fifty. 
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Eagle  Lodge  No.  10,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  was  organ¬ 
ized  under  charter  granted  June  9,  1875.  It  lias 
had  a  very  prosperous  existence,  and  has  a  present 
membership  of  197.  Its  present  officers  are  M. 
Bowlby,  Foreman;  L.  R.  Frutig,  Overseer;  W.  F. 
Eichoff,  Recorder;  J.  E.  Engel,  Financier;  C.  Ilet- 
zel,  Receiver,  Cal.  W.  Smith,  George  E.  Lezotte. 
E.  K.  Tyler,  Medical  Examiners. 

Muscatine  Lodge  No.  99,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  Feb.  16,  1877,  with  forty-three  charter 
members.  It  now  has  a  membership  of  100,  with 
D.  B.  Hoffman,  1J.  M.  W. ;  F.  M.  Iladley,  M.  W. ; 
T.  Brown,  Foreman;  M.  C.  Mayes,  Overseer;  C.  F. 
Cadle,  Recorder;  A.  LI.  Carpenter,  Financier;  John 
Stockdale,  Receiver;  W.  J.  Low  hr. 

The  Y.  A.  S.  fraternity  was  organized  May  19, 
1880,  with  twenty-nine  charter  members,  which 
have  been  increased  to  forty-six.  The  present  officers 
are:  J.  F.  Beard,  Rector;  II.  B.  McCabe,  Vice  Rec¬ 
tor;  T.  B.  Prosser,  Treas.;  William  Molis,  Scribe. 

Muscatine  Council  No.  360,  Royal  Arcanum 
March  22,  1881.  It  has  a  present  membership  of 
eighteen,  with  H.  J.  Lauder,  Regent;  William  C. 
Schenck,  Sec.;  S.  Cohn,  Treas.;  Cal.  W.  Smith, 
Col.;  Cal.  W.  Smith,  Medical  Examiner. 

American  Legion  of  Honor  was  organized  in 
1861,  with  sixty  charter  members.  Its  present  of¬ 
ficers  are:  S.  M.  Cobb,  C.;  Cal.  W.  Smith,  Col.; 
Fred  Reppert,  Treas.;  Ella  C.  Smith,  Sec.;  Dr.  S. 
M.  Cobb  and  Dr.  Cal.  W.  Smith,  Medical  Exam¬ 


iners. 

The  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor  is  represented  by 
Argus  Lodge  No.  17,  which  was  organized  May  20, 
1859,  with  fifty  ^charter  members.  It  has  a  present 
membership  of  102,  with  Thomas  Watson,  Pres.; 
R.  B.  Huff,  Vice  Pres.;  Amos  C.  Hopkinson,  Rec. 
Sec.;  E.  II.  Dolson,  Fin.  Sec.;  W.  G.  Blocks,  Sec.; 
George  O.  Brinn,  Chap.:  J.  W.  John,  Usher;  David 
Herwig,  Doorkeeper;  O.  Pressler,  Sent. 

Excelsior  Circle  No.  2,  Northwestern  Legion  of 
Honor,  was  instituted  in  1881,  with  forty  charter 
members.  Its  present  officers  are:  Dr.  S.  M.  Cobb, 
Com.;  Fred  Reppert,  Treas.;  Cal.  W.  Smith,  Col.; 
Ella  C.  Smith,  Sec.;  S.  M.  Cobb  and  Cal.  W.  Smith, 
Medical  Examiners. 

Germania  Lodge  No.  1066,  was  instituted  Maj- 
9,  1878.  It  has  a  present  membership  of  forty, 

- - 


with  George  Schneider,  Die.;  F.  Grade,  Sec.;  J. 
Raiding,  Per.  Sec.;  Charles  Graffe,  Sr.,  Treas. 

Wyoming  Lodge  No.  76,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
was  instituted  May  18,  1882.  Its  first  officers  were 

J.  H.  Pickier,  P.  C.;  R.  B.  Huff,  C.  C.;  George  R. 
Cloud,  B.  C.;  C.  II.  Sterneman,  P.;  W.  L.  Sharp, 

K.  of  R.  and  S.;  E.  II.  Dolsen.  M.  of  F.;  E.  C. 
Cook,  M.  of  E.;  H.  J.  Lauder,  M.  at  A.;  A.  N. 
Garlock,  I.  G. ;  Joe  F.  Beard,  O.  G.  Its  present 
officers  are  Philip  Snyder,  P.  C.;  James  St.  John, 

C.  C.;  Harry  C.  Madden,  Y.  C. ;  Oscar  Grosheim, 

P. ;  W.  I).  Hine,  M.  of  E. ;  E.  II.  Dolsen,  M.  of  F.; 

J.  R.  Reuling,  K.  of  R.  and  S.;  J.  Reitz,  M.  at  A.; 
Paul  Steinmetz,  1.  G.;  J.  R.  Hanley,  O.  G. 

Muscatine  Division  No.  12,  Knights  of  Pythias, 
was  instituted  Aug.  27,  1884,  and  has  had  a  very 
flourishing  existence. 

Muscatine  Grove,  No.  6,  U.  A.  O.  D.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  Feb.  4, 1876,  with  thirteen  charter  members. 

It  iioav  lias  a  membership  of  thirteen,'  with  John 
Grott,  N.  A.;  George  Volger,  Y.  A.;  John  Hart¬ 
man,  P.  A.;  William  Graffe,  Sec.;  A.  Fischer, 
Treas.;  William  Hildebrandt,  I.  G.;  J.  M.  Becky, 

O.  G. 

The  Muscatine  Turner  Society  was  organized 
April  21,  1859,  and  re-organized  in  May,  1866. 
The  object  of  the  organization  is  physical  culture. 

It  owns  the  Turner  Opera  House,  a  fine  and  com¬ 
modious  structure  on  the  corner  of  Sixth  street  and 
Iowa  avenue;  the  lot  and  building  cost  $20,800. 

It  was  erected  in  1885.  The  gymnasium  was 
equipped  at  a  cost  of  about  $2,000.  The  present 
membership  of  the  society  is  sixty. 

The  Muscatine  Catholic  Mutual  Aid  Society  was 
organized  July  1,  1871,  with  a  membership  of 
thirty,  and  has  had  a  prosperous  existence. 

The  St.  Joseph  Mutual  Aid  Society  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1859,  and  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
the  German-American  Roman  Catholic  Beneficial 
Society.  Its  name  was  subsequently  changed  with¬ 
out  any  re-organization.  In  case  of  death  of  a 
member  $20  are  allowed  for  funeral  expenses.  The 
sick-beqefits  are  $3  per  week. 

The  Mechanics’  Aid  Society  was  organized  Dec. 

14,  1865,  and  incorporated  April  18,  1866.  In 
case  of  sickness  a  member  receives  $3  per  week; 
and  in  case  of  death  the  widow  and  orphans  receive  1  r 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


$4  per  month  for  five  years.  The  present  member¬ 
ship  of  the  society  is  260. 

Muscatine  Tent  No.  9.  K.  O.  T.  M.,  was  insti¬ 
tuted  Aug.  25,  1 887.  Its  present  membership  is 
seventy-two,  with  T.  N.  Brown  P.  C. ;  G.  M.  litus, 
C. ;  L.  C.  Crossman,  L.  T.  Com.:  J.  It.  Reuling,  R. 
K. ;  H.  J.  Fitzgerald,  F.  K. ;  A.  Lawrence,  Pre. ;  H. 
M.  Dean,  Cal.  W.  Smith,  G.  D.  Lezotte,  Physicians; 
William  M.  Narvis,  Sergt. ;  P.  Steinmetz,  M.  at  A. 
O.  Grosheim,  1st  M.  of  G.;  J.  Felger,  2d  M.  of  G.; 
II.  Gremmel,  Sent.;  J.  Chaplin,  Picket. 

Shelby  Norman  Post  No.  231,  G.  A.  R.,  was 
organized  Aug.  29,  1883,  and  has  had  a  very  flour¬ 
ishing  existence.  Its  present  oflicers  are  Gal.  Bit- 
zer,  Com.;  G.  M.  Scott,  S.  V.  C.;  Gus  Schmidt,  .1. 
V.  C.;  N.  M.  Brown,  Adj.;  J.  E.  Coe,  U.  M.;  S.  M. 
Cobb,  Surg.;  Rev.  Jacob  Fath,  Chaplain ;  A.  B.  Car¬ 
penter,  O.  D. 

The  Muscatine  County  Medical  Association  was 
organized  in  1867,  and  re-organized  June  12,  1871. 
Meetings  are  regularly  held,  and  are  participated  in 
very  generally  by  the  best  physicians  of  the 
county. 

The  Muscatine  Loan  and  Building  Association 
was  incorporated  June  19,  1877,  since  which  time 
it  has  done  much  good  in  the  improvement  of  the 
city. 

The  Muscatine  Cemetery  Association  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  December,  1873,  and  purchased  grounds 
adjoining  the  old  city  cemetery.  Under  wise  man¬ 
agement  the  “city  of  the  dead”  presents  a  hand¬ 
some  appearance. 

St.  Mary’s  Cemetery  Association  was  incorpor¬ 
ated  by  resident  Catholics  of  Muscatine,  and  is 
located  on  a  beautiful  knoll  within  the  city  limits. 

The  Muscatine  Academy  of  Science  has  had  an 
organized  existence  of  almost  two  decades;  its  mov¬ 
ing  spirit  in  its  incipiency  being  Prof.  F.  M. 
Witter.  Much  interest  has  been  manifested  by  its 
members,  and  much  good  has  been  done  in  the 
community  by  means  of  public  lectures  secured  by 
the  Association.  Many  of  the  best-informed  people 
of  the  city  have  been  and  are  now  connected  with  it. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  the  following  named  composed 
its  officers:  F.  M.  Witter,  Pres.;  G.  W.  Coverstan, 
V.  P.;  F.  Reppert,  Cor.  Sec.;  S.  Plumley,  Rec. 


Sec.;  Dr.  J.  Hardman,  Curator;  and  J.  P.  Walton, 
Trcas. 

STREET  RAILWAY. 

In  1882,  the  people  of  Muscatine,  realizing  that 
the  city  had  grown  to  such  proportions  that  it 
needed  a  street  railway,  began  to  lay  plans  to  that 
end.  In  1 883  a  company  was  organized  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  building  and  operating  a  railway,  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected :  Peter  Musser,  Presi¬ 
dent;  George  Dillaway,  Vice  President;  T.  It.  I  itz- 
gerald,  Secretary;  Orange  Chapman.  Superintend¬ 
ent  and  Treasurer.  In  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  citizens,  the  organization  constructed  the 
road  which  is  now  two  and  a  half  miles  in  length. 
Seven  cars  are  run  continually,  ten  men  are  em¬ 
ployed  and  twenty-eight  head  of  stock,  mostly 
mules,  are  used  in  driving.  The  present  officers  of 
the  company  are  Fred  Dant,  President;  Hon.  J. 
Carskaddan,  Vice  President;  A.  G.  Butler,  Secre¬ 
tary;  Samuel  Hughes,  Treasurer;  and  Melville 
Gardner,  Superintendent. 

MUSCATINE  WATER  WORKS. 

The  admirable  system  of  water  works  now  in 
operation  in  this  city  was  first  suggested  by  Will¬ 
iam  C.  Wier,  who  is  now  deceased.  He  visited  the 
city  in  the  summer  of  1875,  with  a  view  of  enlist¬ 
ing  the  capitalists  in  such  an  enterprise,  and  in  the 
fall  a  stock-company  was  organized;  while  in  De¬ 
cember,  the  Muscatine  Water  Works  Company  was 
authorized  by  the  City  Council  to  become  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  laws  of  the  State.  1  he  leading 
men  in  the  undertaking  were  J.  A.  Bishop,  G.  W  . 
Dillaway,  S.  and  L.  Cohn,  W.  IV  .  \\  ebster,  \\ .  S. 
Robertson,  It.  M.  Burnett,  W.  C.  Wier,  It.  Musser, 
It.  M.  Baker,  J.  T.  Krehe,  S.  G.  Stein,  L.  W.  Olds, 
II.  Funk,  J.  ltublemann,  and  P.  Stein.  The  charter 
which  the  company  received  was  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  covered  all  points  essential  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  works.  On  the  6th  of  November, 
1875,  the  company  was  organized,  and  on  the  1 2lh 
day  of  that  month,  the  following  Provisional  Board 
of  Directors  was  chosen:  G.  W.  Dillaway,  It.  Mus¬ 
ser,  J.  A.  Bishop,  A.  Jackson,  II.  W.  Moore,  It.  M. 
Burnett,  J.  Carskaddan,  G.  A.  Garretson,  and  W.  S. 
Robertson.  In  1876,  the  board  elected  as  their 
officers:  G.  W.  Dillaway,  President;  It.  Musser, 
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Vice  President;  H.  W.  Moore,  Treasurer;  J.  Car- 
skaddan,  Secretary. 

In  order  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  detailed  progress 
of  the  work,  we  here  insert  the  Secretary’s  report  to 
the  corporation,  submitted  May  2,  1876.  Mr.  Car- 
skaddan  reported  as  follows: 

“To  the  Stock-holders  of  the  Muscatine  Water 
Works  Company : 

“The  Provisional  Board  of  Directors  of  said  com¬ 
pany  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

“On  the  3d  of  September,  1875,  and  shortly  after 
the  organization  of  this  company,  an  ordinance  was 
passed  by  the  City  Council  of  Muscatine,  granting 
to  this  company  the  exclusive  right  to  construct 
and  maintain  water  works  for  protection  from  fire, 
and  domestic  uses;  and  contains  guards,  provisions, 
and  restrictions  which  were  deemed  necessary  for 
the  preservation  alike  of  the  rights  of  the  city  and 
company.  The  ordinance  was  formally  accepted 
by  the  company,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1875, 
and  !)>'  its  terms  became  a  contract  between  the  par¬ 
ties. 

“It  was  considered  advisable  by  the  directors  and 
by  the  stock-holders  and  the  public  generally,  that 
the  work  should  be  commenced  and  pushed  to  a 
completion  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  order  to  gain 
some  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject,  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  board  visited  the  works  at  Davenport, 
Rock  Island,  Lyons,  and  Clinton.  This  committee 
was  very  favorably  impressed  with  the  style  and 
operation  of  the  works  at  Clinton,  and  especially 
with  the  merits  of  the  pumping  machinery  there 
used;  and  it  was  finely  determined  to  model  our 
own  on  a  similar  though  much  cheaper  plan. 

“On  the  22d  of  December,  1875,  a  meeting  was 
held  for  the  purpose  of  considering  bids  and  proposi¬ 
tions  for  the  construction  of  the  work.  Several 
propositions  were  submitted  and  considered,  but 
that  of  William  C.  Weir,  the  engineer  who  had 
drawn  various  plans  and  specifications  for  the  works 
was  deemed  the  best,  and  it  was  also  the  lowest  bid 
submitted  for  the  construction  of  the  entire  works 
without  the  reservoir ;  and  the  contract  was  awarded 
to  him  ;  the  contract  price  being  $31,138,  provided 
piston  pumps  were  used;  and  $32,138  if  plunger 
pumps  were  selected.  The  plunger  pump  was  de¬ 


cided  to  be  preferable,  and  the  latter  adopted  at 
the  contract  price.  Subsequently  the  contract  wTas 
executed  between  the  compan3’  and  Messrs.  Will¬ 
iam  C.  Weir  &  T.  Cowell,  as  contractors,  the  latter 
named  gentleman  being  associated  with  Mr.  Weir, 
and  joining  in  the  contract  subsequent  to  the  let¬ 
ting.  The  contract  bears  date;  Dec.  29,  1875,  and 
the  contractors  executed  a  bond  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  contract  in  the  penal  sum  of 
$5,000,  with  J.  R.  Maxwell  of  the  Cape  &  Maxwell 
Manufacturing  Company,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  as 
security. 

“The  contract  provides,  in  brief,  for  the  sinking 
and  anchoring  in  the  bed  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
for  a  distance  of  700  feet  from  the  shore,  between 
the  elevator  and  North  Line  warehouse,  of  a  wooden 
conduit  similar  to  that  adopted  at  Clinton  to  con¬ 
vey  the  water  from  the  channel  of  the  river,  and 
where  it  is  believed  that  the  water  will  be  free  from 
the  impurities  of  the  shore,  in  which  a  filter  is  to  be 
placed,  and  into  which  water  will  be  drawn  from 
the  conduit,  and  from  which  the  water  will  be  drawn 
to  the  pumps;  the  construction  of  a  pumping-house 
and  smoke-stack  on  the  levee  about  eighty  feet  from 
the  shore  with  the  necessary  pumps,  boilers  and 
machinery  therein,  and  the  la3ring  of  a  twelve-inch 
street-main  or  water-pipe  from  the  pumping-house 
across  the  levee,  and  up  Chestnut  street  to  Second 
street,  and  the  connection  with  a  circuit  of  street- 
inains  which  extend  from  Broadway^  on  the  west 
side  to  Oak  street  on  the  east,  and  includes  the  main 
lines  on  Second  and  Fifth  streets,  and  the  necessary 
connections  by  cross  streets,  and  the  setting  of  a 
hydrant  for  fire  purposes  at  each  street  crossing, 
with  several  valves  or  gates  by  means  of  which  the 
water  can  be  shut  off  from  any  given  section  of  the 
pipe  for  the  purpose  of  tapping,  repairs,  etc.;  in 
short,  the  contract  covers  and  includes  all  the  main 
work  and  material  necessary  for  furnishing  water 
b}'  direct  pressure;  and  by  its  terms  the  contractors 
undertook  to  furnish  all  the  material  and  do  the 
work. 

“The  street-mains  and  special  castings  were  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  celebrated  iron  house  of  Dennis, 
Long  &  Co.,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  are  of  excellent 
quality.  The  fire  hydrants  and  valves  are  from  the 
house  of  S.  Cummings  &  Son,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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The  boilers  were  made  by  John  Baker  &  Co.,  of 
Muscatine,  which  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  their 
quality.  The  pumping  machinery  was  built,  placed 
in  position,  and  connected  with  the  pipes,  ready  for 
use,  by  the  Cape  &  Maxwell  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany  of  Hamilton,  Ohio.  The  pumps  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  Clinton  water  works,  having  a  capac¬ 
ity  of  1,500,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours. 

“The  public  test  and  trial  of  the  works,  made  on 
the  12th  of  April,  demonstrated  the  entire  efficiency 
of  the  pumping  machinery,  the  strength  of  the  pipes 
and  the  thoroughness  of  the  manner  in  which  all 
the  work  had  been  done.  Upon  the  strength  of 
that  test,  the  pumping  machinery  was  formerly  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  directors. 

“At  a  special  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  on 
the  15th  of  April,  the  council  was  formerly  notified 
by  the  Board  that  the  water  works  were  so  far  com¬ 
pleted  as  to  enable  the  company  to  afford  the  neces¬ 
sary  fire  protection,  and  that  the  rental  of  the  fire 
hydrant  as  provided  by  the  city  ordinance  should 
beoin  at  that  date.  This  communication  was  re- 
ferred  to  the  council  as  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  was  approved  and  as¬ 
sented  to.  The  rental  here  referred  to,  is  the  sum 
of  $4,000  per  year  for  the  hydrants  on  the  present 
line  of  pipe;  being  thirty  in  all.” 

In  the  summer  of  187G,  the  reservoir  was  com¬ 
pleted  with  a  capacity  of  1,500,000  gallons,  and  is 
located  upon  the  public  square  at  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  city.  From  187G,  until  the  present 
time,  there  have  been  seven  extensions  to  main 
pipes  laid,  making  in  all  six  miles  of  pipe  now  in 
use.  Other  improvements  have  also  been  made,  in¬ 
cluding  the  grading,  fencing,  sodding  and  planting 
of  trees  and  shrubbery  on  the  public  square,  mak¬ 
ing  it  one  of  the  finest  pleasure  resorts  in  the  city. 
The  reservoir  is  situated  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  from  the  pumping  works,  and  at  a  height  of 
185  feet  from  pumps,  giving  the  city  a  pressure 
from  sixty-five  to  eight}'  pounds,  which  is  used  for 
all  domestic  and  fire  purposes.  The  company  has 
located  on  the  line  sixty-two  double-discharge  hy¬ 
drants  for  fire  purposes.  The  supply  of  water  is 
now  obtained  from  the  Mississippi  River  through 
an  eighteen-inch  cast-iron  pipe  running  into  the 
river  700  feet,  the  old  wooden  conduit  having  been 


abandoned.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  as  good  as 
any  in  the  State.  In  order  to  increase  the  facilities 
for  obtaining  water-supply,  a  new  well  was  sunk  in 
the  fall  of  1888,  depth  thirty  feet,  diameter  twenty 
feet,  and  with  two-foot  brick  wall. 

The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  A.  Jack- 
son,  President;  Ii.  Musser,  Vice  President;  J.  Car- 
skaddan,  Secretary;  II.  W.  Moore,  Treasurer ;  Will¬ 
iam  Moles,  Superintendent;  Charles  Moles,  Assist¬ 
ant  and  Engineer.  The  Directors  are  A.  Jackson, 
R.  Musser,  J.  Carskaddan,  H.  W.  Moore, S.  G.  Stein, 
L.W.  Olds,  P.  M.  Musser,  S.  Cohn  and  F.  Kaufman. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $44,000. 

BUSINESS  INTERESTS. 

Since  Farnham  opened  his  first  stock  of  goods  at 
this  point,  the  business  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  place  have  been  constantly  on  the  increase. 
Year  by  year  some  new  manufactory  or  mercantile 
business  is  established,  or  some  interests  already 
established  have  been  enlarged,  until  at  present  no 
city  of  equal  population  in  the  State  does  the  same 
amount  of  business.  In  this  connection  special 
notices  are  given  of  some  of  the  leading  industries 
of  the  city. 

The  Ilershey  Lumber  Company,  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  was  incorporated  in  September,  1875,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $200,000.  Benjamin  Ilershey  was 
elected  President  and  Treasurer;  S.  G.  Stein,  Vice 
President ;  and  William  Ewart,  Secretary.  The  lo¬ 
cal  plant  of  the  company  comprises  two  sawmills, 
a  planing-mill  with  dry -kilns,  and  the  most  im¬ 
proved  facilities  for  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
both  rough  and  dressed,  including  lath,  shingles, 
dressed  flooring,  siding,  boards,  and  everything  in 
the  way  of  building  material  in  the  line  of  lumber. 
This  business  was  established  by  Benjamin  Iler¬ 
shey,  who  settled  at  Muscatine  in  1852,  and  the 
following  year  rented  a  sawmill,  which  was  situated 
on  the  site  of  the  present  company’s  upper  mill. 
This  he  bought  two  years  later.  He  operated  the 
old  mill  until  1857,  when  he  built  the  present  one, 
which  has  since  been  rebuilt  and  improved  until  it 
now  has  a  capacity  for  cutting  225,000  feet  of  lum¬ 
ber  per  day,  and  for  making  a  proportionate  amount 
of  lath  and  shingles.  The  business  was  carried  on 
alone  by  Mr.  Ilershey  until  September,  1875,  when 
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it  was  incorporated.  The  principal  stockholders 
are  Benjamin  Hershey,  Thomas  Irvine,  S.  G.  Stein, 
H.  W.  Moore,  and  G.  A.  Garretson.  A  few  other 
parties  have  small  interests,  but  three-fourths  of 
all  the  stock  is  owned  by  the  original  proprietor, 
Mr.  Hershey.  In  addition  to  the  upper  mill,  they 
have  a  second  mill  lower  down  which  they  bought 
in  1881,  that  has  a  cutting  capacity  of  150,000  feet 
daily.  Then  they  have  still  another  mill  at  Still¬ 
water,  Minn.,  which  has  a  capacity  for  manufactur¬ 
ing  130,000  feet  of  lumber  a  day.  The  lumber 
from  the  last-named  mill  is  run  into  the  river  and 
rafted,  eighty  men  being  emplo)Ted  in  this  occupa¬ 
tion;  while  at  the  mills  and  yards  of  the  company 
at  Muscatine  over  750  men  are  employed,  making 
a  total  of  830.  This  company  is  largely  interested 
in  the  Mississippi  River  Logging  Company,  and 
the  Chippewa  Logging  and  Boom  Company,  two 
immense  corporations  which  are  conducted  under 
one  management.  Mr.  Hershey  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  these  companies,  with  which  he  has- 
maintained  his  connection  ever  since.  He  is  also 
President  of  Hershey-Ewart  Lumber  Company,  of 
Sargent,  Mo.,  a  distinct  and  separate  business  or¬ 
ganization,  of  which  Mr.  Hershey  is  the  principal 
owner.  This  company  has  a  sawmill  having  a  ca¬ 
pacity  for  sawing  80,000  feet  a  day,  with  a  planing 
mill  attached,  and  employs  a  force  of  over  100  men. 
The  mill  is  situated  in  the  yellow  or  hard-pine  re¬ 
gion,  where,  from  the  nature  of  the  timber,  the 
products  are  much  smaller  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  men  empk>3red  than  would  be  the  case 
in  a  soft-pine  country.  The  amount  of  business 
done  by  the  Hershey  Lumber  Company,  including 
the  Stillwater  and  Muscatine  mills,  is  valued  at  the 
round  sum  of  $1,000,000  annually.  The  company 
is  possessed  of  several  thousand  acres  of  pine  land 
in  the  Chippewa  (Wis.)  and  Minnesota  pineries, 
from  which  they  got  their  supply  of  timber.  The 
bulk  of  the  timber  is  owned  by  the  logging  com¬ 
panies. 

The  Musser  Lumber  Company  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  was  incorporated  in  February,  1881,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $200,000.  Peter  Musser  was 
elected  President;  Richard  Musser,  Vice  President; 
P.  M.  Musser,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  and  C.  R. 
Fox,  Yard  and  Planing-mill  Superintendent.  This 


company  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  pioneer  lumber 
firm  of  R.  Musser  &  Co.,  which  was  established  by 
Peter  and  Richard  Musser,  and  Edward  Hoch,  in 
1855.  These  gentleman  began  by  buying  rafts  of 
lumber  in  the  river,  which  they  yarded  and  sold  by 
retail  and  wholesale.  They  also  established  a  lum- 
ber-yard  at  Iowa  City  in  185G,  where  Peter  Musser 
resided,  it  being  managed  by  that  gentleman  until 
he  went  to  California,  in  April,  1864.  Mr.  Hoch 
continued  in  the  firm  but  three  years,  or  until 
1858,  when  he  retired,  and  the  firm  became  R. 
Musser  &  Co.  In  1864  P.  M.  Musser,  the  pres¬ 
ent  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  bought  into  the 
business  without  any  change  of  firm  name.  He 
assumed  charge  of  the  Iowa  City  yard,  which  he 
conducted  until  1873,  when  he  and  John  Porter 
purchased  the  interest  of  R.  Musser  &  Co.,  in  the 
branch  yard  at  Iowa  City,  which  they  carried  on 
under  the  firm  name  of  Musser  &  Porter,  Mr.  Mus¬ 
ser  still  retaining  his  interest  in  the  business  at 
Muscatine.  In  1870,  having  returned  from  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Peter  Musser  joined  his  brother  Richard, 
together  with  C.  1L  Fox,  a  former  employe,  and 
P.  M.  Musser,  in  the  organization  of  the  firm  of 
Musser  &  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  building  and 
operating  a  sawmill,  and  carrying  on  the  lumber 
business  at  Muscatine.  In  the  spring  of  1871  they 
completed  their  mill  at  a  point  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  since  known  as  Musserville,  and  now  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Musca¬ 
tine,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  The 
mill  cut  about  11,000,000  feet  of  lumber  a 
year,  and  was  a  good  mill  in  its  day.  In  1873 
Richard  Musser  retired  from  the  business,  selling 
his  interest  to  P.  M.  Musser,  and  the  firm  became 
P.  M.  Musser  &  Co.  Three  years  later  Richard 
Musser  renewed  his  connection  with  the  company, 
and  the  firm  name  of  Musser  tfc  Co.  was  again 
adopted.  In  1877  the  company  rebuilt  their  mill, 
putting  in  improved  machinery  and  increasing  its 
capacity  materially.  Four  years  later,  the  business 
having  attained  important  proportions,  the  proprie¬ 
tors  decided  to  organize  under  an  act  of  incorpora¬ 
tion,  which  was  done  in  February,  1881,  under  the 
name  of  the  Musser  Lumber  Company,  the  in¬ 
corporators  being  the  original  proprietors,  and  the 
officers  elected  being  the  same  as  given  in  this 
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article.  During  the  same  year  the  company  rebuilt 
and  enlarged  the  mill,  which  they  fitted  with  the 
most  modern  and  improved  machinery,  making  it 
one  of  the  most  complete  and  capacious  sawmills 
on  the  Mississippi  River.  It  has  a  capacity  for 
manufacturing  50,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  12,000,- 
000  of  lath,  and  12,000,000  of  shingles  for  the 
working  season,  and  its  annual  manufacture  is 
placed  at  those  figures.  The  power  is  furnished 
by  two  engines,  the  combined  force  of  which 
equals  500  horse-power.  In  1882  the  company 
erected  a  planing-mill,  detached  from  the  sawmill, 
which  affords  ample  facilities  for  dressing  lumber, 
andjthe  manufacture  of  flooring,  siding,  and  boards 
to  the  extent  of  their  trade.  The  business  of  this 
company  is  strictly  wholesale,  and  their  trade  lies 
principally  in  the  States  of  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
Missouri,  Colorado,  and  Dakota.  The  number 
of  hands  employed  by  this  company  at  their  mills 
and  yards  is  about  300,  not  including  the  employ¬ 
ment  which  is  given  indirectly  to  a  large  force  which 
is  engaged  in  getting  out  and  rafting  logs  to  sup¬ 
ply  their  mill. 

The  Musser  Lumber  Company  Owns  large  tracts 
of  pine  lands  in  the  Chippewa  pinery  of  Wisconsin, 
and  the  Minnesota  lumber  region.  Their  logs  are 
cut  by  contract,  and  are  rafted  by  the  Chippewa 
Logging  and  Boom  Company,  and  the  Mississippi 
River  Logging  Company,  two  immense  lumber 
corporations,  in  which  the  Musser  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  was  one  of  the  incorporators,  and  is  3-et  a 
large  stockholder.  For  the  past  twelve  years  this 
company  has  owned  and  operated  its  own  rafting 
steamers,  it  having  operated  the  “  Silver  Wave” 
and  u  Le  Clare  Belle”  during  all  that  time,  and  the 
new  steamer  “  Musser”  for  the  past  two  years.  All 
were  sold  during  the  season  of  1888  to  Capt.  S.  R. 
Van  Zant.  The  company’s  plant  covers  an  area  of 
thirty-five  acres,  and  the  yards  are  stocked,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  season  of  the  year,  to  the  amount  of 
from  8,000,000  to  25,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  and 
a  proportional  amount  of  lath  and  shingles.  To 
convey  an  idea  of  the  growth  of  the  business  from 
the  date  of  its  origin  with  the  firm  of  Iloch  & 
Musser,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  amount  of  busi¬ 
ness  done  the  first  year  was  about  $100,000,  while 
i  f  the  present  annual  business  of  the  company  exceeds 


$750,000.  This  corporation  has  its  own  system  of 
water-works,  which  was  established  in  1872.  A 
Cameron  pump  of  the  largest  capacity  is  used,  and 
the  supply  of  water  and  force  is  equal  to  any  emer¬ 
gency  that  is  likely  to  arise.  The  gentlemen  com¬ 
posing  this  corporation  are  enterprising,  energetic 
business  men,  who  have  been  identified  with  Mus¬ 
catine  County  for  over  a  third  of  a  century,  and 
have  built  up  a  business  that  has  been  a  potent 
factor  in  the  prosperous  growth  of  the  community. 

In  all  these  years,  through  good  times  and  bad, 
they  have  held  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  and 
have  maintained  an  enviable  reputation  for  up¬ 
rightness  and  integrity  that  is  beyond  reproach. 

The  Muscatine  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  was  incorporated  in  1885.  The 
Board  of  Directors  consists  of  C.  R.  Fox,  President; 

Z.  W.  Hutchinson,  Vice  President  and  Secretary; 

S.  B.  Cook,  Treasurer;  Ed.  J.  Brent,  General 
Manager;  R.  Musser,  W.  Iloffman,  and  W.  A. 
Neavitt.  This  company  does  a  general  business  as 
manufacturers  and  jobbers  of  sash,  doors,  blinds, 
moldings,  screen  doors  and  windows,  also  inside 
hard-wood  finish,  porch  and  stair  work.  Their 
principal  market  is  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Kansas  and 
Missouri,  and  they  also  have  a  branch  house  at 
Atchison,  Kan.,  which  was  established  Jan.  1, 
1888.  The  company  employs  about  100  hands  at 
their  works  at  Muscatine,  and  do  an  annual  busi¬ 
ness  of  about  $250,000.  This  important  industry 
is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial  and 
leading  industries  of  Muscatine.  It  is  the  out¬ 
growth  of  a  manufacturing  business  originally 
founded  in  1873,  by  the  Brent  Bros.,  of  whom  Ed. 

J.  Brent,  its  present  efficient  manager,  was  one, 
and  while  under  their  ownership  the  factory  was 
three  times  burned,  and  twice  the  warehouse  was 
consumed,  and  as  there  was  but  little  insurance 
their  losses  were  heavy.  Though  started  on  a 
modest  scale  it  [has  grown  to  important  propor¬ 
tions,  and  reflects  credit  upon  its  founders  and 
mangement. 

J.  M.  Gobble  V  Co.,  wholesale  dealers  in  gro¬ 
ceries,  successors  to  G.  A.  Garretson,  purchased  the 
business  in  1880.  It  had  been  started  by  Mr.  Gar¬ 
retson  previous  to  the  war,  and  in  1880  he  sold 
out  to  Gobble  Bros.,  who  continued  the  manage-  i 
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ment  until  1883,  when  the  present  firm  was  estab¬ 
lished.  They  carry  a  full  and  complete  stock  in 
their  line,  and  their  sales  extend  over  Iowa,  South¬ 
ern  Minnesota,  and  Northern  Missouri.  The  firm 
employs  five  traveling  salesmen,  one  city  salesman, 
and  five  men  in  their  store  in  Muscatine.  The 
building  occupied  is  40x120  feet,  three  stories  in 
height,  and  is  used  entirely  by  the  company.  The 
members  of  the  firm  are  young,  enterprising  busi¬ 
ness  men,  and  by  close  attention  to  their  work,  and 
to  the  needs  of  their  patrons,  they  are  meeting 
with  increasing  trade,  and  their  territory  steadily 
continues  to  widen.  The  company  also  own  and 
operate  the  Muscatine  spice  mills,  located  at  No. 
208  West  Second  street,  which  are  under  the  man¬ 
agement  of  Mr.  James  O’Meara,  Superintendent, 
late  of  Chicago.  They  do  a  general  business  in 
manufacturing  and  wholesaling  coffee,  spices,  mus¬ 
tards,  cream  tartar,  baking  powders,  etc. 

The  Muscatine  Oatmeal  Company  was  organized 
in  June,  1879,  with  a  capital  of  $18,000,  which  has 
been  increased  to  $48,000.  The  incorporators 
were:  S.  G.  Stein,  President;  S.  P.  Sawyer,  Vice 
President;  William  Iluttig,  Secretary;  Fred  Hut- 
tig,  H.  W.  Moore,  and  F.  D.  Holcomb.  The  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  very  successful,  the  mill  being  the 
largest  west  of  Ohio,  and  the  third  largest  in  the 
United  States,  having  a  capacity  of  300  barrels 
per  day.  The  trade  of  the  company  extends  to 
nearly  every  State  in  the  Union.  Of  the  original 
organization  Mr.  Stein  is  the  only  one  left.  In 
1884  F.  P.  Sawyer  bought  his  father’s  interests, 
since  which  time  he  lias  been  Secretary  and  Treas¬ 
urer. 

The  Royal  Canning  Company,  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa,  was  established  in  1880,  with  a  cash  capital 
of  $20,000,  by  the  following  enterprisng  business 
men:  Fred  Daut,  S.  P.  Cook,  P.  M.  Musser,  Peter 
Jackson  and  Charles  L.  Mull.  On  its  organization 
Charles  L.  Mull  was  elected  President;  Fred  Daut, 
Vice  President;  George  White,  Secretary;  C.Lilli- 
bridge,  Treasurer;  and  A.  Kimball,  Superintend¬ 
ent,  and  the  term  of  office  was  to  be  for  one  year. 
During  the  first  year  of  its  existence  the  company 
lost  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  invested.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  the  capital  was  increased  to  $30,000, 


and  the  work  carried  forward  under  the  following 
newly  elected  officers:  Fred  Daut,  President; 
W.  I).  Burke,  Vice  President;  W.  II.  Faylee, 
Secretary;  and  E.  C.  Cook,  Treasurer.  Since  the 
second  year  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
enterprise  has  been  uninterrupted,  and  it  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  county;  and 
to  the  parties  who,  notwithstanding  the  failure 
of  the  first  year,  carried  on  the  business,  much 
credit  is  due,  and  they  well  deserve  to  prosper  in 
the  undertaking. 

The  purpose  of  this  organization  was  for  the 
canning  and  shipping  of  goods,  including  both 
fruit  and  vegetables,  though  it  makes  a  specialty 
of  canning  corn  and  tomatoes.  The  main  build¬ 
ing  in  use  by  the  company  is  60x140  feet,  the 
packing  room  is  60x60  feet,  while  the  corn  sheds 
are  120x140  feet.  During  the  busy  season  from 
220  to  225  men,  women,  and  children  are  employed 
in  the  various  departments. 

BANKS. 

There  are  at  present  four  banking  institutions, 
the  First  National,  formerly  the  Merchants’  Ex¬ 
change  National  Bank;  Cook,  Musser  &  Co.;  C.  A. 
Garretson  &  Co.,  and  the  Muscatine  Savings  Bank. 

The  Merchants’  Exchange  National  Bank  was 
organized  Sept.  20,  1865,  and  authorized  to  com¬ 
mence  business  on  the  25th  of  November  follow¬ 
ing.  The  bank  had  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,- 
000,  which  has  since  been  increased. 

The  banking  house  of  Cook,  Musser  &  Co.  was 
organized  in  1870,  by  Cook,  Silverman  &  Co. 
About  1876  P.  M.  Musser  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  as  at  present. 

The  banking  house  of  G.  A.  Garretson  &  Co.  is 
the  successor  to  the  Muscatine  National  Bank, 
which  was  changed  to  a  private  concern  about 
1879. 

The  Muscatine  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated 
Feb,  4,  1880,  its  charter  bearing  date  of  February 
19,  of  the  same  year.  It  was  organized  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $10,000,  which  has  been  increased  to 
$30,000.  The  first  officers  were:  H.  TV.  Moore,  Pres. ; 
J.  B.  Dougherty,  Vice  President;  R.  T.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Cashier.  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Dougherty  still 
hold  their  respective  offices,  with  S.  M.  Hughes  as 


Cashier.  The  average  deposits  of  the  bank  are 
about  1225,000,  which  certainly  shows  that  it  has 
the  confidence  of  the  community. 

All  these  banks  are  managed  by  men  who  have 
the  confidence  of  the  people  of  Muscatine  and  sur¬ 
rounding  country,  and  are  regarded  among  the 
safest  in  Iowa. 


building  on  a  front,  which  had  a  two-story  porch 
extending  its  whole  length.  This  porch  was  a  very 
popular  place  for  genteel  loafing,  the  gentlemen 
using  the  lower  porch  and  the  upper  one  being  re¬ 
served  for  the  lady  guests.  This  building  was  re¬ 
moved  in  1880,  after  standing  forty-four  years. 
During  the  time  of  removing  we  observed  the  floor- 
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joists  were  mostly  made  of  hewed  black  walnut  logs, 


The  fire  department  of  Muscatine  is  one  in  which 
its  citizens  take  a  just  pride.  It  dates  its  organ¬ 
ization  from  1875.  when,  on  the  7th  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  the  Champion  Hose  Company  No.  1  was  organ¬ 
ized,  with  Gus.  Schmidt  as  President  and  Mr.  Saal 
Foreman.  Other  companies  have  since  been  organ¬ 
ized,  and  the  department  perfected  in  every  way. 
Rescue  Hose  Company  No.  2  was  organized  April 
27,  1  $78,  and  Excelsior  Hose  Company  No.  3,  May 
18,  1376 ;  Relief  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  April 
12,  1877;  Relief  Hose  Company  No.  4,  May  1, 
1888;  Champion  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  in 
1884;  Hershey  Independent  Hose  Company,  Sept. 
20,  1880;  Brent  Hose  Company,  organized  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1885,  and  re-organized  in  May,  1887. 

The  various  companies  are  well  supplied,  and  are 
among  the  best-drilled  companies  in  the  West.  In 
competition  with  companies  from  other  cities  they 
have  captured  the  prizes  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

REMINISCENCES - 15V  .1.  1\  WALTON. 

When  the  newcomer  stepped  from  the  steam¬ 
boat  near  the  foot  of  Chestnut  street  he  frequently 
stopped  with  Robert  C.  Kinney,  whose  hotel,  the 
Iowa  House,  was  located  on  the  west  corner  of 
Front  and  Chestnut  streets. 

It  is  said  that  a  stranger  stopped  with  him  one 
night  and  in  the  morning  asked  Landlord  Kinney 
where  he  should  wash;  who,  turning  to  his  customer, 
inquired  if  he  had  a  handkerchief,  and  receiv¬ 
ing  an  affirmative  answer,  said:  ‘"Well,  there  is  the 
river.  Wash  there,  and  wipe  on  your  handker¬ 
chief.” 

Bob  Kinney,  as  he  was  called,  commenced  his 
hotel  in  1836,  by  building  the  rear  part,  iu  size 
20x30  feet,  one  and  a  half  stories  high.  This  was, 
undoubtedly,  the  largest  building  in  the  city  at  the 
1  r  time.  In  a  couple  of  years  he  had  enlarged  it  by 


from  eight  to  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  and  quite 
sound.  Bob  Kinney  kept  most  of  the  bachelor 
boarders  of  our  town,  such  as  Hon.  S.  C.  Hastings, 
Dr.  Blaydes,  Suel  Foster,  and  others.  Kinney  con¬ 
cluded  at  one  time  he  would  rent  his  tavern  to  a 
man  by  the  name  of  William  Fry,  commonly  known 
as  Captain  Fry.  Kinney  thought  he  had  better 
have  a  lease  drawn  up  by  a  lawyer  (they  were  all  in 
debt  to  him  for  board),  so  he  went  to  Hastings  to 
get  the  lease  made.  He  said  he  wanted  a  very  strong 
one — one  that  would  hold  the  '•infernal  regions.” 
Hastings  was  his  man.  He  too  owed  a  board  bill, 
and  was  glad  of  a  chance  to  square  it  in  that  way. 
He  wentto  work,  commencing  on  his  old  English  law 
forms,  and  writing,  rewriting,  iterating,  and  reiter¬ 
ating  all  the  legal  terms  known  in  the  calendar,  un¬ 
til  twenty  pages  of  legal  cap  were  written  over. 
Kinney  came  in  and  the  document  was  reiterated 
(Hastings  says  read)  to  his  entire  satisfaction.  Hast¬ 
ings  thus  paid  some  $50  of  his  board  bill.  This 
lease  was  used  in  renting  to  Fry.  Kinney  moved 
into  a  small  building  on  Second  street,  near  where 
Fischer’s  hardware  store  now  stands.  Soon  the 
country  became  too  old  for  him,  and  he  began  to 
look  for  a  newer  one.  One  night  about  midnight 
he  was  taken  very  sick,  and  sent  for  Dr.  C.  O. 
Waters  to  come  and  see  him.  The  doctor  found 
him  sitting  up  and  refusing  to  go  to  bed.  All  he 
wanted  of  the  doctor  was  to  know  if  he  knew  any¬ 
thing  about  Northwestern  Texas.  I  don’t  know 
whether  the  doctor  paid  any  back  board  or  not  by 
this  visit.  At  all  events  the  doctor  was  a  bachelor 
at  this  time.  Kinney  shortly  after  left  for  Oregon, 
wherehe  lived  for  many  years.  If  the  newcomer 
could  not  be  accommodated  at  Kinney’s  he  would 
frequently  stop  at  “  Captain  Jim’s,”  the  next  hotel ; 
it  was  where  the  post-office  now  stands. 


Capt.  James  Palmer,  known  as  “Capt.  Jim,”  was 
a  large,  rather  fat  old  man.  He  was  a  good  eus- 
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tomer  at  bis  own  bar.  Here  is  a  sample  of  his  ad¬ 
vertisement  in  the  Bloomington  Herald  of  1841: 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  I,  Capt.  Jim,  long  a  dispenser  of  food 
to  the  hungry  and  a  couch  to  the  weary,  as  well 
as  a  “horn”  to  the  dry,  having  taken  possession  of 
that  large  and  commodious  house  on  Second  street, 
Bloomington,  Iowa,  formerly  the  residence  of  Ilis 
lion.  .1.  Williams,  do  hereby  declare  and  make 
known  to  the  world  that  1  am  now  prepared,  at  the 
sign  of  “Capt.  Jim,”  to  accommodate  those  who  may 
call  upon  me  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  otherwise 
they  go  scot  free.  That  this  statement  may  the 
more  prove  fully  true,  I  hereby  declare  and  make 
known  that  the  following  are  my  charges,  for  all 
of  which  the  best  the  market  can  afford  are  fur¬ 
nished:  Single  meal,  25  cents;  board  per  dayr,  with 
lodging,  75  cents;  three  days,  per  day,  62^  cents; 
per  week,  $3;  one  horse  feed,  12^  cents;  horse,  per 
night,  25  cents;  horse,  per  week,  $1.62-1. 

All  other  bills  in  proportion.  I,  the  said  Capt. 
Jim,  do  hereby  further  declare  to  those  indebted 
to  me  for  eating,  sleeping,  drinking,  or  upon  con¬ 
tract  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  that  unless  they 
come  forward  immediately  and  make  settlement, 
Michael  Scott  was  never  in  Scotland  if  1  don’t 
send  a  constable  after  them  to  bring  them  to  “ taw ,” 
so  look  out  for  Conklin  or  Ward. 

Thankful  for  past  favors,  he  hopes  to  receive  a 
share  of  public  patronage  corresponding  with  his 
efforts  to  minister  to  the  tastes  and  render  com¬ 
fortable  those  who  may  favor  him  with  their  pa¬ 
tronage.  Capt.  Jim  Palmer. 

Bloomington ,  Dec.  3,  1841. — 6tf. 

Pardon  me  for  relating  an  anecdote  told  by  Dan 
Rice,  the  noted  showman.  He  says  when  he  first 
started  out  he  visited  Bloomington,  and  stopped 
with  “Capt.  Jim,”  and  had  his  exhibition  at  his 
hotel.  “Capt.  Jim”  insisted  on  having  his  pay 
in  advance,  but  he  compromised  by  making  the 
Captain  door-keeper.  At  the  close  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment  he  reported  no  money.  Dan  inquired 
how  it  came.  The  Captain’s  reply  was,  “he  had  so 
many  friends  that  he  had  to  invite  whom  he  could 
not  charge,  and  thus  he  received  no  money.”  This 
left  Dan  $6  in  debt,  and  no  money  to  pay  with. 
We  had  still  another  hotel  in  town. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  Josiali  Parvin  occupied  the 
old  wooden  building  that  stood  on  the  corner  where 
Cook,  Musser  &  Co.’s  bank  now  stands,  and  kept 
a  hotel  there  until  his  new  one  w*as  built,  I  think 


in  1840,  and  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  Eastern 
House,  on  the  west  corner  of  Walton  and  Second 
streets.  Mr.  Parvin  was  one  of  the  best-hearted 
men  that  ever  came  to  a  new  country;  too  much  so 
for  his  own  good.  He  was  very  excitable,  and 
many  amusing  anecdotes  are  told  of  him.  lie  was 
very  fond  of  hunting,  like  most  of  the  Parvins, 
and  while  out  hunting  he  once  fell  over  a  log, 
jumped  up  and  commenced  kicking  himself  with 
the  following  ejaculations:  “Fall  over  a  log!  De¬ 
serve  to  be  kicked,  and  I’ll  do  it.”  So  at  it  he 
went.  Josiali  Parvin  set  the  best  table,  and  had 
the  best  boarders.  Gov.  Lucas  boarded  there. 
Govs.  Dodge  and  Grimes  were  among  his  patrons. 
Parvin’s  new  hotel  proved  too  much  for  him.  He 
had  to  give  it  up,  as  most  of  the  occupants  have 
since  done,  without  taking  away  much  money. 

A  fourth  hotel  was  staited  in  the  spring  of 
1841  by  T.  S.  Battelle.  It  was  located  where  Olds’ 
Opera  House  now  stands.  It  was  called  the  Ameri¬ 
can  House.  This  was  the  leading  hotel  in  the 
place  for  a  long  time.  During  the  winter  season, 
while  the  travel  was  suspended  on  the  river  and 
the  old-fashioned  stage-coach  was  made  to  take  its 
place,  this  hotel  was  in  its  glory.  It  was  no  un¬ 
common  thing  for  a  dozen  coaches  to  start  out  at  a 
time  all  heavily  loaded.  In  this  hotel  we  danced 
our  first  cotillon,  in  the  winter  of  1842-3.  Here 
the  first  attempt  was  made  to  return  a  fugitive 
slave  to  slaveiy.  We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  S.  E. 
Hughes  and  Mr.  Alexander  Clark  for  most  of  the 
following  particulars.  A  colored  boy',  Jim  White, 
belonging  to  Dr.  Merry,  who  then  lived  on  a  farm 
about  thirteen  miles  up  the  river.  When  Dr. 
Merry  removed  from  St.  Louis  to  Iowa  he  left  this 
boyT  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Hughes,  at  St.  Louis. 
Jim  was  hired  on  a  steamboat  on  the  Lower  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  was  to  have  his  freedom  in  two  years. 
But  he  got  into  a  fracas  with  the  steward  of  the 
boat  and  got  his  head  badly  hurt,  so  he  was  sent 
north  to  Dr.  Merry  for  treatment.  He  soon  be¬ 
came  so  impudent  that  the  Doctor  ordered  him  off 
the  farm.  Jim  concluded  that  he  did  not  like 
country  life,  and  simply  followed  out  the  Doctor’s 
order.  He  left  “Massa  Merry”  and  came  to  town, 
and  commenced  working  at  the  hotel  for  Mr.  James 
Borland,  the  proprieter  at  this  time.  The  Merry 
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family  concluded  that  if  Jim  did  not  want  to  stay 
with  the  Doctor  he  had  better  go  to  St.  Louis, 
where  he  could  be  available.  Accordingly  an 
officer  from  St.  Louis  was  sent  after  Jim.  lie  found 
him  at  the  hotel,  and  attempted  to  arrest  him 
without  judge  or  jury.  Perhaps  he  would  have 
succeeded  if  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Borland,  had  not 
interfered.  lie  disarmed  the  detective  of  his  pis¬ 
tols  by  main  force.  In  the  meantime  the  boy  took 
shelter  with  Mr.  Clark,  who  had  the  St.  Louis  man 
arrested  for  kidnapping.  One  of  our  old  citizens, 
who  is  still  residing  here,  Fred  Phelps,  went  his 
security.  The  Merry  family  had  the  boy  arrested 
according  to  law  by  one  of  our  officers.  He  was 
arraigned  before  I).  C.  Cloud,  then  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace;  witli  Stephen  Wicher  and  II.  P.  Lowe  for 
the  prosecution,  and  Jacob  Butler,  W.  G.  Wood¬ 
ward;  and  J.  S.  lliehman  for  the  defense.  The  trial 
was  held  and  the  boy  released  on  the  ground  that 
Dr.  Merry  had  brought,  or  permitted  the  boy  to 
come,  within  the  bounds  of  a  free  State,  and  which 
act  freed  the  boy  from  all  liability  to  be  returned 
This  was  before  the  noted  Dred  Scott  decision. 
'Hie  boy  was  not  safe,  as  the  leading  Southern  sym¬ 
pathizers  were  determined  to  take  him  without  law. 
While  the  excitement  was  still  high,  Michael  Greene 
went  to  Uncle  Ben  Mathews  and  Aunt  Nellie,  his 
mother,  and  said  he  was  going  to  Chicago  with  a 
team  and  that  he  would  take  the  boy  with  him. 
This  was  reported  to  Mr.  Clark,  who  now  had  the 
boy  snugly  stowed  away  in  his  garret.  It  was  ar¬ 
ranged  that  Greene  was  to  cross  the  river  before 
night  and  go  out  to  the  third  bridge  and  wait  for 
the  boy,  who  was  to  cross  in  a  skiff  as  soon  as  it  was 
dark.  Mr.  Clark,  although  not  so  old  as  he  is  now, 
was  too  smart  to  be  gulled  by  such  an  old  villain 
as  Greene;  he  having  known  something  of  his  pre¬ 
vious  record.  Clark  started  as  soon  as  it  was  dark 
in  company  with  the  boy  and  two  other  persons, 
to  cross  the  river  in  a  skiff.  When  out  on  the  river 
so  far  as  not  be  noticed  from  shore,  they  quietly 
let  the  skiff  float  down  the  river.  They  soon  heard 
three  different  boats  crossing  above  them.  They 
quietly  went  home  and  went  to  bed.  The  parties 
in  the  other  three  boats  spent  the  night  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  looking  through 
,  the  woods  after  Jim,  whom  Mr.  Clark  had  stowed 


away  for  the  night.  In  the  morning  Greene  re¬ 
turned  without  going  to  Chicago.  After  waiting 
for  two  or  three  days,  the  St.  Louis  man  con¬ 
cluded  he  could  not  get  Jim  by  stealth,  so  he  went 
to  Dubuque  to  obtain  a  warrant  from  the  United 
States  Judge  for  his  arrest.  It  was  generally  under¬ 
stood  that  the  United  States  Courts  were  intensely 
pro-slavery  at  this  time,  and  that  Jim  would  stand 
a  poor  chance  there.  This  pleased  the  pro-slavery 
side  immensely;  so  much  so  they  could  not  keep  it 
secret.  When  the  man  got  back  from  Dubuque, 
which  occupied  three  or  four  days.  Jim  was  ar¬ 
rested  the  second  time.  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
was  obtained  from  lion.  S.  C.  Hastings,  then  act¬ 
ing  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
.State,  who  released  him.  Jim  staid  around  Bloom¬ 
ington,  joined  the  colored  Methodist  Church,  and 
became  a  great  shouter. 

The  American  House  was  the  stopping-place  for 
nearly  all  the  traveling  entertainments.  In  its 
earliest  days  but  little  else  beside  circuses  came 
around.  The  artistic  minstrel  troop  did  not  make 
its  appearance  until  after  the  old  hotel  had  lost  its 
prestige. 

Mr.  Battelle,  the  first  proprietor,  succeeded  well 
in  the  hotel  financially,  lie  raised  a  large  family, 
lost  his  wife  and  married  Aunty,  his  wife’s  sister. 
Becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  hotel  he  sold  out  and 
bought  a  steamboat,  the  “Oswego.”  lie  lost  con¬ 
siderable  money  trying  lo  run  it.  and  after  sinking 
the  boat  once  or  twice  finally  left  for  Oregon.  . 

In  the  rear  of  his  hotel,  where  the  Journal  office 
now  stands,  was  a  frame  building  about  20x40  feet, 
originally  built  for  a  school-house,  but  used  by  the 
Methodist  Church.  This  building  was  also  used 
for  various  purposes,  such  as  political  conventions, 
lyceums,  and  other  public  meetings.  In  this  build¬ 
ing  we  attended  our  first  political  meeting.  Hon. 
G.  W.  Woodward  was  a  candidate.  We  recollect 
seeing  him  there  in  a  rough  looking  costume; 
something  remarkable  for  him.  He  was  successful 
all  the  same. 

In  the  winter  of  1842—43  a  lyecum  was  organ¬ 
ized.  Here  the  professional  and  non-professional 
met  in  debate.  We  remember  hearing  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  lecture  from  a  prominent  lawyer,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  another  on  plagiarism.  This  lecture  was 
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remembered  for  years  by  both  of  them.  I  think 
they  were  exceptions  to  the  ordinay  lawyers.  At 
another  meeting  one  of  the  same  lawyers  got  into 
a  dispute,  that  ended  in  blows,  with  a  doctor  who  is 
still  living  in  this  city. 

When  the  Methodist  people  built  a  new  church 
(the  present  city  hall)  and  vacated  the  old  building, 
it  was  converted  into  a  stable. 

In  the  year  1841  the  Episcopal  Society  united 
with  the  Masons  in  erecting  a  church  and  lodge- 
room.  This  was  the  first  building  erected  in  this 
county  for  church  purposes,  the  Masons  occupying 
the  upper  or  second  story.  The  lower  or  first 
story  was  seated  for  church  purposes,  with  high- 
backed  seats  made  of  choice  black  walnut,  and 
painted  white.  This  building  was  located  on  the 
rear  of  the  lot  where  the  present  stone  church  now 
stands.  It  was  our  lot  many  years  afterward  to 
purchase  the  old  building.  We  took  one-half  and 
made  a  stable,  which  is  at  present  owned  by  David 
Rothschild.  It  stands  in  the  rear  of  his  present 
dwelling  on  Eighth  street.  There  seems  to  be  a 
singular  coincidence  that  the  first  two  buildings 
of  our  city  which  were  used  for  religious  worship 
should  each  have  been  converted  into  a  stable. 

There  stands  an  old  frame  building  on  the  rear 
of  the  lot  occupied  by  Dr.  Graham’s  drug-store. 
This  building  was  originally  erected  at  Prairie  Du 
Chien,  and  used  for  a  Catholic  Church.  It  was 
taken  down  and  rafted  down  the  river  under  the 
direction  of  the  Catholic  Bishop,  Loras — I  think — 
in  the  year  1842.  The  Catholic  congregation  did  not 
number  more  than  half  a  dozen  at  that  time.  But  the 
missionary  spirit  of  their  bishop  provided  them 
with  a  church.  This  church  was  used  for  many 
years  until  St.  Matthias  was  built. 

The  Presbyterians  had  a  church  organization, 
but  no  building  of  their  own.  They  held  meet¬ 
ings  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  Their  old  bell  was  a 
present  from  an  Eastern  foundry,  and  was  placed 
on  the  roof  of  the  little  side  vestry-room.  The  bell 
was  removed  to  their  first  church  on  Mulberry 
street,  east  of  the  court-house,  the  walls  of  which  are 
still  standing,  and  used  for  blacksmith  shops.  This 
bell  was  one  of  two  bells  sent  to  Iowa.  The  other 
passed  into  history  as  Hummel’s  bell  at  Iowa  City. 

The  Congregational  society  erected  a  church  on 
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the  hill,  as  it  then  was,  near  where  Mr.  Semple’s 
dwelling  now  stands  on  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Sycamore  streets.  This  was  a  small  brick  building 
about  20x40  feet.  It  had  a  rough  wooden  bell-tower 
erected  on  the  back  or  rear  end,  which  gave  it  the 
name  of  the  “stern-wheel  church.”  In  this  tower 
was  hung  the  bell  that  now  calls  the  Congregational 
people  together.  It  is  the  oldest  bell  in  our  city. 
1  am  not  able  to  give  its  history.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  we  obeyed  its  call  to  meeting  way  back  in 
the  forties. 

The  Presbyterian  bell  that  came  here  earlier  was 
broken  and  removed  six  or  eight  years  ago.  The 
Catholic  Church  had  a  small  bell  at  a  very  early  day. 
I  should  think  it  would  weigh  about  fifty  pounds  i 
and  it  was  possibly  the  first  in  town.  It  was  after¬ 
ward  mounted  on  the  Old  Number  One  school- 
house  for  a  school  bell.  Very  likely  some  of  our 
hearers  have  watched  its  motion  for  fear  of  being- 
tardy.  We  say  watched  its  motion,  for  it  was 
mounted  on  the  top  of  a  high  tower.  One  could  see 
it  further  than  it  could  be  heard.  It  was  finally 
burned  with  the  school-house  and  rendered  worth¬ 
less  as  a  bell. 

The  Congregational  Church  was  the  progressive 
church  of  the  town.  The  other  churches  charged 
it  with  being  aristocratic,  as  they  considered  that 
it  rather  infringed  on  their  territory,'  but  the 
attendance  proved  it  to  be  rather  a  good  society.  The 
exterior  of  the  building  looked  like  a  country  school- 
house.  We  well  recollect  how  the  inside  looked 
at  the  time  of  our  first  visit.  We  had  frequently 
attended  the  Methodist  meeting  where  the  main 
aisle  was  the  dividing  line  between  the  sexes,  at 
least  during  meeting  time;  the  men  occupying  the 
right  and  the  women  the  left  side.  It  never 
entered  our  mind  that  there  could  be  any  other 
manner  of  seating.  We  went  early.  The  sexton 
was  at  the  rear  ringing  the  bell  when  we  entered. 
The  room  was  empty,  and  we  sat  down  in  the  end 
(fartherest  from  the  aisle)  of  a  seaton  the  right  side 
near  the  middle  of  the  church,  not  thinking  but 
we  would  be  among  the  men.  In  a  short  time  in 
walked  lion.  Stephen  Whicher  and  wife;  Mrs. 
Whicher  sitting  down  close  to  us  to  make  room  for 
the  others  who  came.  Very  soon  the  seats  were 
full,  and  we  were  the  only  boy  in  that  part  of  the 
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church  sitting  among  the  substantial  ladies  of  the 
church.  We  were  considerably  embarrassed  at 
getting  into  the  wrong  pew,  and  did  not  make  that 
mistake  a  second  time. 

The  four  described  churches  may  well  be  called 
the  pioneer  churches,  as  no  others  were  erected  for 
some  time  afterward.  The  Baptists  had  a  church 
organization,  but  did  not  build  until  1846  or  1847. 
We  remember  working  on  the  interior  of  their 
church-building  in  the  winter  of  1847-48.  I  think 
they  had  occupied  the  basement  for  church  pur¬ 
poses  for  at  least  a  year.  The  Baptists  had  a 
preacher  named  Seely,  a  very  small  man  in  stature 
but  a  large  man  in  expectations.  We  recollect 
attending  one  of  his  missionary  meetings  at  Drury’s 
Landing.  It  was  a  beautiful  summer  afternoon. 
While  Rev.  Seely  was  discoursing  in  the  house  to 
the  women  the  men  staid  outside.  On  one  side  of 
the  door  in  the  shade,  four  of  the  ungodly  amused 
themselves  playing  cards.  On  the  other  side  the 
remainder  were  engaged  in  pitching  horse-shoes. 
Rev.  Seely  did  not  continue  his  missionary  work  at 
Drury’s  Landing  much  longer. 

As  the  newcomer  wandered  toward  the  northern 
part  of  the  town  the  court-house  and  jail  would 
attract  his  attention.  The  court-house  was  built 
in  1  840,  with  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  lots  on 
the  commissioner’s  quarter,  as  it  was  called.  This 
was  a  quarter-section  of  land  donated  to  counties 
to  sell,  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  in  public  build- 
inos.  The  court-house  as  built  then,  was  almost 
identical  with  the  front  part  of  the  present  one, 
although  the  walls  were  once  burned  out  and  the 
wood  work  rebuilt.  The  ground  in  front  of  it  has 
been  considerably  filled  up,  so  much  so  as  to  bury 
four  or  five  stone  steps-  that  run  along  the  front 
porch. 

The  jail  has  disappeared.  It  was  located  on  the 
west  corner  of  the  court-house  square.  A  brief  dis- 
cription  of  its  architecture  will  not  be  found  out 
of  place.  A  wooden  building  20x40  feet,  two  sto¬ 
ries  high,  with  an  outside  stairway  leading  up  to  the 
narrow  front-door  in  the  second  story.  The  build- 
jn<r  was  erected  in  1838  or  ’39.  It  was  built  of  oak 
timber  12x12  inches,  notched  together  at  the  cor¬ 
ners  and  made  of  two  thicknesses,  with  a  space  of 
ten  inches  between  filled  with  broken  stone.  The 


inside  wall  of  timber  was  lined  with  two-inch 
plank  having  a  20-penny  nail  driven  in  at  every 
square  inch.  The  top  and  bottom  of  the  first  story 
being  lined  with  the  same.  The  jailer  occupied  the 
second  story.  Communication  was  held  between 
the  two  stories  through  a  trap-door  and  by  use  of  a 
ladder  let  down  through  the  hole.  When  once  in 
the  prisoner  was  considered  tolerably  safe.  We  are 
of  the  opinion  that  a  larger  percentage  escape  from 
the  present  structure  than  ever  did  from  that  old 
log  jail.  We  removed  this  old  jail  in  the  spring  of 
1857.  We  still  preserve  the  old  key,  weighing  about 
a  pound,  in  our  cabinet  as  a  curiosity. 

On  the  west  corner  of  Fourth  and  Mulberry 
Streets  stands  a  three-story  brick  building.  The 
two  upper  stories  of  the  front  part  were  built  by 
Mr.  Fred  Miller  in  the  3-ear  1848,  and  called  the 
Muscatine  Hotel.  This  was  the  farmers’  tavern  of 
the  town.  It  was  a  stopping-place  for  the  farmer 
when  he  brought  his  produce  to  market.  In  those 
days  Bloomington  was  the  frontier  market-place  of 
the  West.  Produce  from  Johnson,  Linn,  Cedar, 
and  Benton  Counties  found  an  outlet  at  Blooming¬ 
ton.  When  the  farmer  brought  in  his  load  of  pro¬ 
duce  for  forty  or  fifty  miles  he  generally  stopped  at 
the  first  place,  which  was  Miller’s.  lie  gave  them 
plenty  to  eat,  but  not  a  particle  of  style.  It  was  no 
uncommon  occurrence  to  see  twenty  or  thirty  teams 
here  at  one  time.  On  one  of  these  occasions  his 
large  stable  took  fire  and  several  farmers’  horses 
were  burned.  When  the  railroad  began  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  the  “back  counties”  this  hotel 
was  no  longer  needed. 

Within  the  town-limits  there  were  two  or  three 
mills.  The  first  one  built  was  a  water-mill,  owned 
by  David  R.  and  Asberry  ().  Warfield.  It  stood  on 
Mad  Creek,  about  100  feet  above  Ninth  street 
bridge.  The  dam  was  some  300  feet  above  the 
mill.  This  dam  washed  out  at  least  three  or  four 
times.  This  mill  sawed  a  considerable  amount  of 
lumber.  It  passed  into  the  Brookes  Brothers 
hands,  and  was  run  with  profit  to  the  owners  until 
the  big  flood  of  1851,  when  the  dam  washed  out  so 
completely  it  was  never  rebuilt. 

In  the  spring  of  1843  J.  M.  Barlow  erected  a 
very  creditable  steam  flouring-mill.  It  stood  on 
the  west  corner  of  Second  and  Sycamore  streets, 


1 

► 


MUSCATINE  COUNTY. 


6o3 


where  Clapp’s  hardware  store  now  stands.  This  was 
a  great  improvement  to  Bloomington.  This  mill 
had  for  miller  John  Seely,  well  remembered  by 
many  of  our  citizens;  and  Zephaniah  Washburn,  one 
of  Muscatine’s  early  mayors,  was  fireman.  The 
story  of  his  election  runs  about  this  way :  Politics 
did  not  enter  into  the  contest;  everybody  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  run  just  as  well  as  he  could.  The  “boys” 
got  Zeph’s  name  announced  and  some  of  the  high- 
toned  society  talked  quite  contemptibly  of  their 
candidate.  But  the  boys  went  to  work  and  Zeph 
was  elected.  After  election  the  boys  went  to  the 
mill  and  taking  him  to  the  harness-shop  they  got  a 
lot  of  brushes  and  brushed  him  off.  They  told  him 
he  was  mayor,  and  that  he  must  reflect  credit  on 
the  office. 

On  the  south  side  of  Second  street,  near  where 
the  railroad  water-tank  now  stands,  there  stood  a 
steam  sawmill,  which  was  first  erected  at  Geneva, 
three  miles  up  the  river,  and  removed  to  Bloom¬ 
ington.  It  had  been  operated  by  different  parties. 
John  G.  Deslder  and  John  Vanatta  were  among  the 
early  owners.  John  Vanatta  was  a  large-sized, 
heavy-built  man,  a  Captain  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  and  was  well  calculated  to  fight  his  way 
through  everything.  Ilis  partner,  a  much  younger 
man,  was  six  feet  high,  square  built,  weighing  about 
200  pounds,  and  struck  out  well  at  the  shoulder;  in 
fact,  a  scientific  boxer.  One  day  they  had  a  disa¬ 
greement.  Vanatta  thought  he  would  whip  Desh- 
ler  (the  most  common  way  of  settling  disputes  in 
those  days).  Deshler  was  willing,  so  Vanatta  started 
for  Deshler,  who  kept  backing  off  and  hitting  in  the 
face.  In  a  short  time  Vanatta  was  the  worst  pun¬ 
ished  man  in  town  without  being  able  to  touch 
Deshler.  The  fight  furnished  material  for  local  talk 
for  some  time. 

At  another  date  this  mill  was  owned  by  Robert 
and  Samuel  Kinney.  Sam  attended  to  getting  the 
logs  and  outside  work;  Bob  to  running  the  engine 
and  tending.  The  boiler  was  old  and  leaky.  One 
day  it  sprung  a  leak  over  the  fire,  the  water  ran 


down  into  the  hot  ashes  and  complete!}'  dusted  the 
engineer,  Bob,  a  fat,  clurns}'  old  fellow.  He  started 
to  run  when,  falling  on  his  hands  and  feet,  he  went 
on  all-fours,  shouting:  “Sam,  Sam,  run  ;  the  boiler 
is  burst!”  Sam  seeing  the  dust  and  ashes  joined  in 
the  race.  The  panic  spread  to  the  hands  and  there 
was  a  general  tumbling  among  the  logs.  The  boiler 
was  shortly  replaced  by  another.  The  mill  was 
afterward  converted  into  a  stave  and  barrel  fac¬ 
tory,  and  was  lastty  worked  by  Coe  tfc  Wells,  but 
has  long  disappeared. 

The  first  lumber-yard  was  started  by  F.  H.  Stone 
and  Jack  Richmond  in  the  fall  of  1839.  They  pur¬ 
chased  a  hardwood  raft  of  lumber  that  was  sawed 
on  the  Maquoketa  River,  of  about  60,000  feet.  It 
was  composed  of  black  walnut,  oak.  and  linn. 
They  had  the  privilege  of  buying  one-half  or  all. 
Stone  asked  Henry  Reece,  a  carpenter,  what  kind 
would  sell  best  if  they  should  take  but  one-half  of 
the  raft.  Reece  said:  “Take  the  walnut,  it  will  be 
wanted  for  coffins.”  It  was  quite  sicklj'  in  those 
times.  They  took  all,  and  while  it  was  being  car¬ 
ried  out  they  had  a  shed  erected  to  sit  under  and 
count  the  boards,  the  lumber  having  been  meas¬ 
ured  and  marked  in  the  mill  before  rafting.  Stone 
worked  one  day  and  had  the  ague  the  next,  when, 
Richmond  who  had  it,  but  on  alternate  days,  took 
his  place,  which  was  a  great  accommodation  to  their 
business. 

One  of  the  most  noted  places  was  Ti ley  Smalley’s 
blacksmith  shop.  It  was  the  gymnasium  of  the 
town.  Here  the  Hon.  Ralph  P.  Lowe,  his  law  part¬ 
ner  John  G.  Deshler.  Michael  Greene,  Ozra 
Phelphs,  “Pap  Mathews”  (Hiram  Mathews),  Reu¬ 
ben  Warren,  and  a  dozen  others  of  less  muscular 
ability  met  to  test  their  strength  in  wrestling, 
jumping,  lifting,  and  other  tests  of  strength.  One 
could  not  pass  the  shop,  that  stood  near  where  Dil- 
lavvav’s  store  now  stands,  without  finding  from  six 
to  twelve  either  engaged  in  such  tests  of  strength 
or  listening  to  some  story  from  “Pap  Mathews,” 
who  was  an  expert  in  this  line. 
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J^RUSCATINE  COUNTY,  at  the  present 
I  IV  time,  in  the  spring  of  1889,  is  divided  into 
I/  I®  fourteen  civil  townships:  Wapsinonoc, 
®  Goshen,  Moscow,  Wilton,  Fulton,  Pike, 

Lake,  Bloomington,  Sweetland,  ^fontpelier,  Orono, 
Cedar,  Seventy-Six,  and  Fruitland.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  short  sketches  of  each  are  given,  the  scope  of 
our  work  not  permitting  of  more  extended  notice. 

Wapsinonoc  Township. 

OR  the  early  history  of  this  township  we  are 

P  indebted  to  the  Hon.  Asa  Gregg,  who  some 
years  ago  published  his  personal  recollections 
of  its  early  settlement  in  pamphlet  form: 

“This  was  called  the  Wapsinonoc  Settlement,  that 
being  the  Indian  name  of  the  stream,  or,  as  they 
pronounce  it,  ‘  Wap-pe-se-no-e-noc,’  which,  in  their 
language  or  tongue,  signifies  ‘smooth-surfaced’ 
meandering  stream  or  creek.  The  first  settlement 
was  made  in  the  fall  of  183G,  and  during  the  winter 
following  several  families  came  in,  among  them 
some  men  by  the  name  of  Huntman,  who  in  the 
spring  went  to  Missouri,  and  united  their  fortunes 
with  the  great  Mormon  prophet,  Joe.  Smith,  who 
was  at  that  time  making  a  settlement  there,  and 
shortly  afterward  was  driven  out  of  the  State. 


“In  the  spring  of  1837  there  was  quite  an  immi¬ 
gration  into  Iowa,  or,  as  it  was  then  called,  the 
Black  Ilawk  Purchase,  and,  of  course,  some  new 
arrivals  here  to  fill  the  place  left  vacant  by  the 
departure  of  the  Huntman’s — among  whom  were 
the  following:  William  Bagley,  William  Comes, 
William  A.  Clark,  and  the  writer,  all  of  whom  arrived 
before  the  middle  of  May  in  that  year.  Later  in 
the  season  Galentine  Gatton  and  Samuel  Hendrick¬ 
son  made  a  settlement  where  they  now  reside.  The 
two  brothers,  Henyen  and  Cornelius  Lancaster,  also 
made  a  commencement  that  season.  At  this  early 
date  of  our  settlement  we  had  neither  roads  nor 
bridges,  and  any  one  may  very  easily  conjecture 
what  some  of  the  difficulties  were  that  these  early 
pioneers  had  to  encounter,  when  the}r  are  informed 
that  all  the  provisions,  except  such  as  could  be 
procured  by  rifle,  had  to  be  brought  by  wagons 
from  Illinois. 

“The  first  election  was  held  in  a  cabin  in  the 
timber,  nearly  west  of  this  village,  then  occupied 
by  William  A.  Clark,  at  which,  it  is  believed,  all 
legal  voters  exercised  the  elective  franchise  for  the 
first  time  in  Iowa.  There  being  no  party  issue  to 
divide  and  distract  the  public,  there  was  wonderful 
unanimity  in  the  voting,  and  the  close  of  the  polls 
showed  that  all  had  cast  their  votes  for  the  same 
candidates,  none  of  whom  were  personally  known 
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to  the  voter,  and  on  counting  out  the  votes  it  was 
found  that  we  had  just  eight  voters  west  of  the 
Cedar  river. 

“The  first  sermon  was  preached  by  Elder  Martin 
Baker,  a  well  and  favorably  known  minister  of  the 
Christian  order  or  denomination,  who  lived  and 
died  below  Rochester.  Mr.  Baker  was  a  good  and 
true  man,  and  very  much  respected  by  the  early 
settlers;  rough  and  uncouth  as  a  bear  in  his  man¬ 
ners,  it  is  true,  yet  tender-hearted  as  a  child ;  and 
many  a  kind  act  of  his  has  gladdened  the  lonely 
hut  of  the  poor  and  needy  settler,  when  sickness 
was  upon  him,  and  starvation  was  staring  him  in 
the  face,  and  his  greatest  hour  of  need  had  come. 

“Francis  Foot  made  a  settlement  on  the  east  side 
of  the  east  brrnch  of  the.  creek,  in  the  summer  of 
1837,  in  a  cabin  built  by  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Hueler,  whose  wife  had  died  early  that  spring,  and 
he,  Hueler,  became  dissatisfied  and  left  the  coun¬ 
try,  Mr.  Foot  taking  his  place  and  remaining  here 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1838. 

••At  the  time  last  mentioned  the  land  was  not 
surveyed  into  sections,  but  during  that  season  the 
Government  surveyors  came  along  and  sectionized 
it,  and  their  trails  on  the  section  lines  on  the  prai¬ 
rie  were  plainly  visible  until  after  the  land  sale  in 
fall  of  1838. 

“The  fall  of  the  year  last  mentioned  was  the  dark¬ 
est  time  our  infant  settlement  ever  experienced, 
and  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  were 
here  at  that  time.  The  most  of  us  had  been  here 
long  enough  to  reduce  our  finances  to  a  mere 
shadow,  and  had  raised  barely  enough  grain  to  keep 
our  families  from  starvation;  the  season  had  been 
very  sickly  indeed;  there  were  not  well  persons 
enough  to  take  proper  care  of  the  sick;  death  had 
visited  our  little  settlement  in  more  than  one  form, 
and  to  crown  our  misfortunes  the  general  Govern¬ 
ment  ordered  the  whole  of  the  Black  Hawk  Purchase 
into  market.  Here  was  a  dilemma.  Many  who 
had  expended  every  dollar  they  had  in  the  world 
in  improving  their  claims,  found  themselves  in 
danger  of  losing  all  for  want  of  means  to  enter 
their  lands.  Fortunately,  through  the  instru¬ 
mentality  of  John  Gilbert,  an  Indian  trader,  those 
who  held  claims  in  this  immediate  vicinity  obtained 
funds  of  Alexis  Phelps,  who  at  that  time  lived  at 


I  Oquawka,  Ill.,  to  enter  what  land  they  wanted. 
The  manner  of  the  loan  was  this:  He,  Phelps,  was 
allowed  to  enter  the  land  in  his  own  name ;  he  then 
gave  the  other  party  a  bond  for  a  deed,  conditioned 
that  they  should  pay  him  the  amount  which  he  paid 
for  the  land  within  one  year,  with  twenty-five  per 
cent,  interest  from  the  date  of  the  bond ;  and  what 
is  more  remarkable  is  that  all  who  borrowed  of 
Phelps  at  that  time,  had  the  good  fortune  to  fulfill 
their  contracts  with  him  and  obtain  their  lands,  ora 
large  advance  on  their  investment  in  improving  it. 

“The  Indians,  though  quite  numerous,  were  not 
generally  very  troublesome,  but  would  occasionally, 
when  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  attempt  to  steal 
a  horse,  or  annoy  us  in  some  other  way ;  such  as 
throwing  down  our  fences,  or  taking  our  corn  to 
feed  their  ponies,  etc.  Large  numbers  of  them 
were  in  the  habit  of  coming  here  for  the  purpose 
of  making  sugar  from  the  hard  maple,  which  was, 
and  is  yet,  quite  abundant  in  the  groves  hereabout, 
and  still  bears  the  evidence  of  their  destructive 
mode  of  obtaining  the  sap. 

“The  next  spring  after  the  land  sale  they  came, 
as  was  their  custom,  prepared  for  making  sugar, 
but  the  whites  had  recently  become  proprietors  of 
the  soil,  and  did  not  feel  like  quietly  submitting 
to  their  depredations  upon  the  timber,  and  after 
full  deliberation,  determined  that  they  would  not 
suffer  the  Indians  to  make  sugar  here.  The  settlers, 
therefore,  collected  together  with  their  arms  and 
proceeded  at  once  to  the  Indians’  camps,  where  they 
found  them  very  busy  preparing  for  making  sugar. 
The  Indians  were  at  once  informed  that  the  land 
now  belonged  to  the  white  men — that  their  title 
had  passed  from  them  by  treaty  to  the  General 
Government,  and  by  purchase  to  us.  They,  for  a 
long  time,  pretended  not  to  understand  us,  and  af¬ 
fected  ignorance  of  the  object  of  our  visit.  This 
caused  a  long  parley  and  considerable  dela}'.  The 
day  was  coming  to  a  close,  and  we  found  that  they 
expected  a  large  accession  to  their  numbers  that 
evening.  "We  therefore  found  it  necessary  to  make 
some  demonstration  that  would  not  only  compel 
them  to  understand  us,  but  convince  them  that  we 
were  in  earnest.  They  had  built  fires  in  their  old 
camps,  which  were  covered  with  old  dry  bark,  en¬ 
tirely  useless  as  a  protection  from  rain,  it  having 
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curled  up  into  rolls  something  like  a  window-blind 
rolled  up.  The  pieces  of  bark  were  directly  over 
the  fire  where  the  supper  was  cooking.  We  went 
to  one  of  these  camps  and  directed  the  Indians  to 
take  everything  that  belonged  to  them  out  of  the 
camp,  telling  tnem  in  their  own  language,  as  well 
as  we  were  able,  that  we  were  going  to  burn  their 
camp,  at  the  same  time  taking  a  roll  of  bark  from 
the  top  and  throwing  it  in  the  fire.  This  seemed 
to  convince  them  of  our  determination  to  force 
them  to  leave,  and  they  at  once,  with  our  assistance, 
removed  all  their  property  out  of  danger.  We 
were  very  careful  not  to  molest  or  injure  any  prop¬ 
erty  belonging  to  the  Indians,  but  burned  every 
vestige  of  the  old  camps,  after  which  we  caused 
them  to  pitch  their  tents  in  a  part  of  the  grove 
where  there  were  no  hard-maple  trees,  and  late  in 
the  evening  their  friends  came  in,  but  made  no  at¬ 
tempt  to  make  sugar  afterward. 

“There  was  an  old  squaw  with  those  whom  we  re¬ 
moved  from  the  sugar  camp,  who,  during  our  par¬ 
ley  before  burning  the  old  camps,  became  very 
much  excited,  and  was  the  only  one  among  them 
who  seemed  to  understand  us,  although  Ave  knew 
very  well  that  all  the  men  understood  us  from  the 
first.  This  old  woman,  however,  undertook  to 
convince  us  that  they  had  a  right  make  sugar  here 
under  treaty,  and  went  to  her  tent  and  came  out 
with  a  roll  of  dressed  buckskin  and  commenced 
unrolling  it,  and  to  our  surprise,  in  the  center  Avas 
a  neatly  written  copy  of  Wayne’s  treaty,  or  as  it  is 
usually  called,  the  treaty  of  Greenville.  This,  no 
doubt,  had  been  kept  in  her  family  from  the  time 
of  the  treaty  in  1  795.  This  manuscript  was  white 
and  pure,  and  looked  as  if  it  had  not  been  written 
a  week.  No  doubt  her  father,  or  perhaps  her 
husband,  had  been  a  warrior  avIio  had  participated 
in  the  bloody  conflicts  of  the  days  of  “Mad  An¬ 
thony,”  and  who  had  been  compelled  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  superiority  of  the  whites  over  the  dusky 
warriors  of  his  doomed  race. 

“The  Indians  had,  with  great  labor,  dug  out 
some  troughs  to  hold  the  sugar-water,  and  had 
them  on  the  ground  ready  for  use,  but  the  old 
woman,  before  mentioned,  hearing  some  of  us  speak 
of  them  as  being  very  good  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  intended,  Avas  determined  they 
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should  not  profit  us,  took  an  ax,  and  Avitli  a  very 
clear  Indian  war-whoop,  split  them  to  pieces,  and 
in  a  very  taunting  way  requested  us  to  burn  them 
also. 

“In  1838  the  following  additions  Avere  made  to 
the  settlement:  George  Van  Horne,  William  Leffing- 
Avell,  «T.  P.  A"an  Hagen  and  Robert  Stuart;  the  first 
mentioned  is  hoav  living  at  Wapello,  Iowa;  Mr.  Lefif- 
ingwell  having  been  a  citizen  of  the  city  of  Musca¬ 
tine  for  many  years,  has  very  recently  taken  his  de¬ 
parture  to  that  better  land,  Avhere  so  many  of  the  old 
settlers  of  this  county  have  gone  before.  Mr.  Stuart, 
after  living  here  a  number  of  years  and  holding 
some  important  offices  in  the  count}",  removed  to 
Cedar  Falls,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  Avhen 
his  widow  returned  here.  The  arrivals  of  1839 
were  more  numerous  than  any  previous  year,  viz: 
Valentine  Bozarth,  S.  A.  Bagley,  Enos  Barnes, 
James  Van  Horne,  Jacob  Springer,  John  G.  Lane, 
A.  B.  Phillips  and  John  Bennet,  are  some  of  those 


avIio  are  remembered  as  coming  that  year,  and  it 


would  be  a  gratification  to  the  writer  to  give  a 
short  sketch  of  the  history  of  each,  if  time  and 
space  would  permit,  but  we  must  hasten.  The  year 
1840  the  writer  does  not  remember  but  two  aa  Iio 
made  a  permanent  settlement  in  tins  vicinity. 
There  may  have  been  others,  perhaps  was,  but  aa’c 
can  only  bring  to  mind  Egbert  T.  Smith  and  E.  T. 
S.  Schenk,  avIio  Avere  both  well  and  favorably 
known,  and  Mr.  Schenk  is  now  residing  near  Dow¬ 
ney. 

“Dudley  B.  Dustin  \Aras  among  those  who  lived 
here  at  this  time,  and  will  be  remembered  for  his 
kindness  of  heart,  as  well  as  his  many  eccentricities 
and  jokes.  He  could  mimic  anyone  to  perfection, 
and  many  a  time  at  our  public  gatherings  Avould 
set  the  crowd  in  a  perfect  roar  of  laughter  at  the 
expense  of  some  unlucky  neighbor. 

“Wapsinonoc  Township  consisted  of  all  of  Mus¬ 
catine  County  that  lies  Avest  of  the  Cedar  river. 
At  that  time,  and  for  many  years  thereafter,  and 
at  our  elections,  all  would  assemble  at  one  place 
and  cast  their  votes;  and  it  would  be  interesting  to 
give  the  number  of  votes  each  year,  and  note  the 
increase  of  population,  had  we  the  means  to  do  so. 

“At  this  time  of  excitement  in  regard  to  the  Rail¬ 
road  Bond  question,  a  history  of  the  west  part  of 
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this  county,  and  the  important  stand  taken  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Wapsinonoc  Township  on  the  vote 
of  the  county  to  take  stock,  wdll  not  be  devoid  of 
interest. 

“As  before  stated,  our  township  consisted  of  all 
of  this  county  west  of  Cedar  River,  when  the  road 
now  known  as  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railroad,  first  began  to  be  talked  about,  and  the 
company  began  to  urge  upon  the  people  the  neces 
sity  of  taking  stock,  but  the  settlers  were  generally 
poor,  and  to  raise  any  considerable  amount  by  in¬ 
dividual  subscription,  was  soon  found  to  be  out  of 
the  question.  Interested  parties  soon  began  to  urge 
upon  the  authorities  of  the  county  the  propriety  of 
the  county  taking  stock,  and  after  some  hesitation 
the  county  judge  issued  an  order  for  a  vote  on  the 
question  of  a  tax  for  railroad  purposes.  At  this 
election  the  contest  was  warm  and  sharp — those  who 
were  in  favor  of  the  measure  being  extremely  ener¬ 
getic,  while  those  who  opposed  it  did  so  with  great 
warmth  and  energy;  and  this  township  was  so 
united  on  the  question  that  there  was  but  one  vote 
in  favor  of  the  measure  which  has  now  become  so 
odious,  and  has  been  so  burdensome.  Our  town¬ 
ship,  therefore,  became  quite  noted  for  its  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  soon  after  gained  the  appellation  of 
The  State  of  Wapsinonoc,  which  high  distinction 
was  brought  about  as  follows: 

“The  next  day  after  the  election  above  mentioned, 
the  writer  went  to  Muscatine,  and  had  hardly  de¬ 
scended  from  his  horse  until  he  was  surrounded  by 
the  friends  of  the  tax,  who  were  jubilant  over  the 
success  of  their  measure,  and  during  a  warm,  but 
friendly  discussion  of  the  question,  our  old  friend, 
William  St.  John,  came  up,  and  in  a  taunting  way 
shook  his  finger  at  the  writer,  saying: 

‘“We  have  got  you  now;  what  will  you  do 
next?’” 

“Well,’  said  the  writer,  ‘We  will  just  call  out  the 
militia,  ‘that’s  what  we’ll  do,’  and  from  the  idea  of 
calling  out  the  militia  on  the  railroad  tax  question 
we  got  the  name  of  the  ‘State  of  Wapsinonoc.’ 

“John  D.  Wolf  and  Mary  Ann  Bagley  were  the 
first  residents  of  the  township  who  were  married, 
but  they  obtained  their  marriage  license  at  Musca¬ 
tine,  where  the  ceremony  was  performed.  The  first 
birth  in  the  township  occurred  in  the  summer  of 


1837,  about  a  quarter  mile  distant  from  the  present 
West  Liberty,  when  Louise,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Corns,  saw  the  light  of  day. 

“The  first  school  was  taught  in  an  unoccupied  log 
dwelling  on  section  2,  by  Valentine  Bozarth  in 
1839.  The  first  regular  school-house  was  built  on 
land  owned  by  Asa  Gregg,  on  section  2,  in  1843. 
It  was  a  comfortable  frame  building.” 


West  Liberty. 

HIS  is  a  thriving  town  located  in  the  north¬ 
western  portion  of  Wapsinonoc  Township, 
between  the  forks  of  the  Wapsinonoc  Creek, 
and  at  the  junction  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  and  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  North¬ 
ern  Railroads.  The  original  town  of  this  name  was' 
located  a  little  northwestjof  the  presenbcorporation ; 
it  was  laid  out  by  Simeon  A.  Bagley,  who  died  a 
few  years  since  at  Tipton,  Cedar  County,  and  sur¬ 
veyed  in  1838,  by  George  Bumgardner,  County 
Surveyor.  A  post-office  was  established  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  in  the  same  year,  with  Mr.  Bagley,  as  Post¬ 
master.  The  first  store  in  the  settlement  was  opened 
by  Peter  Heath.  When  the  new  town  was  started, 
several  houses  were  moved  to  the  same  from  the 
old  location;  also  the  post-office,  then  in  charge  of 
Freeman  Oliver,  and  the  store  conducted  by  I.  R. 
Wright. 

In  the  year  1855,  the  first  locomotive  wended  its 
wajr  westward  through  acorn  field  where  West  Lib¬ 
erty  now  stands.  Then  there  was  a  farm-house  and 
a  barn  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town,  and 
where  the  business  part  of  the  town  now  is,  was  a 
cornfield,  the  cornstalks  standing  thick  and  as  high 
as  a  man’s  head.  The  only  dwelling  was  the  house 
on  the  corner  of  Spencer  and  Fourth  streets,  and  it 
was  for  a  while,  the  only  tavern  near  the  railroad, 
having  been  within  a  few  years  reconstructed.  The 
second  and  third  buildings  are  still  standing  where 
they  were  erected. 

West  Liberty  (new  town)  was  laid  out  by  Spencer, 
Robinson  and  Clark  (John  M.  Spencer  and  T.  J. 
Robinson  lived  at  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  and  J.  W. 
Clark  resided  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa),  and  surveyed  by 
Peter  Houtz,  Jan.  21,  1856.  W.  C.  Evans  was  lo- 
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cated  here  as  agent  with  a  power  of  attorney  from 
the  firm,  to  sell  lots,  make  deeds,  and  look  after 
their  business  generally,  at  this  point.  The  town 
was  incorporated  in  1868.  Various  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  town  from  time  to  time. 

From  1 8GG  to  1 8G9,  there  was  but  very  little  done 
by  way  of  improvement  in  the  town.  Travel  was 
then  confined  to  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  the  old  freight-house  on  Calhoun 
street  was  then  the  passenger  depot  as  well  as  for 
freight;  and  the  boundaries  only  extended  west  to 
where  Elm  street  now  is.  But  in  anticipation  of 
the  Burlington.  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad, 
to  the  stock  of  which  the  citizens  had  subscribed 
$60,000,  building  had  commenced.  Elisha Sehooley 
had  built  a  brick  house  on  the  corner  of  Calhoun 
and  Third  streets;  R.  G.  Lewis,  Z.  N.  King,  Chese- 
bro  &  Romaine  and  Dr.  Holmes  each  put  up  sub¬ 
stantial  and  commodious  business  houses  on  Third 
street.  Jesse  Bowersock  and  D.  F.  Smith  soon  fol¬ 
lowed  with  their  building  on  the  north  side  of  the 
same  street,  and  yet  the  demand  for  good  business 
houses  was  not  satisfied.  The  Peoples’  bank,  N. 
Gaskill,  Manfull  &  Nichols,  Ilorinel  and  Fuse  soon 
followed,  each  with  a  good  building.  While  these 
improvements  were  being  made  on  Third  street, 
great  changes  were  taking  place  in  the  west  or  new 
part  of  town. 

West  Liberty  to-day  is  a  thriving  town  of  about 
2,000  inhabitants,  well  supplied  with  schools  and 
churches,  and  a  mercantile  trade  second  to  no  town 
of  its  size  in  the  State.  The  citizens  are  generally 
enterprising  and  abreast  of  the  times.  In  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  school  privileges  the  town  has  two  good 
buildings,  and  the  schools  are  thoroughly  graded 
and  well  kept.  The  religious  influences  of  the 
place  are  good,  the  denominations  represented  be¬ 
ing  Christian,  Presbyterian,  Methodist  Episcopal, 
Friends,  and  Catholics. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  West  Lib¬ 
erty  goes  back  to  the  pioneer  days,  there  being  a 
class  organized  here  as  early  as  183!),  and  for 
nearly  twenty  years  its  members  worshiped  in 
school-houses.  The  present  church  edifice  was 
built  in  1875. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city  dates  its 


organization  from  1857.  Previous  to  this  time, 
however,  services  were  held  and  an  organization 
existed  known  as  the  Old  School  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  the  Rev.  John  Hudson  was 
the  first  pastor.  The  present  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  Oct.  4,  1857,  by  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Beach,  who 
was  sent  out  as  a  missionary  to  the  West.  In  the 
original  organization  there  were  but  four  members. 
During  his  two  years’  stay  a  chapel  and  parsonage 
were  erected.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Scott  succeeded  Mr. 
Beach,  and  remained  until  18G2.  Following  Mr. 
Scott  came  the  Revs.  Mills,  Porter,  Tanner,  and 
Shearer.  The  latter  commenced  to  labor  in  this 
field  in  June,  1875,  a  neat  and  commodious  house 
of  worship  was  erected,  which  continued  to  be  used 
until  February,  1888,  when  it  was  burned  to  the 
ground.  The  Rev.  N.  W .  Thornton  succeeded  Mr. 
Shearer,  and  remained  until  1884,  being  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  ().  T.  Langfitt,  the  present  pastor. 
Immediately  after  the  destruction  of  their  church 
the  society  took  steps  toward  replacing  it,  and  a 
meeting  of  the  members  was  held  the  same  day  to 
make  all  necessary  arrangements.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  superintend  the  construction  of  a 
new  building,  and  a  contract  was  let  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  to  George  D.  Magoon,  of  Muscatine.  Work 
was  at  once  commenced,  and  on  Sunday  morning, 
Sept.  2,  1888,  being  completed,  it  was  duly  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  the  Rev.  T.  S. 
Bailey,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  preaching  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  The  building  is  a  handsome  structure,  a 
credit  to  the  members  of  the  church,  and  the  citi¬ 
zens  who  so  liberally  aided  in  its  construction. 

The  Christian  Church  of  West  Liberty  was 
organized  in  Phillip’s  school-house,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  southwest  of  West  Liberty,  in  1866,  by 
Elder  J.  C.  Powell,  of  Columbus  City,  Iowa.  In 
1868,  a  house  of  worship  being  completed  in  town, 
services  began  to  be  held  here.  Among  those  who 
have  ministered  to  this  church  are  J.  C.  Ilay,  J.  B. 
Baxter,  J.  K.  Cornell,  Henry  Exley,  J.  Mad.  Will¬ 
iams,  J.  N.  Smith,  and  J.  II.  Wright.  During  the 
pastorate  of  Mr.  Smith  the  present  elegant  house  of 
worship  was  erected,  and  dedicated  to  the  service 
of  God,  Jan.  !)  1887 ;  F.  M.  Rains,  of  Topeka,  Kan., 
preaching  the  dedicatory  sermon.  The  church  is 
now  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  with  a  large 
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membership,  and  under  the  efficient  pastorate  of 
J.  H.  Wright. 

The  Society  of  Friends  about  1858  held  their 
first  meeting  in  the  neighborhood  of  AA'est  Liberty, 
but  the  society  was  not  organized  until  1860.  A 
meeting-house  was  built  about  one  mile  north  of 
town,  50x24  feet.  Some  time  in  1870  it  was  moved 
into  the  city. 

The  secret  and  benevolent  societies  are  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  and  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

Mt.  Calvary  Lodge  No.  95.  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was 
instituted  by  dispensation  July  19,  1856,  and  a 
charter  was  granted  June  3,  1857.  The  following 
were  the  charter  members:  AY.  C.  Evans,  George 
AY.  Dunlap,  L.  Stockman,  Arthur  C.  Davis,  Asa 
Gregg,  I.  D.  Arore,  Perry  Reynolds.  J.  A.  Mills, 
Allen  Broomliall,  J.  R.  Palmer,  E.  Messmore,  J.  N. 
Graham.  The  first  officers  were:  AYilliam  C.  Ev¬ 
ans,  AY.  M.;  Asa  Gregg,  S.  AY.;  Allen  Broomliall, 
J.  AY.;  I.  D.  A'ore,  Secretary;  George  AY.  Dunlap, 
Treasurer.  The  officers  at  present  writing,  in  the 
fall  of  1888,  are:  AY.  H.  Shipman,  AAL  M.;  C.  B. 
Kimball,  S.  AY.;  J.  II.  Rogers,  J.  AY.;  P.  R.  Evans, 
Treasurer;  George  C.  Shipman,  Secretary.  The 
lodge  is  in  a  healthy  condition,  with  a  membership 
of  eighty,  owning  hall  and  store-room. 

Liberty  Chapter  No.  79,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
was  instituted  under  dispensation  Dec.  1.  1875.  The 
first  officers  were:  E.  C.  Chesebrough,  M.E.  II.  P.; 
P.  R.  Evans,  E.  K. ;  J.  A.  Hollister,  E.  S.;  George 
C.  Shipman,  Secretary.  A  charter  was  granted  in 
October,  1876.  The  following  are  the  present  offi¬ 
cers:  C.  B.  Kimball,  E.  II.  P.;  C.  Chesebrough, 
E.  K. ;  AY.  K.  Stafford,  E.  S. ;  P.  K.  Evans,  Treas¬ 
urer;  George  C.  Shipman,  Secretary.  The  present 
membership  is  thirty-eight,  and  the  chapter  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

Liberty  Lodge  No.  190,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  insti¬ 
tuted  by  dispensation  March  3,  1870,  and  a  charter 
was  granted  October  20  of  the  same  year  to  the 
following  charter  members:  E.  L.  Stratton,  AY.  G. 
H.  Inghram,  George  Bagley,  C.  AY.  Burger,  S.  M. 
Mitchell,  P.  R.  Evans,  AY.  L.  Penny  and  H.  A. 
Thomas.  The  first  officers  were:  George  Bagley, 
N.  G. ;  E.  L.  Stratton,  Ar.  G. ;  W.  L.  Penn}r,  Secre¬ 
tary;  P.  R.  Evans,  Treasurer.  The  present  officers 


are:  AVillis  Crozier,  N.  G. ;  Ed.  Lane,  V.  G. ;  \\r. 
A.  A\rest,  Secretary;  PL  G.  PI.  Byer.  P.  S.  ,  G.  A\r. 
Griffith,  Treasurer.  The  lodge  is  in  good  condition 
with  eighty  members.  An  encampment  was  or¬ 
ganized  Oct.  21,  1887,  and  has  now  thirty-five 
members.  A  lodge  of  the  Degree  of  Rebecca  was 
organized  in  1884,  and  has  lift}’  members. 

Silas  Jackson  Post  No.  255,  G.  A.  II.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  Nov.  16,  1883,  by  II.  Beeson,  with  twelve 
charter  members,  its  fir.-t  officers  being:  J.  AAL  Mc- 
Pllravy,  Com.;  S.  S.  Gunse,  S.  Y.  C. ;  AY.  A. 
Nichols,  J.  Ar.  C. ;  Clark  Luse,  Q.  M.;  E.  PI.  King, 
Surg. ;  John  Wright,  Chap.;  T.  K.  Chase,  O.  D.; 
Chas.  D.  Gibson,  G. ;  R.  G.  Lewis,  Adjt.  The 
Post  has  been  very  prosperous,  and  now  has  a  mem¬ 
bership  of  seventy-three,  with  the  following  named 
officers,  in  the  fall  of  1888:  C.  S.  Barclay,  Com.; 
M.  AA'eir,  S.  V.  C.;  C.  J.  Luse,  J.  \r.  C.;  G.  AY. 
Chapman,  Chaplain;  J.  F.  Wyman,  O.  D.;  D. 
Richards,  O.  G.;  C.  D.  Gibson,  Q.  M. ;  E.  H.  King, 
Surg.;  N.  AV.  Ball,  Adj. 

The  AA'est  Liberty  Temperance  League,  of  A\rest 
Liberty,  Muscatine  Co.,  Iowa,  was  organized  by  a 
noble  band  of  Christian  men  in  1874,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  enforcing  the  temperance  laws.  John  E. 
Deamer  was  elected  its.  first  President,  E.  PL  Har¬ 
rison  was  its  first  Secretary,  J.  L.  A\rilson  the  first 
Treasurer,  and  Jonathan  Cowgill  and  John  Lewis 
its  Counselors.  There  was  also  an  executive  com¬ 
mittee  vested  with  full  power  to  sue  and  to  be 
sued.  One  hundred  and  six  members  belong  to  the 
organization.  They  hire  lawyers  to  defend  the 
temperance  law,  and  in  every  way  possible  assist  in 
its  enforcement,  paying  the  fees  of  the  gentlemen 
whom  they  hire  out  of  their  own  pockets.  This  or¬ 
ganization  has  a  most  worth}- object,  and  has  been 
productive  of  much  good. 

In  October,  1886,  J.  AY.  McElravy  commenced 
agitating  the  subject  of  an  artesian  well  for  AA'est 
Liberty.  Taking  a  subscription  paper  he  started 
out  among  the  businesss  men,  and  in  a  few  hours 
had  over  8600  subscribed  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
perimenting  as  to  whether  water  could  easily  be 
obtained.  The  Town  Council  added  8300  to  the 
amount,  and  the  school  board  8200  more.  A  public 
meeting  was  called,  and  the  question  discussed.  All 
were  in  favor  of  it.  In  November  a  contract  was 
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made  with  A.  K.  Wallen  to  bore  the  well.  But 
little,  however,  was  done  until  the  spring  of  1888, 
when  Win.  Barber,  of  Minooka,  Ill.,  took  charge 
of  the  works  as  foreman.  The  well  was  sunk  by 
him  to  a  depth  of  1,768  feet,  when  the  flow  being 
considered  suflicient  the  work  was  stopped.  Prior 
to  this  time  the  contract  was  let  to  Dennison  &  Co. 
of  Muscatine.  The  total  cost  of  the  well  was 
$10,000.  At  this  writing  in  March,  1889,  the 
mains  being  rapidly  extended,  many  business 
firms  and  families  are  using  the  water.  Itis  thought 
the  receipts  from  all  sources  will  soon  pay  for  the 
well.  An  analysis  of  the  water  is  here  given  :  Silica, 
1.168;  Sulphate  of  lime,  9.310;  Sulphate  of  soda, 
31.944;  Carbonate  of  lime,  5.462;  Carbonate  of 
magnesia,  6.978;  Oxide  of  Iron,  .613;  Chloride  of 
Sodium,  9.344. 

—s - 4HN* - 

Wilton  Township. 

ILTON  TOWNSHIP  comprises  the  greater 
part  of  township  78,  range  1  west,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Fulton,  on  the  west 
by  Moscow,  on  the  south  by  Sweetland  and  Mos¬ 
cow,  and  on  the  north  by  Scott  County.  This  town¬ 
ship  is  exclusively  prairie,  and  is  one  of  the  best  in 
Muscatine  County.  The  history  of  the  township 
is  contemporaneous  with  that  of  the  village  of  Wil¬ 
ton,  which  is  situated  on  section  6,  township  78, 
range  1  west,  and  township  78,  range  2  west,  on 
the  main  line  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railroad. 

Christian  Marolf,  in  July,  1849,  erected  a  small 
log  cabin  within  the  present  limits  of  Wilton.  He 
was  soon  followed  by  Ben  Maurer  and  Peter  Marolf, 
who  also  obtained  land  near  by.  Two  entries  of 
land  were  made  by  Ilenry  Strohm  and  Benjamin 
Kauffman  on  the  19th  of  May,  1849,  which  com¬ 
prised  the  lands  now  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
Wilton,  excepting  Marolf’ s  addition.  Mr.  Strohm 
entered  the  eighty  acres  which  is  now  south  of  the 
railroad,  and  Mr.  Kauffman  the  eight}'  acres  north, 
what  is  now  known  as  Butterfield’s  addition  to  Wil¬ 
ton.  In  July,  1853,  Franklin  Butterfield  purchased 
from  Mr.  Kauffman  the  north  fractional  half  of  the 
southwest  quarter  and  south  fractional  half  of  the  | 


northwest  quarter  of  section  6,  township  78,  range 
1  west,  containing  205^  acres,  at  $2  per  acre.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  this  time  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Rail¬ 
road  (now  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road)  had  been  located  through  this  place.  Green 
&  Stone,  who  were  then  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  at  Muscatine,  md  were  owners  of  consid¬ 
erable  stock  in  the  Mississippi  &  Missouri  Railroad, 
in  August,  1854,  called  upon  Mr.  Butterfield  and 
proposed  to  buy  the  whole  or  a  part  of  his  interest 
in  the  land. 

Mr.  Butterfield  considered  their  proposition,  and 
decided  to  sell  a  one-fifth  interest  in  the  whole  at 
$10  per  acre,  provided  they  bought  forty  acres  of 
Mr.  Marolf,  which  they  did  at  the  same  price  per 
acre.  He  also  induced  them  to  take  a  two-fifths’ 
interest  in  the  land  south  of  the  railroad,  and  re¬ 
linquish  that  north  of  the  railroad,  which  they 
readily  did.  In  September,  1 854,  Butterfield,  Green, 
and  Stone  platted  the  original  town  on  Green  & 
Stone’s  forty  acres,  and  the  land  lying  south 
of  the  railroad,  which  plat  was  recorded  Oct.  22, 
1855.  The  name  of  Glendale  was  first  chosen  for 
the  new  town,  but  before  the  plat  was  recorded  the 
name  of  Wilton  was  selected. 

The  first  lot  in  the  new  town  was  sold  in  1854, 
to  Henry  S.  Giesler,  for  the  sum  of  $40.  In  the 
summer  of  1855  Mr.  Giesler  built  the  first  house, 
the  lower  front-rooms  of  which  were  occupied  by 
a  stock  of  dry-goods  and  groceries,  owned  by  Tut- 
liill  «fc  Hull,  who  were  then  doing  business  in  Sey- 
mour,  Conn.,  and  who  were  represented  in  this 
place  by  Ryder  it  Sanford,  who  soon  bought  out 
the  interest  of  Tuthill  <fc  Hull  and  carried  on  the 
business  in  their  own  name,  in  addition  to  that  of 
grain  and  pork  buying.  About  this  time  Mr.  Gies¬ 
ler  received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster,  and 
had  his  office  in  their  store-room. 

During  the  same  summer  a  small  house  was 
erected  by  J.  M.  Smith,  in  which  J.  C.  Wate  kept 
a  small  eating-house  and  a  few  groceries.  In  No¬ 
vember  of  this  year  Mr.  Butterfield  sold  one-half 
of  his  interest  in  the  original  town,  and  a  half  in¬ 
terest  in  what  is  now  known  as  his  addition,  to 
Servetus  Tufts,  receiving  $30  per  acre  for  that  now 
in  the  addition. 

The  construction  train  reached  Wilton  Oct, 
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1855,  and  two  months  later  the  passenger  train 

on  lots  9  and  10,  Butterfield’s  addition  to  the  town 

commenced  running  to  the  place.  At  this  time 

of  Wilton.  The  plans  were  made  by  J.  P.  Walton, 

Cook  &  Sargent,  bankers  of  Davenport,  owned  a 

of  Muscatine,  and  it  is  60x72  feet  in  size,  three 

large  amount  of  stock  in  the  railroad,  and  were  in- 

stories  high  with  basement.  The  building  was  dedi- 

terested  in  building  up  Durant,  about  six  miles 

cated  Dec.  30,  1875,  and  cost  $12,000. 

east  of  Wilton,  succeeded  in  getting  the  railroad 

Soon  after  the  location  of  Wilton,  Presbyterian 

com  pan}'  to  run  the  branch  trains  from  Muscatine 

services  were  held  b}’  Rev.  John  Hudson,  the  place 

through  Wilton,  making  the  transfer  at  Durant,  not 

of  meetings  being  in  the  old  school-house  on  the 

permitting  the  name  “Wilton”  to  be  called  on  the 

hill,  Lyceum  Hall,  and  elsewhere.  In  1859  Rev. 

cars,  but  instructing  the  brakeman  to  call  out  “Mus- 

William  C.  Mason  preached  to  the  Presbyterians  of 

catine  Junction.”  A  fine  depot-building  was  erect- 

Wilton  for  six  months.  On  the  14th  of  May,  1860, 

ed  at  Durant,  while  the  only  accommodation  af- 

the  congregation  at  Wilton  was  set  off  from  Sugar 

forded  Wilton  was  a  small  shed-roof  building.  But 

Creek  Church,  in  Cedar  County,  which  was  organ- 

the  efforts  of  the  parties  interested  in  Durant  were 

ized  in  1856,  and  by  a  committee  of  the  Cedar 

unavailing. 

Presbytery  formally  organized  into  a  church.  In 

In  the  winter  of  1855-56  many  lots  were  sold  in 

the  fall  of  1866  a  house  of  worship  was  erected  at 

the  village,  and  in  the  spring  following  active  op- 

a  cost  of  $2,800,  and  was  dedicated  in  February, 

erations  in  building  and  improvements  were  com- 

1867. 

menced.  Rider,  Sanford  &  Butterfield  commenced 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  was  organized 

erecting  a  store-building  in  the  spring  of  1856,  and 

in  December,  1856,  by  Rev.  John  Jiesel,  and  shortly 

when  nearly  completed  it  caught  fire  and  burned, 

afterward  a  small  frame  church-building  was 

being  the  first  fire  in  Wilton.  Moses  Garretson,  in 

erected,  which  was  replaced  in  1867  by  a  fine  brick 

a  small  building  which  he  erected  in  the  southeast 

building.  A  commodious  parsonage  was  also  erected, 

part  of  town,  commenced  hotel-keeping — the  first 

and  both  church  and  parsonage  were  destroyed  by 

in  the  place.  Another  building  was  soon  after 

fire,  Aug  20,  1874.  In  1875  both  buildings  were 

erected  by  Mr.  DeGear,  in  which  he  commenced 

rebuilt. 

hotel-keeping,  the  house  being  known  as  the  De- 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Wilton  orig- 

Gear  House.  It  was  located  on  the  corner  of 

inally  formed  a  part  of  the  Muscatine  circuit. 

Fourth  and  Cedar  streets.  Before  the  year  was  out 

Rev.  II.  Wharton,  of  Hebron  circuit,  Cedar  County. 

Mr.  Garretson  commenced  building  a  new  hotel, 

held  the  first  services  in  Wilton  in  the  depot  or 

on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Cherry  streets,  which 

freight-house.  In  1857  Rev.  J.  B.  Hill  conducted 

was  completed  in  the  following  year. 

a  successful  revival,  and  over  fifty  persous  were 

The  location  of  Wilton  is  a  good  one,  and  it  is 

received  into  the  church.  In  1860  a  church-build- 

surrounded  by  as  fine  an  agricultural  region  as  can 

ing  was  erected  and  dedicated,  which  was  used  un- 

be  found  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  As  a  general  thing 

til  1878,  when  the  present  church-edifice  was 

the  farmers  are  in  a  prosperous  condition,  having 

erected  at  a  cost  of  $3,800.  The  parsonage  was 

all  the  modern  appliances  which  tend  to  make  farm- 

built  in  1876,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000. 

life  different  from  what  it  was  fifty  years  ago.  The 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Wilton  was  or- 

village  has  generally  partaken  of  the  prosperity  of 

ganized  in  Sugar  Creek  Township,  Cedar  County, 

the  surrounding  country.  For  several  years  it  grew 

July  9,  1854,  and  known  as  the  First  Congrega- 

quite  rapidly,  and  many  elegant  dwelling-houses 

tional  Church  of  Sugar  Creek.  In  August,  1855, 

were  erected.  At  the  present  time  the  village  is 

the  location  of  the  church  was  changed  to  Moscow, 

well  represented  by  good  mercantile  establishments, 

but  was  soon  afterward  located  at  Wilton,  and  at  a 

safe  banking-houses,  good  church  buildings,  and  a 

meeting  held  June  20,  1856,  new  articles  of  ineor- 

first-class  school.  Various  secret  and  benevolent  so- 

poration  were  adopted,  and  the  name  changed  to 

cieties  are  also  engaged  in  doing  good  work  for  its 

the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Wilton.  Steps 

r  citizens,  A  fine  school-house  was  erected  in  1875. 

were  at  once  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  church-  i 

r 
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building,  which  was  completed  and  the  first  services 
held  therein  Aug.  30,  1857,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Knowles, 
pastor. 

The  Free-Will  Baptists  organized  a  church  in 
this  place  Feb.  20,  1864,  with  the  Rev.  I.  Dotson 
as  pastor,  with  eleven  constitutent  members.  The 
congregation  has  since  disbanded. 

The  Roman  Catholics  commenced  services  in 
Wilton  in  the  fall  of  1857,  the  first  mass  being- 
celebrated  by  the  Rev.  Peter  Malm.  During  the 
summer  of  1858,  the  first  church  was  planned  and 
erected  under  the  supervision  of  Father  Malm.  It 
was  a  small  frame  building,  and  was  located  in  the 
south  part  of  town.  This  building  was  used 
until  1868,  when  a  larger  and  better  edifice  was 
erected. 

Wilton  Lodge  No  167,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  in¬ 
stituted  under  dispensation,  April  21,  1863,  and 
chartered  June  3d,  of  the  same  year.  The  charter 
members  were  James  S.  Leech,  W.  M. ;  C.  P.  Rey¬ 
nolds,  S.  W. ;  A.  B.  Yeager,  J.  W. ;  A.  L.  Healey, 
Treas.  W.  N.  McNaghten,  Sec. ;  W.  H.  Baxter,  S.  D. ; 
J.  S.  Addes,  J.  D. ;  C.  M.  Macomber,  Tyler.  The 
lodge  has  been  in  a  prosperous  existence  from  the 
beginning. 

Pulaski  Lodge  No.  107,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  organi¬ 
zed  under  dispensation,  June  5,  1 857,  and  chartered 
Oct.  15,  1857,  with  the  following  named  charter 
members:  J.  D.  Walker,  N.  G. ;  William  N.  Mc¬ 
Naghten,  Y.  G.;  F.  P.  Hubbert,  Rec.  Sec.;  P.  S. 
Corey,  Treas. 

The  Wilton  Seminary  Association  was  organized 
in  1866,  and  S.  L.  Lawerence,  I.  K.  Teriy,  F.  But¬ 
terfield,  S.  Wildasin  and  William  McClain  appointed 
Trustees.  A  deed  to  the  ground  was  given  to  the 
trustees,  May  1,  1866,  by  Benedict  and  Elizabeth 
Maurer,  to  be  used  for  school  purposes,  the  trustees 
agreeing  to  erect  a  good  seminary-building  within 
one  year.  Two  years  after  the  seminary  was 
erected  the  trustees  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Free-Will  Baptists  of  Iowa  to  let  that  denomi¬ 
nation  have  the  use  of  the  seminary  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  give  them  a  majority  of  the  directorate 
in  consideration  of  their  keeping  up  a  school  and 
erecting  near  the  seminary  a  boarding-house  costing 
from  $12,000  to  $15,000.  At  the  expiration  of 
seven  years  a  dissatisfaction  having  arisen  among 


the  stockholders,  it  was  sold  by  public  sale  and 
bought  by  the  Baptists,  who  continued  a  school 
until  1880,  when  it  was  bought  by  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Association,  and  is  still  under  their  control 
as  the  Wilton  Academy.  In  1885  there  being  a  debt 
of  about  $2,500  which  was  paid  off  by  Mr.  C.  W. 
Norton,  and  since  that  time  it  has  borne  the  name  of 
the  “Norton  Normal  and  Scientific  Academy.”  Since 
ithas  passed  underthe  present  management  theschool 
has  met  with  excellent  success.  The  present  Board 
of  Directors  are  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Robbins,  Pres.;  C. 
B.  Strong,  Sec. ;  C.  W.  Norton,  H.  A.  Hollister, 
Dr.  A.  A.  Cooling,  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  the  Rev. 
M.  A.  Bullock. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Wilton  was  organized  in 
June,  1878,  incorporated  August  19,  and  authorized 
to  commence  business  Sept.  13,1878.  The  first 
officers  were  L.  L.  Lane,  Pres.;  Samuel  Wildason, 
^  ice  Pres.;  J.  L.  Geisler,  Sec.;  S.  C.  Root,  Henry 
Will,  Peter  Daut,  C.  B.  Strong,  D.  W.  McCroskey, 
George  Frenzel,  and  Thomas  Kenna,  directors.  Of 
the  capital  stock  there  were  $52,900  subscribed,  50 
per  cent,  of  which  were  paid  in,  or  $26,450.  The 
earnings  of  the  bank  were  permitted  to  accumulate 
until  they  amounted  to  the  subscribed  capital, 
which  was  then  credited  to  the  respective  stock¬ 
holders,  since  which  time  there  has  been  a  surplus 
of  $15,000  accumulated.  The  present  officers  of 
the  bank  are  C.  B.  Strong,  Pres.;  II.  Wildasin,  V. 
P. ;  J.  L.  Geisler,  Cashier. 

The  Farmers’  and  Citizens’  Bank  was  organized 
in  May,  1874,  and  authorized  to  commence  busi¬ 
ness  June  1,  1874.  Its  first  officers  were  Frank 
Bacon,  Pres.;  J.  D.  Walker,  Vice  Pres. ;  J.  E. 
Myers,  Cashier.  Its  authorized  capital  was  $50,000. 
Its  present  officers  are  J.  D.  Walker,  Pres.;  J.  II. 
Pingrcy,  Vice  Pres.;  Frank  Bacon,  Cashier.  The 
bank  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 


Moscow  Township. 

^>IIIS  township  comprises  all  of  township  78, 
range  2  west,  except  five  sections  on  the 
east.  It  is  a  fine  body  of  land,  the  greater 
part  of  which  is  prairie.  The  Cedar  River  flows 
through  the  township,  entering  on  section  6,  and 
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flowing  in  a  southeasterly  direction  into  section  9, 
where  it  takes  a  westerly  course  about  one  mile, 
and  then  flows  south  into  section  29,  and  then  west, 
passing  into  Goshen  Township  from  section  30. 
Sugar  Creek,  Musketo  Creek,  Little  Musketo  Creek 
also  flow  through  this  township  into  the  Cedar 
River.  The  Chicaco,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  passes  through  the  township  from  east  to  west, 
with  a  station  at  the  A'illage  of  Moscow. 

Charles  Drury  and  Mr.  Webster  were  the  pio¬ 
neers  of  Moscow  Township,  coming  in  1836  from 
Indiana,  and  locating  their  claims  on  the  banks  of 
the  Cedar  River,  where  the  village  of  Moscow  now 
stands.  They  were  followed  soon  after  by  William 
Leverich,  T.  T.  Clark,  Luke  Cunningham,  Thomas 
McConnell,  Irving  Reynolds,  David  Rej'nolds,  Mr. 
Kilgore,  Martin  Baker,  Mr.  Comstock,  Harvey 
Hatton,  Mathew  White,  Harvey  Matthews  and 
Friend  Johnson. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  Webster  and  Drury 
staked  off  town-lots  on  their  claim  and  soon  had  a 
flourishing  settlement  around  them.  Some  of  the 
town-lots  brought  a  high  price;  William  Hendrick¬ 
son,  the  first  blacksmith  in  the  place;  paying  $175 
for  a  corner  lot.  The  first  store  was  opened  by 
Mr.  Mitchell  in  a  log  building  late  in  the  fall  of 
1836,  who  soon  had  a  fine  trade  among  the  Indians, 
there  being  at  that  time  more  Indians  than  whites 
in  this  vicinity.  It  is  said  that  his  trade  with  the 
Indians  was  so  extensive  that  many  settlers  at  a  later 
day  got  the  impression  that  Moscow  was  an  In¬ 
dian  trading-post.  An  Indian  fort  was,  however, 
built  here  some  years  previous  by  Antoinne  Le 
Claire,  and  traces  there  of  were  visible  as  late  as 


1838. 

The  years  of  1837  and  1838  brought  William 
White,  William  Reynolds,  Daniel  Healy,  George 
W.  Hunt,  and  Alex.  Chandler  Ross.  The  latter 
opened  a  store,  but  soon  after  burning  an  unoffend¬ 
ing  Indian  was  obliged  to  leave  the  country.  The  first 
sermon  was  preached  in  the  room  which  had  been 
occupied  by  Ross  in  1838,  by  Martin  Baker.  The 
first  building  devoted  to  religious  purposes  was  a 
dwelling  which  was  purchased  by  the  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  about  1 845.  They  afterward 
built  a  good  church-building.  The  Lutherans  some 
years  later  also  built  a  good  church-building. 
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The  first  tavern  in  the  town  was  kept  by  Mr. 
Mitchell.  The  first  ferry  in  the  Cedar  River  at 
this  point  was  run  by  William  Hendrickson. 
The  first  death  was  that  of  Mr.  Webster.  The 
first  school  was  taught  by  Miss  May  Comstock, 
in  a  portion  of  a  double  log-house.  The  present 
two-story  frame  building  was  built  in  1867.  One 
of  the  first  teachers  was  the  late  Judge  Bissell,  of 
Cedar  County,  who  in  those  days  wore  a  buckskin 
suit  throughout.  The  first  railroad  train  passed 
through  the  village  in  1855,  in  which  yearabridge 
was  built  across  the  Cedar  River,  which  was  replaced 
in  1876  by  an  iron  bridge.  The  dam  across  the 
Cedar  River  was  built  in  1866,  and  the  mill  in  1867, 
by  the  Moscow  Mill  and  Dam  Company. 


jSu 


Fulton  Township. 

FULTON  TOWNSHIP  lies  in  the  extreme 
northeastern  part  of  the  county,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Scott 
County,  and  on  the  south  by  Montpelier  Township, 
and  on  the  west  by  Sweetland  and  Wilton  Town¬ 
ships.  It  comprises  all  of  Congressional  Township 
78,  range  1  east,  and  is  almost  exclusively  prairie 
land.  Few  finer  agricultural  regions  can  be  found 
than  that  of  Fulton  Township,  the  farms  being  very 
productive,  and  the  farmers  generally  in  comforta¬ 
ble  circumstances.  Among  the  first  settlers  in  the 
township  were  J.  C.  Newell,  Andrew  Smith,  John 
Barron,  and  Thomas  Prickley,  all,  we  believe,  being 
of  American  nationality;  but  in  the  past  twenty 
years  the  Germans  have  settled  in  the  township, 
until  to-day  the  greater  number  are  of  that  nation¬ 
ality,  or  descent.  They  are  an  industrous,  thrifty 
set  and  have  succeeded  in  making  Fulton  rank 
No.  1. 

The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad 
passes  through  the  northern  tier  of  sections,  enter¬ 
ing  on  section  1,  and  running  westerly  passes  out 
of  the  county  on  the  northwestern  corner  of  section 
6.  The  village  of  Stockton  is  located  on  section 
4,  on  the  line  of  this  railroad.  It  was  laid  out  about 
the  time  the  railroad  was  surveyed  through  this 
section.  A.  C.  Fulton  erected  the  first  building  in 
the  town,  which  was  used  as  a  hotel.  The  post- 
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office  was  established  here  in  1855.  The  first  death 
in  the  place  was  that  of  Thomas  Barron.  A  school- 
house  was  built  here  in  185G,  and  an  addition  was 
made  to  it  in  1875,  when  the  graded  system  was 
introduced.  Stockton  is  a  good  shipping  point, 
one  of  the  best  on  the  line  of  railroad;  the  country 
being  noted  for  its  fine  stock. 


*T 


Orono  Townsliip. 

^LIIS  township  is  located  in  the  extreme 
southwestern  part  of  the  county,  and  com¬ 
prises  all  of  township  76,  north  of  range  4 
west,  lving  west  of  the  Cedar  River,  llie  Burling¬ 
ton,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  passes 
through  the  township  from  south  to  north,  having 
on  its  line  two  stations,  Port  Allen  and  Coneville. 

Port  Allen  is  situated  in  the  extreme  part  of  the 
township  on  section  31,  about  one-half  mile  west  of 
Cedar  River.  The  town  was  founded,  and  the  plat 
recorded,  by  Cyril  Carpenter,  Nov.  18,  1871.  The 
lots  were  surveyed  by  Peter  Iloutz.  The  depot 
was  built  by  Cyril  Carpenter,  and  rented  by  the 
railroad  company.  W.  H.  Crocker  &  Co.  opened 
the  first  store  in  the  place.  The  village  has  never 
grown  to  any  considerable  extent,  but  is  a  great 
convenience  to  the  citizens  residing  in  its  immediate 
vicinity  as  a  shipping  point. 

The  village  of  Coneville  is  located  on  section  17, 
and  was  named  after  its  founder,  B.  S.  Cone.  The 
lots  were  surveyed  by  ,1.  E.  Lyman,  assistant  engi¬ 
neer  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railroad,  in  March,  1870.  The  village  has  the  usual 
number  of  business  houses  found  in  a  place  of  its 
size. 

- 

Goslien  Township. 

zp^OSIIEN  TOWNSHIP  comprises  all  of  town- 
(ff  ship  78,  north  of  range  3  west,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Moscow,  on  the  west 
by  Wapsinonoc,  on  the  south  by  Pike  and  Lake 
Townships,  and  on  the  north  by  Cedar  County. 
The  Cedar  River  passes  through  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  township,  while  the  Chicago,  Rock  Isl¬ 
and  &  Pacific  Railroad  passes  through  the  northern 


portion  from  east  to  west.  The  township  was 
originally  a  part  of  Wapsinonoc.  It  is  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  prairie,  the  land  being  undulating,  adapted 
to  the  raising  of  all  cereals  common  to  this  latitude. 

The  village  of  Atalissa  is  located  on  section  11, 
on  the  line  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  is  surrounded  by  rich  and  beautiful 
farming  country.  Previous  to  the  location  of  this 
village  an  attempt  was  made  to  found  a  town  about 
two  miles  west.  A  side-track  was  there  laid,  a 
platform  built,  and  William  Pickering  engaged  in 
buying  grain,  which  was  loaded  directly  into  the 
cars.  The  eighty  acres  on  which  the  present  town 
of  Atalissa  is  situated,  was  owned  by  Capt.  William 
Lundy,  who  sold  an  undivided  half  to  John  P. 
Cook,  of  the  firm  of  Cook  &  Sargent,  Davenport, 
with  the  intention  of  having  it  laid  out  in  town  lots. 
In  order  to  secure  the  location  of  a  station  at  this 
point,  Mr.  Lundy  gave  the  railroad  company  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  money  with  the  privilege  of  using 
the  water  from  an  immense  spring,  situated  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  village.  The  town  was 
surveyed  by  Peter  Houtz,  and  the  town-plat  filed 
for  record  by  John  P.  Cook  and  William  Lundy, 
Jan.  31,  1856.  While  mining  in  California,  Capt. 
Lundy  was  near  a  small  mining  village  called  Ata¬ 
lissa,  named  after  an  Indian  queen  of  one  of  the 
tribes.  Being  pleased  with  the  name,  he  bestowed 
it  upon  the  new  village,  offering  at  the  same  time  to 
pive  a  corner  lot  to  the  first  female  child  born 

O 

there,  who  should  be  called  Atalissa.  The  post- 
office  was  moved  from  Overman  Ferry  and  estab¬ 
lished  in  this  place  in  1856,  with  N.  C.  Swank  as 
Postmaster.  The  first  building  was  erected  by  him 
and  in  it  the  first  store  was  opened. 

Atalissa  has  grown  but  slowly,  but  is  now  a  thriv¬ 
ing  town  of  some  300  inhabitants,  having  in  it  two 
church-buildings,  the  Christian  and  Presbyterian,  a 
good  public  school-building,  two  general  stores,  one 
hardware  and  grocery  store,  one  exclusively  gro¬ 
cery  store,  one  wagon-shop  and  implement  store, 
one  harness-shop,  one  shoe-shop,  one  restaurant,  a 
meat  market,  one  blacksmith  shop,  and  a  hotel. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  dates  its  organization 
back  to  April,  1857,  when  the  Rev.  Charles  Beach 
commenced  holding  services  in  the  depot-building. 
A  house  of  worship  was  erected  the  same  year. 
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the  Rev.  Dudley  being  the  first  to  hold  services 
therein.  Preaching  services  are  held  every  two 
weeks,  and  a  Union  Sunday-school  is  regularly  main¬ 
tained. 

The  Christian  Church  was  organized  by  Elder  J. 
C.  Hay,  formerly  of  West  Liberty,  in  June,  1870, 
with  a  membership  of  about  thirty-six.  A  house 
of  worship  was  erected  in  1871,  at  a  cost  of  $1,200. 

The  public  school-building  of  Atalissa  was  erected 
in  1866,  and  is  a  large  two-story  brick  building. 
The  school  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with  Prof. 
J.  M.  Snyder  as  Principal. 

-K-t- 

Sweetland  Township. 

WEETLAND  comprises  all  of  township  77, 
north  of  range  1  west,  lying  north  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  together  with  sections 
31,  32,  33,  34,  35  and  36,  of  township  78, 
north  of  range  1  west.  The  northern  portion  of 
this  township  is  a  singularly  fine  body  of  land,  and 
is  settled  by  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmers. 
The  southern  portion  of  the  township  is  broken,  and 
has  considerable  timber  land.  The  township  was 
settled  at  a  very  early  day.  Along  the  Mississippi 
River  runs  a  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railroad,  having  a  station  at  Fail-port,  a 
town  which  is  finely-  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  about  seven  miles  due  east  of  Musca¬ 
tine  on  section  25.  Originally  a  village  was  laid 
out  on  this  same  site  by  William  Chambers  which 
was  called  Salem,  the  plat  being  filed  April  20, 
1839.  At  Fail-port  a  large  amount  of  tiling  is 
annually  manufactured. 
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Pike  Township. 

IIIS  township  comprises  all  of  township  11  ^ 
north  of  range  4  west,  lying  north  and  west 
of  the  Cedar  River,  and  also  all  of  town- 
77,  north  of  range  3  west,  lying  north  and 
west  of  the  Cedar  River.  Through  this  township 
runs  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern 
Railroad  from  south  to  north,  together  Avitli  a 
branch  running  from  east  to  west.  The  main  line 


enters  the  township  on  section  32,  and  passes  out 
from  section  3,  of  township  77,  north  of  range  4 
west.  The  branch  enters  the  township  on  section 
16  of  township  77,  north  of  range  3  west,  and  run¬ 
ning  almost  due  west  leaves  the  township  and 
county-  from  section  18,  township  77,  north  of 
range  4  west.  On  the  branch  is  a  station  known 
as  Adams,  which  is  located  on  section  7,  toAvnship 
77,  north  of  range  3  Avest,  Avliile  the  village  of 
Nichols  is  located  on  section  15,  of  township  77, 
north  of  range  4  west,  and  is  a  junction  of  the 
main  line  and  branch. 

The  village  Avas  so  named  by-  Benjamin  F. 
Nichols  in  honor  of  his  father,  Samuel  Nichols, 
avIio  subscribed  liberally  to  the  stock  of  the  Bur¬ 
lington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany-,  and  donated  to  them  the  right  of  way  through 
his  land  in  consideration  that  they  build  at  this 
point  a  depot  on  land  presented  by-  him  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  situated  in  the  center  of  what  Avas 
once  known  as  Elephant  Swamp.  The  lots  Avere 
surveyed  by  George  Bumgardner,  county  surveyor, 
and  the  plat  was  filed  for  record,  June  22,  1871, 
by-  Benjamin  F.  Nichols,  owner  of  the  toAvn  site. 
Several  small  buildings  were  erected,  and  some 
moved  into  the  place  prior  to  the  recording  of  the 
town  plat.  The  first  house  built  on  the  toAvn  plat 
was  owned  by  William  Schelpaper,  and  rented  to 
James  Carney,  avIio  kept  in  it  a  general  stock  of 
goods.  Through  the  careless  handling  of  a  lamp 
near  poAvder,  a  short  time  after  its  erection,  the 
entire  building  was  bloAvn  to  atoms,  though  the 
inmates  escaped  uninjured.  During  this  year  Dr. 
S.  U.  Smith  erected  a  large  building,  which  was 
used  by  him  as  a  drug-store  and  dwelling.  In 
1873  an  addition  was  made  to  the  toAvn,  known  as 
“railroad  addition.”  In  1875  a  second  addition  was 
made  by  P.  Nichols.  The  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad  Company  erected  a~ 
commodious  depot  at  the  junction  of  the  tAvo  rail¬ 
roads,  and  also  built  good  stock-yards.  In  Oc¬ 
tober,  1870,  a  post-office  Avas  established  at  this 
place,  and  Benjamin  F.  Nichols  appointed  post¬ 
master.  Ib-evious  to  this  period  an  office  had  been 
kept  in  Samuel  Nichols’s  house,  known  as  the  Lacy 
post-office,  being  the  first  one  in  Pike  Township. 
It  had  been  in  the  same  family  for  over  twenty 
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years  when  the  change  of  location  was  made.  The 
village  of  Nichols  to-day  is  a  thriving  one  of  about 
300  inhabitants,  and  is  well  represented  by  the 
various  lines  of  trade,  and  having  business  houses 
which  would  be  a  credit  to  much  larger  places. 
A  large,  two-story  brick  school-house  was  erected 
in  the  summer  of  1872.  The  religious  denomina¬ 
tions  are  represented  by  the  Christian,  German, 
Evangelical,  Methodist  Protestant,  and  Roman 
Catholic  Churches. 

- - 


Cedar  Township. 

(Srp^IIIS  township  comprises  all  of  township  76, 
north  of  range  4  west,  lying  east  of  the  Cedar 
River.  It  is  purely  an  agricultural  town¬ 
ship,  having  in  it  neither  village  or  post-office. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  township  is  timber  land, 
but  in  it  are  some  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 


Seventy-Six  Township. 

E V E NT Y-SI X  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  townships  in  Muscatine  County,  and 
comprises  township  76,  north  of  range  3 
west,  with  exception  of  that  portion  in  the 
southeast  part,  lying  east  of  Keokuk  Lake  and  Mus- 
catyie  Slough.  The  main  body  of  land  is  prairie, 
and  the  farms  among  the  best  cultivated  in  the 
county.  There  is  no  village  in  the  township,  its 
inhabitants  trading  at  Letts,  in  Louisa  County,  and 
at  the  city  of  Muscatine. 

- - 


Lake  Township. 

i>I I  IS  is  an  irregular  township,  comprising  all 
of  township  77,  north  of  range  3  west,  lying 
east  and  south  of  the  Cedar  River,  and  that 
portion  of  township  77,  north  of  range  4  west, 
lying  east  and  south  of  the  Cedar  River,  together 
with  about  eight  sections  of  township  77,  north  of 
range  2  west.  It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Bloom¬ 
ington,  on  the  west  by  Pike,  on  the  south  by  Cedar, 
Seventy-Six  and  Bloomington,  and  on  the  north 
by  Goshen  and  Moscow  Townships.  The  branch  of 


the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  <fc  Northern  Rail¬ 
road  passes  through  the  township  from  east  to 
west,  but  it  has  no  railroad  station.  The  citizens 
of  the  township  do  their  trading  at  Muscatine. 


Muscatine  Township. 

USCATINE  TOWNSHIP  was  organized  at 
the  time  of  the  division  of  Bloomington 
Township  in  1887.  It  comprises  the  city  of 
Muscatine,  with  several  square  miles  of 
contiguous  territory.  Its  history  is  but  a  part  of 
the  city. 


Bloomington  Township. 

IIIS  township  was  set  off  from  Bloomington 
in  the  fall  of  1887.  It  comprises  all  of 
township  76,  range  2,  except  a  small  part 
now  comprising'Muscatine  Township,  and  that  part 
of  township  76,  range  3,  lying  east  of  Muscatine 
Slough.  The  vote  for  division  was  taken  in  the 
fall  of  1886,  and  every  vote  in  the  north  part  of 
Bloomington  Township  was  cast  for  division,  while 
every  vote  on  the  island  was  against  division. 
The  reason  for  this  is  given  that  the  north  part 
was  supplied  with  school-houses,  while  on  the  isl¬ 
and  they  were  3ret  to  be  built.  The  north  part  did 
not  care  to  be  taxed  for  that  purpose,  while  the 
island  people  believed  it  to  be  right  that  they 
should  help  build  them. 

The  first  trustees  in  the  new  township  were: 
William  A.  Dolsen,  .John  A.  Miller,  P.  F.  Parmelee. 
The  township  took  its  name  from  the  village  of 
that  name,  which  is  situated  in  the  southern  part. 
It  contains  one  store  and  post-office,  and  from  the 
station  are  shipped  vast  quantities  of  vegetables  and 
fruit — the  products  of  the  island  and  surrounding 
country.  Fruitland  is  a  station  of  the  southwestern 
branch  of  the  Chicago,  llock  Island  it  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road. 

Among  the  first  settlers  of  the  island  were: 
T.  II.  Drake,  A.  Barrows,  S.  I.  Foss,  David  Free¬ 
man,  William  1).  Lawrence,  Elihu  Partridge,  II. 
Corwin,  and  Mr.  Games. 
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